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PREFACE: 


^"T"^  H  E  farther  we  proceed  in  our  undertaking 
JL  the  lefs  occalion  there  is  either  to  enlarge  on 
its  ilature,  dr  on  the  manner  in  which  it  is  con¬ 
ducted.  In  both  thefe  refpeCts  we  have  had  the 
fatisfaCtion  of  receiving  the  approbation  of  the  Pub¬ 
lic  ;  arid  we  truft,  that  a  fimilar  approbation  will 
attend  the  prefent  volume.  Not  to  mention  that 
it  hath  been  prepared  for  the  prefs  with  a  care 
equal  to  what  has  formerly  been  difplayed,  we  fhall 
beg  leave  to  obferve,  that  one  or  two  parts  which, 
in  the  laft  year,  were  perhaps  rather  too  excrefcent, 
are  now  reduced  to  their  due  compafs  and  propor¬ 
tion:  at  the  fame  time,  it  is  hoped,  that  no  de¬ 
partment  of  the  work  will  be  found  defective. 

A  feafon  of  general  peace  doth  not  exhibit  fuch 
(hiking  fcenes  as  when  the  world  is  involved  ia 
the  tumults  and  devaluations  of  war.  But  it  af¬ 
fords  matters  equally  momentous,  and  which  are 
more  delightful  to  philofophic  minds,  and  the 
friends  of  humanity.  The  Parliamentary  Hiftory  of 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  which  comprehends 
fuch  a  variety  of  political,  civil,  and  commer¬ 
cial  concerns,  mult  ever  be  a  very  important  ob¬ 
ject  :  and  Europe,  in  its  molt  tranquil  Hate,  will 
alv/ays  be  productive  of  events  that  give  fcope  to 
fpeculation.  It  is  devoutly  to  be  wiihed,  tjaat  the 
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nations  of  the  earth  could  continue  to  be  united 
in  th'e  borids  of  peace;  but  fitch  a  happy  lituation 
of  things  is  rather  to  be  defired  than  expedted. 
There  is  a  ferment  in  the  minds  of  men  which 
feems  to  prognofticate  frefh  difturbances,  and  which 
perhaps  may  end  in  great  revolutions.,  It  is  not 
bur  bufinefs  to  prophefy;  but  we  cannot  avoid 
expreffing  our  apprehenfions,  that  the  commotions 
in  Flolland  will  not  blow  over  fo  lightly  as  feme 
politicians  are  ready  to  imagine. 

The  Literary  Part  of  our  work  will  explain  the 

*  State  of  Knowledge,  Science  and  Tafte  in  the  year 
17S6  ;  and  it  is  a  pleafure  to  find  that,  amidft  a 

..  number  of  infignificant  publications,  there  are  fo 
many  which  can  be  fpoken  of  with  applaufe. 
Thofe  who  depreciate  the  learning  of  the  prefen t 
.  times,  are  not  acquainted  with  the  fubjedt.  In 
the  department  of  Domeftic  Literature,  we  have 
frefh  obligations  to  the  gentleman  who  hath  vo~ 

*  luntarily  communicated  to  us  the  articles  that  relate 
■  to  Natural  Philofophy,  Chemiftry,  and  Medicine. 

•  ,  t 

On  the  whole,  we  prefent  the  Seventh  Volume 
of  the  New  Annual  Regifter  to  our  readers,  with 
the  agreeable  hope,  that  they  wTill  derive  from  it 
both  inftrudtion  and  entertainment.  Such  a  hope 
hath  always  animated  our  endeavours,  and  it  will 
continue  to  invigorate  our  future  exertions. 
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IN  GREAT  BRITAIN, 

During  the  Reign  of  King  Henry  the  Seventh.  From  the  Year 

1485*  to  the  Year  1509. 


f  1  TE  are  now  approaching  to  a  period,  in  which  the 
\\  hiftory  of  knowledge  will,  by  degrees,  become 
more  and  more  interefting  and  copious..  The  latter  end 
of  the  fifteenth  century  prefents  us  with  the  dawn  of  that 
full  light  which  at  length  fhone  upon  thefe  kingdoms. 
But  before  we  proceed  in  our  narrative,  it  will  be  expe¬ 
dient  to  look  back  on  feme  circumftances,  an  acquaint¬ 
ance  with  which  will  ailififc  us  in  forming  a  clearer  view 
of  our  fubject. 

In  former  Articles,  we  have  had  occafion  to  mention, 
incidentally,  the  fchool  divines  who  flourifhed  in  Great 
Britain.  But  we  have  pro  mi  fed  to  confider  the  fcholaf- 
tic  theology  a  little  more  diftindtly  and  particularly,  as 
It  is  a  curious  phenomenon  in  the  hiftory  of  the  human 
mind. 

It  was  early  the  fault  of  divines  to  mix  a  fpurious 
philofephy  with  religion*  This  difpofition  prevailed 
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foon  after  the  propagation  of  the  Gofpel,  and  continued^ 
for  fev'eral  of  the  firft  centuries  of  Chriftianity,  to  be 
productive  of  evil  effeCts.  But  that  is  not  the  point  to 
which  our  prefent  enquiry  tends.  The  fchool  divinity, 
properly  fo  called,  had  a  later  origin.  It  took  its  rife 
in  thofe  barbarous  ages*  which  fucceeded  the  downfall  of 
learning,  owing  to  the  irruptions  of  the  northern  nations, 
and  to  other  caufes.  Perhaps  fome  preparation  was  made 
for  the  introduction  of  this  divinity  by  John  Damafce- 
nus,  in  the  eighth  century;'  who,  having  drawn  up  an 
abridgment  of  the  logic  and  ethics  of  Ariftole,  formed 
a  feh e me  of  theology  upon  it,  in  his  four  books,  con¬ 
cerning  ic  the  Orthodox  Faith.”  His  model,  however, 
in  confequence  of  the  general  ignorance  arid  barbarity 
of  the  fucceeding  times,  was  not  fpeedily  followed.  To¬ 
wards  the  clofe  of  the  eleventh  century,  foniething  of 
the  fame  plan  was  purfued  by  Lanfranc  and  Anfelrny 
fucceffively  archbifhops  of  Canterbury.  In  the  begin¬ 
ning  of  the  next  century,  the  famous  Abelard  publilhed 
three  books  of  an  introduction  to  divinity ;  by  the  af~ 
iiftance  of  which,  Peter  Lombard,  about  the  middle  of 
that  century,  compiled  his  four  Books  of  Sentences,* 
from  the  writings  of  the  fathers,  and  efpecially  of  St. 
Auftin.  This  work  was  long  held  in  prodigious  repu¬ 
tation,  and  the  commentaries  upon  it  were  aim  oft  with¬ 
out  number.  The  author  of  it  was  entitled,  by  way  of 
diftinCtion,  cc  The  Mafter  of  Sentences,”  and  he  has  often 
keen  reprefented  as  the  father  of  the  fchoolmen.  Hence 
forward  Theolpgy  affumed  a  new  form,  and  was  refolved 
into  an  infinite  number  of  queftions,  which  were  debated 
with  all  pofiible  fubtilty.  What  contributed,  in  the 
higheft  degree,  to  this  effeCt  was  the  veneration  which 
was  paid  to  Ariftotle ;  w  ho  now  came  to  be  regularly 
ftudied,  and  to  be  made  the  ftandard  of  logic  and  phi- 
lofophy. 

We  are  not,  however,  to  imagine  that  the  learned  of 
thW  period  were  acquainted  with  Ariftotle  in  the  origi¬ 
nal.- 
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Hal.  For  what  knowledge  they  had  of  him  thdy  were 
indebted  to  the  Arabians*  It  is  well  known,  and  has 
formerly  been  mentioned,  that  the  Saracens,  after  they 
had  become  fettled  in  the  feveral  countries  which  were 
conquered  by  them,  applied  themfelves  to  literature. 
Among  their  other  purfuits,  being  of  a  fubtile  genius, 
the  philofophy  of  Ariftotle  naturally  excited  their  atten¬ 
tion  and  admiration.  His  logic  was  fuited  to  their  tafte, 
and  from  him  they  learned  to  multiply  diftindtions  with¬ 
out  reafon,  and  without  end.  In  commenting  upon  him 
their  literary  men  were  employed  for  centuries ;  and  it 
was  only  through  the  medium  of  the  tranfiations  derived 
from  the  Mahometans  in  Spain  that  an  acquaintance 
with  him  was  obtained  by  the  reft  of  Europe.  With 
thefe  tranftations,  the  divines  of  the  Romilh  church  ad¬ 
opted  the  barbarous  terms  of  Avicenna  and  other  Ara¬ 
bians,  which  terms,  being  introduced  into  the  Latin 
tongue,  formed  a  moft  extraordinary  jargon.  What 
particularly  recommended  Ariftotle  to  the  theologians 
was,  their  belief  that  they  could  draw  arguments  from 
him  which  would  enable  them  to  confute  the  tenets  of  the 
Mahometans  themfelves,  and  to  fupport  all  the  doc* 
lines  of  popery.  Accordingly,  his  philofophy  was  eager* 
ly  embraced ;  and  although  it  was  only  collected  from 
tranfiations  ill  performed,  and  worfe  underftood,  it 
reigned  triumphant  for  many  ages.  Ariftotle  held  the 
chair  of  divinity,  inftead  of  St.  Paul.  The  perfons  who 
principally  contributed  to  this  great  literary  revolution 
were  Albertus  Magnus,  Bonaventure,  and  efpecially 
Thomas  Aquinas.  He  it  was  who,  in  the  thirteenth 
Century,  gave  to  the  fcholaftic  theology  its  full  eftablifh- 
ment,  and  raifed  it  to  its  higheft  glory.  To  him,  as  the 
head  of  the  fchoolmen,  thofe  who  have  been  devoted 
to  that  fpecies  of  divinity  have  ufually  looked  up  with  a 
veneration  alrnoft  approaching  to  idolatry.  The  title  be¬ 
llowed  upon  him  was  that  of  the  Angelical  doctor,  and 
he  has  been  loaded  with  innumerable  praifes.  Thomas 
Aquinas  was  the  father  of  the  Realifts,  whole  diftinguifh- 
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ing  tenet  It  was,  that  univerfals  are  realities,  and  hawe 
an  a&ual  exigence,  not  being  merely  ideas  or  imagin¬ 
ations,  but  fubiifting,  as  they  ex  prelied  it,  in  their  own 
language,  “  ex  parte  rei.”  His  difciples  were  called 
Thomifts. 

But  though  the  philofophy  of  Thomas  Aquinas  main¬ 
tained  fo  great  a  fway,  new  parties  could  not  be  pre¬ 
vented  from  fpringing  up  among  the  fchool-men.  A 
very  eminent  fedt  was  formed  by  Duns  Scotus,.  who  de¬ 
parted  in  various  inftances,  from  the  dodtrines  of 
Aquinas.  The  chief  points  about  which  they  difagreed 
were,  the  cc  Nature  of  the  Divine  Co-operation  with 
with  the  Human  Will,”  the  “  Meafure  of  the  Divine 
Grace  that  is  neceffary  to  Salvation,”  the  ((  Unity  of 
Form  in  Man,”  or  perfonal  identity,  and  other  abftrufe 
and  minute  quellions.  But  what  contributed  molt  to 
exalt  the  reputation  of  Scotus,  and  to  cover  him  with 
glory,  was  his  defence  of  what — -is  called  the  <c  Imma¬ 
culate  Conception  of  the  Virgin  Mary.”  Hence  he  was 
warmly  patronized  by  the  Francifcans,  in  oppolition  to 
the  Dominicans,  who  entertained  different  notions  with 
regard  to  that  matter.  The  difciples  of  Duns  Scotus 
were  called  Scotifts.  For  a  long  period,  the  Thomiffs 
and  the  Scotifts  contended  againft  each  other  with  all 
the  fubtleties  of  diftindtron  they  were  capable  of  in¬ 
venting  ;  nor  is  the  controverfy  between  them  entirely 
excluded  from  the  Latin  fchools,  even  at  the  prefent 
day. 

4 

Another  formidable  adverfary  to  the  dodhine  of 
Thomas  Aquinas,  was  found  in  William  Occam,  a 
Francifcan  friar  of  the  feverer  order,  a  follower  of 
Scotus,  and  a  dodtor  of  divinity  at  Paris.  This  perfon, 
in  the  fourteenth  century,  was  the  reviver  of  the  Nomi- 
nalifts,  a  fedt  that  had  long  fubfiffed,  but  which  had 
now  for  fome  time  funk  into  general  riegledh  They 
had  received  that  denomination,  becaufe  they  maintain¬ 
ed 
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cd  that  words,  not  things,  were  the  objedts  of  dialectics* 
To  become  learned,  it  was  not  enough,  they  faid,  to 
have  juft  Ideas  of  things;  but  it  was  likewife  necefiary 
to  know  the  proper  names  of  their  genera  and  fpecies, 
and  to  be  able  to  exprefs  them  clearly  and  precifely, 
without  confufipn  and  ambiguity.  The  dodtrines  of  the 
Nominalifts  were  founded  upon  the  philofophy  of  Zeno 
and  the  Stoics ;  fo  that,  in  fome  refpedts,  Occam  and 
his  followers  are  to  be  confidered  as  oppofers  of  Ariftotle. 
In  the  contefts  which  were  carried  on  by  them  with  the 
difeiples  of  Aquinas,  it  was  not  always  a  war  of  diftinc- 
dons  and  words.  The  combatants  were  fo  enraged  at 
each  other,  that  they  often  proceeded  to  blows.  The 
Nominalifts  were  fome  times  triumphant,  efpecially 
when  they  happened  to  be  headed  by  men  of  great  re¬ 
putation  ;  but,  in  general,  they  were  far  inferior  in 
number  to  the  Realifts,  and  at  length  became  of  little 
confideration.  The  Realifts  were  fupported  by  the  popes, 
their  method  of  treating  fubjedls  being  thought  more 
favourable  to  the  dodtrines  and  claims  of  the  church  of 
Rome.  There  was  another  fedE  called  the  Formalifts, 
who  mediated  between  the  extremes  of  the  two  grand 
contending  parties,  but  who,  as  might  be  expedted, 
never  rofe  to  any  high  degree  of  eminence. 

However  the  fchool-men  might  be  divided,  their  dif- 
putes  were  idle  and  ridiculous,  and  their  diftindEions 
abfurd,  and,  for  the  moft  part,  unintelligible.  In  their 
works  they  difcuiied  an  infinite  number  of  theological 
or  philofophical  queftions,  propofed  the  arguments  on 
both  fides,  and  determined  them  by  fubtle  and  analogi¬ 
cal  reafonings.  In  doing  this  they  frequently  made 
ule  of  the  authority  of  Ariftotle,  and  fometimes  appeal¬ 
ed  to  that  of  the  Fathers ;  their  quotations  from  whom, 
being  taken  at  fecond  hand,  were,  in  many  cafes,  not 
only  inaccurate,  but  very  injudicioufly  applied.  The 
ftyle  of  their  books  was  generally  dry  and  barbarous, 
fiud  almoft  always  involved  in  obfcurity.  Their  mode 
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of  preaching  was  adapted  to  their  fcholaftic  method  of 
ftudy,  In  their  fermons  they  abounded  with  divifions 
and  low  comparifons ;  and  it  was  very  feldoni  that  they 
treated  any  point  of  morality  in  its  proper  extent,  or 
eftablifhed  it  upon  folid  principles,  or  urged  it  with 
eloquence  and  fpirit*  The  more  elaborate  commentaries 
on  lcripture  were  full  of  allegories  and  myftical  inter¬ 
pretations.  Thofe  who  wrote  upon  the  rites  and  cere¬ 
monies  of  the  church,  wholly  employed  themfelves  in 
feeking  or  inventing  myfterious  reafons  for  the  obfer- 
vance  of  them.  But  the  grand  bufmefs  of  the  more 
eminent  fcbooimen,  was  the  illuflration  of  Ariftotle, 
On  him  incredible  numbers  of  comments  were  written, 
of  which  it  may  juftly  be  faid,  that  they  only  ferved  to 
darken  counfel,  by  words  without  knowledge. 

Nothing  could  be  more  unfavourable  to  true  theology, 
and  true  fcience,  than  the  fchool -divinity,  and  the 
fchooi-philofophy.  That  we  may  judge  of  the  ridicu¬ 
lous  purpofes  to  which  this  divinity  and  philofophy  were 
applied,  we  fhall  mention  a  few  of  the  queftions  that 
were  the  objedls  of  difcuffion,  No  lefs  than  twenty- 
four  chapters  are  employed  by  Albertus  Magnus,  in 
examining  whether  the  Angel  Gabriel  appeared  to 
the  Virgin  Mary  in  the  lhape  of  a  ferpent,  of  a  dove, 
of  a  man,  or  of  a  woman u  whether  he  feemed  to  be 
young  or  old  cc  in  what  drefs  he  was;”  66  whether  his 
garment  was  white,  or  of  two  colours “  whether  his 
linen  was  clean  or  foul *c  whether  he  appeared  in  the 
jnorning,  at  noon,  or  in  the  evening;”  “  what  was  the 
.colour  of  the  Virgin  Mary’s  hair;”  **  whether  fhe  was 
acquainted  with  the  mechanic  and  liberal  arts whe¬ 
ther  fhe  had  any  fkill  in  grammar,  rhetoric,  logic,  mu* 
fic,  aftronomy,  &c.”  and  “  whether  fhe  had  a  thorough 
knowledge  of  the  book  of  Sentences,  and  of  all  the 
chapters  it  contains ;”  a  book  which  was  compofed 
above  eleven  hundred  years  after  her  death.  Some  of 
the  queflions  cifcufTed  by  Thomas'  Aquinas  were  inde- 
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*ent,  as  well  as  ridiculous :  fuch  as,  “  why  Chrift  was 
not  an  hermaphrodite “  why  he  did  not  affume  the 
female  fex 64  whether  there  were  excrements  in  para- 
dife and  u  whether  the  faints  will  rife  with  their 
inteftines.”  Other  topics  of  deputation.  Hill  more 
fcandalous  and  fhameful,  we  forbear  to  fpecify.  One 
enquiry,  which  was,  €i  whether  a  million  of  angels 
might  not  lit  upon  a  needle's  point,”  is  truly  laughable. 

The  abfiard  veneration  in  which  Ariftotle  was  held  by 
the  greateft  part  of  the  fc bool  men,  will  appear  from  the 
extravagant  things  which  were  advanced  concerning 
him.  It  was  aflerted,  that  nature  herfelf  had  fet  her 
fignet  to  what  he  invented.  One  divine  maintained, 
that  it  was  impoffible  for  the  utmoft  ftretch  of  human 
underftanding,  without  the  particular  affiftance  of  a 
genius,  to  penetrate  into  the  fecrets  of  nature  fo  far  as 
Ariftotle  had  done.  Another  affirmed,  that  this  philo- 
fopher,  in  all  his  undertakings,  ufed  to  advife  with  a 
fpirit,  which  he  had  brought  down  from  the  fphere  of 
Venus,  by  the  facrifice  of  a  haltered  lamb,  and  fame 
other  ceremonies.  A  third  contended,  that  he  had  no 
need  of  fuch  affiftance  ;  and  that  he  was  able,  by  the 
mere  ftrength  of  his  natural  genius,  to  arrive  at  as  per- 
fed:  a  knowledge  in  divinity,  as  that  which  was  com¬ 
municated  to  our  ftrft  father  when  he  was  afteep  in 
paradife,  or  to  St.  Paul  in  his  extacy.  It  was  declared 
by  a  fourth,  that  Ariftotle  was  the  fore-runner  of  the 
Meffias  in  the  myfteries  of  nature,  as  John  the  Baptift 
was  in  the  myfteries  of  grace.  By  fome  perfons  it  was 
acknowledged,  that  if  he  had  not  been  employed  in 
the  accurate  diftinddon  of  all  forts  of  reafonings,  the 
church  would  have  wanted  many  articles  of  faith.  <c  The 
authority  of  Ariftotle,  fays  Nicius  Erythraeus,  has 
taken  too  deep  root  to  be  afraid  of  the  power  of  any 
man.  His  dodrine  does  and  will  flouriffi,  arvd  the 
me.afure  of  every  one’s  underftanding  will  be  rated  by 
what  proportions  of  knowledge  he  has  imbibed  from  bis 
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fountain  of  learning  nor  will  any  one  who  has  a  grain.' 
of  fenfe,  not  choofe>  in  matters  relating  to  philofophy*. 
to  err  with  the  God,  if  I  may  fo  fay,  of  philofophers^ 
than  to  think  right  with  any  other  petty  retailers  of 
literature.” 

With  all  the  mifapplication  of  their  talents,  the  fchool 
divines  and  philofophers  were  many  of  them  great  men. 
Thomas  Aquinas,  in  particular,  had  extraordinary  abi¬ 
lities,  which,  if  they  had  been  properly  directed,  might 
have  rendered  him  very  ulefui  to  mankind..  Nor  is. 
it  to  be  imagined  that  every  thing  in  him  is  trifling 
and  ridiculous.  There  are,  it  is  believed,  parts  of  his 
works  which  might  even  now  be  read  with  pleafure  and 
advantage. 

* 

So  far  as  it  is  an  honour  to  have  produced  the  fchool- 
men,  our  own  country  had  its  full  ihare  in  that  honour®.. 
Not  to  mention  L/an franc  and  Anfelm,  Duns  Scotus 
was  a  Briton,  probably  born  in  Scotland,,  and  William 
Occam  was  an  Englishman.  Alexander  Hales,  John 
Baconthorp,  Thomas  Bradwardine,  and  a  large  lid  of 
names  might  be  produced,  if  it  were  need! ary  to> 
refeue  them  from  the  oblivion  in  which  they  have 
long  flept. 

At  the  clofe  of  the  fifteenth  century,  the  fchool 
philofophy  ft  ill  retained  its  dominion,  and  continued  to. 
do  fo,  among  divines  in  general,  to  a  much  later  pe¬ 
riod.  It  was  not,  however,  fo  univerfally  followed  as 
it  had  hitherto  been  ;  for  other  objects  began  now  to. 
engage  the  attention  of  mankind.  Some  few  perfons, 
went  even  fo,  far  as  to  perceive  the  folly  of  the  fcholaflic 
difquifltions  and  diftinctions,  and  to  treat  them  with 
contempt  and  ridicule.  Others,  who  ftill  adhered  to. 
the  fyftem,  wifhed  to  flrip  oil'  the  uncouth  and  barba¬ 
rous  language  with  which  it  had  been  clothed,  and  to. 
put  it  in  a  more  eafy  and  graceful  drels  :  but  it  was  not 
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of  a  nature  to  admit  of  much  junction  with  taftc  and 
elegance. 

At  the  time  to  which  we  are  now  arrived,  feveral 
circumftances  had  contributed,  in  various  parts  of  Eu¬ 
rope,  to  open,  in  a  confiderable  degree,  the  human 
mind ;  and  thefe  cir cum  {fences  were  not  without  their 
influence  in  Great  Britain,  The  advantages  which  feme 
of  our  own  countrymen  derived  from  the  more  early 
application  of  the  Italians  to  polite  learning,  have 
already  been  defended.  But  it  was  the  taking  of  Con- 
flantinople,  in  1453,  which  paved  the  way  for  a  total 
revolution  in  European  literature.  The  learned  Greeks 
of  that  metropolis,  being  driven  from  their  native 
country,  took  refuge  in  Italy,  and  carried  along  with 
them  their  ancient  writers,  Thefe  they  interpreted  ; 
and  the  fchools  which  they  opened  for  this  purpofe  were 
crouded  with  difei pies.  Hence  an  incredible  ardour 

was  excited  for  claflical  learning: ;  and  a  new  order  of 
things  was  brought  forward,  which,  in  a  courfe  of 
time,  was  to  have  prodigious  e debts  in  enlarging  the 
human  understanding*  and  in  improving  the  (late  of  fo- 
ciety.  It  was  remarkable  that  this  new  mode  of  eru¬ 
dition  was  encouraged  by  the  popes.  They  considered 
it  as  a  frefh  expedient  for  eftablifhing  their  authority 
over  the  minds  of  men,  and  extended  their  patronage 
to  it  with  uncommon  liberality.  This  policy  of  the 
'  Roman  Pontiffs,  though  if  was  highly  beneficial  to  the 
world,  was  in  the  end,  hurtful  to  themfelves  ;  for  it 
was  not  poffible,  that  the  abfurd  dodtrines  and  tyranni¬ 
cal  claims  of  popery  could  long  maintain  their  ground 
againft  that  fpirit  of  enquiry  which  was  fullered  by  the 
revival  of  ancient  Literature.  One  of  the  fir  ft  confe- 
quences  which  refulted  from  the  application  to  the  Gre¬ 
cian  authors,  was,  that  many  perfons  were  induced  to 
prefer  the  elegant  and  captivating  philofophy  of  Plato, 
to  the  fcholaftic  Subtleties,  and  the  captious  logic  of 
Ariftotle, 
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Another  circumflance,  by  which  the  period  wc  arc 
now  fpeaking  of  was  diftinguifhed,  was  the  fpirit  of  na¬ 
vigation  and  difeovery.  This  fpirit  had,  at  firft,  prin¬ 
cipally  operated  among  the  Portuguefe,  owing  to  the 
ardent  and  enterprifing  mind  of  Henry,  prince  of  Por¬ 
tugal,  whofe  name  will  ever  ffand  illuft rious  among  thofe 
•who,  by  their  efforts,  have  contributed  the  moll  t© 
change  the  face  of  the  earth. 

. — For  then  from  ancient  gloom  emerg’d 
The  rifing  world  of  trade.  The  Genius,  then. 

Of  Navigation,  that  in  hopelefs  Sloth 
Had  flumbered  on  the  vaft  Atlantic  deep 
For  idle  Ages,  {farting,  heard  at  lad 
The  Lufitanian  prince,  who,  heav’n  infpir’d. 

To  love  of  ufeful  glory  rous’d  mankind. 

And  in  unbounded  Commerce  mix’d  the  world. 

The  fame  difpofition  extended  itfelf  to  different  parts 
©f  Europe,  and  it  was  exerted  with  peculiar  vigour  to¬ 
wards  the  clofe  of  the  fifteenth  century.  Hence  it  came 
to  pafs,  that  the  new  feenes  which  were  prefented  to  men, 
ana  the  new  obje&s  that  engaged  their  attention,  con¬ 
tributed  to  enlarge  their  understandings,  and  to  affift  the 
progrefs  of  human  improvement  in  general. 

Such  was  the  fituation  of  things  among  the  weftern 
European  nations,  when  King  Henry  the  Seventh  mount¬ 
ed  the  throne  of  England ;  the  Hate  of  knowledge  and 
literature  in  whofe  reign  we  now  proceed  to  relate.  Hi¬ 
therto,  from  the  fcantinefs  of  materials,  we  have  com¬ 
prehended  an  extenlive  period  in  each  article.  For  the 
future,  we  lhall  confine  ourfelves  to  fingle  reigns.  The 
prefent  reign,  indeed,  being,  juft  in  the  dawn  of  the 
revival  of  literature,  will  not  detain  us  long  :  but  ample 
amends  for  this  defedt  will  be  made  in  our  fucceeding 
volumes. 

In  Henry  the  Seventh’s  time,  a  foundation  was  laid 
for  fuch  a  change  in  the  order  of  fociety,  and  the  man¬ 
ners 
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ners  of  the  people,  as,  at  length,  was  produ&ive  of 
mighty  confequences.  The  civil  wars  had  greatly  weak- 
ened  the  numbers  and  ftrength  of  the  feudal  lords,  and 
it  was  the  policy  and  intereft  of  the  king  fill!  farther  to 
reduce  their  power,  and  dedroy  their  influence*  But 
this  fcheme  could  not  take  effeCt  without  his  paying  a 
regard  to  the  body  of  his  fubjedhs,  and  endeavouring  to 
promote  their  general  interefts.  He  was  induced,  there¬ 
fore,  to  encourage,  in  various  ways,  agriculture,  manu¬ 
factures,  and  commerce,  than  which  nothing  could  be 
better  calculated  to  render  the  bulk  of  the  people  lefs 
dependent  upon  the  nobility  and  great  landholders*  Par¬ 
ticular  datutes  were,  at  the  fame  time,  pabed,  which 
co-operated  with  the  natural  and  gradual  improvements 
that  had  begun  to  take  place.  The  diffolution  of  entails 
was  now'  fully  and  finally  e  flab  billed,  and  the  profpeCf  of 
acquiring  landed  property  was  opened  to  thofe  who,  in 
their  former  date,  could  never  have  lifted  up  their  minds 
to  fo  agreeable  an  expectation.  It  was  forbidden  to  the 
nobles  to  keep  retainers  in  livery,  for  the  purpofe  of  af- 
ii liing  them  in  their  quarrels;  and  hence  numbers  of 
men,  who  before  had  been  idle,  licentious,  and  nuifances 
to  the  public,  were  obliged  to  betake  themfelves  to  ho¬ 
ned  employments.  By  the  exercife  of  indudry  they 
grew  to  be  more  independent ;  and  the  change  in  their 
external  circumftances  produced  an  alteration  in  their 
views,  manners,  and  fentiments.  Their  underdandings 
became  capable  of  looking  to  objeCts  which  had  not 
formerly  been  thought  of ;  and,  in  particular,  the  feel¬ 
ings  of  property  awakened  a  feeling  of  the  value  and 
importance  of  civil  liberty.  It  is  true  that  it  was  only 
the  foundation  of  improvement  which  was  laid  in  the 
prefent  reign,  and  that  the  progrefs  was  comparatively 
very  fmall.  The  people  were  too  fubfervient  to  the  king, 
on  whom  they  leaned  for  fupport ;  and  he  fo  far  availed 
himfelf  of  the  advantages  of  his  fituation,  as  to  carry, 
in  many  cafes,  his  prerogatives  to  a  great  height.  Ne- 
Ferthplefs,  the  government  under  him  was  not  fo  abfo- 
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lute  as  hath  often  been  reprefented.  No  material  alter¬ 
ations  were  made  in  the  ancient  conftitution.  The  king 
was  under  the  neceflity  of  having  recourfe  to  frequent 
parliaments;  and  his  authority,  when  difplayed  with  the 
greateft  vigour,  was  iliil  confidered  as  fubordinate  to  that 
of  the  national  afiembly. 

With  regard  to  the  flate  of  theology  in  the  reign  now 
before  us,  fcarcely  any  thing  can  be  laid  in  its  praiie. 
The  popifh  clergy  adhered  to  the  fyflem  of  the  fchools ; 
and  the  followers  of  WicklifF  were  too  much  deprelTed 
for  their  divines  to  make  any  finking  figure.  Their 
principles,  however,  were  gaining  ground  by  degrees ; 
and  the  minds  of  numbers  of  the  people  were  becoming 
more  and  more  prepared  for  the  mighty  changes  hereaf¬ 
ter  to  follow. 

John  Alcock,  fucceffively  bifhop  of  Rochefter,  Wor- 
cefier,  and  Ely,  hands  among  the  foremoft  of  the  divines 
who  flourifhed  in  the  time  of  Hentv  the  Seventh.  Though 

•  ^  O 

he  was  much  engaged  in  public  employments,  he  found 
leifure  for  the  profecution  of  his  private  ftudies,  the 
fruits  of  which  appeared  in  feveral  theological  and  de¬ 
votional  trabfs.  One  piece  of  his,  entitled,  44  Mons 
Perfebtionis,”  was  l'o  much  admired  and  read,  as  to  pals 
through  the  hands  of  different  printers.  Independent¬ 
ly  of  his  character  as  a  divine,  bifhop  Alcock  was,  in 
*  various  refpedts,  a  man  of  diftingui died  abilities.  Though 
he  wrote  upon  the  Penitential  Pfalms  in  Engfifii  verle, 
we  cannot  prefume  to  rank  him  as  a  poet. 

A  Maurice  de  Portu,  who  was  appointed  archbifhop 
of  Tuatn  foon  after  the  acceffion  of  king  Henry  the 
Eighth,  and  who  died  before  he  took  pofieffion  of  his 
fee,  has  been  reckoned  among  the  learned  divines  of  this 
period.  His  works  were  certainly  written  in  Henry  the 
Seventh’s  time;  but,  as  he  chiefly  refided  abroad,  it  may 
jufily  be  doubted  whether  he  ought  to.be  clalfed  among 
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the  Englifh,  or,  to  fpeak  more  properly,  the  Irifli  authors. 
At  any  rate  there  would  be  no  great  lofs  of  him,  as  his 
excellence  lay  folely  in  the  fcholaftic  theology. 

John  Fifher,  the  celebrated  bifhop  of  Rochefler,  may 
in  part  be  referred  to  the  p relent  reign.  It  was  in  1502 
that  he  was  appointed,  by  charter,  the  lady  Margaret's 
firft  divinity  profeffor  in  Cambridge.  Fie  was  undoubt¬ 
edly  one  of  the  moil  learned  men  of  that  age  :  but  his 
theology  was  entirely  devoted  to  the  fupport  of  the  doc¬ 
trines  and  claims  of  the  Roman  pontiffs.  His  contem¬ 
porary,  dean  Colet,  was  in  this  refpedt  far  his  fuperior. 
The  dean  had  a  liberality  of  mind  which  enabled  him 
to  defpife  the  fubtleties  of  the  fchoolmen  ;  and  he  found¬ 
ed  his  divinity  on  the  fludy  of  the  fcriptures,  and  of  the 
primitive  fathers.  Even  among  the  fathers,  he  paid 
but  little  reverence  to  the  authority  of  St.  Auguftin  5 
which  was  a  ftretch  of  freedom  very  uncommon  at  the 
time  in  which  he  lived. 

'  ■  *  "N 

The  period  we  are  treating  of  was  too  fhort,  and  the 
age  was  yet,  comparatively  fpeaking,  too  dark,  to  ad¬ 
mit  of  any  coniiderabie  improvement  in  general  philo- 
fophy.  That  continued,  for  the  molt  part,  on  the  foot¬ 
ing  which  it  had  formerly  maintained.  Nevertheless* 
there  was  a  tendency,  in  the  difpoiition  of  the  times,  to 
fome  enlargement  of  fcience.  The  fpirit  of  difcovery* 
which  now  began  to  fet  Europe  in  motion,  neceffarily 
occafioned  an  application  to  thofe  branches  of  mathe¬ 
matics  with  which  the  art  of  navigation  is  connected ; 
nor  was  this  fpirit  without  its  influence  in  our  own  coun¬ 
try.  The  king,  in  particular,  had  imbibed  it,  and  felt 
the  power  of  it  in  no  final  1  degree.  Henry  the  Seventh 
had  fenfe  and  policy  enough  to  difcern  that  the  ardour 
for  exploring  diltant  countries,  and  failing  over  immenfc 
teas  in  fearch  of  new  worlds,  might  be  converted  to  the 
public  advantage.  He  was  very  near  having  the  honour 
of  being  the  patron  of  the  great  Columbus ;  and  it  was 

only 
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only  by  an  accident  that  he  was  deprived  of  this  ho¬ 
nour.  That  illuflrious  navigator,  after  having  met  with 
frequent  repulfes  from  the  courts  of  Portugal  and  Spain, 
lent  his  brother  Bartholomew  into  England,  in  order  to 
explain  his  projedts  to  Henry,  and  to  entreat  his  a  ffi  fi¬ 
ance  in  carrying  them  into  execution*  The  king  invited 
Columbus  to  England ;  but  his  brother,  in  returning  to 
Spain,  was  unfortunately  taken  by  pirates*  and  detained 
in  his  voyage.  In  the  mean  time,  Columbus  obtained 
the  protection  of  Ifabella,  queen  of  Caftile,  by  whom 
lie  was  furnifhed  with  a  fmall  fleet,  with  which  he  hap¬ 
pily  accomplifhed  his  enterprife.  But  though  Henry  in 
this  inflance  met  with  a  difappointment,  he  did  not  re¬ 
mit  in  his  zeal  for  the  encouragement  of  navigation* 
John  Cabot,  a  native  of  Venice,  but  an  inhabitant  of 
Briftol,  was  fent  out  by  the  king,  in  fearch  of  new 
countries.  Accordingly,  in  the  fpring  of  the  year  1497, 
lie  proceeded  on  his  voyage,  accompanied  by  his  Ion, 
afterwards  the  famous  Sebaftian  Cabot,  and  on  the  24th 
of  June  following,  arrived  at  the  ifland  of  Raccalaos, 
now  known  by  the  name  of  Newfoundland.  In  purfuit 
of  his  objedt,  John  Cabot  reached  the  main  land  of 
North  America.  He  is  underflood,  therefore,  to  have 
difeovered  the  American  continent,  before  it  was  done 
by  Columbus,  who  was  not  acquainted  with  it  till  his 
laft  voyage,  in  1498,  when  he  coafled  along  a  part  of 
the  iflhmus  of  Darien.  Cabot’s  difeoveries,  though  im¬ 
portant  in  their  confequences,  were  not  produdlive  of 
any  immediate  conquefls  or  fettlements.  A  fimilar 
voyage  was  undertaken  from  Briflol,  in  1502.  The 
king  was  not  inattentive  to  the  naval  force  of  England  ; 
for  he  expended  fourteen  thoufand  pounds  in  building 
one  fhip,  called  the  Great  Harry.  This  was,  proper™ 
ly  fpeaking,  the  firft  fhip  in  the  Englifh  navy,  as,  here¬ 
tofore,  when  the  prince  wanted  a  fleet,  he  had  no  other 
method  of  procuring  one,  than  by  hiring  veffels  from 
the  merchants.  Such  a  man  of  wrar  as  the  Great 
Harry  could  not  have  been  conflrudfed,  unlefs  there 
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had  been  fome  improvement  in  mathematical  feience^ 
and  in  naval  architedture. 

There  are  fcarcely  any  hiflorians  to  be  taken  notice  of 
In  the  prelent  reign,  Robert  Fabyan,  whom  we  have 
formerly  mentioned,  might  here  have  been  introduced*, 
as  he  continued  to  ftauriili,  and  to  write,  during  a  confi- 
derable  part  of  Henry  the  Seventh’s  Time.  But  we 
have  feen  that  he  would  be  little  worthy  of  notice  at  any 
period,  excepting  that  he  was  one  of  the  firil  of  our  an¬ 
cient  chroniclers  who  compofed  in  the  Englifh  language. 
It  was  at  the  initance  of  the  king  that  Poly  dare  Virgil 
began  his  hiftory,  though  it  was  not  till  the  next  reign 
that  the  work  was  completed.  Hence,  however,  it  is 
apparent,  that  Henry  was  not  indifferent  to  fo  important 
a  matter  as  hiftorical  competition. 

The  greatefl  literary  objedt  of  the  period  before  us^ 
is  the  zealous  attention  that  was  now  paid  to  elaffica! 
learning.  Some  regard  had  begun  to  be  fhown  to  it 
previoufly  to  the  king’s  acceffion  ;  but  it  was  not  till 
this  reign  that  it  became  a  point  of  very  ardent  purfuit. 
Several  eminent  men,  wKofe  memories  deferve  to  be 
held  in  the  highefl  honour,  contributed  to  a  revolution* 
fo  important  in  the  literature  of  England.  One  of  them 
was  William  Grocyn,  who  had  early  made  himfelf  maf* 
ter  of  all  the  learning  of  his  own  country,  had  rifen  to 
great  reputation,  and  obtained  feveral  valuable  prefer¬ 
ments.  Not  fatisfied  with  the  acquifitions  he  had  already 
attained,  he  determined  to  go  abroad  for  farther  im¬ 
provement.  Accordingly,  he  went  into  Italy,  where  he 
perfedted  himfelf  in  the  Greek  and  Latin  languages,  un*' 
der  three  of  the  raoft  celebrated  inftrudters  of  the  time* 
Demetrius  Chaicondylas  and  Politian  at  Florence,  and 
Hermolaus  Barbarus  at  Rome.  Upon  his  return  to  Eng? 
land,  he  made  it  his  bufinefs  to  promote  the  knowledge 
of  thefe  languages  to  the  utmoft  of  his  power.  He  pub¬ 
licly  taught  the  Greek  tongue  at  Oxford,  and  is  under- 
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Hood  to  have  been  the  brft  voluntary  le&urer  in  that 
tongue.  Erafmus  coming  to  Oxford  at  this  period, 
Grocyn  had  the  honour  of  abiding  him  in  obtaining  a 
more  perfect  acquaintance  with  the  Greek  than  he  pof- 
fefled  before.  Such  was  Grocyn’s  delicacy,  that  he  de¬ 
clined  appearing  in  the  world  as  an  author.  He  was  of 
fo  nice  a  tade,  fays  Erafmus,  that  he  had  rather  write 
nothing  than  write  ilk 

William  Latimer  was  another  zealous  promoter  of  the 
fludy  of  ancient  literature.  He,  likewife,  travelled 
abroad  to  acquire  a  more  complete  knowledge  of  it, 
and  refided  fome  time  at  Padua  for  this  purpofe.  Eraf¬ 
mus  was  indebted  to  him,  as  well  as  to  Grocyn,  for  his 
farther  improvement  in  the  Greek  language,  and  was 
aided  by  him  in  preparing  for  the  prefs  his  fecond  edi¬ 
tion  of  the  New  Tedament.  Though  Latimer  was  one 
of  the  greatefl  men  of  that  age,  and  edeemed  a  mailer 
of  all  (acred  and  profane  learning,  he  never  publifhed 
any  thing  ;  and  there  are  only  extant  a  few  of  his  letters, 
written  to  Eraimus* 

A  name  dill  more  illudrious  than  thofe  of  either  of 
the  two  former,  was  Thomas  IJmacre.  He,  too,  was 
not  contented  with  the  education  which  his  own  country 
afforded  him,  though  his  grammatical  indrudtion  was 
the  bed  that  could  then  be  obtained,  being  under  the 
learned  William  Tilly,  at  Canterbury.  At  Oxford,  his 
progrels  in  literature  was  very  diftinguifhed  ;  and  for  far¬ 
ther  improvement  he  went  into  Italy,  where  the  drib 
place  of  his  reiidence  was  Florence.  Here  he  was  treat¬ 
ed  with  the  greateh  kmdneis  and  refpedt  by  duke  Lo¬ 
renzo  de  Medicis,  one  of  the  polited  men  of  that  age, 
and  an  eminent  patron  of  letters ;  and  here  he  enjoyed 
the  fame  maders  on  whom  Grocyn  had  attended.  Such 
was  the  ufe  which  he  made  of  thefe  advantages,  that  he 
acquired  a  complete  knowledge  of  the  Greek  tongue, 
by  the  indrudtions  of  Chalcondylas ;  and  fo  far  did  he 
i  improve 
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improve  himfelf  in  the  Latin  language,  under  his  pre¬ 
ceptor  Angelo  Politian,  that  he  could  write  more  cor- 
redtly  in  that  language  than  Politian  himfelf.- 

From  Florence  Li  nacre  removed  to'  Rome,-  where  he 
put  himfelf  under  the  tuition  of  Herntolaus  Barbaras, 
for  the  purpofe  of  fludying  natural  philofophy  arid  phy- 
flc.  In  the  profecution  of  this  object  he  made  it  his 
buiinefs  to'  get  well  acquainted  with  the  works;  of  Arif- 
totle  and  Galen  in1  the  original ;  and  he  tranflated  and 
publifhed  feveral  trafts  of  the  latter.  He  had  formed  a 
defigri,  in  conjunction  with  Grocyn  and  W,  Latimer,  of 
tranflating  Ariflotle ;  but  the  feheme  was  not  carried  in¬ 
to  execution*  When  Linacre  returned  to  England,  he 
fhone  in  the  double  capacity  of  a  phyfician  and  a  polite 
ieholar*  As  a  phyfician  he  fettled  fir  ft  at  Oxford.  Here 
be  was  created  dodTor  of  pliyiic,  arid  appointed  public 
profeffhr  of  his  faculty,  in  confeqiienee  of  which  he 
read  medical  ledtures.  From  Oxford  he  was  called  to 
court  by  the  .king*  to  be  phyfician  and  preceptor  to 
prince  Arthur.  Though  Linacre  poffeffed  all  the  phi¬ 
lofophy  of  the  times,  his  grand  merit  lies  in  having 
been  one  of  the  molt  zealous  reftorers  and  promoters  of 
clafficai  learning ;  and  his  book,  *c  De  Emendata  Struc- 
tura  Latin!  Sermonis,”  was  of  lingular  fervice  in  this 
tefpedL  This  book,  however,  was  not  publifhed  till 
fome  time  after  the  acceffion  of  Henry  the  Eighth  ;  and 
it  was  not  till  that  feign  that  Linacre  had  the  glory  of 
being  the  founder  of  the  college  of  phyficians,  in  Lon¬ 
don. 

Another  ornament  of  the  period  we  afe  treating  of, 
was  William  Lily,  fo  well  known  as  a  grammarian,  and 
whofe  ardour  for  improvement  carried  him  beyond  the 
boundaries  of  Italy.  The  Greek  language  was  fludied 
by  him  in  the  ifle  of  Rhodes,  whither  feveral  learned 
men  had  fled  for  refuge,  under  the  protection  of  the 
1786,  b  knights 
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knights  there,  after  the  taking  of  Conttantinople.  From 
Rhodes  he  removed  to*  Rome,  where  he  acquired  a  po- 
lifhed  latinity,  from  the  inftructions  of  Johannes  Sul- 
picius,  and  Fomponius  Sab  inns,,  Not  long  after  his 
arrival  in  his  own  country,  he  became  the 'firft  teacher 
©f  Greek  at  any  public  iVhool  in  England.  The  fchbol 
over  which  he  was  appointed  was  that  of  St.  Pauls,, 
newly  founded  by  dean  Colet.  Lily  was  the  head 
matter  of  it  twelve  yearsr  during  which  time  he  edu¬ 
cated  a  great  number  of  youth  s>  fame  of  whom  proved 
to  be  very  able  and  eminent  men.  In-  a  Hiftory  of 
the  Literature  of  this  period,  dean  Coles  mutt  be  men¬ 
tioned  with  particular  honour,,  not  only  as  a  divine,  but 
as  an  ardent  promoter  of  knowledge  in  general.  Like 
feveral  others  of  his  celebrated  contemporaries,  he 
travelled  into  Italy  y  and  he  made  fame  ttay  in  France*. 
He  was  the  friend, >  the  patron  of  Erafmus,  and  a  flitt¬ 
ed  that  great  man  ki  preparing  his  New  T'efta- 
liient  for  publication.  No  one  could  be  more  zealous- 
for  the  advancement  of  ancient  learning  *  and  of  thi£ 
the  fchool  which  he  founded  was  a  noble  and  fuccefsfub 
Pittance.  His  munificence  was  not  approved  of  by  all 
the  prelates  of  that  age.  One  of  them,  in  repute  for 
his  wifdom  and  gravity,  feverely  e endured  the  dean,  in 
a  public  affembiy,  for  i uttering  the  Latin  poets  to  be 
taught  in  his  new  ftrudture  y  which,  therefore,  the  bi~ 
fhop  tty  led  a  houfe  of  Pagan  idolatry* 

The  frequency  of  snftitutioas  of  this  kind  exhibited 

remarkable,  evidence  that  ancient  prejudices  were  gra¬ 
dually  wearing  off,  and  that  a  national  tatte  for  critical 
ihidies,  and  the  graces  of  compofition,  began  to  be 
diffufcd.  From  the  year  1503  to  the  Reformation, 
there  were  mare  Grammar  fchcols  founded  and  en¬ 
dowed  in  England  than  had  been  for  three  hundred 
years  before.  Though  moil  of  thefe  may  at  prefent 
be  of  little  ufe  and  importance,  they  were  probably 
<&f  conttderable  fervice  ai  the  revival  of  Literature. 
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We  come  now  to  the  poetry  of  the  period  before  us. 
There  is  one  author  who  ought  to  have  been  mentioned 
in  our  laft  number,  not  indeed  upon  the  account  of  me¬ 
rit,  but  for  the  fake  of  her  fex.  This  was  Juliana 
Berners,  priorefs  of  Sopewell  Nunnery,  near  St;  Alban's. 
Notwithftan.ding  her  being  a  priorefs,  die  did  not  em¬ 
ploy  fierfeif  in  penning  devout  meditations,  and -rules 
bf  holy  living,  but,  being  a  woman  of  rank  and  fpirir, 
fhe  wrote  on  hawking*  hunting,  and  fiftiing.  That  part 
which  relates  to  hunting  is  in  rhime.  This  lady  is 
the  fecond*  at  lead  in  point  of  time,  of  any  of  our 
female  writers,  and  the  firft  who  appeared  in  print.  So 
popular  was  her  work,  that  it  went  through  two  im- 
predions  in  the  fpace  of  five  years ;  and  this  at  the  mod 
early  period  of  printing  in  England,  when  books  were 
neither  common  nor  of  rapid  (ale*  But  the  fubjebbs 
die  treated  of  were  adapted  to  the  tade  and  employments 
of  a  rudic  nobility  and  gentry. 

Of  the  EngHfh  poets,  in  Henry  the  Seventh's  reign, 
the  writer  that  bed  deferved  the  name  was  Stephen 
Hawes,  who  ivas  patronized  by  that  monarch.  After 
receiving  a  literary  education  at  Oxford,  he  travelled 
much  in  France,  and  rendered  himfelf  a  complete  m af¬ 
ter  both  of  the  French  and  the  Italian  poetry.  One  of 
his  principal  productions  was  entitled  the  “  Temple  of 
Glade which  was  founded  Upon  Chaucer's  fc  Houfe 
of  Fame,"  and  derived  fome  aflidance  from  the  fame 
great  poet's  (c  Adembly  of  Foules.”  Though  Hawes 
Was  endebted  to  Chaucer  for  the  piCturelque  invention 
which  was  found  in  this  compofition,  there  was  fome 
merit  in  having  recourfe  to  fo  excellent  a  model,  after 
it  had  long  beeirforgotten,  and  nothing  had  appeared, 
for  aim  oft  a  century,  but  Legends,  Homilies,  and  Chro¬ 
nicles  in  verfe.  But  Hawes's  capital  performance  was 
the  iC  Padetyme  of  Pleafure.”  In  this  poem  there  is  an 
effort  of  imagination  and  invention ;  and  it  contains 
fome  ftriking  inftances  of  romantic  and  allegoric  fic- 
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tion.  From  the  manner  in  which  the  perfonincatioti9’ 
are  fu  flamed,  it  is  evident  that  the  writer  was  no  mean 
proficient  in  the  Provencal  fchool.  In  point  of  verfi- 
ficatston,  he  improved  upon  Lydgate,  and  was  fuperior 
to  that  poet  in  genius  and  fancy.  With  regard  to  har¬ 
mony  of  numbers,  and  clearnefs  of  expreffion,  Stephen 
Hawes  greatly  excelled  his  immediate  predeceffors  and 
contemporaries;  and,  upon  the  whole,  fuch  was  the 
excellence  of  his  “  Pafletyme  of  Pleafure,”  that  its 
having  fallen  into  nearly  a  total  neglect  is  fbrnewhat  to 
be  lamented. 

Another  poet,  who  fburifhed  in  the  prefent  reign r 
teas  Alexander  Barclay.  From  his  name  it  might  be 
conjectured  that  he  was  a  native  of  Scotland,  and  the 
matter  has  been  difputed  ;  but  it  is  molt  generally 
agreed  that  he  was  born  in  the  Weft  of  England.  His 
education,  preferments,  and  refidence,  were  undoubt¬ 
edly  Englifti.  He  followed  the  literary  fafhion  of  the 
times,  in  travelling  into  foreign  parts ;  and  the  coun¬ 
tries  which  he  vili-ted  were  Germany,  Italy,  and  France*. 
After  his  return  to  this  kingdom,  he  wrote  his  principal 
work,  the  title  of  which  was  the  “  Ship  of  FoolesT 
-It  was  chiefly  taken  from  a  German  original,  and  from 
two  tranflations  of  that  original,  one  in  French  and 
rthe  other  in  Latin.,  Barclay  made,  however,  fame 
additions  of  his  own.  It  was  the  defign  of  the  perform¬ 
ance  to  ridicule  the  reigning  follies  and  vices  of  every 
rank  and  profeffion,  under  the  allegory  of  a  fhip  freight¬ 
ed  with  fools  of  all  kinds.  The  fubject  was  a  fine 
one ;  but  neither  the  firft  author  nor  the  Englifh  tran¬ 
slator  and  imitator  had  genius  fufficient  to  conduct  it 
with  a  proper  degree  of  invention  and  variety,  Cha- 
radler  and  pleafantry  might  have  been  expected  from  the 
"title;  but  in  vain  fliaU  we  look  for  fuch  a  delineation 

-  of  foibles  as  appears  in  the  Canterbury  Tales,  or  fuch 

-  a  ftrength  of  fat  ire  as  is  exhibited  in  Pierce  Plowman. 
Barclay’s  ftanza  is  prolate  and  tedious,  and  his  poetry 

Is 
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ib  often  no  more  than  dull  verification.  But, 'with  all 
t'hefe  faults,  the  ^  Ship  of  Fools,”  as  a  general  fat  ire- 
on  the  times,  will  not  be  found  to  be  wholly  void  of 
entertainment.  The  language  too  of  the  writer  is 
more  cultivated  than  that  of  many  of  his  contempo¬ 
raries,  and  he  had  the  honour  of  contributing  fome- 
thing  to  the  improvement  of  the  phrafeology  of  his 
country*  Befides  other  pieces,  Barclay  was  the  author 
of  five  Eclogues,  which  were  the  firft  of  the  kind  ill 
the  Englilli  tongue.  They  were  formed  upon  the  plan 
of  Petrarch  and  Mantuan,  being  of  a  moral  and  fatirical 
nature,  and  containing  but  few  Brakes  of  rural  de~ 
fcription  and  bucolic  imagery. 

Three  verfifiers  in  this  period,  William  Walter,  Henry 
Med  wall,  and  Laurence  Wade,  are  altogether  under- 
ferving  of  particular  notice  ;  neither  would  it  be  worth 
our  while  to  enlarge  upon  fome  pageants  which  were 
exhibited  for  the  diverfion  of  king  Henry  the  Seventh 
and  his  court.  The  dramatic  entertainments  called 

Moralities,"  appear  to  have  been  carried  to  their 
height  about  the  clofe  of  the  prefen t  reign.  A  great; 
contriver  of  them  was  John  Raftall,  a  learned  printer* 
and  brother-in-law  to  fir  Thomas  More.  This  fort  of  fpec- 
tacle  had  hitherto  been  confined  either  to  moral  alle¬ 
gory,  or  to  religion  blended  with  buffoonery  5  but 
Raftall  formed  the  defign  of  rendering  it  the  vehicle  of 
fcience  and  philofophy, 

John  Skelton,  the  poet,  might  here  have  been  intro¬ 
duced.  But,  as  moft  of  his  pieces  were  written  in  the 
time  of  Henry  the  Eighth,  we  fhall  defer  bringing  him 
forward  to  our  next  number. 

■.  I  1  *■  J  i  f  r  p  J  f  ••  ’  ♦  •  ■  ■  .  ,  •  „ 

In  our  laft  article,  we  were  obliged  to  look  up  to 
Scotland  for  the  glory  of  poetry  and  this  is  more  par¬ 
ticularly  the  cafe  with  regard  to  the  ftiort  period  con¬ 
cerning  which  we  are  now  treating.  To  Scotland  we 
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Hand  indebted  for  names  with  which  no  Englifii  one$ 
can  be  put  into  companion.  That  country  produced 
writers  who  adorned  the  age  with  a  degree  of  fenti- 
rpent  and  fpirit,  a  command  of  phrafeology,  and  a  fer¬ 
tility  of  imagination,  not,  perhaps,  tp  be  found  even 
in  Chapcer  or  Lydgate.  Thefe  writers  exhibited  fink¬ 
ing  fpecimens  of  allegorical  invention,  a  mode  of  com-, 
pofltion  which  for  feme  time  had  been  aimed  totally  ex--, 
tinpruifked  in  England.  William  Dunbar  and  Gawin 
Douglas  are  the  two  principal  perfons  tp  whom  this 
high  praife  belongs, 

Dunbar,  the  chief  of  the  ancient  Scottifh  poets,  was 
-a  native  of  Ead  Lothian.  Though  he  feems  to  have 
been  bred  an  ecclefiaiiic,  there  is  no  evidence,  not  with- 
fianding  hi§  high  merit,  that  he  ever  attained  to  any  va¬ 
luable  preferment.  Of  the  poems  written  by  him,  which 
are  numerous,  and  which,  if  the  whole  of  them  were 
'  collected  together,  would  form  a  .confiderable  volume^ 
the  two  longed,  and  the  mod  celebrated,  .are  (£  The 
Thidle  and  the  Rofe,”  and  44  The  Golden  TergeE  The 

Thiflle  and  the  Rofe?>  was  occafioned  by  an  event 
which  ultimately  produced  the  union  of  the  two  crowns 
and  kingdoms  ;  and  that  was,  the  marriage  of  James 
the  Fourth  of  Scotland,  with  Margaret  Tudor,  the 
plded  daughter  of  Henry  the  Seventh,  of  England, 
Through  the  whole  piece,  Dunbar  difplays  a  mod  ad¬ 
mirable  talent  for  allegorical  invention,  and  poetical 
defeription.  His  defign,  in  the  f4  Golden  Terge,”  was, 
tp  fhew  the  gradual  and  imperceptible  influence  of  love, 
when  too  far  indulged  pver  reafon.  This  poem  is  tinc¬ 
tured  with  the  morality  and  imagery  of  the  4f  RomaunJ 
of  the  Rofe,}>  and  the  44  Floure  and  Leafe”  of  Chaucer. 
But  though  the  natural  complexion  of  Dunbar’s  genius 
was  of  a  moral  qr  didadtic  cad,  he  had  great  merits  in 
the  comic  dyle  of  painting.  His  imagination  was  not 
lefs  fuited  to  fatidical  than  to  fublime  allegory  ;  and  he 
the  fird  who  had  appeared  with  any  degree  of  fpjrit 
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in  t'h is  way  of  writing  fince  Pierce  Plowman,  Accord¬ 
ing  to  the  language  of  one  who  has  made  Dunbar  his 
particular  ftudy,  he  unites  in  himfelf,  and  generally  fur- 
pa ffes,  the  qualities  of  the  chief  old  Engl! ill  poets ;  the 
-morals  and  fa  tire  of  Lang!  and  ;  Chaucer’s  humour,  po¬ 
etry,  and  knowledge  of  life;  the  allegory  of  Gower y 
the  delcriptien  of  Lydgate. 

Gawin  Douglas.,  the  other  great  name  in  Scottifh 
poetry.,  during  this  period,  was  illuflrious  by  birth,  as 
well  as  by  genius.  He  was  fon,  brother,  and  uncle  to 
carls  of  Angus.;  and  it  was  to  the  earl  of  Angus,  his  ne¬ 
phew,  that  Margaret,  the  queen  dowager  of  ■•Scotland, 
was  married,  after  the  deceafe  of  her  fir  ft  hufband, 
James  the  Fourth.  As  to  Gawin  Douglas  himfelf,  be¬ 
ing  bred  an  eocieiiaftic,  he  role  to  great  preferments* 
He  was  prevofi  of  the  collegiate  church  of  Stu  Giles* 
abbot  of  the  opulent  convent  of  Aberbrothock,  and  bL 
fhop  of  Dunkeid  :  but  it  is  on  his  eminence  as  a  poet 
chat  his  true  fame  depends.  His  education,  which  com¬ 
menced  in  his  native  country,  was  f  nifhed  at  the  unL 
verfity  of  Paris;  and,  to  whom  fee  ver  he  was  indebted 
for  it,  he  attained  to  great  excellence  in  clailkal  learning. 
This,  in  conjunction  with  the  natural  vigour  of  his  own 
mind,  enabled  him  to  full  a  in  a  new  character  in  the 
world  of  letters,  which  was  that  of  a  poetical  tranflator, 
-not  from  the  old  French  metrical  romances,  but  from  the 
•models  of  the  Anguftan  age.  In  his  early  youth,  he  trans¬ 
lated  Ovid’s  Art  of  Love;  but  he  afterwards  railed  his 
thoughts  to  a  much  nobler  and  more  difficult  undertak¬ 
ing,  which  was  a  complete  traoflation,  in  heroic  verfe, 
of  the  Enekfeof  VirgiL  The  deiign,  which  had  long 
been  entertained  by  him,  was  accomplifhed  in  the  fpace 
of  lixteen  months;  and  it  is -executed  with  equal  dpi  r  it 
and  fidelity.  Dr,  Johnfon  reprefents  Mr.  Pope’s  verfion 
of  Homer  as  a  very  important  object  in  the  hiflory  of 
the  literature  of  this  country,  though  it  was' performed 
#£  a  time  when  learning  and  tails  were  in  a  high  (late  of 
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cultivation  in  England.  What,  then,  are  we  to  think  of 
fuch  a  work  as  that  of  Gawin  Douglas’s,  in  a  period  fo 
comparatively  rude  and  unpolifhed  ?  No  metrical  tranf- 
|ation  of  a  dfaffic  had  yet  appeared  in  Englifli,  unlefs 
we  are  difpofed  to  give  that  appellation  to  Boethius. 
Virgikwas  hitherto  generally  known  only  by  Caxtotds 
romance  on  the  fubjedt  of  the  Eneid  ;  concerning  which 
Douglas  ailerted,  that  it  no  more  refemhled  Virgil  than 
the  <J’evil  was  like  St.  Ault  in. 

Gawin  Douglas  is  eminent  hot  only  as  a  trandatbr,  But 

an  original  writer.  He  was  the  author  of  an  ailegor 
rical  poem,  called  <£  King  Hart/'  and  of  another,  en¬ 
titled  the  <c  Palice  of  Honour/’  excelling  in  the  fame 
fpecies  of  compofition,  and  formed  on  the  defig n  of  the 
Tablet  of  Cebes.  Befides  thefe  prpdudfions,  the  feveral 
books  of  his  tranflation  of  Virgil  are  introduced  wdth 
metrica}  prologues,  which  difplay  a  mod  extraordinary 
degree  of  poetical  beauty.  His  deferiptions  of  winter, 
of  a  film  me  r  morning,  and  of  a  fummer  evening,  have 
pneommon  merit.  Thefe  deferiptions  are  not  the  effu- 
fions  of  a  mind  that  was  indebted  to  the  images  of  other 
poets,  but  the  refult  of  a  genius  that  operated  by  Its 
own  force,  in  the  delineation  of  the' objects  that  were 
prefehted  to  it  by  the  face  of  nature,  Milton’s  L/Alle? 
gro  and  II  Benferofo  hav£  been  reckoned  the  earlieft  de¬ 
scriptive  poems  in  Englifli.  If  that  was  the  cafe,  Scot¬ 
land  produced  the  fineft  examples  of  this  delightful  fpe-j 
dies  bf  compofition  nearly  a  century  and  a  half  before. 
Not  with Hand  ihg  Gawin  Douglas's  excellence  as  a  tranf- 
lator,  it  appears  that  his  proper  walk  was  original  poetry, 

t  I*  ?'- 

01  With  refped  to  the  date  of  architecture,  in  the 
reign  of  king  Henry  the  Seventh,  the  Gothic  hind,  in 
its' fined  form,  dill  maintained  its  dominion.  The  fame 
ftyle  and  manner  of  building,  which  had  fubfided  from 
phb1  time' of  Edward  the  Third,  continued  to  be  pre- 
ferved4  with  relation  to  the  principal  parts  and  members 
'  '  '  '  '  ‘  of 
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of  a  ftru&ure.  Some  difference,  however,  took  place 
in  regard  to  the  windows,  which  were  lefs  pointed  and  . 
more  open.  A  better  tafte  of  ftatuary  began  likewife 
to  appear ;  and,  indeed,  a  greater  care  feems  to  have 
been  beftpwed  on  all  the  ornamental  parts,  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of  giving  them  a  lighter  and  higher  finifhing* 
The  ribs  of  the  vaulting  in  particular,  which  had  been 
large,  and  apparently  formed  for  ftrength  and  fupport, 
became  at  length  divided  into  fuch  an  abundance  of 
parts,  iffuing  from  their  im polls  as  from  a  centre,  and 
spreading  themfelves  over  the  vaulting,  that  the  whole 
vault  (thefe  parts  being  at  the  fame  time  intermixed 
with  delicate  fculpture)  aflumed  the  appearance  of 
.embroidery,  enriched  with  clutters  of  pendent  orna¬ 
ments,  refembling  the  works  occafionally  formed  by 
nature  'in  caves  and  grottos,  and  hanging  down  from 
their  roofs.  Henry  the  Seventies  chapel  at  Weftminfler, 
exhibits,  in  its  vaulting,  the  moft  finking  inftance,  with¬ 
out  exception,  of  the  fpecies  of  beauty  now  deferibed* 
Indeed,  this  whole  chapel  is  one  of  the  fineft  monu¬ 
ments  of  the  perfe&ion  of  the  Gothic  architecture  in 
the  prefen t  reign.  It  is  alfo  to  be  remembered,  that 
Henry  the  Seventh  affifted  in  carrying  on  the  building 
of  King's  College  chapel  at  Cambridge,  which  had 
been  begun  by  Henry  the  Sixth,  The  remainder,  to 
the  battlements,  was  built  by  his  order,  and  he  com¬ 
pleted  the  timber  roof. 

Concerning  the  {fate  of  the  art  of  painting  in  this  pe^ 
riod,  there  is  little  to  be  faid.  Though  that  fine  art 
had  rifen  to  a  very  confiderable  degree  of  perfedion, 
]both  in  Italy  and  in  Flanders,  it  had  fcarcely  made  its 
way  into  England.  There  was  not,  at  leaft,  a  Angle 
native  of  the  country  who  applied  himfelf  to  the  cultiva^ 
tiori  of  it ;  nor  was  It  likely  to  be  greatly  encouraged 
by  a  monarch  whofe  ruling  character  was  avarice.  How¬ 
ever,  two  foreign  painters  came  r  into  this  kingdom, 
fluking  the  reign  of  Henry  the  Seventh.  The  name  of 
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one  of  them  was  Holberar  It  has  been  quedioned  whe¬ 
ther  he  might  be  the  father  of  the  famous  Flans  Hol¬ 
bein  but  it  is  under  Food  that  he  was  more  probably 
his  uncle.  The  few  portraits  remaining,  which  are  un- 
derhood  to  haws  been  executed  by  him  are  only  worthy 
of  notice  fo  far  as  they  may  ferve  to  gratify  the  curi- 
olity  of  an  antiquary.  John  Mabufe,  a  native  of  Flab 
oault,  the  other  painter  who  refided  feme  time  in  Eng* 
land,  was  an  artift  of  much  fuperior  merit.  Though 
there  was  a  diffnefs  in  his  manner,  he  attained  to  very 
conhderable  excellence  in  his  profeffiom  After  feme 
practice  at  home,  he  travelled  into  Italy,  where  he  ac¬ 
quired  more  truth  in  treating  naked  fubjedls,  and  fo  far 
improved  his  tafte,  as  to  introduce  poetic  hi  dory  among 
his  countrymen.  One  of  his  moil  admired  works  was  an 
Altar-piece  at  Middleburgh,  the  fubjedt  of  which  was 
the  defcent  from  the  crofs.  It  was  applauded  by  Albert 
Purer,  between  whofe  dyle  of  painting  and  that  of 
Mabufe?s  there  was  a  great  refembiaoce.  Another  of 
Mabufe’s  principal  performances  abroad,  was  the  de¬ 
collation  of  St.  John.  In  this  country,  not  to  mention 
a  variety  of  portraits,  and  a  pidture  of  Adam  and  Eve, 
his  moil  celebrated  work  was  the  marriage  of  Henrv  the 
Seventh,  on  board.  It  reprefeots  the  infide  of  an  ima- 
ginary  church  ;  and  the  perfpedlive  and  landfcape  of 
the  country  on  each  fide  are  good.  The  manner  of  the 
pidture  is  hard  ;  notwithftanding  which,  it  has  no  final! 
degree  of  merit,  independently  of  its  being  a  cu~ 
jiofity. 

From  the  works  which  were  printed,  during  this  fhort 
period,  fame  information  may  be  derived  concerning 
the  general  State  of  Knowledge  and  Literature  in  Eng¬ 
land.  This  information,  however,  will  redound  very 
little  to  the  glory  of  the  prefent  reign.  The  books  that 
were  publifhed  were  aimed  1-ole ly  of  the  fame  kind 
with  thole  which  had  been  the  favourites  of  the  people 
for  nearly  a  century  pail.  Thefe  were  principally 

devotional 
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devotional  trails,  poetry,  and  ,  the  old  tales  and  ro^ 
mances.  It  now  became  an  objedt  pf  importance  to  print; 
the  flatuses  of  the  kingdom  ;  and  hence  fuch  an  ao. 
quaintance  with  the  laws  was  introduced,  as  tended 
to  foften  the  minds  of  men,  and  to  promote  public 
peace  and  order.  Though  ancient  learning  had  begun 
to  be  ardently  ftudied  by  a  few  perfons,  thefe  gentle¬ 
men  were  obliged  to  have  recourfe  to  foreign  parts,  for 
copies  of  the  Greek  and  Roman  authors.  The  frit 
I.atin  Claffic  that  is  known  to  have  been  printed  in 
England,  folely  in  that  language,  was  Terence,  by 
Richard  Pinfon,  in  1497.  Terence  was  printed  a  feconcf 
time,  by  Wynken  de  Worde,  in  1 504 ;  and  it  is  re¬ 
markable  that  he  was  the  only  claffical  writer  that  was 
published  in,  Henry  the  Seventh’s  Time  ;  and,  indeed, 
the  only  claffical  writer  that  had  hitherto  come  from  an 
Englifh  prefs,  if  we  except  Caxton’s  edition  of  Boethius, 
which,  however,  was  accompanied  with  Chaucer's  trans¬ 
lation,  There  is  little  to  be  faid  with  regard  to  the 
Literature  of  the  printers  of  this  period,  though  forme 
pf  them  were  men  of  education,  Wynken  de  Worde 
has  been  reprefented  as  a  man  of  great  literary  accorn- 
plifhments ;  but  this  appears  to  have  been  advanced 
without  fufficient  foundation.  John  Raftall,  before 
mentioned,  who  was  educated  at  Oxford,  and  is  de¬ 
fer  i  bed  as  having  been  eminently  {killed  in  mathematics, 
cofmography,  history,  our  municipal  law,  and  theo¬ 
logy,  did  not  commence  printer  till  the  next  reign. 

The  fhort  term  of  years  which  occupies  our  prefent 
attention,  was  not  defective  in  relpedt  to  patrons  of 
learning.  Even  the  king  himfelf  was  not  wholly  with- 
put  a  title  to  this  character,  though  he  did  not  fhine  in 
it  with  any  eminent  degree  of  lultre.  He  was  the  pro¬ 
testor  of  Hawes  the  pop;,  and  made  him  groom  of  the 
privy  chamber.  Nay,  his  majefty  is  recorded  as  pof- 
fe  fling  fome  tinbture  of  literature  in  his  own  perform  and 
h  faid  to  l}ave  confuted  a.  Lollard,  in  a  public  depu¬ 
tation 
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tation  at  Canterbury.  The  poor  Wickliftite  would  have 
few  to  fupport  him  In  a  debate  with  a  royal  ant  ago- 


nift. 
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A  much  higher  degree  of  praife  is  due  to  Margaret, 
counted  of  Richmond  and  Derby,  Henry  the  Seventh’s 
mother.  This  illuftrious  lady  fnuft  be  mentioned  as  an 
author  as  well  as  a  patronefs  of  letters  ;  and  in  point  of 
time  flic  fucceeds  Juliana  Berners,  being  the  third  female 
writer  that  England  hath  produced.  By  the  courfe  of 
her  education,  die  was  tolerably  qualified  for  a  Rodions 
mode  of  life.  She  attained  a  perfect  acquaintance  with 
the  French  language,  and  had  fome  (kill  in  the  Latin  ; 
but  lamented  that  ilie  had  not  rendered  herfelf  a  com¬ 
plete  midrefs  of  it  in  her  youth.  A  fine  library  was 
collected  by  her,  not  for  the  purpofe  of  ornament,  or 
the  gratification  of  vanity  and  odentation,  but  for  ufe. 
She  wifhed  to  enrich  her  mind  with  valuable  know¬ 
ledge';  and  her  library  contained  the  bed  Latin,  French, 
and  Englifh  books  of  which  fhe  could  at  that  time  ac¬ 
quire  the  poffeflion.  Her  works  were  of  the  devotional 
kind,  and  for  the  mod  part  trandations.  One  of  her 
performances  was  the  fourth  book  of  Dr.  John  Gerfon’s 
Treatife  on  the  Imitation  of  Chrid,  mandated  from  the 
French.  Another  of  her  productions  was  entitled,  u  The 
Mirroure  of  Golde  for  the  (infill  Soule.”  It  had  been 
originally  written  in  Latin,  under  the  title  of  u  Specu¬ 
lum  aureum  Peccatorum  but  it  was  from  the  French 
that  the  countefs  of  Richmond  made  her  trandatiom 
She,  likewife,  drew  up,  at  the  defire  of  the  king  her 
fon,  and  by  his  authority,  orders  with  regard  to  the 
precedence  of  great  and  noble  ladies,  at  public  procef- 

fions,  and  efpecially  at  funerals, 
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But  it  is  not  on  her  charafter  as  a  writer  that  the 
countefs’s  real  reputation  with  poderity  is  grounded. 
This  mud  be  fought  for  in  her  munificent  inditimons 
for  the  encouragement  of  piety  and  learning.  She  ap¬ 
pointed 
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pointed  .and  endowed  two  public  lectures  in  divinity 
one  at  Oxford  and  the  other  at.  Cambridge.  At  the 
laft  univerfity  fhe  made  proviiion  for  a  preacher,  to  de¬ 
liver  at  lead  fix  fermons,  every  year,  in  feveral  churches, 
belonging  to  the  diocefes  of  London,  Ely,  and  Lin¬ 
coln  and  fhe  founded  a  free  grammar  fchool  at  Win- 
borne,  in  Dorfetfhire.  Thefe  were  only  the  beginnings 
of  lady  Margaret's  benefactions.  In  1 506,  ilie  com¬ 
pleted  the  foundation  of  Chrift's  college,  Cambridge, 
and  provided  fo  plentifully  for  it,  out  of  her  own  lands 
*  and  pofleffions,  that  her  revenues  alone  afford  a  main¬ 
tenance  for  a  matter,  twelve  fellows,  and  forty-feyen 
fchoiars.  A  judgment  may  be  formed  of  the  Succeed¬ 
ing  ufefulnefs  and  reputation  of  this  inftitution,  when  ic 
is  observed  that,  among  the  other  learned  ornaments 
of  it,  the  names  may  be  reckoned  of  John  Leland, 
Hugh  Broughton,  William  Ames,  Jofeph  Mede,  Ralph 
Cudworth,  Henry  More,  Thomas  Burnet,  William  On- 
tram,  John  Lightfoot,  John  Milton,  John  Howe,  and 
Nicholas  Sanderfon. 

The  countefs  of  Richmond,  having  difplayed  fo  much 
bounty  at  Cambridge,  was  difpofed  to  extend  her  bene¬ 
ficence  to  diltant  places,  and  to  other  objects.  But, 
through  the  influence  of  John  Fiiher,  biftiop  of  Rochef- 
ter,  who  had  been  her  confeffor  and  chaplain,  fhe  was 
prevailed  upon  to  carry  ftill  farther  her  patronage  to  her 
favourite  univerfity.  Accordingly,  fhe  became  the  found- 
refs  of  St.  John's  College ;  but  died  before  the  defign 
was  completed.  Her  executors,  however,  were  zealous 
and  fpeedy  in  fulfilling  the  purpofes  of  her  will.  This 
college  has  fince  had  fuch  various  endowments,  and  rilen 
to  fuch  extent,  as,  we  believe,  to  exceed  all  others  in 
the  number  of  its  refidents.  Befides  a  mailer,  it  has  fifty- 
nine  fellows,  and  a  hundred  fchoiars ;  and  the  ftudents 
upon  their  own  foundation  are  uncommonly  numerous. 
We  omit  many  reipedtable  names  and  characters,  when 
we  take  notice  that  St.  John's  college  can  boaft  of  Roger 

A  {chain* 


Afcltem*  John  Rednlart*  Thdmas  Cartwright,  jdM 
Cheke,  Thomas  Wyat,  William  Cecil,  William  Whit- 
acre,  John  Boys,  John  Overall,  Ben.  Jonfon,  Henry 
Briggs,  Thomas  Gatacre,  Kenelm  Digby,  Lucius  Cary/ 
John  Williams,  William  Cave*  Edward  Stiliigdeet, 
John  Smith,  Thomas  Otway,  William  Beveridge^ 
Matthew  Prior,  Richard  Bentley,  Thomas  Baker*  Sa¬ 
muel  Croxal,  John  Taylor,  and  John  Powell. 

Thefe  two  colleges  were  not  the  only  ones  which  were 
founded  in  Cambridge  during  this  period*  Jefus  Col¬ 
lege  was  eredted  and  endowed,  feme  years  before  the 
others,  by  John  Alcock,  bifhop  of  Ely  ;  and  it  can  rec¬ 
kon,  among  its  literary  ornaments,  Thomas  Crammer, 
John  Bale,  Richard  Bancroft,  John  Duport,  Chrifto- 
pher  Platton,  Richard  Fenfhaw,  John  North,  John 
Worthington,  John  Pearfon,  Elijah  Fenton,  and  John 
Flam  dead* 

Oxford  will  feadume  her  glory,  in  refpedf  to  collegi¬ 
ate  inditutions.  when  we  fhall  come  to  Wolfey?s  noble 
foundation,  in  the  next  reign* 

Among  the  encouragers  of  literature,  archbifhop 
Warham,  though  he  did  not  form  any  large  and  per¬ 
manent  edablidiment,  mud  not  be  forgotten*  He  en¬ 
riched  the  library  of  New  College,  Oxford,  with  a 
number  of  curious  Greek  books,  which  were  purchafed 
by  him  of  fuch  perfons  as  had  obtained  the  podefiion  of 
them  after  the  taking  of  Condantinople.  But  the  prin¬ 
cipal  circumdance  which  entitles  him  to  be  remembered 
in  this  place,  is,  that  he  was  the  zealous  friend,  and  thd 
generous  patron,  of  the  great  Erafmus. 

At  a  time  when  the  nobility  in  general  Were  involved 
in  grofs  ignorance,  Algernon  Percy,  the  fifth  earl  of 
Northumberland,  didinguifhed  himfelf,  by  being  the 
protefior  of  fuch  genius  as  the  age  produced.  Skelton 

was 
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was  encouraged  by  him  to  write  an  elegy  on  the  death  of 
his  father;  but  what  particularly  marked  the  earl's  liter¬ 
ary  tafte,  and  in  an  efpeeial  manner  his  love  for  poetry,, 
was  a  very  fplendid  manufcript,  tranfcribed  for  his  ufe, 
containing  a  large  collection  of  Eng.lifh  poems,  finely 
engrofied  in  vellum,  and  fuperbiy  illuminated.  That 
he  cultivated  the  arts  of  external  elegance,  is  manifeft 
from  the  (lately  fepulchral  monuments  which  were  erect¬ 
ed  by  him,  in  the  collegiate  church  of  Beverley  in 
Yorkfhire,  to  the  memory  of  his  father  and  mother* 
Thefe  monuments  are  executed  in  the  richeft  ftyle  of  the 
florid  Gothic  architecture,  and  exhibit  fir  iking  proofs 
of  his  lordihip's  tafie  and  magnificence.  In  the  next, 
reign  he  founded  a  fiipend  for  a  grammatical  and  phi- 
lofophical  profefifor  at  Alnwick.  From  the  earl’s  hou fe¬ 
ll  old -book  it  appears,  that  both  he  and  his  lady  had  dif- 
tindt  libraries ;  and  in  the  fame  book  it  is  appointed,, 
that  one  of  his  chaplains  fiiould  be  a  maker  of  inter¬ 
ludes* 

We  ihall  conclude  the  prefent  article  with  the  men¬ 
tion  of  a  nobleman,  who  was  of  the  Scottilh  nation* 
This  was  Henry,  earl  of  Sinclair,  the  friend  and  patron 
of  Gawin  Douglas.  It  was  at  the  earl's  requefi  that 
Douglas  undertook  his  tranflation  of  Virgil's  Eneid  ;  and 
certainly  that  mind  mud  have  been  cultivated  far  above 
the  common  fpirit  of  the  age,  which  could  form  the 
conception,  and  urge  the  execution,  of  fo  noble  a 
defign,  '* 

#  Great  General  Di&ionary,  Biograpbla  Britannica,  BritHh 
Biography,  Molheim,  Millar,  Hume,  YVarton,  Pinkerton,  Wal¬ 
pole,  Betufeam,  Bollard, /&.c* 
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CHAPTER  I. 


Second  SeJJion  of  the  Irijh  Parliament,  Meeting  of  Congrefs. 
merciai  Proportions .  Their  Reception .  P '  arli ament  ary  Reform . 
Propoftions «  Their  Dfcujjion .  Rejected  with  Indignation , 

prorogued . 


rr^HE  parliament  of  Ireland  met 
1  for  its  fecond  feliion  on  the 
twentieth  of  January  1785.  Two 
fubjeCts  at  this  time  occupied  the 
attention,  and  excited  the  animad- 
veiiion  of  the  people  of  that  king¬ 
dom.  The  fir  ft  of  thefe  was  the 
proceedings  by  attachment  againft 
the  fheriffs  and  others,  who  were 
concerned  in  the  meetings  that 
were  held  for  the  purpofe  of  intro¬ 
ducing  a  parliamentary  reform. 
This  meafure  feems  to  have  been 
generally  regarded  by  thole  who 
were  unconnected  with  the  court, 
as  violent,  arbitrary  and  opp ref- 
five.  The  other  topic  that  was  now 
agitated,  wras  a  plan  for  the  efta- 
blifhment  of  a  more  extenlive  in- 
tercourfe  of  trade  between  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland.  The  idea  was 
a  (bribed  to  the  fugged  ions  of  Mr. 
Beresford,  fir  ft  commiffioner  of  the 
revenues,  and  fill  more  of  Mr. 
Fofter,  the  chancellor  of  the  ex¬ 
chequer,  who  was  efteemed  to  be 
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the  perfon  of  the  greateft  ability  in 
the  fervice  of  government.  The 
more  equal  reprefentation  of  the 
people  in  parliament  had  now  Ceen 
long  a  matter  of  general  difeuffion, 
and  the  idea  had  been  caught  with 
peculiar  energy  and  enthufiafm  by 
the  inhabitants  of  that  kingdom. 
To  many  of  the  fervants  of  the 
crown  thefe  notions  appeared  Euto- 
pian,  impracticable  and  vilionary, 
at  the  fame  time  that  they  were  con¬ 
ceived  to  be  pregnant  writh  tumult 
and  anarchy :  and,  if  there  were 
any  by  whom  they  were  regarded 
in  a  light  lei's  obnoxious,  ftill,  as 
the  execution  of  them  was  not  like¬ 
ly  to  be  permitted,  it  was  deemed 
more  eligible  to  fiifie  them  in  the 
conception.  On  this  ground  the 
Iriih  part  of  the  adminiftration  ima¬ 
gined  they  could  not  adopt  a  more 
laudable  conduCl,  than  to  check  this 
third  after  ideal  benefits  by  the  in¬ 
troduction  of  advantages  the  moil 
foli.l,  durable  and  fubftantial. 
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The  topics  that  were  opened  in 
the  fpeech  of  the  lord  lieutenant 
extended  to  ail  thofe  meafures  which 
it  was  intended  the  parliament  ftiould 
adopt  in  their  prelent  hellion.  The 
duke  of  Rutland  recommended  the 
encouragement  of  agriculture  and 
manufaSures,  and  a  particular  at¬ 
tention  to  the  fiflieries.  He  called 
upon  parliament  to  confider  what 
new  pvovilions  might  be  neceffary 
for  the  regulation  of  the  police  and 
the  better  execution  of  the  laws. 
He  obferved  that  the  uniformity  of 
policy  and  religion,  and  a  common 
intereft  in  treaties  with  foreign 
ftates,  formed  a  fure  bond  of  con¬ 
nexion  and  attachment  between 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland.  He  re¬ 
commended.  in  the  king’s  name,  to 
their  earn  eft  invefligation  thofe  ob- 
jeXs  of  trade  and  commerce  be¬ 
tween  the  two  kingdoms  which  had 
had  not  yet  received  their  complete 
adjuftment,  and  he  called  upon 
them  to  frame  a  plan  with  a  view 
to  a  final  fettlement.  Upon  the 
fubjedt  of  the  late  meetings  and  af- 
fociations  he  fpoke  more  at  large. 
While  he  lamented  the  lawlefs  out¬ 
rages  and  unconftitutional  proceed¬ 
ings  which  had  taken  place  fince 
their  laft  prorogation,  he  had  the 
fatisfgHion  to  perceive  that  thele 
excefles  were  confined  to  a  few 
places,  and  even  there  were  con¬ 
demned.  And  he  had  now  the  plea- 
fure  to  obferve  that  by  the  falutary 
interpolation  of  the  laws  the  gene¬ 
ral  tranquility  was  re-eftablifhed 
The  political  face  of  the  parlia¬ 
ment  of  Ireland  in  the  commence¬ 
ment  of  the  prefent  feffion,  was 
fomething  different  from  that  which 
we  have  traced  in  our  preceding 
volume.  The  rich  and  the  fober, 
men  of  the  utmoft  moderation,  and 
of  the  greateft  weight  in  the  king¬ 
dom,  had  felt  a  particular  indigna¬ 
tion  againft  the  late  proceedings  of 


the  crown  lawyers,  Impreffed  with 
this  feeling,  the  duke  of  Leinffer, 
in  the  houfe  of  lords,  and  his  bro-» 
ther,  lord  Edward  Fitzgerald,  in 
the  commons,  put  themfelves  in  the 
front  of  the  minority.  But,  if  go¬ 
vernment  had  loll  fome  of  thofe 
fupporters  from  whom  file  had  for¬ 
merly  obtained  effentiai  fervice,  file 
had  however  found  means  to  con¬ 
ciliate  others  who  had  lately  been 
very  aXive  in  the  popular  party. 
An  amendment  was  moved  to  the 
addrefs  to  the  fovereign  by  fMr. 
Flood,  exprefling  the  confidence  of 
parliament  66  that  the  king  would 
be  pleafed  to  extend  his  paternal 
care  to  the  people  of  Ireland,  aided 
by  the  counfels  of  minifters  who 
had  declared  in  favour  of  a  parlia¬ 
mentary  reform  in  Great  Britain, 
in  compliance  with  the  wifhes  of 
the  people,  and  in  confirmation  of 
their  happy  confiitutiorw”  The  a*? 
mendment  was  fupported  by  Mr. 
Brownlow,  Mr.  Corry  and  Mr, 
Molyneux  ;  but  it  was  oppofed  by 
Mr.  George  Ogle,  Mr.  Dennis 
Browne,  Mr.  Robert  Boyd,  fir 
Boyle  Roche,  major  Doyle,  and 
Mr,  Grattan.  The  lait  of  thele 
delivered  himfelf  in  a  fpeech  of 
confiderable  length,  in  which  he 
reprobated  the  late  meafures  that 
had  been  p indued  for  the  obtaining 
a  parliamentary  reform,  though  he 
was  a  moft  fincere  advocate  for  the 
reform  itfelf. 

The  congrefs  of  the  nation  of 
Ireland  met  on  the  fame  day  as  that 
which  was  appointed  for  the  open¬ 
ing  of  the  feffion  of  parliament. 
There  is  a  refemblance  between  the 
poffure  of  affairs  we  gre  deferibing, 
and  what  has  been  remarked  re- 
ipeXing  the  revival  of  literature  in 
Europe.  When  poetry  and  the 
fine  arts  were  originally  invented, 
the  ideas  that  fuggefted  them  were 
borrowed  from  the  pure  fources  of 
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nature  ;  and  thus  the  find  writers, 
a.  Homer,  a  He  hod,  and  an  Ana¬ 
creon,  were  diftinguifhed  by  a  cer¬ 
tain  fimplicity  and  elegance  of  man¬ 
ner  which  has  recommended  their 
productions  to  the  iateft  pofteriry  : 
but  in  the  revival  of  letters  the 
earlier  authors  did  not  poffefs  the 
fame  advantages.  Introduced  with 
out  any  previous  preparation  to  all 
the  noble  ft  remains  of  antiquity, 
they  became  as  it  were,  intoxicated 
with  the  unbounded  draught,  their 
tafte  was  furfeited  and  vitiated  in- 
dead  of  being-  cultivated,  and  their 
ftylc  became  diftinguiflied  for  low 
conceits,,  defpicable  puns,  and  un¬ 
natural  antithefes ;  a  char.; brer  from 
which  it  was  very  long  before  li¬ 
terature  completely  emerged.  In 
like  manner,  in  the  original  flruc- 
ture  of  liberty  in  the  republics  of 
ancient  Greece,  the  ideas  of  equa¬ 
lity  appear  natural  and  fpontaneous, 
and  encountered  very  little  obftruc- 
tion  in  their  progrefs  ;  but  in  the 
clifte  mi  nation  of  their  ideas  in  mo¬ 
dern  times,  the  foil  in  which  they 
were  to  be  Town  feems  to  have 
been  very  ill  prepared  for  their  re¬ 
ception.  Accordingly  in  the  riling 
States  of  America,  we  have  met 
with  fome  indications  of  the  imbe¬ 
cility  of  age,  confounded  and  ftrug- 
gding  with  the  efforts  of  commenc¬ 
ing  manhood:  and  in  iike  manner 
in  Ireland  the  defcription  of  the  in¬ 
habitants  and  government  of  the 
country  was  partf  ularlv  inaufpi- 
cious  to  the  introduction  o  reform. 
We  have  already  enumerated  three 
caufes,  which  operated  unfavour¬ 
ably  to  the  plans  for  the  meliora¬ 
tion  of  the  conftitution  ;  the  pecu¬ 
liar  duration  of  this  country  with 
refpedt  to  religion;  the  riotous  pro¬ 
ceedings  which  originated  in  the 
non-importation  agreement ;  and 
the  direct  difcountenance  of  admi- 
niftration,  in  the  proceedings  by 


attachment.  Of  all  thefe  caufes 
the  firft  was  the  mod.  important® 
If,  according  to  the  common  com¬ 
putation,  Ireland  contains  three 
millions  of  inhabitants,  two  mil¬ 
lions  and  a  half  of  thefe  are  pro¬ 
bably  difciples  of  the  ancient  reli¬ 
gion  ;  and  while  they  are  deprived 
of  every  privilege,  and  labour  un¬ 
der  every  fiigma,  the  rights  of  go¬ 
vernment  and  the  immunities  of 
men  are  exclufively  confined  to  one 
fixth  part  of  the  nation.  It  was 
impollible  that  any  high  and  gene¬ 
rous  defcription  of  liberty  could  be 
obtained,  unlefs  this  odious  diftinc- 
tion  were  previoufly  removed.  And 
accordingly  the  aggregate  body  of 
the  citizens  of  Dublin  in  concert 
with  fevera!  other  towns  of  the 
kingdom,  exerted  in  the  courfe  of  the 
precedingfummerleveral  very  fpirit- 
ed  efforts  for  its  deftrudlion.  They 
were  w  lling  to  exhibit  a  fingle  ex¬ 
ample  of  unfufpedting  confidence, 
to  put  power  in  the  hand  of  their 
ancient  adverfaries,  and  to  dare 
then  to  be  unjuft.  But  thefe  efforts 
were  not  feconded  ;  and  in  the  pre- 
fent  meeting  of  the  congrefs  which 
was  much  more  numerous  and  re- 
fpedtable  than  that  which  had  pre¬ 
ceded  it,  the  plan  of  the  national 
convention  of  volunteer  delegates 
of  November  1783,  which  vefted 
the  rights  of  citizens  inclulively  in 
proteftants,  was  adopted  with  a 
few  minute  and  uneffential  altera¬ 
tions.  The  congrefs  fat  with  a  few 
interruptions,  from  the  twentieth 
of  January  to  the  fourth  day  of 
February  following  ;  and  as  an  im¬ 
mediate  application  to  parliament 
was  conceived  to  be  now  premature, 
they  on  that  day  adjourned  their 
fitting  to  the  twentieth  of  April. 

It  had  all  along  been  the  idea  of 
government,  by  the  firmnefs  and 
decifion  of  countenance  uhich  thsy 
ftiould  a  flume,  if  poftible,  to  over- 
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bear  and  to  banifli  the  fort  of  repub¬ 
lican  enthufiafm  by  which  Ireland 
bad  been  lately  ditlinguifiied,  In 
conformity  to  this  fcheme  an  ad¬ 
drefs  had  been  prepared  and  tranf- 
mitted  to  the  fovereigm  on  the  part 
of  the  city  of  Dublin,  immediately 
previous  to  the  meeting  of  parlia¬ 
ment,  which  treated  the  fubjebl  in 
a  much  higher  and  more  peremp¬ 
tory  ftyie  of  difapprobation  than 
the  addrefs  to  the  lord  lieutenant  of 
the  fixteenth  of  061'ober  1784. 
They  might  juftly  be  deemed  in- 
fen  fible  to  the  bleffings  they  had  de¬ 
rived  under  his  majefty’s  aufpices, 
if  they  omitted  this  feafotiable  oc- 
cafion  of  declaring  their  rooted  ab¬ 
horrence  of  every  attempt  to  create 
nnjuft  and  dangerous  difeontents, 
tending  to  fubvert  the  confiitution 
an  church  and  date.  They  looked 
forward  with  grateful  confidence  to 
the  fyilem  of  commercial  inter- 
courfe  that  was  foon  to  be  made 
public.  They  rejedled  with  indig¬ 
nation  the  interference  of  any  body 
of  men  unknown  to  the  conftitu- 
tion:  and  they  were  refolved  to  fuller 
no  affirmed  authority  to  dictate  to 
the  legiflature  of  the  land-  This 
addrefs  was  figned  by  2 1  peers  and 
1121  commoners.  The  ideas  and 
language  of  this  paper  were  alfo 
repeated  in  the  meffage  from  the 
Sovereign  in  anfwer  to  the  addrefs 
<of  both  houfes  of  parliament. 

It  was  not  till  Monday  the  fe- 
venth  of  February,  that  Mr,  Orde, 
fecretary  to  the  lord  lieutenant  ot 
Ireland,  laid  before  parliament  the 
plan  which  had  been  framed  for  fi¬ 
nally  adjufting  the  commercial  in- 
te’rcourle  between  the  two  king¬ 
doms.  He  called  upon  them  with 
confidence  to  aflift  in  cementing 
thofe  materials,  which  might  appear 
bed  fulled  to  give  flrength  and  fo- 
lidity  to  all  the  parts  of  the  fabric ; 
to  fvotk  over  it  u  covering  of 


perpetual  fhelter  againil:  the  Capri¬ 
cious  gulls  of  jealotify  and  interell- 
ednefs.  This  was  not  the  feafon  to 
portend  a  principle  fo  injurious  to 
the  chara&er  and  good  fenfe  of  that 
country,  as  that  the  welfare  of  Ire¬ 
land  was  to  be  fought  only  in  par¬ 
tial  attention  and  exclulive  provi- 
fions.  The  event,  he  trufted,  would 
prove  the  belt  refutation  of  the  fe-* 
ditious  papers  in  which  the  inhabi¬ 
tants  of  both  countries  were  calum¬ 
niated  and  mifreprefented ;  papers 
calculated  to  impofe  upon  popular 
credulity,  and  to  anfwer  thepurpofes 
of  men  who  were  alike  enemies  to 
England  and  to  Ireland. 

Mr.  Orde  addreffed  himfelf  to 
an  alfembly,  the  reprefentati ves  of 
a  nation  warm  with  generous  feel¬ 
ings,  and  divefted  of  narrow  par¬ 
tialities.  Fie  called  upon  them  to 
recollect  and  give  indulgence  to  the 
force  of  long  accuftomed  enjoy¬ 
ment.  They  would,  however  in- 
t  ere  fled  in  the  change  of  policy, 
make  allowance  for  the  conftant  fo- 
licitude  with  which  Great  Britain 
had  guarded  for  herfelf  a  prefe¬ 
rence  in  the  laws  of  navigation- 
They  would  attend  to  the  very  ear¬ 
ly  period  at  which  that  preference 
had  been  formed,  and  by  what  tlcps 
it  had  fince  gathered  ftrength.  They 
would  form  a  judgment  of  the  ex¬ 
pence  of  blood  and  treat  it  re  with 
which  fhe  had  fettled  her  colonies, 
and  how  naturally  file  might  look 
to  them  with  anxiety  as  objects  of 
her  peculiar  care.  They  would 
then  defceijd  to  a  period  very  little 
removed  from  the  prefent,  when, 
in  the  greatefi  need  of  every  poili- 
ble  aififiance  and  fupport,  die  liften- 
ed  to  their  requeft,  relaxed  the  prin¬ 
ciple  of  interefied  jealoufy,  and  im¬ 
parted  to  Ireland  the  participation 
of  this  exclulive  trade.  That  houfe 
had  received  the  gift  with  due  ac¬ 
knowledgment,  find  had  jufily  greet- 
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ed  the  omen,  the  happy  prefage  of  long  duration  the  prefent  difference 


that  victory,  which  affection  had 
lince  obtained  over  felf-intereft  and 
prejuice. 

The  enlargement  of  the  colony 
trade  was  only  a  part  of  the  great 
fvftein  he  had  to  propofe.  The  next 
conlideration  which  prefented  itfelf 
was  the  adjuftment  of  duties  upon 
the  commodities  of  the  two  coun¬ 
tries,  for  the  purpofe  of  facilitating 
a  mutual  fupply.  Theie  equitable 
piinciples  of  commerce  were  for¬ 
merly  not  well  underllood.  Irn- 
pods  had  been  laid  upon  goods  in 
their  paffage  from  one  diflrict  of  the 
fame  country  to  another.  Partial 
re  [frictions  had  been  tried  as  the 
means  of  giving  fuccefs  to  partial 
favour;  but  local  predilections  had 
been  found  by  experience  to  occa- 
iion  general  diffrefs  and  impover- 
ment,  with  advantage  only  to 
a  few  interelled  monopolifts.  Wifer 
had  been  thole  fpeculations,  and 
more  fortunate  for  the  public  had 
been  the  practice,  where  a  commu¬ 
nity  of  interefts  had  encouraged  a 
competition  of  induliry ;  and  it 
might  even  be  doubted,  "whether  be¬ 
tween  rival  Hates  there  were  not 
more  of  political  prejudice  than  of 
commercial  uifdom,  in  luppoiing 
the  llrength  of  the  one  to  be  the 
confequent  weaknefs  of  the  other, 
Mr,  Grde  enlarged  with  great  e- 
nergy  upon  the  unequivocal  libera¬ 
lity  and  the  generous  dilinterefled- 
nel's  of  Great  Eritain  in  the  flruc- 
ture  of  this  fyHern.  It  was  unne- 
ceffary  for  him  to  dwell  upon  thofe 
objedls  of  apprehenfion, which  might 
have  been  masrnified  in  the  eves  of 
a  lefs  liberal  nation  :  .the  preferable 
commercial  lituation  of  Ireland,  its 
comparative  cheapnefs  in  regard  of 
the  neceffaries  of  life,  and  the  con- 
fequent  diminifhed  price  of  its  la¬ 
bour,  Nor  could  Great  Britain 
conlider  as  an  advantage  of  any 


refulting  f  om  fuperior  capital  and 
perhaps  fuperior  habits  of  induftry 
and  invention.  Thefe  were  circum* 
llances  which  would  diminifh  every 
year,  and  which  might  eten  be 
transferred  to  that  country  ;  while., 
by  giving  up  as  Hie  did  for  ever 
the  unfavourable  confrudlion  of 
the  navigation  act,  the  Britifh  mar^ 
ket  was  open  to  the  fubjFects  of  Ire¬ 
land,  and  they  might  fupply  it  on 
the  fame  terms  as  the  Britifh  mer¬ 
chants  themfelves.  Theie  would 
no  longer  be  any  refrain t  on  (pecu¬ 
lation,  that  powerful  ftimulus  to 
commercial  vigour.  Ireland  from 
her  happy  lituation  might  become  an 
emporium  of  trade,  and  G  eat  Bri¬ 
tain  might  be  obliged  to  have  re- 
courfe  to  her  for  the.  fupply  of  her 
own  confumption.  Thus  circum- 
fianced,  Mr.  Oide  conceived,  he 
might  rely  upon  the  wifdom  of  the 
nation  of  Ireland,  that  they  would 
think  the  trade  which  was  imparted 
to  them  an  object  worth  their  care, 
and  upon  their  generofify  that  they 
would  contribute  to  the  general  de¬ 
fence  of  the  empire.  He  concluded 
with  obferving-  that  he  did  not  wifh 

o  # 

to  prefs  the  parliament  of  Ireland 
to  an  immediate  decilion,  and  he  ac¬ 
cordingly  moved,  that  the  confeder¬ 
ation  of  the  fyftem  of  commercial 
intercourfe  fhould  be  refumed  on. 
the  Friday  following.  The  propo- 
iitions  were  printed  and  delivered 
for  the  perufal  of  the  members  on 
Wednesday. 

It  was  conceived  however  by 
feveral  members  of  the  houfe  of 
commons,  that  more  time  was  ne- 
ceffary  for  deciding  upon  aqueliion 
of  fo  extreme  magnitude  Admi- 
nift  ration  had  been  feverally  called 
upon  by  Mr,  Gardiner,  Mr,  Grif¬ 
fith,  and  Mr.  Hartley,  previously 
IJo  the  production  of  the  propor¬ 
tions,  to  fugged  to  the  houfe  a  ge« 
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neral  outline  of  the  fydem  in  con¬ 
templation  ;  but  this  requidtion  it 
had  been  thought  proper  to  decline. 
On  the  Wednefday  fubfequent  to 
their  being  opened  to  the  houfe,  it 
was  moved  by  Mr.  Hartley,  and 
feconded  by  Mr.  Griffith,  that  the 
order  for  taking  the  fubjeCt  into 
confideration  on  Friday,  fhould  be 
difcharged,  and  that  a  new  order 
fliould  be  made  for  that  day  feven- 
night.  This  motion  was  oppofed 
by  Sir  Hercules  Langrifhe,  on  the 
ground  of  motives  derived  from  the 
nature  of  the  fyftem.  The  objeCt 
of  the  arrangement  was  the  benefit 
of  Ireland.  That  kingdom  was  to 
be  refcued  from  the  date  of  fubj li¬ 
gation  and  inferiority  in  which  it 
had  long  been  held,  and  to  be  rail¬ 
ed  to  a  full  and  generous  equality 
with  Great  Britain.  Could  it  then 
be  neceffary,  as  feme  gentlemen 
had  fuggefted,  that  they  fhould  con- 
fult  their  condiments  r  Would  they 
wait  to  afk  the  people  in  the  North 
whether  they  w'ould  confent  that  a 
perpetual  preference  fliould  be  giv¬ 
en  to  their  linen  manufacture  ?  Was 
it  neceffary  to  afk  the  merchants  of 
Cork,  Waterford  and  Belfad,  whe¬ 
ther,  when  their  fliips  returned  from 
the  colonies,  they  would  confent  to 
have  the  market  of  England  opened 
for  their  fale  ?  Mud  they  afk  the 
various  manufacturers  of  Ireland, 
whether  they  were  contented,  that 
an  unreftriCted  vent  for  their  goods 
ffhould  be  allowed  in  every  part  of 
Great  Britain  ?  The  queftion  did 
not  admit  of  hefitation  ;  and  delay 
in  this  indance  would  be  as  abfurci 
as  it  was  impolitic.  To  thefe  con- 
liderations  it  was  added  by  Mr. 
Buflie,  that,  if  they  let  flip  this  op¬ 
portunity,  it  would  be  loft  for  ever. 
The  whole  fabric  of  Britifli  mono¬ 
poly  was  about  to  be  thrown  down 
in  favour  of  Ireland.  Should  thejf 
then  'delay  till  the  monopolifts  were 
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roufed ;  till  the  manufacturers  of 
Mancheder,  Glafgow  and  Faifley 
indruCted  their  members  to  oppofe 
the  indulgence  of  Ireland  ;  till  the 
minider  was  harraffed  with  addreff- 
es  from  all  parts  of  Britain,  and 
their  hopes  were  for  ever  buried  in 
interefted  and  univerfal  clamour  ? 
The  motion  of  Mr.  Hartley  was 
fupported  by  Mr.  Flood,  Mr.. 
Brownlow,  Mr.  Molyneux,  Mr. 
Corry,  Mr.  O’Neil  and  Mr.  Long- 
field.  It  was  oppofed  by  Sir  Hen¬ 
ry  Cavendifh,  and  Mr.  Brooke 
member  for  the  county  of  Donegal. 
The  members  upon  the  dividon 
were,  ayes  37,  noes  136. 

That  we  may  render  more  intel¬ 
ligible  and  perfpicuous  the  fort  of 
debate  that  arole  on  the  different 
heads  of  the  fydem,  we  fliall  view 
the  fydem  as  confiding  of  three 
parts,  the  intercourfe  of  the  two 
kingdoms  relative  to  the  productions 
of  the  colonies,  their  intercourle 
relative  to  their  own  productions 
and  manufactures,  and  the  compen- 
fation  Ireland  was  to  make  for  the 
benefit  conferred,  by  the  appropria¬ 
tion  of  the  furplus  of  her  heredi¬ 
tary  revenue.  To  the  fird  part  on¬ 
ly  a  triding  demur  was  fuggeded 
by  Mr.  Corry.  As  dome  produc¬ 
tions  of  foreign  countries  paid  a 
higher  duty,  as  matters  hood  at  pre¬ 
fen  t,  coming  from  the  place  of  their 
growth,  than  when  they  came 
through  Britain,  he  was  doubtful 
which  of  the  two  duties  it  was  in¬ 
tended  to  adopt.  Being  however 
informed  by  Mr.  Foder,  that  the- 
preference  would  certainly  be  giv¬ 
en  to  the  lower  duty,  Mr.  Corry 
chearfully  acquiefced  in  this  part  of 
the  fydem. 

The  obje&ions  to  the  feeond  head 
of  the  commercial  arrangement  were 
urged  with  more  zeal  and  pertina¬ 
city.  Thefe  reded  chiefly  upon 
two  conliderations ;  fird,  that  by 

the 
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the  adoption  of  this  fyftem  Ireland 
would  of  courfe  be  for  ever  exclud¬ 
ed  from  the  benefit  of  thole  pro- 
tedding  duties,  which  had  been  fo 
much  the  objedd  of  her  predilection : 
and  fecondiy,  that  by  thefe  propo- 
fitions  the  exiting  prohibition,  in 
Britain  upon  the  raw  material  of 
her  woollen  manufacture  was  ren¬ 
dered  perpetual,  contrary  to  the 
general  fpirit  of  the  fyftem,  Both 
thefe  objections  were  Hated  with 
great  perfpicuity  by  Mr.  Gardiner 
upon  the  day  on  which  the  fyftem 
was  opened  to  the  Irifii  houfe  of 
commons  ;  but  he  did  not  lay  great 
ft  refs  upon  the  former,  and  declared 
himfelf  willing  to  recede  from  the 
idea  of  protecting  duties.  That 
matter  was  not  fo  eaftly  yielded  by 
the  whole  body  of  the  reprefenta- 
tives  of  the  Irifii  nation. 

His  objections  were  taken  tip  in 
two  petitions  that  were  preferred 
immediately  previous  to  the  debate 
of  Friday,  on  the  part  of  the  Du¬ 
blin  chamber  of  commerce,  and  of 
the  manufacturers  of  wool,  worfted, 
filk  and  cotton  goods  of  that  city. 
The  firft  of  thefe  petitioning  bo¬ 
dies  declared  themfelves  anxious  En¬ 
tile  eftablifiiment  of  fome  fuch  fyf¬ 
tem  as  that  which  was  propofed, 
while  the  fecond  demanded  to  be 
heard  by  their  counfel  relatively  to 
the  provifions  of  the  fyftem. 

It  was  moved  by  Mr.  Flood  as 
an  amendment  to  the  fyftem,  “  that 
it  was  highly  important  to  the  gene¬ 
ral  intereft  of  the  Britifh  empire  to 
give  due  encouragement  to  the  home 
induftry  of  each  kingdom,  and  that 
every  article  of  the  produCt,  growth, 
or  manufacture  of  each  kingdom 
Ihould  have  an  effectual  preference 
in  the  home  market  of  each,  referv- 
ing  to  each  other  an  effectual  pre¬ 
ference  over  all  limilar  articles  from 
other  countries.”  Mr.  Flood  ob- 
ferved,  that  in  every  country  the 


home  market  was  infinitely  a  more, 
important  and  a  greater  object  than 
the  foreign.  In  England,  which 
had  the  trade  of  all  the  world,  her 
foreign  trade  was  equal  only  to  the 
two  and  thirtieth  part  of  her  home 
confumption.  It  was  therefore  the 
greateft  ablurdity,  to  talk  of  any 
country’s  manufacturing  for  others, 
while  (lie  was  unable  to  fupply  her- 
felf,  and  thus  to  give  up  the  greater 
object  for  the  left,  and  to  take  as 
firft  in  point  of  time  that  which 
ought  to  be  a  fecondary  conftdera- 
tion.  The  amendment  was  ftrenu- 
oufly  fupported  by  Mr.  Hartley, 
Mr.  Longfield  and  major  Doyle. 
By  the  latter,  the  fyftem  was  ridi¬ 
culed  in  itrong  terms.  Ireland  had 
afked  for  bread,  and  he  feared  they 
had  given  her  a  ftone*  She  had 
alked  for  protecting  duties,  and  flics 
was  offered  equalization.  This  was 
like  the  proceeding  of  a  company 
of  trolling  players,  who  advertis¬ 
ed  the  tragedy  of  Hamlet,  in  wdiich 
the  part  of  Hamlet  was,  by  particu¬ 
lar  delire,  to  be  omitted.  On  the 
other  hand  it  was  afferted  by  Mr. 
Fofter,  that  the  amendment  of  Mr. 
Flood  w'as  the  molt  ruinous  ever 
fuggelled.  Did  he  underhand  what 
it  was  in  which  he  engaged  ?  In- 
Bread  of  laying  a  ground  for  mutu¬ 
al  intercourie  and  benefit,  he  called 
for  mutual  prohibition  and  ruin,  at 
leaft  on  the  fide  of  Ireland  ;  for 
Britain  could  fuller  comparatively 
but  little  in  the  conteft.  Britain 
might  protect  herfelf  againft  the 
productions  of  that  kingdom  to  the 
annual  amount  of  2,400,000!. 
Would  they  invite  her  to  this  ex¬ 
ertion,  to  exclude  only  380,000!. 
worth  of  her  goods  by  the  laying 
on  of  protecting  duties  ?  The  a- 
mendment  was  rejected. 

To  place  the  fubjeCt  of  the  wool¬ 
len  manufacture  tog-ether  with  fome 
other  articles  m  limilar  ci-reum- 
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fiances  in  a  more  Ariking  light,  it 
was  moved  by  Mr.  Griffith,  that 
there  be  laid  before  the  houfe  a  1  ft 
of  thof'e  commodities,  the  importa¬ 
tion  of  which  into  Britain  was  pro¬ 
hibited,  or  their*  exportation  from 
Britain  into  Ireland.  As  there  was 
fome  difficulty  in  bringing  this  pa¬ 
per  before  the  houfe  in  compli¬ 
ance  with  parliamentary  forms,  Mr. 
Griffith  direCtly  ftated  what  thofe 
articles  were.  Among  the  firft  were 
included  hats,  foap,  candles,  Hatch, 
and  linen  checks  of  more  than  ten 
yards  in  a  piece.  Among  the  latter 
be  enumerated  particularly  live 
flieep,  worded,  linen  yarn,  and 
every  fpecies  of  commodity  that 
was  contlrudled  from  wool  not  yet 
manufactured.  The  fpirit  of  pro¬ 
hibition  in  this  refpeCt,  he  obferv- 
ed,  went  fo  far,  that  a  gentleman 
would  not  even  be  permitted  to 
bring  a  mattrafs  from  England  for 
his  bed. 

In  purfuance  of  the  ideas  he  had 
ftated  in  the  outlet,  Mr.  Gardiner 
moved  as  an  amendment,  that  44  no 
prohibition  nor  any  duty  whatfo- 
ever  fhould  hereafter  fubfift  upon 
the  export  of  the  primum  of  the 
fiaple  manufacture  of  either  king¬ 
dom  into  the  other.”  The  amend¬ 
ment  was  fecondtd  by  fir  Edward 
Newenham,  and  ftrenuoufty  recom¬ 
mended  to  the  adoption  of  the 
houfe  by  Mr.  Corry,  Mr.  Hartley 
and  Mr.  Molyneux.  Major  Doyle 
reminded  the  houfe,  that  it  had  been 
the  dill  refs  of  the  woollen  manu¬ 
facturers  that  had  brought  forward 
the  quell  ion  of  protecting  duties, 
and  that  for  their  relief  the  various 
Bon-importation  agreements  had 
been  formed.  To  render  both  of 
thefe  remedies  unneceftary  was  the 
avowed  objeCt  of  the  prefent  fyftem ; 
and  how  did  it  operate  ?  By  making 
the  poor,  ftarting  woollen-weaver 
worfe  than,  he  was  before,  and  mak¬ 


ing  the  linen  weaver  who  had  no 
complaint?,  in  appearance  better 
than  he  was  before.  And  then  it 
was  expeCted  that  the  woollen  weav¬ 
er  was  immediately  to  grow  fat  and 
con:ent.  We  might  indeed  fend 
our  woollens  to  England,  and  our 
coals  to  Newcaftle,  and  that  was 
cal’ed  equality.  If  the  refolution 
palled  in  its  prefent  form,  he  added, 
it  would  be  neceftary  to  follow  it 
with  a  law  to  export  12680  manu¬ 
facturers  of  woollen  cloth,  for 
whom  there  ,  would  be  no  longer 
any  occaiion ;  or,  which  might 
be  a  Charter  method,  to  import  a 
certain  portion  of  the  plague  from 
the  Levant  to  rid  the  country  of  the 
complaints  of  thefe  poor  fellows. 
Mr,  Griffith  remarked,  that  if  the 
exportation  of  wool  from  Great 
Britain  was  prohibited,  the  propo¬ 
rtions  however  perm  tt.  d  to  Ireland 
the  law  of  retaliation  :  the  plain 
Englifhof  which  was  this.  When¬ 
ever  Ireland  {hall  increafe  her  flocks, 
improve  the  quality  of  her  wool, 
and  reduce  its  price  lower  than  it 
was  in  England,  which  could  ne¬ 
ver  be,  file  might  then  retort  upon 
the  feat  of  empire,  and  prevent 
them  from  enjoying  any  advantage 
from  the  low  price  and  fuperior  ex¬ 
cellence  of  the  Irifli  wooi.  Mr* 
Griffith  knew  not  how  to  combat 
fo  abfurd  an  argument,  but  by  in- 
flancing  one  of  a  fimilar  nature. 
An  unfortunate  fmuggler  was  t  iken 
in  the  faCt  of  carrying  tea  on  fhore 
from  an  Ealt  India  fhip  in  the  har¬ 
bour  of  Cork.  He  was  immediately 
brought  on  board  and  put  in  irons* 
Shortly  after  feverai  lords,  privy  - 
counfellors  and  perfons  of  diftinc- 
tioq  came  on  board  in  a  beautiful 
barge,  and  began  to  fmuggle  at  a 
very  great  rate.  The  fmuggler, 
finding  that  no  notice  was  taken  of 
this  by  the  cuftom-houfe  officer,  be¬ 
gan  to  revile  him  in  a  very  nervous 
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fty  le,  for  having  p  uni  filed  him  a  ve¬ 
ry  poor  man,  for  what  he  fuffered 
lords  and  privy-counfellors  to  do 
\Vith  impunity.  44  Pifli,  you  fool,55 
laid  the  officer,  44  get  yourfelf  made 
a  lord,  and  then  you  may  fmuggle 
as  much  as  you  plcafe.”  This  ad- 


the  features  of  the  odious  fhip  mo¬ 
ney,  or  whatever  other  impolitions 
had  been  regarded  as  molt  oppref-, 
five.  The  meafure  was  equally  cen- 
fured  as  unconftitutional,  by  Mr. 
Griffith,  Mr.  Longfield  and  Mr. 
Molyneux.  By  Mr.  Flood  it  was 


vice,  Mr.  Griffith’  averred,  was  fet  in  a  hill  farther  light  of  objec. 
much  more  plaufible  and  ferious, 
and  the  execution  of  it  much  more 
feafi'ble  on  the  part  of  the  fmuggler, 
than  to  fuppole  that  the  wool  of 
Ireland  could  ever  come  in  compe¬ 
tition  in  quality  and  price  with  the 
wool  of  England.  The  amend¬ 
ment  of  Mr.  Gardiner  was  excepted 


to  by  fir  Edward  Crofton  and  Mr. 
Dannis  Browne,  from  the  confider- 
atlon  that  the  province  of  Con¬ 
naught,  two  feveral  counties  of 
which  they  reprefented,  paid  its 
rent  in  wool,  and  that  the  amend¬ 
ment  would  prove  its  total  deftruc- 
tion.  The  houfe.  divided  upon  the 
queflion,  ayes  33,  noes  178. 

The  la  ft  head  of  the  propofitions 
that  encountered  the  animadverfion 
of  the  houfe  was  that  relative  10  the 
eompenfation  to  be  made  by  Ire¬ 
land  in  the  lurplus  of  her  heredi¬ 
tary  revenue.  This  had  originally 
been  treated  in  terms  of  the  fevered 
reprobation  by  Mr.  Frown  lew.,  It 
had  been  well  for  Mr.  Orde  that  he 
was  at  prefent  in  a  civi lifted  country  : 
had  he  made  fuch  a  propofition  in  a 
Polifli  diet,  he  would  not  have  lived 
to  carry  back  his  anfwer.  Mr. 
Brownlow  however  afterwards  ac¬ 
knowledged,  that  he  had  perhaps 
fpoken  of  the  propofition  under  the 
influence  of  milapprehenfion,  and 
that  he  had  faid  fome  things  to  the 
Britifli  minifler  which  he  believed 
he  fhould  not  have  done  in  a  cooler 
moment.  At  the  fame  time  he  law 
no  ground  for  altering  h;s  opinion. 
He  did  not  like  the  mode  ©f  voting- 
money  to  Great  Britain  uncondition¬ 
ally  ;  it  appeared  to  him  to  have  all 


tion.  Every  man  knevv  the  con- 
ftant  complaint  of  Ireland  had  been 
the  drain  occafioned  by  her  ab- 
fentees,  a  drain  equal,  in  compari- 
fon  to  the  rental  of  Ireland,  with, 
the  taxes  of  Great  Britain  in  com* 
parifon  to  the  property  of  Britain. 
Now  fhould  it  be  afked,  will  you 
agree  to  a  meafure  to  increafe  the 
number  of  abfentees,  inftead  of  de- 
creaftng  them,  the  anfwer  would 
furely  be  in  the  negative.  But  in 
truth  they  did  increafe  them  when, 
they  voted  an  augmentation  of  the 
army  ;  and  if  they  voted  for  the 
fupport  of  the  navy,  they  muft  in¬ 
creafe  them  again.  Was  it  poffibk 
for  Ireland  in  her  prefent  lit  nation, 
giving  with  her  right  hand  to  the 
army,  and  wirh  her  left  to  the  na¬ 
vy,  and  having  this  drain  of  ab¬ 
fentees,  was  it  poffible  for  her  to 
exift  ?  It  was  replied  by  Mr.  Ma* 
fon,  to  the  objection  of  Mr.  Flood, 
that  he  was  iniftaken  in  his1-  repre- 
fentation.  The  money  was  not 
bound  to  be  fent  abroad.  They 
might  build  frigates  at  home  for 
the  protection  of  their  trade;  they 
might  fend  it  in  beef,  they  might 
lay  it  out  in  gun-powder.  They 
might  direct  every  penny  of  it  to 
be  laid  out  in  Ireland;  for  the 
whole  furplus  was  to  be  at  the  dif- 
pofal  of  parliament.  This  part  of 
the  fyftem  was  voted  without  any 
material  alteration.. 

The  whole  plan  of  the  propofed 
arrangement  was  cenfured  by  Mr. 
Montgomery,  member  for  the  coun¬ 
ty  of  Donegal,  Mr.  Arthur  Browne 
and  Mr.  Parfons,  the  representatives 
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of  Trinity  College,  Dublin  and  Mr. 
Flood.  The  benefits  propofed  to  be 
conferred  were  unfubftantial  andima- 
ginary,  not  real  and  valuable.  The 
return  in  the  mean  time  that  was  to 
be  made  was  fraught  with  the  mod 
important  confequences  to  the  fu¬ 
ture  profperity  of  Ireland.  She  was 
to  appropriate  the  hereditary  reve¬ 
nue,  and  that  for  ever.  And  what 
was  the  gratitude  fo  confidently 
claimed  from  her?  Had  England 
ever  eivered  into  a  war  on  her  ac¬ 
count  ?  Had  England  everfupport- 
ed  a  fingle  fhip  for  her  defence, 
more  than  fine  would  have  done  if 
Ireland  had  been  funk  to  the  bot¬ 
tom  of  the  fea  ?  But  the  perfon 
who  wasNmoft  pointed  in  his  cenfure 
of  the  general  outline  of  the  i'yftem 
was  Mr.  Molyneux.  He  wiflied  to 
do  juftice  to  Mr.  Orde’s  abilities  in 
bringing  forward  the  refolutions. 
Confidering  his  fituation  and  his 
connexions  with  England,  they  were 
fuch  as  by  no  means  difgraced  him. 
But  he  would  with  confidence  de¬ 
clare  that  every  Irifhman  who  fup- 
ported  the  meafure  w7as  guilty  of 
facrificing  the  trade  and  the  moil 
important  interefis  of  the  kingdom. 
They  had  heard  much  of  the  gra¬ 
titude  and  the  obligations  in  which 
they  were  held  to  Great  Britain. 
This  was  a  language  he  fhould  ever 
reprobate  in  that  houfe.  Mr.  Mo¬ 
lyneux  was  ready  to  put  the  merits 
of  the  whole  queftion  upon  one 
fingle  truth,  which,  if  it  could  be 
contradiXed,  he  would  allow  his 
objeXions  to  be  ill  founded.  Sup- 
pofe  Ireland  was  entirely  independ¬ 
ent  of  England  :  would  not  the 
minifter  who  fhould  form  a  treaty 
of  commerce  with  Great  Britain 
on  the  foundation  of  thefe  refolu¬ 
tions,  deferve  to  be  impeached  for 
having  facrificed  the  interefis  of 
Ireland,  and  to  lofe  his  head  ?  It 
was  advantage  o#  one  fide,  it  was 


H  AND 

lofs  on  the  other.  He  could  not 
enough  condemn  the  folly  and  the 
ruin  of  a  treaty  of  equality.  Con¬ 
fidering  the  different  fituations  of 
each  country,  the  wealth,  the  capi¬ 
tal  of  the  one,  the  poverty,  the 
wrctchednefs  of  the  other,  this  was 
to  fign  the  death-warrant  of  fome 
of  their  befi  lources  of  their  prof¬ 
perity.  With  refpeX  to  the  lafi 
refolution,  he  cordidered  it  as  op- 
pr.  ifive,  derogating  from  the  inde¬ 
pendence  of  parliament,  at  the 
fame  time  that  it  fwelled  the  pre-» 
rogative  and  the  defpotifm  of  the 
crown.  It  was  fufpeXing  the  loy¬ 
alty  of  that  country  and  its  interefl 

o'  ¥ 

in  the  fafety  of  the  empire  ;  it  was 
declaring  that  though  the  heredi¬ 
tary  revenue  fhould  be  more  pro- 
duXive,  the  additional  taxes  might 
be  increafed,  but  fhould  never  be 
repealed.  In  fine,  he  regarded  the 
firfi  part  of  the  arrangement  as  fa¬ 
crificing  the  trade  of  that  country, 
the  lafi  its  honour  and  independ* 
•ence  :  he  fhould  therefore  give  to 
the  whole  his  hearty  negative. 

But  the  voice  of  general  cenfure 
was  fcarcely  heard  amid  ft  the  ap- 
plaufe  that  was  bellowed  upon  the 
outline  of  the  plan  from  every  fide 
of  the  houfe,  Thofe  who  were  moil 
particularly  explicit  in  their  com¬ 
mendations  were  Mr.  Dennis  Daly, 
Mr.  George  Ogle,  Mr.  George 
Ponfonby,  fir  Lucius  0‘Brien,  Mr* 
Huftey,  Mr.  Brooke,  Mr.  Forbes, 
and  Mr.  Griffith.  All  of  thefe  ei¬ 
ther  acknowledged  their  entire  ac- 
quiefcence  in  the  whole  fyftem,  or 
exprefly  declared  that  in  a  general 
view  its  benefits  appeared  to  them 
greatly  to  outweigh  the  defeXs  that 
might  be  imputed  to  it.  It  was  re¬ 
marked  by  Mr.  Dennis  Browne, 
that  the  bell  eulogium  he  could make 
upon  the  propofitions  would  be  to 
read  them.  But  now  that  mipifters 
had  brought  forward  with  great 

trouble 
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trouble  and  difficulty  a  beneficial 
and  well  digefted  fyftem,  a  fine 
itory  was  told  the  people,  that  this 
was  a  fyftem  of  which  they  were 
not  to  approve  ;  though  the  moft 
fanguine  of  them  all,  fo  lately  as 
the  laft  year,  never  could  have  ex¬ 
pected  fuch  liberal  conceffion.  What 
then  was  next  to  follow  ?  The 
people  had  been  already  taught  to 
defpife  the  law  of  the  land  ;  they 
had  been  inftrudfed  to  hold  in  con¬ 
tempt  the  firft  court  of  law  in  the 
kingdom,  and  ftrangers  had  been 
induced  to  (land  far  aloof  from  a 
country,  where  tranquillity  and  or¬ 
der,  the  only  protection  of  proper¬ 
ty,  were  no  where  to  be  found. 
While  faCtion  fupplied  the  place  of 
induftry,  while  fpeculadve  quef- 
tions  engrofled  the  public  mind, 
the  free  trade  was  but  the  whitt¬ 
ling  of  a  name,  and  the  only  fruit 
that  would  accrue  from  their  rifks 
and  their  exertions  was  poverty 
and  defolation.  Mr.  Grattan  point¬ 
ed  his  eulogium  principally  at  the 
laft  department  of  the  fyftem.  It 
included  in  its  ltruCture  a  threefold 
principle  :  the  firft  was,  after  the 
expences  of  the  nation  were  paid, 
to  contribute  to  the  general  ex- 
pcnce  of  the  empire.  The  fecond 
was,  by  making  the  iurplus  not  ap¬ 
plicable  to  the  general  expence  till 
that  event  took  place,  to  intereft 
both  Englifti  and  Irifii  mmifters  in 
J rifli  oeconomy.  The  third  was  to 
fubjeCf  the  furpius  to  the  control 
of  the  Iriffi  parliament.  If  the 
other  refolutions  had  not  palled, 
thefe  ought  Hill  to  be  fupported. 
They  put  an  end  to  debt  ;  they 
eifabli died  Irilh  oeconomy  :  they 
made  the  Britiili  minifiry  a  gua¬ 
rantee  for  the  integrity  of  that 
houfe,  and  the  parlimony  of  the 
re h dent  adminiflration.  The  plan 
was  open,  fair  and  juft,  and  inch 
as  phe  fupreme  government  could 


juftify  to  both  nations.  It  gave  to 
England  what  Hie  had  a  right  to 
expeCt,  and  perhaps  it  could  not 
give  her  more. 

O  % 

The  propohtions  paffed  the  com¬ 
mittee  of  the  whole  houfe  on 
Friday,  the  eleventh  of  February  ; 
and  on  Saturday  they  were  report¬ 
ed  and  followed  up  by  an  addrefs 
to  the  fovereign,  expreffive  of  their 
fervent  gratitude,  and  the  fanguine 
hope  with  which  they  looked  for¬ 
ward  to  the  complete  execution  of 
fo  liberal  an  arrangement.  On  the 
divifion  upon  this  addrefs  the  only 
perfons  who  appeared  againft  it 
were  Mr.  Parfons  of  the  college, 
and  Mr.  Montgomery,  member  for 
the  county  of  Donegal.  It  was 
carried  with  equal  unanimity  though 
the  houfe  of  lords,  and  on  the 
Wednefday  following  a  melfagewas 
fent  from  the  lords  to  the  commons 
expreffing  their  agreement  to  the 
refolutions  and  their  concurrence  in 
the  addrefs. 

Through  the  whole  courfe  of  the 
bufmefs  it  had  been  intimated  by 
Mr.  Orde,  that  the  commerce  of 
the  Eaft  Indies  was  to  be  brought 

„  .  o 

before  the  houfe  as  a  feparate  con- 
fide ration  ;  and  it  was  even  under- 
ftood,  that  a  lyftem  relative  to  this 
matter  had  been  digeftedinto  twelve 
dittindf  propolitions.  Thefe  pro- 
politions  were  either  withheld  in 
confequence  of  fome  revolution  in 
the  fentiments  of  minifters,  or  de¬ 
layed,  and  of  conlequence  perr, 
mitted  to  be  fu perfected,  by  the  al¬ 
terations  that  it  was  found  neceflary 
to  make  in  the  fyftem  during  its 
progrefs  through  the  Englifti  par¬ 
liament. 

In  the  mean  time  the  taxes, 
which  were  requiftte  in  the  execu¬ 
tion  of  the  arrangement,  in  order 
immediately  to  raiie  the  hereditary 
revenue  to  a  level  with  the  demands, 
were  not  procraftinated.  The  efti- 

mates 
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mate  of  the  neceffity  was  taken  at 
the  annual  fum  of  140,000k  and 
the  taxes  by  which  this  itim  was  ro 
be  raifed  were  a  duty  upon  malt, 
tobacco,  licences,  wheel  carriages, 
newfpapers,  and  certain  other*  ar¬ 
ticles.  Very  early  in  the  Irifh 
boufe  of  commons,  the  leaders  of 
©ppofttion  declared  their  difcontent 
with  the  flow,  and,  as  they  deem¬ 
ed  it,  equivocal  procedure  of  the 
Englifh  parliament;  and  they  en¬ 
deavoured  to  obtain  from  adminif- 
tration  the  fufpehfion  of  the  bills 
impoftng  thefe  duties,  till  they 
fhould  learn  that  fome  peremptory 
and  decifive  meafure  was  adopted 
on  the  part  of  England.  This  de¬ 
mand  created  a  fpecies  of  debate  in 
which  the  members  took  ©ppofite 
£des  according  to  their  preconceiv¬ 
ed  ideas.  Mr.  Grattan  and  many 
others,  including  all  the  friends  of 
admimftration,  declared  their  opi¬ 
nion  that  the  taxes  were  the  only 
means  that  could  be  employed  by 
that  kingdom  for  fupporting  the 
experices  of  government  without 
running  into  debt.  They  there¬ 
fore  declared  their  peculiar  favour 
to  that  part  of  the  fyftem  that  re¬ 
lated  to  thefe  taxes,  and  profelfed 
their  earned:  wifh  that  if  all  the 
reft  were  loft,  this  part  of  the  fyf¬ 
tem  might  be  preferved.  By  feve- 
ral  on  the  other  hand  it  was  ftated 
in  the  ftricf  light  of  a  compenfation 
to  England  for  the  benefits  held  out 
in  the  preceding  articles  of  the 
fyftem.  If  the  fyftem  were  not 
given,  Ireland  could  take  care  of 
her  finances  in  a  better  and  more 
©economical  manner,  not  by  railing 
her  revenues  to  the  level  of  her 
expenditure,  but  by  finking  her 
expenditure  to  the  level  of  her  re¬ 
venues.  Thefe  debates  were  far¬ 
ther  diftirlguifhed  by  a  declaration 
from  Sir  John  Parnel,  one  of  the 
commiffioners  of  the  Irifh  revenues, 


that  he  thought  every  part  bf  the 
propofitions  fair  and  advantageous 
to  that  kingdom.  That  accord¬ 
ingly  no  change  in  minifterial  poli¬ 
tics  fhould  have  any  influence  upon 
him ;  but  that  he  was  determined 
to  fupport  the  whole  in  the  manner 
in  which  it  had  been  agreed  to*, 
regardlefe  of  the  confequenee. 
Some  advantage  was  afterwards 
taken  of  this  declaration  by  the 
members  of  oppofition.  The  tax 
bills  received  the  royal  affent  oil 
the  twenty-fourth  of  March.  On. 
this  occafion  fome  difficulty  had 
been  made  on  the  part  of  the  houie 
of  lords,  in  complying  with  the 
ufual  mode  of  fending  back  money- 
bills  to  the  houfe  of  commons,  in- 
ftead  of  retaining  them  in  their 
own  pofteffion,  as  was  ufual  in  other 
cafes,  till  they  received  the.  laft  for- 
malities  neceflary  to  their  palling 
into  a  law.  The  point  however 
was  fpeedily  compromifed,  and  mat¬ 
ters  returned  into  their  old  channel. 

One  of  the  queftions  which  had 
been  warmly  debated  by  the  op- 
polite  ftdes  of  the  houfe  of  com¬ 
mons  during  the  pendency  of  the 
proportions,  was  relative  to  the 
conftrudfion  of  the  laws  of  naviga¬ 
tion  of  Great  Britain.  A  principal 
branch  of  the  benefit  refulting  from 
the  propofed  fyftem  coniifted,  ac¬ 
cording  to  adminiftration,  in  the 
extenlion  of  thefe  laws  to  the  king¬ 
dom  of  Ireland,  and  the  permit¬ 
ting  the  circuitous  as  well  aff  the 
direbt  importation  into  England  of 
the  produce  of  the  colonies  by  Irifh 
merchants.  Oppofition  on  the  coir 
trary,  including  the  country  gen¬ 
tlemen  and  many  of  the  lawyers, 
maintained  that  the  a£ts  of  naviga¬ 
tion  did  neceftarily  and  ineilftibly 
include  Ireland  as  a  part  of  the 
empire,  and  that  of  confequenee 
nothing  was  given  under  this  branch 
of  the  fyftem  to  which  Ireland  was 
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not  already  entitled.  To  bring  this 
queltion  to  an  iffue,  a  resolution 
was  propofed  to  the  houfe  on  the 
eleventh  of  April,  by  Mr.  Corry, 
declaratory  of  their  conffruCtion  of 
the  contefted  laws.  The  motion 
was  oppofed  as  premature  by  Mr. 
Forbes,  Mr.  Griffith,  and  Mr. 
Hartley  ;  and  Mr.  Corry  at  length 
confented  to  withdraw  it. 

While  the  meafures  that  related 
to  the  commercial  fyftem  engaged 
the  attention  of  parliament,  the 
affairs  of  the  projected  reform  were 
not  entirely  negleCted  by  its  friends. 
The  lall  efforts  were  now  expended 
of  that  glorious  flame,  which  had 
once  fpread  over  every  part  of  the 
iSland,  and  which  had  feemed  to 
promile  a  very  different  and  di- 
itinguiihed  fuccefs.  The  congrefs 
of  the  nation  of  Ireland  met  pur¬ 
suant  to  its  adjournment  on  the 
twentieth  of  April.  The  proceed¬ 
ings  that  were  held,  fo  far  as  it  was 
thought  proper  to  give  them  to  the 
public,  feem  to  have  tended  chiefly 
to  put  the  plan  of  a  more  equal  re¬ 
presentation  into  as  general  terms 
as  it  wTas  conceived  to  admit,  and 
to  leave  as  much  as  poffible  to  the 
wifdorn  and  direction  of  parliament, 
"ihe  congrefs  now  declared  their 
meeting  to  be  final,  and  in  a  very 
brief  add  refs  to  the  people  of  Ire¬ 
land,  obferved,  that,  44  if  the 
abufes  of  former  parliaments  did  not 
infpire  a  diltruft  ofthofe  which  were 
to  come  ;  if  the  venerable  opinion 
of  thofe  illultrious  men  who  were 
now  no  more,  and  the  atiihance  of 
thofe  whofe  prefent  labours  co¬ 
operated  with  them  in  the  fame 
purfuit,  had  no  influence  to  awake 
their  fears,  to  animate  their  efforts, 
and  to  invigorate  their  hopes,  this 
and  every  other  endeavour  mutt 
Sink  into  oblivion  ;  and  they  would 
Shortly  repofe  in  indolent  acquie¬ 
scence  under  fftch  4  reprefentadon 


as  would  gall  themfelves  and  their 
pofterity  with  increasing  taxation 
and  oppreffion.” 

It  was  not  till  the  twelfth  of 
May,  that  Mr.  Flood  prefented  to 
the  houfe  of  commons  a  bill  for 
effeding  the  purpofe  of  the  national 
congrefs.  To  give  to  the  bulinefs 
a  greater  appearance  of  delibera¬ 
tion  and  folemnity,  he  had  fo  early 
as  the  fecond  of  March  moved  foe 
leave  to  bring  in  a  meafure  of  this 
kind,  which  was  accordingly  grant-* 
ed  him.  In  the  mean  time  he  added, 
that,  as  the  prime  minilter  of  Eng¬ 
land  had  pledged  himfelf  to  bring 
forward  refolutions  of  a  ilmiiar 
nature,  in  a  grand  and  decillve  ef¬ 
fort  before  the  Britifh  parliament, 
he  did  not  mean  to  bring  in  his 
own  bill  till  he  had  feen  the  fate 
of  that  undertaking-.  The  dif- 
cuffion  of  Mr.  Pitt’s  propofal  took 
place  in  Great  Britain  on  the 
eighteenth  of  April.  On  the  twenty 
eighth  of  the  fame  month  Mr. 
Flood  moved,  44  that  the  houfe  re- 
foive  itfelfinto  a  committee  to  con¬ 
sider  of  an  inflruCtion  to  the  per- 
fons  who  had  been  ordered  to  bring 
in  Ids  bill,  that  the  better  to  pro¬ 
mote  population  in  contracted  or 
decayed  boroughs,  no  borough 
in  theprovince  of  Connaught  hav¬ 
ing  lefs  than  forty,  or  in  the  other 
provinces  having  lefs  than  feventy 
electors,  iliould  be  permitted  to  re¬ 
turn  more  than  one  member  to 
parliament”.  The  motion  was  op- 
poled  by  major  Doyle  and  fir  Boyle 
Roche,  both  of  whom  had -flip- 
ported  the  meafure  in  the  laid  fef- 
lion,  Mr.  Dennis  Daly,  Mr.  Fitz- 
gibbon,  and,  in  a  fpeech  of  fome 
length,  by  fir  Hercules  Langrifhe. 
It  was  fupported  by  Mr.  Grattan, 
who  however  did  not  appear  to 
approve  of  the  particular  mode  in 
which  the  bulinefs  was  brought 
forward  in  parliament.  The  mo¬ 
tion 
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tion  was  negatived  without  a  di- 

o 

vilion. 

The  bill  itfelf,  which  was  at 
length  introduced  to  the  houfe,  was 
fupported  with  confiderable  ear- 
neftnefs  by  Mr.  Brownlow  and  Mr. 
O’Neil.  By  the  former  it  was  ob- 
ferved  that  he  greatly  doubted  in¬ 
deed,  whether  there  was  virtue 
enough  in  that  houfe  to  pafs  the 
bill ;  but  that  he  was  bold  to  fay, 
that  fooner  or  later  the  houfe  would 
give  a  reform  to  the  people.  The 
latter,  in  reply  to  Mr,  Monk  Mafon, 
who  had  endeavoured  to  prove  that 
the  meafure  originated  in  partial 
clamour,  maintained  that  the  whole 
fenfe  of  the  kingdom  was  for  a  par- 
liamentary  reform,  and  that  nothing 
but  the  moll  extreme  blindnefs  and 
abfurdity  could  cherilh  a  doubt  of 
it.  The  arguments  in  favour  of 
the  meafure  were  inforced  by  Mr. 
Rowley,  Mr.  Forbes,  Mr.  Corry, 
hr  Henry  Hartjfonge,  and  Mr. 
Travers  Hartley.  It  was  remarked 
by  Mr.  Flood,  that  though  this  bill 
differed  materially  from  the  one 
brought  in  lalt  year,  fome  there 
were  who  faid  it  was  the  fame,  and 
for  that  reafon  would  juftify  their 
oppofition.  But  if  it  were  the  fame 
bill  word  for  word,  was  that  a  rea¬ 
fon  ?  Had  the  houfe  never  rejedled 
a  meafure  in  one  feffion  and  adopt¬ 
ed  it  in  another  ?  Did  they  never 
vary  in  their  opinion  ?  When  firlf 
a  bill  of  reform  was  offered  to  par¬ 
liament,  the  objection  was  that  it 
was  delivered  upon  the  point  of  an 
ideal  bayonet.  It  was  the  air-drawn 
dagger  of  Macbeth  that  appeared  to 
every  man  who  oppofed  the  bill 
on  that  day.  And  why  did  it  ap¬ 
pear  to  him,  but  that  his  confci- 
ence  fmote  him  ?  Mr.  Flood  would 
not  fpeak  to  the  provilions  of  the 
bil]  ;  but  he  called  upon  the  houfe 
to  let  it  be  printed,  and  then  come 
back  with  the  approbation  of  the 


people,  and  not  like  mutes  in  a 
feraglio  to  ftrangle  it  on  that  day. 
If  they  proceeded  to  its  difeuffion, 
he  dared  any  man  to  meet  him  on 
its  principles  :  he  challenged  the 
moll  informed  and  the  mightieft  of 
them  all  to  enter  the  lids.  The 
queftion  was  put,  and  the  houfe 
divided,  ayes  60,  noes  112. 

A  bill  was  introduced,  immedi¬ 
ately  upon  the  defeat  of  the  bill  of 
reform,  by  Mr.  Forbes,  member  for 
the  county  of  Drogheda,  to  pre¬ 
vent  perfons  holding  places,  or  re¬ 
ceiving  pen-lions  from  government 
from  having  a  feat  in  parliament. 
But  this  bill  encountered  the  fame 
fate,  and  like  that  of  Mr.  Flood  was 
rejected  upon  the  fecond  reading. 
In  the  mean  time  a  motion  had  been 
brought  forward  by  Mr.  Brown- 
low,  on  the  twenty-fifth  of  Febru¬ 
ary,  declaring,  44  that  it  was  the 
opinion  of  that  houfe,  that  the  pro¬ 
ceedings  of  the  court  of  king’s 
bench,  in  the  affair  of  the  high- 
ftieriff  of  Dublin,  were  highly  re- 
preheniible  in  adopting  a  mode  of 
punifiiment,  arbitrary  in  its  nature, 
contrary  to  the  principles  of  the 
conditution,  and  deftru&ive  of  the 
trial  by  jury.”  This  motion  was 
reje&ed  at  the  inftigation  of  Mr. 
Fitzgibbon.  Another  queftion  mov¬ 
ed  by  the  popular  party  was 
introduced  by  Mr.  O’Hara,  mem¬ 
ber  fur  the  county  of  Sligo,  the 
objeift  of  which  was  the  aboli¬ 
tion  of  the  office  of  vice-treafurer 
of  Ireland.  This  motion  had  the 
fame  fate  with  that  of  Mr.  Brown- 
low. 

The  firft  notice  that  was  taken  of 
the  propofitions  as  they  were  a- 
mended  by  the  Britifli  parliament, 
and  increafed  to  the  number  of 
twenty,  was  on  the  13th  of  June, 
On  this  occafion,  Mr.  Orde  haying- 
moved  an  adjournment  for  three 
weeks,  Mr.  Rowley  fuggefted  an. 

idea; 
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idea  he  had  formed  of  moving  an 
addrefs  to  the  lord  lieutenant,  re- 
quefting  him  to  put  an  end  to  the 
feffion  of  parliament,  Mr*  Rowley 
was  followed  by  Mr.  Forbes,  who 
was  explicit  in  his  condemnation  of 
the  amended  fydem,  and  propofed 
as  a  fupplement  to  the  motion  of 
adjournment,  that  thefpeaker  fhould 
write  circular  letters  to  the  mem¬ 
bers  requiring  their  attendance  as 
they  regarded  the  conditutional  and 
commercial  rights  of  Ireland.  An 
'unequivocal  di (approbation  of  the 
fyftem  was  at  the  lame  time  declar¬ 
ed  by  Mr.  Corry,  Mr.  Griffith, 
Mr.  Arthur  Browne,  Hr  Henry 
Cavendifli  and  Mr.  Grattan.  By 
fir  Henry  Cavendifh  it  was  alferted 
that  there  could  be  but  one  fenti- 
ment  upon  the  fubjedf.  Unlefs  the 
twenty  refolutioris  came  to  Ireland 
materially  altered  from  the  date  in 
which  he  had  feen  them,  it  was  im 
poffible  for  the  prefent  adminidra- 
tion,  it  was  impollibie  for  any  ad- 
minid ration,  to  bring  them  forward 
in  parliament.  There  was  not  an 
Englifhmatt  nor  an  Irilhman  that 
would  dare,  to  do  it;  and  if  there 
were,  he  woqld  notnnd  another  bale 
enough  to  fecond  him.  The  houfe 
would  rife  indignant :  the  conted 
would  be,  who  fhould  fird  move  a 
quedion  of  expuldon,  on  the  man 
who  aimed  a  vital  dab  at  the  le- 
gidative  independence  of  Ireland. 
To  this  it  was  added  by  Mr.  Grat¬ 
tan,  that  if  the  refolutions  of  the 
Engliih  houfe  of  commons  were 
ever  laid  upon  their  table,  he  would 
oppofe  them  with  the  lad  nerve  cf 
his  drength,  and  with  the  lad 
breath  of  his  life.  When  the  fet- 
tlement  of  1782  took,  place,  he 
conceived  that  no  eontlitutional 
quedion  could  afterwards  arife  be¬ 
tween  the  two  nations.  Upon  that 
ground  he  had  impofed  a  dlence 
upon  hirnfelf  refpedting  commercial 

.786.  f 


HISTORY;  *7 

matters,  becaufe  he  thought  it  his 
duty  to  cheridi  the  harmony  that 
fubhded.  But  now  lince  condi- 
tutiorial  quedions  were  revived,  he 
fhould  not  be  wanting.  Whenever 
the  time  came  for  that  purpofe,  he 
fhould  give  them  battle,  and  Ire¬ 
land  fhould  be  the  judge.  Mr. 
Forbes’s  amendment  was  reje6ted? 
ayes  35,  noes  85. 

When  the  houfe  met  again,  pur- 
fuant  to  the  adjourn ment^  Mr. 
R^owley  moved,  in  conformity  tothe 
hint  he  had  thrown  out,  that  the 
houfe  adjourn  to  the  fird  of  fa¬ 
il  u  ary  next.  This  motion  how¬ 
ever  he  withdrew  at  the  requed  of 
Mr.  Grattan.  Mr.  Grattan  did  not 
wifh  the  country  gentlemen  to  put 
any  quedion  as  yet,  or  to  divide 
their  drength.  It  was  better  in  fo 
eventful  a  moment,  to  wait  till  the 
advance  fhould  be  made  upon  them  ; 
it  was  better  to  keep  themfelves 
firm  and  compadt. 

During  the  whole  of  thefe  pre- 
lufory  lebates  a  fingular  degree  o£ 
ambiguity  was  maintained  by  admi- 
nidration,  relative  to  the  quedion. 
whether  or  not  the  fourth  amended 
propofition,  concerning  which  the 
greated  appehenfions  were  enter¬ 
tained,  would  make  a  part  of  the 
fydemthev  fhould  bring  forward  in 
Ireland.  This  fucceeded  fo  far,  that 
fir  Henry  Cavendifh  rofe  on  the 
twenty-fird  of  July  to  afTute  the 
houfe,  that  he  underdood  that  no¬ 
thing  injurious  to  the  commercial 
or  conflitutional  rights  of  the  na¬ 
tion  would  be  introduced  under  the 
prefent  adminidration.  So  late  as 
the  fecond  of  Augud  it  was  obferv- 
ed  by  Mr.  Grde  with  fome  warmth, 
that  the  delay  he  demanded  was  but 
of  fhort  duration  ;  and  if  he  then 
brought  forward  any  thing  injuri¬ 
ous  to  the  conditution  or  commerce 
of  Ireland,  let  him  be  cenfured 
with  the  fevered  marks  of  in  dig  na¬ 
il  tion  ; 
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tion  ;  let  him  be  marked  with  re¬ 
proach,  and  dallied  with  difhonour  ! 
At  prefent  he  hoped  the  houfe  would 
give  him  credit  for  the  reCtitude  of 
his  intentions.  Mr.  Orde’s  avow¬ 
ed  intention,  as  it  appeared  on  the 
former  of  thefe  days,  was  to  bring 
parliament  to  an  ultimate  decilion 
upon  the  fyftem,  previoufly  to  the 
clofe  of  its  prefent  feffion. 

The  fyftem  was  opened  by  the 
Britifh  minifter  on  the  twelfth  of 
Auguftr.  On  the  preceding  day  a 
queftion  was  moved  by  Mr.  Flood, 
that  the  houfe  ftiould  come  to  a  re-- 
folution  “  that  it  would  retain  un- 
diminifhed  the  free  and  full  exercife 
of  the  foie  and  exclufive  authority 
at  all  times  to  legiflate  for  Ireland 
Internally,  externally,  and  commer¬ 
cially.  ”  This  motion  was  with¬ 
drawn  for  the  prefent,  at  the  re- 
queft  of  Mr.  Orde,  Mr.  Grattan 
declared  his  preference  to  the  pro¬ 
ceeding  by  addrefs  to  the  throne 
rather  than  by  refolution  ;  if  how¬ 
ever  Mr.  Flood  brought  forward 
his  refolution,  he  fhould  concur  in 
its  fupport. 

But  the  fpirit  of  oppofition  to 
the  propofttions  in  their  amended 
form  was  not  confined  to  the  houfe 
of  commons  of  Ireland.  On  the 
contrary,  it  had  been  widely  dif- 
fufed  through  all  ranks  of  men,  and 
the  moft  valuable  and  important  in- 
terefts  of  the  country,  conftitution- 
al  and  commercial,  were  conceived 
to  be  involved  in  the  fate  of  the 
fyftem.  Every  other  conftderation 
was  now  loft  in  the  univerfal  alarm. 
The  once  favourite  ideas  of  parlia¬ 
mentary  reform  were  forgotten. 
Petitions  were  prefented  from  every 
part  of  the  kingdom,  the  object  of 
which  was  to  exprefs  their  jealoufy 
of  the  plan  of  commercial  inter- 
courfe ;  and  to  entreat  that  its  dif- 
cuftion  might  not  take  place  in  the 
prefent  feftion  of  parliament.-  The 


earlieft: petitions  were  thofe  the  town 
of  Waterford  and  Galway,  which 
were  prefented  on  the  twenty-firft  of 
July.  They  were  followed,  among 
others,  by  the  merchants  of  Dub¬ 
lin,  the  freeholders  of  Antrim  and 
Armagh,  and  the  citizens  of  Cork* 
whofe  petition  was  prefented  by 
Mr.  Hutchinfon,  the  fecretary  of 
ftate. 

On  the  day  appointed  to  move 
for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  effec¬ 
tuating  the  propoled  intercourfe, 
Mr.  Orde  explained  the  buftnefs  to 
the  houfe  in  a  fpeech  of  con  lid  ar¬ 
able  length.  He  was  glad  that  the 
time  was  come,  to  put  an  end  to 
doubts  and  mifreprelentations,  and 
to  prove  the  conft'ftency  of  his  con¬ 
duct  in  doing  nothing  contrary  to 
the  declaration  he  had  fo  often  made, 
never  to  bring  forward  any  mea- 
fure  that  fhould  infringe  upon  the 
conftitution  of  Ireland.  He  apo¬ 
logized  for  faying  any  thing  re- 
fpecling  himfelf  in  a  difcuftion  of  fo 
great  magnitude ;  but  the  charges 
of  contradiction  that  had  been  ad¬ 
vanced  againil  him  made  it  neceiTa- 
ry  ;  and  he  now  avowed  his  real 
refponftbifity  for  the  meafure  he 
ftiould  propofe.  He  flood  there  the 
ailerter  of  the  fairnefs  and  juflice 
of  the  propofition  he  was  to  offer ; 
and  he  begged  to  be  underftood  not 
merely  as  adling  officially,  but  that 
his  heart  was  in  it.  In  confidering 
it,  he  faid,  every  man  ought  to  dif- 
mils  from  his  mind  what  he  had  al¬ 
ready  heard,  to  diveft  himfelf  of 
prejudice,  and  to  come  to  the  dif- 
cuffion  uninfluenced  by  bias  of  any 
kind.  For  his  part,  he  would  not 
attempt  a  parade  of  words  ;  plaufi- 
bility  was  neceffary  where  there 
.was  a  doubt  of  the  truth  f  but  in 
the  prefent  buftnefs  there  was  no 
reafonable  ground  for  hefttation. 

Mr.  Orde  defended  the  variations 
that  appeared  in  the  fyftem,  by  the 
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toft  fide  ration  of  the  natural  pro- 
grefs  of  a  meafure  of  this  lorr. 
What  had  gone  from  that  houie 
early  in  the  ieihon  was  to  be  confi- 

j 

dered  in  the  nature  of  the  founda¬ 
tion  of  a  treaty,  a  fketch  on  the 
part  of  the  people  of  Ireland  of 
the  agreement  they  were  willing  to 
form.  It  was  next  requifite  that 
Britain  fhould  confider  what  it  was 
that  fhe  could  concede  ;  and  fliould 
ftate  thofe  reflraints  and  exceptions  ' 
which  fne  might  regard  as  effential 
to  her  welfare.  For  himlelf,  he 
could  have  wifhed  that  itill  more  li¬ 
beral  terms  of  ad-iuftmenf  could 
have  been  confonant  to  the  feelings 
and  fuppofed  interefls  of  both  coun¬ 
tries.  His  ideas  and  his  hopes  had 
gone  to  open  ports,  and  a  total  de¬ 
reliction  of  duties  between  the  two 
kingdoms;  but,  as  the  different  cir- 
cumfcances  of  each,  and  the  diffe¬ 
rent  maturity  of  their  trade  render¬ 
ed  fuch  an  adjuftment  impracticable, 
it  had  been  neceffary  to  look  out 
for  fomething  near  it.  The  diffi¬ 
culties  and  obflacles,  that  had  fug- 
gefted  themfelves  in  its  progrefs, 
had  been  innumerable.  Particular 
interefls  were  naturally  alarmed, 
and  it  had  beeft  neceffary  to  attend 
to  them  in  feme  infhmces,  not  lefs 
to  refill  them  in  others.  The  con¬ 
duct  of  the  oppofition  in  both 
houfes  of  the  Britifh  parliament 
had  been  artful,  infidious,  and  in¬ 
defatigable.  They  had  fuggefled 
a  variety  of  amendments  hoflile  to 
the  conllitutional  and  commercial 
rights  of  Ireland  ;  and  it  had  been 

their  boafl,  that  by  their  alterations 

•/ 

and  additions  they  had  effected 
their  grand  purpofe  of  perplexing 
the  bufinefs,  and  creating  difeon- 
tents  in  Ireland,  without  allaying 
thofe  of  Great  Britain.  The  man¬ 
ner,  in  which  the  mini  Her  there  had 
extricated  himfelf  from  thefe  em- 
barrafiinents,  did  him  the  high  eft 


honour ;  the  inflances  in  which  he 
had  refilled  the  demands  of  impor¬ 
tunate  complaint  grea  ly  outnum¬ 
bered  thofe  in  which  he  had  yield¬ 
ed.  He  had  been  aCluated  by  the 
moft  liberal  principles,  and  had  u- 
niformly  flood  up  as  the  advocate 
and  reconciler  of  both  kingdoms. 

Mr.  Qrde  averred  with  the  ut- 
moli  confidence,  that  the  amend¬ 
ments  that  had  been  made  to  the 
propositions  in  England,  though 
calculated  to  gratify  the  cautious 
and  circumfpedt  fpirit  of  her  reve¬ 
nue  laws,  did  not  in  reality  interfere 
with  the  profperity  of  Ireland. 
Notwithftandingall  the  modifications 
and  alterations  that  had  been  adopt¬ 
ed,  the  fyflem  was  fill  1  as  advanta¬ 
geous  to  that  country  as  it  had  ever 
been.  The  natural  fituation  of 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland  in  com¬ 
mercial  affairs,  was  a  fituation  of 
rivalfnip ;  but  it  was  their  mutual 
interel!  not  to  continue  rivals. 
They  could  not  long  remain  as 
they  were,  and  foreign  nations  on¬ 
ly  could  rejoice  at  rhe  detent  of  the 
meafure.  Mr.  Grde  added,  that 
after  bringing  in  the  bill;>  and  print¬ 
ing  it,  it  was  his  intention  to  paufe, 
in  order  to  learn  the  fentiments  of 
the  country  refpedfmg  it.  The 
original  outline  had  been  only  the 
overture  of  a  treaty,  and  there 
had  been  no  impropriety  in  coming 
to  a  decifion  upon  it  at  once.  But 
in  the  prefent  llage  he  wifhed  to 
follow  the  example  of  mature  deli¬ 
beration  that  had  been  given  them 
by  the  Englifh  parliament.  It  was 
his  defire,  that  the  houfe  fliould 
decide  upon  the  beft  information 
they  could  procure.  Let  them  hear 
every  perfon  who  wifhed  to  be 
heard :  let  them  receive  every  pe¬ 
tition  that  could  be  brought ;  and 
let  them  iitien  to  all  the  evidence 
that  cou’d  be  offered. 

The  fpecch  of  Mr.  Mafon,  who 
B  z  flood 
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Hood  forward  in  defence  of  the  fyf- 
tem,  was  particularly  directed  to 
the  vindication  of  the  fourth  pro¬ 
portion.  He  fliould  not  have  been 
furprifed,  if  the  commercial  regula¬ 
tions  of  the  bill  were  found  to  oc- 
cafion  a  great  diverfity  of  opinion. 
If  in  a  treaty  of  this  nature  every 
article  vvere  in  favour  of  one  of  the 
parties,  there  would  be  an  end  of 
that  equality,  which  mu  ft  necefiari- 
lv  be  the  bails  of  a  permanent  agree¬ 
ment.  It  was  therefore  natural 
that  fome  of  the  provifions,  when 
considered  fingly,  and  not  as  com¬ 
posing  part  of  a  fyllem,  fliould  ap¬ 
pear  exceptionable.  But  that  men 
on  this  occaiion  fliould  have  talked 
of  peril  to  the  cenftitution,  was  an 
objection  equally  fraught  with  ab- 
furdity  and  mifchief.  It  was  to 
fpread  a  falfe  alarm  through  all 
part3  of  the  kingdom,  to  irritate 
the  public  without  juft  caufe 
againft  the  Britifh  parliament,  and 
to  perfuade  the  people,  that  the  in¬ 
dependence  of  their  country  was  in 
danger  at  the  very  moment  when 
It  was  moft  fecure  ;  at  the  very  mo¬ 
ment,  that  all  the  branches  of  the 
legiftature  in  both  kingdoms  were 
vying  with  each  other,  which  of 
them  fliould  affert  the  independence 
of  Ireland  in  the  ftrongeft  terms  ; 
when  the  minifter  of  Ireland  had 
moved  for  a  bill  by  the  claufes  of 
which,  this  point  was  exprefsly  de¬ 
clared  ;  when  the  minifter  of  Great 
Britain  had  atftually  prefented  fuch 
a  bill  in  that  country ;  and  when 
both  houfes  of  the  Britifh  parlia¬ 
ment  had  concurred  in  prefenting 
an  addrefs  to  the  throne,  declaring 
that  the  parliament  of  Ireland  alone 
was  competent  to  make  laws  to  bind 
that  kingdom  in  any  cafe  whatever. 
Mr.  Mafon  went  farther  in  aflerting 
the  unimpeachable  integrity  of  the 
fyftem  in  this  point.  He  affirmed, 
that  the  contefted  ftipulation  re* 


quired  by  Great  Britain  was  the 
ftrongeft  acknowledgment  of  the 
independence  of  Ireland.  Why 
had  file  departed  upon  that  occa¬ 
iion  from  her  eftablifhed  practice, 
of  regulating  the  commerce  of  eve¬ 
ry  part  of  the  empire  by  her  own 
parliament  only  ?  Why  had  file 
then  relinquifhed  a  power,  which 
file  had  exercifed  without  controul 
for  one  hundred  and  twenty  years  ? 
Becauie  fhe  acknowledged  the  in¬ 
dependence  of  Ireland ;  becaufe  file 
well  knew  that  no  a  (ft  of  her  par¬ 
liament  would  be  conlidered  as  va¬ 
lid  by  the  people  of  Ireland,  if  it 
were  not  confirmed  by  the  Irifh  le« 
giflature. 

Mr.  Mafon  was  of  opinion,  that, 
if  there  were  any  one  claufe  more 
abfolutely  necefiary  than  the  reft, 
it  was  the  very  claufe  which  had 
been  fo  loudly  and  miftakenly  re¬ 
probated.  He  contrafled  the  fpirit 
of  the  advocates  of  liberty  in  the 
prefent  inftance,  with  that  which 
they  had  manifefted  when  Mr.  Yel- 
verton’s  bill  for  adopting  all  fuch 
commercial  laws  of  Great  Britain, 
as  conferred  equal  benefits  and  im- 
pofed  equal  burthens  on  the  fub- 
jetfts  of  both  kingdoms,  was  re¬ 
ceived  with  io  general  applaufe. 
The  fpirit  of  both  meafures  was  the 
fame.  But  he  contended  that  the 
bill  of  1780  was  the  more  offenfive 
ftipulation  of  the  two,  fince  by  it 
they  adopted  the  duties  as  well  as 
the  regulations  of  Great  Britain. 
If  ever  a  country  was  to  be  jealous 
of  the  interference  of  a  foreign  le¬ 
gislature,  fhe  ought  furely  to  be 
moft  fo  in  matters  that  related  to 
the  impofition  of  taxes.  No  man, 
he  laid,  could  be  fo  ignorant,  as  to 
imagine  they  were  required  to  pafs 
a  law,  rendering  it  compulfory  on 
future  parliaments  to  regifter  the 
commercial  edi&s  of  Great  Britain. 
Common  fenfe  was  fufficjent  to  fhovv 
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that  this  was  impoffible  ;  that  it  was 
not  in  the  power  of  a  parliament 
bv  any  a6l  of  theirs  to  bind  fuc- 
ceeding  parliaments,  or  even  to 
bind  themfelv  s  in  a  iubfequent  fcf- 
iion  The  lingle  engagement  into 
which  they  entered  by  accepting 
theie  conditions,  was  to  adopt  luch 
laws  as  had  been  palled  by  Great 
Britain  lince  Mr,  \  elverton’s  bill, 
and  then  to  recommend  it  to  fuc- 
ceeding  parliaments  to  follow  their 
example,  and  to  adopt  from  time  to 
time  fuch  farther  regulations,  as 
ihould  be  founded  upon  the  fame 
principles  ot  jullice  and  equality. 
But  not  a  ith  Handing  their  recom¬ 
mendation  and  example,  every  fu¬ 
ture  parliament  would  necelFarily 
have  its  option.  How  then  could 
this  ftipulation  affect  the  fuprema^ 
cy  of  the  Irilh  legillature  ? 

Mr.  Poller,  without  going  very 
largely  into  the  conliitutional  quef- 
tion,  expatiated  with  great  warmth 
upon  the  advantages  that  would 
refult  from  this  fyftem  to  the  com¬ 
merce  of  Ireland.  The  mod:  glo¬ 
rious  and  ineftimable  profpect  was 
opened  to  her  manufactures.  Were 
a  man  to  look  for  a  country  moft 
advantageous  in  which  to  fettle  a 
manufacture,  what  would  be  his 
choice  ?  One  where  labour  and 
proviiions  were  cheap  ;  that  is  Ire¬ 
land.  And  what  would  he  next 
look  for  ?  Why  to  have  a  rich,  ex¬ 
tended  and  Heady  market  near  him; 
fuch  as  England,  which  would  be 
the  genial  foil  to  ripen  their  pro* 
ductions,  and  the  affe&ionate  mo¬ 
ther  to  bring  them  forward  to  the 
height  of  wealth,  profperity  and 
glory. 

But  the  member  of  adminid  a- 
tion  that  entered  moft  largely  into 
the  defence  of  the  meafure  was  Mr. 
Fitzgibbon.  As  to  the  hberty  of 
fending  the  Irifii  manufadures  to 
the  Britifli  markets,  he  did  npt 


build  upon  it  any  very  fanguine 
expedations  of  advantage.  But  the 
advantages  of  a  relaxation  in  her 
navigation  laws  he  highly  prized. 
He  thought  that,  without  fuch  a  re¬ 
laxation,  they  had  very  little  prof- 
ped  indeed  of  any  foreign  trade.  If 
the  Irilh  merchant  had  not  the 
certain  ifTue  of  the  Englidi  mar¬ 
ket  for  foreign  commodities,  he  had 
no  four  to  enterprize  and  [pecula¬ 
tion.  But,  if  England  relaxed  her 
navigation  laws  in  favour  of  Ire- 
land,  fhe  had  a  right  to  exped  to 
be  followed  by  her  in  a  code  of 
laws,  which  had  been  the  fource  cjf 
her  commercial  opulence,  and  the 
prime  origin  of  her  maritime 
lfrength.  It  had  been  infinuated, 
that  they  could  trade  to  more  ad¬ 
vantage  with  the  colonies  of  fo¬ 
reign  dates.  But  what  foreign  dates 
would  allow  them  to  trede  with 
their  colonies  ?  Who  was  to  pro- 
fed  them  if  foreign  dates  fliould 
refufe  to  do  them  jullice  ?  or  who 
was  to  adert  their  rights,  fuppofing 
them  to  be  violated  ?  With  refpeCt 
to  the  Ead  Indies,  it  appeared  to 
Mr.  Fitzgibbon  to  be  a  queftion 
of  no  doubt  or  difficulty,  dace  by 
a  law  of  Ireland  they  had  confirm¬ 
ed  the  monopoly  of  the  Ead  India 
company,  and  therefore  fo  long  as 
the  charter  lalled,  by  that  charter 
they  were  bound.  And  were  the 
charter  expired,  and  were  it  the 
filtered  of  that  country  to  inter¬ 
fere  with  Great  Britain,  he  believ¬ 
ed  their  prolped  of  a  trade  to  India 
to  be  very  remote  indeed.  It  was 
not  however  true,  as  had  been 
fuggeih  d,  that  Ireland  was  redriht- 
ed  by  the  tenor  of  the  prefen t  bill, 
beyond  rhe  period  of  the  charter. 

When  therefore  fo  advantageous 
an  arrangement  was  proferred  to 
Ireland,  for  what  reafo'n  was  it,  that 
Ihe  was  bid  to  hefitate  and  demur  ? 
Why,  the  fyftem  it  feemed  was  an 
B  3  infult 


BRITISH  AND 


25 


infult  to  Ireland  ;  it  flruck  at  the 
independence  of  her  legiflature. 
This  was  the  firth  infiance  in  which 
Ireland  had  ever  treated  ;  and  it 
■was  a  new  idea  to  Mr.  Fitzgibbon, 
that  England,  by  opening  and  car¬ 
rying  on  a  treaty  with  her  as  an 
independent  date,  infultedherpride, 
and  undermined  her  independence. 
He  took  great  advantage  in  argu¬ 
ing  upon  this  point  of  a  definition 
of  free  trade,  as  given  by  Mr.  Flood 
in  December  1779.  4t  It  was  a 
trade  to  the  whole  .world,  fubjedt 
to  the  rcffraints  of  their  own  legdf- 
liture  and  that  of  the  country  with 
which  they  traded.  This  was  a 
principle  clear  as  the  fun  which 
fhone  on  their  reviving  empire,  and 
wide  as  the  univerfe.”  No  truth, 
faid  Mr*  fitzgibbon,  could  be  more 
unqueflionable  than  that  which  had 
been  thus  delivered  by  Mr.  Flood. 
An  arrangement  of  trade  could  not 
be  agreed  upon  between  two  na¬ 
tions,  unlefsthey  fettled  at  the  fame 
time  principles  of  mutual  reflec¬ 
tion  ;  and,  if  the  Irifh  nation  would 
never  condefcend  to  promife  com¬ 
pliance  with  any  condition  of  a 
treaty,  the  Irifh  nation  muff  deter¬ 
mine  never  to  make  any  commer¬ 
cial  treaty,  or  any  treaty  what¬ 
ever. 

Mr.  Fitzgibbon  treated  the  ob¬ 
jection,  as  originating  in  the  arts  of 
the  oppofition  in  the  Britifh  parlia¬ 
ment.  He  could  not  by  any  means 
confentto  regard  them  as  the  friends 
of  Ireland.  Jt  was  a  firft  principle 
with  them  not  to  make  to  her  any 
conceffions.  In  the  prefent  bull- 
lie fs,  they  had  in  the  firffc  infiance 
echoed  the  clamours  and  the  pre¬ 
judices  of  the  manufadturers  of 
Great  Britain.  But,  having  failed 
in  their  profpebt  of  damning  the 
meafure  in  England,  they  had  in- 
flantly  changed  their  ground,  and 
applied  themfelves  to  inflame  the 


pride  and  excite  the  indignation  of 
that  country.  Mr.  Fitzgibbon  had 
been  informed,  that  they  had  in¬ 
dulged  their  merriment,  he  hoped 
fbmewhat  prematurely,  at  the  ex¬ 
pence  of  a  few  individuals  whom 
they  fuppofed  to  have  fwallowed 
the  bait,  and  at  the  expence  of  the 
kingdom  of  Ireland.  That  coun¬ 
try  would  become  the  laup'hine'- 
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hock  of  every  nation  in  Europe, 
if  fne  were  made  the  dupe  of  fo 
palpable  and  fhallow  an  artifice. 
Mr.  Fitzgibbon  concluded  with  re¬ 
marking,  that,  whatever  might 
have  been  intimated  at  different 
times  concerning  the  poflibility  of 
Ireland  handing  alone,  he  was  in¬ 
timately  convinced,  that,  iituatedas 
file  was  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
powerful  popifh  countries,  with  a 
great  majority  of  her  people  of  the 
popifh  religion,  file  could  not  ex  iff 
one  hour  as  a  proteflant  hate,  if 
the  protection  of  England  were 
withdrawn. 

Theperfon,  who  on  this  day  firft 
rofe  in  oppofition  to  the  fyiiem,  was 
Mr.  Conolly,  who  declared  againfl: 
it  in  the  moff  explicit  terms.  "  The 
houfe  would  remember  that  when 
the  obtaming  a  free  conllitution 
was  the  matter  in  queftion,  he  had 
flood  in  the  breach  and  oppofed  the 
meafure.  The  reafon  he  had  done 
fo  was,  that  he  thought  the  liru- 
ation  of  Ireland,  in  refpedt  to  cir¬ 
culation  and  capital,  by  no  means 
fufficient  to  put  her  in  competition 
with  the  filler  kingdom,  or  enable 
her  to  embark  on  a  feparate  bot¬ 
tom,  But  the  queilion  was  now 
entirely  altered.  That  houfe  had 
afierted  the  conflitution  ;  it  had 
been  recognized  arid  admitted  on  all 
hands;  and  he  was  perfuaded  that 
no  member  of  that  houfe,  nor  the 
houfe  itfelf  had  a  right  to  recede 
from  or  rehnquifh  the  independ¬ 
ence  they  had  obtained, 


Sir 
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Sir  Henry  Cavendifli  had  attend¬ 
ed  with  great  anxiety  to  the  open¬ 
ing  of  the  bufinefs,  and  had  liilen- 
ed  to  Mr.  Orde  with  an  earneft 
wifn  to  coincide  with  him  if  he 
poffibly  could.  He  was  aware  of, 
and  he  lamented  the  unpleafant 
lituation  into  which  this  bulinefs 
had  plunged  adminidration,  an  ad- 
minilfration  he  had  always  fupport- 
ed,  becaufe  he  believed  that  they 
had  abilities  equal  to  their  fi t na¬ 
tion,  and'hone  fly  equal  to  any  thing. 
The  motion  for  leave  to  bring  in  a 
bill  was  reckoned  very  ftrong 
ground,  and  was  an  excellent  mo¬ 
tion  for  quieting  the  parliamentary 
confidences  of  members.  It  how¬ 
ever  became  them  to  condder  whe¬ 
ther  the  bill  contained  any  thing 
derogatory  to  the  legiilative  rights 
of  Ireland.  Upon  this  queflion  he 
differed  from  Mr.  Orde,  and  he 
fhould  therefore  vote  againft  giving 
him  leave  to  bring  in  the  bill, 
which. he  thought  the  mod  fair  and 
manly  way  or  proceeding,  rather 
than  paying  him  the  empty  com¬ 
pliment  of  buffering*  the  bill  to  be 
introduced,  and  then  voting  againffc 
its  palling  through  the  houfe. 

Sir  Henry  Cavendifli  would  fay 
nothing  to  the  commercial  part  of 
the  bill.  Many  of  the  regulations 
appeared  to  be  beneficial  for  Ire¬ 
land  ;  and  very  poffibly  they  might 
never  have  a  better  offer  as  to 
commerce.  But  what  was  com¬ 
merce  without  liberty  to  enjoy  it  ? 
He  could  not  readily  fuppofe  that 
the  houfe  would  pafs  the  bill.  If 
they  did,  he  would  affert,  that  they 
would  betray  the  trull  repofed  in 
them  by  their  country,  and  render 
themfelves  odious  to  every  honed: 
man  in  the  kingdom.  It  required 
no  fkili,  no  abilities  to  roufe  the 
people  again  ft  this  meafure.  They 
were  already  roufed,  the  difficulty 
.  would  be  to  appeafe  them.  For 


himfelf  he  had  always  been  an 
enemy  to  improper  applications 
from  the  people,  and  the  fpirit  of 
ufurpation  upon  the  authority  of 
that  houfe.  If  he  could  extend 
his  voice  from  one  end  of  the 
kingom  to  the  other,  he  would  re¬ 
commend  patience  and  peace.;  but 
he  would  recommend,  if  the  bill 
fhould  pafs,  unintermitted  applica¬ 
tions  to  parliament  and  the  throne 
for  its  repeal.  If  parliament  fliould 
not  liflen  to  fuch  applications,  a 
queflion  would  then  come  before 
the  public  of  a  ferious  nature  in¬ 
deed.  He  fliould  lament  the  necef- 
lity  of  entering  upon  the  con  fide  r- 
ation  of  the  origin  of  government, 
of  the  compadl  upon  which  focieties 
were  formed,  by  which  the  people 
gave  up  a  part  of  their  liberty  for 
the  protection  of  the  remainder. 

Mr.  Burgh,  member  for  Harm- 
town  in  the  county  of  Kildare,  dl- 
flinguifhed  himfelf  by  the  lpeech 
he  delivered  upon  this  occafion. 
He  argued  againfl  the  admiffion  of 
.the  principle  of  the  fourth  propo¬ 
rtion,  by  obferving  that  he  was 
called  upon  by  that  principle  to 
trufi  the  defence  of  the  Irifh  confli- 
tution  to  the  parliament  of  Great 
Britain.  44  Did  not  that  parlia¬ 
ment,”  it  was  a  deed,  44  declare  that 
they  never  would  infringe  the  con- 
flitution  of  Ireland  ?”  But  before  he 
trufled  them,  he  mud  confider  how- 
far  the  parliament  of  Great  Britain 
had  been  hitherto  to  be  relied  on 
with  regard  to  their  commerce. 
He  mud  recoiled!  what  had  been 
the  fruits  of  the  former  profeffions 
and  declarations.  In  the  ye  ay 
1698,  the  balance  in  favour  of 
Ireland  on  account  of  the  flourifh- 
ing  date  of  her  woollen  manufac¬ 
ture  was  420,000b  The  parlia¬ 
ment  of  England,  dedrous  to  deprive 
her  of  this  trade,  addreffied  the 
king,  “  to  declare  to  his  fubjedts 
B  4  of 
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of  Ireland,  that  they  fhould  receive 
all  countenance,  favour  and  pro¬ 
tection  from  his  royal  influence  for 
the  encouragement  and  promotion 
of  the  linen  manufacture,  to  all 
the  advantage  and  profit  of  which 
that  kingdom  fliould  be  capable.” 
That  the  condition  of  this  counte¬ 
nance  was  complied  with  by  giving 
up  the  woollen  manufacture  of  Ire¬ 
land,  was  evident.  But  notwith- 
Handing  this,  difcouragement,  ri- 
valfliip  and  reftriCtion  had  been 
experienced  by  them  in  their  fail- 
cloth,  in  their  printed  linen,  and 
in  their  linen  manufacture  of  diffe¬ 
rent  fpecies.  And  now  the  Irifti 
fecretary  came  forward,  and  pro- 
pofed  the  reftitution  of  part  of  that 
ceded  manufa&ure,  the  fail-cloth 
manufacture,  as  an  inducement  for 
Ireland  to  treat  with  Great  Britain. 
Was  not  this  firft  to  rob  them,  and 
then  attempt  to  bribe  them  with 
their  o\vn  ?  But  if  in  a  tranfaClion 
that  would  have  been  diflionoumble 
between  two  private  merchants,  the 
fucceflive  parliaments  of  Great 
Britain  had  lb  obvioyfly  broken 
their  former  engagements,  what 
inuft  they  think  of  a  propofal  to 
confide  to  her  prefent  declarations 
not  only  their  commerce  but  their 
conftitution  ? 

Mr.  Burgh  alluded  to  the  argu¬ 
ments  which  had  been  employed  in 
Great  Britain  againft  ceding  any 
advantages  to  Ireland.  They  were 
not  to  be  allowed  commerce  on  ac¬ 
count  of  the  cheapnefs  of  their  la¬ 
bour.  And  from  what  did  that 
cheapnefs  of  labour  arife  ?  From 
t  ie  want  of  employment,  and  the 
confequent  mifery  of  the  people. 
What  was  the  caufe  of  that  mifery? 
The  reflriClions  laid  on  their  manu¬ 
factures  and  trade  by  Great  Bri¬ 
tain.  Another  argument  againft 
their  being  admitted  to  commerce 
was  taken  from  the  goodnefs  and 


the  favourable  fituation  of  their 
ports.  So  that  it  feemed  they  were 
to  be  refrained  from  commerce  on 
account  of  the  difadvantages  they 
derived  from  Great  Britain,  and 
they  were  to  be  reftrained  on  ac¬ 
count  of  the  bleffings  they  derived 
from  heaven.  Was  this  the  affec¬ 
tion,  was  this  the  juftice,  was  this 
the  liberality,  was  this  the  magna¬ 
nimity  fo  loudly  praifed  and  fo 
largely  expatiated  on  ?  And  thus 
it  was  that  Great  Britain  reafoned 
with  regard  to  her  greateft,  her 
moft  natural,  her  laft  refource* 
Why  would  fire  in  a  great  imperial 
theme  proceed  on  the  confined  no¬ 
tions,  the  local  prejudices,  and  the 
narrownefs  of  mind  of  the  manu¬ 
facturers  of  this  or  that  town  ? 
Had  flie  not  had  enough  of  reftric- 
tions  on  trade  ?  She  loft  the  trade 
of  America  by  adhering  to  the 
principles  of  an  excifeman,  and  the 
was  preparing  to  annihilate  that  of 
Ireland,  by  adopting  the  principles 
of  a  pedlar.  What  was  the  realon 
of  the  difiinCtion  thus  afliduoufly 
maintained  between  the  two  king-? 
doms?  Was  it  becaufe  a  fea  ran  be¬ 
tween  them  ?  What  could  have 
been  wanting  to  the  profperity  of 
two  countries,  united  by  nearnefs  of 
fituation,  fimilarity  of  conftitution, 
of  language,  of  habit?,  and  of 
laws  ?  What  were  the  beft  means 
for  the  attainment  of  riches,  ftrength, 
and  fecurity  ?  The  exception  of  na¬ 
val  power.  This  bidding  heaven 
had  provided  for  them  by  throw¬ 
ing  a  fea  between  them,  by  giving 
to  both  all  the  advantages  and  re- 
fources  of  an  infular  fituation. 
What  then  mud  they  think  of  a 
country,  which,  intlead  of  rejoicing 
in  this  double  bulwark  of  her  poli¬ 
tical  exirtence,  fliould  bear  towards 
it  an  eye  of  jealoufy  and  an  hand 
of  oppreifion,  and  countered,  by  the 
adoption  of  the  moft  narrow  preju¬ 
dices, 
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dices,  the  wifeft  and  mofl  favour- 
abie  difpofition  of  providence  ? 

Mr.  Grattan,  in  afpeech  the  find: 
in  refpedt  of  merit  that  was  ever  de¬ 
livered  in  the  Irifn  parliament,  and 
which  was  thought  by  many  to 
throw  into  fhade  all  that  was  moH 
excellent  in  the  art  of  eloquence 
that  had  appeared  in  the  feat  of  em¬ 
pire,  took  an  extensive  view  of  the 
whole  range  of  the  proportions. 
He  fet  out  with  a  companion  be¬ 
tween  the  free  trade  obtained  in 
1779,  and  what  was  now  propofed. 
What  the  advantages  might  be  that 
were  likely  to  reful t  from  the  for¬ 
mer,  no  man  could  fay  ;  but  any 
man,  who  had  feen  the  flruggle  of 
Ireland  during  a  century  of  depref- 
iion,  might  forefee,  that  a  fpirit  of 
induflry  operating  upon  a  Hate  of 
liberty  in  a  young  nation  muff  in  a 
courfe  of  time  produce  fignai  ad¬ 
vantages.  The  fea  was  like  the 
earth,  to  non-exertion  a  vvafle,  to 
induftry  a  mine.  By  the  fettlement 
of  3779,  Ireland  had  recovered  her 
right  to  trade  with  every  part  of 
the  world  whole  ports  were  open  to 
her,  fubjedt  to  her  own  unftipulated 
duties  :  Hie  retained  her  right  to 
trade  diredfly  to  the  Britifh  planta¬ 
tions  in  a  variety  of  articles  with¬ 
out  a  reference  to  Britilh  duties  ; 
fhe  added  to  this  a  privilege  to  trade 
with  the  Britilh  plantations  directly 
in  every  other  article  lubjedf  to  the 
rate  of  Britifh  duty;  file  obtained 
the  right  to  felef.t  the  articles,  lb 
that  the  general  trade  fhould  not 
hang  on  the  fpecial  conformity  ; 
and  hie  did  not  covenant  to  alfedl, 
exclude  or  poflpone  the  produce  of 
foreign  plantations.  Thus  Ihe  fe- 
curcd  to  herfelf  the  two  great  ob¬ 
jects  of  the  free  trade,  and  the 
plantation  trade.  Thefe  being  let- 
tied,  a  third  in  the  opinion  of  fome 
remained,  namely,  the  intercourle 
with  England  or  the  Channel  trade  ; 
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and  the  demand  of  protecting  du¬ 
ties,  that  had  been  brought  forward 
by  a  number  of  familhing  manu- 
facturers  in  the  preceding  year,  the 
extent  of  whofe  demand  was  idle, 
the  manner  of  conveying  it  tumultu¬ 
ary,  but  the'  treatment  it  received 
on  the  part  of  adminiliration  tem- 
poriling  and  undecilive,  paved  the 
way  for  the  introduction  and  dif- 
cullion  of  this  laft  branch  of  their 
commercial  iituation. 

The  hrft  branch  of  this  objet,  as 
it  was  diftributed  by  Mr.  Grattan, 
regarded  the  propoled  equalifation 
of  duties.  This  fyftem,  fair  in  its 
principle,  and  in  proceis  of  time 
likely  to  be  beneficial,  was  not  how¬ 
ever  pregnant  with  any  great  pre- 
fent  advantage.  Under  this  ar¬ 
rangement  the  Engliih  manufactur¬ 
er  in  reality  continued  protected, 
and  the  Irifh  manufacturer  expoled, 
and  the  abatement  of  duty  was  no 
more  than  difarming  the  argument 
of  retaliation.  But  as  Ireland  was 
to  covenant  that  lbe  would  not  raife 
her  duties  on  Britifh  manufactures, 
England  on  her  part  engaged  that 
Hie  would  not  diminifh  her  prefer¬ 
ence  in  favour  of  irifh  linens.  The 
adjullment  however  did  not  Hop 
ar  the  home  manufacture ;  it  ex¬ 
tended  to  the  barter  of  plantation 
produce.  Here  Ireland  already 
Hood  on  the  two  grounds  of  Haw 
and  juflice.  As  to  fhe  law,  Mr.  ’ 
Grattan  could  not  conceive  how 
the  fame  act  of  navigation  could 

C-J 

bear  a  different  <  onlbudtic  n  on  the 
one  llde  of  the  Channel  from  what 
it  bore  on  the  other,  uniefs  by  fup- 
pofmg  that  in  their  ancient  Hate  of 
dependency  they  were  not  entitled 
to  the  common  benefit  of  the  mo¬ 
ther  tongue.  And  a b  to  juHice, 
fince  it  was  clearly  on  their  fide, 
they  were  as  yet  a  tree  parliament, 
and  if  they  did  not  find  the  law 
equal,  they  might  make  it  fo. 
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Mr.  Grattan  was  much  more  co¬ 
pious  upon  the  fecond  diviiiort  of 
hh  fubjeCL  which  bore  upon  its  face 
inequality  of  duty  as  well  as  in¬ 
equality  of  trade.  This  related  in 
the  firit  place  to  the  raw  material  of 
the  woollen  manufacture.  The  pro- 
po  lit  ion  indeed  dipulared  that 
there  fliould  be  no  new  prohibition. 
But  every  prohibition  beneficial  to 
England  was  laid  before,  and  none 
in  favour  of  Ireland.  Ireland  till 
X779  was  a  province  ;  and,  before 
the  provincial  regulations  were  fu- 
perfeded,  this  arrangement  eda- 
blilhed  a  principle  of  uti  pojjidetis , 
that  is,  Great  Britain  fliould  retain 
all  her  advantages,  and  Ireland  all 
her  difad  vantages.  But  there  were 
infiances  of  more  Unking  inequali¬ 
ty  ;  they  were  to  give  a  monopoly 
to  the  prefen t  or  any  future  Ead 
India  company  during  its  exidence, 
and  to  the  Britifh  nation  for  ever 
after.  This  was  not  a  furrender  of 
the  political  rights  of  the  conditu- 
tion,  but  of  the  natural  preroga¬ 
tives  of  mail ;  not  of  the  privileges 
of  parliament,  but  of  the  rights  of 
nations.  They  were  not  to  fail  be¬ 
yond  the  capo  of  Good  Hope,  and 
the  draits  of  Magellan.  An  awful 
interdict  I  Other  interdi&s  extended 
to  a  determined  period  of  time  ;  but 
here  was  an  eternity  of  redraint ! 
Other  interdicls  extended  to  parti¬ 
cular  places  for  local  reafons ;  but 
here  were  neutral  regions  forbid¬ 
den,  and  the  bounties  of  provi¬ 
dence  denied  in  the  moil  opulent 
boundaries  of  creation  !  It  reiembl- 
ed  rather  a  judgment  of  God  than 
an  aid  of  the  legiflature,  whether 
they  meafured  it  by  immenfity  of 
fpace,  or  infinity  of  duration,  and 
had  nothing  human  about  it  except 
its  prefumption  ! 

From  their  Situation  in  the  Ead 
Mr.  Grattan  proceeded  to  consider 
their  filiation  in  the  Well,  They 


were  to  give  a  monopoly  to  -  the. 
Britifh  plantations  at  their  own 
taxes.  Hitherto  they  only  did  fo 
in  certain  articles,  with  a  power  of 
fele&ion,  and  that  only  as  long  as 
they  pleafed  to  conform  to  the  con¬ 
dition  and  without  any  ftipulation 
to  exclude  foreign  produce.  Now 
they  were  to  covenant  to  do  fo  for 
ever,  and  thus  to  put  the  trade  for 
ever  out  of  their  own  diferetion. 
Mr.  Grattan  diked,  why  did  they 
refufe  prote&ing  duties  to  their 
countrymen  ?  Becaufe  they  looked 
like  a  monopoly.  And  would  they 
give  to  the  Eaft  India  merchant, 
and  to  the  Weil  India  planter* 
fomething  more;  a  monopoly, where 
the  monopolid  was  the  lawgiver  ? 
The  principle  of  equal  duties  and 
equal  reflri&ions  was  not  the  fh.idow 
of  a  fecurity,  becaufe  the  condition 
of  the  two  countries  was  totally  dif- 
limilar.  Suppofe  Great  Britain,  to 
anfwer  the  exigency  of  fome  future 
war,  or  to  fund  her  prefent  debt, 
fhould  raife  her  colony  duties  dill 
higher,  Ireland  mud  follow,  not  be¬ 
caufe  fhe  wanted  the  tax,  but  led  her 
exemption  from  taxes  fliould  give  her 
manufa&ures  any  comparative  ad¬ 
vantage.  Irith  taxes  were  to  be 
precautions  againd  the  profperity 
of  irifh  manufactures.  He  feared, 
that  by  adopring  the  propodtions 
they  would  introduce  fomething 
worfe  than  this;  they  would  make 
Englifli  jealoufy  the  barometer  of 
Iridi  taxes.  The  excludon  of  fo¬ 
reign  plantation  produce  would 
have  feemed  fufficient  for  every 
purpofe  of  power  and  domination  ; 
but  to  aggravate,  and  it  fliould 
feem  to  infult  them,  the  independ¬ 
ent  dates  of  America  were  mod  un- 
gracioufly  brought  into  the  arrange¬ 
ment,  as  if  Ireland  were  a  Britifh 
colony,  or  North  America  conti¬ 
nued  a  pa  A  of  the  Britifh  domi¬ 
nions. 
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But  without  enlarging*  upon  this 
circumftance  Mr.  Grattan  called  the 
attention  of  his  hearers  to  one  ar¬ 
ticle  in  the  fettlement,  which  could 
accompany  no  fettlement,  which 
muft  be  fatal  to  any  treaty,  and 
tear  afunder  the  bands  of  faith  and 
affection.  The  article  he  intended 
was  that  which  opened  stfrelh  the 

_  JL 

fettlement  of  the  free  trade,  and  the 
colony  trade  in  1779.  The  prefent 
fyftern  took  from  them  the  power  of 
feledtion,  fo  that  the  whole  co¬ 
venant  hanged  on  each  feveral 
branch ;  and  took  from  them  their 
option  of  the  produce  of  foreign 
plantations,  and  of  America,  it 
was  a  revifion  in  peace  of  the  fet- 
ilements  of  war ;  it  was  a  revoca¬ 
tion  in  peace  of  the  acqaifition  of 
war.  Mr.  Grattan  conceived  thofe 
arrangements  to  be  facred.  They 
might  make  other  arrangements 
with  the  Britifh  nation,  but  they 
would  never  make  any  fo  beneficial 
as  thefe.  They  were  the  refult  of 

J 

a  conjundlure,  iniraculotiily  formed, 
and  fortunately  feized.  From  the 
conlideration  of  thefe  fettlements 
he  was  naturally  led  to  that  part  of 
the  fubject  which  related  to  com- 
penfation.  Compenfation  certainly 
could  not  apply  to  the  free  trade  of 
1779,  or  the  free  conftitution  of 
1782,  firft  hecaufe  they  were  al¬ 
ready  adj lifted,  and  could  not  be  re¬ 
voked  ;  and  fecondly,  becaufe  they 
were  points  of  unalienable  right. 
Freemen  would  not  pay  for  the  re¬ 
covery  of  their  rights  ;  payment  de¬ 
rogated  from  the  nature  of  the  claim, 
and  fo  it  had  then  been  underftood. 
It  was  then  thought,  that  to  have 
annexed  fubfidy  to  confiitudon 
would  have  marred  an  illuftnous  ex¬ 
periment  on  the  feelings  of  the  na¬ 
tion.  Then  was  exhibited  the  bold¬ 
er  policy,  the  happy  art,  which  faw 
how  much  might  be  got  by  com- 
pullion,  and  how  much  might  be 


left  to  honour;  which  yielded  them 
their  claims  unliipulated  and  un¬ 
conditioned,  and  made  a  bold  p  11  Hi 
for  the  hearts  of  the  nation.  Let 
them  fee  then  what  they  obtained 
without  compenfation.  A  colony- 
trade,  a  free  trade,  the  independ¬ 
ency  of  their  judges,  the  govern¬ 
ment  of  the  army,  the  extinction 
of  the  unconftitutional  powers  of 
the  council,  the  reiteration  of  the 
judicature  of  their  lords,  and  the 
independency  of  their  legifiature. 
Let  them  fee  now  what  they  ob¬ 
tained  by  compenfation  ;  a  cove¬ 
nant  not  to  trade  beyond  the  Cape 
of  Good  Hope  and  the  Straits  of 
Magellan  ;  'a  covenant  not  to  'take 
foreign  plantation  produce,  not  to 
take  American  produce,  but  as 
Great  Britain  fhould  permit ;  a  co¬ 
venant  not  to  take  Britilli  planta¬ 
tion  produce  but  as  Great  Britain 
fhould  preferibe  *  a  covenant  never 
to  protect  their  own  manufactures, 
never  to  guard  the  prim  uni  of  thofe 
manufactures  ;  thefe  things  accom¬ 
panied,  he  acknowledged,  with  a  co¬ 
venant  on  /the  part  of  England  to 
difarm  the  argument  for  protesting 
duties,  to  give  the  Englifh  lan¬ 
guage  in  the  aft  of  navigation  the 
fame  conllrudtion  in  both  countries, 
and  to  leave  the  linen  market  with¬ 
out  moleflation.  One  would  think 
fome  God  pre tided  over  the  liber¬ 
ties  of  that  country,  who  made  it 
frugality  in  the  Irifli  nation  to  con¬ 
tinue  free,  and  annexed  the  penal¬ 
ties  of  fine  as  well  as  infamy  to  the 
l'urrender  of  the  confiitution  ! 

From  the  conlideration  of  com¬ 
merce  Mr.  Grattan  proceeded  to  a 
queftion  much  more  high  and  inef- 
timable,  before  which  the  ideas  of 
protecting  duties,  of  reciprocal  du¬ 
ties,  of  countervailing  duties,  va» 
nillied  into  nothing,  and  by  he  tend¬ 
encies  of  which  the  prudence  of  eve¬ 
ry  head  and  the  energies  of  every 
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lieart  were  called  forth  to  fhield  the 
new  acquired  rights  of  a  nation,  fo 
long  deprefled,  fo  recently  by  the 
conjunctures  of  foreign  affairs  and 
by  domeftic  virtue  emancipated. 
If  three  years  after  the  recovery  of 
their  freedom  they  could  be  brought 
to  bend,  their  children,  corrupted 
by  their  example,  wouid  furrender  ; 
but  if  they  ftood  firm  and  inexor¬ 
able,  they  would  make  a  feafonable 
impreflion  on  the  people  of  Eng¬ 
land  ;  they  would  give  a  wholefome 
example  to  their  children ;  and,  as 
the  old  Englifh  did  in  the  cafe  of 
their  charter,  they  would  render 
the  prefent  attempt  on  Irifh  liberty 
its  bed  and  perpetual  confirmation. 
Mr.  Grattan  acknowledged  that  by 
their  external  power  they  might 
difeompofe  the  harmony  of  empire  ; 
and  he  added,  that  by  their  power 
over  the  purfe  they  might  diifolve 
the  date.  But  this  was  to  reft  the 
connexion  upon  a  new  and  a  falfe 
principle.  If  any  body  of  men 
could  ftill  think  that  the  Irifh  con- 
lUtution  was  incompatible  with  the 
Britifh  empire,  a  doCtrine  which  he 
abjured  as  ledition  againft  both,  he 
would  anfwer,  Perifh  the  empire, 
Live  the  conflitution  !  He  fpoke, 
however,  as  if  a  transfer  of  legifla- 
tive  authority  could  poffibly  be 
made  ;  but  in  faCt  it  was  impoffible. 
Man  was  not  omnipotent  over  him- 
felf,  neither  were  parliaments  omni¬ 
potent  to  accomplifh  their  own 
deftruCtion,  and  propagate  death  to 
their  fucceflbrs.  There  was  in  thefe 
cafes  a  fuperior  relationfhip  to  their 
refpeCtive  creators,  God  and  the 
community,  which  in  the  inflance 
of  the  individual  arreiled  the  hand 
of  fuicide,  and  in  that  of  the  poli¬ 
tical  body  flopped  the  a  Cl  of  fur- 
bender,  and  made  man  the  means 
of  propagation,  and  parliament  the 
organ  to  continue  liberty,  not  the 
engine  to  dcltroy  it.  They,  the 


limited  trufiees  of  delegated  power, 
born  for  a  particular  purpofe,  con¬ 
fined  to  a  particular  time,  and  bear¬ 
ing  an  inviolable  relationfhip  to  the 
people  who  fent  them  to  parliament, 
could  not  break  that  relationfhip, 
counteract  that  purpofe,  and  fur- 
render,  diminifh  or  derogate  from 
thofe  privileges  they  lived  but  to 
preferve.  Mr.  Grattan  congratu¬ 
lated  that  houfe,  that  it  was  one  of 
the  blefiings  of  the  Britifh  confti« 
tution,  that  it  could  not  die  of  a 
rapid  mortality,  or  perifh  like  the 
men  that  fliould  proteCI  her.  Any 
aCl,  that  would  deilroy  the  liberty 
of  the  people,  was  dead-born  from 
the  womb.  They  might  put  down 
the  public  caufe  for  a  feafon,  but 
another  year  would  fee  old  confuta¬ 
tion  advance  the  honours  of  his 
h<  ad,  and  the  good  infiitution  of 
parliament,  fhakingoff  theprifon  of 
the  tomb,  to  reafeend  in  all  its  pomp 
and  pride  and  plenitude  of  privilege! 

Mr.  Grattan  had  hated  thefe  pro¬ 
portions,  as  a  mere  transfer  of  exter¬ 
nal  legiflative  authority  to  the  pai> 
liament  of  Great  Britain ;  but  he  had 
underrated  their  mifehief,  fincethey 
included  in  reality  a  power  of  unli¬ 
mited  taxation.  If  a  number  fhould 
turn  himfelf  to  a  general  excife,  if 
he  fhould  wifh  to  relieve  from  the 
weight  of  further  additional  duties, 
the  hereditary  revenue  already  ali¬ 
enated,  if  he  fhould  defire  to  gra¬ 
tify  the  alarms  of  the  Englifh  ma¬ 
nufacturers,  who  complained  of  the 
exemption  of  Ireland  from  excifes, 
particularly  on  fuch  articles  as  foap, 
candles  and  leather;  he  might  tax 
her  by  threats,  fuggelling  that  if 
file  refufed  to  raife  an  excife  on 
herfelf,  England  would  raife  colo¬ 
ny  duties  on  both.  See  what  a 
mighty  infirument  of  coercion 
might  be  made  of  this  bill  and  thefe 
refolutions  !  Stir,  and  Great  Britain 
could  crufh  them.  Stir,  and  the 
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m miller  could  crufh  them  in  the 
name  of  Great  Britain.  He  could 
crulli  their  imports,  he  could  crufh 
their  exports  ;  he  could  do  this  in 
a  manner  peculiarly  mortifying,  by 
the  immediate  intervention  of  their 
own  parliament,  which  would  then 
be  an  active  cypher,  a  counterfeited 
feal  in  the  hands  of  Great  Britain, 
to  forge  and  falfiry  the  name  and 
authority  of  the  people  of  Ireland. 
Nor  would  they  become  more  de¬ 
pendent  upon  the  parliament  of 
Great  Britain,  than  they  wouldupon 
the  crown.  The  propositions  grant¬ 
ed  a  perpetual  money  bill,  a  money 
bill  to  continue  as  long  Great 
Britain  fhoulclplcafe,  with  a  cove¬ 
nant  to  YnCreafe  it  as  often  as  fhe 
Ihould  require.  If  after  this  the 
merchant  fliould  petition  them  to 
lower  their  duties  on  the  articles  of 
trade,  their  anfwer  was  our  trade 
is  in  covenant.  If  their  conftitu- 
ents  ihould  inftrudl  them  to  pafs  a 
fhort  money  bill,  their  anfwer  wras 
the  purfe  of  the  nation  like  her 
trade  is  in  covenant.  No  more  fix 
months  money  bills  ;  no  more  in- 
ilrudfions  from  their  conftituents  ! 
That  connection  was  broken  by  the 
prefent  bill  :  Pafs  it,  and  they  had 
no  conftituent ;  they  were  not  the 
reprefentatives  of  the  people  of  Ire¬ 
land,  but  the  regiffer  of  the  Britifk 
parliament,  and  the  equalizer  of 
Britifli  duties. 

But  if  the  mifehief  of  the  pro¬ 
positions  was  thus  notorious,  their 
faftety  was  not  lefs  problematical. 
Had  gentlemen  confidered  the  fub- 
je£t?  Had  they  traced  the  map  of 
the  countries  the  right  of  trading 
with  which  they  were  to  furrender 
forever  ?  Had  they  traced  the  map 
of  Alia,  Africa  and  America  ?  Did 
they  know  the  French,  Dutch, 
Portugueze  and  Spanifh  fettlements 
in  thofe  parts  of  the  world  ?  Did 
they  know  the  neutral  powers  by 
which  they  were  inhabited,  their 


H  I  S  T  O  R  Y9 

-i , 

produce,*  aptitudes  and  difpoftrions? 
Had  they  confidered  the  itatc  of 
North  America,  its  prefent  fitu- 
ation,  its  future  growth,  and  every 
incident  in  the  endlefs  fucceffion  of 
time,  that  might  attend  that  nurfe 
of  commerce  and  afylum  of  man¬ 
kind  ?  Were  they  now  competent 
to  declare  on  the  part  of  themfelves 
and  ail  their  profperity,  that  a  free 
trade  to  thofe  regions  wouLl  never 
in  the  efflux  of  time  be  of  any  fer- 
vice  to  the  kingdom  of  Ireland  ? 
If  they  pofiefTed  information  upon 
this  fubjedt,  it  muff  be  by  a  com¬ 
munication  with  God,  for  thev  had 
none  with  man  ;  it  mu  ft  be  infpira- 
tion,  for  it  could  not  be  knowledge. 
The  great  points  for  the  nation 
had  already  been  carried,  and  the 
adjuftment  was  not  indifpenfible. 
They  had  a  growing  profperity  and 
as  yet  an  exemption  from  intoler¬ 
able  taxes.  They  could  from  time 
to  time  regulate  their  commerce, 
cherifh  their  manufactures,  keep 
down  their  taxes,  and  brood  over 
the  growing  profperity  of  young 
Ireland.  In  the  mean  time  let  them 
guard  their  free  trade  and  their  free 
conftitution  as  their  only  real  re- 
fources.  They  were  the  ftruggles 
of  great  virtue,  the  refult  of  much 
perfeverance,  and  the  fource  to 
that  houfe  of  immortal  honour. 
Let  them  make  their  third  great 
effort.  Let  them  preferve  them, 
and  with  them  preferve  the  dignity 
of  parliament,  the  majefty  of  the 
people,  and  the  powers  of  the 
ifland.  Let  them  keep  them  tin* 
fullied,  uncovenanted,  uncircurn- 
feribed,  and  unftipendiary*  So  fliould 
the  profperity  of  their  country, 
though  without  a  tongue  to  thank 
them,  yet,  laden  with  the  bleftings 
of  conftitution  and  commerce,  bear 
atteftation  to  their  fervices,  and 
wait  on  their  progrefs  with  volun¬ 
tary  praife.  A 
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fo  ftrongly  charged  upon  the  oppo- 
fition  in  the  Englifli  parliament, 
were  replied  to  by  Mr.  Forbes,  Mr. 
Grattan,  Mr.  Arthur  Browne  and 
Mr.  Francis  Hardy.  Mr.  Forbes 
particularly  inftanced  in  the  hif- 
tory  of  the  fourth  propofition. 
That  propofition,  he  faid,  origi¬ 
nated  with  Mr.  Pitt,  and  not  in  the 
fuggeftion  or  urgency  of  the  Eng- 
Fiih  oppoiition  ;  and  had  been  firft 
introduced  without  any  kind  of 
mitigation  or  foftening.  The  palli¬ 
ating  words  “  by  laws  to  be  puffed 
by  the  Irilli  parliament,”  were  in- 
Jerted  at  the  fuggeftion  of  oppo- 
fition,  who  had  further  moved  an 
amendment  to  expunge  the  excep¬ 
tionable  parts  of  the  propofition, 
which  had  been  refilled  with  fuc- 
cefs  by  the  Englifli  adminift ration. 
This  circumftance  fully  proved  the 
falfhood  of  the  affertion,  that  they 
had  in  this  tranfaftion  facrihced 
every  thing  to  party.  If  that  had 
been  their  only  object,  they  would 
not  have  moved  this  amendment, 
or  endeavoured  to  render  the  fyf- 
tem  more  palatable  to  Ireland  ; 
they  would  have  fullered  the  refo- 
lution  to  be  fent  over  in  its  native 
deformity,  and  thus  have  infured 
the  rejeftion  of  the  fyftem  and  the 
defeat  of  the  minifter.  But  with 
this  minifter  at  the  head  of  a  cabi¬ 
net,  of  which  one  member  was  the 
author  of  the  perpetual  mutiny  bill, 
and  another,  a  nobleman  (the  duke 
of  Richmond)  who  encouraged 
conventions  and  congrelfes,  and  ex¬ 
horted  the  volunteers  not  to  lay 
down  their  arms  till  a  reform  had 
been  obtained,  and  yet  had  thought 
proper  to  acquiefce  under  all  the 
mini  Aerial  perfecutions  of  the  laft 
winter,  they  were  told  that  the  ex- 
■i  fling'  members  of  that  cabinet 
were  the  only  friends  of  Ireland. 
Mr.  Forbes  farther  made  an  advan¬ 
tageous  contraft  between  the  pre- 


fent  lord  lieutenant  and  the  duke  of 
Portland.  In  the  addrels  of  1782, 
no  minifterial  influence  was  ufed  by 
the  latter  to  carry  any  favourite 
fyftem.  Fie  left  the  parliament 
and  the  people  to  declare  their 
wifhes  without  referve.  Pie  faid,  if 
he  did  not  approve  of  them,  he 
would  refign  ;  but  having  approv¬ 
ed  them,  he  tranfmitted  them  to 
England,  declaring  at  the  fame 
time,  that  he  would  not  hold  the 
government  of  that  country,  unlefs 
they  were  complied  with  in  every 
inftance. 

Befides  the  fpeakers  whofe  argu¬ 
ments  we  have  ab  ft  rafted,  a  great 
number  of  other  perfons  delivered 
their  fentiments  on  this  memorable 
occafton.  Mr.  Gardiner,  Mr.  Ogle 
and  fir  Lucius  O’Brien  diftinguiflied 
themfelves  in  favour  of  the  propo- 
litions.  On  the  other  fide  the  prill- 
cipal  fpeakers  were  Mr.  Flood, 
Mr.  Rowley,  Mr.  O’Neil,  fir 
Edward  Newenham,  Mr.  Hart¬ 
ley,  Mr.  Ogilvie,  fir  Henry  Hartf- 
tonge,  Mr.  Corry,  Mr.Brownlow, 
and  major  Doyle.  The  houfe  di¬ 
vided  at  nine  o’clock  in  the  morn¬ 
ing;  for  bringing  in  the  bill  127, 
againft  it  108  ;  and  a  fecond  divi- 
fion  taking  place  on  a  queftion  of 
adjournment,  the  majority  in  fa¬ 
vour  of  adminiftration  who  defired 
the  adjournment  was  no  more  than 
fixteen. 

On  the  Monday  following,  Mr. 
Orde  made  two  feveral  motions  to 
the  houfe,  one  for  the  firft:  reading 
of'  the  propofed  bill,  and  another 
that  the  bill  be  ordered  to  be  print¬ 
ed.  At  the  fame  time  he  obferved> 
that,  having  done  this,  he  did  not 
intend  to  make  any  further  progrefs 
in  the  bufinefs  during  the  prefent 
feflion.  He  fliould  wait  till  the 
people  had  leilure  to  examine  and 
underhand  it  ;  and  from  what  had 
puffed  in  the  houfe  in  the  preceding 

debate. 


FOREIGN 


HISTORY. 


3? 


debate,  he  was  induced  to  fuppofe 
that  a  confiderable  time  would  be 
neceflkry  for  that  purpofe.  At  the 
fame  time  he  entertained  no  doubt, 
that  the  more  it  was  underftood,  the' 
more  it  would  be  found  to  be  lor 
the  benefit  and  advantage  of  the 
country,  and  the  lels  reafon  would 
be  difcovered  to  impute  any  thing' 
to  it  hoftile  to  the  conftitution.  For 
himfelf  he  had  completed  his  duty 
refpeCting'  it ;  its  further  progrefs 
mult  be  by  a  motion  from  the  pub¬ 
lic,  who  at  the  commencement  of 
the  enfuing  feffion  might  take  fuch 
further  fteps  refpecting*  it  as  they 
thought  proper.  Mr.  Orde  how¬ 
ever  afterwards  explained,  and  de¬ 
clared  that  he  did  not  intend  to  re- 
i train  himfelf  from  reviving  the 
attention  of  the  houfe  to  this  mea- 
ftire  on  a  future  occaiion.  Having 
carried  his  propofed  motions,  he 
moved  farther  that  the  houfe  ad- 
journ  to  that  day  three  weeks. 

The  objeCt  of  this  laft  propofal 
was  to  preclude  a  queflion  being 
put  upon  the  refolution,  which  Mr. 
Flood  had  withdrawn  at  the  requeft 
of  Mr.  Orde  on  the  day  preceding 
the  principal  debate,  and  which  he 
was  now  again  delirous  to  offer  to 
the  deeiiion  of  the  houfe.  This 
refolution  was  fupported  by  Mr. 
Grattan,  Mr.  Conolly,  and  fir 
Henry  Cavendifli.  It  was  oppofed, 
under  the  idea  of  its  conveying  an 
infult  upon  the  parliament  of  Great 
Britain,  by  Mr.  Rowley,  many  of 
the  country  gentlemen,  and  the 
friends  of  adminiftration  in  gene- 
ral.  In  the  courfe  of  the  debate 
Mr.  Molyneux  took  occaiion  to 
defend  his  vote  of  the  preceding 
day,  which  had  been  in  favour  of 
the  fyfietn.  He  declared,  that  he 
felt  for  the  conftitution  of  his 
country  as  much  as  any  man  ;  and 
that  no  con  fide  ration  on  canh 
fliould  have  induced  him  to  give 


his  vote  upon  a  quefiion  of  the 
magnitude  and  importance  of  that 
which  had  been  under  difeufilon, 
without  the  molt  rooted  conviction 
of  the  reftitude  or  the  decifion  he 
was  about  to  make.  Mr.  Fitz- 
gibbon,  in  the  courfe  of  his  fpeech 
upon  this  fubjeft,  drew  upon  him¬ 
felf  the  indignation  of  the  oppo^- 
fition  fide  of  the  houfe,  by  a  com¬ 
panion  by  which  he  attempted  to 
Ill  uffrate  the  relative  fit  nation  of 
the  two  countries.  Ireland  he  faid 
was  a  whelp,  eafily  to  be  roufed, 
and  then  eafily  to  be  appeafed ; 
but  it  was  not  fo  with  Great  Bri¬ 
tain.  If  they  roufed  the  Britifli 
lion  they  might  find  it  a  difficult 
matter  to  lull  him  again  to  reft. 
Ireland  therefore,  he  faid,  was  a 
befotted  nation  if  file  fought  to 
quarrel  with  England. 

On  this  day  Mr.  Curran,  a 
young  member  from  the  Irifih  bar, 
who  had  been  brought  in  at  the  lalt 
general  election,  and  who  had  never 
before  fpoken  but  upon  inferior 
queOions,  delivered  himfelf  in  a 
manner  full  of  imagination  and 
eloquence.  He  vindicated  the  re - 
folu.tion.  Fie  faid  the  exiftence  of 
Britifli  liberty  wa|  due,  to  the  un¬ 
remitting  vigilance  with  which  it 
had  been ’guarded  from  encroach¬ 
ment.  Every  invation  with  which  it 
was  threatened,  by  the  folly  of  minif- 
ters  or  the  ufurpation  of  kings,  had 
been  con  Handy  checked  by  a  con- 
ilitutional  aflertion  of  liberty.  Such 
was  Magna  Charta,  fuch  were  >va- 
rious  ftatutes  that  had  been  made 
under  the  houfe  of  LanCafter,  fuch 
the  Petition  of  Rights,  the  Bill  of 
Rights,  the  Aft  ol  Settlement,  and 
the  recent  repeal  of  the  filth  of 
George  the  Firft.  No  man  could, 
think  that  Britifli  liberty  derived 
any  authority  from  thole  fiatutes, 
or  that  aC'ts  of  parliament  could 
create  confiitutional  rights.  They 
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we  re  not  free  beca  ufe  Magna  Oharta 
bad  been  enabled,  but  Magna  Charta 
had  been  enabled  becaufe  they  were 

free. 

Mr.  Curran  paid  fome  comple¬ 
ments  to  Mr.  Fox,  who,  though 
an  Englishman  on  fubjebfs  of  com¬ 
merce,  he  believed  was  a  member  of 
the  Britilh  empire  on  points  of 
cohftitution.  It  was  to  this  prin¬ 
ciple  he  attributed  bis  indignation 
when  the  rights  of  juries  were 
invaded,  as  well  as  the  opposition 
which  he  gave  to  a  bill,  that  muft 
have  endangered  the  conftitution  in 
England  by  endangering  it  in  Ire¬ 
land.  Thefe  fympathies  were  im¬ 
planted  in  the  heart  of  man  lor  the 
prefervation  of  liberty.  It  was  the 
general  and  vigorous  influx  of 
them  that  had  atchieved  every  thing 
glorious  in  the  theatre  of  the 
world.  It  was  this  that  adorned 
the  defeat  at  Thermopylae,  and  the 
triumph  of  Marathon.  It  was  this 
in  America  that  combated  with 
fleets  and  armies,  and  waded  to 
freedom  through  daughter  and  de¬ 
flation.  It  was  this  that  wafted 
the  fhouts  of  an  emancipated  em¬ 
pire  acrofs  the  waftes  of  the  At¬ 
lantic,  and  roufed  Ireland  from  her 
lethargy;  that  fent  her  armies  into 
the  field,  and  crowned  their  illuf- 
trious  leader  with  fame  and  victory. 
Thank  heaven,  not  a  victory  flam¬ 
ed  with  blood,  not  a  victory  bathed 
in  the  tears  of  a  mother,  a  lifter, 
or  a  wife,  not  a  vi&ory  hanging- 
over  the  grave  of  a  Warren  or 
a  Montgomery,  and  uncertain  whe¬ 
ther  moil  to  triumph  in  what  fhe 
had  gained,  or  to  mourn  over  what 
fhe  had  loll ! 

Mr.  Curran  recommended  the 
refolution  to  the  late  majority,  as 
the  only  mode  left  for  their  vindi¬ 
cation,  the  only  ftep  by  which  they 
could  prove  that  they  would  never 
hive  aflented  to  the  fourth  propo- 


fition.  The  opportunity  could  no* 
ver  arrive  again  ;  the  bill  was  at 
an  end.  The  liege  that  was  drawn, 
round  the  condition  was  railed,,  and 
the  enemy  was  gone.  Juvat  ire 
ct  Dorica  cafira  ;  and  they  might 
now  go  abroad  without  fear,  and 
trace  the  dangers  they  had  efcaped. 
Here  was  drawn  the  line  of  circum- 
vallation  that  cut  them  off  for  ever 
from  the  eaftern  world ;  and  there 
the  correfponding  one  that  inclofed 
them  from  the  weft.  He  proceeded 
to  pay  feveral  compliments  to  the 
individuals  that  had  diftinguiftied 
themfelves  on  the  popular  fide  on 
this  occafion.  But  he  felt  that  he 
was  leaving  the  queftion,  and  the 
bounds  of  moderation.  There  was 
an  ebullition  in  great  ex  cedes  of 
joy,  that  almoft  bordered  upon  in- 
faulty.  He  befought  the  other  fide 
of  the  houfe  not  to  throw  a  cloud 
on  the  general  feftivity  by  a  fallen 
refufal  to  join  with  them  in  the 
prefent  refolution.  Their  adhe¬ 
rence  to  the  minifter  was  ufelefs 
now,  and  would  expofe  them  to  the 
humiliating  imputation  of  an  at¬ 
tachment  to  men,  rather  than  a 
dif crimination  of  meafures.  The 
meafure  was  gone  down,  the  man 
only  was  floating.  Perhaps  they 
thought  it  decent  to  pay  him  a  fu¬ 
neral  compliment  at  his  departure  ; 
he  warned  them  however  how  they 
prefled  too  eagerly  forward,  ftnee  an 
inordinate  delire  upon  the  prefent 
occafion  of  the  fcarf  or  the  cyprefs, 
might  poffibly  make  them  rather 
late  at  the  coronation. 

Mr.  Flood  at  length  confented  to 
give  up  his  refolution,  maintaining 
at  the  fame  time  that  it  had  been 
decent,  moderate  and  proper.  He 
fhould  have  conceived  that  perfons 
on  the  other  fide,  who  after  what 
had  palled  were  reduced  perhaps  to 
hide  their  heads,  would  have  thought 
themfelves  obliged  to  him  for  afford¬ 
ing 
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inrr  them  the  means  of  vindicating 
their  conduct  to  their  country.  It 
however  they  were  fo  content  with 
the  perfect  knowledge  of  their  own 
integrity,  that  they  thought  no 
vindication  necefiary,  in  God’s  name 
let  them  go  home  with  all  their 
blooming  honours  upon  them.  He 
■would  not  difturb  their  fatisrachon 
by  impaling  the  refolution  ;  in 
offering:  it  to  the  conlideration  of 

O  m 

the  houfe  he  had  done  his  duty. 
He  had  no  ill-will  to  the  gentle¬ 
man  who  had  brought  in  the  bill, 
or  to  the  amiable  nobleman  who 
was  their  chief  governor.  Had  he 
been  his  enemy,  added  Mr.  Flood, 
pointing  to  the  duchefs  of  Rutland 
who  fat  in  the  gallery,  the  charm 
that  hung  round  his  neck:  dike  an 
amulet,  would  have  commanded  his 
love  and  made  his  welfare  dear  to 
him.  The  queftion  of  adjourn¬ 
ment  was  carried  without  a  divi- 
iion. 

The  day  following  was  diftin- 
emiflied  by  a  general  illumination 
-through  the  city  of  Dublin,  in  con- 
lequence  of  the  public  exultation 
in  the  defeat  of  the  proportions. 
On  the  fame  day  a  duel  was  fought 
between  Mr.  Fitzgibbon  and  Mr. 
Curran,  occafioned  by  a  parlia¬ 
mentary  altercation,  in  which  the 
Former  conlidered  the  exprellions 
of  his  antagonift  as  being  too  lar- 
caftic  and  perfonal  to  himfelf.  The 
duel  was  attended  with  no  confe- 
quences. 

Exclufively  of  the  debates  in  the 
Irifli  houfe  of  commons,  a  defence 
of  the  commercial  fy  ft  e  in  was  un¬ 
dertaken  by  Mr.  Hutchinfon,  fe- 
cretary  of  date  for  that  kingdom, 
in  a  letter  to  his  conftituents  of  the 
city  of  Cork.  As  this  was  certain¬ 
ly  the  ableft  defence  that  was  mace 
of  this  great  minifterial  meafure, 
and  as  it  tends  to  illuftrate  the 
spirit'  and  the  ability  of  the  Irifli 
178 
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part  of  the  adminiffration,  it  might 
perhaps  be  a  degree  of  injuftice,  not 
to  record  in  this  place  fome  of  its 
principal  arguments.  Mr.  Hutch- 
infon  had  thought  proper  to  decline 
any  debate  upon  the  commercial 
part  of  the  bill,  till  the  merchants 
and  manufacturers  of  Ireland  fliould 
have  had  an  opportunity  of  bring¬ 
ing  forward  their  evidence  and  ob- 
fervations.  When  however  he  Gw 
in  fome-  of  the  public  prints  the 
grofFeft  mifreprefentations  of  the 
meafure,  and  ftatements  of  feveral 
particulars  as  contained  in  the  bill, 
which  were  contrary  to  the  whole 
tenor  of  it,  he  conlidered  thofe 
attempts,  as  tending  direftly  to  alie¬ 
nate  the  affections  of  Ireland  from 
Great  Britain,  and  to  didurb  that 
mutual  concord,  fo  effential  to  the 
happinefs,  ffrength  and  fecurity  of 
thefe  lifter  kingdoms.  If  thefe  ex¬ 
ecrable  attempts  had  tended  only 
to  mifreprefent  and  calumniate  indi¬ 
viduals,  he'  Ihould  h.sve  fuffered 
them  to  pafs  with  filent  contempt ; 
knowing,  that  thefe  ffafts  had  but 
moment  iry  effects^  and  that  every 
man’s  character  would:  ultimately 
find  its  own  level,  and  be  appre¬ 
ciated  by  his  fellow  citizens  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  tenor  of  his  con  Juft. 

The  objections  to  the  bill  were 
partly  of  a  conditutional,  and  partly 
of  it  commercial  nature.  On  the 
firft  the  introduction  had  been  prin¬ 
cipally  oppofed,  and  the  great 
grounds  of  argument  for  eftablifh- 
ing  it,  were  taken  from  thofe  parts 
of  the  bill  which  related  to  the 
trade  with  the  Britifh  colonies  and 
fettlements ;  to  certain  enumerated 
articles  from  the  United  States  of 
America  ;  the  grant  of  the  furplus 
of  the  hereditary  revenue  ;  and  the 
trade  to  the  Fair  Indies. 

'The  principle  of  the  fourth 
propolition  was  defended  bv  Mr. 
Hutchinfon,  from  a  retrofpeft  of 
C  what 
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what  Ireland  had  already  done  in 
the  fame  kind.  In  December  1779 
that  houfe  had  requeued  from  Great 
Britain  “  a  liberty  to  trade  with 
her  colonies,  in  like  manner  as  trade 
was  carried  on  between  the  mother 
country  and  the  faid  colonies.” 
This  demand  having  been  granted, 
a  claufe  was  inferted  in  the  pre¬ 
amble  of  all  the  Irifh  ads  of  par¬ 
liament  from  the  year  1780  to  that 
time,  including  the  prefent  feffion, 
admitting  and  averring  that  u  the 
trade  between  that  kingdom  and 
the  Biitifh  colonies  could  be  en¬ 
joyed  and  •  have  continuance,  fo 
long  and  in  fuch  cafe  only,  as  the 
goods  of  thole  colon!  s  fhould  be 
liable  to  equal  duties  and  draw¬ 
backs,  and  be  fubjed  to  the  fame 
fecurities,  regulations  and  redric- 
tions,  as  they  were  li-.ble  to  upon 
being  imported  into  Great  Britain.” 
One  of  thefe  datutes,  palfed  in  the 
year  1782,  after  the  reditution  of 
their  constitutional  rights,  edablifh- 
cd  the  principle  in  quell  ion  in  a 
much  greater  extent  than  the  pre¬ 
fent  bill.  This  flatute,  Mr.  Hurch- 
infon  observed,  had  beer,  prepared 
by  fome  of  the  fore  moil  aflertors  of 
the  liberties  ol  Ireland,  the  late 
chief  baron  Burgh,  the  prefent 
chief  baron  Yelverton,  the  prefent 
attorney  general,  and  Mr.  Grattan. 

■  A  1  aw,  formed  at  fuch  an  important 
aera,  by  men  of  fuch  high  charac¬ 
ters,  was  well  entitled  to  their  moll 
ferious  attention.  By  this  llatutc 
“  all  fuch  claufes  and  provisions  in 
the  laws  of  Great  Britain  concern¬ 
ing  commerce,  as  conferred  equal 
restraints  and  benefits,  on  the  fub- 
jeds  of  both  kingdoms,  were 
accepted  in  Ireland  ;  provided  al¬ 
ways  that  all  fuch  laws  fhould  bind 
the  fubjeds  of  Ireland  fo  long  as 
they  continued  to  bind  the  fubjeds 
of  Great  Britain. ”  Thus  they  gave 
to  the  Britifh  legiflature,  the  power 


of  repealing  laws  of  Ireland,  At 
the  fame  time  they  adopted  at  once 
the  ads  of  Great  Britain  for  near 
three  centuries  ;  while  the  bill, 
which  was  now  the  fubjed  of  fo 
violent  invedive,  was  calculated  to 
make  every  law,  pr©p®fed  for  their 
adoption,  a  fubjed  of  didind  con¬ 
sideration  in  their  own  parliament, 
either  during  its  progrefs,  or  foon 
after  it  had  been  palfed  in  Great 
Britain. 

The  enumerated  articles  of  Ame¬ 
rican  produce  were  obferved  by 
Mr.  Hutchinfon,  to  be  fuch  only  as 
were  of  a  Similar  nature  with  Bri¬ 
tish  col  nial  produce,  and  which 
therefore,  unlefs  fubjeded  to  the 
propofed  duties,  might  under  the 
prefent  fyflem  be  imported  into 
Great  Britain  as  the  produce  of  her 
colonies,  with  little  probability  of 
detedion,  and  thus  fubvert  her 
whole  colony  l'yflem.  That  nothing 
was  farther  from  the  intention  of 
the  Britifh:  parliament,  than  to  in¬ 
trench  upon  the  independence  of 
the  Irifh  legifiature,  was  evident 
from  this  ;  that  motions  made  on 
this  occafion  in  both  houfes  of  that 
parliament,  to  regulate  their  trade 
with  the  dates  of  America  in  fome 
articles  not  conneded  with  the  co¬ 
lony  fyfiem,  were  rejeded  on  this 
avowed  principle,  that  Great  Britain 
had  no  power  to  regulate  any  part 
of  their  foreign  commerce.  The 
third  constitutional  objedion,  rela¬ 
tive  to  the  furplus  of  the  hereditary 
revenue,  Mr.  Hutchinfon  faid  was 
founded  in  mifapprehenfion.  It  was 
no  part  of  the  bill  that  this  grant 
fhould  be  fupported  with  a  perpe¬ 
tual  revenue  bill.  It  would  have 
been  fupported  with  good  faith  ; 
but,  like  the  red  of  their  revenue, 
by  annual  bills,  in  aid  of  the  arts 
of  cudoms  and  excife,,  which  were 
now  perpetual.  The  objedion  re- 
fpeding  the  trade  of  the  Ead  Indies, 
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Whs  not  ill  reality  a  conflitutional 
queftion.  In  the  provilions  on  this 
fubjedt  they  bartered  commerce  for 
commerce,  and  not  commerce  for 
eonflitution. 

Mr.  Hutchinfon  could  not  dis¬ 
cover  in  any  of  thefe  in  dances  the 
fmalleft  panicle  of  legiflative  power* 
gained  by  Great  Britain,  or  loft  by 
Ireland.  The  former  had  always 
made  laws  to  regulate  the  trade 
with  her  colonies  and  fettlements  in 
Africa  and  America,  and  they  had 
been  followed  by  the  latter  :  by 

J  *  'V 

this  agreement  the  fame  mode  of 
proceeding  was  to  continue.  When 
a  bill  fhould  be  brought  into  either 
lioufe  of  the  Irifli  parliament  rela¬ 
tive  to  this  fubjedt,  would  they  not 
have  the  fame  power  over  that  as 
every  other  bill  ?  Could  they  not 
amend  any  part  or  reject  the  whole? 
Could  they  not  fay,  the  reftraints 
and  benefits  are  not  equal,  ort  hough 
they  are  equal,  they  are  not  wife, 
and  they  (hall  not  be  the  law  of 
Ireland  ?  But  then  they  rifked  the 
agreement.  So  would  the  Britifh 
legiflature  if  file  made  any  law  re¬ 
flecting  her  colonies  which  Ireland 
Ihould  think  unjuft.  But  the  de¬ 
termination  of  the  agreement  would 
not  neceflarily  follow  their  varying 
or  rejecting  any  bill ;  for  the  difl'a- 
tisfadtion  of  the  Britifh  legiflature 
tnuft  be  firft  declared.  If  the  con¬ 
duct  of  Ireland  fprung  from  a  fuffi- 
cient  reafon,  it  was  not  improbable, 
that  no  l'uch  diflatisfadtion  would 
be  declared  ;  but  that  wife  and  mo¬ 
derate  men  might  fuggeft  fome  ex¬ 
pedient,  or  recommend  fome  middle 
courfe,  that  would  be  agreeable  to 
both  countries. 

For  thefe  reafons  Mr.  Hutch¬ 
infon  had  thought,  and  continued  to 
think,  that  there  was  no  good  reafon 
on  conflitutional  grounds  to  vote 
again  ft  the  introduction  of  the  bill. 
Confidering  the  fubjedt  as  merely 
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commercial,  he  thought  that  there 
were  ftrong  reafons  to  induce  him 
to  vote  for  liberty  to  bring  it  in. 
In  the  proceedings  upon  fo  impor¬ 
tant  a  fubjedt,  difficulties  and  differ¬ 
ences  of  opinions  muft  neceftarily 
have  arifen  among  men  of  the  be  ft 
intentions.  The  propoiitions  of 
that  houfe  had  been  altered  by  the 
Britifli  houfe  of  commons,  and 
their  refolutions  had  again  been 
amended  by  the  lords  of  Great 
Britain.  In  the  progrefs  on  the 
Irifh  bill  the  fulleft  difcitffion  had 
been  intended.  Every  objection 
would  have  been  heard,  every  well 
founded  objedtion  muft  doubtlefs 
have  been  allowed,  and  every  pro¬ 
pel  alteration  made.  Nothing  final 
during  that  fdiion  had  been  ever  in 
contemplation. 

The  bill  offered  to  Ireland  many 
commercial  advantages  of  the  molt 
important  nature.  It  fecured  for 
ever  the  linen  trade  of  that  king¬ 
dom.  The  agreement  effectually 
to  favour  their  manufadtures  would 
have  been  of  great  value.  The 
encouragement  which  it  gave  to 
their  fail  cloth  manufacture  would 
have  occafioned  an  annual  profit 
to  a  very  great  amount.  The  per¬ 
petual  fupply  of  rock  fait  would 
have  been  ufeful  to  their  victualling 
trade  and  the  fifheries  ;  of  bark 
to  their  manufacture  of  leather,  and 
of  coals  to  all  their  manufactures. 
Mr.  Hutchinfon  alfo  thought  the 
circuitous  colony  trade  would  have 
been  highly  beneficial  to  that  king¬ 
dom. 

The  opening  of  the  Britifh  mar¬ 
ket  to  their  manufactures  would 
have  been  in  one  refpedt  of  the 
utmoft  importance  ;  to  wit,  by  the 
re-exportation  of  Irifli  manufadtures 
from  Great  Britain,  with  a  draw¬ 
back  of  all  duties.  It  became  them 
therefore  to  reflect  upon  the  ad¬ 
vantages  of  having  their  manufac- 
C  2  tures 
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tures  exported  to  all  parts  of  the 
world  by  the  capitals  and  credit  of 
Great  Britain.  Mr.  Hutchinfon 
however  did  not  think,  that  the  Bri- 
tifh  markets  would  have  produced 
confec] uences  fo  extenlive  in  favour 
of  Ireland,  as  the  jealoufy  of  fome 
of  her  manufacturers  had  predict¬ 
ed  .  Ultimately  fo'me thing  of  this 
kind  might  have  happened  ;  and 
in  that  cafe  it  opened  to  them  the 
beft,  the  neared;  and  the  mod  cer¬ 
tain  market  in  the  world,  and 
promoted  the  mod  beneficial  of  all 
trades,  becaufe  the  whole  profits 
would  belong  to  the  fubjeCts  of 
the  fame  empire,  and  becaufe  a 
capital  employed  in  a  home  trade, 
which  this  might  juftly  be  confider- 
ed,  might  be  fent  out  and  brought 
back  many  times,  before  the  capital 
employed  in  a  foreign  trade  could 
make  one  return. 

In  all  thefe  particulars  the  ad¬ 
vantages  were  on  the  fide  of  Ire¬ 
land  ;  and  the  quedions  that  re¬ 
mained  for  the  cbnfi.de  ration  of  her 
parliament  would  have  been,  whe¬ 
ther  they  thought  it  reafonable  and 
juft  to  agree  to  the  parts  of  the 
bill,  that  prevented  their  prohibit¬ 
ing  the  export  of  their  yarn  to 
Great  Britain,  and  that  related  to 
the  Ead  India  trade.  The  bid  of 
thefe  would  in  reality  have  been  an 
engagement  not  to  relinquifh  a 
beneficial  and  profitable  part  of  their 
commerce  :  it  would  have  been  an 
agreement  not  to  do  that,  which 
they  would  never  do,  though  nofuch 
agreement  exided.  By  this  export 
Ireland  gained  above  340,000b  per 
annum  ;  and  it  was  a  manufacture, 
though  an  imperfeCt  one,  which 
employed  great  numbers  of  her 
people,  for  whom  it  would  be  dif¬ 
ficult  to  find  any  other  employ¬ 
ment.  It  was  indeed  objected,  that 
Great  Britain  prohibited  the  expor¬ 
tation  of  her  yarn,  and  that  there 


was  no  equality  in  their  agreeing 
not  to  prohibit.  To  this  Mr. 
Hutchinfon  anfwered,  that  the  po¬ 
licy  of  that  nation  in  this  re  1  peed 
had  been  condemned  by  perfons  of 
great  commercial  information ;  and 
that  the  prohibitions  had  been  laid 
on  to  gratify  the  manufacturers  of 
that  country,  who  had  been  fiome- 
times  much  midaken  in  their  opi¬ 
nions  on  this  fubjeCt.  In  1698  they 
had  petitioned,  that  the  importation 
of  all  worded  and  woollen  yarn 
from  Ireland  fhould  be  prohibited, 
and  reprefented  that  the  poor  of 
England  were  perifhing  by  this  im¬ 
portation.  As  to  equality,  it  was 
to  be  edimated  by  the  fum  of  ad¬ 
vantages  on  each  fide,  and  not  by 
a  comparifon  of  each  article  le- 
parately. 

The  decilion  of  the  matter  of 
the  Ead  India  trade  would  have 
depended  on  the  evidence  of  their 
merchants,  as  to  the  parts  of  the 
Ead  which  were  open  to  them,  for 
no  European  fettlement  there  would 
admit  them  ;  and  upon  the  ques¬ 
tion,  whether  any  probable  future 
advantages  were  of  l’ufficient  weight 
to  prevent  a  commercial  fettlement 
between  the  two  kingdoms.  The 
prefect  offer  of  Great  Britain  upon 
this  fubjeCt  amounted  to  the  export 
of  their  manufactures  to  the  Ead, 
with  all  the  duties  drawn  back, 
through  the  medium  of  her  com¬ 
pany  ;  the  benefit  of  whatever  re¬ 
venue  fhould  arife  on  India  goods 
fent  to  Ireland;  and  an  equal  trade 
with  Great  Britain  in  her  poflelfions 
in  India,  in  the  event  of  a  difio- 
lution  of  the  company,  in  which 
company  during  its  continuance 
they  had  an  equal  right  with  Bri¬ 
tons  of  becoming  adventurers,  and 
from  which  they  could  purchafe 
the  produce}  of  the  Ead  at  a  public 
audfion,  on  the  fame  terms  as  their 
fellow-fubjecds  of  Great  Britain, 
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and  cheaper  than  at  any  other  mar¬ 
ket,  The  proportions  indeed  put 
certain  reftraints  upon  them  in  this 
refpedt,  and  they  alfo  impofed  re¬ 
ftraints  on  the  Britifli  legiflature. 
But  without  fuch  limitations  no 
commercial  agreement  could  ever 
be  framed  between  two  independ¬ 
ent  legillatures.  Agreements  to 
direct  the  channels  in  which  trade 
lliould  flow.,  or  to  commute  the 
barren  {peculation  of  a  poffible 
diflan  t  trade,  which  was  now  open 
to  them,  but  which  they  were  not 
now  able  to  enjoy,  and  which  per¬ 
haps  might  never  be  worth  their 
having  ;  for  a  beneficial  trade, 
which  was  not  open  to  them,  and 
which  they  might  acquire  by  the 
fufpenlion  of  an  ufelefs  right  re- 
fumable  at  pleafure,  would  not  be 
a  relinquifhment,  but  an  enlarge¬ 
ment  of  commercial  freedom,  and 
a  juft  and  conftitutional  exertion  of 
legiflative  power  for  fal.utary  pur- 
pofes.  • 

Mr.  Hutchinfon  inferred  from 
the  view  he  had  taken  of  the  fub- 
jedf,  that,  if  Ireland  fhonld  at  laft 
be  found  to  heiitate,  whether  to  ac¬ 
cept  or  not  the  colonial  and  domef- 
tic  markets  of  Britain,  on  terms 
equally  beneficial  with  herfelf,  he 
would  venture  to  tell  them,  that  no 
nation  in  Europe,  which  had  no 
colonies  of  her  own,  would  follow 
their  example.  When  he  refledted 
how  Ions  Scotland  had  endeavour- 
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ed  to  obtain  from  England  the  pro¬ 
tection  of  her  navigation  laws,  and 
the  benefits  of  her  colony  trade  ; 
that  what  was  now  offered  to  be 
permanently  granted  to  Ireland, 
without  any  infringement  of  her 
rights  of  legislation,  could  not  be 
purchafed  by  Scotland  without  the 
fur  render  of  her  legiflative  fove- 
xeignty  :  when  he  re  fie  died  with 
what  effufions  of  public  gratitude 
they  kad  themfelves  received  that 


very  boon,  which  fome  of  them 

feemed  now  to  difdain  and  fnutn  : 
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and  how  carefully  and  affedfionately 
it  had  been  cheriflied  by  their  le- 
giilature  in  the  adts  of  every  fu'e- 
ceeding  feffion  ;  he  viewed  with 
amazement  the  wonderful  revolu¬ 
tions  of  human  fentiments,  and, 
confidered  the  conftitutional  jea- 
loufy  arifing  from  the  propofed  fyf- 
tern  of  colonial  legiflation,  as  one 
of  thofe  popular  delufions,  which 
had  too  often  enflamed  the  paffions, 
and  raided  the  reafons  of  men. 

Mr.  Hutchinfon  called  upon  them 
to  conflder  the  prefent  ftate  of  the 
Britifh  empire.  Let  them  furvey 
their  own  country  with  an  honefl 
pride,  as  a  moft  important  part  of 
that  empire.  Confcious  of  their 
weight  in  the  general  fcale,  let  them 
not  be  too  prone  to  fufpedl,  that 
any  Engliili  minillry  would  be  mad 
enough  to  invade  their  liberties  or 
to  impair  either  their  commercial 
or  conftitutional  rights.  What  was 
now  the  neceftary  objedt  of  Britifli 
counfels  ?  To  ftrengthen  and  con- 
nedf  the  remaining  parts  of  the 
empire.  What  were  the  principal 
means  of  effedfing  this  ?  Multi¬ 
plying  the  refources,  increafing  the 
wealth,  promoting  the  population 
and  induftry,  and  eftabl  I  Iking  the 
tranquility  and  contentment  of 
Ireland.  No  two  countries  on  the 
globe  were  more  neceftary  to  the 
happinefs  of  esch  other  than  thefe 
i Hands.  The  man,  who  attempted 
to  ferve  the  one  at  the  expence  of 
the  other,  would  injure  both.  Such 
was  obvioufly  the  with  and  the  in- 
tereft  of  the  enemies  of  the  Bri- 
tifli  empire.  It  became  them,  to 
counteract  their  enemies,  to  co¬ 
operate  with  their  friends,  and  to 
eonfolidate  by  a  fair  and  equal 
fettlement  the  ftrength  of  the  two 
kingdoms. 

Mr.  Hutchinfon  certainly  wifhed 
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to  confider  himfelf  as  accountable 
to  his  cofcftituents  for  his  parlia¬ 
mentary  conduct*  But  on  great 
national  quell  ions  it  was  his  duty 
to  think,  as  well  as  to  a£t  for  them. 
He  was  never  more  thoroughly 
convinced,  that  he  had  at  no  time 
given  a  vote  of  more  beneficial 
tendency  to  the  city  of  Cork,  and 
he  had  no  doubt,  that  his  conftitu- 
ents  would  hereafter  view  his  con¬ 
duct  in  that  light.  He  affectionately 
regarded  his  fellow  citizens,  and 
these  was  nothing  that  he  valued 
more  than  their  efteem,  except  the 
lading  interefts  and  happinels  of 
them  and  their  pollerity.  He  de- 
iired  only,  that  they  might  judge  of 
die  bill  for  rhemfclves,  and  appre¬ 
ciate  it  by  its  own  merit  ;  and  not 
view  it  through  the  medium  of  mif- 
xeprefentation,  which  fo  many  men 
an  both  kingdoms  had,  or  imagined 
they  had  an  intereft  in  placing  be¬ 
tween  the  public  and  the  real  fub- 
je£t  for  their  conlideration.  The 
great  principle  of  the  bill,  equal 
freedom  in  each  kingdom  to  the 
merchants  and  manufadlurers  of  ihe 
other,  had  been  long  his  decided 
opinion.  He  called  upon  them  to 
apply  all  the  exertions  of  their 
knowledge  and  experience  to  this 
fubjedl  ;  its  importance  deferved 
them  all.  Let  them  fhow  their  ve¬ 
teran  and  he  would  add  their  faith¬ 
ful  reprefentative,  that  any  part  of 
the  meafure  injured  their  rights,  as 
merchants,  manufacturers  or  free¬ 
men,  and  then  let  them  lee  whether 
any  man  would  ufe  more  vigorous 
exertions  for  their  fervice.  But  let 
them  confider  it  with  that  temper 
and  good  fenfe  with  which  their 
conduct  had  ufually  been  marked, 
and  not  fuffer  it,  before  it  had  been 
read  or  underflood,  to  be  encoun¬ 
tered  with  violence  and  outrage. 

On  the  fifth  of  September  the 
two  houfes  of  parliament  met  pur- 


fuant  to  their  adjournment.  On 
this  occafion  an  addrefs  was  moved 
to  the  lord  lieutenant  in  the  houfe 
of  lords  by  lord  vifeount  Clifden, 
jomt  poffmafter  general.  By  the 
addrefs  they  demanded  permiifion, 
to  approach  his  grace  with  the 
motf  lincere  expreffions  of  affection 
for  his  perfon  and ,  approbation  of 
his  adminiftration.  They  thanked 
him  for  the  zeal  which  he  had 
difplayed  in  fo  illuftrious  a  manner, 
for  augmenting  the  profperity  of 
Ireland  by  cementing  her  union 
with  Great  Britain.  Nothing  could 
contribute  fo  much  to  the  perma- 
nance  of  the  benefits  they  at  pre- 
fent  enjoyed  :  nothing  could  more 
advanmgeoufly  fecure  the  harmony, 
the  ffrength  and  the  (lability  of  the 
empire  ;  and  they  fliould  effeem 
themfelves  mod  happy,  to  have  it 
in  their  power  to  prolecute  a  plan, 
which  might  tend  to  this  defirable 
end,  under  the  aufpices  of  his 
grace,  and  with  the  concurrence  of 
the  nation,  and  to  augment  the 
luftre  of  his  adminidration  by  its 
happy  completion.  The  opportu¬ 
nity  was  embraced  by  lord  Mount- 
morres  to  deliver  his  fentimenrs  at 
large  upon  the  commercial  fydem. 
He  bad  been  one  of  thofe,  who  had 
defired  that  an  equalization  of  du¬ 
ties  fliould  take  place  between  the 
two  countries.  It  had  been  the 
idea  of  the  wife d:  and  moil  enligh¬ 
tened  politicians  who  had  treated 
of  the  fubjeeft  of  commerce.  An 
attempt  had  been  made  to  introduce 
an  arrangement  of  this  fort  betw  een 
Great  Britain  and  France,  at  the 
era  of  the  treaty  of  Utrecht ;  but 
the  commercial  treaty,  after  haying- 
been  iigned  by  the  commiffioner.s, 
\yas  ref u fed  to  be  ratified  by  the 
BritifU  houfe  of  commons.  A'ilmi- 
lar  adjuftment  was  now  on  the 
tapis  between  the  courts  of  Lon¬ 
don  ajid  Verfailles  ;  but  the  fteps 
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for  its  completion  had  been  hither¬ 
to  fruitlefs.  If  then  a  principle  of 
this  fort  could  be  applied  to  nations, 
indep'  ndent  of,  and  unconnected 
with  each  other,  how  much  more 
ftrongly  did  it  conclude  relpedting 
the  policy  of  two  kingdoms,  fo 
ftrongly  connected  with  each  other, 
as  Great  Britain  and  Ireland?  This 
had  been  the  f age  and  judicious 
policy  of  the  court  of  France  ;  and, 
ever  fince  the  adminirt ration  of 
Colbert,  it  had  been  her  ohjeCt  to 
arrange  the  duties  of  her  different 
provinces  upon  a  footing  of  the 
mod  perfect  equality. 

But  however  wife  were?  the  ge¬ 
neral  idea  of  fuch  an  arrangement, 
it  had  been  defeated  by  the  narrow 
and  injudicious  provifions  which 
had  been  inferted  in  it.  It  was 
impoffible  to  juffify  adminiftration 
relatively  to  the  fourth  proportion. 
The  reftriCtion  of  the  Eaft  India 
trade  had  nothing  to  do  with  the 
arrangement  of  a  fydem  of  mutual 
reciprocity.  Why  had  they  not 
adhered  to  the  eleven  original  pro¬ 
portions  ?  Why  had  government 
taken  back  with  one  hand  what  fhe 
had  given  with  the  other  ?  Lord 
Mountmorres  truffed,  that  the  bill 
which  had  been  prefented  to  the 
ho ufe  of  commons  had  received  an 
ultimate  defeat.  Something  how¬ 
ever  of  the  kind  was  neceffary ; 
and  fo  long  as  the  adhial  inequality 
of  duties  fubliffed,  fo  long  as  the 
^commerce  of  Ireland  was  bound 
.down  with  chains  and  fetters,  pro- 
te  Cling  duties,  were  the  onlv  re- 
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fuurce  thal  could  preferve  her  from 
ruin. 

Lord  Mountmorres  was  anfwered 
coohderably  in  detail  by  the  lord 
chancellor  ;  and,  the  addrefs  being 
carried,  a  proteff  was  entered  a  gain  ft 
it,  and  ftgned  by  the  duke  of  Lein- 
fter,  the  earl  of  Charlemont,  lords 
yifeount  Mountgarret  and  Mount- 


morres  ;  and  fupported  by  the 
proxies  of  lords  vifeount  Powerf- 
court  and  Defart,  and  lord  Bel- 
more. 

The  houfe  of  commons  having 
met  on  the  fame  day,  a  letter  was 
delivered  to  them  from  their  fpea- 
ker  Mr.  Edmund  Sexten  Fery,  de¬ 
claratory  of  his  reftgnation  of  that 
office.  As  his  intention  had  been, 
for  lbme  time  public,  the  victorious 
opposition  had  entertained  the  idea 
of  introducing  into  the  chair  a 
perfon  of  their  own  nomination  ; 
and  they  fixed  for  this  purpofe 
upon  Mr  George  Ponfonby.  The 
defign  however  was  foon  after  dis¬ 
carded  as  impracticable,  and  Mr. 
John  Fofter,  chancellor  of  the  ex¬ 
chequer,  was  eleCted  without  oppo- 
fition.  This  bufinefs  being  dif- 
patched,  an  addrefs  to  the  lord 
lieutenant  was  moved  bv  lord  vif- 
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count  Headfort,  fon  to  the  earl  of 
BeCtive.  The  addrefs  of  the  houfe 
of  commons  was  more  moderate 
than  that  of  the  lords,  and  limply 
fug g died  the  intention  of  leaving 
the  people  of  that  country  at  li¬ 
berty,  to  refume  or  not  the  fubjedt 
of  a  commercial  adjuftment  with 
Great  Britain.  Its  language  was 
therefore  approved  of  by  Mr,  Con¬ 
nolly  and  Mr.  Forbes  :  but  it  was 
oppoied  with  warmth  by  Mr.  Grat¬ 
tan  and  lord  Edward  Fitzgerald. 
It  was  carried  upon  a  divjiion,  ayes 
130,  noes  13. 

On  the  fame  day  an  addrefs  to 
the  lord  lieutenant  was  moved  by 
Mr.  Griffiths,  requeuing  him  to 
direCl  a  profecution  to  be  commen¬ 
ced  againft  certain  (he riffs  officers, 
for  different  crimes  which  had  been 
reported  to  that  houfe  by  the  com¬ 
mittee,  appointed  to  examine  into 
the  ftate  of  the  prifons  of  the  king¬ 
dom.  This  committee  had  ori¬ 
ginally  been  inftituted  at  the  mo¬ 
tion  of  Mr.  Griffiths,  and  he  de- 
C  4  dared 
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dared  upon  this  occafiort  his  bor¬ 
row,  that  the  feffion  was  about  to 
conclude  without  any  efficacious 
rneafures  being  taken  for  the  re¬ 
form  of  the  enormous  evils  which 
had  been  difcovered.  His  mot  ion 
was  iupported  by  Mr.  Hutchinfon, 
and  lord  viilount  Luttrel,  fon  to 
the  earl  of  Carhampton;  and  was 
carried  without  oppofition. 

On  the  feventh  of  September  the 
lord  lieutenant  put  an  end  to  the 
feffion  by  a  fpeech  from  the  throne. 
Though  the  very  advanced  feai.cn 
of  the  year  rendered  it  expedient 
to  prorogue  the  parliament,  he 
however  flattered  hirrifelf,  that  the 
great  object  of  ad  suiting;  a  commer¬ 
cial  mterconne  with  Great  Bri¬ 
tain,  had  net  in  vain  engaged  their 
attention  and  protracted  their  deli¬ 
berations.  He  thanked  the  houfe 
of  commons  for  their  generous 
contribution  of  fuppiies,  and  ob- 
ferved,  that  by  this  meafure  they 
had  not  lefs  confulted  the  dignity 
of  the  crown  than  the  reffi  interefts 
of  the  people.  He  felt  the  trueil 
fatisfaefion  in  obferving  the  various 
beneficial  Ihws  whi  h  bad  palled 
during  the  fed. on,  and  the  whole- 
fome  effects  of  their  wifdcm  in  the 
returning  tranquility  and  induftry, 
and  in  the  rifing  profperity  of  the 
kingdom.  The  ncblefl  objefit  to 
which  he  could  dire  fit  his  atten¬ 
tion,  and  which  would  ever  con¬ 
stitute  the  happinefs  and  pride  of 
his  life,  was  theefl ablifhment  of  the 
profperity  of  Ireland  by  extending 
her  commerce,  ai  d  Cementing  her 
connection  with  Great  Britain.  He 
milled  they  would  continually 
cherifh  this  fentiment  in  the  na¬ 
tional  mind,  that  the  liability  and 


firength  of  the  empire  could, alone 
be  ultimately  infured  by  uniting 
the  inteieft  and  objects  of  both 
kingdoms,  in  a  general  and  equi¬ 
table  fyitem  of  reciprocal  and  com¬ 
mon  advantage. 

As  government  had  now  the- 
double  objedt  of  bringing  to  a  final 
termination  the  difeentents,  which 
bad  for  feme  years  exiiled  in  Ire¬ 
land,  and  were  not  yet  ex  tim'd,  and 
of  difeoyering  how  far  the  nation 
could  be  reconciled  to  the  propofed 
fyftem  of  commercial  inteicourfe  ; 
a  meafure,  now  adopted  for  its  at¬ 
tainment  was  a  progrefs  of  about 
fix  weeks,  made  by  the  duke  of 
Rutland  and  his  duchefs  through 
the  font  hern  diviijon  of  the  king¬ 
dom.  Theyproceeded  firfi  to  Lime- 
ric,  and  afterwards  (pent  fo me  days 
at  Killarney  in  the  county  of 
Kerry,  the  feat  of  lord  vifeount 
Kenm  are.  Their  re-tu  rn  was  through 
the  city  of  Cork,  and  the  other 
towns  in  the  fouth-eafi,  between 
Cork  and  Dublin.  Their  journey 
commenced  early  in  October,  and 
was  not  concluded  till  the  twentieth 
of  November.  This  meafure  was 
not  entirely  a  new  experiment,  and 
was  fortunately  iuited  to  the  ge¬ 
nius  and  temper  of  the  Irifh  nation. 
They  were  every  where  received 
with  marks  of  joy,  attachment  and 
congratulation.  In  the  mean  time 
the  effects  of  their  prefence  were 
neither  confpicuous,  nor  perma¬ 
nent,  whether  we  sonfider  them  ip 
connexion  with  the  commercial 
fyfiera  which  did  not  become  more 
popular,  or  combine  them  with  the 
unhappy  difiurbances  and  tumults 
which  broke  out  about  this  time. 
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Inf urrebl  ions  in  the  South  of  Ireland . 
afcribed,  Violences  committed  again 

A  Variety  of  political  fituations 
and  topics  fucceed  each  other 
with  great  rapidity  in  this  period 
of  the  hiftory  of  Ireland.  The 
difquifitions  of  parliamentary  re¬ 
form  were  with  feme  violence  de¬ 
truded  from  the  minds  ot  men  by 
the  introduction  of  the  commercial 
fyftem.  The  commercial/  fyftem 
had  fcarcely  received  its  quietus 
from  the  I rife  parliament,  before 
thofe  fcenes  of  tumult,  outrage  and 
violence  commenced  in  thefouthem 
extremity,  which  quickly  ipread 
themfelves  over  a  great  portion  of 
the  ifland,  Thefe  coniiderations 
however  do  not  rife  upon  one  an¬ 
other  in  fuhiimity,  grandeur  and 
attraction,  Difcuflions  of  commerce 
are  lefs  interefting  than  difcuflions 
of  liberty;  and  the  fcenes  of  bar- 
barifin  and  anarchy,  which  we  are 
now  to  introduce,  are  rather  pain¬ 
ful  and  difgufting,  than  attractive. 
But  the  hiftorian  cannot  mould  the 
concourfeof  events  to  the  faftitious 
precepts  of  rhetoric  and  compoli- 
tion  ;  he  is  obliged  to  follow  them, 
as  they  are  traced  out  to  his  hands 
by  the  caorices  of  men,  or  the  un- 
alterable  laws  of  deftiny. 

The  modern  annals  of  Ireland 
have  frequently  been  marked  with 
tumultuary  proceedings,  that  blot 
the  page  of  hiftory,  and  that  are  a 
difgrace  to  humgn  nature.  They 
unqueftionably  compofe  a  poignant 
fat  ire  upon  the  adminiftration  and 
maxims  of  their  government:  whe- 
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ther  or  not  they  are  injurious  to 
the  character  of  the  nation,  is  a 
point,  that  admits  of  greater  doubt 
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Different  Caufes  to  which  they  were 
jl  the  Clergy  of  both  Religions . 

a&d  uncertainty.  The  condition  of 
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the  people  among  whom  they  have 
broken  out  is  pitiable  and  forlorn^, 
and,  if  they  originated  merely  in 
the  fearp  goadings  of  hunger,  and 
the  wild  t  ran  I  ports  of  defpdr,  the 
intrinfic  character  of  the  country 
is  then  completely  vindicated. 

The  dif advantages,  that  are  ex¬ 
perienced  by  the  inhabitants  of  tbs 
feuthof  Ireland,  are  numerous.  In 
the  far  ft  place  a  very  great  majority 
of  them  are  catholics  ;  and  this  is 
a  fruitful  fcurce  of  hardfhip  and 
oppreftion,  The  feuth  has  at  leaft: 
been  Itationary  in  point  of  improve¬ 
ment,  while  many  other  parts  of 
the  kingdom  have  advanced  with 
rapidity.  T  he  proprietors  have 
feen  the  increasing  wealth  of  their 
count  rymen  with  jealoufy  and  envy, 
and  have  been  prompted  to  follow 
them  in  the  advance  of  their  rents, 
and  the  increaie  ot  their  income. 
Of  confeqnence  while  the  wages  of 
the  labouring  hind  have  been  low, 
frequently  at  the  rate  of  four  pence 
per  diem,  the  demands  of  his  land¬ 
lord  have  been  prefting  and  enor¬ 
mous.  Finding  it  no  ealy  matter 
to  realife  his  rents,  the  landlord 
has  gone  on  to  throw  the  peafantry 
into  the  hands  of  a  middle  man,  or 
farmer  general  ;  and  the  rapacity 
of  this  man  has  been  to  be  ftitisfied, 
in  addition  to  the  receipts  of  the 
proprietor.  This  is  probably  the 
principal  and  predominant  griev¬ 
ance  of  the  inhabitants  of  Mun- 
fter.  But  in  addition  to  this  they 
have  frequently  felt  themfelves 
hurrahed  by  the  twofold  demands 
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of  the  clergyman  of  the  edablifhed 
church  for  his  dues,  and  or  the 
catholic  pried  for  tbofe  contribu¬ 
tions  which  form  his  fubfidence. 
A  religious  fed,  fuppoiled  by  con¬ 
tribution,  common!)  depends  for 
its  funds  upon  the  more  opulent  or 
middle  dalles  of  the  community  ; 
but  the  Romifh  religion  in  Ireland 
dill  retains  this  feature  of  an  eda- 
blifhment,  to  have  a  kind  of  regur 
far  demand  upon  the  poor,  the  in¬ 
digent  and  indudrious. 

The  infurgents  in  Ireland,  under 
the  names  of  White  Boys,  Oak  Boys 
and  other  barbarous  appellations, 
have  at  different  times  pointed  their 
Irregular  efforts  at  different  objects. 
Jt  has  foraetimes  been  the  tithe  of 
the  church,  and  fome times  the  rent 
of  the  proprietor,  that  they  have 
regarded  as  the  f  urce  of  their  po¬ 
verty  and  their  didrefs.  The  fird 
of  thefe  was  the  fingle  objed  of 
which  they  complained  in  the  in- 
furredion,  whofe  caufes  we  are  en¬ 
deavouring  to  trace,  and  whofe 
events  we  are  about  to  relate. 
Though  the  clergyman,  fo  far  from 
receiving  more  than  he  is  entitled 
to  by  law,  almod  always  receives 
a  twentieth  or  a  fortieth  part  un¬ 
der  the  denomination  of  a  tenth, 
yet  his  claim,  being  more  variable 
and  fluctuating  than  that  of  the 
landlord,  oftener  affumes  the  apy 
pearance  of  intolerable  calamity. 
In  addition  to  this  circumdance,  by 
a  kind  of  abfurdity  that  has  feldom 
had  an  example,  the  meadow  lands 
©f  Ireland  are  totally  exempt  from 
tithe,  while  the  operation  of  this 
Impod  feems  directed  to  the  dif- 
couragement  of  agriculture.  The 
grazier  is  rich,  the  hufbandman  is 
poor  :  the  grazier  is  the  protvdant, 
the  hufbandman  is  the  catholic. 
Thus  almod  the  only  man,  who 
contributes  to  the  fupport  of  the 
ecclefiadical  edablifliment,  is  the 


man,  who  does  not,  even  in  appea¬ 
rance,  derive  any  benefit  from  it. 
The  clergyman,  a  man  liberal  in 
his  education  and  urbane  in  his 
manners,  might  be  expected  to  treat 
the  didreffes  of  the  peafantr.  with 
mildncls  and  forbearance  ;  but  un¬ 
fortunately  the  clergyman  like  the 
proprietor,  and  for  dill  dronger 
feafons,  lince  his  claim  is  more  liable 
to  be  conteded,  employs  a  middle 
man,  a  prodor,  or  tithe  farmer, 
to  enforce  his  demands.  The  proc¬ 
tor,  far  from  being  moved  by  the 
inability  of  the  cultivator,  treads 
upon  the  heels  of  providence,  and 
facrificjes  what  the  judgments  of 
heaven  may  have  left  imported,  to 
the  brutality  of  his  temper,  or  the 
infatiablenefs  of  his  avarice. 

It  is  for  the  reader  to  eonllder, 
whether  or  not  the  caufes  we  have 
enumerated  be  fufficiept  tq  account 
for  the  diforders  that  followed. 
Many  of  thofe  perfons,  who  have 
lived  neared  to  the  feat  of  the  in* 
furredion,  actuated  by  ipildious  and 
finider  considerations,  or  prompted 
merely  by  curiofity  and  an  af- 
fumption  of  fuperior  penetration, 
or  lallly,  furnidied  with  fads  which 
Were  mod  likely  to  be  within  then- 
reach,  have  been  difpofed  to  trace 
the  fource  of  thefe  violences  to  a 
remoter  caufe.  Certain  writers  on 
the  part  of  the  eftablidiment  have 
represented  the  whole,  as  a  deep  and 
dangerous  combination  for  the  over¬ 
throw  of  the  edablifhed  church, 
and  the  eredion  of  popery  upon  its 
ruins.  In  the  mean  time  this  idea 
does  not  feem  to  be  favoured  by 
the  nature  of  the  incidents,  which 
we  (hall  have  to  relate.  Others, 
and  thefe  have  been  dill  more 
numerous,  have  maintained  that 
the  peafants  left  to  themfelves 
would  have  remained  quiet  and  lu¬ 
pine  5  and  that  the  landlords,  urged 
by  their  envy  to  their  more  prospe¬ 
rous 
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rows  neighbours,  prompted  them  to 
thefe  unjuftifiable  exertions,  in  order 
that  by  the  abolition  of  tithes  they 
might  add  that  amount  to  their 
rents,  which  was  at  prelent  paid  un¬ 
der  this  form  to  the  church.  Par¬ 
ticular  faCts  have  been  cited  in 
proof  of  this  affeition  ;  and  to 
thefe  have  been  added  the  general 
obfervation,  that  the  infurgents  did 
not  aim  to  render  potatoes  tithe 
free,  but  from  the  beginning  inlift- 
ad  on  annihilating  the  tithe  of  hay. 
This  hypothecs  has  been  rendered 
Fill  more  definite  by  the  ftatement 
of  Dr*  James  Butler,  titular  arch- 
bifuop  of  Caihel,  in  a  publication 
upon  this  fubjeef.  He  obferves 
that  the  intereil  of  the  earl  of 
Shannon,  which  had  ufu ally "been 
predominant  in  the  county  of  Cork, 
and  which  had  always  been  efpouf- 
ecl  by  the  cieygy  of  the  eftablifhed 
church,  was  defeated  there  at  the 
laft  general  election.  And  he  aflerts, 
that  the  fuccefsful  party  were  infti- 
gated  by  refentment  and  oppofition, 
to  excite  the  difeontents,  and  point 
the  direction  of  a  numerous  body 
of  men  againft  thofe  who  had  be¬ 
come  obnoxious  to  them. 

The  fymptoms  of  difeontent  fir  ft 
broke  out  in  the  county  of  Cork, 
and  in  the  diocefe  of  the  bilhcpric 
©f  Cloyne  towards  the  end  of  the 
month  of  September  1785.  To  this 
diocefe  they  were  for  fame  time 
wholly  confined  ;  and  they  did  not 
make  any  confiderable  figure,  or 
draw  a  very  particular  attention  till 
the  months  of  January  and  Febru¬ 
ary  in  the  following  year.  By  de¬ 
grees  they  Ip  read  from  the  diocefe 
of  Cloyne  to  the  diocefe  of  Cork, 
and  the  county  of  Kerry  ;  and  in 
the  lapfe  of  a  few  weeks  they  em¬ 
braced  the  whole  province  of  Mun- 
fter,  the  counties  of  Clare  in  the 
province  of  Connaught,  and  of  Kil¬ 
kenny  in  the  province  of  Leinfter, 
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and  made  occafionallv excurfions  be- 
yond  the'e  limits.  A  perfon  very 
early  diftinguillied  himfelf  among 
them,  and  was  regarded  as  the  hero 
of  this  band  of  conquerors,  whole 
real  or  afiumed  appellation,  was  that 
of  captain  Right ;  and  from  him 
they  loon  became  known  by  the 
denomination  of  Right  Boys.  They 
were  laid  to  afiemble  generally  on 
Tuefday  and  Friday  nights,  by  the 
fignal  of  a  horn,  founded  on  one 
of  the  adjacent  hills,  and  feldom  to 
mufter  fewer  than  eighty  men. 
Arms  they  obtained  by  violence 
from  fuch  of  the  inhabitants  as 
poffefied  them,  and  they  proceeded 
on  their  excurfions  with  the  affift- 
ante  of  the  neighbouring  horfes, 
which  the  owners  were  afraid  to 
place  out  of  their  reach. 

It  is  difficult  to  compofe  a  nar¬ 
rative  of  violences,  that  were  car¬ 
ried  on  upon  no  plan,  and  that 
were  fo  numerous,  that  even  the 
daily  prints  grew  tired  of  the  labour 
of  recording  them.  The  perfons 
concerned  in  them  appeared  in  no 
regular  bodies,  afiembled  only  by 
night,  and  were  difperfed  and  va- 
niflied  by  the  break  of  day.  With¬ 
out  carrying  on  a  more  regular 
war,  they  conceived  the  plan  of 
fuperfeding  the  rigour  of  law,  and 
they  were  generally  fuccefsful. 
When  any  of  their  fellows  were 
feized  by  the  vigilance  of  magiftra- 
cy,  they  maintained  them  in  pri- 
lon,  exerted  themfelves  indefati- 
gably  for  their  refeue,  and,  if  they 
did  not  fucceed  in  this,  intimidated 
every  one  from  appearing  as  a  wit- 
nefs  againft  them.  Even  when 
conviction  had  taken  place,  and 
fentence  had  been  pronounced,  the 
chance  for  impunity  was  not  yet 
over,  and  in  one  inftance  the  high 
fheriff  of  a  county,  unable  to  find 
any  perfon  to  perform  the  office,  is 
laid  to  have  been  obliged  to  exe¬ 
cute 
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cute  the  fentence  of  whipping  upojj 
a  convict  with  his  own  hands. 

Amidft  the  innumerable  aflaults 
and  barbarities  that  were  com¬ 
mitted,  it  will  be  neceffiary  to  feledt 
fome,  in  order  to  convey  a  general 
'idea  of  their  nature,  their  fyilem 
and  their  objects.  In  the  mean 
time  a  collection  has  been  already 
made  by  perfons  particularly  in¬ 
ter  e  fled  in  the  event  of  the  com¬ 
motions  ;  and  perhaps  we  cannot 
do  better  than  to  tranferibe  what 
they  have  written  upon  the  fubjedt. 
We  111  all  thus  probably  obtain  the 
additional  advantage,  of  elcaping 
thofe  impolitions  which  are  inevi¬ 
tably  practifed  in  the  daily  prints, 
and  of  relating  only  fuch  fa  els  as 
arc  certain  and  well  authenticated. 
Meanwhile*  as  we  find  them  unac¬ 
companied  with  dates  and  other 
fuch  circumfiantial  matters,  we  can¬ 
not  pledge  ourfclves  for  their  chro¬ 
nological  accuracy.  The  follow¬ 
ing  are  fome  of  the  infib  rices  cited, 
of  perfonal  attacks  upon  clergy¬ 
men,  by  dofifor  Richard  Woodward, 
lord  hifhop  of  Cloyne. 

“  One,  a  dignitary  in  my  ca¬ 
thedral,  was  forced  to  come  out  of 
his  houfe  at  midnight,  by  a  band 
of  one  hundred  and  fifty  ruffians, 
to  fwear  that  he  would  give  up  his 
legal  rights  ;  a  gun  being  pointed 
clofe  to  bis  head  while  the  oath  was 
tendered,  and  a  horfe  produced 
with  a  laddie  full  ol  fpikes,  on 
which  he  was  to  be  mounted  if  he 
refilled  to  fwear.  A  lecond  was 
menaced  with  dreadfulimprecations, 
that  he  Ihould  meet  with  a  moll 
horrible  reception,  if  he  did  not  obey 
their  laws  more  punctually,  though 
he  by  a  public  notice  had  declared 
his  lubmiffion.  A  third,  that  he 
fhould  be  treated  inhumanly  and 
barbaro ufly.  A  fourth,  that  his 
ears  Ihould  be  cropped,  and  his 
tongue  cut  out  of  his  mouth.  A 


fifth  they  informed,  that  they  had 
prepared  a  pitched  fhirt  for  him, 
in  which  they  would  fet  him  on 
fire.  A  iixth  had  his  houfe  in  the 
town  of  Mallow  broken  open  at 
midnight,  and  his  bedchamber  en¬ 
tered  by  a  number  of  armed  men, 
who  forced  him  to  give  up  his 
horfes  for  their  ufe.  Afeventh  had 
five  of  his  horfes  cropped,  from 
ipite  that  his  houfe  was  fecure. 
And  an  eighth  had  his  houfe  fur- 
rounded  in  the  dead  of  night  by  an 
hundred  men  for  feveral  hours, 
who  endeavoured  to  force  his  gates, 
the  terror  of  which  nearly  occa- 
lioned  the  death  of  his  daughter,, 
who,  as  the  aflailants  -who  were*  his 
near  neighbours  unfit  have  known, 
was  brought  to  bed  the  night  be- 
fore.  On  the  whole  all  the  clerp  V 
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in  the  ex  ten  live  county  of  Cork,’* 
of  which  only  the  bifiiop  prole  lies 
to  fpeak,  44  whofe  places  of  r eli¬ 
de  mce  were  in  the  country  were 
under  continual  alarm,  and  obliged 
to  arm  thenifelves  in  the  bell  man¬ 
ner  they  could.  Had  they  not 
given  way  to  the  violence  of  the 
infurgents,  they  would  as  it  ap¬ 
pears,  have  been  perfonally  ill 
treated  ;  perhaps  buried  in  thofe 
graves  which,  in  many  places  were 
dug  profefihdly  lor  their  recep¬ 
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To  fuggelb  more  ftrongly  the 
idea  of  combination  and  f  Hera, 
the  hilltop  goes  on  to  Hate  that  44  a 
form  of  luminous  to  the  clergyman, 
penned  with  le-gal  accuracy,  was 
printed  at  Cork,  at  the  expence  of  a 
gentleman  of  rank  and  fortune, 
and  many  thoufand  copies  of  it  cir¬ 
culated  with  diligence,  through  the 
adjacent  counties  of  Lirnexic, 
Kerry  and  Tipperary.  They  took 
arms  out  of  the  hands  of  proteft- 
ants,  and  levied  money  for  the  ex- 
prefs  purpofe  of  purchafing  am- 
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the  laky,  limiting  them  to  a  cer¬ 
tain  amount  of  compel]  tion  for 
tithes.  They  nailed  up  one  church, 
and  bound  themfelves  by  oath  to 
burn  another.  They  broke  open 
jails,  fet  fire  to  hay  and  corn,  and 
even  to  houfes,  ’especially  thofe 
occupied  by  the  army.  They  threat¬ 
ened  to  burn  the  town  of  Newmar¬ 
ket,  in  the  diocefe  of  Cloyne,  un- 
lefs  a  White  Boy  confined  there  was 
releafed.  At  lail  they  had  the 
audacity  to  menace  the  cities  of 
Limeric  and  Cork,  and  the  town 
Ennis,  the  capital  of  Clare,  with 
famine,  and  to  take  meafures  for 
interrupting  a  Supply  of  provifions. 
.But  the  circum fiance  which  appears 
to  me  moll. alarming,  is  their  hav¬ 
ing  eftablifhed  a  kind  of  po  ft- office 
for  communication,  by  which  pro¬ 
bably  they  are  able  to  convene 
fuch  public  meetings  as  their  own 
notices  prove  they  actually  hold.” 

The  narrative  of  the  bifnop  of 
Cloyne,  however  authentic  it  may¬ 
be  as  far  as  it  goes,  we  are  obliged 
to  regard  as  inadequate  and  partial. 
The  faffs  we  have  already  pi  veil  are 
calculated  to  perfuade  us,  and  fuch 
indeed  is  the  opinion  of  the  bilhop, 
that  the  whole  infurredion  is  to  be 
regarded  as  pointed  againft  the 
proteftant  religion.  There  are  other 
fads,  not  already  noticed,  which 
»  certainly  do  not  tend  to  corroborate 
an  hvpothelis  of  this  fort.  From 
the  ea'rlieft  appearance  of  thefe  tu¬ 
mults  lord  vifeount  Ken  marc,  a 
catholic  nobleman,  and  who  (lands 
at  the  he  id  of  the  laity  of  that 
religion,  was  extremely  a  dive  in 
fuppreffing  them,  and  received  the 
thanks  of  the  clergy  of  the  efta- 
bliflied  church,  for  his  exertions. 
The  catholic  clergy,  and  particu¬ 
larly  lord  Dunboyne,  the  titular 
bifhop  of  Cork,  entered  into  aflo- 
ciadons  for  the  reftoration  of  order 
and  tranquility.  The  infurgents, 
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irritated  at  this  fpecies  of  difeoun- 
tenance,  and  Smarting,  as  we  have 
already  laid,  under  the  exadions  of 
their  own  as  well  as  the  proteftant 
clergy,  comprehended  both  in  one 
general  profcri'ption.  They  de¬ 
ferred  in  crowds  from  the  chapels 
of  their  pallors,  and  repaired  tu¬ 
mult  uou  fly  to  the  proteftant  church¬ 
es,  under  the  idea,  as  it  fhould 
feem,  of  thus  extenuating  their  le- 
gal  delinquency.  To  fet  this  mat¬ 
ter  in  its  true  light  we  will  add 
to  the  inftances  feleded  by  the 
bifhop  of  Cloyne,  a  few  of  the 
violences  committed  upon  the  ca¬ 
tholic  clergy,  which  are  related  by 
the  titular  archbifhop  of  Cafhel. 
This  prelate  is  of  the  family  of 
lord  Dunboyne,  and  is  regarded 
upon  account  of  his  ftation,  as 
primate  of  the  Roman  catholics  of 
Munfter,  and  in  Come  meafure  of 
the  whole  kingdom  of  Ireland. 

44  Dodor  Gleefon,”  favs  the 
archbifhop,  44  a  man  whofe  years 
alone  would  make  him  venerable, 
for  he  was  above  feventy,  was  for¬ 
cibly  dragged  from  his  reft  at  dead 
of  night,  his  houfe  ranfacked  and 
plundered  of  every  thing  worth 
taking  away,  and  all  the  wantonnefs 
of  infult  pradifed  upon  his  perfon.' 
Mr.  Murphy,  parifh  prieft  of  Gian- 
mire,  was  dragged  from  his  bed  at 
midnight,  and  obliged  to  fwear  to 
abide  by  captain  Right’s  rules, 
and  not  to  fay  any  thing  againft 
them.  Two  parifh  priefts  in  the 
diocefe  of  Cork,  were  forced  from, 
the  unparalleled feverities  they  fuffer- 
ed,  to  refign  their  parkins  into  the 
hands  of  lord  Dunboyne  their 
diocefan.  Dodor  Nugent,  parifh 
prieft  of  Leamlara,  was  attacked 
at  night  by  an  armed  mob,  who 
fired  upon  him  in  his  houfe,  and 
he  efcaped  from  their  fury  only  by 
the  fpirited  re !i fiance  of  himfelr, 
his  father  and  his  fervant.  Dodor 
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Macmahon,  titulaf  bidiop  of  Kil- 
laioe,  was  violently  interrupted, 
tvhen  preaching  in  the  chapel  of 
Cadleconnel,  becaufe  he  condemn- 
ed  the  irregularities  of  thefe  infatu¬ 
ated  dillurbers.  A  protedanr  church 
has,  indeed,  been  nailed  up  ;  and 
fifty  chapels  have  been  nailed  up  and 
blockaded.  The  chapel  of  Clogh- 
roe,  in  the  diocefe  of  Cloyne,  the 
chapel  of  Boerlane  in  the  diocefe  of 
Caftiel,  the  chapel  of  Donohil  in 
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the  fame  didridt,  the  chapels  of 
Carrickeene  and  Monochon e  in  the 
diocefe  of  Offory,  haye  been  nailed 
up,  and  their  prieds  treated  with 
the  utmoft  indignity.  And  if  this 
wcrk  were  intended  to  excite  pity* 
it  could  be  fpun  to  a  folio  by  the 
mere  recital  of  thofe  outrages*  which 
have  been  10  anxioufly  defcribed* 
as  confined  to  the  perfons  of 
protefiant  clergy  and  to  the  proteit- 
ant  churches. 35 
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Inftitution  of  the  Volunteers,  Fife  of  a 
Conduct  of  the  Citizens  of  Utrecht.  Stadtholder  rfa 
'Treaties  with  the  Emperor  and  France * 


Dijfcntions  of  the  United  Provinces. 
Democratical  Party, 
tires  from  the  Hague . 

CONTEMPORARY  with  the 
difpute  of  the  Schelde*  which 
fo  greatly  engrodbd  the  attention  of 
Europe,  were  the  internal  mifun- 
derdandings  and  difienfions  of  the 
Dutch  republic.  Thefe  had  fil'd 
difplayed  themfelves  in  their  ex¬ 
ternal  fymptoms  in  the  year  17  So. 
The  ground-work  had  probably 
been  laid  much  earlier  that!  this.  It 
we  examine  the  hiflory  of  the 
United  Provinces  for  the  two  lad 
centuries,  we  fhall  find  two  parties 
continually  flruggling  for  the  fupe* 
riority  with  a  degree  of  eagernefs 
and  perfeveranee  that  has  feldom 
been  exceeded.  The  find  or  thele 
has  been  the  party  of  the  houfe  of 
Orange.  The  lituation  of  the  Hate, 
which  demanded  an  able  comman¬ 
der  to  lead  them  to  arms  againd 
the  Spanifii  fovereign,  had  firfi 
railed  this  houfe  to  ditiincfiion  ;  the 
gratitude  and  atfedion  of  the  com¬ 
mon  people  bad  long  been  one  of 
its  moil:  conliderable  fupports  ;  and 
lailly,  it  had  for  a  bulwark  of  its 
authority  the  favour  and  attach¬ 
ment  of  the  order  of  nobles;  fcatter* 


ed  through  the  United  Provinces* 
and  who  have  always  been  found 
niore  willing  to  depend  upon  the 
kindnel's  of  one  man,  than  to  court 
the  frugal  honours  of  an  oligar¬ 
chy,  or  the  uncertain  favours  of  a 
democracy.  The  fecond  party  has 
been  that  of  the  dates*  and  of  the 
fenates  or  town  councils,  who,  in 
oppofition  to  the  nobles,  might  per¬ 
haps  be  more  properly  denominat¬ 
ed  an  oligarchy,  than,  as  they 
have  been  ufually  fiyled,  an  arifto- 
cracyi  Thefe  afiemblies,  if  taken 
in  a  comprehenfive  view*  appear  to 
be  in  their  own  nature  a  felf  elec¬ 
tive  body*  or  a  body  exercifing*  the 
privilege  of  filling  up  their  own 
vacancies.  This  privilege  has  in¬ 
deed  been  encroached  upon  by  the 
party  of  the  fladtholder,  in  their 
hour  of  fuccefs  ;  but  the  encroach¬ 
ment  has  always  been  regarded  by 
their  opponents  as  unconilitutional. 

During  the  greater  part  of  their 
hi  (lory  the  office  of  a  dadtholder* 
has  formed  a  branch  of  their  go¬ 
vernment.  In  that  period  however* 
when  they  were  as  a  nation  mod 
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profperous  and  refpe£lable,  they 
governed  themfelves  as  a  pure  re¬ 
public,  without  the  interference  of 
io  powerful  a  magi  ft  rate.  Their 
inteftine  divilions  have  been  the 
means,  as  it  frequently  happens,  of 
bringing  forth,  or  of  difplaying*  fe- 
veral  illuftrious  characters.  Such 
they  appeared  in  the  conteft  be¬ 
tween  prince  Maurice  and  the  ve¬ 
nerable  Barnevelt ;  iuch  was  the 
flruggle  between  William  II.  and 
theLouveftein  faction,  in  which  that 
prince  was  taken  oft' by  death  in  the 
midft  of  his  victory  ;  and  fuch, 
It  ill  more  confpicuoufly,  was  the 
period  of  the  admini  ft  ration  of  the 
de  Wittes,  which  was  alfo  the  pe¬ 
riod  of  their  naval  triumphs.  From 
the  death  of  thefe  great  men  the 
repub  ic  has  declined  ;  and,  inftead 
of  venerable  patriots  and  diftin- 
guifhed  conquerors,  Europe  for  the 
laft  century  has  been  accuftomed 
to  regard  them,  as  a  nation  of  mer- 
chants,  purfuing  the  acqiulmon  of 
wealth  in  contempt  of  e  very  other 
quality  or  accompliftiment. 

There  is  perhaps  a  crifis  in  the 
difeal'es  of  nations  as  of  individuals, 
when  it  is  neceftary  either  that  the 
patient  ftiould  yield  to  the  difeafe, 
or,  fu  mounting  it,  ftiould  faft  con¬ 
verge  to  a  ftate  of  health,  fpirits 
and  energy.  Accordingly  it  is  not 
to  be  doubted,  that,  after  having 
quietly  fubmitted  to  the  authority 
of  the  ftadtholder  for  many  years, 
the  oligarchy  had,  previoufty  to  the 
year  178c,  entertained  the  defign 
of  abridging  his  prerogatives,  and 
dripping  him  of  his  difproportion- 
ate  authority.  We  have  feen  in 
our  preceding  volumes  the  mea- 
fures  which  were  purfued  by  this 
party,  both  in  their  fuccefsful  pro- 
fee  ution  of  1  he  held  marftial  prince 
of  Brunfwic,  and  in  their  ftill  more 
important  attacks  upon  the  admi- 
jB'iftration  of  the  ftadtadder  refpeCt- 


ing  the  condudf  of  the  war  with 
Great  Britain,  and  the  ignominious 
failure  of  the  expedition  to  BrefL 
It  was  the  misfortune  of  the  oil- 
garchical  party,  to  have  no  particu¬ 
lar  objedt  in  view,  towards  which 
they  were  to  diredf  their  efforts, 
and  the  recollection  of  which  might 
animate  them  in  their  exertions. 
Their  plan  was  on  the  contrary,  to 
watch  with  aftiduity  the  occasions 
that  might  arife,  and,  inftead  of 
boldly  directing  the  progrels  of 
events,  merely  to  feize  and  improve 
fuch,  as  might  arife  without  their 
particular  concurrence.  To  pre¬ 
pare  the  fttuation  of  the  republic 
for  the  execution  of  this  fcheme5 
they  fucceeded  in  exciting  a  diflike, 
and  fixing  a  contempt  upon  the 
miniflers,  and  even  in  Tome  meafure 
upon  the  perfon  of  the  ftadtholder* 
Their  next  meafure  was  more  con- 
fiderable  than  this.  They  were 
apprehenlive,  in  cafe  matters  were 
pufhed  to  extremities  with  the  prince 
of  Orange,  whether  the  greater  part 
of  the  army  would  finally  adhere 
to  the  prince  who  commanded,  or 
to  the  magiftracy  who  paid  them* 
They  were  defirous  of  creating  to 
themfelves  a  party  among  their  ci¬ 
tizens  ;  and  this  would  not  natu¬ 
rally  occur,  fince  the  people  in  ge*? 
neral  were  attached  to  the  houfe  of 
Orange,  and  fince  no  part  of  them 
had  any  real  concern  for  the  felftfh 
and  narrow  fcheme  of  their  oligar¬ 
chical  government.  Accordingly 
in  the  year  1783,  they  countenan¬ 
ced  the  burghers  of  the  different 
provinces  in  taking  on  them  the 
character  of  volunteers,  and  form¬ 
ing  themfelves  into  free  corps ;  and 
they  doubtlefs  took  care  in  the  be¬ 
ginning,  that  the  perfons,  of  whom 
thefe  corps  were  conftituted,  were 
Inch,  as  had  conftderable  conne&ion 
with,  and  dependence  upon  them¬ 
felves,  At  the  lame  time  they 
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talked  loudly  of  the  importance  of 
the  people  and  the  rights  of  man¬ 
kind,  and  inveighed  with  bitternefs 
againft  the  infignificance  and  op- 
preffion,  into  which  they  were  funk, 
under  a  government  of  domination 
and  influence,  like  that  of  the  ftadt- 
h  older. 

It  happens  more  frequently  in 
politics,  than  in  alrnoft  any  other 
affair  with  which  we  are  concerned, 
that  the  inflrument  we  confer  net 
anfwers  more  purpofes  than  we  at 
firft  imagined,  and  that  the  fenti- 
ment  we  excite  goes  greater 
lengths  than  we  intended,  or  even 
produces  material  injury  to  its  au¬ 
thor.  Of  this  we  have  an  example 
in  the  prel’ent  in  dance.  The  peo¬ 
ple  of  Holland  do  not  feera  to  have 
wanted  much  importunity  to  induce 
them  to  exert  themfelves.  It  was 
not  neceffary  that  the  eloquence 
lliould  be  of  the  higheft  order,  that 
fliould  awaken  them  to  a  feeling  of 
their  rights.  Accordingly  the  fpirit 
of  volunteering  once  fet  on  foot 
made  a  rapid  progrefs.  It  caught 
from  man  to  man  through  the 
whole  extent  of  the  United  Pro¬ 
vinces,  and  in  fome  towns  the  body 
of  the  armed  burphers  embraced 

*  O 

aim  oft  every  thing  that  was  rich, 
confiderable  and  refponfible  among 
the  citizens.  The  age  in  which 
they  lived  was  the  period  of  im¬ 
provement.  The  fpirit  of  liberty, 
which  had  appeared  languid  and 
expiring,  was  once  more  blown  up 
in  the  world.  It  had  firft  fliown 
itfelf  upon  the  fhores  of  the  At!  n- 
tic,  and  its  exertions  in  the  place 
of  its  birth  were  important  and  ad¬ 
mirable.  From  America  the  flame 
caught  to  various  parts  of  the 
World.  Even  in  Great  Pnitain  the 
cat ufe  of  freedom  had  a  momentary- 
reign,  though  it  did  not  produce 
any  permanent  confequences.  In 
Ireland  it  was  more  fortunate. 


They  had  fet  out  like  Holland, 
upon  the  plan  of  volunteering. 
This  plan  made  them  irreflftible  ; 
and,  if  the  circum  fiances  of  the 
country  had  not  been  particularly 
unfavourable,  and  if  the  people  had 
been  refolute  and  determined,  they 
might  have  fecured  to  themfelves 
every  advantage,  that  nature  or 
truth  had  put  within  the  reach  of 
their  exertions. 

The  creed  of  America,  and  the 
example  of  Ireland  gave  birth  to 
the  democracy  of  Holland.  The 
armed  burghers  had  fcarcely  form¬ 
ed  their  affociations,  before  they 
became  confcious  of  the  power  that 
was  thus  put  into  their  hands.  The 
firft  efforts  of  real  liberty  were  ex¬ 
hibited  in  the  city  of  Utrecht.  In 
order  to  underhand  thele  efforts  it 
is  neceffary,  that  we  fliould  recoiled! 
fomethin?*  of  the  conftitutwn  of  the 

O 

-government  of  the  United  Pro¬ 
vinces.  This  country  is  not  to  be 
regarded,  as  we  are  too  apt  to  con* 
fider  it  upon  a  fuperficial  view,  as 
one  great  republic,  fa  properly  as 
a  collection  of  many  lefler  repub¬ 
lics.  Every  confiderable  town 
among  them  has  all  the  features  of 
a  complete  political  fyftem  within 
itfelf.  It  has  its  fenate  or  legiila- 
ture,  its  judges,  its  attorney-ge¬ 
neral,  its  penlipnary  or  prime  mi* 
After,  its  lecretary  and  its  trpafurejr. 
Thefe  towns  indeed  have  a  com¬ 
mon  repreientation  in  the  ftates  of 
the  province.  Still  however  they 
aft  as  allies  and  confederates,  rather 
than  as  members  of  one  fyftem. 
The  deputies  that  reprefent  each 
of  the  towns,  are  obliged  in  all 
important  concerns  to  enquire  the 
fentiments  of  the  town  fenates,  and 
implicitly  to  obey  their  instruc¬ 
tions.  It  is  the  fame  in  the  higher 
feene  of  reprefen  tation  in  the 
aflembly  of  the  ftates  general,  with 
this  additional  provifo,  that  each  of 

the 
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the  [even  provinces  mull  confent 
before  any  coniiderable  meafure  can 
be  carried  into  execution. 

The  government  does  not  feem 
to  appear  from  this  general  view, 
provided  the  reprefentation  in  each 
of  thefe  affemblks  were  jutl  and 
adequate,  to  include  any  eflenrial 
imperfections.  It  is  for  the  1  pec  il¬ 
lative  politician  to  confider  whether 
a  gradation,  of  two  deliberative 
affemblies,  as  in  the  United  States 
of  America,  or  of  three  as  here, 
is  the  mod  perfect  form  of  govern¬ 
ment.  In  the  mean  time  it  may 
beobferved,  that  the  ilownefs  which 
is  ufuaily  imputed  to  the  Dutch 
republic,  is  not  perhaps  a  very  con¬ 
fide  rable  defect  un  lei’s  in  trap  fac¬ 
tions  with  foreign  dates  ;  that  thefe 
tranfadtions  are  not  the  firft  and 
moll  considerable  objeif  of  political 
conditution  ;  and  that  even  here 
the  government  of  Holland  under 
a  wife  and  fpirited  adminiftration 
has  found  a  remedy  in  adopting  an 
irregular  condudt  f  ukable  to  the 
emergency  of  the  occalion.  But  it 
was  not  with  thefe  lpeculative  con- 
fiderations  that  the  friends  of  li¬ 
berty  in  Holland  were  chiefly  -con¬ 
cerned.  They  were  not  bound  to 
produce  the  belt  poffible  conftitu- 
tion,  but  to  effedl  fuch  amendments 
in  the  exiding  forms,  as  fhould  be 
at  once  p radii  cable  and  fraught  with 
valuable  benefit. 

Accordingly  the  firft  objedf  of 
their  attention  was  the  conditution 
of  the  magidracies  and  town  fe- 
nates,  as  lying  at  the  root  of  every 
other  imperfection.  Here  there  were 
two  leading;  defedls  :  that  the  dadt- 
holder,  the  fervant  of  the  republic, 
had  too  much  weight,  and  that  the 
people,  the  conftkuents  of  the  re¬ 
public,  had  no  weight  at  all.  The 
prerogatives  of  the  dadthokier,  ex- 
cluiively  of  his  influence  in  the 
election  pf  the  ienates,  were  very 
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confiderable.  He  podeded  the  apr 
pointment  of  inferior  officers  in  the 
navy,  of  officers  in  the  army,  from 
the  colonel  to  the  enlign,  and  a 
voice  in  the  difpoduon  of  all  other 
pods  of  honour  and  emolument. 
Accordingly  the  plan  of  the  citi¬ 
zens  of  Utrecht,  was  e  ntirely  to 
exclude  him  from  any  influence  m 
the  nomination  of  the  town  govern¬ 
ments,  and  at  the  fame  time  to 
communicate  to  the  people  a  cer¬ 
tain  degree  of  authority  in  the  bud- 
nefs.  This  authority  they  did  not 
propofe  immediately  to  bedow 
upon  the,  people  at  large,  but  to 
give  to  them  the  privilege  of  elect¬ 
ing  a  college  of  tribunes,  who  were 
to  have  a  fiiare  in  the  election  of  the 
fenates  and  magidrates,  as  well  as 
feveral  other  prerogatives  of  no15- 
inconfiderable  importance. 

It  does  not  appear  that  the  whole 
of  this  plan  was  fubmitted  at  firft 
by  the  citizens  of  Utrecht  to  the 
deliberative  ademblies,  and  it  is. 
probable  that  it  was  not  thus  early 
digefied  by  them,  in  the  extent  in 
which  we  have  dated  it.  The  firft 
meafure  they  adopted  was  the  pre- 
fenting  a  petition  to  the  dates  of 
the  province  of  Utrecht,  to  demand 
from  them  the  abolition  of  the  re¬ 
gulation  of  regency,  edablidied  by 
violence  in  1674,  by  William  III. 
prince  of  Orange,  and  which  was 
the  foundation  of  the  principal  part 
of  the  obnoxious  authority  of  the 
Oadtholder  in  the  ele&ion  of  the 
town  governments.  This  petition 
was  figned  by  2243  burghers  of 
Utrecht,  which  appears  to  have 
been  at  this  time  the  amount  of  the 
corps  of  volunteers  in  that  city. 
The  feleCHon  of  this  regulation  was 
wifely  and  politically  made  by  thet 
democratieal  party.  The  power  of 
the  dadtholder,  by  which  he  was 
accudomed  arbitrarily  to  introduce 
whatever  perfons  he  pleafed  to  a 
t)  feat 
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feat  in  the  fen  ate,  ftruck  at  the  root 
of  the  oligarchical  power,  and  had 
long  been  an  object  of  extreme  re¬ 
gret  to  the  leaders  of  the  party 
again  (I  the  prince  of  Orange.  It 
is  probable  that  the  fame  circum- 
fcribed  habits  of  thinking,  which 
laad  prevented  the  leaders  of  that 
party  from  foreseeing  the  confequen- 
<ces  that  might  refnlt  from  the  inlli- 
tuition  of  the  volunteers,  had  its 
effedt  in  this  indance  upon  the 
afTembly  of  the  hates  of  Utrecht. 
The  regulation  of  1674  was  the  ob¬ 
ject  of  their  averfion,  and  they 
were  happy  in  thus  procuring  the 
countenance  of  their  citizens  for  its 
abrogation.  But  a  meafure  of  io 
great  importance  was  not  to  be 
.adopted  by  them- with  lightnefs  and 
precipitation.  Previously  to  the  at¬ 
tempt  of  repealing  a  law,  the  in¬ 
fluence  of  which  was  of  the  ex- 
tremefh  magnitude,  it  was  neceffary 
that  it  fliould  be  declared  a  foil rce 
of  grievance,  and  that  an  enquiry 
fliould  be  intlituted  into  the  mil- 
chiefs  that  refulted  from  it..  Accord¬ 
ingly?  on  the  fifth  of  February 
1784,  an  extraordinary  commiiiion 
was  nominated  by  the  alfembly  of 
the  hates,  to  enquire  into,  and  re¬ 
port  to  the  afiembly,  the  meafures  it 
might  be  proper  to  take,  in  order 
to  re-ehablifli  harmony  among  the 
citizens,  and  to  remove  the  fources- 
of  their  juil  complaints  againft  their 
prefent  form  of  government. 

At  the  fame  time  that  the  petition 
of  the  burghers  was  prefented  to 
the  alfembly  of  the  hates,  addrehes 
-of  a  fimilar  nature  were  delivered 
to  the  town  fenate  of  Utrecht,  and 
to  the  prince  of  Orange.  In  the 
laft  cafe  the  addrefs  was  figned  only 
by  7  2$  of  the  moh  confiderable  in¬ 
habitants,  probably  from  the  idea 
that  fo  limited  a  mode  of  applica¬ 
tion  implied  in  a  higher  degree  the 
refpedfubiefs  and  decency  of  their 


proceedings.  The  aijfwer  of  the 
prince  of  Orange  may  be  naturally 
fuppofedtohave  been  unfavourable, 
both  from  the  inflexibility  of  prin¬ 
ciples  that  marked  every  ftage  of 
his  conduct,-  and  from  the  nature 
of  the  demand,  which  did  not  con¬ 
vey  to  him,  as  it  did  to  the  oligar¬ 
chical  leaders,  any  features  of  at¬ 
traction  and  plauiibility.  The  fe¬ 
nate  of  Utrecht  on  the  other  hand, 
received  the  application  of  their 
citizens  with  much  good  will,  and 
appointed,  on  the  17th  of  April,  a. 
committee,  who  were  to  receive  the 
representations,  which  the  burghers 
and  the  inhabitants  were  indifcrl- 
minately  invited  to  fubmit  to  their 
infpe&ion  during  the  fpace  of  five 
weeks.  The  committee  of  the  fe¬ 
nate  digefted  in  one  general  view 
the  complaints  of  the  burghers,  and 
fubmitted  them  in  the  form  of  a* 
report,  to  the  affemhly  of  the  dates, 
A  public  declaration  was  made  in 
the  following  September,  under  the 
joint  authority  of  the  two  com-, 
mittees,  that  fouf  capital  defects 
had  been  recognized  in  the  confti- 
tution  of  the  town  government,  as 
it  had  been-  fettled  in  1674  ;  but 
they  did  not  proceed  to  any  more 
detailed  fpeciftcation  of  their  future, 
intentions. 

The  harmony  that  fubiifled  be¬ 
tween  the  magiftrates  and  the  inha¬ 
bitants  of  Utrecht,  appeared  to 
promife  the  moil  aufpicious  con- 
clulion  to  the  great  project  of  de- 
mocratical  reform.  The  affections 
of  the  fenate  in  particular,  were  fo 
warmly  engaged  on  the  fide  of  the 
burghers,  that  they  came  to  a  vo¬ 
luntary  refolution,  even  in  the- 
month  of  January,  to  fill  up  a  va¬ 
cancy,  which  happened  then  to  oc¬ 
cur  in  their  body,  without  any 
previous  communication  with  the 
ftadtholder.  This  refolution  was 
taken  by  a  majority  of  twenty-fix 
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Senators  in  the  affirmative,  to  twelve 
who  voted  in  the  negative  ;  and  on 
the  following  day  Mr,  Paul  En¬ 
gelbert  V oct  van  Winfen,  was  elect¬ 
ed  in  purfuance  of  the  determina¬ 
tion  that  had  been  made.  The 
burghers  in  general  augured  the 
happied  events  from  fo  fpirited  a 
proceeding  on  the  part  of  their  ma- 
gidrates,  and  feemed  to  imagine 
that  they  fliould  obtain  the  objedt 
of  their  warmed  delires  with  per¬ 
fect  cafe  and  tranquility. 

But  it  was  not  poffible,  that  the 
heads  of  the  old  goveiffimept  Should 
condantly  remain  infeniibie  to  the 
great  revolution,  which  would  be 
effedled,  if  the  example  of  Utrecht 
Should  be  generally  followed,  in  the 
conditution  of  the  republic,  and 
the  reduction  that  would  enfue  of 
that  oligarchical  power  which  was 
the  Subject  of  their  conte ft  with  the 
dadtholder.,  The  prince  of  Orange 
was  adtive  to  prevent  a  revolution 
which  druck  at  his  mod  conlider- 
able  prerogative,  and  his  emidaries 
appear  to  have  employed  thole  ar¬ 
guments  which  related  mod  imme¬ 
diately  to  the  intered  of  the  Self* 
elective  bodies,  to  induce  them  to 
©ppofe  an  innovation,  which  would 
be  equally  dedrudtive  to  their  pow¬ 
er  as  to  his  own.  The  intrigues 
of  the  court  of  the  Hague  appear 
to  have  obtained  every  fuccefs  with 
the  fenate,  and  provincial  dates  of 
Utrecht.  They  were  equally  in¬ 
duced  by  retrofpedt  to  the  prero¬ 
gatives  of  their  body,  and  by  the 
benefits  and  munificences  of  the 
dadtholder,  refelutely  to  oppofe  an 
alteration,  which  had  hitherto  been 
inconfiderately  favoured  with  their 
countenance.  They  determined  to 
employ  all  their  ingenuity  and  Ikill 
Secretly  to  counteract  the  delires 
of  their  citizens.  This  unfavour¬ 
able  change  in  their  Sentiments, 
probably  took  place  in  the  clofe  of 


the  year  1784.,  and  prevented  them 
from  the  publication  of  the  report, 
which  had  already  been  digeded, 
and  was  ready  to  be  laid  before  th$ 
public. 

The  burghers  in  the  mean  time$ 
though  they  waited  with  anxiety 
for  the  farther  proceedings  of  their 
magiftrates,  were  determined  to  ex¬ 
hibit  an  example  of  patience  and 
moderation.  For  feme  months  every 
thing  remained  in  fufpence  ;  and  It 
is  hot  till  the  beginning  of  March 
1785,  that  any  thing  occurs  in  the 
hidory  of  the  city,  which  appears 
intitled  to  a  didindt  notice.  At 
that  time  two  vacancies  had  taken 
place  in  the  fen  ate ;  and  that  body, 
adtuated  by  Sentiments,  the  reverie 
of  thofe  they  had  entertained  at  the 
time  of  the  lad  election  of  a  fimilar 
nature,  now  admitted  two  maffif- 
t rates  into  their  body,  the  nomina¬ 
tion  of  whom  had  originated  with, 
the  dadtholder.  The  burghers  had 
indeed  held  themfelves  paffive,  fo 
long  as  nothing  politive  was  under¬ 
taken  in  oppolitioD  to  their  views. 
But  upon  this  occadon  they  did 
not  think  their  magidrates  entitled 
to  their  toleration,  and  they  be¬ 
lieved,  that  they  fliould  incur  the 
crime  of  treachery  againd  the  great 
caufe  of  the  rights  of  mankind,  it 
they  Suffered  fb  notorious  an  add 
of  hodility  to  their  willies,  to  pTs 
away  without  animadverlion.  It 
was  not  a  little  irritating  to  their 
feelings,  that,  at  the  very  moment 
when  they  conceived  themfelves  en¬ 
titled  to  a  conclufion  in  their  fa¬ 
vour,  they  Should  find  thofe  advan¬ 
tages  withdrawn  from  them  which 
had  already  been  granted,  and  the 
commencement  of  the  year  1785 
confec  rated  to  the  annihilation  of 
all  that  the  commencement  of  1784 
had  effected  in  their  favour* 

The  meafure  they  adopted  in 
this  circuinfiance  was  peremptory 
D  z  ml 


5* 


BRITISH  AND 


and  decifive.  The  armed  burghers 
having  adembled  to  the  number  of 
2000,  repaired  in  a  body  to  com¬ 
municate  their  difeon tents  to  the 
ferrate ;  and  declared  their  refolu- 
tion  not  to  quit  the  pofitiqn  they 
had  taken,  till  the  election  of  one 
of  the  new  fenators,  Mr*  Sigter- 
man,  was  annulled.  To  far  fpirited 
a  dyle  of  petition  no  alternative 
was  found  applicable.  The  fenate 
fubmitted  to  the  neceljfity  of  their 
dtuation.  But  the  violence  they 
experienced  was  fo  little  reliflied 
by  the  members  of  their  body,  that 
nineteen  fenators  immediately  re¬ 
ceded,  and  declared  their  refelution 
never  more  to  enter  the  walls  of  the 
affeinbly,  till  the  lawlefs  proceed¬ 
ings  of  the  democratical  party  was 
fupp relied,  and  the  magiftrates  were 
reinflated  in  the  whole  or  their  pre¬ 
rogatives. 

The  government  of  Utrecht  was 
by  this  conduCt  reduced  to  an 
alarming*  dtuation.  The  aifairs  of 
the  public  could  no  longer  be  put 
under  any  regular  di redden  while 
the  diifentient  fenators  maintained 
their  refolution  ;  and  unlefs  fome 
mode  of  conciliation  could  be  dif- 
covered,  there  was  reafon  to  appre¬ 
hend  that  every  tbinp-  might  be  re- 
duced  to  a  flate  of  anarchy  and  con- 
fufion.  Accordingly  the  fenators 
who  had  not  fcccaed,  immediately 
deputed  two  of  their  body  to  cx- 
poilulate  with  their  refractory  mem¬ 
bers,  and  the  fpeaker  upon  this  oc- 
cadon  was  Mr.  van  Muichcnbroek, 
one  of  the  burgomallers  of  Utrecht, 
and  who  appears  to  have  maintain¬ 
ed  a  fecret  correfpondence  with  the 
court  of  die  fladtholder.  The  re- 
eped  was  enforced  by  a  limilar  ap¬ 
plication  on  the  part  of  the  pro¬ 
vincial  dates ;  and  farther,  to  in¬ 
duce  them  to  compliance,  as  well 
as  to  pountenance  the  m eat u res 
which  were  in  the  contemplation  of 


the  oligarchical  party,  a  petition, 
was  prepared  in  the  name  of  i  po 
eminent  citizens  to  the  dates  of  the 
province,  in  which  they  expreiled 
their  confidence  in  the  difpofition  of 
government  to  comply  with  the 
wiflies  of  the  more  moderate  inha¬ 
bitants  in  favour  of  a  reform,  at  the 
fame  time  that  they  condemned  in 
the  drongeft  language  the  tumul- 
tuary  proceedings  of  the  armed 
burghers,  and  intreated  the  dates  to 
take  proper  meafures  to  prevent 
future  violences  of  a  limilar  nature, 
which  would  be  infallibly  dedruc- 
tive  of  the  trade  and  profperity  of 
the  city  of  Utrecht. 

The  feceding  fenators  were  at> 
length  induced  to  refume  their  feats* 
and  in  confequence  of  their  return 
a  proclamation  was  immediately 
idued  by  the  magidrates,  indiredtlv 
condemning  the  late  conduct  of 
their  burghers,  and  prohibiting  un¬ 
der  fevere  penalties  all  proceedings 
that  tended  to  difiurhance  and  tu¬ 
mult.  To  this  proclamation  the 
ar  med  burgh  erscontentedthemfelves 
wirh  entering  their  proted.  The 
fenate  however,  encouraged  by  the 
paffive  manner  in  which  this  pro¬ 
clamation  had  been  received,  pro¬ 
ceeded  in  the  month  of  June  to  in- 
ditute  a  criminal  enquiry  into  the 
conduct  of  the  preceding  March, 
and  to  imprifon  Mr,  Ondaatje,  an 
aCtive  leader  of  the  democratical 
party,  and  who  had  delivered  the 
fentiments  of  the  burghers  to  the 
fenate  upon  the  fubjeCt  of  the  elec¬ 
tion  of  Mr.  Sigterman  upon  that 
occafion,  with  equal  eloquence  and 
intrepidity.  In  July,  a  It  ill  more 
defpotic  proclamation  was  idiied  by 
the  provincial  Hates,  forbidding  any 
perfon  to  prepare  a  petition  to  be. 
ligned  by  two  or  more,  under  pain 
of  being  treated  as  a  didurber  of 
the  public  tranquility,  and  direct¬ 
ing,  that  every  one*  who  flieuld 
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have  any  complaint  to  addrefs  to 
the  government,  fhould  prefent  it 
individually  and  feparately. 

Thefe  violent  and  untemporiling 
meafures  ferved  extremely  to  alie- 
nate  and  inflame  the  minds  of  the 
citizens.  The  difcounteriance  they 
received,  did  not  in  any  degree 
weaken  their  defines,  or  diminifli 
their  refolution  to  obtain  the  reform, 
which  had  been  the  object  of  their 
original  affociation.  As  they  con- 
fH tilted  an  unquelfionable  majority 
of  the  inhabitants  of  Utrecht,  they 
conceived  themfelves  to' hq  able  in 
the  laft  refort,  to  obtain  the  red  refs 
they  demanded  by  their  fingdfe,  ener¬ 
gy.  But  they  were  willing  to  fbek 
the  alliance  of  fome  other  power 
in  the  republic,  and  thus  to  leflen 
-the  perils  that  imoended  over  them. 
It  was  yet  a  queflion,  whether  in 
this  cafe  their  alliance  would  ulti¬ 
mately  be  made  with  the  oligarchy 
or  with  the  ftadtholder.  The  former 
of  thefe  parties  had  treated  them 
with  fo  much  duplicity  and  feve- 
rity  in  their  own  province,  as  to 
give  them  little  hopes  of  an  ami¬ 
cable  adjultment  of  claims  on  this 
fide.  The  oligarchy  of  Holland 
and  the  other  provinces,  was  far 
from  having  declared  in  their  fa- 
vour  ;  and  there  were  fufficient 
reafons  to  expeCt  that  they  would 
not  receive  a  very  generous  lupport 
from  a  parry,  to  whofe  intcrefls  their 
views  were  inimical,  and  who  un- 
queftionably  afpired  to  a  defpotic 
and  unlimited  authority.  The  fladt- 
holder  on  the  other  lide  was  na¬ 
turally  tenacious  of  his  influence 
in  the  election  of  the  fenates.  But 
he  flood  in  need  of  friends  and  ad- 
he  rents  ;  and,  if  a  compromife  could 
be  efteCted  between  him  and  the 
citizens,  he  would  be  able  by  their 
ailiftance  to  obtain  an  eafy  victory 
over  the  incroachments  and  pre- 
ten  lions  of  his  original  adverfaries. 


Difg;ufled  by  the  treatment  they 
received  from  their  government  at 
home,  the  democratical  party  in 
Utrecht,  appears  to  have  been  at 
this  time  inclined  in  favour  of  the 
ftadtholder  ;  and  the  court  of  the 
prince,  willing  to  encourage  thern 
in  this  difpoiition,  publiihed  a  de¬ 
claration  in  which  they  obfervea, 
provided  the  fpirir  of  the  regulation 
of  1674  were  preferved  inviolate 
in  behalf  of  the  ftadtholder,  that 
he  would  be  willing  to  co-operate 
with  the  burghers  in  mitigation  of 
their  taxes,  and  in  the  redrefs  of 
every  other  circumftancC  by  which 
they  imagined  tfyemfelves  aggrieved. 

The  fit  tuition'  of  the  Hates  of  Hol¬ 
land,  and  the  other  bodies  who  had 
originally  entered  into  the  contefl 
with  the  ftadtholder,  was  at  this 
time  extremely  critical.  The  prof- 
peCT  of  being  fupported  by  the  ar¬ 
my  had  already  been  regarded  by 
them  as  vague  and  uncertain.  The 
burghers  they  expedited  to  make 
fubfervient  to  their  views ;  but,  con¬ 
trary  to  their  expectations,  they 
had  no  foOner  taken  up  arms,  than 
they  found  an  object  relative  to  their 
own  interefts  and  privileges,  which 
better  deferved  their  purfuit  than 
the  blind  and  implicit  fupport  of  a 
felf-eleftive  magiltracy.  All  the 
views  of  the  latter,  in  favour  of  the 
refioration  of  the  beft  days  of  the 
republic,  as  it  had  exifted  in  the 
time  of  a  de  Ruytcr  and  a  de 
Witte,  mud  be  facrificed,  unlefs 
fome  immediate  alternative  was 
found  applicable  to  their  prefent 
fituation.  Thus  civcumflanced,  the 
party  of  the  magifl rates  in  Hol¬ 
land,  appear  to  have  been  gene¬ 
rally  convinced  of  the  propdety  of 
that  line  of  conduct,  which  it  was 
indifpenfibly  neceflary  for  them  to 
adopt.  Some  deviation  they  mull 
inevitably  make  from  the  plan  they 
had  originally  purpofed  to  purfue  ; 
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and,  with  a  manly  resolution,  they 
chofe  that  this  deviation  fhould 
rather  operate  in  favour  of  the 
rights  of  the  people,  than  for  the 
increafe  of  the  prerogatives  and 
domination  of  an  individual.  The 
power  of  filling  up  the  vacancies 
of  their  body  had  long  been  their 
mofl  favourite  privilege  ;  but,  not¬ 
withstanding  the  uripalatablenefs  of 
the  draught  that  was  propofed,  they 
Submitted  with  apparent  alacrity  to 
the  necefiity  of  the  cafe,  and  from 
this  time  co-operated  with  more  or 
lefs  fmcerity  or  conftancy  in  favour 
of  the  views  of  the  popular  party. 

We  know  not  whether  or  no  the 
alteration  which  now  took  place  in 
the  fentiments  and  conduct  of  the 
Senate  of  Utrecht,  wras  owing  to  the 
interference  of  the  magistrates  of 
the  other  provinces.  Be  that  as  it 
will,  fix  deputies  were  appointed, 
in  the  beginning  of  Auguft,  by  an 
aiTembly  of  magistrates  at  Amster¬ 
dam  from  the  different  parts  of  the 
"United  Netherlands,  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of  mediating  in  the  differences 
that  had  arifen  between  the  nna- 
giftrates  and  the  citizens  of  Utrecht; 
and  at  the  fame  time  the  fenate 
published  their  report,  which  had 
been  prepared  twelve  months  be¬ 
fore,  upon  the  fubjeft  of  the  pro- 
iedled  reform,  which  was  certainly 
intended  as  a  conciliatory  meafure. 
In  the  mean  time  this  proceeding 
by -'no  means  obtained  the  fuccels 
which  was  predicted.  The  people 
had  been  held  fo  long  in  fufpence, 
and  their  paffions  had  been  fo  great¬ 
ly  irritated  and  alarmed,  that  it  is 
pofhble  that  the  indulgence,  which 
would  have  {Satisfied  them  in  the 
fir  ft  inftance,  would  now  be  treated 
with  jealoufy  and  diSlatisfadtion, 
The  burghers,  proceeding  upon  a 
true  feeling  of  democratical  prin¬ 
ciples,  had,  in  the  year  1784,  at 
the  fame  time  that  nine .  cqmmiflN 
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oners  had  been  appointed  an  the* 
part  of  the  States,  and  two  depu¬ 
ties  on  the  part  of  the  fenate,  to 
conduct  the  fySern  of  the  reform, 
elected  twenty-feypn  perfons,  as  the 
delegates  of  the  inhabitants  at 
large,  to  watch  oyer  the  inter  efts 
of  the  democracy  in  this  great  bu- 
ftnefs.  Thefe  delegates,  at  the  fame 
time  that  they  expreiTed  their  ap¬ 
probation  of  the  general  Spirit  of 
the  report  which  was  now  publish¬ 
ed,  were  extremely  offended  at  not 
having  been  confuted  during  the 
pendency  of  the  deliberations,  and 
at  the  report’s  having  now  been 
made  public,  without  having  been  1 
previouily  communicated  to  them* 
Actuated  by  the  fpirit  of  freedom 
which  had  fo  long  animated  the 
proceedings  of  their  constituents, 
they  did  not  value  the  acquisition, 
that  was  made  in  favour  of  the  de¬ 
mocracy,  becaufe  the  manner  in 
which  it  was  made,  favoured  rather 
of  the  principles  of  a  narrower 
form  of  government.  Accordingly 
they  preSented  an  addrefs  to  the 
fenate,  demanding  to  know,  whe¬ 
ther  they  were  acknowledged  in  the 
character  of  delegates,  and  of  eon- 
fequence  admitted  to  deliver  the 
fentiments  of  their  constituents. 
Their  conduct  was  imitated  by  the 
deputies  of  the  eight  wards  of  the 
burghers  of  Utrecht,  who  preferr¬ 
ed -an  addrefs,  making  a  Similar 
demand  of  the  fenate  refpeCting 
themfelves. 

The  oligarchical  party  probably 
imagined  that  they  had  yielded  far 
enough  in  the  publication  of  the 
report,  and  regarded  the  objection 
of  the  delegates  as  captious  and  fo- 
phiilical.  Inftead  therefore  of  re¬ 
turning  an  immediate  anfwer  to  the 
demand  that  was  made,  they  de¬ 
puted  their  two  burgomafteis  to 
make  inquilition  into  the  affair,  and 
fo.|'  this  purpofe  to  propole  in  terror 
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gtft&ries  to  the  delegates  and  depu¬ 
ties.  Not  chufing  to  fubmit  to  this 
examination,  thefe,  latter,  having 
obtained  an  adjournment,  imme¬ 
diately  called  an  affembly  of  the 
burghers  at  large,  to  mftruft  them 
refpefting  the  conduft  it  might  be¬ 
come  them  to  purfue.  The  burgh¬ 
ers,  offended  at  a  proceeding  on  the 
part  of  their  magiftrates  fo  imme¬ 
diately  hoftile  to  the  principles  of 
democraticai  exertion,  thought  pro¬ 
per  to  repair  ill  a  body  to  the  ie- 
nate,  to  the  number  of  3330,  and 
in  this  manner  to  affure  them,  that 
their  delegates  were  aftually  cho- 
fen  by  them,  and  were  fully  au¬ 
thorized  to  fpeak  and  aft  in  their 
behalf.  The  fenate  was  again  alarm¬ 
ed  by  this  ftrong  and  peremptory 
appearance,  and,  under  the  influence 
of  this  alarm,  fuppreffed  the  report 
that  had  been  publifhed,  and  ap¬ 
pointed  a  new  com  million  ultimate¬ 
ly  to  concert  with  the  delegates  of 
the  citizens  the  regulation  it  might 
be  proper  to  introduce  inflead  of 
the  obnoxious  regulation  of  1674. 

If  the  oligarchical  party  in  the 
province  of  Utrecht  were  difpleafed 
with  the  fpirit  of  the  projected  mu¬ 
nicipal  reform,  it  was  not  probable 
that  they  would  be  reconciled  to  it 
by  the  meafures  which  were  adopted 
for  its  intfldduftidni  Dong  inured 
to  the  confidents  the  ftadtholder 
as  their  only  rival,  and  accuflomed 
to  a  paflive  and  implicit  obedience 
on  the  part  of  their  citizens,  they 
could  not  tamely  brook  the  violence 
and  compulflon  with  which  they 
were  treated.  Such  would  have 
been  in  all  cafes  the  feelings  of  a 
conliderable  body  in  the  political 
balance  under  thefe  circumftances : 
and  thefe  feelings  were  extremely 
improved  by  the  natural  obftinacy 
and  perfeverance  of  a  Dutch  con- 
flitution.  They  waited  therefore 
'■©rely  for  an  opportunity  of  signa¬ 


lizing  their  refentment ;  and  an  oc¬ 
casion  prefently  occurred,  fuch  as 
they  delired.  The  city  of  Utrecht 
was  an  objeft  beyond  their  ftrength. 
The  firmnefs  of  the  burghers  proved 
that  they  would  ultimately  fucceed 
againfl  all  internal  opposition  ;  and 
there  was  fcarcely  a  military  force 
in  the  whole  extent  of  the  republic 
f efficient  to  reduce  them  to  com- 
pullbry  fubmiflion,  But  if  they 
could  not  be  conquered  they  might 
be  terrified,  and  if  the  fiates  dare 
not  meet  them  in  the  moil  unqua¬ 
lified  fiyle  of  controverfy,  the}?" 
might  at  leaft  prove  in  an  indirect 
manner  how  averfe  their  inclina¬ 
tions  were  to  -the  meafures  that 
were  pu  r fued * 

The  fpirit  of  reform,  which  be¬ 
gan  in  the  city  of  Utrecht,  fpeedily 
communicated  its  influence  to  the 
other  towns  of  the  province.  Thefe 
towns  fo  far  as  they  are  reprefented 
in  the  affembly  of  the  ftates,  are 
four,  Amersfort,  Wyk,  Mont  fort, 
and.  Rhenen.  The  two  firit  of  thefe 
had  copied,  with  preciflon,  the  ffeps 
of  the  capital.  They  had  fubmit- 
ted  their  grievances,  and  had  ap¬ 
pointed  delegates  to  co-operate  with 
the  magi  ft  racy  in  the  conftruftion 
of  the  reform.  In  Wyk,  as  in 
Utrecht,  the  fenate  appears  at  fir  ft 
to  have  been  fufficie.ntly  favourable 
to  the  burghers,  and  to  have  pro¬ 
ceeded  do  provifiohal  'eleftions  ;  irj 
Amervfdrt  they  Were  more  confid¬ 
ent  afid  uniform.  Here  therefore 
it  was?  that  the  ftandard  of  hoftili- 
ties,  (for  fuch,  notwithftanding  the 
great  length  to  which  its  confe- 
quences  were  procraftinated,  it  de¬ 
fer  ves  to  be  confidered)  was  de- 
ftined  to  be  unfurled.  The  plan  of 
the  citizens  was  to  keep  pace  in 
their  democraticai  meafures  with 
the  burghers  of  Utrecht ;  and  ac¬ 
cordingly,  early  in  Auguft  th,ey 
directed  their  delegates  to  prohofe 
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the  queftion  to  their  magiftrates, 
whether  or  not  they  were  to  be 
conftdered  as  rccopnized  for  the  le- 
gal  representatives  of  the  citizens 
at  large.  Tills  queftion  was  an- 
fwered  In  the  negative ;  and  the 
burghers,  lefs  peremptory  than  thole 
of  Utrecht,  contented  themfelves 
withholding  their  meeting  at  a  dift- 
a  nee  from  the  Guild-hall,  or  place 
of  the  aftembly  of  the  Senate,  and 
fending  meffage  after  meffage  to  the 
tnagiftrates,  repeating  the  fame  de¬ 
mand,  To  put  an  end  to  this  im¬ 
portunate  application,  the  fenate 
pretended  to  come  to  an  abrupt 
adjournment  ;  and,  the  armed 
burghers  having  imitated  their  ex- 
ample,  they  immediately  reaffcm- 
bled,  and  voted  that  very  night, 
the  eighth  of  Auguft ,  that  a  re¬ 
quisition  fhould  be  made  to  the 
Rates  of  the  province,  demanding 
of  them  a  body  of  troops  to  keep 
under  reftraint  the  violence  of  the 
citizens.  This  requifition,  by  the 
contrivance  of  the  burgomafter  van 
iMufchenbroek,  was  not  fubmitted 
to  the  dates  at  large,  but  to  their 
council-committee  fitting  for  the 
difpatch  of  bufinefs.  rl  he  requi¬ 
fition  was  immediately  confirmed, 
and  being  ligned  by  four  of  the 
members  was  difpatched  to  the 
prince  of  Orange.  ; 

The  ftadtholder  was  by  this  vio¬ 
lent  and  unqualified  meafu re  placed 
In  a  very  critical  fituation.  His 
original  enemies  were  not  the  citi¬ 
zens,  but  the  refolute  adherents  of 
the  oligarchy  in  the  different  fates 
and  fenates  of  the  republic  ;  and 
In  thefe  original  enemies  he  had 
mote  tp  encounter,  than  he  well 
knew  how  to  fubdue.  If  indeed 
the  republic  came  to  blows  upon 
the  mere  oligarchical  queffion,  it 
was  probable  that  a  great  number 
of  the  inhabitants  would  join  the 
prince  of  Orange,  and  the  reft 
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holding  themfelves  neuter,  the  vic¬ 
tory  would  not  be  difficult  to  fe- 
cure.  But  even  in  this  cafe  the 
fuperioiity  of  the  prince  could  not 
be  made  permanent,  without  fuch 
an  entire  change  in  the  whole  form 
of  the  conftitution,  as  it  would  have 
been  perilous  and  unpopular  to  at¬ 
tempt.  To  . throw  the  burghers  in 
this  fituation  into  the  arms  of  the 
oligarchy,  had  the  appearance  of 
a  very  impolitic  meafu  re.  If  their 
claims  were  adverfe  to  the  preroga¬ 
tives  of  the  ftadtholder,  they  were 
not  lefs  adverfe  to  the  privileges  of 
the  municipal  aflemblies.  On  the 
other  hand  the  facrifice  that  was 
demanded  from  the  ftadtholder  was 
great;  and  the  proffered' alliance 
of  the  hates  of  Utrecht  valuable. 
To  concede  what  was  demanded 
by  the  burghers,  appears  to  have 
been  regarded  by  the  court  of  the 
prince  as  a  meafure  uncertain  in  its 
effedt.  His  policy  had  hitherto 
been  to  defend  with  inflexibility 
the  prerogatives  defeended  to  him 
from  his  anceftors,  and  it  was  only 
by  this  magnanimity  that  he  could 
expedf  to  intereft  all  the  princes  at 
Europe  in  his  favour.  The  de¬ 
mand  of  troops  was  accordingly 
granted,  the  towns  of  Amersfort 
and  Rhenen  received  the  garrifon  ; 
and  a  new  coalition  was  produced, 
avowedly  between  the  magiftrates 
of  Utrecht  and  the  ftadtholder  on 
the  one  hand,  and  in  a  more  covert 
manner  between  the  democracy  of 
.Utrecht  and  the  oligarchy  of  Hol¬ 
land  on  the  other. 

The  compliance  of  the  ftadthold¬ 
er  excited  the  moft  unbounded  fpi- 
rit  of  indignation  and  refillance  in 
various  parts  of  the  republic.  The 
aftembly  of  the  armed  burghers  of 
Utrecht,  in  their  own  name  and  in 
the  name  of  3360  inhabitants  of 
different  conditions,  called  upon  the 
fenate  to  make  the  ftritfelf  inquift- 
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fion  into  the  illegal  condudl  of  the 
roagidrates,  of  Amersfort,  of  the 
buryomafter  van  Mufchenbrcek, 
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and  of  the  council-committee  of  the 
ilates.  The  fenare,  urged  by  the 
delegates  of  the  citizens,  fhut  their 
gates,  brought  out  -the  cannon  of 
their  fortifications,  and  prepared 
for  refinance.  Adve'rtifements  were 
publifhed  in  the  newfpapers  on  the 
part  of  the  burghers,  calling  upon 
the  different  corps  of  volunteers  in 
the  republic  to  yield  their  immedi¬ 
ate  affidance  to  the  city  of  Utrecht 
in  its  prefect  perilous  fituation.  The 
inhabitants  of  Overyffel,  were  not 
behind  hand  with  the  inhabitants 
-of  the  province  of  Utrecht  in  the 
firmnefs  of  their  exertions,  and 
■here  there  had  as  yet  been  no  open 
anifunderfiandings  between  the  ci- 
mens  and  the  magi  Oracles,  The 
three  towns  which  are  reprefented 
in  the  dates  of  Overyffel  are  De¬ 
venter,  Campen  and  Zwol.  The 
tvvo  lad  of  thefe  were  attempted  to 
be  garrifcned,  but  the  fenate  fhut 
their  gates  upon  the  forces  of  the 
dadtholder.  The  dates  at  the 
fame  time  came  to  a  drong  refolu- 
tion,  condemning  in  the  moil  point¬ 
ed  manner  the  conduct  of  the  iiadt- 
holder,  in  endeavouring  to  filence 
the  complaints  of  the  burghers  by 
the  violent  introduction  of  an  arm¬ 
ed  force.  At  the  fame  time  the 
burghers  of  the  three  towns  we  have 
named, figned  a  very  extenfive  requi- 
fition  to  the  ltares  of  the  province, 
demanding  the  abolition  of  the  re¬ 
gulation  of  1674,  as  well  as  vari¬ 
ous  provifions  to  give  efficacy  for 
the  future  to  the  defires  of  the  in¬ 
habitants  at  large.  In  Holland  the 
democratical  fpirit  has  made  nearly 
an  equal  progrefs  ;  and  the  bur¬ 
ghers  of  Dort,  Leyden,  Delft, 
Schoonhoven  and  Amderdam  fepa- 
rateiy  demanded  from  their  magif- 
trates  the  enforcing  a  meature  for 


the  recall  of  the  garrifons,  and  for 
the  effectually  preventing  fuch  ar¬ 
bitrary  and  defpotic  proceedings  iti 
future. 

The  principle  by  which  the  oli¬ 
garchical  party  directed  their  pro¬ 
ceedings  ferves  greatly  to  illuftrate 
the  hi  dory  of  the  prefent  diffen- 
fiionp.  In  conformity  to  their  idea 
of  waiting  for  and  improving  the 
events  that  fnould  occur,  they  had 
made  little  progrefs  iince  the  ex- 
puldon  of  the  field-marfhal  prince 
of  Brunfwic,  in  October  1784. 
Some  tumults  had  taken  place  hi 
the  province  of  Holland  in  the  be¬ 
ginning  of  the  fubfequent  years 
and  thefe  were  probably  in  dome 
degree  encouraged  by  the  counfela 
of  the  dadtholder.  The  dates 
had  been  equally  aCtive  in  endea¬ 
vouring  to  fupprefs  proceedings, 
which  were  in  the  utmod  degree 
unfavourable  to  their  caufe.  But 
the  indignation  that  was  now  ex¬ 
cited  again  ft  the  dadtholder  in 
Utrecht,  in  Overyffel,  among  the 
burghers  of  Holland,  and  through 
the  volunteer  corps  in  the  whole 
extent  of  the  republic,  was  a  fenti- 
ment  too  favourable,  for  the  lead¬ 
ers  of  the  prevailing  party  in  the 
dates  not  to  endeavour  to  derive 
from  it  feme  fignal  advantage.  The 
occaiion  that  was  afforded  was  as 
aufpicious  as  they  could  have  de- 
fired.  The  licentious  proceedings 
of  the  populace  had  been  the  con- 
liant  llibjeCt  of  their  expodulation  ; 
thefe  proceedings  had  been  found 
more  frequent  and  inveterate  in  the 
refidence  of  the  Hague  than  in  any 
other  place,  and  they  were  no 
where  lb  dangerous  to  the  exid- 
encce  of  the  republic,  fince  the 
Hague  was  the  feat  of  the  dates 
of  Holland,  infinitely  the  mod  im¬ 
portant  affembly  wit  hin  their  limits, 
and  of  the  dates  general. 

On  the  fourth  of  September 

twelve 
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twelve  volunteers  of  the  corps  of 
the  town  of  Leyden  appeared  at 
the  Hague,  and  repaired  in  their 
uniforms  to  the  public  parade.  The 
inhabitants  of  the  Hague  in  gene¬ 
ral,  are  enthufialtically  devoted  to 
the  prince  or  Orange  ;  and  the  at¬ 
tempts  of  the  oligarchy  to  infinite 
a  body  of  volunteers  among  them 
had  always  mifcarried.  Accord¬ 
ingly  the  appearance  of  the  Leyden 
volunteers  was  a  phenomenon,  that 
was  infantly  remarked  by  the  po¬ 
pulace,  and  they  determined  to  iig- 
tialize  againft  them  their  loyalty 
and  their  duty.  Accordingly  they 
attacked  them  with  violence,  and 
having  driven  them  for  refuge  into 
a  neighbouring  houfe,  they  broke 
the  windows,  and  difplayed  other 
marks  of  riot  and  diforder.  A  part 
of  the  garrifon  detached  by  order 
of  the  f  adtholder  did  not  think  lit 
to  interfere  with  the  proceedings  of 
the  populace,  but  contented  them- 
felves  with  taking  into  cuf ody  the 
obje&s  of  their  attack,  and  fending 
them  olf  privately  by  night  to  the 
place  of  their  habitation. 

This  riot  was  not  in  reality  of  a 
very  formidable  nature,  but  the 
juncture  in  which  it  happened  was 
fuch  as  to  encourage  the  oligarchy 
to  decilive  proceedings.  The  de¬ 
puties  of  Haerlem,  a  town  which 
had  greatly  difinguifhed  itfelf  in 
eppofition  to  the  fadtholder,  re- 
prefented  to  the  hates  of  Holland 
the  long  continuance  of  the  riotous 
difpolition  of  the  people  of  the 
Hague,  the  ineffectual  remonfran- 
ces  that  had  been  made  for  the  em¬ 
ployment  of  the  garrifon  in  their 
fuppreffion,  the  connivance  and  fe- 
cret  encouragement  of  the  prince 
©f  Orange,  and  the  danger  that  re- 
fulted  to  the  freedom  of  their  deli¬ 
berations  from  thefe  alarming  pro¬ 
ceedings.  The  hates  immediately 
came  to  a  refolution  on  the  eighth 
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of  September,  to  charge  the  depii* 
ties  of  Haerlem  themfelves  with  the 
care  of  the  military,  patrole.  The 
deputies  immediately  entered  upon 
their  charge,  gave  the  watchword 
to  the  garrifon,  led  out  a  nightly 
patrole  to  the  amount  of  two  hun¬ 
dred  foldiers,  and  every  thing  was 
refored  to  lilenee,  tranquility  and 
fubmiffion. 

No  meafure  could  have  been 
adopted  by  the  hates  produClive  of 
fo  much  difpleafure  and  mortifica¬ 
tion  to  the  prince  of  Orange,  He 
immediately  remonhratedwith  them 
upon  their  proceedings,  and  claim¬ 
ed  the  undivided  command  of  the 
garrifon,  as  an  appointment  con- 
hantly  annexed  to  the  dignity  of  his 
htuation.  The  refult  of  his  re- 
monhrance  was  a  farther  refolution 
of  the  hates  confirming  and  jufify- 
ing,  the  meafure  they  had  adopted. 
Finding  that  he  could  obtain  no¬ 
thing  by  the  mode  of  remonO  ranee, 
the  fadtholder  withdrew  himfelf 
from  the  Hague  on  the  fourteenth 
of  September  1785,  with  a  refolu¬ 
tion  never  to  return  to  the  palace 
of  his  ancehors,  till  he  fhould  be 
completely  reinflated  in  the  prero¬ 
gatives  with  which  they  had  been 
invehed.  Various  were  the  reafons 
that  induced  him  to  this  mode  of 
proceeding.  He  was  tired  with  the 
long  and  unprofitable  eonti overly 
into  which  he  had  been  drawn  with 
the  fates,  and  neither  he  nor  his 
minifers  had  been  able  to  difeover 
any  line  of  conduct  by  which  it 
could  advantageoufly  be  terminated. 
Forbearance  and  delay  had  been 
found  barren  and  unproductive.  It 
was  time  to  try  the  effeft  of  contra¬ 
ry  meafures.  The  whole  people 
of  Holland  would  be  fir uck  with 
the  necefity  which  had  driven  him 
from  the  feat  of  fupreme  power, 
and  would  feel  more  vividly  than 
they  had  yet  done,  how  unprovok¬ 
ed 
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ed  and  undeferved  had  been  the  ex¬ 
tremities  that  had  been  employed 
again  ft  him.  The  inhabitants  of 
the  Hague  depended  upon  his  court 
for  the  half  of  their  fubfiftence, 
and  would  join  to  compel  the  ftates 
to  pacific  proceedings.  All  the 
princes  of  Europe  would  be  ftruck 
with  the  misfortunes  of  io  illuftri- 
ous  an  exile.  Great  Britain,  in 
whole  caufe  he  had  fullered,  and 
whofe  influence  in  Holland  fo  evi¬ 
dently  depended  upon  the  continu¬ 
ance  of  his  power,  would  loudly 
declare  herf^lf  in  his  favour ;  and 
the  king  of  Pruffia,  the  uncle  of 
his  confort,  would  bring  forth  his 
innumerable  troops  to  revenge  his 
multiplied  wrongs. 

If  the  oligarchical  party  were 
judicious  in  feizing  upon  and  im¬ 
proving  every  opportunity  that  fa¬ 
voured  their  deiigns,  it  is  equally 
true  that  the,  opportunities  which 
occurred  were  beyond  all  expecta¬ 
tion  aufpicious  to  the  revolution 
they  meditated.  The  war  with 
Great  Britain  had  ftruck  a  deep  and 
dangerous  blow  at  the  power  of  the 
ftadtholder,  at  the  fame  time  that 
it  had  been  the  natural  occaiion  of 
leading;  the  republic  into  the  alli¬ 
ance,  and  putting  them  under  obli¬ 
gations  to  the  generality  of  the 
court  of  France.  The  incroach- 
pients  and  the  plan  of  refumptions, 
that  had  been  formed  by  the  em¬ 
peror,  obliged  them  to  advance  if  ill 
farther  in  the  fame  direction.  The 
claims  of  Maeftricht  and  the  Schelde 
inevitably  thru  ft  the  Dutch  out  of 
the  habits  of  confederacy,  in  which 
they  had  ftood  during  the  prefent 
century  with  Great  Britain  and 
the  houfe  of  Auftria.  Of  courfe 
fhe  was  obliged  to  recur  to  the  ex¬ 
ample  of  a  more  diftant  period,  and 
the  intervention  of  the  French  king 
in  faving  them  from  the  humilia- 
iioji  that  would  otherwise  have 


been  impofed  upon  them  by  the 
emperor,  gave  him  a  title  to  their 
molt  fervent  gratitude.  Such  were 
the  events,  which  conftituted  the 
field  upon  which  politicians  were 
to  difplay  their  ingenuity  ;  and  the 
profoundnefs  and  fagacity  of  the 
leaders  of  the  party  in  the  ftates  of 
Holland  on  the  one  fide,  together 
with  the  dexterity  and  iniinuation 
of  the  miniftry  of  Verfailks  on  the 
other,  derived  every  pcflible  advan¬ 
tage  from  fo  uncommon  a  fltuation. 
The  inquifition  into  the  failure  of 
the  expedition  to  Breft  in  the 
month  of  September  1783,  was  not 
the  leaft  important  engine  in  the 
hands  of  thefe  able  ftatefmen. 

This  inquifition  had  commenced 
in  the  clofe  of  the  year  1783.  But, 
owing  partly  to  theobftacles,  which, 
either  in  appearance  or  reality, 
were  oppofed  to  its  progrefs  by  the 
party  of  the  ftadtholder,  and  partly 
to  thetardinefs  of  all  proceedings  in 
this  complicated  republic,  the  cora- 
miifioners  appointed  for  this  pur- 
pofe,  did  not  make  their  report  till 
the  month  of  June  1785.  In  this 
paper  no  acculations  were  brought 
home  to  the  prince  of  Orange  or 
his  minifters.  Many  judicious  re¬ 
marks  were  exhibited  upon  the  im- 
perfedlion  of  the  canftitution  of  the 
admiralties  of  Holland.  It  feems, 
that,  according  to  the  ftanding  or¬ 
ders  of  their  navy,  the  captains  of 
each  Blip  in  the  fervice  of  govern¬ 
ment,  w'ere  obliged  to  take  provifions 
on  board  at  their  own  rifque  ;  and 
were  not  permitted  to  charge  any 
more  to  the  public  account  than 
appeared  to  have  been  actually  con- 
fumed.  Owing  to  this  injudicious 
regulation,  the  commanders  were  in 
the  habit  of  providing  their  fliips 
with  as  fmall  a  ftore  of  provifions 
as  the  exigency  of  the  public  fer¬ 
vice  would  allow  ;  and  the  admi¬ 
ralties,  aware  of  the  fcantineis  of  the 
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demand,  did  not  keep  their  maga¬ 
zines  in  fuffi'cient  abundance  to  fup- 
ply  any  fudden  and  unforefeen  oc¬ 
casion.  In  the  mean  time  the  com* 
uiiiTioners,  though  they  admitted 
the  difadvantages  under  which  the 
fquadron  confequently  laboured, 
did  not  allow  them  to  amount  to  an 
evident  impoflibility  of  performing 
the  voyage  to  Breft.  They  main¬ 
tained  that  the  commanders  of  the 
fquadron  had  allowed  themfelveS 
too  wide  a  difcretion  upon  the  fub- 
jeCt,  and  were  unjuftiiiab’e,  after 
having  received  the  pofitive  orders 
of  the  ftates,  in  affuming  to,  judge 
for  themfelves  upon  the  expediency 
and  eligiblenefs  of  the  meafure. 
The  criminal  profecution  of  the 
officers,  though  not  direClly  recom¬ 
mended,  feemed  to  be  the  inevitable 
inference  from  the  report  of  the 
eommiffioners. 

The  ciofe  of  the  year  1784, 
fhould  appear  actually  to  have  ter¬ 
minated  all  profpeCt  of  a  war  be¬ 
tween  the  emperor  and  Holland. 
The  decifive  and  peremptory  coun¬ 
tenance  that  was  then  alfumed  by 
'the  court  of  France,  and  the  hu¬ 
mane  averfion  to  war,  that  we  have 
remarked  in  the  imperial  claimant, 
amounted  to  a  fufficient  guarantee 
C>f  the  truth  of  this  prediction.  But 
a  fecret  determination  not  to  enter 
upon  attual  hoftilities,  did  not  pre¬ 
clude  the  emperor  from  gaining  as 
much  as  he  could  in  the  mode  of 
negociation.  This  way  of  thinking 
in  the  court  of  Vienna,  together 
with  the  reluCtance  of  the  Dutch 
in  yielding  to  any  important  con- 
ceffion,  drew  out  the  fettlement  of 
the  affair,  and  afforded  a  theme  for 
the  conjectures  of  {peculators  dur¬ 
ing  the  greater  part  of  the  year 
1785.  A  condition  required  by  the 
emperor,  before  he  would  admit  of 
any  interview  between  his  ambaffa- 
dors.  and  the  eommiffioners  of  Hol¬ 


land,  was  the  fending  on  the  part 
of  the  Dutch,  two  envoys  to  the 
capital  of  their  adversary,  whofe 
bufinefs  fhould  be  to  make  a  formal 
and  public  lubmiffion  and  apology 
to  the  emperor,  for  the  infult  that 
had  been  committed  upon  his  flag 
in  the  affair  of  Lillo.  To  this  con¬ 
dition  the  Dutch  were  obliged  to 
fubmit,  and  the  barons  Walfenaer 
and  Leyden,  two  very  diftinguifhed 
members  of  the  nobility  of  the  re» 
public  were  fele&edfor  this  purpofe, 
and  executed  their  commiffion  on 
the  twenty -fifth  of  July.  The  hu¬ 
miliation  was  undoubtedly  fuch,  as 
could  fcarcely  have  been  expeded 
to  take  place  between  twro  equal 
powers  ;  and  fuch  an  often  tat  ion  of 
hauteur  on  the  part  of  the  head  of 
the  empire,  would  in  other  circum- 
ftances  have  excited  an  univerfal 
indignation  in  Europe.  But  the 
character  of  the  emperor  was  too 
well  underftood,  and  his  verfatility 
and  want  of  fyftem  too  notorious,  to 
render  the  meafure  in  the  prefent 
inftancc  in  any  degree  alarming. 

1  he  conferences  were  new  open¬ 
ed  without  delay  between  the  am* 
baffadors  of  Holland  and  Auftria 
at  the  court  of  Veriailles,  under 
the  aufpices  of  the  count  de  V er- 
gennes.  The  difenffion  however 
w'as  yu  far  from  being  eafy  ;  and 
the  emperor,  having  long  infilled  in 
vain  upon  the  ceflion  of  Maeftricht, 
now  changed  his  demand  into  that 
of  a  confiderable  film  of  money,  as 
a  compenfation  for  his  claim  upon 
this  important  fortrefs.  The  amount 
of  this  fum  was  eagerly  debated  ; 
and  at  length,  after  both  lides  had 
yielded  fomewhat  in  their  determi¬ 
nations  upon  the  fubjeCt,  it  was 
fixed  that  nine  millions  five  hun¬ 
dred  thoufand  florins  fliould  be  the 
compenfation  for  Maeftricht,  and 
five  hundred  thoufand  florins  for 
the  damage  which  had  been  fufferr 
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■ed  by  the  Auftrian  farmers,  from 
tne  inundations  of  Lilio  ;  the 
whole  being  equal  to  7^0,000 
pounds  fterling.  This  was  the 
principal  article  of  the  treary,  the 
preliminaries  of  which  were  figned 
on  the  twelfth  of  September.  The 
emperor  at  the  fame  time  renounced 
his  claims  upon  Maeflricht,  and 
the  Dutch  agreed  to  deftroy  the 
forts  of  Kruickfhank  and  Frederic 
Henry,  and  to  cede  to  the  emperor 
the  forts  of  Liefkenfhoek  and  Lilio, 
with  their  fortifications.  The  de¬ 
finitive  treaty  was  concluded  on  the 
eighth  of  November. 

A  treaty  of  perpetual  friendship 
and  alliance  had  been  for  fame  time 
in  negotiation  between  the  courts 
of  France  and  the  Hague,  and  it 
was  concluded  with  refpedt  to  its 
fubftance,  in  the  beginning  of  the 
prefent  year.  From  an  idea  of 
what  it  was  that  was  becoming  in 
the  office  of  a  mediator,  which  was 
the  fituation  in  which  Franc?  flood 
between  Holland  and  the  emperor, 
the  publication  of  the  treaty  was 
fuppreffed,  till  the  final  arrange¬ 
ment  fhould  be  formed  of  the  differ¬ 
ences  between  thefe  two  powers. 
It  accordingly  appeared  from  au¬ 
thority  on  the  tenth  of  November, 
two  days  after  the  fignature  of  the 
definitive  treaty  of  peace.  Thus 
k  was  that  ' the  party  of  the  dates 
in  the  republic  of  Holland,  arrived 
at  one  of  the  moft  confiderabie  ob¬ 


jects  in  their  fyftem  of  politics,. 
The  alliance  between  the  govern¬ 
ments  of  Ver failles  and  the  Hague- 
was  of  the  moil  intimate  and  cordial- 
nature.  They  agreed  for  mutual1 
alfiftance  in  all  cafes  of  attack  that 
fhould  be  made  upon  either  party, 
the  auxiliary  force  to  be  propor¬ 
tioned  to  the  occafion,  and  its  ex¬ 
pellees  to  be  defrayed  by  the  go¬ 
vernment  by  which  it  was  furnifh- 
ed.  Such  indeed  are  the  nature  of 
the  articles,  that,  taken  together, 
they  Denied  to  amount  to  a  coun¬ 
terpart  of  the  celebrated  family5 
compact.  A  revolution  of  a  very?' 
memorable  nature  was  thus  intro¬ 
duced  into  the  affairs  of  Europe. 
The  policy,  which  had  been  volun¬ 
tarily  chofen  by  Louis  the  Four¬ 
teenth,  and  which  had  afterwards' 
been  continued  contrary  to  the  in¬ 
clinations  of  France,  by  the  powers 
which  had  entered  into  alliance 
againfthim,  was  now  reverfed.  The 
ambitious  ideas  of  univerfal  mo¬ 
narchy,  which  had  fcarcely  been 
formed  by  that  monarch,  and  had 
fpeedily  been  renounced,  ceafed  to^ 
be  any  longer  the  terror  of  the 
neighbouring  countries.  France, 
from  being  avoided  as  a  monffer, 
entered  once  more  into  the  lilt  of 
the  members  of  the  European  com¬ 
monwealth,  and  was  confidered 
upon  a  level  with  her  neighbours 
in  the  delineations  of  policy,  and 
the  fpeculations  of  commerce. 


CHAPTER  IV. 

Meeting  of  Parliament,  Speech  from  the  Throne .  Addrefs .  Alteration  of 
the  Mutiny  Bill,  Duke  of  Richmond"* s  Fortifications  rejected.  Bill  for 
regulating  the  Militia .  Mr,  Marfbam1  s  Lie  cl  ion  Bill,  Lord  Mahon 's  BilL 

THERE  were  two  trains  of  expected  to  have  confiderabie  influx 
events,  which  took  place  in  ence  upon  the  proceedings  of  the 
She  year  1785,  and  which  might  be  feifiem  of  17861,  the  third  feffion  of 
a  the 
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the  exifting  parli ailien t.  Trade  and 
commerce  had  always  been  the  ob¬ 
ject  of  a  very  principal  attention  of 
the  miniftry  of  Great  Britain  ;  and 
now  that  the  tranquility  of  Eu¬ 
rope  was  once  again  reftored,  and 
that  we  had  been  weaned  by  a  fe- 
ries  of  the  moll  monifying  humili¬ 
ations  from  the  ideas  of  conquelt 
and  warlike  fplendor,  it  was  to  be 
expected  that  we  fliould  return  with 
double  elafticity  to  fb  favourite  a 
purfuit.  It  was  neceftary  to  this 
end,  if  the  ideas  of  national  inde¬ 
pendence  and  political  confequeiice 
fliould  even  be  put  out  of  the  con- 
lidcration,  that  we  fliould  maintain 
an  alliance  and  good  underflanding 
with  fome  of  the  more  confiderable 
powers  of  the  continent.  The  events 
of  1785  were  by  no  means  favour* 
able  to  either  of  thefe  views.  When 
the  public  alarm  was  excited  by  the 
difcovery  of  the  meditated  exchange 
of  Bavaria,  the  king  of  Great  Bri¬ 
tain  was  induced,  as  elector  of  Ha¬ 
nover,  to  enter  into  a  league  with 
the  king  of  Pruftia,  the  elector  of 
Saxony,  and  certain  other  princes, 
for  maintaining  the  independence 
of  the  Germanic  conftitution,  and 
defending  the  indiviftbility  of  the 
empire.  The  particulars  of  this 
league,  which  was  concluded  on 
the  23d 'of  July?  will  naturally 
Come  before  us,  when  we  proceed  to 
treat  of  the  concluding  tranfaCHons 
of  the  life  of  the  immortal  Frederic. 
In  the  mean  time  it  was  fuggefted, 
that  this  treaty  was  extremely  ini¬ 
mical  to  the  interefts  of  Great  Bri¬ 
tain,  fince,  of  all  the  powers  of  the 
continent,  the  emperor  was  fuppof- 
ed  to  be  one  of  our  mod  natural  al¬ 
lies  ;  and  fince  he  would  not  fail  to 
be  irritated  by  the  circumftance  of 
the  Britifli  fovereign  entering  into 
ftn  alliance  that  had  firft:  been  infti- 
tuted  in  direct  oppofuion  to  bis 
views. 


Other  events  of  the  year 
had  a  more  immediate  connection 
with  the  balance  of  commerce,  A 
convention  had  been  concluded  oil 
the  firft  of  July  1784,  between  the 
courts  of  Stockholm  and  Verfailles, 
and  was  publiftied  in  the  fpring  of 
1785.  The  object  of  this  treaty 
Was  to  cede  to  the  French,  on  the 
part  of  Sweden,  the  port  ©f  Got- 
tenburg  at  the  entrance  of  the  Ba!«^ 
tic,  as  a  free  port  and  magazine  of 
commerce,  in  the  room  of  Wifmar 
in  the  circle  of  Lower  Saxony, 
which  had  been  felected  for  that 
purpofe  by  a  convention  concluded 
between  .thefe  powers  in  the  year 
1741,  and  which  was  laid  to  be 
found  inadequate  to  this  purpofe* 
In  return  for  this  valuable  concef* 
fion,  the  court  of  France  ceded  to 
the  king  of  Sweden,  in  full  love* 
reignty,  the  illatid  of  Saint  Bar¬ 
tholomew  in  the  Weft  Indies.  An 
edi£t  was  publiftied  on  the  feven- 
teenth  of  July  1785,  by  the  court 
of  France,  abfoluteiy  prohibiting 
the  fale  of  various  Englifh  manii- 
failures  within  that  kingdom,  par¬ 
ticularly  fadlery,  hofiery,  wool¬ 
len  cloths,  and  hardware  ;  and  per* 
mitting  them  to  be  purchafed  by 
individuals  for  their  own  confump- 
tion,  fubjeit  to  a  double  duty  of 
thirty  per  cent,  in  the  firft  inftance, 
and  ten  pence  in  the  pound  in  the 
fecond.  An  ediCt  ftill  more  import¬ 
ant  and  alarming  was  publiftied  in 
the  month  of  December  bv  the  em- 
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peror,  totally  prohibiting  the  im¬ 
portation  of  Britifti  manufactures 
through  every  part  of  the  Auftrian 
dominions.  In  oppofition  to  thefe 
proceedings,  by  which  the  com-, 
merce  of  England  mu  ft  eventually 
be  narrowed,  a  treaty  was  at  this 
time  negociating  with  the  court  of 
Peterfburg,  and  another  more  me¬ 
morable  in  its  nature,  and  conii¬ 
derable  in  its  confequences,  was; 
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opened  relatively  to  the  fubjedt  of 
commerce,  with  the  court  of  Ver- 
failles.  This  was  undertaken  in' 
purfuance  of  a  provifion  for  that 
purpofe,  in  the  definitive  treaty  of 
peace,  and  the  negociator  appoint¬ 
ed,  under  the  appellation  of  envoy 
extraordinary,  and  minifter  pleni¬ 
potentiary,  on  the  ninth  of  Decem¬ 
ber,  was  Mr.  William  Eden.  This 
appointment  was  the  objcdt  of  con¬ 
siderable  animadveriion,  and  was 
reprefented  as  a  fignal  example  of 
political  apoflaey,  hnce  Mr.  Eden 
had  been  both  the  original  projec¬ 
tor  of  the  celebrated  coalition  in 
1783,  and  a  principal  mover  of  the 
iborig  refolutions  again  If  the  admi- 
nidration  of  Mr.  Pitt,  in  the  com- 
men  cement  of  1784. 

Befide  the  conliderations  of  com¬ 
merce,  together  xvkh  that  of  the 
national  debt,,  which  naturally  fell 
under  the  difeuffion  of  the  feffion 
of  parliament  upon  which  we  are 
about  to  enter,  there  were  Some 
circumftances  which  tended  to  re¬ 
vive  at  this  time  the  inexhauftible 
fubjedf  of  our  oriental  politics. 
Many  of  the  proviiions  of  Mr. 
PitTs  India  bill  had  been  very 
little  relifhed  by  the  European  in¬ 
habitants  g£  that  country,  particu¬ 
larly  thofe  which  took  from  them 
the  trial  by  jury,  and  which  efta- 
blifhed  an  inquifition  into  the 
amount  of  the  fortunes  they  accu¬ 
mulated  and  feveral  petitions  were 
remitted  from  India  in  relation  to 
this  fubjedt.  Mr*  Hading  s,  who 
had  governed  Bengal  during  the 
fpace  of  near  thirteen  years,  and 
who  by  his  conduct  had  furnifhed 
fo  many  fubjedts  of  acrimonious 
difeuffion  to  the  Englifh  parliament, 
had  quitted  Calcutta  in  the  month 
of  January,  and  arrived  at  Fal¬ 
mouth  on  the  fixteenth  of  June. 
Lord  Macartney,  the  great  rival 
and  aritagonift  of  Mr.  Huttings, 
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had  been  appointed  his  fuccefibr 
in  the  government  general  011  the 
twenty-feventb  of  February;  but 
owing  to  his  disapprobation  of  the 
meafure  of  relinquiffiing'  the  affign- 
ment  of  the  nabob  of  Arcot,  or  to 
fome  other  circumftance,.  he  did 
not  think  proper  to  accept  the  of¬ 
fice,  and,  having  quitted  India,  ar¬ 
rived  in  England  on  the  ninth  of 
January  1786.  Mr,  Mailings  wat 
therefore  fucceeded.  in  his  govern¬ 
ment  by  Mr.  John  Macpherfons 
fenior  counfellor  on  the  fpot,  the 
firil  object  of  whofe  adminUlratioij 
was  to  introduce  feveral  reforms  it* 
our  Indian  government*  and  re¬ 
trenchments  in  our  edabliflunents 
in  that  country. 

The  commencement  of  the  fed* 
fion  took  place  on  the  twenty-fourth 
of  January,  In  the  fpeech  from; 
the  throne,  the  king  informed  his> 
parliament,  that  the  difputes,  which 
appeared  to  threaten  an  interrupt 
tion  to  the  tranquility  of  Europe, 
had  been  brought  to  an  amicable 
conclusion,  and  that  he  continued 
to  receive  from  foreign  powers  the 
drongeft  ailurances  of  their  friendly 
difpofition.  At  home,  his  fubjedis 
experienced  the  growing  bleffings- 
of  peace  in  the  extension  of  trade* 
the  improvement  of  the  revenue^ 
and  the  increafe  of  the  public  cre¬ 
dit.  He  farther  cbferved,  that  the 
re  dilutions  of  the  lad  feffion  for  the 
adjudment  of  the  commercial  inter- 
courfe  between  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland,  had  been  by  his  direction 
communicated  to  the  parliament  of 
that  kingdom,  but  that  no  efledual 
flep  had  hitherto  been  taken  by 
which  they  could  be  enabled  to 
make  any  further  progrefs  in  that 
falutary  work.  He  remarked  to 
the  Houfe  of  Commons,  that  it  was 
his  earned  wifh  to  enforce  (Econo¬ 
my  in  every  department ;  at  tlW 
fame  time  that  he  particularly  re- 
6  commended' 
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commended  to  them  the  mainten¬ 
ance  of  our  naval  drength  on  the 
molt  refpectable  footing',  and  above 
all  the  eftablifhnsent  of  a  fixed 
plan  for  the  reduction  of  the  na¬ 
tional  debt.  The  flonrilhing  date 
of  the  revenue  would,  he  milled, 
enable  them  to  elf  eft  this  important 
meafure  with  little  addition  to  the 
public  burthens.  The  vigour  and 
refources  of  the  country  fo  fully 
manifelled  in  its  prefent  fituation, 
would  animate  parliament  to  the 
consideration  of  luch  meafures  as 
fhould  be  necedary,  in  order  to  give 
farther  fecurity  to  the  revenue,  and 
to  promote  and  extend  to  the  ut¬ 
most  the  trade  and  general  indudry 
of  the  nation. 

The  add  refs  in  reply  to  the  fpeech 
from  the  throne  was  moved  in  the 
fioufe  of  lords  by  the  earl  of 
Morton  and  lord  Fortefcue,  and 
it  was  propofed  as  an  amendment 
by  earl  Fitzwilliam,  that  the  para¬ 
graph,  relating  to  the  late  negoti¬ 
ation  with  Ireland,  Ihould  be  omit¬ 
ted,  as  containing  fentiments  which 
could  not  receive  the  approbation 
of  himfelf,  and  other  lords,  who 
bad  confiantly  exerted  themfelves 
for  its  defeat.  The  different  circum- 
flances  relative  to  the  prefent  con¬ 
dition  of  Great  Britain  and  Europe, 
were  animadverted  upon  at  fome 
length  by  earl  Fitzwilliam  and  lord 
vifeount  Stormont,  and  the  debate 
was  conducted  with  fpirit  on  both 
fides  of  the  houfe.  .Similar  ground 
was  taken  in  the  debate  in  the 
houfe  of  commons.  The  add  refs 
was  moved  by  Mr.  Smyth,  mem¬ 
ber  for  Pomfret,  and  Mr,  Adding¬ 
ton,  member  for  the  town  of  the 
Devizes ;  and  the  amendment  was 
propofed  by  the  earl  of  Surrey, 
Lord  Surrey  entered  into  fome  ex- 
pollulation  with  admini Oration  up¬ 
on  the  fubje£t,  and  enquired,  what 
neceffity  there  edified  for  mention¬ 


ing  the  refolutions,  after  the  decla¬ 
ration  from  the  throne,  that  no- 
farther  progrefs  could  be  made  re- 
lpefting  them. 

Mr.  Fox,  among  a  great  variety 
of  f objects,  upon  which  he  delcant- 
ed,  enlarged  particularly  upon  the 
political  fituation  of  this  country 
in  relation  to  foreign  powers.  He 
obferved,  that,  although  all  public 
treaties  were  avowedly  of  a  defen- 
five  nature,  yet  this  was  a  pretence 
which  could  not  deceive  an  enlight¬ 
ened  politician.  The  treaty,  there¬ 
fore,  into  which  the  houfe  of  Bour¬ 
bon  had  perfuaded  the  dates  of  the 
United  Provinces  to  enter,  and 
which  effectually  fecured  Holland 
in  their  hands,  was  to  be  confider- 
ed  as  a  treaty  hoftile  to  this  coun¬ 
try.  That  it  had  been  unadvif- 
abie  and  impolitic  for  the  dates 
general  to  enter  into  this  treaty  he 
verily  believed  ;  but,  as  the  treaty 
was  made  and  executed,  it  behoved 
adminiftration  to  be  vigilant  in  en¬ 
gaging  in  alliance  with  other  Eu¬ 
ropean  powers.  The  lad  war  had 
fufficiently  fhown  the  ill  conle- 
quences  that  arofe  from  the  negledf 
of  this  policy*  What  was  the  cafe 
at  prefent?  France  was  fafe,  by  her 
family  compadt  as  to  any  fear  from 
Spain  ;  and  file  had  now  quieted  all 
pofiibiiity  of  dread  from  Holland. 
Her  only  caufe  of  alarm  therefore 
was  the  court  of  Vienna,  and  that* 
pot  with  (landing  all  former  alTur- 
ances  of  good  fellowfhip,  and  the 
dill  more  endearing  bonds  of  fa  mi- 
ly  connexion,  was  a  condant  and 
ferrous  fource  of  alarm.  But  this 
caufc  of  terror  we  had  put  to  reft* 
baying,  by  our  late  conduct  in  re¬ 
lation  to  the  Germanic  league* 
given  his  imperial  majefty  great 
difguft,  and  rendered  his  feelings 
hoftile  to  Great  Britain.  This  was. 
the  only  circumflancc  France  had 
left  to  deftre ;  and  this  eircunfitanee 

we 
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we  had  provided  gratis,  at  a  mo¬ 
ment  when  Ole  would  have  paid  any 
price  to  obtain  it.  The  molt  fan¬ 
g-nine  dreamer  of  national  good  for¬ 
tune  in  that  country  could  not  have 
pictured  to  himfeif  the  poffibility 
of  fuch  a  profperous  event.  Mr. 
Fox  fpoke  with  equal  warmth  of 
the  degree,  in  which  we  ought  to 
value  the  alliance  or  Ruffia.  Vv  e 
had  palTed  over  the  mod  favourable 
opportunity  that  could  have  ariien, 
when  the  ernprefs  had  fettled  her 
differences  with  the  Forte  on  the 
fubject  of  the  Crimea  ;  but  he  was 
happy  to  underdand  from  good  au¬ 
thority,  that  a  negociation  had  now 
been  opened  for  this  delirable  pur¬ 
pose. 

Mr,  Fox  ridiculed  the  peculiar 
time  that  had  been  chofen  by  ad- 
miniftration  for  ieverai  important 
proceedings*  Lad  year,  alter  the 
propoiitions  had  come  over  from 
Ireland,  and  juft  as  the  Britilh  par¬ 
liament  was  called  upon  to  vote 
them,  the  new  board  of  trade  pro¬ 
ceeded  to  enquire,  whether  they 
were  fuch  as  it  was  fit  for  either 
country  to  adopt.  In  the  fame  man¬ 
ner  hr  James  Harris  had  prefented 
a  memorial  to  the  dates  general,  in 
oppolition  to  the  treaty  with  France, 
b at  unfortunately  not  till  a  fort¬ 
night  after  that  treaty  had  been 
concluded.  In  the  cafe  of  the  com¬ 
mercial  treaty,  for  the  negociation 
of  which  we  had  juft  appointed  an 
envoy,  the  time  chofen  for  fending 
him  out  was  equally  fingular.  By 
the  treaties  of  1782,  a  treaty  of 
commerce  .was  to  be  negociaied 
between  this  country  and  France, 
on  or  before  the  firft  of  January 
1786.  Mr.  Fox  declared  that  lie 
had  no  opinion  of  any  advantage 
re  lulling  to  this  country,  from  a 
commercial  treaty  between  Great 
Britain  and  France.  The  moment 
III  whin*  we  bad  quitted  every  con- 
14  86. 
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nebtion  of  this  fort  with  that  coun¬ 
try,  was.  the  very  era  he  would 
chufe  to  affign,  in  which  England 
had  grown  great,  profperous  and 
flourifhing. 

Mr.  Pitt  declared  in  reply  to  Mr* 
Fox,  that  hedhouid  by  no  means, 
take  upon  him  to  enter  into  the  de- 
-  fence  of  the  Germanic  league,  as 
he  was  ready  to  confefs,  that,  what¬ 
ever  might  prove  either  the  merit 
or  demerit  of  that  meafurc,  he  and 
his  colleagues  in  office,  were  by  no. 
means  entitled  to  plume  themfelves 
on  the  former,  or  to  take  fhame  to? 
themfelves  in  conieqiience  of  the 
latter.  As  to  the  connection  with. 
Hanover,  it  was  accident  alone 
which  had  placed  the  fovereignty 
of  that  country  and  of  this  in  the 
fame  hands ;  and  he  defied  to  have 
it  underfood,  that  Great  Britain 
was  by  no  means  committed  by  any 
league  entered  into  by  rhe  debtor 
of  Hanover  ;  nor  did  he  think  it 
incumbent  upon  the  minifer  of  this 
country,  to  lay  before  parliament, 
except  in  fome  fingular  cafes,  the, 
arrangements  that  might  have  been 
made  by  the  advice  of  the  m millers 
of  that  electorate.  The  only  way 
for  Great  Britain  to  avoid  embroil¬ 
ing  herfelf  in  the  quarrels  of  Han¬ 
over,  was,  for  our  adminif  ration  to 
Band  as  much  as  poffible  uncoil- 
nebted  with  Hanoverian  politics. 

Mr.  Fox  ridiculed  the  dUtipctjon.. 
of  Mr.  Pitt,  and  put  a  variety  of 
cafes  to  ill  Lift  rate  his  afenion.  at 
might  hereafter  happen,  that  cir- 
cumfances  would  make  it  an  cifen- 
tial  abt  of  policy  in  Great  Britain, 
to  join  the  court  of  Vienna,  and  to 
proceed  in  oppolition  to/the  league 
of  the  Germanic  princes.  I11  the 
fuppolition  of  fuch  an  evenq  could 
rhe  Britifh  troops  act  againlt  thof$ 
of  Hanover  r  Qr  to  make  the  caf£ 
ilronger,  and  yet  to  alfuipe  what 
was  very  poHible  j  fuppofe  the  e.lec- 
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tdr  of  Hanover  was  to  head  his 
troops  in  per  Ion,  and  this  would  be 
by  no  means  a  new  event,  who 
would  fay,  that  the  Britifh  army 
could  be  di redied  to  aft  hoOilely 
again  ft  troops  led  by  their  fove- 
reign,  in  the  charaftot  of  eleftor 
of  Hanover.  Mr.  Fox  appealed  to 
liifiorical  example  to  prove  the  ab- 
furdity  of  the  doftrine  advanced  by 
Mr.  Pitt.  King  George  the  Firlt 
had  entered  into  a  treaty  with  Den¬ 
mark  for  the  purehafe  of  Bremen 
and  Verden,  and  of  confeqtience 
had  drawn  down  upon  him  the  ven¬ 
geance  of  Sweden,  and  the  threat 
of  an  invafion,  the  mod  alarming 
and  the  mod  dangerous  to  the  li¬ 
berties  of  Englifhmen  of  any  they 
had  ever  had  occafion  to  expect. 
General  Stanhope,  at  that  time  the 
miniller  of  the  crown,  had,  when  the 
treaty  was  fird  heard  of,  come  down 
to  that  houfe,  and  ufed  precifely 
the  fame  fort  of  language  as  that 
uttered  by  Mr.  Pitt.  He  had  talk¬ 
ed  of  the  feparate  intereds  of  Great-' 
Britain  and  Hanover,  and  had  faid, 
that  the  BritifI)  parliament  had  no¬ 
thing  to  do  with  the  conduft  of  his 
majefly  refpefting  his  eleftoral  do¬ 
minions.  But  what  was  the  confe¬ 
quence  ?  The  very  next  year  ge¬ 
neral  Stanhope  was  obliged  to  alter 
his  tone,  and  urged  the  expences, 
to  which  the  king  was  expofed  in 
confequence  of  his  purehafe,  as  a 
plea  for  the  demand  of  additional 
■fupplies.  The  amendment  was  re¬ 
jected  in  both  houfes,  and  the  ad- 
drefs  carried  in  the  affirmative 
without  a  divifion. 

One  of  the  lubjefts  which  early 
engaged  the  attention  of  parlia¬ 
ment  was  relative  to  the  mutiny 
bill,  which  it  has  been  ufual  to 
renew  annually,  but  which,  on  ac¬ 
count  of  the  regularity  of  its  form, 
and  the  notoriety  of  its  claufes, 
ms  tifually  paifed  over  without  any 


particular  notice.  In  the  prefent 
feffion  a  variation  was  introduced 
into  this  bill,  the  tendency  of  which 
was  to  include,  as  the  fubjefts  of 
military  law,  not  only  officers  in 
aftual  fervice,  as  had  formerly  been 
done,  but  officers  upon  half  pay, 
and  officers  who  were  conflituted 
fuch  by  brevet,  without  receiving 
any  emolument  as  the  appendage 
of  their  rank.  This  alteration  ex* 
cited  little  notice  in  the  houfe  of 
commons ;  and  was  objefted  to  in  a 
very  curfory  way,  on  the  report  of 
the  committee  upon  the  mutiny 
bill  on  the  fixteenth  of  March,  by 
colonel  Fitzpatrick  and  general 
Burgoyne,  who,  having  called  for  a 
division  upon  the  qudKon,  the 
numbers  appeared,  ayes,  for  the  in¬ 
tended  claufe,  79,  noes  17. 

In  the  houfe  of  lords  the  matter 
was  taken  up  in  a  more  ferious  way, 
and  was  the  fubjeft  of  connderable 
animadverlion.  An  amendment  upon 
the  propofed  claufe  was  lirft  moved 
by  lord  Stormont,  by  which  the 
operation  of  military  law  Ikould  be 
extended  beyond  what  it  had  for¬ 
merly  ftood,  at  lead  according  to 
the  exprefs  words  of  the  mutiny 
bill,  to  include  officers  who  might 
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be  called  into  aftion  by  letter  of 
fervice,  by  an  order  from  the  war- 
office,  or  otherwise,  but  reftrifting 
it  to  fuch  as  were  in  aftual  em¬ 
ployment.  In  fupport  of  this 
amendment,  lord  Stormont  had  re-* 
cou  rfe  to  the  hi  dory  of  martial  law 
in  the  preceding  centuries.  In  an¬ 
cient  times  every  man  bore  arms, 
and  was  liable  to  be  called  forth  in 
the  fervice  of  his  country  ;  and  of 
confequence  military  law  was  exer- 
cifed  upon  every  man,  while  he 
was  in  aftual  fervice,  and  no  lon¬ 
ger.  Thus  thofe  princes,  who  had 
little  power  in  refpeft  of  civil 
government,  enjoyed  an  almoft  un¬ 
limited  authority,  when  at  the  head 
6  *  of 
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©f  their  Subjects  embodied  as  an 
drmy  ;  and  thus  magi  Urates,  whofe 
authority  was  circumscribed  at 
home,  adlimed  a  right  of  punish¬ 
ing  with  great  Severity,  when  act¬ 
ing*  as  commanders  of  troops.  For 
two  years  during  the  redsrn  of 
George  the  Second,  half  pay  o dicers 
had  been  expreily  included  in  the 
mutiny  bill  ;  a  circunillanee  which 
occasioned  meat  uneaiinefs  in  the 
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public  at  large,  and  was  much  re- 
lifted  and  debated  by  both  houfes 
of  parliament.  Accordingly  when 
rnen  had  grown  more  moderate 
upon  the  fubjedf,  that  provilion 
had  been:  withdrawn  from  the  bill, 
and  it  had  been  omitted  ever  Since* 
Lord  Stormont  faid,  that  he  felt  no 
particular  difpoiition  to  compliment 
the  preterit  minidry ?  when  he  de¬ 
clared,  that  he  did  not  believe  they 
had  any  hn liter  intention  in  mak¬ 
ing  the  alteration  in  quelliom  But 
they  had  negligently  or  carelefsly 
adopted  a  claufe,  of  the  Serious  and 
alarming  •  confec] uences  of  which 
they  were  not  Sufficiently  aware. 

Lord  Sydney  obferved  in  reply* 
that  Several  mitances  had  lately  oc¬ 
curred,  which  fuggefted  the  pro¬ 
priety  of  the  alteration  of  the  mu¬ 
tiny  bill,  that  was  now  Submitted 
to  the  deeiiton  of  the  houfe.  He 
alluded  to  the  cafe  of  general  Stuart, 
who,  having  been  a  major-general 
by  brevet  only,  and  having  de¬ 
manded  a  court  martial  to  enquire 
into  his  conduct,  had  not  been 
deemed  by  adminidration  to  be  liv¬ 
able  to  be  tried  by  military  law. 
The  cafe  of  general  Rofs*  who 
was  charged  with  the  publication 
of  a  libel  againft  general  dr 
Robert  Boyd,  lieutenant-governor 
of  Gibraltar*  and  who  on  that  ac¬ 
count  had  been  referred  by  the 
Sovereign  to  a  trial  by  a  court  mar¬ 
tial,  but  whofe  intended  trial  had 
been  fuperfeded  by  an  unanimous 
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opinion  of  the  twelve  judges*  was 
fuppofed  td  have  been  more  inti¬ 
mately  concerned  in  occasioning  the 
alteration  of  the  mutiny  bill,  and 
was  accordingly  dated  by  Mr.  Pitt 
iri  the  houfe  of  commons.  Lord 
Sydney  added  that  there  were  many 
military  officers  who  were  not 

Hindered,5’  the  term  by  which 
thole  liable  to  military  law  were 
deferibed  in  mutiny  bills*  fitch  as 
governors,  lieutenant-governors  and 
others;  and  Surely  it  could  not  but 
be  thought  perfectly  reafonable,  that 
officers,  likely  to  excrcife  command* 
Should ,  for  the-ir  conduct  during  Such  * 
exercife,  become  amenable  to  the 
trial  of  a  court- martial. 

Thefe  in  (lances  were  not  admit” 
ted  to  be  cafes  in  point  by  the 
lords  in  opposition.  General  Stuart 
was  indeed  a  major-general  by  bre¬ 
vet  only  ;  but  he  had  a  captain’s 
cemmiffion  in  the  army,  and  receiv¬ 
ed  pay  as  Such,  and  was  of  confe- 
quence  a-  Subject  perfectly  compe¬ 
tent  to  military  trial.  The  cafe  of 
general  Rofs  was  a  cafe  of  that  de¬ 
scription  or  perfons,  who  neither 
were,  nor  ought  to  be,  capable  of  a 
trial  by  court-martial.  It  was  ob¬ 
served  by  lord  Loughborough,  that* 
according  to  the  contlitution  of  this 
country,  a  (landing  army,  was-:  ille¬ 
gal.  The  neceSSities  of  the  date 
had  indeed  rendered  the  mainten¬ 
ance  of  Such  an  army  a  matter  of 
expediency  ;  but  it  had  always  been  ‘ 
the  fubjeid  of  extreme  parliament¬ 
ary  jealoufy.  The  mutiny  bill  was 
a  bill  which  it  behoved  their  lord- 
fliips  to  watch ;  and  every,  e  ven 
the  (lighted  alteration,  in  an  a£t  of 
this  nature,  ought  to  be  well  weigh¬ 
ed,  and  attentively  considered,  be¬ 
fore  it  was  adopted  The  arguments 
of  lord  Sydney  were  too  futile  to  be 
considered  as  the  foundation  of  So  im¬ 
portant  a  meafure ;  and  lord  Lough¬ 
borough  mull  therefore  Still  remain 
E  2  '  incapable 
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incapable  of  divining?  upon  what 
rational  ground  adminiftration  reli¬ 
ed  their  proceedings,  or  could  jufti- 
fy  the  innovation.  People  without 
doors,  he  feared,  would  conftrue  it 
into  a  fecret,  but  determined  delign, 
in  the  prefent  government,  to  lap 
the  conilitution  ;  and  would  appre¬ 
hend  that  they  were  proceeding  by 
rapid  {hides  to  effed  their  purpofe. 
They  one  day,  none  knew  upon 
what  pretence,  took  away  the  trial 
by  jury  from  a  large  defer! ption  of 
fubjedts  at  home  ;  and  another  day 
they  did  the  fame  with  refped  to  a 
fet  of  gentlemen  who  were  ferving 
thejr  country  in  India.  Severe  was 
the  hardfliip  of  fub  jetting*  men  in 
civil  life  to  be  tried  by  courts-mar¬ 
tial,  not  only  for  offences  at  this 
time  known  and  defined  in  the  ar¬ 
ticles  of  war,  but  for  oftences  as 
yet  unknown,  and  which  the  fove- 
reign  had  hereafter  the  power  to 
create.  Too  manifeffc  was  the  in- 
juitice  of  fuch  treatment  towards 
perfons,  who  defired  no  emolument 
from  the  rank  which  they  held  in 
the  army.  On  this  occallon  he, 
confidered  it  as  his  indilpenlible 
duty,  to  advife  government,  unlefs 
they  had  determined  upon  a  mere 
wanton  exercife  of  power,  upon  an 
adtion  to  {how  that  all  law  was  to 
originate  in  their  pleafure,  nor  pre¬ 
cipitately  to  embrace  a  proceeding 
pregnant  with  the  in  oft  fatal  con¬ 
sequences. 

The  earl  of  Sandwich  expreffed 
his  furprife  that  an  innovation  of 
fuch  an  alarming  magnitude  Ihould 
be  received  with  indifference,  For¬ 
merly  any  extension  of  the  mutiny 
bill  would  have  fet  the  people  in  a 
flame.  It  was  no  uncommon  thing* 
for  noblemen  and  people  of  family 
to  take  put  a  brevet  commiftion  for 
various  purpofes,  as  a  matter  of  con¬ 
venience,  or  for  a  temporary  object. 
He  had  himfelf  done  to  in  the  year 


1 745,  when  Several  other  peers  as* 
well  as  he,  raifed  regiments  and 
went  againft  the  rebels.  Was  it 
fair,  that  upon  this  account  he 
fliould  be  deprived  of  his  birth¬ 
right  and  be  refufed  a  trial  by  his 
peers  ?  Was  it  the  intention  of  ad- 
mi  nifl ration  to  make  ufe  of  this 
odious  provilion,  as  a  threat  in  ter- 
rorem  over  the  members  of  that 
houfe,  and  as  a  means  of  moulding 
parliament  to  their  purpofes  r  The 
amendment  of  lord  Stormont  being 
rejedted,  upon  a  divifton,  ayes  42, 
noes  18,  it  was  renewed  in  a  dif¬ 
ferent  form,  firit  by  lord  Lough* 
borough,  and  then  by  viicount 
Townfhend.  It  was  fupported  by 
the  duke  of  Manchefter,  the  earl 
of  Carlifle,  lord  Rawdon,  and  lord 
Portchefter ;  and  was  oppofed  by 
lord  Thurlow  and  the  earl  of  Ef¬ 
fingham. 

An  objedt,  which  engrofted  much 
of  the  attention  of  parliament  and 
the  public,  during  the  period  of 
which  we  are  treating,  related 
to  the  plan  of  fortifications,  which 
had  originally  been  fuggefted  by 
the  duke  of  Richmond.  As  a  mat¬ 
ter  of  revenue  it  had  been  the  deftga 
to  Vote  for  this  purpofe  <jq»ooo1*  pef 
annum,  till  the  whole  fhould  bf 
completed,  or  ftiould  be  brought 
into  a  condition  of  coniiderable  for- 
wardnefs.  But  this  defign  was  in¬ 
terrupted  in  confequence  of  a  dif- 
pofition,  difplayed  by  a  confide  ruble 
party  in  the  houfe  of  commons, 
and  by  the  country  gentlemen,  to 
difapprove  of  the  meafure.  In  the 
preceding  feffion,  in  confequence 
of  the  immediate  fuggefijon  of  co¬ 
lonel  Baird,  a  board  of  land'  and 
fea  officers  was  propofed  to  be  ap¬ 
pointed  to  invefligate  the  merits  of 
the  lyftem  ;  and,  in  the  mean  time, 
not  only  no  additional  fum  was 
voted  for  the  purpofe  in  the  com¬ 
mittee  of  fupplv,  but  it  was  agreed 
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by  admmiilration,  that  the  fum  of 
5-0,00:].  voted  in  the  year  1784, 
but  rot  yet  expended,  fhould  be  re- 
ferved,  till  the  matter  had  under¬ 
gone  a  complete  inveftigation,  The 
board  of  officers  was  appointed  un¬ 
der  his  majeiiy’s  lign  manual  on 
the  thirteenth  of  April  1785.  The 
names,  which  were  originally  pro- 
pofed  as  handing  at  the  -head  of  this 
liil,  were  general  Conway,  lord  Am - 
herd  and  lord  vlfcount  Towndiend  ; 
but  each  of  thefe  thought  proper, 
to  decline  taking  any  fhare  in  the 
bufinds,  in  confequence  of  the 
duke  of.  Richmond,  their  junior  as 
an  officer,  being  appointed  to  pre¬ 
fid  e  at  the  board5.  The  names  of 
thofe  who  actually  affided  were 
lieutenant-generals  earl  Percy, 
earl  Cornwallis,  fir  Guy  Carleton, 
fir  William  Howe,  fir  David  Lind- 
fay,  fir  Charles  Grey,  lord  George 
Lenox  and  John  Burgoync,  toge¬ 
ther  with  fix  major-generals.  The 
naval  officers  were,  vice-admirals 
Barrington  and  Milbank,  rear-ad¬ 
mirals  Graves  and  lord  Flood,  to¬ 
gether  with  captains  Hctham,  Mac- 
bride,  Bowyer,  Luttrel,  fir  John 
Jervis,  and  dr  Andrew  Snape  Ham¬ 
mond.  Their  report  was  made  to 
the  king  on  the  2gth  of  Tune  fol- 

■g  4  0  ‘  ** 

lowing* 

The  edimate  of  the  ordnance  was 
brought  up  in  the  committee  of  fup- 
ply  on  the  tenth  of  February  ;  and 
upon  this  occafion  Mr.  Pitt  thought 
proper  to  give  feme  account  to  the 
lioitfe  of  the  proceedings  of  the 
board  of  officers,  and  of  the  nature 
of  their  report.  Fie  paid  many  com¬ 
pliments  to  the  names  of  the  officers, 
and  to  the  dneerity  and  affiduity 
with  which  they  had  exerted  them- 
felves  in  the  bufmefs.  Several  fpe- 
cific  fuhjcds  were  originally  pro- 
poied  to  them  for  their  enquiry, 
among  which  they  were  particular¬ 
ly  called  upon  to  afcert&in,  whe¬ 


ther  our  dock-yards  at  Plymouth 
and  Poftfmduth  could  be  thought 
fafe  and  defenfible  m  the  event  of 
war,  by  a  naval  force  alone,  by  a 
military  force  alone,  or  by  a  naval 
and  military  force  combined.  To 
this  their  anfwer  was,  that  neither 
a  naval  nor  a  military  force,  nor 
even  an  union  of  both,  were  by 
any  means  a  fufficient  fecu rity  for 
the  dock-yards,  independent  of  for¬ 
tification.  They  were  farther  di¬ 
rected  to  examine  whether  the  plans 
of  fortification  propofed  by  the  maf- 
ter  general  of  the  ordnance  were 
fufficiently,  calculated  for  the  pur- 
pole,  aiid  were  fuch  as  were  eli¬ 
gible  to  be  adopted.  To  this  they 
had  replied,  that,  on  the  moft  ma¬ 
ture  deliberation  and  diligent  en¬ 
quiry,  the  plans  alluded  to  were 
thought  perfectly  adequate  to  the 
defence  intended,  and  were  the 
moft  eligible  that  could  be  fugged- 
ed,  not  only  as  being  the  lealt  ex¬ 
pensive  in  the  conftrudion,  but  al¬ 
io  as  requiring  a  fmaller  force  to 
man  them,  than  any  other  that  could 
be  propofi  d.  They  iikewdfe  receiv¬ 
ed  in  it  ructions  to  report,  to  the  king 
fueh  other  remarks  as  might  occur 
to  them,  independently  of  the  par¬ 
ticular  points  fpccifically  feleded, 
and  which  they  might  think  con¬ 
ducive  to  the  public  advantage  in 
that  department  •  and  they  had  con- 
fequently  fuggefted  many  tifeful 
hints  of  a  mifcellaneous  and  gene¬ 
ral  nature,  which  he  traded  might 
be  employed  to  confiderable  advan¬ 
tage.  After  their  report  had  been 
completed,  the  plans  had  been  far¬ 
ther  referred  to  the  board  of  en¬ 
gineers,  with  diredions  to  eftimate 
the  expence  of  carrying  them  into 
execution.  This  efiimate  he  had 
now  brought  up  for  the  information, 
of  the  houfe  $  but  they  mull  lee 
how  imprudent  it  would  be  for  hi  in 
to  lay  before  the  public  a  matter  of  fo 
E  3  ierious' 
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ferious  and  delicate  a  nature,  as  the 
report  of  the  naval  anti  military  of¬ 
ficers  refipebting  fo  important  afub- 
jebt  as  the  defence  of  our  dock- 
yards. 

The  adverfarics  of  the  fortifica? 
tions  were  by  no  means  fatisfied 
■with  the  withholding  entirely  the 
report  of  the  board  of  officers, 
though  they  admitted  the  propriety 
there  might  be  for  referving  cer¬ 
tain  parts  which  it  might  not  be  fafe 
publicly  to.  divulge,  Mr.  Sheridan 
obferved,  that,  pnlefs  fuch  a  dilcri- 
mi  nation  were  made,  and  unlefs  the 
report  were  in  fame  degree  brought 
before  the  houfe,  they  were  exactly 
in  the  fame  fituation,  in  which  they 
had  flood  before  their  board  was 
appointed  •  and  inftead  of  having 
the  queftion  fully  before  them  as 
Mr.  Pitt  had  promifed,  not  on  the 
affertion  of  an  individual,  of  a  mi¬ 
nifter,  or  of  any  man  in  office,  but 
on  the  authority  of  a  number  of 
naval  and  military  officers  of  known 
char. idler,  experience  and  integrity, 
they  would  ftili  have  nothing  but. 
thebaic  affertion  of  the  minifter,  as 
a  guide  to  their  judgment.  He 
would  not  entertain  a  doubt  but 
that  Mr.  Pitt  intended  to  be  accu¬ 
rate  in  his  ilatcment,  and  that  he 
had  delivered  what  he  conceived  to 
be  a  correct  account  of  the  outlines 
of  the  report.  But  the  report 
might  be  liable  to  different  conftruc- 
tions,  and  it  was  neceffary  that  the 
Ihoufe  fhould  be  enabled  to  judge 
pf  it  by  abtual  infpedtion. 

The  obfervations  of  Mr.  She¬ 
ridan  were  ftrengthened  by  general 
Burgoyne,  who  thought  himfelf 
obliged  in  fome  meafure  to  take  care, 
|efl,  in  confequence  of  a  ?xprchen- 
fible  filence,  he  Ihould  be  confider- 
fd  as  admitting  the  fuggeftions  of 
Mr.  Pitt  in  their  utmoft  extent,  as 
a  ccrrebt  reprefentation  of  the  re¬ 
port  of  the  board,  fie  hoped  and 
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trufted  the  minifter  would  lay  he? 
fore  the  houfe  as  much  of  the  re¬ 
port,  as  might  be  fubn  itted  to  pub? 
lie  perufal  without  violation  of  dif- 
cretion,  or  danger  to  the  ftate. 
Unlefs  this  were  done,  it  was  im? 
poffible  for  the  houfe  to  determine 
juftly  with  regard  to  the fenuments 
of  the  members  of  the  board.  It 
was  well  known  that  cafes  hypo¬ 
thetically  put,  admitted  only  of  a 
diredt  anfwer  given  under  the  ad- 
million  of  the  hypothefis.  It  re¬ 
mained  to  be  ascertained,  whether 
the  cafe,  which  was  put  hypotheti¬ 
cally,  was  a  cafe  fufficientiy  within, 
probability  to  deferve  attention. 
Pie  would  by  no  means  betray  any 
ftate  fecret,  or  be  guilty  of  a  breach 
of  the  confidence,  under  the  feal  of 
which  he  flood  as  a  member  of  the 
board  in  queftion  ;  but  without 
fearing  to  incur  this  imputation,  he 
would  fay,  that  feveral  of  the  cafes 
which  had  been  fubmitted  were 
mere  poftulata,  and  were  hypothe¬ 
tically  as  extravagant,  as  if  it  were 
a  Iked,  “  Suppofe  by  fome  ftrange 
convulfion  of  nature  that  the 
flraits  between  Dover  and  Calais 
fhould  be  no  more,  and  that  the 
coafis  ftiould  meet  and  unite,  would 
it  not  be  politic,  expedient  and  ab- 
folurely  neceffary  to  fortify  the 
ifihmus,  or  neck  of  land  between 
France  and  England:5’  General 
Burgoyne  had  ever  entertained  a 
high  opinion  of  the  military  fkill 
of  the  duke  of  Richmond;  but  he 
had  found  him  more  expert  anft 
fcientific  in  engineer  ng  than  his 
partiality  had  fiiggefted  ;  and  of 
confequence,  though  he  had  fpent 
a  great  part  of  his  ljfe  in  the  prac¬ 
tice  of  tallies,  he  had  returned 
from  the  board  with  frefti  informa¬ 
tion  upon  the  fubjebt.  There  was 
a  mode,  general  Burgoyne  obferved, 
gfconfirubting  a  fyllogifm,  by  mul¬ 
tiplying  and  branching  out  the 
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tnain  proposition  into  numerous 
others,  #md  placing  it  in  a  variety 
of  point;  of  view  by  means  of  quef- 
tions,  fo  put,  that  human  reafon 
could  not  withhold  its  alien t  to  any 
one  of  the  particulars,  and  yet  the 
mind  of  every  man  would  revolt 
from  the  general  refult.  Upon  this 
occafion  he  flattered  himfelf  the 
ho ufe  would  give  him  credit  for  not 
confidering  the  queftion  relative  to 
the  fortifications  with  any  party 
impreffion  or  bias.  'The  queftion 
was  beyond  the  reach  of  party  ; 
it  was  in  his  mind  the  mod  import¬ 
ant  and  the  moft  intereiting,  whe¬ 
ther  confidered  as  a  queition  of 
fciehce,  of  revenue,  or  of  conftitu- 
tion,  that  was  ever  iubmitted  to  the 
deciiion  of  parliament. 

jt 

It  appeared  in  the  progrefs  of  the 
bufinefs,  that  the  objections  of  ge¬ 
neral  Burgoyne  had  been  fupported 
by  earl  Percy,  and  that  their  opi¬ 
nions  had  been  in  many  refpeCts 
hoftile  to  the  intended  fyftem  ; 
though  they  were  charged  by  Mr. 
Pitt  with  in'coafiftehcy,  in  having- 
given,  to  the  earlier  queftions  that 
were  offered  to  them,  anfwers  fa¬ 
vourable  to  the  ideas  of  the  duke  of 
Richmond.  Captain  Macbuide,  one 
of  the  naval  officers,  was  pointed 
in  his  condemnation  of  the  whole 
fyftem,  and  his  addition  of  the 
utter  inutility  of  all  kinds  of  forti¬ 
fication,  for  the  national  defence  ; 
and  he  allured  the  ho  life  that  his 
opinion  had  alfo  the  fandtion  of 
admiral  Barrington.  The  majority 
however  of  the  board,  appears  to 
have  been  greatly  in  favour  of  the 
fyftem,  and  there  was  in  no  cafe, 
to  the  queftions  that  were  put, 
either  to  the  naval  or  military  offi¬ 
cers,  an  entry  of  more  than  three 
dillents  out  of  the  whole  number. 

The  difputes,  that  were  thus  ex¬ 
cited  refpeCting  the  real  opinions  of 
the  members  of  the  board,  appear 
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to  have  given  additional  animation 
to  the  leaders  of  either  party  ;  and 
Mr.  Sheridan  was  fo  fanguipe  as  to 
declare,  that,  if  the  papers  that  were 
demanded  from  aiminiftration  were 
granted,  and  if  they  bore  out  Mr. 
Pitt  in  the  reprefentation  he  had 
made  of  the  report  in  all  its  parts, 
he  would  for  one  abandon  all  idea 
of  op  poling  the  propofal  of  fuffer- 
irig  the  money  in  queftion  to  b$ 
applied  to  the  fortifications.,  Mr. 
Pitt  in  return,  took  up  the  pledge 
of  Mr.  Sheridan,  and  replied,  that* 
if  it  fhould  ultimately  appear  that 
the  report  of  the  board  of  officers 
did  not  fully  and  explicitly  juftify 
the  meafure,  he  would  himfelf  en¬ 
tirely  relinqiiifh  it,  and  not  require 
a  Hulling  from  parliament  for  the 
purpofe  of  carrying  it  into  execu¬ 
tion.  Mr,  Viner,  on  the  thirteenth 
of  February,  moved  a  call  of  the 
houfe,  for  the  purpofe  of  giving 
greater  folemnity  to  this  important 
deliberation.  The  motion  how¬ 
ever  was  oppofed  by  Mr.  Pitt,  as 
calculated  to  create  an  unneceffiary 
delay  ;  and  the  houfe  having  di¬ 
vided,  the  numbers  appeared,  ayes 
54,  noes  100.  The  greater  part  of 
the  papers  that  were  demanded  were 
granted  by  adrni  dill  ration,  and  the 
quefiion  was  not  brought  forward 
for  ultimate  deciiion,  till  a  fortnight 
fubfequent  to  the  motion  of  Mr. 
Viner. 

O11  this  ocenfion  Mr.  Pitt  ob~ 
ferved,  that  it  had  been  his  original 
intention,  to  have  fullered  the  mat¬ 
ter  of  the  fortifications  to  have  been 
decided  by  a  fort  of  indirect  vote  in 
the  committed  of  fupply ;  but,  from 
the  extraordinary  degree  of  cenfure 
and  animadverfion  it  had  experien¬ 
ced,  and  from  the  determined  oppa- 
fitidn  which  it  teemed  to  be  the  in¬ 
tention  of  many  to  exert,  he  was 
induced  to  wifli,  that  a  different 
method  of  arguing  the  queftion. 

E  4  fhould 
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•flic u id  be  adepted,  and  that  the 
matter  fhould  be  brought  forward 
in  the  mod  fpecific  shd  fole'mn  man- 
net;  *  He  accordingly  moved  a  re- 
-folotioiV,  i<;  that  it;  appeared  to  the 
fiotife,  that'  to  provide  effectually 
for  iffc  tiring  the  dock  yards  of 
Bortfirvcuth  and  Plymouth  by  a  per¬ 
manent  lyftem  of  fortification,  found¬ 
ed  upoh  the  mod  oeconomical  prin- 
'ciples,-  and  requiring  tH'e  fmalled 
-number  of  troops  pollible  to  anfwer 
the  purpofe  of  filch  fecurity,  was 
•a ii  effential  object  for 'the  faletv  of 
the  date,  intimately  conceded  with 
the  general  defence  of  the  kingdom, 
and  heccflfary  to  enable  the  fleet  to 
a£t  with  full  vigour  and  effect,  for 
the ;  pi  otedion  of  commerce,  the 
fcppoit  of  our  diftant  p.ofleffions, 
and  the  pfofecution  of  often  live 
“'Operations  in  any  war,  in  winch  the 
featibh  might  hereafte r  be  engaged . 5 J 

'  To  prove 'the  utility  of  the  toni¬ 
fications,  Mr.  Pitt  appealed  to  the 
tmfdrttmate  "and  calamitous  filia¬ 
tion  in  which  we  were  placed  in  the 
late  war.  A  confiderable  part  of 
our  fleet:  was  confined  to  our  ports, 
in  order  to  protect  bur  dock  yards  ; 
and'  thus  we  were  obliged,  to  do 
'what  Great  Britain  had  never  be¬ 
fore  done-,  to  carry  on  a  *  defen  five 
war,  a  War,  in  which  we  were  un¬ 
der  •  thy  neeeffity  of  wafting  our 
•refourcea,  and  impairing  our  Itrength 
without  any  prof peer  of  any  poffible 
benefit  by  which  to  mitigate  our 
dilbefs,  Mr.  Pitt  felt  the  queflion 
to  be  a  portion  of  that  momentous 
fyftemy  which  challenged  from  its 
nature  the  vigilance  and  fupport  of 
every  admidifi ration.  Shame  and 
affliction  were  brought  upon  us  by 
the  Atywican  war.  Was  the  houfe 
ready  to  Hand  refponfible  to  pofle- 
rity,  for  a  repetition  of  fimilar  miff 
fortunes  and  difgrace  ?  Were  they 
willing  to  take  upon  themielves  the 
J^nard  of  trauiminlng  tp  the  next 


generation  the  dangers  and'  cala¬ 
mities  which  they  had  themfelves 
fo  bitterly  experienced  ? 

Mr.  Pitt  obfer ved,  that  the  quef- 
tion was  not  now  for  the  firfl  time 
to  be  difeufled,  and  that  from  what 
had  paiTefl  in  the  houfe  in  the  laid 
fellion  he  thought  there  was  very 
little  room,  compatibly  with  con- 
fiffency  of  conduct,  for  .the  oppo¬ 
sition  which -was  intended  to  be 
given  to  the  piefent  meafure.  Par¬ 
liament  had  then  feemed  to  be 
aware,  that  they  were  not  competent 
to fuch  an  enquiry,  as  was  ne cedar y 
towards  forming  a  proper  lodgment 
upon  the  Rib jefit.  It  had  been  on 
-all  hands  agieed  that  it  was  in  a 
great  meafure  a  quell  ion  of  con¬ 
fidence,  and  they  had  therefore  ac- 
quiefeeddn  his  pro  pol'd  of  fending 
it  to-  the  arbitration  of  a  board  of 
land  and  lea  officers,  to  be  conftff 
tuted  for  that  exprefs  purpofe.  The 
board  had  confided  of  every  tiling 
that  was.  great  and  refpefitable  in 
th-e  two  profeflions,  and  they. had 
given  to  the  fubjefil  a  higher  degree 
of  'coniideration  and  refearch,  than 
had  ever  been  known  on  fitch  an 
occafion  in  any  other  age  or  coun¬ 
try.  The  report,  which  had  been 
made,  was  in  itfelf  fo  cii refit  and 
conclufive.  as  to  the  neeeffity  of  the 
meafure,  thin  it  ought  completely  to 
determine  the  quell  ion,  whatever 
authority  it  might  be  thought  pro¬ 
per  to  alcribe  to  the  reafon s  that 
had  been  alligned  of  a  collateral 
mu  ure, 

Mr.  Pitt  was  very  affiduous  in 
remc.  ing  the  objections,  that  had 
been  advanced  in  order  to  diminifh 
the  ci edit  of  the  report.  He  ob¬ 
fer  ved,  that  it  had  been  imputed  to 
ad  mi  nifl  ration,  that  the  in  ft  ructions 
given  to  the  board  of  officers  were 
Rich,  as  confined  them  to  the  necef- 
fity  of  coming  to  one  certain  refult, 
by  means  of  data  propoled  to  their 

con* 
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confiderarion,  which  were  merely 
hypothetical,  and  afforded  no  lati¬ 
tude  to  them  for  the  exercife  of 
their  judgment.  But  how  was  it 
paffible  this  fhouid  be  the  cafe, 
when  the  two  fir  if  data  if  granted, 
decided  upon  ''the  neceffity  of  efta- 
bl idling  fortifications,  and  when 
the  whole  board  were  unanimous 
in  admitting  them  ?  Was  it  credi- 
ble,  that  fuch  men  could  have  been 
duped  by  chimerical  hypothefes,  id 
abiurd  and  extravagant  as  to  be 
tantamount  to  a  convulfion  of  na¬ 
ture  ?  The  principal  data  upon 
which  feveral  parts  of  the  report 
proceeded,  were  alfo  not  the  original 
data  referred  to  the -board  ';  but 
inch  as  they  thought  ne  cellary  to 
introduce,  and  fubfticute,  as  a  foun¬ 
dation  for  their  ultimate  opinions. 

The  objection  upon  which  fome 
reliance  had  been  placed  reflecting 
the  diffent  of  certain  members  of 
the  boa pii  had  already  been  fuffici- 
ently  in  veffi gated.  Earl  Percy  and 
general  Burgoyne  had  joined  with 
the  reft  of  the  board  in  the  fir  ft 
opinions,  with  refpect  to  the  necef- 
•fity  of  fortifications ,  but  they  af¬ 
terwards  by  a  fubfequent  propofi- 
tion  declared, that, though  neceffary, 
they  were  ufelefs,  becaufe  we  were 
not  mailers  of  a  fufticient  military 
force  to  man  them.  If  this  were 
the  cafe,  our  fituatidn  muft  be  de¬ 
plorable  in  the  extreme,  Mr.  Pitt 
felt  himfelf  in  a  painful  fituatlon  at 
being  obliged  to  canvas  the  opinion 
of  a  nobleman  in  his  abfence  :  the 
nation  however  need  not  defpond 
at  the  profpehf,  thus  unintentional¬ 
ly,  he  was  convinced,  prefented  to 
them  by  the  nobleman  in  queftion. 
T  he  papers,  laid  upon  the  table  in 
confequence  of  motions  made  by 
the  enemies  of  the  meafure,  clearly 
refuted  this  opinion.  It  appeared, 
that  in  the  year  1779  we  had  about 
fifty  three  thou  fund  men  in  Eng- 
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land,  who  were  conftantly  and  uni* 
formly  increafing,  till,  in  the  year 
1782,  they  amounted  to  feventy- 
one  thoufand.  Belide  all  this  our 
forces  in  Great  Britain  bore  Scarce¬ 
ly  any  proportion  to  thofe,  which 
we  were  obliged  todiftributethroug-h 
our  then  extenftve  dominions,  and 
which,  from  our  prefent  fituation, 
it  was  riot  likely  would  be  ib  much 
fcattered  in  a  future  war.  It  was 
therefore  abiurd  to  imagine,  as 
fome  perfons  had  done,  that  any. 
neceffity  would  enfue  from  this 
meafure  of  augmenting  the  Handing 
army.  The  board  of  officers  had 
declared,  that  the. plan  of  fortificaf 
tion  proposed,  Was  not  only  the  bell 
calculated  for  the  defence  of  the 
dock-yards,  but  that  It  was  fucji  as 
was  capable  of  being  ‘ferved  with 
the  fma!  left  number  of  troops.  They 
had  added  yet  a  farther  recommend¬ 
ation,  and  affirmed,  that  the  fyftem 
was  calculated  even  in  an  unfinifli- 
ed  and  imperfect  Hate,  to  afford 
great  means  of  defence,  and  that 
every  part  of  the  fortifications, 
though  wanting  all  other  affiftancc, 
would'  prove  highly  advantageous 
and  iifeful. 

It  had  been  one  objection  with 
the  enemies  of  the  fyftem,  that  the 
idea  of  fortification  was  new  and 
unprecedented  in  this  country.  But 
this  after  tion  Mr.  Pitt  was  prepared 
to  combat  in  the  moft  diredt  and 
pofitive  manner.  He  appealed  to  the 
ftatutes  of  king  Henry  the  Eighth, 
for  the  truth  of  his  obfervation. 
The  fame  policy  was  ob ferved  by 
queen  Elizabeth,  and  formed  a  con- 
fid  erable  pait  of  the  defence  pro¬ 
vided  by  that  great  princefs ‘again  ft 
the  expeded  attack  of  the  armada. 
During  the  reign  of  the  houfe  of 
Stuart,  the  fame  fyftem  was  occa- 
lionally  continued.  Under  queen 
Anne,  when  the  vidories  of  the 
Britifti  arms  were  forming  the  ad¬ 
miration 
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miration  of  Europe,  our  anceftors 
did  not  think  it  incompatible  with 
their  fame  or  their  liberties,  to  ap¬ 
ply  a  -considerable  l'um  to  the  forti¬ 
fying  the  moil  vulnerable  parts  of 
their  coails.  In  the  war  before  the 
laft,  not  indeed  the  la  if  war,  the 
war  of  contrail  with  the  la  ft,  a  pe¬ 
riod  to  which  it  might  be  fuppofed 
he  was  fomewhat  partial,  a  war  in 
which  the  name  of  Britain  was  ex¬ 
alted  above  the  higheft  and  the 
proudeft  of  the  nations,  the  fame 
fyliem  of  policy  had  been  purfued, 
and  the  idea  of  fortifications  had 
been  extended  even  to  fo  inconfi- 
derable  a  place  as  Milford-haven 
in  South  Wales. 

As  to  the  expence  attending  the 
building  of  the  works,  he  flattered 
himfeif,  that  his  fentiments  on  the 
finances  of  his  country  were  not  a 
back  ground  figure  in  his  political 
character.  It  was  too  well  known 
how  much  his  feelings  were  engag¬ 
ed,  not  only  by  the  duties  of  his 
fiation,  and  the  propenfities  of  his 
mind,  but  by  confederations  of  his 
perfonal  reputation,  which  was 
deeply  committed  in  the  quell  ion, 
to  exert  every  nerve,  to  arm  all 
his  vigilance,  and  to  concentre 
his  efforts  towards  that  great  objedt, 
by  which  alone  we  could  have  a 
profpeeft  of  tranfmitting  to  our  po¬ 
sterity  that  fource  of  eafe  and  com¬ 
fort  of  which  ourfelves  were  in 
want,  an  efficient  finking  fund  for 
the  liquidation  of  the  national  debt. 
But  he  was  not  to  be  feduced  by 
the  plaufible  and  popular,  he  would 
change  his  language,  and  fay  the 
facred  name  of  ceeonomy,  to  fore¬ 
go  the  reality,  and  for  the  fake  of 
adding  a  few  hundred  thousands 
more  to  the  linking  fund,  render 
perhaps  for  ever  abortive  the  fink¬ 
ing  fund  itfelf. 

Mr.  Pitt  obferved,  that  there  was 
a  couhderation  which  ought  to  have 
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more  weight  than  any  other,  and 
this  was,  that  the  fortifications,  ber 
ing  calculated  to  afford  complete 
fecurity  to  the  dock-yards,  would 
enable  our  fleet  to  go  on  remote 
fer vices,  and  carry  on  the  opera¬ 
tions  of  war  at  a  diftance,  without 
expofing  the  materials  and  feeds  of 
future  navies  to  deflrubtion  by  the 
invafion  of  an  enemy.  It  had  been 
infinuated  that  the  iecond  datum  in 
the  inftrydtions  had  proceeded  upon 
the  fuppofltion  of  the  fleets  being 
abfent  for  an  improbable  time.  The 
fleet  had  been  abtent  in  the  laft 
war  for  a  time,  nearly  equal  to 
that  which  was  fuppofed,  upon  a 
fervice  with  which  this  country 
could  not  have  diipenfed  without 
facrificing  the  moll  brilliant  fuccefs 
of  the  war.  Had  we  been  then  in 
fear  of  an  attack  upon  our  coafis, , 
which  from  reafons,  not  proper  to 
be  mentioned,  we  happened  not  to 
be,  Gibraltar  and  the  yg$own  of 
defending  it  muft  have  been  for 
ever  loft.  But  it  was  not  only  by 
foreign  expeditions,  that  we  might 
lofe  the  aid  of  our  fleet  in  cafe  of 
an  invafion  ;  it  might  fo  happen,, 
that  the  Ihips,  though  in  the  very 
channel,  might  be  prevented  by 
contrary  winds,  tides,  and  other 
contingencies,  from  arriving  to  the 
aililiance  and  relief  of  the  dock-1 
yards.  Upon  the  whole  Mr.  Pitt 
thought  the  prefent  queftion  was 
rather  to  be  confidered,  as  connect¬ 
ed  with  our  naval  eftablifhnient, , 
than  with  thofe  either  of  the  army 
or  the  ordnance.  Were  it  to  be 
alked,  why  the  fum  to  be  required 
for  thefe  fortifications  had  not  been 
demanded  for  ilrengthening  the  na¬ 
vy,  he  would  fairly  anfwer,  that 
the  money,  which  would  prove  fuf- 
ficient  to  accomplish  thefe  works, , 
would  not  build  fo  many  (hips  as 
would  ferve  for  the  defence  of  our 
molt  valuable  harbours.  There  was 
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feefidcs  a  certain  degree  beyond 
Which  the  navy  of  this  country 
could  not  go.  There  was  a  certain 
number  of  (hips  beyond  which,  fhe 
could  neither  build  nor  man  any 
more.  The  true  limit  he  could  not, 
nor  would  it  be  proper  for  him  to 
affign  ;  yet  in  the  nature  of  things 
fuch  a  limit  muff  exiH.  But  there 
could  never  be  any  .line  drawn,  to 
reffrain  the  fecit rity  which  we  ought 
to  provide  for  our  dock-yards, 

■  What  could  be  the  feafon,  that 
made  gentlemen  on  the  other  fide 
of  the  houfe  fo  anxious  to  impede 
the  meafure  r  Were  they  bold 
enough,  to  flake  themfelves  upon  a 
quefiion  of  fuch  awful  magnitude, 
and  to  Hand  forward  with  decided 
vehemence  as  the  oppofers  of  a 
meafure,  which  parliament,  think¬ 
ing  itfelf  incompetent  to  icrutinize, 
had  referred  to  the  higheft  profef- 
fional  authority,  and  about  which 
the  mini  tiers  of  the  crown,  who 
could  have  no  perfonal  feelings  upon 
the  fuhject,  except  fuch,  as,  from 
eonfiderations  of  their  own  eafe 
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and  advantage,  were  hoftile  to  the 
proceeding,  declared  themfelves  to 
be  fo  much  interefled,  as  to  be  un¬ 
able  to  reft  upon  their  pillows  fo 
long  as  it  remained  in  fufpenfe  ? 
Mr.  Pitt  called  upon  the  houfe  to 
beware  how  they  buffered  them¬ 
felves  lightly  to  be  drawn  into  a 
line  of  pondudt,  which  might  involve 
their  poiterity  in  accumulated  evils ; 
and  he  lug^efled  to  their  recollec¬ 
tion  the  remorfe  which  they  mull 
feel,  if  they  fhould  hereafter  find, 
that  they  had  by  an  ill-timed  per¬ 
tinacity  upon  the  prefent  occafion 
brought  upon  their  country  cala¬ 
mity  and  ruin.  ' 

The  oppof  tion  to  the  meafure  of 
the  fortificath  ns  was  opened  by  the 
country  gentlemen.  Mr.  Ballard 
animadverted  with  much  freedom 
ffpon  the  manner  in  which  the 


board  of  enquiry  had  been  mili¬ 
tated,  and  the  manoeuvre  by  which 
three  of  its  moil  fkilful  members 
had  been  excluded  from  taking  their 
feats.  He  treated  the  fcheme  of 
fortifications  of  the  duke  of  Rich¬ 
mond  as  not  lefs  chimerical  and 
viiionary,  than  the  romantic  abfurd- 
ities  of  Don  Quixotte.  He  dwelt 
with  particular  force  upon  the  dan¬ 
ger  that  he  conceived  would  refuit' 
to  the  conflitution,  and  upon  the 
defertion,  which  would  thus  be  ex* 
-hibited  in  the  face  of  the  world,  of 
our  natural  defence,  and  the  wood¬ 
en  walls  of  England.  The  nation 
had  always  entertained  an  extreme 
jealoufy  of  whatever  looked  like 
an  increafe  of  the  Handing  army. 
With  refpect  to  the  militia,  our 
more  favourite  defence,  had  it  not 
derived  its  greateft  recommendation 
from  the  circumflance  of  its  mem¬ 
bers  mixing  fo  much  with  the  peo¬ 
ple  in  their  houfes,  and  thus  pre- 
ferving  their  character  as  citizens, 
rather  than  holding  themfelves  out 
as  foldiers  ?  The  militia  indeed 
had  been  called  the  f'chool  of  the 
army  ;  and  this  undefirable  de- 
lcription  would  become  fully  {uni¬ 
fied  by  our  fhutting  them  up  in 
fortreffes,  and  keeping  them  Sepa¬ 
rate  from  their  fellow  ftibjecls. 
Their  Hrong  holds  might  then  bp 
denominated  lcminaries  for  foldiers, 
and  univerfities  for  Praetorian  bands. 
Mr.  Ballard  felt  little  difficulty  in 
difeovering,  that  the  great  objedl 
was  to  relinquifh  that  method  of 
defence,  which  from  the  prudent 
choice  and  fandlion  of  our  anceffors 
had  rifen  into  importance  and  ce¬ 
lebrity.  He  for  one  could  not  re- 
prefs  his  indignation  at  the  idea  of 
tearing  the  e align  of  Britrfli  glory 
froin  the  mall  head,  and  fixing  it  to 
the  Han  hard  of  the  ramparts  of  a 
military  garrifon.  He  allured  Mr. 
Pitt,  that  the  feufc  of  the  country 

was 
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Was  decidedly  again  ft  his  fyftem; 
that  the  deicription  of  perfons, 
by  whom  he  would  find  himfell  op- 
pofed  this  day,  were  not  actuated 
by  party  motives,  or  with  a  view 
to  factious  purpofes ;  and  that  they 
Rood  up  the  impartial  and  inde¬ 
pendent  advocates  of  their  country. 

Sir  William  Lemon  purfued  the 
ohjedBons,  of  Mr.  Baftard  •  and  par¬ 
ticularly  obferved  how  ili-timed  it 
was,  to  recommend  a  plan  of  forti¬ 
fications  to  the  houfe,  when  it  had 
not  yet  been  afcerta’ned  whether 
our  conflitutional  force,  the  militia, 
was  to  be  called  out  annually  or 
not.  He  did  not  impute  any  ill 
defign  to  the  prefent  adminifiration ; 
but  he  conceived,  that,  in  the  hands 
of  a  weak  prince  and  of  wicked 
minifters,  the  propofed  fyftem  might 
grow  into  a  formidable  engine  of 
prerogative,  and  be  turned  againft 
the  freedom  and  conftitution  of 
Britain.  Mr.  Walwvn,  lately  elect¬ 
ed  member  for  the  city  of  Hereford, 
begged  leave  to- recommend  it  to 
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Mr.  Pitt  voluntarily  to  abandon  a 
meafure,  to  which  the  public  in  ge¬ 
neral  were  extremely  averfe.  He 
Hid  that  report  had  confidently  af¬ 
firmed,  that  the  fentiments  of  the 
minifter  were  not  with  the  fyftem, 
and  that  he  was  by  no  means  its 
fincere  advocate  ;  and  he  hoped  the 
report  was  true.  Vifcount  Mahon 
jollified  the  meafure,  and  refted  its 
defence  in  particular  upon  the  cir- 
cum dance,  that  the  neceiftty  of  for¬ 
tifications  was  admitted  on  all  hands, 
and  that  the  true  question  lay  be¬ 
tween  the  exilling  fortifications, 
Which  required  a  very  large  body 
of  troops  to  man  them,  and  the 
plan  of  the  duke  of  Richmond, 
the  tendency  of  which  was  to  de¬ 
er  eafc  the  number  of  troops  that 
Would  be  requifite",  and  which 
therefore  ought  to  be  a  favourite 
with  thofe  per  fobs  who  entertained 
;jU  z 


a  conflitutional  jealoufy  of  a  hand¬ 
ing  army.  The  fyftem  was  farther 
defended  by  lord  Hood,  fir  Charles 
Middleton,  captain  Berkeley,  cap¬ 
tain  Bowyer,  captain  Luttrel.  Mr. 
Hawkins  Browne,  and  Mr.  Dun- 
das.  It  was  oppofed  by  general 
Burgoyne,  Mr.  Marfham,  Mr. 
Wvndham,  Mr.  Courtenay,  lord 
North  and  Mr.  Fox. 

Captain  Macbride  treated  the 
whole  conffrudtion  of  the  report  in 
a  ft  vie  of  the  moft  farcaftic  ridicule. 
He  affirmed,  that  the  duke  of  Rich¬ 
mond  had  employed  the  moft  afto- 
nifhing  art  and  fineffie  to  endeavour 
to  warp  the  opinions  of  the  naval  of¬ 
ficers  in  favour  of  his  fyftem.  Fail¬ 
ing  in  that,  he  had  recourfe  to  a 
piece  of  mummery,  which  the  cap¬ 
tain  deferibed,  and  which  had  expo- 
fed  the  mafter-general  to  the  ridi¬ 
cule  of  the  whole  country.  The 
conduct  of  the  duke  through  the 
whole  progrefs  of  the  affair  was 
utterly  unprecedented.  He  rather 
guided  and  dictated  the.  decifions, 
than  merely  prefided  in  the  affiem- 
bly.  It  had  been  the  firft  board  of 
officers  that  ever  was  conftituted, 
where  queftion  and  anfwer  came 
from  the  prefident  and  the  ienmf 
members.  In  every  other  cafe  the 
junior  officer  gave  his  opinion  firft  ; 
in  this  the  eftablifhed  mode  of  pro¬ 
ceeding  was  completely  reverfed. 

Colonel  Barre  renewed  upon  this 
occafion  the  oppolition  he  had  for¬ 
merly  given  to  the  fyftem  of  the 
duke  of  Richmond.  He  obferved, 
that,  when  the  houfe  had  done  him 
the  honour  to  adopt  his  advice  in 
the  laft  fefiion,  he  certainly  had  not 
intended  by  a  board  of  land  and 
fea  officers,  a  paltry,  narrow,  cir- 
cumfcribed  plan,  that  fliould  relate 
only  to  two  particular  lpots  of  the 
ifland.  He  had  had  in  his  contem¬ 
plation  the  conduct  of  the  wifeft 
princefs  that  ever  reigned,  who  at 

a  period 
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a  period  of  extreme  pen!  had  taken 
advantage  of  the  collected  wifdom 
of  every  thing  that  was  expe¬ 
rienced  in  both  lervicesin  her  king¬ 
dom.  The  board,  which  he  had 
wiftied  to  fee  inftituted,  was  a  board 
of  great,  refpedtable  and  inde¬ 
pendent  characters  ;  men,  who  had 
no  vote  to  give,  no  favours  to  look 
for,  no  frowns  to  fear ;  men,  who 
would  have  done  their  duty  without 
the  confideration.  of  whom  the  re¬ 
fute  would  gratify,  and  whom  it 
“would  difpleafe.  Their  objedt  was 
to  have  been  to  enquire  into  and 
report  the  bed  mode  of  defence  of 
the  kingdom.  They  would  have 
added  upon  a  large  fcale,  and  taken 
an  extenilve  furvey  of  the  whole. 
They  would  not  have  comprefled 
their  bufmefs  into  ten  days  a.  t  Portf- 
mouth,and  ten  days  at  Ply  mouth,  but 
would  have  employed  a  due  pro¬ 
portion  of  time  in  the  deliberate 
difeharge  of  their  duty.  The  duke 
of  Richmond,  colonel  Barre  ac¬ 
knowledged,  had  great  abilities,  and 
great  affiduity.  He  was  acute,  fei- 
entifical,  and  a.  perfect  m after  of 
argument  in  debate.  No  wonder 
that  he  was  too  much  for  a  let  of 
brave  officers,  whofe  chief  Hull  was 
to  out  with  their  lower  deck  tier  and 
make  ready  for  aCtion.  No  won¬ 
der  that  the  refpedlable  officers  who 
had  eonflituted  the  board,  whofe 
charaClers  he  revered,  and  to  whofe 
authority  he  bowed  in  fubmiffion, 
were  found  incapable  to  cope  with 
the  duke  in  a  logical  conteft.  The 
colonel  paid  a  very  high  compli¬ 
ment  to  the  integrity  and  abilities 
of  fVIr,  Pitt.  He  could  not  account 
for  his  having  taken  fo  a&ive  a  part- 
in  the  rer  om  men  elation  of  fo  wild 
and  ufelefs  a  project,  but  by  fopr 
poftng  that  his  confcieirce  had  been 
furp riled,  and  that  he  alio  had 
fallen  a  lacrificq  to  the  fophiilry  of 
the  mafter-general, 
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Mr,  Sheridan  particularly  dif- 
tinguiffied  himfelf  in  this  debate. 
He  immediately  followed  lord  vif- 
count  Mahon  ;  and  he  proteifed  his, 
lincere  belief,  that  this  nobleman 
would  not  vote  for  the  meafure  in 
difeuffion,  but  upon  the  fuppolitiom 
that  its  tendency  was  to  diminifts, 
the  military  power  of  the  crown. 
Upon  this  ground  therefore  he 
would  meet  him,  and  he  was  ftm- 
guine,  enough  to  imagine,  that  he 
might  be  induced  to  alter  the  opi¬ 
nion  h  e  had  deli  vered,  u  n  lefs  he  were 
re  drained  from  exercifmg  his  free 
judgment  upon  the  fubjcch  This 
apprehenfion  indeed  might  be  con¬ 
ceived,  trom  the  horror  which  lord 
Mahon  had  lately  exprefled  of  a 
tory  foe  in  another  place,  who  both! 
by  fap  and  by  ftorm  had  a  Hailed 
thofe  conftitutional  bulwarks,  which 
this  nobleman  had  fo  zealoufly  en¬ 
deavoured  to  ereCf  for  the  defence 
of  the  rights  of  election.  It  was. 
not  unnatural  to  prefunje,  that  lord 
Mahon  might  have  entered  into  a 
ferious  compact  with  the  duke  of 
Richmond,  his  former  ally  on  the 
fubjeCt,  for  reciprocal  affjftance  in 
theirtwofavouriteobjeCLs,  by  which 
lord  Mahon  was  peremptorily  to 
fupport  the  plan  of  fortifying*  the 
dock  yards  in  that  houfe,  or  the 
duke  of  Richmond  would  no  long¬ 
er  engage  to  affift  him  in  fortifying 
the  conUitution  in  the  other. 

Mr.'  Sheridan  entered  at  fome 
length  into  the  pate  of  the  argu¬ 
ment  which  related  to  the  conliitu- 
tion.  When  we  talked  of  a  confti- 
tutional  jealoufy  of  the  military- 
power  of  the  crown,  what  was  tha 
real  objeCl  to  which  we  pointed  our 
fufpicion  ?  What,  but  that  it  was 
in  the  nature  of  kings  to  love  power, 
and  in  the  conftitution  of  armies  to 
obey  kings.  This  doubtlefs  was 
plain  fpeakiog  upon  a  delicate  fob- 
ject,  but  the  eircumftances  qf  t;h$ 
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cjusftion1  demanded  it ;  and  he  could 
not  he  fufpedted  of  alluding  in  the 
fmalleft  degree  either  to  the  preient 
monarch  on  the  throne,  or  to  the 
army  now  under  his  command. 
The  poffibie  exiftence  however  of 
.Unifier  intentions  and  unfavourable 
circum  (lances  j  was  that,  which,  mu  ft 
enter  into  the  mind  of  every  mail 
when  he  admitted  an  argument  up¬ 
on  the  fubjedh  If  this  were  not 
the  cafe,  we  burlefqued  and  derided 
the  wifdom  of  our  anceftors  in  the 
provifions  of  the  bill  of  rights,  and 
made  a  mockery  of  the  falutary  and 
facred  referve,  with  which  for  a  li¬ 
mited  period  we  annually  entrufed 
the  executive  magi  (Irate  with  the 
defence  of  the  country.  But  this 
being  admitted  to  be  the  ground  of 
proceeding,  what  was  it  to  which 
our  attention  fliould  be  directed  ? 
Were  our  apprehenfions  to  point 
only  at  the  length  of  the  mufter- 
roll  ?  Were  we  to  calculate  the 
number  of  loldiers  the  king  could 
♦ncamp  at  Hounflow  ;  or  the  force 
of  the  detachment  he  might  fparc 
to  furround  the  lobby  of  the  houfe 
of  commons  ?  No :  the  jet  and 
fubftance  of  the  queftion  lay  here  ; 
in  what  Situation  would  the  king 
and  his/  evil  advifers  find  them- 
felves  in  a  ftate  of  the  greateft  force 
and  preparation,  and  mo  ft  likely  to 
receive  the  fupport  of  the-milirary  ? 
In  this  point  of  view  would  no  ftrefs 
be  given  to  the  great  and  import¬ 
ant  diftindlion  which  had  been 
urged,  between  troops  eledted  and 
feparated  from  their  fellow-citizens 
in  garrifons  and  forts,  and  men 
living  fcattered  and  entangled  in 
all  the  common  duties  and  connec¬ 
tions  of  their  countrymen  ?  The 
fadt  was,  that  thefe  ftrong  military 
holds,  if  maintained  as  they  mull 
be  in  peace  by  full  and  difeiplined 
garrifons,  would  in  truth  promife 
ten  fold  the  means  of  curbing  and 
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fubduing  the  country,  that  could' 
arife  even  from  doubling  the  pre- 
fent  eftablilhment,  with  this  extra¬ 
ordinary  aggravation,  that  thofe 
very  naval  ftores  and  magazines, 
the  feeds  and  iburces  of  future  na¬ 
vies,  the  effectual  prefervarion  of 
which  was  the  pretence  for  thefe 
unaftkilable  fortrefies,  would  in  that 
cafe  become  a  pledge  and  hoiiage 
in  the  hands  of  the  crown  :  a  cir* 
cumftance,  which,  in  a  country  like 
this,  mu  ft  infure  an  uncondition¬ 
al  fubmiilion  to  the  moft  extrava¬ 
gant  claims  that  defpotifm  could 
didlate, 

Mr.  Sheridan  however  aliened, 
that  nothing  could,  prove  more  fal¬ 
lacious  than  the  idea,  that  a  fyftem 
of  defence  by  fortifications  could 
terminate  in  a  retrenchment  of  the 
Handing  army.  The  grand  fallacy 
of  this  argument  mull  be  obvious  to 
every  ©ne  in  the  fuppofition,  that 
the  fyftem  was  to  end  with  Po rtf- 
mouth  and  Plymouth,  and  that  the 
reafoning,  upon  which  the  exten- 
five  works  for  thofe  places  were 
juftified,  would  not  apply  to  other 
parts  of  the  kingdom.  To  refute 
this  idea,  it  was  limply  necefiary 
to  fuppofe  the  fame  board  of  ofii* 
cers,  adling  under  the  lame  inftruc- 
tions  and  deliberating  with  the  fame 
data,  going  a  circuit  round  the 
the  coafts  of  the  kingdom.  It  was 
fuperfluous  to  dwell  upon-  the  cir- 
cumftances,that  n  ©-longer  permitted 
us  to  confider  Holland  in  future, 
Qtherwife  than  as  a  province  of 
France,  or  that  rendered  it  reafon- 
able  to  look  with  an  eye  of  appre* 
henfion  to  the  neighbouring  coaft 
belonging  to  the  emperor.  It  was  not 
poffibie  for  the  houfe  to  remain  at 
a  lofs  to  difeover  various  places,  be- 
Tides  Chatham  and  Sheernds .where 
extend ve  lines  had  adktally  been 
begun  .under  the  aufpices  of  the 
duke  of  Richmond, ■  which  m-ilt 
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fiecdTarily  be  provided  for  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  new  fyftem.  He  wiihed, 
that  feme  perfon  would  undertake 
to  compute  the  ftationary  defence 
neeefiary  for  fuch  places,  in  addi¬ 
tion  to  the  twenty  two  thou  fa  nd 
men  demanded  for  Portfmouth  and 
Plymouth ;  to  allow  for  any  moving 
force  in  the  county  ;  and  then  to 
decide  upon  the  chance,  that  this 
prolific  fyftefn  would  terminate  in  a 
reduction  of  the  branding  army. 

With  refpedt  to  the  probability 
of  our  beiny  able  to  furnifli  men 
for  the  conftant  maintenance  of 
thefe  garrifons,  he  felt  it  requifite 
to  obferve,  that  the  argument  had 
been  not  a  reference  to  our  prefent 
peace  eilabiifliment,  but  to  the  ex¬ 
tent  of  the  fervice  during  the  moft 
extravagant  periods  of  the  laft  war. 
This  was  in  other  words  to  hold 
out  a  notion,  that  \£e  might  fpeed- 
sjly  again  look  to  a  time,  when  we 
mould  become  able  for  the  purpofe 
of  war  to  expend  fifteen  millions 
of  money  in  the  courfe  of  a  fingle 
vear*  Was  it  recollected,  that  at 
this  very  moment  Mr.  Pitt  was 
holding  out  the  reduction  of  a  few 
hundred  pounds  of  debt  as  the  tri¬ 
umph  of  his  adminiftration,  and 
the  corner  ftone  of  that  pillar  upon 
which  his  fame  was  to  be  embla¬ 
zoned?  He  had  reafoned  however 
in  a  fallacious  manner  from  his  own 
premifes ;  for,  when  he  ftated  the 
numerous  armies  which  we  had  had 
upon  the  continent  of  America,  as 
refources  for  the  increafe  of  our 
home  defence,  he  ought  to  have 
taken  into  his  account  the  enor¬ 
mous  floating  eftabliftiment,  which 
attended  thofe  armies,  and  which, 
being  converted  into  an  efficient  na- 
vai  defence  at  home,  would  make 
both  his  fortifications  and  his  gar- 
rifons  unneceflary. 

Mr.  Sheridan  remarked  upon  the 
great  ftrefs  which  Mr.  Pitt  had  laid 


upon  the  hitlory  which  he  had 
given,  of  the  rife  and  prog  refs  of 
fortifications  in  this  ifland,  taking  it 
for  granted,  as  a  matter  of  courfe, 
that  what  was  not  new  muff  be  con- 
ftitutional.  Mr.  Sheridan  fait],  that 
the  true  fcope  of  this  hiftory  was  to 
prove,  that  the  nation  had  been  in¬ 
variably  deluded  and  defrauded  upon 
this  unprincipled  plea  of  fortifica¬ 
tions  ;  that  much  had  been  done 
and  undone;  that  fchemes  had  been 
tried,  that  projectors  had  been  em¬ 
ployed,  that  millions  had  been  fpent$ 
and  the  object  was  avowedly  as  di* 
ftant  as  ever.  So  that  repeated 
proofs  of  paft  deception  were  the 
arguments  which  were  urged  for 
prefent  confidence  ;  and  it  was  mo- 
deftly  expected  that  they  would  be¬ 
lieve,  becaufe  a  point  had  beea 
conftantly  attempted  without  foc- 
cefs,  that  it  was  now  certain  of  be¬ 
ing  wifely  accomplished. 

Mr.  Pitt  had  thrown  out  a  cen- 
fure  upon  the  coalition  adminiftra- 
tion,  as  having  fupported  the  mea- 
fure  vdhen  in  office,  which  they  now 
endeavoured  to  defeat  when  in  op¬ 
position.  Mr.  Sheridan  laid,  that 
whether  the  minider,  as  he  had! 
been  deferibed  by  Mr.  Luttrel,  were 
that  glorious  orb  whole  influence 
was  to  eompenfate  to  the  nation  for 
the  lofs  ot  a  hemifphere,  or  whe¬ 
ther  his  iu life  were  more  glittering 
than  fubftantiai ;  whether  he  merit¬ 
ed  the  lefs  complimentary  language' 
of  colonel  Barre,  who  had  repre- 
fented  his  conference  as  having;  been, 
furprifed  in  this  bufinefs,  or  whe¬ 
ther  he  had  capitulated  upon  regu¬ 
lar  approaches;  whether  he  had  been; 
fuccefsful  in  repelling  the  inftnu- 
ation  of  Mr.  Walwyn,  that  he  was 
not  in  earneft  in  the  cattfe,  by  the 
vehemence  of  his  manner,  or  had 
confirmed  it  by  the  weaknefs  of  his 
argument ;  thefe  queilions  he  would 
not  emharrafs  himfeif  to  determine- 
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He  would  only  obferve,  that  one 
part  of  his  conduct  had  moil  afto* 
niillingly  eicaped  the  panegyric  of 
his  friends  ;  he  meant  the  fpirit 
and  enterprize,  with  which,  taking 
his  hint  probably  from  the  fubjedt 
in  debate,  he  had  endeavoured  to 
carry  the  war  into  the  enemies  coun¬ 
try/ and  purfue  meafurcs  of  offence 
and  attack,  while  every  pafs  at 
home  was  left  unfortified  and  de- 
fencelefs. 

For  what  was  the  ground  of  this 
flrenuous  charge  ?  The  late  adrni- 
ni  fixation  it  iliculd  feem  had  fub- 
mitted  a  part  of  this  very  plan  to 
the  judgment  of  parliament,  but 
at  the  defire  of  the  houfe  had  with- 
t  drawn  it  for  confideration.  Now 
then,  if,  upon  reconfideration,  they 
had  in  any  refped  altered  their  opi¬ 
nion,  it  was  the  grefieft  inconlift- 
ency  of  condud  and  dereiidion  of 
principle*  This  was  an  extraor¬ 
dinary  charge,  and  particularly 
from  the  perfon  by  whom  it  was 
urged.  He  had  reconfidered  many 
ftibjeds  without  afpiring  to  the  me¬ 
rit  of  an  obftinate  adherence  to  his 
firft:  opinion.  He  had  reconfidered 
hjs  American  intereourfe  bill,  and 
had  publicly  avowed  his  dilapp ro¬ 
tation  of  every  idea  which  he  once 
entertained  upon  the  fubjed.  He 
had  reconfidered  his  India  bill,  and, 
before  it  was  eng  roiled,  had  lcarcely 
futfered  one  word  to  remain,  of 
which  it  was  originally  compofed. 
He  had  reconfidered  his  Irifh  refo- 
lutions  in-  every  part,  provifion  and 
principle.  Having  firil  offered  them 
to  Ireland  as  a  bounty,  he  had  re¬ 
confidered  the  boon,  and  annexed 
a  price  to  it:  ;  and  then  reconfidered 
his  own  reconfideration,  and  aban¬ 
doned  the  conditions  which  he 
had  at  firft  reprefented  as  indiipen- 
lible.  In  a  word,,  his  whole  go-, 
vermnent  had  been  one  continued 
ferie.s  of  iafti  propoiition,  and  un¬ 


graceful  conceffion.  With  refpe£l 
to  the-  perfons  with  whom  Mr. 
Sheridan  acted,  they  had  no  occa- 
fion  to  refort  to  the  juilification  of 
having  changed  their  minds,  for 
they  had  never,  even  in  the  flighted: 
degree,  committed  themfelvesinany 
opinion  or  approbation  of  the  pre- 
fent  plan. 

Mr*.  Sheridan  ,  recurred  to  the 
pledge  he  had  made  in  an  earlier 
ltage  of  the  buunefs,  and  again 
afferted,  that  he  would  reft  contented 
to  abide  by  the  decifion  of  the  board 
of  officers,  if  it  could  be  fairly 
fiiown,  that,  upon  a  full  inveftiga- 
tion  of  the  whole  of  the  fubjed; 
propofed  laft  year  in  parliament  to 
be  fubmitted  to  their  enquiry,  and 
being  left  to  their  own  free  and 
unfettered  judgment  in  forming  the 
decifion,  they  had  reported  as  their 
decided  and  unqualified  opinion, 
that  the  plan  propofed  by  the  duke 
of  Richmond,  was  a  meafure  which 
it  became  the  wifdom  and  prudence 
of  parliament  to  adopt.  He  coulcl 
not  however  refufe  to  allow  himfelf 
in  a  few  preliminary  observations 
refpeding  the  conftrudion  of  the 
board.  Powerful,  perhaps  unan- 
fvverable  objedions,  had  been  made 
to  the  appointment  of  the  duke  of 
Richmond  to  the  office  of  prefident. 
Particular  circumft.anc.es  had  been 
alluded  to  in  the  duke’s  perfonal 
charader,  and  he  was  deicribed  as 
a  man  who  had  never  been  known 
to  give  up  a  point.  Whether  this 
were  the  cafe,  or  whether  there 
were  feme  principles  of  public  pro* 
feffion,  to  which  he  had  not  very 
rigoroufly  adhered,  Mr,  Sheridan 
would  not  undertake  to  decide,  as 
he  might  be  fufpeded  of  fpeaking 
from  party  prejudices.  There  was 
however  one  charade riftic  of  the 
mind  of  the  duke,  which  he  thought 
might  fairly  be  mentioned,  as  it 
had  publicly  been  brought  forward 
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by  high  authority  in  that  houfe. 
If  he  were  to  represent  the  maiter- 
general,  as  of  a  temper  eager  to 
extravagance  and  Vehement  in  the 
extreme,  if  he  -were  to  defcribe  him 
as  a  perfon,  who,  having  taken  up  a 
jufl  principle,  was  capable  of  de¬ 
feating*  all  its  falutary  eftecfls  by 
connecting  it  with  the  moft  flighty 
and  prepoiterous  conclu lions,  Mr. 
Pitt  would  become  the  authority 
for  his  aflertion.  The  houfe  could 
not  fail  to  recollect  the  manner,  in 
which,  during*  a  former  feffion,  he 
had  difcuffed  the  duke’s  principles 
of  a  parliamentary  reform,  and  the 
terms  of  indignant  ridicule,  with 
which  he  had  cautioned  them  again  A 
the  fchemes  of  fo  viiionary  a  pro¬ 
jector,  If  therefore  Mr.  Sheridan 
were  arraigned  for  examining*  any 
plan  of  the  duke  of  Richmond  with 
a  peculiar  degree  of  jealoufy,  he 
fhouid  leave  his  juflification  in  the 
abler  bands  of  the  mini  tier. 

The  duke  however  deferved  the 
warmed  panegyrics  for  the  (hiking 
proofs  he  had  given  of  his  genius 
as  an  engineer,  in  the  planning  and 
con  A  niching  the  report  in  quell  ion. 
The  profeflional  ability  of  the  ni af¬ 
ter-general  fnone  as  confpiciioufly 
there,  as  it  could  do  upon  our  coafts. 
He  had  made  it  an  argument  of 
pods,  and  had  conducted  his  rea- 
foning  upon  principles  of  trigono,- 
metrv  as  well  as  Ionic.  There  were 
certain  detached  data,  like  advanced 
works,  to  keep  the  enemy  at  a  di- 
fhnee  from  the  main  objeCt  in  de¬ 
bate.  Strong  provifions  covered 
the  flanks  of  his  affections  *  his  very 
queries  were  in  cafcntents ;  no  im- 
preffion  therefore  was  to  be  made 
upon  this  fortrefs  of  fophiflry  by 
defuitory  obfervafions,  and  it  was 
necefiary  to  affail  it  by  regular  ap¬ 
proaches.  It  was  fortunate  however, 
that,  notwithdanding  all  the  (kill 
that  had  been  employed,  the  duke’s 
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mode  of  defence  upon  paper  wal 
open  to  the  fame  objection,  which 
had  been  urged  againA  his  other 
fort  ideations  ;  and  that,  if  his  adver- 
iary  got  poffeilion  of  one  of  his 
pods,  it  might  be  turned  againd 
him,  and  employed  as  the  means  of 
fubduing  his  whole  line  of  argu¬ 
ment. 

The  points,  which  Mr.  Sheridan 
conceived  might  be  diflinCtly  elk- 
bliflied  from  the  document  before 
the  houfe,  were,  dr  A,  that  not  one 
word,  hint,  or  fuggedion  on  the 
past  of  the  naval  officers,  tending 
to  give  any  approbation,  either  di¬ 
rectly  or  by  implication,  to  the 
fcherne  of  fortification,  was  to  be 
found,  in  that  paper;  but  that  on 
the  contrary,  the  minutes  which 
had  been  withheld  contained  their 
condemnation  of  the  plan.  He  did 
not  expect  to  hear  it  urged,  that  the 
refuit  of  th'ofe  minutes  could  not  be 
communicated,  becaufe  they  were 
mixed  with  dangerous  matters  of 
intelligence.  A  fufficient  degree  of 
ingenuity  had  been  (flown,  in*  ex¬ 
tracting  from  the  report  whatever 
might  be  thought  favourable  to  the 
propofed  fydem.  It  would  be  in¬ 
deed  extraordinary,  if,  wherever  the 
judgment  was  unfavourable,  it 
(liould  have  been  fo  blended  and 
complicated  with  matter  of  detail 
and  dangerous  difcuffion,  that  no 
chemical  procefs  in  the  ordnance 
elaborately  could  poffibly  feparate 
them;  while  on  the  contrary  every' 
approving  opinion,  like  a  light, 
fubtle,  oily  fluid,  floated  at  the  top 
at  once,  and  the  clumliefl  clerk  was 
capable  of  prefen  ting  it  to  the 
houfe,  pure  and  untinged  by  a 
Angle  particle  of  the  argument  or 
information  upon  which  it  was 
founded. 

In  the  fecond  place  Mr.  Sheri¬ 
dan  maintained,  that  the  opinion 
given  by  the  land  officers  in  favour 
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of  the  plan,  was  hypothetical  and 
conditional  ;  and  that  they  had 
unanimoufly  and  invariably  through 
the  whole  bufinefs  refilled  to  lend 
their  authority  to  the  data  or  fuppo- 
iitions,  upon  which  that  opinion  was 
fo  be  maintained.  Lailly,  he  con¬ 
ceived  himfelf  to  be  unanfwerably 
juftified  in  concluding,  that  the  data 
themfelves  were  founded  upon  the 
fuppofition  of  events,  fo  improbable 
and  defperate,  as  to  carry  with  them 
mot  only  the  imminent  danger  of 
Portfmouth  and  Plymouth,  but  of 
the  actual  conquefi  of  the  iiland. 
They  fuppofed  the  Britiih  fleet  to 
be  abfent  for  the  fpace  of  three 
months,  an  army  of  thirty  or  forty 
thoufand  mtn  to  be  ready  on  the 
enemy’s  coail  to  invade  this  coun¬ 
try,  and  no  force  in  Great  Britain, 
to  be  capable  of  being  collected  in 
lei's  than  two  months,  to  oppofe 
them.  The  utility  of  the  fortifi¬ 
cations  in  this  cafe,  depended  upon 
the  enemies  directing  their  attack 
only  againft  Portfmouth  and  Ply¬ 
mouth,  and  aflaiiing  thefe  places 
in  the  very  point  where  we  were 
prepared  to  meet  them.  Taking 
this  for  granted,  the  defence  was 
Hated  in  the  report  to  be  calculated 
only  againft  the  force,  and  for  the 
time  exprellcd  in  the  data,  fo  that 
it  was  necefiary  that  our  fleet  fliould 
defeat  the  fuperior  fleet  of  the  ene¬ 
my,  and  return  in  fafety,  other- 
wife  it  would  obvioufly  be  in  the 
power  of  the  enemy  to  recruit  bis 
army,  and  to  prolong  the  period  of 
the  attack.  Thus  we  fliould  have 
prepared  a  Prong  hold  for  our  foe, 
which  under  the  circumftances  that 
•were  fuppofed  he  would  be  enabled 
permanently  to  retain. 

Mr.  Sheridan  took  notice  of  the 
infinuation  of  Mr.  Ballard,  in  the 
claim  he  had  advanced  to  an  imbi- 
Stfted  and  independent  mode  of  con- 
dud.  For  himfelf^  he  was  happy 


that  the  bufinefs  had  worm  fo  little  the 
appearance  of  party.  He  had  proved 
himfelf  ready  and  anxious,  as  the 
perfons  alluded  to  well  knew,  to  re- 
fign  the  bufinefs  into  the  hands  of 
the  refpeCtable  gentleman  who  had 
fo  ablv  brought  it  forward.  Mr* 
Baftard  had  been  wifhed  to  take  the 
lead,  becaufe  that  appeared  to  be 
one  of  the  moil  effectual  means  of 
warding  oft'  an  injury  from  the 
country;  otherwife,  to  be  enlifling 
under  leaders  for  the  day,  and  court¬ 
ing  the  temporary  affiftance  of  any 
defeription  of  perfons  in  that  houle, 
would,  in  his  opinion,  prove  a  con¬ 
duct  equally  undignified  and  impo¬ 
litic.  He  was  confident  however, 
that  the  country  gentlemen  were 
too  liberal  to  fet  a  lefs  value  upon 
the  fupport  of  his  friends,  becaufe 
it  was  unaccompanied  by  adulation, 
and  an  endeavour  to  canvas  for 
their  future  connection.  “  Let  us,5’ 
added  Mr.  'Sheridan,  u  upon  this 
night  be  firmly  embodied  in  a  cauie 
we  equally  approve  :  let  us  do  this 
great  fer vice  to  our  country,  then 
feparate  and  feek  oppoling  camps. 
Let  them  return  with  the  double 
triumph,  if  they  will,  of  having 
conferred  an  important  benefit  on 
their  conftituents  and  the  nation, 
and  a  real  obligation  on  the  govern- 
merit.  Let  them  have  the  credit 
with  the  public  of  having  defeat¬ 
ed  the  minifter’s  meafnre,  and  with 
his  friends  of  having  refeued  him 
from  a  perilous  fituation.  Leave- 
us  only  the  filent  fatisfaftion,  that, 
without  envying  the  reputation  of 
thole  whom  we  were  contented  to 
follow,  without  being  piqued  by 
infinuations  againft  our  motives, 
and  without  debating  whether  the 
minifter  might  not  be  ferved  by  our 
fuccefs,  we  gave  an  earned:  and 
zealous  affiftance  in  defeating  3 
meal'll  re,  which,  under  the  fpecious 
.pretence  of  fecurine  our  coafts, 
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trikes  at  the  r6ot  of  our  great  na¬ 
tional  defence,  arid  at  the  heart  of 
the  conftitution  itfeif.’* 

The  deciilon  of  this  important 
queftion  was  fcarcely  lefs  memor¬ 
able,  than  ?he  meafure  itfelf,  upon 
the  execution  of  which  the  houfb  of 
commons  was  now  to  decide.  The 
numbers  upon  the  divifioh  were 
equal ;  both  the  ayes  and  the  noes 
amounting  to  169.  In  this  con- 
juncture  it  of  courfe  belonged  to 
the  foeakcr  to  deliver  his  calling 
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voice  ;  and  he  acquired  much  ap- 
plaufe  from  the  country  gentlemen, 
-and  from  the  enemies  of  the  mea¬ 
fure  in  general,  by  declaring  for 
the  reiedtion  of  the  fyfl'em  which 
had  been  formed  by  the  duke  ot 
Richmond. 

In  the  courfe  of  the  erifturig 
week  the  eilimates  of  the  ordnance 
were  rnov'ed  in  the  houfe  of  com¬ 
mons  by  the  furveyor-general,  cap¬ 
tain  Tames  Luttrel.  The  amount 
of  thefe  eilimates  was  380,000k* 
and  there  was  included  a  fuin  ot 
13,000!.  for  carrying  on  forne  of 
thofe  works  which  were  deemed  ne- 
ceilary  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Portfmouthi,  Mr.  Fox  declared 
himfelf  fatisfifed  with  this  reduced 
propofal  :  but  the  country  gentle¬ 
men  were  not  equally  complaifant ; 
and  Mr.  Powys  and  others  luggefted 
the  impropriety  of  voting  any  mo¬ 
ney  for  thefe  purpofes,  till  a  new 
and  definite  plan  fhould  be  fubfli- 
tuted  in  the  room  of  that  which 
had  been  rejected.  In  confequence 
of  this  fuggeflion,  Mr.  Pitt  con- 
fented  for  the  }>  relent  to  withdraw 
from  the  eilimates  the  difpitted 
fum.  In  the  courfe  of  the  debate 
of  this  day:  as  it  had  become  a  kind 
of  faihion  to  attack  the  principles 
and  conduct  of  the  mailer-general 
of  the  ordnance,  Mr.  alderman 
Snwbridge  brought  forward  a  charge 
■again  ft  him  of  corrupt  influence  i# 
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the  borough  of  QueenBorrough^ 
and  prodigality  of  the  public  mo= 
iley  for  the  purpofes  of  an  election* 
This  Mr.  Sawb ridge  deenfed  to  be  the 
more  criminal  in  the  duke  of  Rich¬ 
mond,  as  that  nobleman  was  known. 
to  be  the  determined  advocate  of 
the  moil  extend ve  principles , of  li¬ 
berty,  and  the  pu re'll  '  republican- 
i Fill .  Captain  Lutrrel  and  Mr- 
Steele  replied  to  the  attack  of  Mr. 
SavVbridge. 

The  queilion  of  the  fortifications 
was  once  more  revived  on  the  fe- 
venteenth  of  the  following  May* 
Upon  this  occafion  it  'was  rhoved. 
by  Mn  Pit r,  ic  that  an  eflimate  of 
the  expence  of  fuch  part  of  thd 
plan  of  fortifications  recommended 
in  the  late  report  as  might  appear 
moft  neceifary  to  be  carried  into 
immediate  execution*  be  referred 
to  a  committee  of  fup  ply.”  1  he 
fums  which  he  propofed  employing 
at  Portfmouth  and  Plymouth  for 
the  current  year,  amounted  td 
6  good,  excluiively  of  the  fum  of 
23*000!.  for  the  purchafe  of  tho 
land  upon  which  the  fortificafiona 
were  to  be  erected.  The  wholi 
money  which  he  hated  as  neceifary 
for  completing  the  moderate  plan 
which  he  now  o Acred  to  the  houfe* 
was  400,000!. 

Tl-e  motion  of  Mr,  Pitt  was  re¬ 
ceived  with  the  language  of  fever® 
cehfure  by  thofe  perfons,  by  vvhotti 
the  entire  fyftem  had  lately  been 
oppofed.  It  was  faid  to  be  ah  in¬ 
decent  and  uncdnilitutional  en¬ 
croachment  upon  the  privileges  of 
that  houfe,  for  any  part  of  a  plan, 
upon  Which  they  had  pronounced 
their  reprobation,  to  be  brought 
fohvard  again  in  a  direct  manners 
Mr.  R  a  Aar  cl  obiefved,  that  the  mi- 
niller  had  been  treated  with  moder¬ 
ation  when  the  quell  ion  was  for¬ 
merly  agitated,  but  the  moderation. 
Which  the  houfe  had  thought  pro-r 
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per  to  extend  to  him,  be  had  been 
forward  to  abufc.  It  was  impoffible 
for  parliament  to  fubrnit  to  fo  open 
an  attack  upon  their  declared  ien- 
timents,  and  they  were  called  upon 
to  relifl  it  in  the  molt  peremptory 
manner.  Such  being  apparently 
the  feme  of  the  ho  tile  .of  commons, 
Mr.  Fox  cxprefl’cd  his  moll  earned: 
hope,  that  the  mini  her  would  in  in¬ 
fill  e  pay  more  refpeht  to  the  opi¬ 
nion  of  the  legiilature,  and  not  at- 
tem^tto  force  an  obnoxious  mea¬ 
sure  upon  the  country.  The  mo¬ 
tion  of  Mr.  Pitt  was  withdrawn, 
and  an  add  refs  to  the  fov  deign  was 
voted,  req tiehin g-  him  to  order 
an  eliimate  to-  be  prefented  to  the 
houfe  relatively  to  the  fortifications. 
At  length  on  the  feventh  of  }une, 
the  ium  of  .'Q,7>ioL  was  voted  for 
the  entire  completion  of  the  new 
works  already  begun  at  Portfimouth 
and  Plymouth. 

A  meafure  of  fbme  coafequence, 
and  which  engaged  a  confide  table 
degree  of  the  attention  of  parlia¬ 
ment  during  the  prelent  teflon,  was 
a  bill  that  was  introduced  for 
amending  and  reducing  all  the  laws 
relatively  to  the  militia,  into  ohe 
achof  parliament.  The  outline  of 
this  bill  had  been  the.  work  of  a 
committee,  chofen  by  the  -officers, 
who  had  ferved  in  the  militia  dur¬ 
ing  the  la  ft  war,  of  which  the  p  re¬ 
dden  t  had  been  Mr.  Charles  Mar- 
fham,  who  was  deputed  upon  this 
OQCaiiOji  to  prefent  the  bill,  and 
conduct  it  in  its  progrefs  through 
•the  hotife  of  commons.  He  ac¬ 
cording!  v  moved  for.  leave  for  its 
introduction  on  the  thirty- fir  ft  of 
January.  He- prefaced  his  motion 
with  i bin e  compliments  to  tlic.-mi- 
nifler.  He  declared,  that  he  did 
not  believe  that  a  rninifier  could 
pofiibly  be'  found,  who  would  re¬ 
ceive  a  propofal  for  improving-  the 
condition  of  the  militia  in  a  more 


fair,  open  and  fuitable  manner, 
than  Mr.  Pitt.  This  was  the  genu- 
me  fehtiment  of  his  heart,  or  he 
would  not  have  uttered  it  ;  and  no 
man,  he  flattered  himfelf,  could 
charge  him  with  having  purfued  a 
conduit:  in  that  houfe  that  was  not 
direct  and  (i nee  re. 

Mr.  Marfliam  called  to  the  re- 
collection  of  members  the  origin 
of  the  militia,  and  the  manner  in 
which  its  fervices  had  been  received 
at  the  concluiion  of  the  late  war, 
and  of  the  war  that  had  preceded  it. 
In  the  year  1757,  a  body  of  Hano¬ 
verians  and  Heffians  were  brought 
into  this  kingdom  for  its  internal 
fecurity.  Their  introduction,  at  once 
impolitic  and  unconflitutional,  ex¬ 
cited  con  fide  ruble  odium.  Engliih- 
men  revolted  at  the  unmerited  idea 
of  their  not  being  capable  of  de¬ 
fending  themfeives  and  their  coun¬ 
try  ;  and  it  was  upon  this  occafion 
that  the  militia  was  inflituted.  So 
agreeable  did  the  circumfiance  prove 
to  that  houfe,  that  in  the  courfe  of 
one  feffion  they  countenanced,  re- 
cognifed  and  eilabliihed  the  fcheme 
as  a  national  meafure  ;  and  fuch 
were  the  benefits  which  the  country 
derived  from  the  militia,  that  at 
the  concluiion  of  the  war,  the  offi¬ 
cers  who  had  ferved  in  it  received 
the  ipecial  thanks  of  the  king,  and 
of  that  houfe.  After  the  peace  of 
Paris, -the  militia  was  called  out, 
embodied  and  trained  once  a  year; 
a  circUm fiance,  from  which  the 
kingdom  had  derived  the  moil  elTen- 
tiai  advantage.  It  was  well  known 
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that  the  hollilities  between  Great 
Britain  and  France  had  taken  phtce 
in  a  manner  extremely  fudden  and 
unexpected,  in  the  middle  of  March 
1778.  The  militia  were  in  confe- 
q  lie  nee  called  out  ;  and  it  was 
-remarkable,  that  they  were  encamp¬ 
ed  as  early  in  that  year,  as  in  any 
one  year  during  the  wrar.  The 
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practicability  of  this  could  only  be 
imputed  to  the  diicipline  and  habits 
of  duty,  in  which  the  militia  had 
conftantlv  been  exercifed.  How 
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different  had  been  the  condutft  of 
government  at  the  end  of  the  la  ft  war? 
Notwithftrfii.iing'  that  they  had  a  Ted 
,111  the  mod  commendable  manner, 
and  though  many  gentlemen  had 
dedicated  their  whole  attention  to 
the  fervice,  it  was  not  thought  that 
the  militia  deferred  the  thanks  of 
their  country.  He  meant  not  to 
p-ive  offence,  and  perhaps  he  had 
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ufed  too  bar  fit  an  expreiiion  :  but 
the  faff  was,  that  no  thanks  had  been' 
given  to  the  militia  bv  the  crown, 
no  thanks  had  been  voted  by  that 
houfe,  and  for  three  years  together 
they  had  never  been  once  called 
into  exercife. 

Mr.  Marfham  dated,  that  the 
point,  upon  which  himfelf  and  the 
perfons  with  whom  .he  had  a  Red 
laid  the  moll:  considerable  fbreft, 
was  that  of  calling  out  and  'em- 
bodying  the  militia  once  every 
year.  Another  material  object  they 
propofed  to  themfelves,  was  to 
change  the  duration  of  the  fervice 
from  three,  which  had  hitherto 
•been  its  fpecified  term,  to  live  years. 
Various  objections  were  commonly 
made  to  the  militia,  its  great  ex- 
pence  to  the  kingdom,  the  prejudice 
it  did  to  the  recruiting  fervice  of 
the  armv,  and  the  heavy  burthen 
which  it  entailed  upon  individuals. 
The  alteration  which  he  propofed, 
was  calculated  to  encounter  all  thde 
objections.  It  would  occafion  lefs 
expence  in  clothing  and  other  ar¬ 
ticles  ;  it  would  interfere  lefs  with 
the  recruiting  fervice  ;  and,  as  the 
drawing  would  lefs  frequently  oc¬ 
cur,  individuals  would  find  the 
pro  vi  ft  on  of  fubflitutes  Ids  bur¬ 
then  fome.  .  fi 

Mr..  Pitt  thought  proper  to  em>- 
Iwaec  this  occ.afipn  of  acquainting 
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the  friends  of  the  meafurc,  and  the 
houfein  general,  with  his  fentiments 
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upon  the  fubjeft.  The  interval  of 
peace  was  undoubtedly  the  fitted; 
moment  for  them  to  unite  in  endea¬ 
vouring  to  put  the  great  and  con- 
ffitutional  defence  of  the  kingdom 
upon  a  rdpeilabie  footing  •  and, 
much  as  he  prafeiTed  to  be  the 
friend  of  oeconomy,  he  was  not  fo 
much  th'e  Have  of  his  opinion,  as  to 
wifli  by  any  means  to  lefFen  the  ad¬ 
vantages,  which  the  country  had 
ever  derived  from  fo  falutary  an 
eftabliimnent.  How  far  th-fi  means 
fuggefted  for  attaining  fo  delirable 
a  purpofe,  might  be  thought  the 
belt  means  that  could  be  adopted, 
was  a  matter,  which  would  regular^ 
ly  fall  under  difculfion  when  the  bill 
fhould  be  brought  before  the  ho uf!n 
If  it  fhould  appear  poiiible  to  pre- 
ferve  the  militia  on.  a  refpcCfable 
footing,  without  putting  the  public 
to  the  heavy  expence  of  calling 
them  out  every  year,  he  owned,  he 
fhould  be  glad  to  adopt  whatever 
method  might  be  fug  gelled  for  that 
purpofe.  Waiting  for  the  pleafure 
of  hearing  the  future  ample,  judi¬ 
cious,  and  impartial  imeftigation 
of  che  fubjedt,  he  fhould  content 
himfelf  at  prefept  with  offering  to 
the  mover  of  the  bill  and  his  re- 
ipeR able  colleagues  in  the  bufinefs, 
his  warmeft  and  mo  ft  fincere  ac- 
know  ledge  m  cuts. 

Mr.Marflmm  appeared  to  be  not 
a  little  mortified  with  the  fenti¬ 
ments  Mr.  Pitt  had  expreffed,  and 
immediately  declared,  that  the  call¬ 
ing  out  the  mditia  every  year  was 
in  his  opinion  fo  indifpcnfibly  ne* 
ceftary,  thar,  if  the  mini  Ret  had  de¬ 
termined  to  oppole  it,  he  fliould 
fcarcely  think  it  worth  his  while  to 
bring  the  fubjeft  forward  to  the 
deeifion  of  the  houfe.  In  the  fub- 
fequent  week  he  took  an  opportu¬ 
nity  of  repeating  thefe  fehtiments, 
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and  obferving  to  the  houfe,  that  the  the  authority  of  the  whole  legifk* 


gentlemen  with  whom  the  meafure 
jiad  been  concerted  had  thought  it 
light  that  no  farther  flep  {liquid  be 
taken  in  the  bufinefs,  fince  it  was 
the  opinion  of  many,  if  not  all  of 
them,  that  it  was  better  to  have  no 
militia  at  all,  than  to  have  it  upon 
p,ny  other  footing  than  that  which 
had  been  propofed. 

Mr.  Pitt  complained,  that  Mr. 
^affhanri,  in  refilling  to  purfue  the 
bufmefs  of  the  militia,  was  defert- 
ing.  a  duty  to  which  he  was  indif- 
penfibly  bound,  and  that  the  pro¬ 
ceeding  was  a  manoeuvre  to  mark 
him  put  as  aperfon,  by  whole  means 
the  public  were  to  be  deprived  of 
the  advantages  that  would  refult 
from  the  propofed  bill.  A  matter, 
that  excited  fame  further  contra- 
yerfy  between  thefe  two  gentlemen, 
fprang  from  an  obfervation  of  Mr. 
Marfham,  that  the  proceedings  that 
had  been  purfued  would  not  pafs 
ever  another  year  wi thorn:  fome  ma¬ 
terial  change,  iince  a  pofitive  a£t  of 
parliament  was  at  that  time  in  full 
force,  by  which  it  was  exprefsly 
ordered  that  ,the  militia  fhould  be 
palled  out  every  year.  Mr.  Pitt 
pm!  we  red,  that  nothing  could  be 
more  abfurd  than  the  idea  of  fixing 
blame  upon  this  account  on  any 
particular  defeription  of  perfons, 
fince  it  was  well  known,  that  it 
relied  with  the  houfe  of  commons, 
%o  provide  the  means  of  embodying 
the  militia,  by  voting  the  money 
for  that  purpofe  ;  .and  that,  wh-ei\ 
this  proceeding  was  not  adopted, 
thp  a  cl  of  parliament  in  queiiion 
}yas  of  eburfe  a  mere  dormant  fla- 
tute.  Mr.  Marfliam  could  not  ad¬ 
mit  this  doctrine,  and  obferved  that 
nothing  could  be  moie  unconftiui- 
tienrd,  than  to  attribute  to  that 
houfe  a  right  of'  difpenfing  with 
tkf  law  of  the  land,andyf  rendejing 


ture  a  matter  of  infignificance. 

This  important  fubjeft  was  re¬ 
vived  tvyo  days  later  on  the  eighth 
of  February,  upon  occafion  of  the 
ufual  motion  from  the  fecretary  at 
war,  that  the  houfe  fliould  refolve 
itfelf  into  a  committee  of  fupply, 
for  the  purpofe  of  taking  the  army 
eiliinates  into  confide  ration.  Mr. 
Minchin  eppofea  this  motion,  be- 
caufe  he  could  not  confent  to  a 
vote  for  the  army,  when  the  militia 
had  been  fo  much  neglected.  The 
militia  were  the  interior  guardians 
of  the  country,  and  mull  of  courfe 
attradl  the  jefetloufy  of  all  who  felt 
a  laudable  anxiety  for  its  welfare. 
Pie  very  much  apprehended,  at  leall 
it  had  been  inlinuated  without 
doors,  that  the  militia  was  to  be 
dboliflied,  and  a  proportionable 
number  of  handing  troops  fubfii- 
tuted  in  its  place.  He  could  not 
hear  fuch  a  report  without 
alarm,  nor  could  he  confent,  that 
any  meafures  fhould  be  taken  in  re¬ 
lation  to  the.  army,  till  minifters 
had  communicated  to  the  houfe 
their  intentions  in  relation  to  this 
more  iiiterefling  objefit. 

The  vote  of  the  army  was  op¬ 
posed  on  .other  grounds  than  that 
taken  bv  Mr.  Minchin.  It  was 

j 

obferved  by  Mr.  Sheridan,  that  it 
had  been  the  conftant  ufage  in  all 
former  feifions  to  vote  the  e  hi  mates 
of  the  navy  previoufly  to  thofe  of 
the  army  ;  and  as  the  ilrength  of 
our  marine  was  to  be  the  index  of 
what  fort  of  an  army  might  be  ne- 
celTary,  the  infringement  of  the 
ufual  practice  was  highly  reprehen- 
fible.  Farther  than  this  the  fpeak- 
er  had  obferved  to  ad  mini  Gratiot!,- 
when  the  day  for  voting  the  army 
efti mates  had  fir  ft  been  mentioned, 
that  it  had  been  ufual  to  allow  a 
week  to  elapfe  between  the  day  of 
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preiennng  and  that  of  voting  the 
eilimates,  whereas  in  the  prefent 
caie,  only  five  days  were  allowed. 
But  mini  dry  appeared  re  Colute  to 
puiii  forward,  in  defiance  of  the  ad¬ 
monition  of  the  fpe-aker,  and  of  the 
conilant  practice  of  the  houfe.  Mr. 
Sheridan  remarked,  that  Mr.  Pitt 
had  thought  proper  to  impute 
blame  to  Mr.  M  a  rfliam,  who,  he 
faid,  ought  not  to  have  fhrunk  from 
his  intention  of  bringing  in  the 
bill  for  regulating  the  militia,  be- 
catife  he,  a  iingle  individual,  had  de¬ 
clared,  that  he  had  not  made  up  his 
mind  with  regard  to  one  of  its  pro- 
viiions.  Mr.  Sheridan  was  or  the 
fame  opinion,  and  he  hoped,  not- 
withitanding  what  had  palled,  that 
the  bill  would  dill  be  introduced; 
iin.ce,  whatever  were  its  fate,  it 
would  be  attended  wth  this  good 
confequenee,  that  it  would  bring 
the  fubjedt  fairly  under  difcuffion, 
that  it.  would  open  the  eyes  of  the 
public,  and  enable  them  to  afcer- 
iain  who  were,  and  who  were  not 
the  friends  of  the  militia,  as  well  as 
whether  any  deilgn  had  been  con¬ 
ceived  of  annihilating  the  inftitu- 


tion. 

The  motion  of  adjournment  was 
fopported  with  con  fide rable  earnefl- 
nefs  by  lord  North,  Mr.  Fox  and 
Mr,  Courtenay.  The  fupply  was 
however  voted,  and  on  the  fol¬ 
lowing  day  levcral  precedents  were 
diicovered  by  Mr.  Steele,  tending 
tojuitify  the  conduct  or  auminilira- 
tion,  and  to  fhow,  that  both  the 
^e.aker  a,nd  the  members  in  oppo- 
,  lition  had  been  millaken  in  their 
ideas  refpeCting  the  practice  of  the 
houfe. 

The  bill  for  the  regulation  of.  the 
militia  was  not  given  up  in  the 
houfe  of  commons  in  confequence 
of  Mr.  Marfham’s  having  declined 
to  take  ti  e  lew!,  which  he  had  ori¬ 
ginally  propofed  to  have  done,  and 


his  place  was  f applied  by  Mr.  Pye, 
member  for  Berkfhire.  In  the  com¬ 
mittee  on  the  10th  of  March  it 
was  obferved  by  Mr.  Pitt,  that  he 
had  made  6 very  enquiry  in  his 
power  upon  the  iubject,  from  gen¬ 
tlemen  much  better  qualified  to 
judge  of  it  than  himfelf,  and  had 
found  that  it  was  the  general  opi¬ 
nion  that  the  militia -ought  ■■  to  be 
called  out  every  year.  The  only 
mode  therefore,  that  fuggefted  it- 
felf  to  him,  by  which  to  obtain 
that  compliance  with  ceconomy,  of 
which  he  conceived  they  fhould  ne- 
ver  loj'e  light,  was  by  moving  as 
an  amendment,  that  the  whole 
number  of  men  fhould  be  ballotted 
for  and  enrolled,  but  that  only  two 
thirds  of  them  fhould  be  adMally 
employed.  The  faving,  which 
would  refn’t  from  this  provilion  in 
the  two  articles  of  clothing  and 
of  pay,  he  calculated  at  about 
40,000!.  The  amendment  was  op- 
pofed  by  Mr.  Ma rfliam  and,  Mr. 
Sheridan  ;  but  it  was  carried  in  th© 
firfl  instance  without  a  division,  and 
upon  the  report  the  numbers  ap¬ 
peared,  ayes  49,  noes  5  3.  The  idea 
of  the  annual  embodying  the  mili¬ 
tia  in  any  manner  was  op  pofed  by 
Mr.  Rolle  and  Mr.  jollifte.  By 
the  former  it  was  obferved, 
that  this  practice  had  been  found 
prej  udicial  to  the  morals  of  the  peo¬ 
ple,  that  it  gave  them  habits  of 
debauchery  and  id  lenefs,,  and  that 
they  always  became  much  wenfe 
members  of  fociety  than  they  were 
before.  The  latter  oppoftd  the 
measure  merely  upon  the  ground 
.of  ceconomy.  He  did  not  believe 
that  there  was  one  man  out  of  that 
houfe,  who  did  not  think  that  the 
militia  might  be  rendered  as  ufefui 
•by  the  my  Her  of  a  day,  as  by  the 
cxerciP  of  a  month  ;  and  he  a  iter  t- 
.  eel,  that.pvhtn  they  had  been  lint  en¬ 
camped  upon  Coxheath,  they  exhi- 
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b.ited  an  appearance  tap  moft  irre¬ 
gular  ansi  uadifcipiined  ;  though 
by  the  end  of  the  hummer  they 
were  a  tolerable  army,  and  became 
equal  to  ibme  of  the  eftabliilied 
corps. 

The  militia  bill  did  not  pafs  with- 
opt  debate  in  the  houfe  of  lords. 
The  houfe  being  in  a  committee  on 
the  fubjeiT,  on  the  nineteenth  of 
June,  the  eftablifnment  in  ge¬ 
neral  was- fpoken  of  with  the  high  eft 
appla.ufe,  by  the  duke  of  Manehef- 
ter  and  lord  vifeount  Townfhend. 
The  latter  of  thefe,  who  had  been 
the  original  mover  of  the  eftabiilli- 
inent  in  the  houfe  of  commons 
thirty  years  before,  enlarged  con- 
fide r ably  upon  the  fubjeff.  He 
fpoke  of  the  militia  of  France,  of 
Spain,  of  the  king  of  Prufiia,  and 
of  the  emperor,  and  fhowed  how 
much  inferior  was  Great  Britain  to 
any  of  thefe  powers  in  this  import¬ 
ant  article.  He  treated  with  con¬ 
tempt  the  having,  that  was  to  be 
made  in  conilqueuce  of  Mr.  Pitt’s 
amendment.  He  fpoke  with  warmth 
pf  the  zeal,  that  had  been  displayed 
by  the  late  earl  of  Chatham  in  be¬ 
half  of  the  militia,  and  he  loudly 
condemned  the  penurioufnefs  of 
adminjftration  with  regard  to  this 
invaluable  eftablifhment,  while  the 
expedition,  of  Spine rfet  Houfe,  the 
additions  to  the  Admiralty,  and  the 
buildings  for  the  ordnance  engrolP- 
ed  fo  much  of  the  public  expendi¬ 
ture.  Office  mufti  he  accommodated 
and  gratified  at  all  events:  a  per¬ 
manent  national  provifton  can  al¬ 
ways  f lifter  amputation.  The  duke 
of  Manchefter,  and  lord  vifeount 
Mahon,  who  had  lately  fucceedcd 
to  the  title  of  earl  Stanhope  upon 
the  death  of  his  father,  were  pointed 
.in  their  condemnation  of  the  un- 
pecefTary  cxpence,  which  would  be 
incurred  by  enrolling  the  whole 
q1;  the  militiiv  when  oply  two  thirds 


of  them  were,  to  be  trained  and  ex » 
ercifed.  The  latter  of  thefe  noble¬ 
men  fuggefted  an  amendment  to  the 
attention  of  the  houfe,  which  he 
conceived  likely  to  be  productive  of 
the  moll  beneficial  confequences 
without  making  any  addition  to  the 
national  expence.  Ballot,  laid  he, 
one  and  twenty  thoufand  militia, 
and  inftead  of  five  let  the  term  of 
their  fervice  be  fix  years.  At  the 
end  of  three  years,  as  had  been 
hitherto  the  practice,  ballot  one 
and  twenty  thoufand  more.  Of  this 
number,  call  Put,  train  and  exer- 
ciie  only  feven  thoufand  every 
year.  Let  this  be  done  in  rotation, 
till  the  whole  amount  of  two  and 
forty  thoufand  men  has  been  dif- 
ciplined.  Thus  you  will  have  dou¬ 
ble  the  number  of  fokiiers  that  are 
afforded  by  Mr.  Pitt’s  plan,  to  be 
called  out  upon  ?my  emergency, 
and  that  of  a  deicription  oi  force 
the  mold  defirabie  to  be  preferred, 
and  which  was  the  bell  defence  not 
only  of  the  country  but  of  the  con- 
ftitution.  No  ipecifie  objection  was 
urged  to  lord  Stanhope’s  propofal 
but  by  the  duke  of  Richmond,  who 
obferved,  that  it  was  now  too  late  in 
the  feiilon  to  debate  the  principle  of 
the  bill,  and  that,  if  it  were  altered 
in  that  houfe,  the  confcquence 
might  be,  that  it  would  be  totally 
loft.  Earl  Stanhope  treated  this 
objection  with  great  contempt.  The 
bill,  in  his  opinion,  was  of  very 
great  importance.  The  amend¬ 
ment  that  he  had  propofed  was  in¬ 
controvertible  by  re  alb  n,  and  was 
only  to  he  fet  afide  by  observing 
that  it  was  too  late  to  enter  into  its 
merits.  It  was  truly  unwife  and 
ridiculous  to  pafs  a  bill  which  we 
are  told  is  abfurd,  and  fuperfede  all 
debate  upon  it  by  faying  that  it 
may  be  amended  next  year.  The 
motion  of  lord  Stanhope  was  re¬ 
jected  withotR  a  diviiion. 

A  mot|oi^ 
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A  motion  was  made  in  the  houfe 
of  commons  on  the  ninth  of  March 
by  Mr.  Marfham ,  and  feconded  by 
Mr.  Honey  wood,  members  lor  the 
county  of  Kent,  for  leave  to  bring 
in  a  bill  for  fee  tiring  the  freedom  of 
eledfion,  by  excluding  perfons  hold¬ 
ing  places  in  the  navy  and  the  ord¬ 
nance  from  voting  as  electors.  This 
bill  underwent  coniiderable  dilctif- 
iion  on  its  fecond  reading,  which 
took  place  on  the  thirtieth  of 
March.  Mr.  Marfham  endeavoured 
to  recommend  it  to  the  bonie,  by  ob¬ 
serving  that  its  objedt  was  merely 
to  extend  the  provifions  of  an  add, 
introduced  by  Mr.  Crewe  in  the 
year  >782  for  fetting  ahde  the 
votes  of  the  officers  of  the  cuftoms 
and  excife,  and  which  had  always 
received  the  loudeft  applaule  of  the 
friends  of  liberty  and  the  confuta¬ 
tion,  He  replied  to  the  common 
objection,  that  to  deprive  men  of 
their  fan  chiles  was  to  iniiidf  on 
them  a  pimifhment,  and  to  fix  a 
ftigma.  on  their  charadters,  by  ob- 
ferving,  that  a  franchife  was  in  re- 
lity  of  no  value,  when  the  per- 
fon  by  whom  it  was  held  was  not 
permitted  to  exercife  it  according 
to  his  diferetion,  and  that  in  reality 
he  was  conferring  a  benefit,  not 
committing  an  injury  upon  the  per¬ 
fons  in  quell  ion.  He  afked  what 
rffiht  had  anv  one  to  conceive  that 

D  j  in* 

the  bill  would  be  deemed  a  hardmip 
by  the  objedls  of  it,  and  where 
were  the  petitions  again!!  it  ? 

Mr.  Pitt  rendered  himfeif  con- 
fpicuous  by  his  oppofition  to  the 
bill  of  Mr.  Marfham.  He  reprobated 
the  idea  that  had  been  fuggefted, 
that  the  houfe  would  be  guilty  of 
any  incon fiftency,  in  having  for¬ 
merly  received  the  bill  of  Mr. 
Crewe,  and  nw  rejecting  tfie  bill 
of  Mr.  Marfham.  At  the  period 
in  which  the  former  had  been  in- 
Uo^pccd,  the  houfe  had  very  fuf- 
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ficient  reafon  for  the  condud!  they 
had  adopted.  A  fhort  time  before 
they  had  come  to  a  refolution,  that 
the  influence  of  the  crown  had  in- 
creafed,  was  increalrng,  and  ought 
to  be  dimi ni (lied..  The  truth  of 
this  polition  was  abundantly  appa¬ 
rent  from  the  hiitory  of  the  times  ; 
and  the  people  had  been  convinced 
that  it  was  under  the  operation  of 
this  influence,  that  the  houfe  of 
commons  were  induced  to  lend  their 
aili fiance  towards  the  carrying  on  n 
moil  ruinous  and  di 'graceful  war, 
after  it  had  long  ceafed  to  be,  what 
he  much  feared  it  once  had  been, 
a  favourite  with  the  nation.  The 
objedt  of  Mr.  Crewe’s  bill  had 
been  to  give  life  and  effedt  to  the 
principle  of  that  refolution,  which 
otherwife  mu  ft  have  remained  a 
dead  letter  upon  the  journals.  No¬ 
thing  could  certainly  have  been 
better  calculated  to  reduce  that  in¬ 
fluence  of  the  crown  which  had 
been  complained  of  as  a  grievance, 
than  the  reftridHons  thus  impofed 
upon  the  officers  of  the  revenue. 
But  did  it  follow,  that,  beeaufe  it 
was  neceffary  to  1  educe  the  influ¬ 
ence  of  the  crown  to  a  certain 
leve.l,  it  would  of  courfe  be  an  aft 
of  incon  fffiency  to  refufe  to  reduce 
it  bill  farther  ?  Had  the  objedt  of 
Mr.  Crewe’s  bill  been  accomplifh- 
ed  ?  If  not,  why  extend  to  a  greater 
compafs  an  invidious  diftindtion, 
which,  having  nothing  to  fupport 
it  but  its  fuppofed  beneficial  opera¬ 
tion,  mu  ft  lofe  all  fhadow  of  pro¬ 
priety  if  that  operation  ftiould  ap¬ 
pear  to  have  failed  ?  But  if  the  bill 
had  proved  f needs fut,  then  the 
objedt  for  which  it  tv  as  adopted  was 
obtained,  !and  all  further  proceed¬ 
ings  were  rendered  unneceffary. 
It  was  not  however  fo  much  upon 
thefe  groundvthat  Mr.  Pitt  though^ 
it  became  him  to  oppofe  Mir.  Mar- 
fham’s  bill ;  fnice  he  was  willing 

to 
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to  admit,  that  any  influence  remain¬ 
ing  in  the  crown,  in  matters  of 
tlediom,  ought  to  completely  de¬ 
ft  roved. 

The  farther  arguments  of  Mr. 
Pitt  were  derived  from  the  conli- 
deration  of  the  defcriptiomof  people 
who  were  the  objects  of  the  opera¬ 
tion  of  the  propofed  bill.  The 
per  fans  excluded  by  Mr.  Crewe’s 
add,  were  fuch,  as  were  concerned 
in  the  collection  of  the  public  re¬ 
venue,  and  to  whole  interefts  an 
extenfion  of  the  public  burthens 
mull  n  ceffarily  be  conducive.  How 
different  was  the  lituation  of  the 
officers, of  the  navy  and  ordnance  ? 
The  one  fattened  on  the  di  it  re  lies 
of  their  country,  the  other  earned 
a  livelihood  by  contributing  to  its 
defence.  A  fecond  point  of  dif- 
crimination  between  them  lay  in 
this  circumftance,  that  the  officers 
of  the  excife  and  cultoms  were  dii- 
perfed  over  every  part  of  the  ifland  ; 
that  they  formed  a  phalanx  which 
pervaded  the  kingdom,  whereas  the 
workmen  belonging  to  the  navy  and 
the  ordnance  were  entirely  confined 
to  a  few  particular  fpots.  But 
another  diftinCtion.  more  ftriking 
than  all  the  reft  was,  that  the  re¬ 
venue  officers  were  completely  un¬ 
der  the  influence  of  government, 
which  could  in  a  moment  reduce 
them  to  beggary.  But  on  the  con- 
trary,  the  per  Tons  employed  in  the 
departments  now  under  coniider- 
ation,  had  no  reafon  even  to  thank 
their  employers.  By  going  into 
the  ffirvice  of  the  merchant,  they 
might  earn  as  comfortable  a  liveli¬ 
hood  as  they  could  in  the  fervic.e 
of  the  public  ;  and  thou  Id  they 
be  exafperated  by  any  ill  treat¬ 
ment  to  have  the  kingdom,  there 
yvas  not  a  maritime  nation  in 
the,  w  rid  that  would  not  be  ready 
•  to  receive  them.  Had  there,  Mr, 
piit  demanded,  ever  happened  any 
k*«J  ckufc  of  complaint  againft  any 


of  the  per fons  belonging  to  this 
ciafs,  for  fubmitting  to  take  their 
orders  from  government  at  elec¬ 
tions  ?  The  houle  would  be  pleafed 
to  confider  who  were  the  reprefen- 
tatives  for  thole  counties,  Kent* 
Hampfhire,  Devonfhire  and  Corn- 
wal.  to  which  this  fuppofed  influ¬ 
ence  was  wholly  confined.  From 
their  independence,  as  well  in  for¬ 
tune  as  in  principles,  they  were  the 
very  men,  whom  of  all  others  a 
corrupt  government  would  wifh  to 
keep  out  of  thofe  walls. 

Mr.  Fox  replied  to  the  reafonings 
of  Mr.  Put.  Mr.  Pitt  had  at  flint 
feemed  to  imagine  that,  there  was 
ibme  degree  of  influence  proper  to 
remain  in  the  crown;  but  he  had 
afterwards  recanted,  and  acknow¬ 
ledged  that  no  fuch  influence  ought 
to  exift.  But,  if  this  were  the  cafe, 
the  whole  of  his  argument  on  the 
l'u  {fleet  of-  conflftency  went  for  no¬ 
thing,  and  the  charge  of  felf-con- 
tradidion  was  completely  brought 
home  to  him,  if  he  per  lifted  in  his 
oppontion.  He  had  pretended  to 
make  a  diitindion  between  the  per- 
fons  concerned  in  the  former  and 
in  the  preient  bill.  Mr.  Fox  ihould 
not  take  upon  himfelf  to  fay  which 
of  the  two  bodies  of  men  were  the 
moil  dangerous ;  but  he  would  af- 
fert,  that  the  reafoning  of  Mr.  Pitt 
upon  this  bead  did  not  reach  the 
principle  of  the  meafure,  but  only 
tended  to  prove,  that,  though  it  was 
neceuary  and  proper,  it  was  not  fo 
indilpcniible  as  the  iormer  regula¬ 
tion.  It  was  difficult  to  avoid 
finding  at  the  idea.,  that  the  arti- 
ftuis,  ft  deprived  of  their  votes  in 
eledions,  would  go  to  foreign  coun¬ 
tries  in  resentment.  X\  hat  were 
thet"  to  do  ;  abroad  ?  W  ere  they  to 
have  voices  in  the  appointment  of 
members  of  parliament  in  France? 
were  they  to  influence  the  eledions 
of  Spain  ?  or  were  they  to  look  tor 
a  fliare  in  the  ariftocracy  of  Hol¬ 
land  ? 
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land?  Mr.  Pitt  had  ventured  to  fay, 
that  no  bad  effects  were  felt  from 
the  interference  of  thefe  men  in 
elections.  Mr.  Fox  however  in- 
itanced  in  a  late  violent  contefi:  for 
the  county  of  Southampton,  and 
averred,  thatnoperfen,  who  remem¬ 
bered  the  circumftances  of  that 
election,  would  pretend  to  fay,  that 
the  influence  of  government  had 
not  been  employed  upon  the  people 
in  the  dock  yards.  The  idea  of 
arguing,  that,  became  the  exerc'ife 
of  influence  had  been  unfuccefsful, 
the  influence  itfelf  could  not  exift, 
wastoo  ridiculous  for  animadveriion. 
That  influence  had  not  in  any  de- 
o-ree  been  diminifhed,  iince  the  ce- 
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lebrated  refolution  of  the  houfe  of 
commons  to  which  Mr.  Pitt  had 
referred.  The  circumdances  of  the 
late  changes  on  the  contrary  prov¬ 
ed,  that  it  had  continued  moll  ra¬ 
pidly  to  increafe,  fo  as  to  fill  every 
true  friend  to  the  conftitution  with 
alarming  apprehenfions. 

The  arguments  of  Mr.  Pitt  were 
further  purfueid  by  lord  Mulgrave 
and  Mr.  Dundas.  By  the  former 
of  thefe  it  W'as  enquired,  who  there 
was,  that  had  ever  dared  to  grant  a 
workman  preferment,  merely  on 
account  of  his  election  intereft  ? 
The  man  that  did  fo  deferved  to 
die  upon  a  fcaffold.  Mr.  Dundas 
oppofed  the  bill  upon  the  broadeil 
principles.  He  declared,  that  it  was 
highly  indecent  to  fix  a  ftigma  upon 
any  let  of  jnen,  merely  becaufe 
they  were  employed  in  the  king’s 
jfervice.  He  reprobated  Mr.  Crewe’s 
act,  and  defired  any  one  to  (land  up 
and  fliow  his  face  manfully  in  de¬ 
fence  of  it.  He  maintained  that 
the  idea  of  all  reform  bills  of  that 
fort,  deferved  a  high  degree  o*  con¬ 
tempt  and  ridicule.  The  real  fndt 
was  limply  this,  that,  whenever 
perfons  of  sL  particular  defeription 
were  out  of  place,  they  found  it 
neccilary  every  now  and  then  to 
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amufe  the  public  by  ferving  up  a 
difh  of  disfranchifements. 

Mr.  Sheridan  replied  to  lord 
Mulgrave  and  Mr,  Dundas.  With 
regard  to  the  d i Hi  of  disfranchife- 
ment,  Mr.  Dundas,  of  all  men, 
lliould  not  have  let  it  before  the 
houfe,  who  mull:  undoubtedly  re¬ 
member,  that  he  had  not  only  firlfc 
been  induced  to  nibble1  a  little  at  a 
plate  or  fide  difh  filled  with  the 
fame  ingredients,  but  bad  after¬ 
wards  been  "brought  to  fit  down  to 
a  whole  courfe  of  difhes  of  that 
fort,  when  Mr.  Pitt  had  ferved  up 
his  grand  entertainment  of  parlia¬ 
mentary  reform.  The  object  of 
that  reform  had  been,  not  to  disfran- 
chife  a  Angle  defeription  of  men. 
merely,  but  a  large  number  of 
votes  from  many  different  boroughs. 
Mr,  Sheridan  acknowledged,  that 
Mr.  Dundas  had  never  made  an 
affertion  without  being  ready  to 
fliow  his  face  at  the  fame  time  •  and, 
he  believed  that  the  houfe  would 
agree  with  him,  that  there  was  no 
argument,  however  irreconcilable 
with  reafon  or  logic,  upon  which 
he  had  not  been  perfectly  ready  to 
put  a  good  countenance.  He  added 
however,  that,  if  lord  Mulgrave’s 
obfervation  were  admitted,  and  if 
every  man  who  ufed  the  influence 
of  the  crown  improperly  were  to 
lorn  his  head,  he  was  apprehenfive 
that  Mr,  Dundas  would  not  at  this 
day  have  had  a  face  to  have 
fhown. 

The  fubjeft  of  the  borough  of 
Queenbo rough  was  revived  in  this 
debate.  Mr.  Courtenay  ftated,  that 
the  (economical  reform,  which  had 
been  propoli  d  in  that  quarter,  had 
been  originally  undertaken  upon  a 
fuggefl:i on  of  theduke  of  Richmond, 
though  the  duke  had  afterward* 
been  the  firfi:  to  counteract:  it.  In 
the  year  1782  the  prefent  mader- 
geheral,  glowing  with  all  the  zea| 
of  patriotic  reform  and  tire  hopes 
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of  coming  into  office,  bad  in  one 
of  bis  declamatory  invective's  point¬ 
ed  out  Queenborough,  as  a  linking 
in. dunce  of  the  corrupt  practices  of 
adfifinillration,  and  of  the  lavifli 
expenditure  of  the  public  money 
in  the  department  of  the  idi  dilance. 
On  that  ground  lord  Townihend 
had  ordered  an  enquiry,  had  re¬ 
ceived  the  report  of  the  inperin- 
tendant,  and  had  given  exprefs  or¬ 
ders  for  the  execution  of  the  plan 
m  the  clofe  of  the  year  1783.  The 
duke  of  Richmond  however,  eager  as 
he  always  Was  to  Ferre  his  country, 
and  to  proceed  immediately  to  bu  li¬ 
ne  fs,,  had  after  ki fling  hands,  gone 
immediately  down  totheboard  room, 
and  entered  a  minute  upon  his  own 
authority,  to  check  the  officious  zeal 
/  of  the  fuperin  tend  .ant,  and  fave  the 
loyal  freemen  of  Queenborough 
from  defirublion.  Mr.  Courtenay 
declared  his  refolutioh  to  vote  for 
the  bill,  Mr.  Martin  followed  him 
upon  the  fame  fide,  and  expreffed 
Hot  a  little  aftonilhment  to  think  how 
any  gentleman,  who  fupported  Mr. 
Crewe’s  abf,  could  reconcile  it  to 
Ids  mind  not  to  vote  for  the  prefynt 
bill.  The  bill  was  fupported  by 
Mr.  Clerk  jervoife7  and  Mr  Saw- 
bridge.  It  was  oppofed  by  Mr. 
Grenville,  Mr.  Pye,  Mr.  Drake, 
Mr.  GMf&oync,  fir  Edward  Deer* 
ing,  and  fir  Charles  Middle- 
ton.  Upon  a  divifion  the  numbers 
appeared,  ayes  for  the  fecond  read¬ 
ing  "4.1,  noes‘117. 

Wc  have  given  fpiTTe  account  in 
our  volume  of  tire"  tivb1  bills  of  lord 
Mahon,  now  cart' '  a  if  hope,  for 
t  h  e  reg  u  la  t ion  s;  of  el’e  'Eons.  T h e 
former  of  thefe,  which,  was  the  molt 
important,  received  the  fa  nth  ion  of 
the  houfe  of  commons  in  the,  pre- 
cedirg  fellion, -and  was  rejected  in 
the  lords  at  the'  particular  in  {liga¬ 
tion  of  lord  Thin  low.  It  Was  ac- 
eoidingdy  introduced  anew  into 


parliament  early  in  the  fdiion  of 
1786  ;  and  its  author,  in  the  fpeech 
he  made  upon  the  quellion  for  leave 
to  bring  it  in,  was  particularly  fe- 
vrere  upon  its.  dignified  oppofer  in 
the  other  houfe.  He  laid,  that  it 
had  been  treated  on  that  occafion 
on  the  part  of  one  perfon  with  all 
the  candour,  with  all  the  decency 
and  decorum,  and  with  all  the  -ref-* 
pe£t  to  the  houfe  of  commons  who 
had  adopted  it,,  which  that  affeinbly 
unquefHonably  deferred ;  and  he 
ftigmatized  the  conduct  of  that 
perfon,  as  containing  in  it  foms- 
what  more,  than  one  Would  have 
thought  quite  fufficient  to  gratify 
the  moft  bitter  tory  fpleen. 

The  bill  was  oppofed  upon  its 
fecond  reading  on  the  twelfth  of 
May,  by  Mr.  William  Grenville. 
He  dated  it  to  the  houfe  as  a  iyfiem 
of  impracticability  apd  Eutopianifin. 
A  bill  fi mi  lay  to  the  prefent  had 
been  palled  in  the  parliament  of  Ire¬ 


land  in  the  courfe  of  the  la  ft  leffion, 
and  Rich  had  appeared  likely  to 
have  been  its  operation  and  effect, 
that,  had  any  vacancy  for  a  county 
member  happened,  there  would  not 
have  been  a  Engle  freeman  qualified 
to  vote  for  the  candidate  who  of¬ 
fered  to  fill  up  the  vacancy.  He 
imderffobd  therefore,  that  the  very 
firfi  a£t  of  the  Irifh  parliament  in 
the  prefent  fdiion  had  been  to  pafs 
a  bill,  to  fufpend  the  operation  of  • 
their  act  of  the  preceding  feilion.  . 
The  bill  was  farther  oppofed  by 
Mr.  William  Young,  Mr.  Powys,  . 
and  Mr.  Baffard.  It  received  the 
fupport  of  fir  jofeph  Mawbey,  fir  . 
William  Dolben,  the  earl  of  Sui>  , 
rey,  apt!  My.  Pitt.  Upon  the  quef- 
tion  for  fending,  it  to  a  committee, 
the 'houie, divided,,,  ayes  98,  noes ,22. 

The  bill  having  paired  tire  com¬ 
mons,  at  length  came  under  the 
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difeumen  of  the  houfe  of  lords.  It  ; 
was  a  citcurafiance  favourable  to  its 
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fuecefs,that  lordThurlow  was  at  this 
time  confined  to  his  houfe  by  inciii- 
pGlitiom  Lord  Stanhope,  in  a  speech 
which  he  delivered  on  the  twenty- 
ninth  of  June  upon  the  motion  for 
the  fecond  reading,  endeavoured  to 
explain  and  recommend  to  the 
houfe  the  meafurc  of  which  he  was 
the  author.  He  offer ved  that  the 
bill  had  been  called  a  bill  of  di!~ 
rranch'fement.  Every  meafure  for 
remdatiiw  and  reducing  with  me- 
thod  and  order  a  bu  fin  els  like  that 
of  election,  mult  necdfiirily;  be  ca¬ 
pable  of  that  operation.  His  bill 
oovvever  had  gieatly  the  prefer¬ 
ence  over  that  of  Mr,  Powys, 

,  which  had  been  palled  in  the  year 
L780,  and  which  had  directed,  that 
:he  mode  in  which  county  voters 
Should  be  aider  tamed,  fliould  be  by 
:  the  books  of  the  land-tax  afleilbrs. 
By  that  bill  any  mhJake,  whether 
n voluntary  or  by  defign,  of  omit- 
:ing  or  even  mifpeilmg  a  name, 
lifqualified  the,  perfem  to  whom  the 
wit  or  related.  By  the  prefect  bill, 
10  man  could  be  disfranihifed  but 
tv  his  own  fault.  Such  was  the 
ibfurdity  of  the  exifling  law,  that 
t  the  lad  general  election  it  was 
Hlifcovered,  that  more  than  one  half 
Jbf  the  freeholders  of  the  kingdom 
:  yere  under  disfranchi foment.  The 
iuplicates  of  the  land-tax,  which 
night  to  be  figned  and  fealed  by 
hree  comtniffi oners,  had  fome  of 
hem  been  figned  only  by  two, 

;  b me  by  one;  and  ot’ners  not  at  all, 
n  a  particular  eleHion  an  exprefs 
ad  been  ferit  pod  hade  to  town 
a  0  an  eminent  counfel,  to  know 
j  /hat  was  to  be  done.  The  counfel 
cry  ingeniouily  advifed  his  client 
3  proceed  directly  in  the  teeth  of 
;  ae  aft  of  parliament,  in  order  to, 
i  et  over  the  difficulty,  and  to  give 
1  thofe  votes  the  prim  a  facie  ap- 
earance  of  good  votes.  This  was 
-  s>ne,  and  no  perfon  making  an 


objection  it  Succeeded.  Another 
great  object  of  tire  bill  was  to  fu p~ 
port  Mr.  Grenville’s  bill,  The; 
Gloucederfiiire  committee  of  the 
houfe  of  commons  had  fat  for  three 
or  four  months,  and  the  Bedford- 
ffiire  .committee,  though  Bedford- 
fibre  was  admail  county,  between 
two  and  three  months.  Upon  the 
Bu cki nghamilii re  petition  it  Had  been 
almod  impodible  to  obtain  a  bailor, 
fa  averfe  were  the  members  of  the 
houfe  of  commons  to  fubmit  to  the 
cunfequent  drudgery,.  If  at  a  ge¬ 
neral  cicition  there  fliould  be  ten 
or  fifteen  petitions  from  large  coun¬ 
ties,  there  would  be  an  end  to  the 
moil  excellent  aft  of  Mr,  Gren¬ 
ville,  u niels  fome  plan,  fuel*  ns. 
that  propofed  by  the  bill,  to  fliorten 
the  proceedings  before  Mr.  Gren¬ 
ville’s  committees,  were  adopted. 
The  (peach  of  earl  Stanhope  was 
replied  to  by  lord  Sydney.  He  ur¬ 
ged  ilrongly  the  fliortneffi  of  fhg 
period  that  remained  for  difeuffion  ; 
and,  remarking  that  the  bill  had 
been  many  months  in  the  other  - 
houfe,  aider  ted,  that  it  would  be 
indecent  not  to  allow  their  lordfhips 
as  many  days  for  its  consideration* 
Earl  Stanhope  had  furnifhed  one 
exceedingly  flrong  argument  in  fup- 
port  of  the  motion  which  lord  Syd¬ 
ney  intended  to  make.  That  no¬ 
bleman,  who  profefled  himfeif  to 
be  cotiverfant  with  the  laws  relative 
to  elections,  had  aliened,  that  all 
the  laws  on  the  iubjedl  were  defec¬ 
tive  and  replete  with  error  and  con¬ 
tradiction.  Surely  the  truth  of  an 
afiertion  of  fo  important  and  com- 
prehenlive  a  nature,  required  in- 
vefligation.  It  was  not  his  cutlom, 
added  lord  Sydney,  to  add  refs  his 
a  gu merits  to  any  ipeech  delivered 
at  another  time  in  another  aflem- 
bly ;  but,  as  lord  Stanhope  had 
h  i  in  I  el  r  been  in  the  houfe  of  com¬ 
mons  when  the  bill  was  introduced 

there. 
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there,  perhaps  he  could  tell  the 
ho  life  that  it  was  introduced  with  a 
ipeech,  attacking  certain  arguments 
which  had  been  advanced  within 
thofe  walls,  and  taking  very  great 
liberties  with,  a  mold  rdpedtable  au¬ 
thority.  Lord  Sydney  was  not  in 
tl*e  habit  of  faying  things  in  a  flip¬ 
pant  way,  and  he  hoped  he  fhould 
never  accitftom  himfelf  to  fuch  cx- 
preilion,  as  that  this  was  ablurd,  that 
was  foolifh,  and  the  other  was  Huff. 
It  was  eafy  to  apply  a  debaling 
epithet  to  any  thing,  but  with  men 
accultomcd  to  examine  before  they 
determined  that  mode  of  debate 
would  have  little  weight.  The 
nobleman  to  whom  he  alluded  had 
by  moil;  irrefragable  arguments  con¬ 
vinced  the  houfe  in  a  former  feiiion 


that  the  bill  ought  not  to  pals.  The 
abfence  of  that  perfon  was  of  itfelf 
a  firon?-  argument  in  his  mind 
again  ft  proceeding  any  farther  with 
the  bill  at  p relent,  i'he  realbnings 
of  lord  Sydney  were  anfwered  by 
the  marquis  of  Carmarthen,  and 
the  bill  was  farther  fupported  by 
lord  Hopeton.  The  noblemen  who 
(poke  on  the  other  fide  were  doctor 
Warren,  bifhop  of  Bangor,  and 
the  earl  of  Sandwich.  Upon  the 
fecond  reading  the  houfe  divided, 
contents  in  favour  of  the  bill  ii, 
not  contents  4  ;  but  upon  the  third 
reading  the  houfe  having  muflcred 
in  a  fomewhat  greater  number,  and 
feveral  proxies  being  given,  the  ii* 
nal  divilion  was  contents  15,  not 
contents  38. 


CHAPTER,  V. 

^ ill  for  ejlahlifrthig  a  Sinking  Fund*  Civil  L' ft  Bill.  TFins  Excife  Bills, 
BUI  of  Crown  Lands.  Mr *  14' ilberforce  s  Bill .  Fifh cries .  Complaint 
of  Lord  Rodney . 


TH  E  fubjedf,  which  the  mini  Her 
feemed  to  intend  fhould  make 
the  principal  figure  in  this  feiiion  of 
parliament,  was  the  propofal  of  a 
linking  fund,  to  be  applied  towards 
difeharging  the  national  debt.  We 
have  already  endeavoured  to  d  f- 
cover  the  general  merit  of  projects 
of  this  fort,  when  we  had  oceafion 
to  treat  of  the  plan  of  the  French 
cailfe  d’amortiffement,  which  was; 
anftituted  in  the  month  of  Augulf, 
’1784.  There  are  few  writers  whole 
works  are  more  inllrudiive  or  more 
Lifeful  than  the  ingenious  inventors 
of  paradoxes.  While  they  are  in 
the  purfuit  of  a  propolition  which 
is  neither  plauhble  nor  true,  they 
eecafionally  ill  ultra te  various  inci¬ 


dental  fubjefls,  and  the  fingulariry 
of  their  ideas  enables  them  to  fuc- 
ceed  in  dilboveries,  which  the  plain 
and  an  Ids  enquirer  after  truth 
would  never  have  thought  of. 
Thus  it  has  notorioufly  happened 
in  the  prefent  inftance.  The  sera 
at  which  we  are  arrived,  has  pro* 
duced  reafoners,  who  have  endea- 
von  red  to  demon  (Irate  that  the  ex= 
ti action  and  the  reduction  of  a  na¬ 
tional  debt  are  vain  and  vihonary 
theories  ;  that  they  can  never  be 
effected  in  any  important  degree* 
and  that  the  purfuit  of  them  is 
pregnant  with  diftrels,  calamity  and 
ruin.  Maintaining  a  prOpolitiort 
lo  indefen fible  in  its  tenour,  they 
have  taught  us  in  a  more  linking 

manner 
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farmer  ghan  any  other  political 
ibeculatiffs,  that  an  ohieft  of  this 
kind  may  be'  pur-med  with  an  ex? 
treme.aud  a  de  fir  active  vehemence  ; 
that,  lo  long  as  the  p  re  lent  iituation 
of  things  (hall  continue,  the  carry¬ 
ing  on  of  wars  upon  loans  is  a  mat¬ 
ter  of  indifpeniible  necefiity  p  that 
the  ine  realm  g  the  number  of  our 
taxes  Is  no  infallible' receipt  for  the 
increaling  our  income-;  arid  that  in 
the  hands  of  a  fkiiftil  financier  the 
abolition  of  impoils  will  ibmetiir.es 
be  found  to  enhance  the  amount  of 
the  general  revenue.  Thefe  spe¬ 
culations  have  not  been  without 
in yir  effect  upon  our  practical  ffatef- 
men,  and  upon  the.  mini  iters  q£  the 
fir  it  courts  in  Europe.  M.  de  Ca- 
lonne,  in  the  inihince  to  which  we 
have  alluded,  let  apart  no  greater  a 
fum  than  an  annuity  of  uojoool. 
as  the  original  foundation  of  his 
linking-  fund  ;  and  we  (hail  find  Mr, 
Pitt  laying  few  additional  burthens 
on  the  people  ot  England  for  the 
creation  of  his  favourite  object  of 
an  annual  million. 

The  prefect  feffion  of  parliament 
appears  to  have  commenced  with 
ideas,  if  not  honourable  to  the  mi- 
niffer,  at  lead  extremely  favourable 
to  tlie -fuccels  of  his  operation .  W e  - 
found  -Mr,  Fox  in  our  preceding 
volume,  treating  the  {abject  of  the 
finances  of  his  country  with  a  lan¬ 
guage  full  of  appreheniioh,  and 
with  exprcllion's  ffrongly  -importing 
■the  immediate  neceffuy  of  extraor¬ 
dinary  meafures.  in  the  fpeech 
which  he  made  upon  the  fir  ft  day 
of  the  piefent  feffion,  he  appears  to 
have  altered  his  tone.  Fie  no  lon¬ 
ger  doubts  of  the'  prosperous  hate 
of  the  revenue,  he  only  requires 
to  be  allowed  in  a  degree  of  fcep- 
ticifm  refpedtiny  the  caufes  of  that 
prolperity.  With  regard  to  the 
extension  of  trade,  the  klcreafe  of 
the  public  credit,  and  the  growing 
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furplus  of  the  revenue,  thefe  were 
circumfiances  in  which  every  man 
mull  rejoice.  No  party,  no  politic 
cal  fadtion,  no  fet  of  perfects  of 
any  name  or  description  could  with¬ 
hold  their  exultation  upon  a  iub- 
jeci  .  of  fo  general  benefit.  The 
concluhon  that  was  to  be  drawn, 
from  thefe  appearances,  the  return¬ 
ing- -vigour  of  our  refeurces,  mull, 
afford  matter  of  folic!  fatisfadtioa 
and  unreft  rained  triumph  to  all  ranks 
of  men  and  all  parties  in  the  ftate, 
E ut  were  thefe  matters  of  furprife, 
or  circum fiances  to  caufe  aftoiiiili- 
merit  ?  Undoubtedly  they  were  not, 
Almoft  every  man  knew  there  would 
be  fome  furpkis  ;  almoft-  every  man 
-expebied  it ;  they  only  differed 
about  the  amount  of  that  furpius. 
Mr.  Fox  would'  not  pretend  to 
affign  the  caufes  to  which  thefe 
fymploms  of  returning  vigour  were 
afe rib-able  ;  that  might  be  matter  of 
much  ulelefs  difference  of  opinions 
Several  of  them  might  be  owing-  to 
the  fuecefs  of  feme  of  the  meafures 
of  the  prefect  adminiffrauon ;  he- 
would  not  be  lb  uncandid  as  to  deny 
that  they  were.  But  more,  far 
more,  he  believed  were  owing  to 
the  failure  ot  other  of  their  mea- 
fures,  which,  had  they  fttcceeded* 
mu  ft  have  been  attended  with  con- 
fequences  the  mo  ft  fatal  to  the  re-* 
venue,  and  to  the  national  credit: 
and  piofperhy  that  could  poffibly 
be  imagined.  Mr.  Fox  dated  irt 
firong  terms  the  mi  (chief  the  mea¬ 
fures  to  which  he  all  uded  had  ahvadv 
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produced,  by  dilguffing-  the  man  li¬ 
lac  tu  rers  of  Great  Britain,  teach¬ 
ing  them  that  the  houfe  of  com¬ 
mons  would  difregafd-  their  peti¬ 
tions,  and  bringing  into  clifcuiffon  a 
variety  of  points  which  he  was 
convinced  ought  never  to  have  been, 
diffurbed.  Nothing  but  the  alarm 
and  difguft  attending  the  agitation 

O  .  O 

of  thole  bad  meaferes  could  have 

fo 
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fo  long  kept  back  the  returning* 
trade  of  the  country,  the  natural 
confequence  of  peace,  and  which 
had  followed  upon  the  eoncluffon 
of  every  war  in  which  We  had  been 
engaged.  This  alarm  and  disfguft 
had  been  in  a  great  degree  removed 
by  the  failure  cf  the  Irifh  propofi- 
tions  ;  and  the  tide  of  trade  was 
now  returning  to  its  old  and  natu¬ 
ral  channel. 

Mr.  Pitt  moved  early  in  the  fef- 
ffion,  that  feveral  papers  fliould  be 
laid  upon  the  table  of  the  houfe  of 
commons,  to  enable  them  to  form 
an  eitimate  of  the  annual  national 
income,  as  well  as  the  amount  of 
the  public  expenditure,  in  confe¬ 
quence  of  which  they  would  be  em¬ 
powered  to  judge  of  the  ex i fling  fur- 
plus,  and  of  the  fum  it  would  be 
farther  neceiiary  to  provide,  in  or¬ 
der  to  raife  the  total  to  tire  .amount 
which  was  intended  to  form  the  ori¬ 
ginal  balis  of  the  intended  finking 
fund.  On  the  feventh  of  March 
Mr.  Pitt  farther  moved  for  the  ap¬ 
pointment  by  ballot  of  a  feledt  com¬ 
mittee  of  nine  per  fans,  to  examine 
the  papers,  and  to  lay  the  re i ult 
before  the  houfe.  His  intention 
was  to  take  every  poffible  flep  to 
give  full  and  complete  Satisfaction, 
to  the  nation  in  a  matter  of  great 
and  general  concern  ;  and  he  con¬ 
ceived,  that  the  folemnity  of  a  com¬ 
mittee,  and  the  formality  of  a  re¬ 
port  would  anfwer  this  purpofe 
better,  than  a  let  of  unconnected 
papers  or  the  affirmation  of  a  mi¬ 
ni  Iter.  The  members  of  the  com¬ 
mittee  were  the  marquis  of  Graham, 
Ivl  r .  W  i  11  i  am  G  r e  m v  i  1 1  e ,  M  r .  Ed  w  a  r d 
Eliot,  Mr.  Role,  Mr.  Wi,  Perforce, 
Mr.  Beaufoy,  Mr.  John  Call,  Mr. 
Smyth  and  Mr.  Addington,  the  two 
lall  of  whom  had  been  the  mover 
and  l'cconder  of  the  add  refs  upon 
the  fpeech  from  the  throne.  The 
report  of  this  committee  was  laid 


before  the  houfe  on  the  twenty -fir IT, 
and  the  copies  of  it  were  delivered 
to  the  members  on  the  twenty- 
feventh  of  March.  It  is<  not  n'e- 
ceffary  for  us  to  date  the  contents 
of  this  report,  as  they  will  come  at 
large  before  our  readers  in  the  fus- 
fequent  debates. 

Two  days  after  the  copies  had 
been  delivered,  Mr.  Pitt  opened  his 
budget  in. a  committee  of  the  whole 
houfe.  He  congratulated  parlia¬ 
ment  in  a  very  animated  ityle,  upon 
the  fpedfacle  with  which  this  day 
p relented  them.  To  behold  their 
country,  emerging  from  a  mod  un¬ 
fortunate  war,  which  added  fuch 
an  accumulation  to  debts  before  iin- 
menfe,  that  it  was  the  belief  of 
furrounding  nations,  and  of  many 
among  ourfelves,  that  our  powers 
mu  ft  ncccfTarily  fail,  and  that  we 
fliould  link  under  the  burthen  :  to 
behold  the  nation,  inflead  of  de- 
fpairing.at  its  alarming  condition, 
looking  its  fituation  in  the  face,  and 
edabjiftiing  upon  a  fpirited  and  per¬ 
manent  plan,  the  means  of  reliev¬ 
ing  itfelf  from  its  incumbrances, 
gave  fuch  an  idea  of  our  re¬ 
sources,  as  muff  afford  the  mod;  in- 
tereding  fpedtacle  to  ourfelves,  mull 
ailonifh  the  nations  around  us,  and 
mud:  enable  us  to  regain  that  pre¬ 
eminence  to  which  we  were  on  many 
accounts  fo  judly  entitled.  The 
wifhed-for  day  was  at  length  arriv¬ 
ed,  when  all  defpondency  and  gloo¬ 
my  fear  might  he  laid  aiide,  and 
when  our  profpedt  brightened  on 
every  fide  with  exultation  and  hope. 
With  how  much  pleasure  was  Mr. 
Pitt  able  to  add,  that  this  could  be 
carried  into  effect  without  laying 
any  new  burthens  of  qonfiderable 
magnitude  upon  the  people.  This 
was  beyond  the  expectation  of  every 
man,  and  was  indeed  a  fubjedt  of 
the  greateft  rejoicing  to  every  friend 
of  his  country. 

The, 
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The  amount,  Mr.  Pitt  obferved, 
of  the  revenue,  as  it  flood  for  the 
current  year,  was  ftated  by  the 
committee  at  15,397,000b  The  ex¬ 
penditure  they  divided  into  the  ar¬ 
ticles  that  were  permanent,  and  the 
articles  that  were  fluctuating.  In 
the  former  defcription  they  confi- 
dered  the  interefts  of  the  national 
debt,  which  was  9,275,769b,  the 
civil  lift  900,000b,  the  exchequer 
bills,  the  charges  on  the  aggregate 
fund,  and  the  appropriated  duties. 
The  whole  of  this  diviflon  was 
taken  at  10,554,000b  The  other 
ciafs  of  expences  included  the  diffe¬ 
rent  eflabliihments  for  the  defence 
of  the  nation,  as  the  army,  the 
navy,  the  ordnance,  and  the  mi¬ 
litia.  They  had  allowed  for  the 
navy  eighteen  thoufand  men,  at 
1 00b  each,  which  was  more  than 
had  ever  been  kept  up  in  time  of 
peace.  The  army  they  had  taken 
upon  the  fame  mode  of  reasoning, 
and  they  allowed  for  it  1,600,000!. 
The  whole  expenditure,  permanent 
and  fluctuating,  they  eftimated  at 
14,478,000b  Of  confequence  there 
remained  a  furplus  of  the  annual 
income  above  the  expenditure,  of 
900,000b 

It  was  however  neceflary  to  be 
obferved,  that,  though  this  was  hat¬ 
ed  to  be  the  annual  expenditure, 
fome  time  m u ft  intervene  before  the 
expenditure  could  be  reduced  to 
this  point.  The  war,  from  the 
burthen  of  which  we  were  juft  de¬ 
livered,  had  been  moft  expenftve 
and  ruinous.  Many  of  the  drains 
that  had  occurred  during  the  courfe 
of  it,  had  not  ended  with  the  con- 
clufion  of  peace,  but  ftill  continu¬ 
ed,  and  mull  be  expeCted  for  fome 
time  to  hanp*  over  the  nation.  Un* 
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der  the  head  of  the  navy,  many 
fliips  that  had  been  laid  upon  the 
flacks  were  to  be  flniflied.  They 
had  been  built  tog  far  to  allow  them 
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to  go  back  and  be  loft  to  the  pub¬ 
lic  ;  and  they  were  belide  neceflary' 
to  increafe  our  naval  ■ftrength  to  an 
equality  with  our  powerful  neigh¬ 
bours.  The  demands  upon  this 
head"  were  fo  conliderable,  that, 
though  the  committee  had  ftated 
the  peace  eftablifhment  of  the  navy 
at  1, 800, 000b,  yet  the  expence 
attending  it  in  the  prefentyear,  was 
taken  in  the  current  eitimate  at 
2,400,000b,  and  would  at  lead 
amount  to  2, p6o, 000b  In  the-  ar¬ 
my  the  exceedings  were  much 
above  the  common  run  of  the  ex- 
pence  of  that  eftablifhment ;  and 
this  amounted  to  nearly  300,000b 
Thefe  two  futns  would  nearly  effeCf 
the  annihilation  of  the  furplus,  if 
out  of  that  furplus  it  was  neceflary 
they  fhould  be  difcharged.  But  in 
reality  they  were  not  an  nual  charges; 
they  were  the  remainder  of  the  ex¬ 
pences  of  the  la  ft  war,  and  they 
mtift  fpeedily  ceafe  altogether.  In 
four  years  the  moft  burthenfome  of 
the  articles,  that  of  fiftp  building, 
would  be  removed,  nor  could  this 
be  efteCted  fooner.  It  was  neceflary 
therefore,  that  they  fliould  look  to 
a  future  average,  in  order  to  obtain 
a  true  eftimate  of  the  difburfements 
of  the  nation, 

Mr.  Pitt  proceeded  to  examine 
what  the  amount  of  the  extraor¬ 
dinary  demand  would  be  for  the. 
whole  term  of  four  years.  The 
exceeding  of  the  navy  upon  the  cur¬ 
rent  eftimates,  above  the  fum  at 
which  it  had  been  taken  in  the  re¬ 
port  of  the  committee  was  600,00c U- 
In  the  three  following  years  it  would 
not  be  fo  much,  and  might  be  ta¬ 
ken  at  400,000b  The  fum  there¬ 
fore  to  be  provided  for  under  thia 
head,  for  the  whole  term  of  four 
years,  was  i,8oo,ooob  The  other 
heads,  that  fuggefted  themfelves  a« 
matters  of  extraordinary  demand, 
were  the  army,  the  ordnance^  and 
G  sh® 


B  R  I  T.  I  S  H  AN  D 


9S 

tire  American  loyal! (Is.  Thefe  thre"ve 
was  taken  by  Mr.  Pitt  for  the  en- 
fuing  four  years  at  1,200,000!, 
-TKe -total  demand  of  three  millions 
.might-  be  encountered  by  the  me¬ 
thod  of  funding-,  and  ways  and 
means  might  be  provided  to  anfwer 
the  interefi,  without  occafioning  any 
intolerable  burthen  .  to  the  nation. 
But  the  date  of  the  country  was-  at 
prefent  fo  very  fiourifhing,  that  Mr. 
Pitt  was  happy  to  mention,  that  it 
would  not  be  necefliuy  to  lay  any 
taxes  upon  the  people,  on  this  ac¬ 
count,  and  that  we  had  certain  ex¬ 
traordinary  refources  within  cur¬ 
ie  Ives,  which  would  be  found  abun¬ 
dantly  to  anfwer  every  thin?  that 

•"  •  •  1  J  0 

was  required. 

The  committee  had  enumerated 
thefe  refources  ;  and  the  firfi  they 
had  mentioned  was  that  of  lotteries, 
it  had  been  objeded  indeed  to  this 
method  of  railing  money,  that  it 
afforded  the  mod  dangerous  encou¬ 
ragement  to  the  fpirit  of  gaming. 
The  fpirit  of  gaming  however  was 
fo  deeply  rooted,  that  Mr.  Pitt  was 
afraid  it  was  of  little  confequcnce 
whether  a  lottery  was  given  or  with¬ 
held.  In  the  mean  time  govern¬ 
ment  was  not  relolved  whether 
there  fbould  be  one  in  the  prelent 
year.  The  next  head  was  that  of 
lavings  in  the  army,  or  funis  ©f 
money,  that  had  been  appropriated 
to  different  ler vices,  but  had  not 
been  expended.  Thefe  had  been 
found  very  confiderable  after  the 
peace  of  1763  ;  and  from  the  extent 
of  the  grants  during  the  late  war 
much  more  might  be  expected.  The 
fum*  of  430,000!.  had  already  been 


labour  upon  their 'hands;*  They 
had  to  go  thfoughmne  inmdred  and 
eighteen  regiments  of  foot,  and  as 
many  of  horfe  and  dragoon0,  whom 
accounts  for  non-effectiye  men.. had 
not  been  examined  for  twe-nty 
years  together.  One  regiment  which 
they  had  gone  through,' had  produ¬ 
ced  2  2'^oocl.  for  the  .ide  off  govern- 
meat  j  and,  though  MffPitt  could 
not  be  lb  fahguine  as  to  ex  {bed  that 
every  regiment  would  .produce  as 
much,  he  however  thought  he 
might  date  the  total,  including  con¬ 
tracts  and  other  articles  of  abide, 
at  the  fum  of  1,000,0001.  The  next 
fource  was  the  balance  due  from 
the  company  for  the  lubll tie-nce'  of 
troops  in  India.-  This  amounted  to 
600,000!.,  and  there  was  a  probabi¬ 
lity  of  its  being  paid  in  a  very 
iliort  time.  The  committee  added 
to  the  account,  the  unclaimed  di¬ 
vidends  at  the  bank,  a  part  of  which 
might  with  lately  be  applied  to  the 
public  ufe,  and  the  idle  of  the 
crown  lands. 

But  the  great  article,  upon  which 
they  infilled,  and  upon  which  they 
built  their  fureft  expectations  of 
a- permanent  1  urpi  us,  was  the  im¬ 
provement  of  the  revenue  by  pro¬ 
per  regulations  to.  dijbourage:  an 
illicit  trade.  The  regulations,  which 
had  already  been  madedn  this  re- 
fpebL  had  not-  had  room  for  their 
full  operation,  and  might  be  ex- 
peeled  Hi  1 1  to  increajfe,  fince  an  ad¬ 
dition  of  this  find  derived  from  a 
regular  fiource,  and  was  not  the 
hidden  cffc.T  of  the  refioration  of 
peace.  Wine  was  an  article  Hi  11 
fubjewf  to  great  abides,  and  demand¬ 
ed  an  immediate  remedy.  The 


paid  under  this  head  into  the  exched 
truer.  There  were  befide  immenfe 
firms  in  the  hands  of  former  pay- 
mdfiers,  which  it  was  expelled  a 
little  time  would  bring  to  the  public 
account.  The  commifiioners  of  ac¬ 
counts  had  indeed  an  immenfe 


cordumption  of  wine  in  this  country 
'Was  not  diminiflied,  and  yet  it,  ap¬ 
peared,  when  the  average  of  the  laid 
year  came  to  be  compared  with  the 
year  1746,  that 'the  revenue  upon 
this  article  fell  iliort  no  Ids  than 

240,001-!. 
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24.q>qooL  Without  laying  a  bur¬ 
then  upon  the  country,  there  were 
many  regulations  to  be  made  in  the 
a  article  or  ("pints,  that  Would  mcreafe 
the  revenue  from  that  branch  of 
trade.  The  article  of  tobacco  was 
another  objedt  that  demanded  the 
attention  of  the  legiflature  ;  and 
Mr.  Pitt  had  no  doubt,  that,  from 
the  regulations  that  would  be  pro- 
pofed  under  thefe  heads,  the  fum 
of  300,0001.  per  annurii,  might  at 
lean  be  obtained.  In  another  fef- 
fion  of  parliament  he  intended  alfo 
to  introduce  a  confolida'tion  of  the 
cuftoms,  which  would  undoubtedly 
add  greatly  to  the  produce  of  the 
revenue.  If  therefore  the  fubjecfc 
were  fairly  conlidered,  we  might 
here  fee  firms  equal  to  the  extraor¬ 
dinary  demands,  without  any  new 
application  to  parliament,  and  with¬ 
out  any  additional  burthen  upon  the 
people. 

One  million  was  the  fum  annually 
to  be  contributed  to  the  linking 
fund,  and  Mr.  Pitt  propofed,  that 
this  money  fliould  be  placed  in  the 
hands  of  commillioners  appointed 
for  that  purpofe,  in  quarterly  pay¬ 
ments  of  250,0001.  each,  to  begin 
on  the  fifth  of  the  following  July. 
He  undertook  to  fhow  in  what  man¬ 
ner  this  money  would  be  fu rni filed 
for  the  three  quarterly  payments, 
that  would  fill  within  the  current 
year.  Pie  (rated  the  ways  and  means 
at  362,480!. ;  and  the  fupplies 
that  had  been  voted  at  12,477,085b 
Of  cohfequence,  there  remained  a 
furplus  of  885, 3951.  This  furplus 
Mr.  Pitt  con  filtered  as  affording  not 
only  the  requifite  fum  of  750,000b 
but  a  If.)  a  remainder  of  135,4001.; 
and  including  the  incrcafe  of  the 
re  venue  according  to  the  ideas  of  the 
committee,  a  remainder  of  449,093b 

Mr.  Pitt  now  came  to  offer ve, 
that  the  furplus,  the  exifien.ee  of 
which  he  had  endeavoured  . to  prove 


to  the  Jioufe*  amounted  to  no  more 
than  900,000!.  ;  and  that  therefore 
the  additional  fum  of  100,000b 
mil  ft  be  railed  in  order  to  complete 
the  propofed  annual  million.  This 
fum  he  was  happy  to  be  able  to  ob¬ 
tain  without  laying  any  taxes  that 
would  be  burtheiifome  to  the  people 
at  large.  He  would  firft  move  for 
an  additional  duty  upon  fpirits. 
They  had  formerly  been  charged 
in  what  was  called  the  wafh,  with 
feven  pence  per  gallon.  This  was 
afterwards  decrealed  to  fiye  pence  ; 
and  he  fliould  now  fix  it  at  fix  pence 
per  gallon,  which  would  produce 
about  70,000b  Another  operation 
he  would  propofe  was  only  the  mo¬ 
dification  of  a  tax  ;  it  con  filled  in 
a  duty  upon  the  importation  of  two 
fpecies  of  timber  ;  and  this  he  took 
at  30,000b  A  farther  tax  which 
he  propofed  was  upon  an  article  of 
mere  luxury,  upon  perfumery  and 
hair-powder ;  and  this  he  would 
rate  at  1 5,600b  or  20  000b  Thus 
he  would  make  up  the  requifite 
fum  in  order  to  complete  the  an¬ 
nual  million. 

Mr.  Pitt  proceeded  to  explain  to 
the  houfe  the  effects,  that  would  be 
produced  by  an  attention  to  com¬ 
pound  iriterefi.  The  million  to  be 
applied  would  by  that  hypothelis 
amount  to  a  very  great  fum  in  a  pe¬ 
riod,  that  was  not  very  long  in  the 
life  of  an  individual,  and  was  but 
an  hour  in  the  exigence  of  a  na¬ 
tion.  It  would  dimmifh  the  debt 
of  this  country  lb  much,  as  to  pre¬ 
vent  the  exigencies  of  war  from 
ever  railing  it  to  the  enormous 
height  they  had  hitherto  clone.  In 
the  period  of  twenty-eight  years 
the  fum  of  a  million  annually  im¬ 
proved,  would  produce  an  income 
of  four  millions  per  annum.  Care 
therefore  mud  be  taken,  that  this 
fund  were  never  divert-  d  from  its  ori¬ 
ginal  deftiiiation.  This  hud  bithe.r- 
G  2  to 
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to  been  the  bane  of  this  country,  truft,  when  the  bill  fhould'  come 
If  the  ordinal  finking  fund  had  before  the  committee.  He  Was  fa# 
been  properly  applied,  it  was  eafy  from  ascribing  any  merit  to  himfelf, 
to  prove  that  our  debts  at  this  mo-  in?  fuggefting  tlte  fcheme  ;  but  he 
ment  would  not  have  been  very  could  not  but  think  himfelf  very 
iurffienfome,  To  prevent  this  abufe  happy,  that,  inftead  of  expending 
for  the  future,  Mr.  Pitt  pfopofed,  the  money  of  the  public,  he- fhould 
tsha-t.rhcTum  be  v cited'  in  the  hands  have  the  good  fortune  to  be  led  to 


of  certain  commiffioners,  to  be  by 
them  applied  quarterly  to  the  buy¬ 
ing  of  Pock ;  fo  that  no  fruit 
fxiould  ever  lie  within  the  grafp  of 
a*  minifies  great  enough  to  tempt 
him  to  infringe  upon  this  national 
revenue.  .  By  placing  k  in  the 
hands  of  commifiiatiers,  it  would 
be  rendered  irnpolfible  that  this 
fhould  be  done  by  health  ;  and  a 
miniiler  could  not  have  the  confi¬ 
dence  to  come  to  that  houfe,  ex- 
prefsly  to  demand  the  repeal  of  fi> 
beneficial  and  necefiary  a  law. 

The  perfons,  who  fhould  be  ap- 
pointed  to  this  commifiion  fhould  be 
of  rank  and  di  hi  notion,  to  fecure 
them  from  fufpicion,  and  to  create, 
as  far  as  character  could  go,  a  be¬ 
lief  of  their  difeharging  their  trull 
with  redlitude  and  fidelity.  In  the 
fiill  place,  he- thought  it  right,  that 
the  pet  Ion,  by  whom  the  office  of 
fpeaker  of  that  houfe  fhould  be 
filled,  fhould  be  placed  at  the  head 
of  it.  Parliament  could  not  more 
folemnjy  promulgate  its  high  fenfe 
of  the  duty  by  which  the  esm- 
miflioncrs-  would  be  bound.  He 
thought  alfo,  without  aicribing  any 
thing  to  himfelf,  that  the  perfon 
who  held  an  office  fo  intimately 
connected  with  finance,  as  the 
chancellor  of  the  exchequer,  ought 
to  have  a  place  in  that  lift.  To 
thefe  might  be  added  the  mailer  of 
the  rolls,^  the  governor  and  deputy 
governor  of  the  bank  of  .England, 
.and  the  accomptant-general  ©f  the 
high  court  of  chancery.  Such 
were  the  perfons  Mr.  Pitt  fhould 
propoffi  to.  .1?  .appoints]  io  this 
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The  plan  had  long  been  the  wifn 
and  the  hope  of  all  men  ;  and  he 
felt  uncommon  pleafure  in  being 
able  to  flatter  himfelf,  that  his  name 
might  be  inferibed  on  that  firm  co¬ 
lumn,  which  was  now  about  to  be 
railed  to  national  faith,  and  national 
profperity. 

The  firft  perfon,  who  fuggefted 
his  remarks  upon  the  plan  which 
had  been  opened  by  Mr.  Pitt,  was? 
fir  Grey  Cooper.  He  ridiculed  the 
flrefs,  which  had  been  Hid  upont  he 
mode  of  the  accumulation-  of  mo¬ 
ney  at  compound  interefl,  and  re¬ 
marked  that  it  was  a.  proportion' 
perfectly  fimple  and  obvious  to 
every  capacity.  He  obferved,  that' 
the  mode  in  which  the  late  com¬ 
mittee  had  proceeded  in  making  up 
its  report,  was  extremely  unfair. 
They  had  taken  the  amount  ©f  the 
receipt  of  the  public  income  for  the 
p relent  year,  becaufe  it  had  proved; 
a  remarkably  favourable  year;  and 
had  not  Hated  againfl  it  the  real  ex¬ 
penditure  of  the  year,  becaufe  that 
would  have  afforded  no  furplub 
upon  the  linking  of  the  balance, 
Very  different  had  been  the  con¬ 
duct  of  the  father  of  the  prefident 
of  the  committee,  Mr.  George 
Grenville,  who  in  a  pamphlet,  that 
had  been  published  under  his  direc¬ 
tion  at  the  clofe  of  the  preceding 
war,  entitled  Confiderations  on  the 
State  of  the  Finances  of  the  Nation, 
had  exprefsly  declared  that  he  die 
not  think  himfelf  at  liberty  to  take 
the  receipt  of  the  current  year  fo: 
the  balls  of  his  enquiry,  becaufi 
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that  was  the  year  immediately  after 
the  conclulion  of  the  peace,  and  of 
conference  had  been  a  year  more 
productive  than  ufual.  He  remark¬ 
ed  upon  the  language  of  Mr.  Pitt, 
who  had  faid,  that  the  three  mil¬ 
lions  of  exchequer  bills  to  be  paid 
off  need  not  be  taken  into  the  ac¬ 
count,  as  they  made  an  article  un¬ 
der  each  dillind  head  of  fup ply,? 
and  of  ways  and  means ;  thole  to 
be  paid  off  ranging  under  the  for¬ 
mer,  and  three  millions  more  to  be 
ilfued  in  the  difeharge  ©1  them., 
ranging  under  the  latter*  Was  Mr. 
Pitt  aware  that  the  circulation  of 
thefe  bills  would  be  a  great  incon¬ 
venience,  and  under  certain  cir- 
•cumtiances  would  materially  de- 
.prefs  the  market  ?  The  condud  of 
lord  North  in  1773  had  been  very 
different,  and  ipuch  more  provi¬ 
dent.  The  amount  of  exchequer 
bills  did  not  at  that  time  exceed 
i,8co,oeol. ;  and  yet  he  had  exert- 
>ed  himfelf  to  reduce  their  value  to 
J  ,000,000!.,  and  had  fulpended  the 
payment  of  the  funded  debt  for  that 
operation,  which  had  been  thought 
by  per  fans  of  the  greatelt  experi¬ 
ence  the  molt  advifeahle  mode  of 
applying  the  furpius  of  the  year. 

Mr,  Fox  introduced  his  remarks 
with  declaring,  that  no  man  in  ex¬ 
igence  ever  was,  or  ever  had  been 
a  greater  friend  to  the  fnllitution 
of  a  linking  fund,  than  he  had 
flown  himfelf  from  the  felt  mo¬ 
ment  of  his  political  life.  He  con¬ 
demned  the  mode  in  which  the  late 
committee  had  proceeded  in  link¬ 
ing  an  average,  which  he,  faid  was 
not  only  different  from  every  for¬ 
mer  committee,  but  which  totally 
reverfed  the  very  principle  upon 
which  an  operation  of  this  kind 
mult  be  founded.  In  illult ration 
of  his  remark,  he  inltanced  the 
produce  of  the  tax  upon  malt,  in 
pitimating  which  the  committee  had 
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thought  proper  to  leave  out  of  their 
calculation  the  year  1782,  which 
they  fated  to  have  been  uncom¬ 
monly  deficient.  Now  the  ufe  of 
an  average  had  ever  been  to  Iff  ike 
a  balance  between  fume  of  a  differ¬ 
ent  amount,  and  to  take  into  con- 
fideration  a  number  of  years,  among 
which  there  might  be  fome  of  ex¬ 
traordinary  fcarcity,  and  others  of 
extraordinary  plenty.  Mr.  Fox 
reminded  the  houfe  of  the  ridicule 
Mr.  Pitt  had  thrown  upon  the  lan¬ 
guage  he  had  tifed  on  the  firft  day 
of  the  fefiion,  when  he  had  obferv- 
ed  in  a  moderate  flyle,  that  he  be¬ 
lieved  there  might  be  fome  exifling 
furpius.  The  fad  was  now  afeer- 
tained,  and  he  begged  leave  to  alk, 
whether,  fo  far  from  its  being  true* 
that  there  was  fome  furpius  for  the 
prefent  year,  there  was  not  an  ac¬ 
tual  deficiency  ? 

In  the  opinion  of  Mr.  Fox5 
twenty-eight  years  was  too  long  a 
period  to  which  to  look  forward  for 
the  effed  of  this  plan.  Before  that 
term  was  arrived,  it  was  not  im¬ 
probable  we  might  have  another 
war,  and  a  variety  of  circumllances 
might  occur,  which  would  operate 
as  a  temptation  to  a  future  chan¬ 
cellor  of  the  exchequer,  and  a  fu¬ 
ture  houfe  of  commons  to  repeal 
the  adt,  annul  the  inftituuon,  and 
divert  the  appropriation  of  its  flock 
to  the  immediate  fervices  of  the 
year.  It  was  a  melancholy  reflec¬ 
tion,  which  was  held  out  to  the  pub¬ 
lic  by  the  report  under  con  fide  ra¬ 
tion,  when  it  was  the  clear  deduce 
tion  from  the  whole,  that  the  per¬ 
manent  peace  elfabliihroent  was  not 
to  be  expeded  before  the  year  1791, 
eight  years  after  the  copclofion  of 
the  war.  In  order  to  give  the  pror 
per  degree  of  efficacy  to  fo  import* 
ant  a  meafure  as  that  which  was 
now  before  the  houfe,  Mrr  Fox  re¬ 
commended  to  the  miniHex*  tt> 

&  3  vid* 
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vide  new  taxes  in  lieu  of  fuch  as 
had  failed,  in  order  to  make  up  the 
fum  for  which  thofe  taxes  had  ori¬ 
ginally  been  given.  T  he  (hep-tax 
for  in  fiance,  had  been  eftimatcd  at 
120)0001.  it  appeared  however, 
that  its  actual  produce  would 
amount  to  no  more  than  70,000  ; 
•and,  when  the  modifications  which 
were  now  introduced  fhould  come 
into  operation,  the  whole  would  be 
reduced  to  an  income  of  50,0001. 
In  this  cafe  he  held  it  to  be  the  du¬ 
ty  of  the  chancellor  of  the  ex¬ 
chequer,  either  to  propofe  a  new 
tax  that  would  be  efficient  for 
1 2C,oool and  repeal  the  (hop-tax, 
or  a  tax  that  would  produce 
yo, 000L,  the  fum  by  which  the 
actual  produce  of  the  fhop-tax  fell 
fhort  of  the  amount  at  which  it 
had  originally  been  eflimated.  I  ri¬ 
fle  ad  of  applying  an  imaginary  fur- 
plus  to  the  purpofe  of  inftituting 
a  fmking  fund,  he  would  have  ad- 
vifed  the  creation  of  an  actual  mil¬ 
lion  by  the  introduction  of  new 
taxes,  and  the  placing  the  fund 
upon  a  folid  foundation,  which  was 
now  built  upon  nothing  but  vifiort- 
ary  predictions. 

IVh*.  Fox  Hated  two  fpeciftc  ob¬ 
jections  to  the  plan  which  was  de- 
fcribed  by  Mr.  Pitt.  The  firft  was 
the  idea  of  making  the  fum  appro¬ 
priated  inalienable  in  time  of  war  ; 
and  he  endeavoured  to  point  out 
feveral  di  fad  vantages  which  would 
ref  ult  from  this  proviiion.  His 
other  objection  was  pointed  again  ft 
the  circumftance  of  making  the  en¬ 
gagement  into  which  parliament 
entered  for  paying  off  the  debt,  a 
matter  only  of  general  obligation, 
and  thus  leaving  both  the  commif- 
jioners  and  the  objedl  of  their  infti- 
tution  liable  to  be  annihilated  by  a 
future  parliament.  He  reminded 
the  houfe  of  the  mode .  of  the  ori¬ 
ginal  inftitution  of  a  plan  for  pay- 
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ing  off  a  part  of  the  national  debt, 
which  had  been  by  a  fubfcription 
of  individuals,  to  whom  the  faith 
of  parliament  had  been  engaged  to 
redeem  fpeciftc  portions  at  certain 
ffated  periods.  He  dwelt  upon  the 
difference  between  the  two  plans, 
obferving  that  under  the  latter,  the 
engagement  of  parliament  was  held 
equally  facred,  with  the  pledge  ge¬ 
nerally  to  pay  the  intereft  of  the 
national  debt  ;  and  undoubtedly, 
nothing  fhort  of  a  national  bank¬ 
ruptcy  would  have  prevented  the 
furns  for  which  the  nation  was  en¬ 
gaged,  from  being. paid  to  the  indi¬ 
vidual.  fubferibers.  Mr.  Fox  alfo 
expreffed  fome  doubts,  whether  the 
compelling  the  commiffioners  to  lay 
out  the  money  on  certain  days 
might  not  raife  the  market,  and  to 
d Hoover  fellers,  when  none  might 
voluntarily  offer,  might  not  fo  far 
inhance  the  price  of  the  ftock,  as  to 
oc,e  a  ft  on  the  benefit  to  be  entirely 
loft  to  the  public. 

Mr.  Hitt  replied  fo  the  objections 
of  Mr.  Fox.  He  obferved,  that  the 
idea  of  paying  off  a  part  of  ihe  debt 
by  a  fubfcription  of  individuals,  had 
been  fuggefted  to  him  by  feveral 
perfons,  and  had  received  his  own 
approbation,  but  that  he  had  after¬ 
wards  been  obliged  to  rejeCf  it  on 
account  of  the  inconveniencies  to 
which  it  was  liable.  With  regard 
to  preferving  the  fund  ro  be  invari¬ 
ably  applied  in  diminution  of  the 
debt,  this  was  to  be  con  fide  red  as 
the  mod  effennal  eTeumftance  of 
the  meafure.  To  fuffer  it  at  any¬ 
time  or  upon  any  pretence  to  be  di¬ 
verted  from  its  objedt,  would  be 
to  defeat  and  overturn  the  whole 
of  his  plan.  Fie  hoped  therefore 
when  the  bill  he  fhould  introduce 
fnould  once  have  psft'ed  into  a  law, 
that  the  houfe  would  hold  icfelf  fo¬ 
ie  mnly  pledged  never  to  liften  to  any 
propofal  lor  its  repeal » 

Upon 


FOREIGN 


H  I  S  T  O  R  Y. 


Upon  the  fecond  reading  of  the 
biii  for  the  eftabliffiing  of  a  fund  to 
be  inalienably  applied  to  the  paying 
off  the-  national  debt,  which  took 
place  on  rhe  fixth  of  April,  Mr. 
Hu  Hey  affigned  fevcral  reaions-, 
though  ardently  attached  to  the 
idee  of  a  linking  fund,  that  induced 
him  to  fear,  that  the  appropriating* 
any  part  or  the  public  revenue  to 
this  purpose  was  not  yet  practicable. 
He  declared,  that  he  had  felt  great 
Satisfaction,  when  Mr.  Pitt,  in  tak¬ 
ing  notice  of  the  excefs  of  the  ex¬ 
penditure  of  the  prefent  yeas*  be¬ 
yond  the  general  ftmement  in  the 
ye  port  of  the  committee,  had  laid, 
that,  though  there  might,  upon  the 
four  enduing  years,  arife  an  excels 
of  difburfement  to  the  amount  of 
three  miil ion s ,  h e  h ad  h owe vc r  n o 
doubt  that  money  would  come  into 
the  hands  of  the  public  ftifncienrly 
eariy  to  anftver  that  demand.  But 
upon  recollection  he  had  found, 
that  the  receipt  of  that  money  was 
extremely  uncertain.  The  pay- 
-merit  of  the  debt  of  the  Eait  India 
company  was  not  a  thing  that- could 
be  counted  upon  wish  fecurhyy  con¬ 
fidently  the  embarraffment  in  which 
the  affairs  of  that  company  were  in¬ 
volved.  Tire  unclaimed  dividends 
at  the  bank  could  not  be  applied  to 
the  fervice  of  the  nation,  without  le- 
curity  being  given  to  the  public 
creditor,  that  the  money  fhonld  be 
forthcoming  when  properly  called 
Tor ;  nor  ought  it  to  be  touched 
without  a  diligent  learch  after  the 
owner  of  the  dividend.  Mr  Huffey 
complained  of  the  inconveniences 
that  would  arife  from  the  quantity 
of  exchequer  bills  which  were  at 
this  time  unfunded,  declaring,  that, 
if  great  care Were  not  taken,  the  re- 
Jfult  would  be,  that  the  public  in 
their  traffic  in  the  funds  would  buy 
dear  and  fell  cheap. 

On  the  fourth  of  May  Mr.  She- 
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ridan  brought  forward  a  number  of 
motions,  of  which  the  houfe  bad  been* 
for  fome  time  in  expectation,  and 
the  object  of  which  was  to  cenfure 
the  report  which  had  been  p  re  fen  ted 
by  Mr.  Grenville’s  committee. 
Thefe  motions  he  fupported  by  a 
fpeech  of  great  brilliancy,  and  in 
the  courfe  of  which  he:  difpbiyed  a 
very  intimate  and  coinprehen  five 
acquaintance  with  the  fubject  of 
finance.  It  was  not  his  purpofe  to 
enter  into  any  argument  refpedting 
the  ^principle  of  the  bill  for  the  eda- 
blifliment  of  a  finking  fund,  or  to 
difouls  the  propriety  of  applying 
the  iurplus  fuppofed  to  ex  iff,  in  the 
manner  provided  by  that  bill.  The 
objeCt,  upon  which  he  intended  to 
enter,  was,  the  examination  of  the 
great  and  important  queftion,  whe¬ 
ther  there  adtually  exifted  any  fur- 
plus.  He  was  well  aware,  that, 
however  intimate  were  the  connec¬ 
tion  of  the  fubjedt  with  the  welfare 
ot  the  nation,  it  was  not  one  of 
thofe,  in  which  the  houfe  took  any 
great  delight,  or  to  the  difeuffion  of 
which  they  were  fond  of  attending. 
T  he  critical  htuation  cf  the  country 
however,  and  the  magnitude  of  the 
object  in  queftion,  he  hoped,  would 
be  thought  to  entitle  it  to  their  par¬ 
ticular  notice.  In  the  commence¬ 
ment  of  fo  important  a  bufinefs, 
plain-dealing  was  firft  of  all  indif- 
penlibly  neceffary.  Above  all  it 
behoved  that  houfe  not  to  deceive 
itfelf,  to  glofs  over  nothing,  to  avoid 
nothing  that  made  a  gain  ft  the  deiir- 
ed  purpofe.  Under  this  impreffion 
it  was,  and  not  with  any  defpondent 
ideas  of  the  national  refources,  that 
he  meant  to  call  their  attention  to 
the  report  upon  the  table ;  and  he 
conceived  that  he  fliould  be  able  to 
prove,  that  it  was  drawn  t  p  upon 
erroneous  principles,  that  it  was  re¬ 
plete  with  miftaken  calculations, 
that  the  committee  had  adted  under 
G  4  a  d.c« 
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a  deUifion,  and  that  the  effect  of  the 
whole  was  too  fallacious  to  defcrve 
their  reliance,  as  the  ground  oi  a 
proceeding  of  fo  ferious  and  impor¬ 
tant  a  nature.  Mr.  Sheridan  beg¬ 
ged  leave,  once  for  all,  to  be  un- 
derftood  as,  not  meaning  to  convey 
any  imputation  on  the  perfons  who 
compofed  the  committee ;  at  the 
fame  time  that  he  muff  confefs,  that 
he  thought  the  manner  in  which 
the  committee  had  been  formed  li¬ 
able  to  great  objection.  Mr.  Pitt  had 
gone  the  length  of  avow  mg,  that  he 
lliould.  not  be  afhamed  to  deliver  lids 
of  his  own  friends  to  be  ballotted 
for  to  form  the  committee.  He 
fliould  have  imagined,  that  a  fair  and 
impartial  committee,  compofed  of 
men  of  different  fentiments,  men, 
who  were  as  likely  to  have  drawn 
out  the  dark  fide  of  the  qiveftion  as 
the  favourable  one,  would  have 
been  the  beft  adapted  for  fuch  an 
occasion. 

The  committee,  in  the  exordium 
of  the  report,  obferved,  that  the 
large  amount  of  the  taxes  propofed 
fince  the  commencement  of  the  late 
war,  the  difficulties  under  which  the 
diffeient  branches  of  our  commerce 
laboured  during  the  continuance 
of  that  war,  and  the  great  and  in- 
creafing  prevalence  of  illicit  trade 
pi.evipufly  to  the  meafures  recently 
adopted  for  its  fuppreffion,  appeared 
to  render  any ’averages  of  the  amount 
of  the  revenue  in  any  former  peri¬ 
ods,  in  a  great  degree  inapplicable  to 
the  prefent  fituation  of  the  country. 
The  very  reverfe  of  this  reafoning 
ought  to  have  prevailed.  The  com¬ 
mittee  would  have  done  much  more 
wifely  to  have  ffated  the  averages  of 
former  periods ;  and  where,  Mr.  She¬ 
ridan  afked,  was  the  difficulty,  fince 
peace  was  no  new  fituation  to  this 
country  ?  The  favourite  objedf  of 
the  report  was  to  hold  up  the  mea- 
fures,  recently  taken  by  the  mini  tier 
’  7 
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of  the  day  for  tli®  prevention  of 
fmuggling,  as  the  principal  caufe  of 
the  iuppofed  increafe  of  the  public 
income.  Mr.  Sheridan  contradidf- 
cd  this  pofition.  He  mentioned 
fugar  and  feveral  other  articles,  the 
revenue  upon  which  could  not  be 
fuppoled  to  have  been  affedled  by 
thefc  meafures,  Indeed  he  knew 
not  how  thofe  meafures  could  in 
any  refpedt  be  faid  to  have  tended 
to  the  increafe  of  the  revenue,  unlefs 
it  was  in  the  effedf  of  the  commu¬ 
tation-tax.  The  operation  of  that 
regulation  was  to  increafe  the  con- 
fumption  of  tea  in  this  kingdom, 
and  particularly  of  teas  of  the  finer 
fort,  and  thus  to  extend  a  trade,  the 
balance  of  which  had  already  been 
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fo  highly  disadvantageous  to  this 
country.  The  immediate  confe- 
quence  of  this  meafure  was,  that  the 
Eail;  India  company  was  placed  un¬ 
der  the  necefiity  of  taking  up  from 
the  public  according  to  the  effimate 
of  one  of  her  moll  active  members, 
Mr.  Baring,  four  millions  of  money  . 
This  was  doubtiefs  an  overllate- 
ment  ;■  but  whatever  were  the  fum, 
the  company  muff:  borrow  it  of  the 
bank,  and  parliament  be  the  fecuri- 
ty,  which  was  exadtly  the  fame  as 
if  they  had  lent  it  t hem fe Ives, 
Mr.  Sheridan  pointed  out  feveral  ar¬ 
ticles  which  appeared  to  him  to 
have  been  erroneouffy  calculated ; 
the  game  duties,  the  poff-horfe  tax, 
the  duty  on  gloves,  the  duty  on 
medicines,  the  (hop-tax,  and  the 
tax  on  attornies.  To  wliat  a  vaft 
number  of  years  muff  parliament 
look  forward,  even  admitting  that 
the  committee  had  been  founded  in 
its  arguments,  for  the  completion  of 
their  wonderful  defigns  ?  The  prc- 
feut  members  of  the  houfe  would 
be  departed,  and  their  political  ex- 
iffence  terminated.  They,  the  old 
grey-bearded  fte wards,  who  had 
t^ck-jrentcd  the  tenants,  diftrained 

their 


FOREIGN  HISTORY* 


their  goods,  and  levied  executions, 
would  be  then  no  more  ;  they 
would  have  left  the  new  parliament 
like  a  }roung  heir  to  come  into  the 
poifeffion  of  an  unincumbered  eftate, 
MivShendan  obferved,  that  there 
were  many  expences  that  would 
probably  come  upon  the  public  be* 
fore  the  year  1791,  of  which  the 
committee  had  not  taken  the  lead; 
notice  in  their  report.  He  declared, 
that  he  thought  i,8oo,oooi.  too 
low  for  the  peace  effablifhment  of 
the  navy*  He  reminded  the  houfe, 
that  our  fituarion  was  now  very  dif¬ 
ferent  from  what  it  had  been  at  the 
end  of  the  war  before  the  laft.  We 
could  then  refb  in  fecurity  with  a 
much  fmaller  naval  force  than  was 
now  neceffary  for  our  protection. 
The  national  glory  and  honour 
Were  at  that  day  a  Sufficient  guard  j 
bur,  though  our  efforts  had  been 
wonderful  during  the  late  war, 
ilill  it  was  to  be  remembered,  that 
we  had  been  ynfuccefsfuh  When 
the  fyfiem  of  fortifications  had  been 
reprobated,  the  houfe  would  recoi¬ 
led:,  that  they  were  all  agreed  in 
the  premifes  that  it  was  right  to  pro- 
ted  the  dock-yards ;  and  that,  when 
the  new-fangled  mode  of  protection 
was  rejeded,  it  was  determined  to 
defend  them  in  the  old  fafhioned,  vul¬ 
gar  way,  by  a  ffrong  navy.  He  at 
the  time,  and  he  believed  many  o- 
thers  had  expeded,  that  a  part  of 
the  money  refufed  for  the  fortifica¬ 
tions  would  have  been  demanded 
for  the  purpofe  of  {lengthening  the 
navy.  Befide,  though  the  propofed 
fortifications  had  been  rejeded,  yet 
fome  fortifications  there  would  be, 
and  they  certainly  would  coft  fome- 
thing.  Another  expence  was,  the 
civil  lid,  for  it  was  pretty  generally 
underftood,  that  the  king  ffood  in 
need  of  the  whole  900,000).  for  his 
own  expenditure.  The  eflablifh- 
Hient;  of  the  other  branches  of  the 
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royal  family  muff  be  added  to  the 
general  eftimate.  There  Was  an¬ 
other  fubjed  which  could  not  long 
be  deferred,  and  that  was  the  in- 
creafe  of  the  income  of  the  prince  of 
Wales.  vThe'fe  additions  to  the 
expenditure,  together  with  feverai 
others  which  Mr.  Sheridan  enu¬ 
merated,  amounted  to  4,000,000!. ; 
to  pay  which  he  faw  nothing  in 
the  report  which  deferved  to  be  de¬ 
pended  upon.  At  p  re  lent  it  was 
clear  there  was  no  furplus,  and  the 
only  means  which  fuggetted  them- 
felves  to  him  for  procuring  the  funt 
wanted  to  commence  the  fyftem, 
was  a  loan  of  a  million  for  this 
fpecial  purpofe,  For  the  minifter 
might  fay  with  the  perfon  in  the 
comedy,  “  If  you  will  not  lend  me 
the  money,  how  can  I  pay  you  l*9 
Certain  he  was,  that  to  rely  on  the 
report  on  the  table,  and  to  proceed 
with  a  bill  founded  upon  fo  fallaci¬ 
ous  principles  and  fo  erroneous  rea- 
fonings,  would  be  the  height  of 
rafhnefs  and  preemption.  It  would 
be  trailing  too  much  to  chance ; 
and,  if  Mr.  Pitt  were  imprudent 
enough  to  riik  it,  it  would  ill  be¬ 
come  that  houfe  to  countenance 
fuch  a  conduct.  If  they  did,  they 
would  a 61  like  a  fchool-boy,  who, 
for  the  fake  of  getting  at  the  fruit, 
grafped  at  the  firft  branch  which  he 
could  reach, and  not  only  pulled  do&n 
the  unripe  fruit,  but  deffroyed  the 
bloffom,  the  bud  and  the  bough,  the 
hopes  of  a  future  crop. 

Mr.  Sheridan’s  refolutions  were 
as  follow  :  u  That  the  expefted  an¬ 
nual  amount  of  the  national  income 
flated  in  the  report  of  the  committee, 
appeared  in  no  refpedl  to  have  been 
calculated  upon  the  average  receipts 
of  a  number  of  years,  but  was  fixed 
at  the  amount  of  the  produce  of  one 
year  only,  with  the  addition  of  the 
provable  increafe  of  the  new  taxes  : 
That  it  appeared,  that  the  account 

of 
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of  the  annual,  expenditure,  as  opposed 
to  the  amount  of  the  income  lb  cal¬ 
culated,  wds  not  a  ihitement  of  the 
pre.fent  exiting  expenditure,  oi*  of 
that  which  mult  exiff  for  fome  years 
to  come,  but  was  formed  from  the 
probable. reductions,  which  it  was  al- 
Jedg-ed  would  have  taken  place  in 
the  profpebt  of  permanent  peace  to¬ 
wards  the  end  of  the  year  1791  ; 
That  the  different  branches  of  the 
revenue,  in  the  period  upon  which 
the  future  .was  calculated,  appeared 
to  have  been  fingulariy  productive, 
particularly  in  the  qu floras  :  That  it 
did  not  appear,  that  any  means  had 
been  taken  or  information  called  for, 
in  order  to  afeertain  whether  fuch 
an  increafe  of  revenue  had  arifen 
from  caufes  which  were  likely  to 
have  a  permanent  operation  of 
otherwise  ;  and  that  fuch  an  in- 
vefligation  was  indifpeniably  necef- 
fary  :  That  the  uncertainty  of  efti- 
mating  by  fuch  a  criterion  the  ex¬ 
pected  future  produce  of  the  revenue, 
was  dill  more  evident  upon  a  com- 
-parifon.  of  the  quarter  day  ending 
the  fifth  of  April  laft,  with  the  fame 
quarter  in  the  preceding  year  upon 
which  the  future  income  was  calcu¬ 
lated  ;  by  which  it  appeared  that 
,the  amount  of  the  latter  quarter 
was  inferior  in  the  article  ofeuftoms 
by  the  fum  of  188,215!.  13s.  qd. 
to  the  former  :  That  in  the  laid  re¬ 
port  there  were  certain  articles  of  re¬ 
ceipt  errpneoufly  dated,  as  proper  to 
be  added  to  the  future  annual  in¬ 
come,  and  other  articles  of  expence 
erroneoufty  omitted  to  be  added  to  the 
expenditure:  That  the  fums  voted, 
,and  to  be  voted  for  the  prefent  year 
confiderably  exceeded  15,397,471!;: 
That  the  means  by  which  the  de¬ 
ficiency  was  to  be  made  goetd  arofe 
from  aids  and  debts  that,  belonged  to 
the  prefent  ye.ar  only:  That  there 
:was  no  furplus  income  ow  exifting 
applicable  to  the  reduction  of  the 
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national  debt:  T  h  a  t  a  fu  r  p  1  us  :  rr- 
come  in  the  enfuing  quarters  could 
arife  only  in  the  renewal  of  a.  loan 
for  an  extraordinary  million,  bor¬ 
rowed  upon  exchequer  bills  in  the 
laft  year,  and  which  it  would  be 
unnecefiary  to  make  but  for  the 
purpole  of  fecu ring  that  furplus: 
That  an  extraordinary  increafe  of 
exchequer  bills  was  an  inexpedient 
anticipation  of.  that,  aftiftanco  which 
government  might  receive  in  the 
event  of  a  peculiar  emergency  :  That 
the  faring  to  the  public  upon  the 
interefb  of  money  borrowed  in  this 
way,  was  rendered  precarious  by 
the  necellity  of  the  more  fpeedy  if* 
lying  of  fuch  bills,  in  order  that  the 
objeft  for  which  the  loan  was  made 
might  be  effeCtu-allyanfwered  :  Thar, 
admitting,  that  by  the  foregoing 
means  the  expeCted  furplus  would 
ante  upon  the  three  enfuing  quar¬ 
ters,  it  appeared,  that  there  would 
then  be  an  interval  of  nearly  four 
years,  before  the. commencement  of 
that  permanent  peace  eftabliftnrient, 
which  was  to  furnilh  in  the  reduc¬ 
tion  of  its  femc.es  the  expeded  fur- 
plus  :  That  in  this  period  it  appear¬ 
ed  from  the  vouchers  annexed  to  the 
report  and  other  papers  that  a  fum 
amounting  to  4,000^000}.,  befides 
2, coo, cool,  due  to  the  bank,  would 
be  wanted  above  the  hated  annual 
income  :  Finally,  that  for  this  fum 
of  6,ooo,ooL  there  appeared  to  be 
no  adequate  provifion  or  refource.’* 
The  refolutions  were  carried  in  the 
negative  without  a  divifion. 

It  was  not  discovered  till  the  fink- 
ingtund  bill  was  in  a  committee,  that 
a  part  of  the  powers  delegated  by 
that  bill  to  the  new  commifiioners 
ran  counter  to  preceding  aCls  of  par¬ 
liament.  I- he  matter  was  thus  ex¬ 
plained  to  the  houfe  by  fir  Grey 
Cooper.  The  bill  alfumed  and  de¬ 
legated  a  u  power  to  pay  off  and  re¬ 
deem  the  redeemable  public  an¬ 
nuities 
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nuitics  at  or  alcove  par  upon  fuch 
notice,  and  on  the  payment  of  i'uch 
firms,  as  were  prefcribed  arid  direct¬ 
ed  by  the  fa  id  claufe.”  The  error 
probably  arofe  from  a  negligent 
and  inattentive  confirudfion  of  the 
"words  44  redeemable  annuities.5’  It 
might  have  been  expedied,  that  the 
perfon,  who  propofed  this  molt  im¬ 
portant  bill,  fliould  have  known  or 
been  inftrudlcd,  that  the  public  an¬ 
nuities  were  not  redeemable  in  the 
■unlimited  fenfe  of  the  word,  but  on¬ 
ly  in  a  certain  manner  and  under 
fpecific  terms  and  conditions ;  with 
refped  to  the  formalities  that  Ihould 
precede,  and  the  amount  of  the  fums 
that  fliould  be  paid  off  at  each  pe¬ 
riod  of  redemption.  If  the  claufe 
had  remained  as  it  then  flood,  the 
comrpiffioners  either  could  not  have 
applied  anv  portion  of  the  money 
to  be  veiled  in  them,  towards  the 
redemption  of  any  part  of  the  public 
debt  at  par  ;  or  if  they  fliould  have 
taken  any  fteps  or  given  any  notices 
for  that  purpofe,  all  fuch  proceed¬ 
ings  and  tranfadlions  would  have 
been  null  and  void.  This  would 
have  been  an  inaufpicious  opening 
to  a  great  plan  for  the  reduction  of 
the  national  debt.  The  credit  of 
this  country  had  been  maintained  by 
a  regular  obfervance  of  the  plight¬ 
ed  faith  of  parliament,  and  by  an 
invariable  adherence  to  the  cempadt 
©f  the  public  with  its  creditor.  The 
moll  minute  aberration  from  this 
line  of  condudf,  the  leaf!  tendency  to 
obliquity  or  indirection  in  any  tranf- 
adFonwith  the  flockhglders,  the  mod 
diftant  fufpicion  that  an  implied  or  a 
partial  confent  could  break  one  fibre 
of  the  public  engagements,  would 
afFeCt  the- future  ltate  and  condition 
©f  the  kingdom  in  its  refources,  and 
in  its  loans  when  neceffiry  fliould 
demand  them,  infinitely  more  than 
the  mod  profperous  fuccefs  of  the 
prefent  mcafurc  could  ever  compen- 
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fate.  An  amendment' was  made  to 
remove  this  objedtibn. 

A  farther  amendment  was  made 
by  Mr.  Fox  in  concert  with  Mr, 
Pitt.  Mr.  F ox  repeated  the  objec¬ 
tion,  which  he  had  originally  made 
to  the  circumdance  of  making  the 
finking  fund  unalienable  in  time  of 
war,  and  dated  that  his  objection, 
reded  upon  the  difficulty  into  which 
the  country  might  consequently  be 
thrown  in  the  negotiation  of  a  fu¬ 
ture  loan.  What  he  fliould  wifli 
therefore  was,  that,  whenever  a  new 
loan  fhou Id  hereafter  be  made,  the 
minider  fliould  not  only  propofe 
taxes,  which  were  efficacious  and 
productive  to  pay  the  lute  red  of  the 
loan,  but  alfo  fufficient  to  make 
good  to  the  finking  fund  what  had 
been  taken  from  it  ;  and  that  at  the 
fame  time  the  commiffioners  fliould 
be  empowered  to  accept  the  loan,  or 
fo  much  of  ir,  as  fliould  be  equal  to 
the  caffi  of  the  public  which  might 
be  then  in  their  hands.  He  meant, 
that,  if,  when  a  new  loan  of  fix  mil¬ 
lions  was  propofed,  there  fliould  be 
one  million  in  the  hands  of  the  com¬ 
miffioners  ;  in  fuch  cafe  the  com¬ 
miffioners  fhou  Id  take  a  million  of 
the  loan,  and  the  bonus  or  douceur 
of  that  million  ihould  be  received 
by  them  for  the  pgiblic  ;  fo  that,  in, 
fadt,  the  public  would  only  have 
five  millions  to  borrow.  Mr.  Pitt 
was  peculiarly  happy  to  find  a  mo¬ 
tion  of  this  nature  come  from  Mr. 
Fox,  becaufe  it  proved  to  him,  that 
the  idea  which  he  had  entertained 
of  Mr.  Fox’s  opinion  upon  the  fub- 
jedt  was  erroneous.  He  had,  he 
confeifed,  imagined,  that  his  objec¬ 
tion  was  built  upon  grounds  much 
lefs  politic  and  liberal.  He  had 
apprehended  that  Mr.  Fox’s  princi¬ 
ple  had  been,  that  the  whole  of  the 
-fund,  as 'well  the  annual  million  as 
the  accruing  i  filter  eft,,  fhdulc]  be  li¬ 
able  at  all  times  of  difficulty  to  be 
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applied  to  the  current  femes.  Mr. 
Put  added  in  recommendation  of 
the  amendment,  that  the  chief  ap- 
prehenfion,  which  could  a.r|fe  in  the 
minds  of  thofe  who  wiftsed  well  to 
the  inftitution,  was  that  it  might 
afford  a  temptation  to  future  mini- 
flers  .in  times  o£  diftrefs,  to  apply 
the  fund  to  the  exigencies  of.gover- 
ynent,  in  order  to  relieve  themfelves 
from  the  painful  necefiity  of  doing 
their  duty  in  railing  the  fupplies. 
How  this  amendment  would  prove 
a  means  of  preventing  any  tempt¬ 
ation,  becaofe,  without  interfering 
with  the  main  purpofe  of  t^e  efta* 
folifhment,  every  advantage,  which 
could  refult  to  a  minifter  by  divert¬ 
ing  the  money  to  the  current  fer- 
vices,  might  be  obtained.  Mr.  Pitt 
hoped  that  ppfierity  would  take  an 
example  from  the  p relent  moment, 
and  perfeyere  in  the  perfedfion  of  the 
objed  which  was  now  begun ;  and  he 
thought  it  no  inaufpicious  omen  for 
the  ultimate  fuccefs  of  the  plan,  that 
its  propriety  and  neceftity  had  been 
ib  obvious,  as  to  overcome  the  fpirit 
and  prejudice  of  party, and  to  create 
an  unanimity  and  concurrence  of 
fentiment  in  perfons,  who,  more,  he 
Was  lure,  from  accident  than  indf- 
natioc,  were  in  general  of  different 
opinions.  The  amendment  was  re¬ 
ceived. 

The  other  obje&ion  of  Mr.  Fox 
was  pyrfued  with  fome  variation  in 
the  houfe  of  lords  by  earl  Stanhope. 
This  nobleman  fuggeffed.  his  idea 
to  the  houfe  upon  the  fecond  read¬ 
ing  of  the  finking  fund  bill,  which 
took  place  on  the  twenty-fefond  of 
May.  He  thought  that  no  appre- 
Tknficm  was  more  alarming,tha.n that 
of  the  diverfion  of  the  new  finking 
fund  in  time  of  war,  and  that  the 
only  way  to  encounter  this  objec¬ 
tion  was  by  the  fubfeription  of  indi¬ 
viduals^  He  Hated  that  4,ooo?cool. 
of  free  feve-nue  to  which  the  finking 
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fund  was  finally  to  accumulate, 
would  enable  a  minifter  to  obtain 
89, 000,000  by  way  of  loan.  ,  He 
alluded  to  the  fpeech  of  Mr.  Pitt* 
in  which  he  had  listed  it  as  a  reco- 
commendation  of  Mr.  Fox’s  claufe, 
that  it  tended  todtminifh  the  tempt** 
ation  to  divert  the  finking  fund. 
Earl  Stanhope  faid,  that  any  man, 
who  could  ijle  fuch  an  argument, 
abfbkneiy  abandoned  the  defence  of 
the  bill.  The  plan  he  propofed  was, 
that  books  fhould  be  opened  at  the 
bank  in  order  to  receive  the  names 
of  fuch  holders  of  ftock  bearing 
three  percent#  intereft,  as  fhould  be 
willing  to  fignify  their  con  fen  t  to  ac¬ 
cept  pf  90I.  for  every  tool*  of  their 
prefent  capital,  whenever  the  public 
fhould  be  defirous  of  redeeming  thg 
faid  capital  at  that  price  ;  and  that 
all  holders  of  this  new  three  per 
cent,  ftock,  fhould  be  entitled  to  be 
paid  off,  before  any  part  of  any  other 
public  flock  fhould  be  redeemed.  It 
was  not  however  earl  Stanhope’s 
intention,  to  deprive  the  commifficn- 
ers  of  the  power  already  delegated 
to  them  of  purchafing  ftock  at  the 
market  price  during  a  certain  period, 
but  merely  to  pledge  the  public  to  re¬ 
deem  the  new  three  per  cents.  gfc 
9c!.  whenever  it  fliould  be  judged 
expedient,  prior  to  their  redeeming 
any  other  portion  of  the  national 
debt.  In  recommendation  of  his 
fcheine,  lord  Stanhope  produced  the 
letters  of  feveral  eminent  brokers, 
bankers  and  merchants,  and  of  doc¬ 
tor  Richard  Price? 

There  was  no  fituation,.  faid  lord 
Stanhope,  however  unfortunate,, 
which  did  not  afford  fome  {pe.ciei 
of  confolation  ;  and,  fuch  had  been 
the  goodnefs  of  providence  towards 
mankind,  that  circum fiances  of  mif- 
fortune  generally  carried  forne  alle¬ 
viation  along  with  them.  The  pre¬ 
fent  fituation  of  our  finances  afford- 
eel  an  in  fiance  of  this.  If  we  were 

rich, 8 
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rich,  the  nation  might  be  haughty, 
and  minifters  might  be  proud,  and 
might  be  tempted  to  involve  the 
nation  in  rafli  wars,  from  the  fa¬ 
cility  with  which  they  could  obtain 
fupplies.  But,  if  the  nation  were 
poor,  if  it  were  deeply  involved  in 
debt,  if  it  were  loaded  with  taxes 
which  it  could  fcareely  bear,  mini-. 
Hers  170014  not  dare  to  involve  this 
country  in  expend ve  wars  without 
provocation  and  without  necelii* 
ty  %  for  the  nation  would  tear  that 
rhinifler  in  pieces,  who,  in  the  pre¬ 
fers  Situation  of  our  finances,  fhould 
involve  the  kingdom  in  a  war,  or 
attempt  to  lay  on  an  .additional  load 
of  taxes  without  a  fufficient  caufe. 
But  the  bill  of  Mr.  Pitt  tended  to 
fubvert,  as  it  were,  the  great  fyflem 
of  nature.  For  without  making  us 
rich,  it  took  from  us  any  advantage 
which  we  might  derive  from  our 
poverty. 

Earl  Stanhope  Hated,  that  it  was 
a  great  advantage  of  the  plan  which 
he  had  now  fuggefted,  that  it  might 
another  year  be  grafted  upon  Mr. 
Pitt’s  plan.  The  bill  of  the  mini- 
Her  was  not  defective  fo  much  on 
account  of  what  it  did  contain,  as 
on  account  of  what  it  ought  to,  but 
did  not  contain.  It  was  his  wHh, 
that  Mr.  Pitt’s  bill  fhould  pafs  with¬ 
out  a  diiTentlng  voice,  in  order  to 
fhow  foreign  powers,  that,  what¬ 
ever  might  be  the  differences  of 
opinion  in  this  country  with  re- 
fpeft  to  politics,  there  was  one  fub- 
jeft  upon  which  we  were  unani¬ 
mous,  a  firm  determination  to  re¬ 
duce  our  debt,  and  redeem  our 
finances.  People  might  wonder 
how  he  could  reconcile  it  to  his 
confcience  to  vote  for  fo  defective 
and  fo  bad  a  bill.  But  his  princi¬ 
pal  objection  was,  that  a  minlfler 
might  be  induced  to  involve  this 
country  into  a  war,  in  order  to  feize 
upon  dt  large  furplus ;  $nd  that 


objection  did  not  now  exift.  The 
furplus  of  the  year  17 86  was  not 
that  tempting  morfel,  that  reducing 
bait,  for  the  operation  of  which 
upon  a  minider’s  integrity  he  eh.-* 
tertamed  fo  lively  apprehenfions* 
Lord  Stanhope  concluded  with  mov¬ 
ing  a  resolution,  14  that  it  was  high¬ 
ly  important  £0  the  public  creditors, 
and  necelTary  for  the  welfare  of  the 
country,  that  a  plan  for  the  reduc¬ 
tion  of  the  national  debt  fhould  be 
rendered  abfolutely  permanent  ; 
and  that  it  Was  therefore  efTentiai 
that  the  public  faith  fhould  be  fully 
pledged  to  individuals,  by  an  ex- 
prefs  compact  being  entered  into 
between  the  date  and  the  creditors, 
fo  that  the  breach  of  fiich  a  con¬ 
tract  fhould  be  equivalent  to  an  aft 
of  bankruptcy.” 

Lord  Loughborough  and  lord 
Stormont  paid  very  high  compli¬ 
ments  to  the  fuggeflions  of  earl 
Stanhope.  They  declared,  that 
they  had  never  recolleded  a  tfrfl 
fpeech  in  that  afTembly,  which  -was 
the  circumfiance  under  which  lord 
Stanhope  had  fpoken,  that  had 
come  with  more  weight,  or  made,  a 
more  evident  impreffion.  on  the 
houfe.  His  ideas  and  their  own, 
respecting  the  principles  of  the  eon^ 
flitution,  and  the  conduft  which 
ought  to  be  purfued  at  the  prefeht, 
moment,  were  perfectly  fimilar. 
They  however  advifed  him  to 
withdraw  his  prefent  motion.  To 
this  lord  Stanhope  could  not  con- 
fent,  as  his  principal  defiga  In  fug, 
gelling  it  had  been  to  enter  his  opt* 
nion  upon  the  journals  of  the  houfe. 
Lord  Cameiford  replied  to  the  ar¬ 
guments' that  had  been  employed. 
He  expreffed  his  vv  idles,  that  the 
houfe  would  proceed  with  fugh 
found  policy  and  extreme  caution* 
as  to  .avoid  throwing  the  leall  difk 
credit1  upon  the  bill,  or  giving  the 
world  an  idea  that  it  thought 


aa  imperfect  meafure.  N  (mixing 
indeed  was  more  defireable  than 
that  the  plan  fiiould  be  permanent  ; 
but  it  was  iinpoffible  to  give  it  a 
higher  degree  of  permanency  than 
it  would  derive  from  the  bill  upon 
the  table.  With  regard  to  the  pro- 
pofai  or-  paying  off  the  three  per 
cents  a(t  90!.,  lord  .  Camelford 
thought,  that  the  plan  of.  paying 
them  off  at  the  market  price  was 
more  advantageous  for  the  public, 
becaufe  it  made  a  period  of  war  the 
time  that  it  would  be  mod  eafy  for 
tlifeharging  the  debt.  The  reiolu- 
tion  of  lord  Stanhope  was  fee  alide 
by  a  previous  queftion. 

A  motion  was  made  by  lord  Stor¬ 
mont  for  a  mellage  to  be  lent,  to  the 
jhoufe  of  commons,  to  know  the 
grounds  upon  which  they  had 
palled  the  bill,  that  by  this  means 
they  might  obtain  a  copy  of  the 
report  of  the  felecl  committee.  He 
reminded  the  houfe,  that  on  a  for¬ 
mer  occafion  the  miniller  had  of 
bis  own  accord  fent  up  minutes  of 
•the  evidence,  that  the  commons  had 
beard  at  their  bar,  and  which  they 
flated  to  have  beep  the  ground  of 
their  proceedings  in  the  cafe  of  the 
Irifh  propoiitions,  A  melfage  was 
drawn  up  by  the  duke  of  Rich¬ 
mond,  and  appeared  at  the  mo¬ 
ment  to  have  received  the  counte¬ 
nance  of  .Mr.  Pitt ;  but  it  was  dif- 
covered  upon  further  enquiry,  that 
110  precedent  could  be  found  for  a 
compliance  with  luch  a  demand  ; 
and  of  confequence  the  houfe  of 
commons,  upon  the  motion  of  the 
minifler,  returned  an  anfwer  to  that 
purpofe  f  Lord  Loughborough  and 
lord  Stonqont  relifted  all  farther 
roceedipgs  upon,  the  bill  of  Mr. 
itt,  upon  the  ground  that  the 
houfe  had  not  before  them  the  in¬ 
formation  which  they  had  already 
declared  to,  be  eifenti  ally  < nec^ija i;y 5 


bu,t:they  were  over-ruled  by  the 
fente  of  the  majority. 

On  the  fame  day,  on  which  i  Mr„ 
Pitt;  had  originally  moved  his  ,.r e To¬ 
lu  lions  preparatory  to  the  introduc¬ 
tion  of  his  finking  fund  bill,  a  mef- 
fage  from  the  king  was  delivered  to 
both  houfes  of  parliament,  dating, 
4‘  that  it  gave  him  great  conce-iu 
that  it  had  not  been  found  polTihle 
to  confine  the  expences  of  .the  ci¬ 
vil- lift  within  the  annual  fum  of 
850,0001.,  now  applicable  to  that 
purpofe.  A  farther  debt  had  he-, 
cefllirily  been  incurred,  and  the 
king  relied  on  the  zeal  and.  affec¬ 
tion  of  parliament,  that  they  would 
take  the  debt  into  their  early  con- 
fideration,  and  make  fuch  provi- 
ffon  as  the  circumffances  might  ap¬ 
pear  to  require. ’*  Upon  the  mo¬ 
tion  for  taking  this  menage  into 
confideratlon,  Mr.  Pitt  remarked, 
that,  when  the  Jaft  regulation  took 
place  with  refpedf  to  the  civil  llff; 
it  was  provided  by  parliament  that 
an  annual  dedu&ion.  of  50,000!. 
fhonld  be  made  out  of  the  allow¬ 
ance  for  that  purpofe,  for  the  pay¬ 
ment  by  inffaliments  of  a  debt  of 
300,000b,  due  upon  exchequer 
bills,  which  had  been  limed  to  f up- 
ply  the  former  deficiencies  qf  the 
lift.  He  put  his  argument  frqjji 
this  circumfiance  into  the  form  of 
a  dilemma.  Either  parliament  had 
diredled,  that  at  a  future  period  the 
civil  lift  was  to  be  allowed  50, ©goE 
more  than  was.  neceffary,  or  it  was 
pu  t  for  the  p  re  lent  upon  a  footing 
.of  50,0001.  lefs  than  was  neceffary. 
Experience  had  proved  ,the  latter 
to  be  the  cafe.  It  had  been  foui\d 
perfectly  impradlicable  to  meet  all 
all  the  demands  with  850,000!, 
and  a  Prefix  debt  of  •  o,cocl.  had 
accrued  in  addition  to  the  fum  of 
18.0,000b,  which  yet  remained  un¬ 
paid  of  the  exchequer  bills.  He 
>  .  .  fhouijd 
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fhbuld  therefore  move  for  a  fum, 
equal  to  the  amount  of  both  ::  hefc 
taken  together,  to  be  granted  to  de¬ 
fray  all  incumbrances,  and  of  con- 
fequence  that  the  full  fum  of 
900,00.0!.  iliould  remain  for  the 
annual  expenditure  of  the  civil  lid. 

Mr.  Drake  paid  many  compli¬ 
ments  to  the  moral  and  religious 
ohara^er  of  the  lover  ign';  but  thd 
.pfe  fling  needfity  of  the  times  ren¬ 
dered  oeeonomy  in  every  part  of 
the  public  expenditure  indifpeniably 
neceffary.  All  ranks  of  .people  mud 
make  it  their  hr  if  objedt,  and  it  was 
the  duty  of  the  crown  in- particular 
to  fet  the  example.  Mr.  Drake  re¬ 
marked  upon  the  very  large  ap¬ 
pointments  of  Certain  patent  offices 
in  the  houfhold,  and-  his  objections 
we  re-  aniwered  by,  Mr.  Pitt.  Mr. 
Powys  confeffed  himjelf  aware  of 
the  indelicacy  of  Teeming  to  object 
againft  the  motion  ;  but,  before  he 
could  give  his  content,  he  expected 
to  hear  Mr.  Pitt  pledge  himfelf  to 
.  the  houie,  that  he  bad  tiled  his  ut« 
mod  attention  to  prevent  the  debts 
being' incurred  by  any  11  n neceffary 
expences.  Was  he  to  believe,  that 
no  ambailadors  had  been  appointed 
tb  foreign  courts,  and  maintained 
on  high  falaries,  while  they  were  in 
fad!  perfectly  inefficient,  and  had 
not  even  once  for  years  together 
reached  the  court  to  which  they 
were  appointed  ?  Was  lie  to  con  - 
idler  the  having  two  ambaffadoi  s 
upon  feparate  edablifliments  at  Pa¬ 
ris,  as  a  ted  of  oeeonomy  ?  He  ac- 
■'knowledged,  that  Mr.  Eden  was  as 
well  qualified  for  the  talk  of  nego- 
ciating  a  commercial  treaty,  as  any 
man  in  the  country  ;  but  he  had 
ever  under  iiopd,  that  commercial  as 
well  as  political  matters  were  under 
the  care  of  the  ambaffador;  and  if 
the  duke  of  Dorfet  either  had  not 
leilure,  or  was  not  competent  to 
enter  into  the  detail  of  commercial 


concerns,  he  thought  the  -proper 
way  was  to  have  lent  out  a  perfoia 
to  affid  him,  w'hofe  rank  in  life 
would  not  have  rendered  k  impro¬ 
per  for  him  to  aCf  in  a  Subordinate 
capacity.  Mr.  Pitt  replied  as,  to 
the  appointment  of  an  ambaffador 
.to  Madrid,  th.it,  at  the  time  of.  lord. 
Ghefterfieki’s  nomination,  there  was 
not  any  room  to  expect  that  ail  am- 
baffador  would  not  have  been  dii- 
patched  from  that  coum  As  foon  as 
it  was  difeovered  our  reprefentative 
was  hopped  from  proceeding  any 
fan  her.  The  matter  had  remained 
long  in  fufpence,  and  as  foon  as 
any  certainty  had  been  obtained, 
lord  Chederfield  was  dually  recalled. 
Several  queftions  were  put  to  the. 
minifter,  refpedting  the  future  in¬ 
come  of  the  prince  of  Wales,  by 
Air.  alderman  Mewnham,  Alp. 
Sheridan  and  Mr.  ■  Fox,  By  the 
latter,  it  was  remarked,  that  he 
knew  no  proper  method  of  bring¬ 
ing  the  bull  nets  before  the  houie, 
but  by  medage  from  the  crown, 
and  he  eamelliy  hoped  minifters 
would-  advife  the  fove reign  accord- 
ingly.  If  they  did  not,  he  Iliould 
Iiimfeif  venture  to  introduce  the 
budnefs  previouily  to  the  riling  of 
parliament.  The  motion  of  Mr, 

>  Pitt  wjis  ultimately  voted. 

In  both  houfes  the  pro  lent  de¬ 
mand  in  favour  of  the  civil  lift  was 
contraded  with  the,  lull  of  Air. 
Buike  for  regulating  the  payment 
of  the  civil  lid  expences,  by  which 
it  was  exprefsly  enabled,  that  no 
debt  under  that  head  fhould  in  fu¬ 
ture  be  incurred,  and  with  the 
fpecch  from  the  throne  in  Decem¬ 
ber  1782.  It  was  abfurd  to  let  Air. 
Burke’s  bill  remain  in  full  force, 
and  yet  come  down  in  the  face  ,  of 
an  a(ft  of  parliament,  and  call  upon 
,  the  ho ufe  to  vote-  money  for  debts 
of  the  crown.  The- fpeech  that  was 
alluded  to  had  been  delivered  at  a 

time. 
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time^.  when  the  principal  minifters 
in  bath  houfes  of  parliament  were 
in  high  office ;  and  its  language 
was  very  explicit.  4<  I  have  car** 
ried  into"  ftri£t  execution  the  feveral 
reductions  in  my  civil  lift  expences, 
directed  by  an  a£t  of  the  laft  fel- 
iion.  I  have  introduced  a  farther 
reform  into  other  departments,  and 
fuppreffed  feveral  iinecure  places 
in  them.  I  have  by  this  means  fo 
regulated  my  eftabliinments,  that 
my  expence  fhall  not  in  future  ex¬ 
ceed  my  income  o’* 

The  allufton  to  this  fpeech  gave 
birth  to  an  altercation  between  the 
marquis  of  Lanfdown  and  lord  vif- 
count  Stormont.  The  laft  of  thele 
noblemen*  as  well  as  the  duke  of 
Portland  profefted  to  have  examined 
the  eftimate  of  the  expenditure  of 
the  civil  lift,  which  had  been  pro¬ 
duced  during  the  adminiilration  of 
the  marquis  of  Lanfdown,  and 
they  had  found  a  fufplus  of  no 
more  than  247I.  It  was  highly 
blameable  under  thefe  circumftances 
to  have  pledged  the  royal  word, 
that  his  beneflciencies  and  his  ex¬ 
traordinary  expences  fhould  for  the 
future  be  confined  within  the  limits 
of  fo  paltry  a  fum.  There  were 
beiides  feveral  glaring  errors  in  the 
eftimate.  The  em bally  to  Holland 
had  been  totally  omitted,  and  the 
article  of  prefen ts  to  foreign  minif- 
ters  had  been  ehimated  at  a  fum, 
which  was  uotorioully  inferior  to 
the  real  expence.  Lord  Lanfdown 
entered  into  a  j unification  of  his 
proceedings.  His  adminiilration 
sontinued  only  ftx  months,  during 
which,  time  he  had  made  an  annlial 
laving,  by  linking  off  various  line- 
cure  and  ufelefs  places,  to  the 
amount  of  n6,oocl. ;  and  he  was 
proceeding  to  abolifti  a  ftill  greater 
number.  This  had  induced  him  to 
advife  his  fovercign  to  make  ufe  of 
the  language  in  qu  eft  ion.,  Situat- 
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ed  as  he  was,  and  plainly  forefee- 
ing  that  he  fhould  not  long  preiide 
at  the  helm,  he  thought  the  laft 
and  beft  earneft,  which  he  cou&l 
give  to  his  country  of  his  wiih  to 
further  its  welfare,  was  to  tie  down 
the  civil  lift  and  expenditure  with¬ 
in  certain  bounds ;  and,  as  he  then 
flattered  himfelf,  to  put  it  totally 
out  ol  the  power  of  any  minifter 
to  make  any  frefh  demand  upon  the 
country.  Lord  Lanfdown  account¬ 
ed  for  the  errors  that  had  been 
found  in  the  eflimate,  by  deferihing 
the  time  at  which  it  had  been  drawn. 
It  was  well  known,  that  after  his 
relignation  fix  weeks  had  palled 
away  before  the  new  adminiftration 
was  fixed  ;  and  all  that  time  his 
name  remained  at  the  treafury, 
though  he  was  in  fa£t  out  of  office.  . 
In  the  courfe  of  the  time  it  was  dif- 
coveredby  the  clerks,  that,  accord¬ 
ing  to  an  a£I  of  parliament,  a  paper 
refpe&ing  the  civil  lilt  was  to  be 
laid  on  the  table  of  the  houfe  of 
commons  by  the  fourth  of  April,. 
They  were  a  good  deal  alarmed ; 
and,  having  come  to  him  upon  the 
occalion,  he  had  figned  the  paper. 
It  was  in  fact  however  nothing 
more  than  a  loofe  paper,  haftily 
made  out  by  the  clerks  of  the  trea- 
fury,  without  any  fort  of  fu  perm- 
tendance.,  without  the  fan&ion  of 
any  board,  without  appearing  on 
the  minutes,  or  being  in  any  way 
a  matter  of  official  record.  Lord 
Lanfdown  at  the  fame  time  moved 
for  a  minute  of  the  board  of  trea- 
fury  of  the  fourteenth  of  March 
1783,  from  which  it  appeared,  that, 
according  to  his  fyftem,  there  would 
be  a  iurplus  for  the  extraordinary 
expences  of  the  fovercign  of  8,986!. 

At  the  period  of  voting  the  efti- 
mates  of  the  navy  on  the  ftrft  of 
March,  iome  obfervations  were  fug- 
gefted  by  captain  Macbride,  that 
appear  to  deferve  to  be  recorded. 

Ho 
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He  cenfured  extremely  the  voting- 
very  large  Cams  for  the  repair  of  fix  tv 
and  fixty-four gun  filips,  and obfcrv- 
ed,  that  our  having  lb  many  vellels 
of  this  fort  was  a  principal  reafon  of 
the  many  defeats  we  had  fullered  in 

j 

the  lad  war.  The  French  had  not 
now  more  than  three  or  four  fixty- 
four  gun  fliips,  and  they  took  care 
not  to  build  any  new  ones  upon 
that  con  ft  ruction.  Another  thing 
agamfl  our  navy  was,  that  the 
French  feventy-four  gun  fliips  were 
of  two  thoufand  tons  burthen,  w  hile 
our  feventy -fours  had  been  reduced 
to  one  thoufand  fix  hundred  tons. 
Captain  Macbride  verily  believed, 
that,  if  the  number  of  our  fliips 
were  reduced  by  one  third,  the  na¬ 
vy  of  England  would  prove  one 
third  the  ffronger.  He  was  dill  more 
fevers  hi  his  condemnation  of  the 
abfurd  fydem  of  differing  the  fliips 
to  remain  in  their  copper  bottoms 
during  a  time  of  peace.  If  we 
per  filled  in  this  idea,  there  would 
be  no  oceafion  to  argue  whether 
filips  of  one  fize  or  another  fliould 
be  built,  for  we  fliould  foon  have 
no  navy  in  our  poffeffion.  The 
French  had  difeovered  the  folly  of 
the  practice,  and  for  fome  time  had 
left  off  the  mode  of  fheathing  their 
fliips.  We  ought  therefore  to  do 
the  fame,  or  at  lead  to  take  off  the 
copper  when  the  fliips  were  to  lie 
long  in  dill  water.  The  copper 
corroded,  and  eat  more  into  their 
bolts  than  either  worms  dr  time. 
The  confequence  would  be,  that, 
the  iiitlant  the  flaps  which  had  long 
laid  by  wrere  fent  to  fea,  their  bot¬ 
toms  would  drop  out,  and  thou-, 
lands  of  brave  fea  men  would  perifh 
in  the  ocean.  The  ideas  of  cap¬ 
tain  Macbride  were  confirmed  by 
fir  John  Jervis ;  and  ib  Ur  us  re¬ 
lated  to  the  fheathing  with  copper, 
by  captain  Laurel.  Sir  Charles 
Middleton,  comptroller  of  the  navy, 
1786. 
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expected,  that  motives  of  delicacy 
would  have  prevented  the  agitation 
of  the  fubjecd  in  the  houfe  of  com¬ 
mons  ;  and  he  was  lure,  that  upon 
cooler  rehe&ion  captain  Macbride 
would  be  of  opinion  with  him,  that 
difeuilions  of  this  kind  could  not 
be  publicly  brought  forward  with¬ 
out  manifefl  impropriety  and  dan¬ 
ger,  Mr.  Hu  fie y  replied,  that  this 
was  a  doblrine  that  could  by  no 
means  be  admitted,  at  the  moment 
that  the  houfe  was  going  to  vote 
away  14,000b  or  16, cool,  of  the 
people’s  money  for  ufelefs  or  perni¬ 
cious  purpofes.  Parliament,  upon 
oceafion  of  tlie  fortifications,  had 
fliown,  that  there  was  ftill  fome  fpi- 
rit  and  virtue  left  in  the  nation. 
A  great  many  gentlemen  had  the 
welfare  of  their  country  at  heart, 
and  -all  thole  would  certainly  join 
and  fupport  the  gallant  officer  in 
his  enquiry.  The  efti mates  were 
carried  without  a  diviiiou.  ' 

A  1  object  relative  to  the  fup plies, 
which  excited  fome  animadverfion 
in  the  houfe  of  commons,  was  in 
relation  to  fome  buildings  carrying 
on  at  the  admiralty,  and  the  ex¬ 
pence  of  which  was  etii mated  at 
i  3,oool.  The  fubjedt  was  origin¬ 
ally  introduced  by  Mr.  Jolhffe. 
The  meafure  was  vindicated  by  Mr* 
Brett  and  Mr.  Hopkins,  two  lords 
of  the  admiralty,  who  ffated,  that 
the  offices  of  the  clerks  in  that  de¬ 
partment  were  lb  narrow,  as  to  be 
totally  inadequate  to  their  pur  pole, 
and  to  occalion  many  inconvenl- 
encics.  Mr,  jolliffe  obferved  in¬ 
reply,  that  he  found  in  the  plans 
fubmitted  to  the  hou  fe  feveral  rooms 
of  fuch  a  description  as  u-fually 
conlinuted  an  elegant  maniion,  but 
notching  that  refembjed  offices  for 
clerks.  It  was  anfwered,  that  the 
prefeut  dwelling -houfe  of  lord,  Ho  wo 
wks  to  be  converted  into  offices  and 
room  for  papers,  and  that  the  new 
H  building 
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buildings  was  to  be  occupied  b^'that 
nobleman.  Mr.  Fox  obierved,  that, 
if  there  were  really  a  propriety  in 
building  a  new  houfe  foy  the  fir  it 
lord  of  he  admiralty,  he  fliouid 
never  object  to  a  vote  for  that  pur- 
pofe  ;  but  he  did  not  approve  of 
coming  to  the  houfe  of  common2, 
and  Hating  that  there  was  a  want 
of  rooms  for  papers  and  clerks,  and 
then  producing  the  plan  of  a  fu- 
perb  dwelling-houfe.  He  thought 
it  was  incumbent  upon  the  board 
of  admiralty  to  have  iirft  proved, 
either  that  new  and  fufficient  rooms 
could  not  have  been  provided  for  by 
a  fmaller  fum  than  it  would  core  to 
build  a  new  houfe  for  the  fir  ft  lord 
of  the  admiralty  ;  or  that  a  more 
cecohomi'cal  plan  could  not  be  dif- 
covered  than  the  converting  the 
prefent  fpacious  habitation  of  the 
ftrft  lord  into  oflices  for  clerks.  Mr. 
Hufley  remarked,  that  it  was  his 
conftant  rule  to  objetft  to  the  ap- 
lyiiig  the  public  money  to  ufelefs 
or  lavifh  purpofes.  At  prefent  two 
of  the  lords  of  the  admiralty  had 
no  houfes  provided  for  them.  Why 
then  could  not  two  more  vacate 
their  houfes,  and  let  them  be  con¬ 
verted  into  offices  ?  They  could 
eafily  be  recompenfed  for  this  facri- 
fice  by  an  allowance  of  two  or  three 
hundred  pounds  a  year  in  II  eu  of 
their  houfes,  and  that  would  be  but 
a  trifling  expence  compared  to  the 
expence  of  the  new  buiiding,  the 
amount  of  which  was  not  huffily 
to  be  concluded  from  the  eftimate 
before  them.  The  houfe  divided, 
ayes  in  favour  of  the  eftimate  63, 
noes  3  6- 

It  had  been  propofed  in  the  pre¬ 
ceding  feffion,  to  pafs  an  aeft  for  di- 
minifhing  the  number,  and  aug¬ 
menting  the  Hilaries  of  the  Scotch 
•judges.  But  the  unpopularity  and 
odium,  which  were  univerfajly  ex- 
/  cited  againft  this  meaiure  in  that 


part  of  the  kingdom,  had  its  effect  in 
altering  the  intentions  of  minifters. 
The  bill,  which  was  this  year  intro¬ 
duced  by  Mr.  Hay  Campbei,  the 
lord  advocate  for  Scotland,  and 
Mr.  Dundas,  departed  from  the  firft 
of  thefe  objefts,  while  it  retained 
the  fecond.  The  falary  of  the  lord 
prefident  of  the  court  of  feffion, 
was  fixed  at  the  clear  annual  amount 
of  zcool.,  and  that  of  the  inferior 
lords  at  ioccl.  each. 

Meifages  were  delivered  from  the 
fovereign  towards  the  clofe  of  the 
feffion,  recommending  it  to  the 
houfe  of  commons,  to  enable  him  to 
grant  a  penfion  of  qool.  per  annum 
to  Mr.  Brook  Watfon,  alderman  of 
London,  and  late  commiflary-ge- 
neral  in  North  America,  and  a 
penfion  of  locroh  per  annum,  to 
fir  Guy  Carleton,  upon  the  joint 
lives  of  lady  Maria  Carleton,  his 
wife,  and  of  two  of  his  fons  ;  the 
former  to  be  paid  out  of  the  civil 
lift,  and  the  latter  out  of  the  aggre¬ 
gate  fund.  An  argument  employ¬ 
ed  in  favour  of  the  penfion  to  Mr. 
Watfon,  was  adduced  from  the  pro- 
mife  made  to  him  by  lord  North, 
when  he  accepted  the  office  of  com- 
miflary  ;  and  the  promife  of  the  fo¬ 
vereign  given  in  1776,  was  urged 
in  behalf  of  the.  penfion  to  general 
Carleton,  which  the  general  had 
for  fome  time  declined  accepting 
from  motives  of  delicacy.  The 
former  of  thefe  motions  was  recom¬ 
mended  by  the  eulogium  of  fir 
George  Howard,  Mr,  Wilberforce, 
Mr.  Brickdale  and  Mr.  Hufley,  and 
palled  unanimouily.  The  latter 
produced  an  inv'ebHve  againft  the 
conduct  of  iir  Guy  Carleton  from 
Mr.  Courtenay,  and  a  very  fpirited 
and  eloquent  eulogium  from  gene¬ 
ral  Burgoyne.  It  was  received 
without  a  diflentient  voice. 

A  motion  was  brought  forward 
in  this  feffion  by  Mr.  Sner’ufan,  for 

.  the 
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the  printing  of  tax  Kills.  The  prao  hil.ate,  whatever  fhare  of  it  might 
Fee  of  printing  bills  was'  of  a  mb-  at  any  preceding  period  have  beeti 
dern  date  ;  but  it  was  highlv  bene-  acquired.  Yet,  although  no  cir- 
ircial  to  the  purpofes  of  free  dif-  cumftance  can  prove  more  flatter- 
culfion,  and  there  were  certainly  no  ing  to  my  heart  than  the  enjoyment 
bills  more  worthy  of  feriou's  invefi.  of  the  approbation  of  my  fellow- 
tigation,  than  tax  bills.  Culfom  fubje&s,  nor  any  endeavour  become* 


indeed  had  not  yet  extended  the 
practice  to  bills  of  this  defeription  ; 
but  cuftom  was  no  found  reafon 
why  a  method,  that  had  but  lately 
been  employed  in  any  cafe,  fliould 
not  now  be  made  to  include  every 
fubjed  that  would  be  benefited  by 
its  application.  Upon  this  quef- 
tion,  as  applied  to  the  bill  upon  per¬ 
fumery,  the  houfe  divided,  ayes  for 
printing  the  bill  24,  noes  1  19. 

Several  petitions  were  p relented 
in  the  courfe  of  this  lefjion,  for  the 
repeal  of  the  duties  impofed  upon 
retail  (Imps.  The  petitioners  were 
permitted  to  be  heard  by  themfelves 
and  their  connfel  ;  and  on  the  fe- 
cond  of  March  a  motion  was  made 
by  fir  Watkin  Lewes,  in  pyrfuance 
of  the  prayer  of  thefe  petitions. 
The  motion  was  fupported  by  the 
members  of  the  city  of  London,  by 
Mr.  Harriet,  Mr.  Townfend,  Mr. 
Thornton,  fir  jofeph  Mawbcy,  and 
Mr.  Francis.  It  was  oppofed  by 
hr  Edward  Aflley,  Mr.  Powys,  Mr. 
Walter  Stanhope,  member  for  Hull, 
and  Mr.  Grigbv,  member  for  the 
county  of  Suffolk.  Mr.  Pitt  upon 
this  occafion  flared  thofe  mitiga¬ 
tions  of  the  tax,  which  were  after¬ 
wards  reduced  into  the  form  of  a 
bill,  and  which  were  calculated  in 
a  conliderable  degree  to  relieve 
traders,  the  rent  of  whofe  houfes 
Was  below  the  fum  of  thiriy  pounds, 
as  inducements  to  prevail  upon  the 
houfe  to  vote  againft  the  total  re¬ 
peal*  ii  Perhaps,5’  added  be,  (i  a 
perfeverance  in  the  attempt  to  give 
liability  to  the  fliop-tax,  will  either 
prevent  the  flighrefl  acquifition  of 
popularity*  or  lefTen,  if  not  arini- 


a  iironger  objedt  to  my  mind  thari 
that  tvhidii  tends  to  the  earning 
from  their  generous  partiality  a  tri¬ 
bute  of  honourable  praife,  I  fliall 
prefer  what  in  iffy  humble  opinion 
I  may  deem  their  intereffs  to  their 
gratifications,  and  their  real  fervice 
to  the  imaginary  caufes  of  their 
■contentment.  The  important  du¬ 
ties  of  my  flat  ion  fhall  never 
even  for  a  moment  lofe  their  fir  ft 
afcendancy  in  my  recollection,  and, 
amidft  the  principles  which  a  be¬ 
coming  idea  of  thefe  muff  naturally 
infpire,  I  fhall  regard  all  marks  of 
popular  applaufe  as  merely  perfonal 
confiderations,  and  the'efore  not 
worthy  to  weigh  a  fan  her  in  the 
fcale,  againft  my  efforts  to  procure, 
upon  grounds  of  unexceptionable/ 
juflice,  advantage  to  the  revenue. 

Mi*.  Fox  took  advantage  of  th« 
mitigations,  that  were  to  be  intro¬ 
duced  by  Mf.  Pitt’s  propofed  bill, 
to  argue  againft  the  ihop-tax  ill 
general.  ’  His  opinions  upon  the 
fubjedi  of  taxation  were  well  known, 
Notwith (landing  the  numerous  pe¬ 
titions  on  the  table,  and  notwith- 
ftanding  the  inftru.dlions  he  had  re¬ 
ceived  from  thofe  whom  he  imme¬ 
diately  reprefented,  he  made  no 
fcruple  to  declare,  that  he  fliould 
have  fupported  the  minifier  in  re¬ 
filling  the  repeal  of  the  fliop-tax^ 
had  he  not  been  convinced  that  the 
tax  was  radically  bad,  that  it  was 
founded  in  the  grolfeft  partiality 
and  iniuftice,  and  that  no  nit>difica~ 
tion  could  cure  its  defeats,  or  reil* 
der  it  fit  to  be  endured.  The  gTca* 
ter  part  of  Mr.  Pitt’s  argument* 
had  been  intended  to  prove  that  the 
H  z  taat 
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tax  was  not  perfonal,  and  that  it 
m'uft  find  its  level,  and  fall  upon 
the  confumer.  If  this  were  true, 
What  was  there  to  recommend  his 
modifications  ?  He  had  hated,  that 
he  would  take  off  and  dimlnifli  the 
portion  of  the  tax  to  be  paid  by  the 
poorer  clals,  which  would  confi- 
derably  lighten  and  exonerate  the 
Ihopkeeper.  Would  it  ?  of  what 
would  it  exonerate  him  ?  of  the 
money  paid  by  the  confumer  t 
Glaring  was  the  inconfiftency  of  the 
adtions  of  Mr.  Pitt,  when  compared 
with  his  arguments. 

Though  the  petitions  of  the  Op- 
pofers  of  the  ihop-tax  were  more 
numerous,  the  hawkers  and  pedlars, 
who  had  fuffered  under  the  regula¬ 
tions  of  the  preceding  feffion,  were 
not  defiitute  of  their  advocates,  and 
feveral  petitions  wrere  prelented  to 
parliament  in  their  behalf.  On  the 
iixth  of  April  a  motion  was  made 
Iby  Mr.  William  Pultenev,  member 
for  Sh rewfbury,  for  leave  to  bring 
in  a  bill  to  explain  and  amend  the 
act  of  the  iaft  ieifion  upon  this  fub- 
jedt.  A  claufe,  which  had  been 
found  particularly  odious  to  the 
clafs  of  perlbns  in  quell  ion,  was 
that  for  granting  to  j  uffiees  of  peace 
a  d  l  fere  t  tort  ary  power  of  imprifon- 
ing  any  perfon  of  this  prefdiion, 
from  which  power  the  injured  pa'rty 
might  appeal  to  the  quarter  feffion s. 
The  claufe  had  been  originally  in¬ 
troduced  by  Mr,  Marfiiam,  and  was 
now  defended  by  him,  as  Calculated 
to  favour  the  pedlars  where  they 
were  ufeful,  and  to  fupprefs  them 
Where  they  were  found  to  be  inju¬ 
rious.  In  covuities  of  the  former 
deleription,  the  magiffrates  rnftead 
of  forbidding  their  coming  would 
naturally  encourage  it  j  and  in 
counties  where  their  prefence  wras 
deemed  a  nuifance,  the  magiffrates 
Were  by  his  claufe  authorised  to 
prevent  their  appearing.  It  was 
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farther  argued  in  favour  of  Miv 
Pulteney’s  motion,  that  in  only  two 
or  three  counties  had  the  magif- 
t  rates  been  found  fevere  enough  to 
execute  Mr.  Pitt’s  bill,  which  was 
a  Prong  proof  that  it  was  the  fenlo 
of  the  kingdom,  that  it  wras  full  of 
hard  (hip  and  injuffice.  The  caufe 
of  the  pedlars  was  pleaded  with 
much  eurneffnefs,  as  being  the  caufe 
of  equity  and  philanthropy,  by- 
Mr.  Powys,  Mr,  Gilbert,  Mr* 
Windham,  Mr.  Courtenay,  Mr, 
Wilberforce,  Mr.  Beaufoy,  Mr. 
Haw-kins  Browne,  the  lord  advo- 
cate  of  Scotland,  fir  Adam  Fergu- 
fon,  Mr,  alderman  Newnham,  and 
fir  Watkin  Lewes.  The  bill  wra-3 
oppofed  by  fir  Edward  Affley,  Mr, 
alderman  ILamet,  Mr.  Popham,  and 
Mr.  Thornton.  It  was  rejected 
upon  the  fecond  reading,  ayes  99, 
noes  49. 

The  improvement  of  the  revenue 
in  the  article  of  the  duty  upon 
wines,  which  Mr.  Pitt  had  fug* 
gefied  to  the  heofe  of  commons  in 
explaining  the  bufinefs  of  the  fink¬ 
ing  fund,  w’as  Opened  by  the  mb* 
nx tier  on  the  fifth  of  May,  The 
general  idea  of  the  mfcafure  wras  to 
transfer  a  part  of  the  duties  on  this 
commodity  from  the  cuffoms,  to 
which  they  now  belonged,  to  the 
excife,  and  it  was  built  upon  the 
acknowledged  fadt,  that  the  revenue 
derived  to  government  from  the  ar¬ 
ticle  of  foreign  wine?,  w'as  at  this 
time  inferior  by  thefum  of  280,000!. 
to  what  it  had  been  in  the  middle 
of  the  century.  Mr.  Pitt  affumed 
it  as  a  principle,  that  the  coiifump- 
tion  of  wine  wras  at  lead:  not  dimi- 
ni Hied,  if  not  rather  increafed  in 
that  period.  The  frauds  in  quef- 
tion  had.  been  imputed  to  two 
caufes;  and,  though  helhould  allow 
fomewhat  for  the  operation  of  both, 
he  wrafc  inclined  to  lay  rhe  principal 
ffrefs  on  the  latter.  They  were  the 

fhau- 
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fraudulent  importation  of  a  con- 
iiderable  quantity  of  wine  without 
paying  the  duty,  and  the  id l*  of  a 
fpurious  and  adulterated  liquor, 
under  the  denomination  of  wine, 
hut  which  in'  truth  was  not  in  any 
fort  intitled  to  that  appellation. 
The  manufacture  of  home-made 
wine,  wasof  itfelf  very  little  intitled 
to  the  indulgence  of  the  iegillature; 
and  it  was  a  part  of  his  plan,  to 
impofe  duties  upon  this  commodity 
equal  to  thole  to  which  foreign 
wines  were  at  p  re  feat  liable.  By 
f up  pr  effing  this  manufacture,  a 
greater  demand  would  a  rife  for  fo¬ 
reign  wines,  and  a  more  extend ve 
market  be  opened  for  the  produc¬ 
tions  of  national  induftry.  In  re¬ 
turn  for  a  fraudulent  trade,  which 
could  not  conduce  to  the  commer¬ 
cial  welfare  of  the  nation,  and  the 
only  object  of  which  was  to  in- 
creafe  the  property  of  the  indivi¬ 
dual  by  the  impofition  of  a  fpuri- 
ous  article  of  confumption,  that 
cheated  at  once  both  the  confrimer 
and  the  revenue,  we  thould  have 
an  opportunity  of  circulating  our 
various  fabrics,  in  which  the  induf¬ 
try,  the  capital  and  the  navigation 
of  the  country  were  employed. 
The  mifemble  .  fubllitute.  which  was 
at  p  re  lent  impofed  upon  us,  he  ap¬ 
prehended  no  member  of  that  Houle 
would  w dll  to  fee  continued,  either 
from  motives  of  a  commercial  or  a 
convivial  nature. 

Mr,  Pitt  obferved,  that  a  propofal, 
in  fome  degree  fimilar  to  that  which 
he  was  about  to  make,  had  been 
formerly  in  contemplation,  and  that 
it  had  then  encountered  fo  violent  an 
oppolition  that  it  had  been  thought 
proper  to  abandon  it.  He  appre¬ 
hended  however,  that  the  principal 
reafon  for  that  oppolition  was,  that 
it  had  been  coupled  with  another 
ohjeCi,  which  had  always  been  re¬ 
garded  fiy  Englilhmen  with  an 
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eye  of  jealoufy.  There  was  no  in¬ 
tention  in  the  prefent  meauire  of 
introducing  u  general  excife,  the 
defign  being  to  confine  it  to  thole 
perfons  only  who  dealt  in  wine  > 
and,  fo  far  from  giving  power  to  the, 
excifemen  to  enter  all  dwelling': 
houfes,  it  would  evert  lubjecf  only 
the  entered  cellars  and  warehoufest 
of  the  dealers  themfelves  to  be 
fe’arched.  In  faff,  even  of  thofe 
upon  whom  the  regulation  was  to 
operate,  a  very  few  only  would 
have  reafon  to  complain  that  tfieir 
li tuition  was  changed.  For  fuch 
as  dealt  in  wine  by  retail,  having 
in  general  licences  for  felling  fpiri- 
tuous  liquors,  their  houfes  were 
already  liable  to  be  entered  by  the 
officers,  in  order  to  take  an  account 
of  their  hock  in  that  commodity* 
As  to  the  expence  of  the  meafure 
now  in  agitation,  it  would  amount 
to  no  more  than  1 2,oool.  or  13,000b 
per  annum ;  a  fum  by  no  means 
to  be  put  in  competition  with  the 
frauds  it  was  intended  to  prevent  ; 
and  the  number  of  excifemen  to  bo 
added,  would  not  exceed  according 
to  his  computation  the  amount  of 
one  hundred  and  lixtyfeven.  So 
much  were  former  prejudices  again  if 
this  mode  diffiputed,  that  Mr.  Pitt 
really  expected,  when  a  cool  and 
temperate  view  of  the  bulinefs  had 
been  taken,  that  he  fhould  have 
very  few,  if  any  diffentient  voices 
again#,  his  propofal.  He  however 
particularly  deprecated  the  objec¬ 
tions  of  members  in  oppolition,  and 
pointed  our  the  inconfiltency  of 
which  they  would  bp  guilty,  if  they 
recollected  their  late  conduct  upon 
the  bufinefs  of  the  [inking  fund* 
They  had  entertained  ideas,  more 
defponding  than  he  thought,  had 
any  foundation  rafpeCting  the  data 

our  finances,  and  had  even  re* 
commended  the  impofition  pf  new: 
taxes  to  make  up  a  luppofed  defi- 
H  3  ciency? 


U*  •  BRITIS 

c'iency,  It  would  be  unpardonable 
in  the  extreme  for  perions,  who 
had  ufed  fuch  language,,  not  to  fup- 
port  every  meafure,  which  was  at  all 
confident  with  the  eonfiitution  and 
With  good  policy  for  the  improve¬ 
ment  of  the  revenue.  He  hoped, 
that  no  perfon  would  take  advan¬ 
tage  of  unpopular  names  or  worn- 
out  prepofflifiong,  to  create  an  a- 
verfion  to  a  meafure,  which  afforded 
a  profpedhof  fuch  fignai  advantage, 
and  for  which  the  fit  nation  of  the 
country  fo  powerfully  called. 

Mr.  Dempfter  recommended  to  the 
houfe  the  turnoff  circumfpedtion  in 
giving  way  to  bills,  which  might 
materially  affedi  the  rights  and  li¬ 
berties  of  the  fubjedl.  He  remind¬ 
ed  them  of  the  general  excife,  which 
had  thrown  the  nation  into  a  flame, 
Sri  the  time  of  flr  Robert  Walpole. 
That,  if  he  recolledled,  was  no  other, 
than  a  propofltion  to  transfer  they 
colledlion  of  the  duties  upon  wines 
and  tobacco  to  the  office  of  excife. 
Was  not  the  intended  regulation  re- 
f peeling  wanes,  fiomewhat  of  the 
fame  kind  ?  And  did  it  not  go  to 
the  deftrudtion  of  the  favourite  idea 
of  every  Englifliman,  that  his  houfe 
Was  his  baffle  ?  The  cyder- tax,  im- 
pofed  in  the  beginning  of  the  pre¬ 
sent  reign,  had  been  repealed,  be- 
caufe  the  fuffering  excifemen  to  en¬ 
ter  men’s  houfes  was  thought  an 
odipus  and  intolerable  badge  of  fla- 
very*  In  both  thefe  inftances  the 
people  had  .refilled  ;  and  the  confe- 
quence  was,  that  it  was  thought 
wife  in  government  to  relax,  and 
abandon  the  rigour  of  the  excife 
laws.  Mr.  Dempfler  thought,  that 
an  alteration  of  condudl  in  the  pre¬ 
fen  t  inflance,  could  no  otherwife  be 
defended  than  from  the  altered  fi- 
tuation  of  the  country  ;  and  he  was 
by  all  means  for  our  paying  our 
debts  like  honed:  men  :  but  he  was 
perfuadedj  that  {he  prefent  pieafure 
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would  not  anfwer  its  purpofe,  or 
give  an  effectual  check  to  the  illicit 
trade.  * 

Mr,  Fox  had  heard  nothing  like 
an  argument  to  prove,  that  wine 
was  one  of  thofe  articles  to  which 
the  excife  laws  ought  to  be  extend¬ 
ed.  He  difliked  experiments  upon 
the  liberty  of  the  fuhjeCt,  and  he  re? 
garded  the  prefent  experiment  as 
peculiarly  rafh.  The  duties  on  malt 
and  beer  had  been  found  admirably 
adapted  to  coliedlion  under  the 
excife,  and  a  better  mode  could 
not  be  adopted  for  that  purpofe. 
But  did  it  follow,  that  all  duties 
would  be  be  A  collected  under  the 
exeife-laws  ?  Experience  teftified  the 
reverfe  to  be  the  fit 61.  The  duties 
on  tea,  formerly  a  great  and  efien- 
tial  article  of  revenue,  had  been  un¬ 
der  the  collection  of  the  excife  ;  and 
it  was  well  known*  how  raiferably 
that  mode  of  collection  had  failed^. 
It  had  fucceeded  no  better  in  its  ap« 
plicatioh  to  the  duties  on  fpirituous 
liquors.  The  pradiice  of  the  excife, 
that  of  gauging,  applied  to  the 
breweries,  but  wks  of  ail  fubjedts 
the  moll  incompatible  with  the  ar¬ 
ticle  of  wine.  With  reear d  to  the 
dillindtion  Mr.  Pitt  had  made,  re- 
fpe  Citing  the  operation  of  the  mea¬ 
fure,  that  its  feveral  claufes  would 
fall  only  upon  dealers  in  wine,  and 
not  upon  private  individuals  ;  Mr» 
Fox  confldered  it  as  in  a  high  de¬ 
gree  idle  and  fallacious.  That  di~ 
flindtion  had  been  urged  as  a  great 
argument,  when  the  cyder'  tax  was 
debated  many  years  ago.  But  to 
what. did  it  really  amount,  unlefs  it 
were  a  provision  to  favour  the  idle, 
and  op p refs  the  indufirious  ?  Tra¬ 
ders,  as  the  moll  ufeful  let  of  men, 
were,  in  his  opinion,  the  bed  en¬ 
titled  to  legijlative  confideration. 
But  fure  he  was,  that  no  found 
reafon  could  be  affigned,  why  they 
fllpuld  be  debarred  of  their  fhare  in 
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that  freedom, 'which  the  conftitutiqn 
held  out  as  common  to  all. 

The  Earl  of  Surrey  and  Mr.  Baf- 
tard  recommended  to  Mr.  Pitt,  to 
Withdraw  the  principal  part  of  his 
regulation,  and  to  introduce  as  a 
fubftitute,  perfeftiy  adequate,  a 
heavy  duty  upon  fweets  W  wines  of 
our  own  growth.  The  meafure  was 
farther  oppofed  by  Mr.  alderman 
Sawbridge,  Mr.  alderman  Newn- 
ham,  Mr.  alderman  Harriet,  Mr. 
alderman  Watfon,  Mr.  Courtenay, 
and  Mr.  Sheridan.  It  was  fup- 
ported  by  Mr,  Huffey,  Mr.  Martin, 
Mr.  Drake,  Mr.  Pye,  and  Mr. 
Gafcoync.  A  petition  was  p relent¬ 
ed  againft  the  bill  by  the  wine-mer¬ 
chants  of  London,  and  they  were 
heard  in  evidence  at  the  bar  ©f  the 
houfe. 

Mr.  Beaufoy  had  in  the  daft  fef- 
fion  introduced  a  bill  into  the  houfe 
©l  commons,  to  amend  the  excife- 
laws,  the  principal  ohjetft  of  which 
was,  to  give  to  thofe,  who  were  ac- 
cufed  as  defaulters  u  gain  ft  this  code, 
an  optional  right  of  being  tried  by 
their  peers.  What  upon  that  occa- 
fion  he  had  attempted  with  refpecft 
to  the  fubjedt  in  general,  he  now 
conceived  himfelf  bound  to  bring 
forward  in  part,  when  an  extension 
of  the  excife  laws  was  the  topic  un¬ 
der  difeuffion.  Mr.  Pitt  oblerved, 
that  it  could  not  be  without  con¬ 
cern,  that  fie  fhould  meet  Mr.  Beau  - 
fey’s  claufe  with  a  negative.  He 
paid  a  very  high  compliment  to  the 
great  ability,  and  uniform  integrity 
of  his  friend.  Pie  oblerved,  that,  if 
Mr.  Beaufoy  had  manifelted  any 
iuch  d  lit  inch  ion  between  the  wine- 
trade  and  the  other  fubjedts  of  the 
revenue- laws,  as  could  make  out  fuf- 
freient  ground  for  an  exception,  he 
lhould  have  been  extremely  willing 
to  comply  with  his  motion.  Pie 
added,  that  the  fummary  mode  of 
proceeding  now  employed,  was  ac- 
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knowledged  to  be,  In  many  inftan- 
ces,  convenient  to  the  parties;  and 
he  concluded,  that  it  would  be  high¬ 
ly  unreafonable  to  give  them  an. 
option  of  diffenting  from  that  mode, 
folely  in  cafes  where  it  was  actual¬ 
ly  ilecelfary  to  the  revenue.  The 
amendment  of  Mr.  Beaufoy  was 
oppofed  by  hr  Grey  Cooper,  and 
fupported  by  Mr.  Fox.  The  latter 
condemned  the  mode  of  reafoning 
that  had  been  employed  againft  it 
in  the  ftrongeft  manner.  The  fum¬ 
mary  proceedings  adopted  by  the 
excife  laws,  were  exceptions  to  the 
contiitution,  warranted  only  by  very 
extraordinary  cafes;  the  catalogue 
of  thofe  exceptions  therefore  ought 
not  to  be  fwelled  without  a  cogent 
and  fufficient  reafon.  A  right  to 
trial  by  ]ury  was  what  the  conftitu- 
tion  authorifed ;  and,  wherever  it 
could  be  given  with  perfeCl  fafety 
to  the  revenue,  there  it  ought  to  be 
allowed.  But  what  was  the  nature 
of  the  offences. cognizable  under  the 
prefentbill  ?  Offences,  which  might 
be  fraudulent  in  their  defign,  of 
might  a  rife  from  inadvertency  :  of¬ 
fences,  the  guilt  of  which  ought  to 
be  eftimated  from  the  intention,  and 
upon,  which  therefore  a  jury  alone 
was  competent  to  decide.  The 
claufe  of  Mr.  Beaufoy  was  rejected-, 
and  the  houfe  having  divided  upon 
the  third  reading  of  the  bill,  the 
numbers  appeared,  ayes  71,  noes 
33- 

In.  the  houfe  of  lords,  the  bill  for 
transferring  the  duties  upon  wines 
was  fupported  by  Lord  Town  Pend, 
and  encountered  the  oppolition  of 
the  Earl  of  Carlifle.  Lord  Carlille 
affirmed,  that,  when  any  man  of 
common  fenfe  came  to  examine  the 
contents  of  the  bill,  Ke  would  find 
that  it  had  no  other  motivL  than 
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the  multiplication  of  the  patronage 
of  the  crown,  by  an  enormous  and 
iudden  lucre afe  of  excife  officers. 
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It  whs  not,  as  had  been  hated  in 
smother  houfe,  an  inercafe  of  one 
hundred  and  fixty  officers,  but  of 
nearly  two  thousand.  This  was 
eafily  calculated.  There  were  a£ 
boutfeven  hundred  wholefale  deal¬ 
ers,  and  ten  thoufand  retailers,  who 
would  be  affedted  by  the  bill.  To 
each  of  the  principal  merchants 
there  mu  if  ’  be  one  excifeman. 
Thefe  would  make  (even  hundred  ; 
smd  a  moderate  average  among  the 
red,  would  raife  the  whole  to  the 
amount  he  had  dated- 

Lord  Loughborough  entered  in¬ 
to  tlie  hi  (lory  of  the  meafures,  which 
had  been  adopted  for  the  extenhon 
of  the  excifc.  Sir  Robert  Walpole, 
in  the  dole  of  his  miniftcrial  reign, 
propoled  a  fydem  of  that  kind* 
The  patriots  of  thofe  days  op- 
pofed  him.  The  meafure  was  con- 
iidered  by  all  the  principal  country 
gentlemen  as  odious,  and  hr  Robert 
barely  efcaped  from  the  houfe  wiih 
his  life.  The  meafure  was  again 
thought  cf  in  Mr.  Pelham’s  time, 
and  upon  the  very  plan  of  excifmg 
wine.  But  Mr.  Pelham,  as  able  a 
ibitefman,  and  as  good  a  financier 
as  any  who  fucceeded  him,  rejected 
the  p  rop'd  fab  It  had  not  then  fug- 
gefted  itfelf  till  the  adminitlration 
of  Mr.  Grenville,  who  was  as  ex¬ 
cellent  a  flat ef man  as  had  ever  far 
upon  the  treafury  bench,  and  he 
had  declared  the  meafure  to  be 
totally  inadmiffiblc  under  any  mi- 
jaiifer,  who  had  a  value  for  the  inte- 
rells  of  Great  Britain,  and  a  re  ip  eel 
for  the  ineliimablcbleffings  of  liberty. 

Lord  Loughborough  took  much 
pains  in  developing  the  hillory  of 
the  denies  upon  wine  for  the  laft 
fifty  years,  and  he  inferred  from  the 
whole,  that,  in  proportion  as  the 
duties  on  tweets  were  taken  off,  fo 
jhad  ihe  revenue  from  foreign  wines 
cU created  ;  and  that,  of  conic- 


quence,  the  redoration  of  thofe 
duties  was  a  remedy  perfectly  ade¬ 
quate  to  the  evil  complained  of. 
Lord  Lo  ugh  boro  u  ah  was  remark- 
ably  fevere  in  his  animadveriions 
upon  a  claufe,  which  had  not  origi¬ 
nally  condituted  a  part  of  the  bill, 
b  it  which  had  been-  introduced  as 
an  amendment  in  tho  committee  of 
the  houfe  of  commons.  By  this 
claufe  a  jury  were  exp  re  (sly  prohi¬ 
bited,  in  cade  of  any  fuit  com-' 
meneed  againll  an  excifeman  for 
improper  feizurc,  and  the  excifeman 
being  able  to  fliew  a  probable  c a ufe 
for  that  feizure,  to  grant  the  plain¬ 
tiff  a  verdidf,  exclusively  of  the  va¬ 
lue  of  things  feized,  of  more  than 
two  pence  damages  or  of  any  c oils 
of  fuit,  or  to  inffidl  a  fine  that 
fliould  exceed  one  fluffing.  With 
regard  to  the  exception  of  a  proba¬ 
ble  caufe,  falfe  information  was  a 
probable  caufe,  and  that  might  in 
every  intlance  be  affigned.  Lord 
Loughborough  conceived,  that  this 
was  one  of  the  mod  arbitrary  mea¬ 
fures  with  refpedt  to  the  excife,  that 
by  any  miniilry  had  ever  been  at¬ 
tempted.  It  was  an  abolition  of  all 
appeal  to  the  laws  of  the  land  for 
redrefs,  and  made  cyphers  of  the 
authority  of  courts  and  juries.  It 
made  an  excifeman  of  more  confe- 
quence  than  any  lord  in  the  realm, 
by  placing  him  above  tjie  jurifdic- 
tion  of  his  peers.  It  fet  him  out  of 
the  reach  of  eonftitutional  juftice 
and  furnidied  him  with  authority  to 
laugh  at  the  courts  in  Wedminder- 
hall.  There  were  lords  in  that 
houfe,  added  Lord  Loughborough, 
who,  in  times  pad,  had  defended 
the  trial  by  jury,  as  the  moil  lac  red 
right  which  a  Briton  could  enjoy. 
He  tru tied,  that,  when  any  of  thofe 
came  forward  to  favour  the  prefent 
meafure,  he  would  affig'n  fitch 
cnuics  Bur  the  alteration  of  his  opi¬ 
nion. 
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Hi  on,  as  fliould  coincide  with  juf- 
tice,  and  make  mankind  credit  his 
fmcerity,  and  admire  his  wiiciom. 

Lord  Camden  replied  to  Lord 
Loughborough.  No  circumlhmee 
could  give  him  greater  pleafure, 
than  to  find  his  fentiments  perfectly 
coincide  with  thole  of’  that  noble¬ 
man  on  lb  patriotic  a  principle,  as 
that  of  defending  the  eonfiitutioii. 
The  extenfion.  of  the  excife  laws 
was  a  dangerous  fyilem,  and  was 
fraught  with  multifarious  evils.  It 
unhinged  the  coriftitutionai  rights 
of  juries,  and  overturned  the  po¬ 
pular  principle,  that  every  man’s 
houfe  was  his  caflle.  Lord  Cam¬ 
den  had  long  imbibed  thefe  prin¬ 
ciples,  and  he  could  not  eafily  get 
rid  of  his  early  prejudices.  They 
were  the  fentiments  of  his  youth, 
inculcated  by  precept,  improved 
by  experience,  .and  warranted  by 
example.  Strange  however  as  it 
might  appear,  the  neceffity  of  the 
cafe  obliged  him  to  give  his  afloat 
to  the  prefent  bill.  Lord  Cam¬ 
den  expatiated  on  the  various  im- 
poiitions  p racti fed  by  the  wine-mer¬ 
chants,  to  delude  the  public,  to 
cheat  the  revenue,  and  to  injure 
the  health  of  the  fubjedt.  It  was 
to  their  iniquities  that  the  prelent 
departure  from  the  conftitution  was 
to  be  afcribed.  They  were  guilty 
of  all,  that,  could  offend  the  laws 
of  their  country  in  refpeCt  to  its 
revenue,  -and  were  therefore  pro¬ 
perly  marked  out  by  the  bill  upon 
the  table.  With  refpect  to  the 
claufe  of  fine  and  damages,  upon 
which  lord  Loughborough  had  ani¬ 
madverted,  lord  Camden  acknow¬ 
ledged,  that  it  did  not  meet;  either  his 
ideas  of  equity,  or  his  principles  of 
juldce;  but,  as  the  bill  had  proceed¬ 
ed  fo  far,  and  this  alteration  would 
deflroy it  for  the  urelent  feilion,  he 
mull  give  way  to  the  claufe.  If,  at 
a  period  lefs  advanced,  he  had  dif- 
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covered  its  enomky,  any  well  fug-, 
gelled  alteration  fliould  moll  cer¬ 
tainly  have  received  his  fiipport* 
The  bill  was  carried  without  a  dir 
vifion. 

In  the  month  of  June  a  meffage 
was  delivered  from  the  king  to  both 
houfes  of  parliament,  Signifying, 
that  the  king  was  de  lire  us  that  an 
enquiry  fliould  be  made  into  the 
condition  of  the  woods,  for  efts,  and 
land  revenues  belonging  to  the 
crown,  in  order  that  they  might 
be  rendered  as  productive  as  pofli- 
ble  ;  and  calling  upon  parliament 
for  their  concurrence  in  inch  pro- 
vilions  relpefling  the  fubjeCt,  as  the/ 
fliould  judge  moil  conducive  to 
the  public  benefit.  A  bill  was  ac¬ 
cordingly  introduced,  which,  as  it 
was  conceived  to  contain  fome  ex¬ 
traordinary  claufcs,  encountered  a 
fmail  degree  of  oppolition  in  the 
houfe  of  common?,  and  a  flill 
greater  in  the  houfe  of  lords.  Mr. 
Jolliffe  cen lured  the  very  lingular 
manner  in  which  the  bill  had  been 
introduced,  and  its  tl range  contents. 
It  had  been  brought  in  in  iilence, 
without  any  notice  of  its  real  defign. 
It  had  been  read  a  fecond  time  and 
not  printed,  at  a  period  when  per- 
fons  of  the  large  if  property  had 
left  London.  The  commlfiioners 
named  in  the  bill  were  to  continue 
during  the  term  of  three  years, 
and  were  not  remove-able  either  by 
the  king  or  by  the  addrefs  of  either 
houfe  of  parliament.  What  aa 
exclamation  had  been  excited  a- 
gainll  the  bill  of  Mr.  Fox  for  the 
regulation  ot  India,  becaufe  it  was 
fuppofed  to  contain  a  limilar  provi- 
lion,  t  hough  Mr.  Fox’s  commi if  on¬ 
ers  were  removable  by  addrefs  of 
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parliament,  and  though  his  bill 
had  no  concern  with  the  immedi¬ 
ate  interefts  of  the  crown.  Mr. 
jolliffe  farther  animadverted  upon 
certain  claufe s  of  die  bill,  by  which 

a  power 


BRITISH  AND 


S  22 

a  power  was  given  to  the  commif- 
fi  oners  to  call  for  and  to  detain  the 
papers  and  title  deeds  of  eftates, 
and  he  moved  an  amendment  to 
prevent  the  obvious  abuie  of  this 
provifion,  which  was  received  with¬ 
out  a  divifion. 

In  the  houfe  of  lords  lord  Lough¬ 
borough  dwelt  with  much  energy 
upon  the  claufe  by  which  the  com- 
miffioners  were  rendered  perpetual. 
He  obferved,  that,  in  all  former 
laws  refpeCtingthe  land-revenues  of 
the  crown ,  parliament  had  pro¬ 
ceeded  with  eircumfpeCtion  and 
caution.  In  the  reign  of  Charles 
the  Second,  when  parliament  had 
complied  with  the  inclination  of 
the  king,  in  permitting  him  to  alie¬ 
nate  his  landed  revenue,  they  ex- 
prefsly  flipulated  for  certain  de- 
feription  of  rents,  which  fhould  not 
be  fold.  By  the  aCt  of  the  firft  year 
of  the  prefent  king,  the  income  of 
theeflateof  the  crown  was  directed 
to  be  carried  to  the  aggregate  fund, 
but  the  abfolute  and  uncontrolled 
management  of  the  eftate  was  given 
to  the  crown.  The  prefent  bill 
made  fore  work,  and  contained 
no  refervation.  Nothing  could  be 
more  different,  than  the  title  and 
preamble  of  the  bill,  from  its  r<?al 
contents.  The  eftate  of  the  crown 
was  directed  to  be  fold  without 
the  previous  confent  of  the  fove- 
reign.  The  rents  payable  to  the 
queen,  and  thofe  which  arofe  to  the 
prince  of  Wales  from  the  princi¬ 
pality  of  that  name,  fell  under  the 
defer iption  of  the  bill,  and  might 
be  difpofed  of  by  the  commiftioners. 
The  rights  of  individuals  were  in¬ 
trenched  upon,  and  the  refpeCt  due 
to  the  royal  family  was  tranfgreff- 
ed  with  lefs  decorum  and  attention, 
than  had  hitherto  been  paid  to  the 
claims  of  the  meaneft  lubjedf  in 
palling  a  common  turnpike  bill. 
The  houfe  of  lords  divided  upon 


the  third  reading,  contents  20, 
not  contents  1 8,  and  a  proteft  was 
entered  by  the  duke  of  Portland, 
the  earls  of  Sandwich  and  Carliile, 
doCtor  Wilfon,  blfliop  of  Briftol, 
and  lord  Loughborough.  The 
commiiiioners  appointed  by  the  bill 
were,  hr  Charles  Middleton,  colo¬ 
nel  Call,  and  Mr.  Arthur  Holdf- 
worth. 

Lord  Loughborough  during  the 
latter  part  of  this  fellion  appeared 
in  forne  meafure  in  the  character, 
that  had  been  been  aflumed  by  lord 
Thurlow.  He  took  the  lead  in  the 
proceedings  of  the  houfe  of  lords, 
decided  upon,  and  caufed  the  re¬ 
jection  of  bills,  and  feemed  to  be 
the  moderator  of  that  affembly. 
During  the  illnefs  of  this  noble¬ 
man,  he  appeared  to  engrofs  all  the 
advantages  of  his  fituation,  with  the 
additional  circumftance,  whether  we 
fuppofe  him  to  have  derived  it  from 
his  inherent  difpofitions,  or  from 
his  prefent  character  as  a  member 
of  oppolition,  of  feeming  to  plead 
the  caufe  of  experience  againft  in¬ 
novation,  and  of  liberty  a  gain  ft 
political  encroachment.  The  laid 
occalion  of  this  fort  that  occurred 
rel  ated  to  a  bill,  which  had  been 
brought  into  parliament  by  Mr. 
Wilberforce,  for  explaining  and 
amending  the  criminal  laws  of  this 
kingdom.  The  bill  had  palled 
the  houfe  of  commons  without  op¬ 
polition.  When  it  appeared  upon 
the  table  of  the  lords,  it  was  treated 
by  lord  Loughborough  with3  the 
fevered  inveCtive.  He  infilled  par¬ 
ticularly  upon  a  part  of  the  bill, 
by  which  it  was  directed  that  the 
judges  fhould  order  the  bodies  of 
c.onviCls  for  burglary  and  certain 
other  crimes,  to  be  delivered  to  the 
furgeons  after  execution.  Lord 
Loughborough  reminded 'the  houfe 
of  the  natural  mildnefs  of  the  pu- 
niftiments  of  this  country,  and  ob- 

ferved 
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ferved,  that  it  was  riot  till  the  mid¬ 
dle  of  the  prefent  centufy,  that  a 
law  had  been  made  depriving  mur¬ 
derers  of  the  right  of  burial,  and 
deitining  the  body  of  the  cnminal 
to  diliedion.  That  addition  had 
been  found  an  egehtial  advantage  to 
the  community.  Criminals,  hard¬ 
ened  in  vice  and  praftifed  in  vil¬ 
lainy,  had  hood  with  a  firm  coun¬ 
tenance  during  trial,  and  had  heard 
fentenceof  death  palled  upon  them 
without  emotion ;  but,  when  the 
fudge  informed  them  that  their  bo¬ 
dies  were  to  be  deprived  of  iepul- 
ture,  and  that  they  were  to  undergo 
a  public  diffeCtion,  their  counte¬ 
nances  changed,  they  grew  fud- 
denly  pale,  trembled,  and  exhibited 
a  vifible  appearance  of  the  ex- 
tremell  horror.  This  fort  of  fpec- 
tacle  had  -always  made  a  forcible 
!m predion  on  the  minds  of  the  by- 
itanders,  and  was  attended  with  the 
snofc  falutary  confequences  to  the 
morals  of  mankind,  and  to  the 
good  order  of  the  community.  Was 
it  wife  to  deifroy  this  falutary  effeCt, 
by  making  the  deprivation  of  burial 
a  common  and  ordinary  conle- 
quence  of  every  convidtion  for  al- 
moft  any  capital  offence  ?  Nothing 
could  be  more  obvious,  than  that,  if 
the  fame  punifhment  were  to  attend 
the  convidf  for  burglary  as  for 
rnurder,  robberies  would  generally 
be  attended  with  murder  here  as 
they  wete  in  France,  and  criminals 
would  take  care  to  prevent  the  ap¬ 
pearance  of  any  witneffes  again!! 
them  at  a  future  trial.  Lord 
Loughborough  laid,  that  in  London, 
where  the  criminals  had  been  bred 
in  every  kind  of  vice,  it  might  be 
othcrwife,  but  at  a  didance  from 
the  metropolis,  where  the  convict 
had  been  born  of  reputable  parents, 
had  a  valuable  wife,  or  good  con¬ 
nections  of  any  kind,  a  more  edify¬ 
ing  fpeCtacle  could  not  be  imagined 


than  his  la  ft  adieux,  nor  a  fee  tie  of 
more  ufeful  woe  be  exhibited  than 
that  of  his  funeral.  Refpedt  for 
the  family  of  the  defvnCt,  his 
former  credit,  and  the  recollection 
of  bis  fate  poffeifed  the  minds  of 
the  furrounding  fpeClators,  and 
were  productive  of  confequences, 
which  undoubtedly  conduced  to  the 
prefervation  of  the  good  morals  of 
the  vicinage.  The  lower  ranks  of 
the  people  entertained  very  Itrong 
prejudices  upon  the  fubjeCt  of 
burial,  and  the  difpofal  of  their 
bodies  after  death ;  and  the  bill 
would  have  an  immediate  tendency 
to  baniili  all  religious  ideas  arid 
fentiments  from  their  minds. 

But  there  was  ftill  another  ill 
confcq uence  that  refulted  from  this 
part  of  Mr.  Wilberforce  s  bill.  The 
ciaule  effectually  took  away  from 
the  judges  the  power  of  granting 
a  reipite,  a  power  which  they  had 
long  poffeffed,  and  the  exercife  of 
which  had  been  found  in  a  high 
degree  falutary.  Lord  Loughbo¬ 
rough  particularly  initanced  in  the 
cafe  of  the  trial  for  a  rape,  A  more 
enormous  crime  could  fcarcely  he 
imagined ;  and  yet  frequent  in- 
Itances  Were  to  be  found,  where  the 
party  accuiing  was  a  common  pro- 
ilitutc.  The  law  wifely  made  no 
diltinCfion,  and  looked  merely  *  at 
the  crime,  not  at  the  perfons.  The 
jury  therefore  did  not  poffcfs  a  dif- 
cretion  upon  the  TubjeCt.  But 
furely  it  was  requiftte  that  the  judge, 
in  the  queftion  of  granting  a  rclpite, 
Biould  be  governed  by  the  circum- 
ftances  of  cafe.  Lord  Lough¬ 
borough  argued  upon  the  other  part 
of  the  hill,  by  which  the  punifh- 
ment  of  women  convicted  of  high 
and  petty  treafon,  was  changed 
from  burning  to  hanging.  With 
refpeCf  to  coining  he  had  no  objec¬ 
tion  to  the  alteration,  though  in 
reality  by  the  conitruCtion  of  the 
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indidiment  it  was  managed,  that  this 
punifhment  for  coining  was  not  in- 
filled  above  twice  in  a  century. 
In  the  cafes  of  petty  treafon,  fuch 
as  a  wife’s  murdering  her  hufband, 
and  others  of  a  very  atrocious  na¬ 
ture,  lord  Loughborough  thought 
that  the  law  was  better  as  it  Hood  at 
prefent. 

But  the  matter,  upon  which  he 
mofi  firongly  infiited,  was  that  the 
bill,  which  was  undoubtedly  of  the 
firfi  magnitude  and  materially  af- 
fedied  the  criminal  j  office  of  the 
country,  had  been  brought  forward 
without  the  judges  being  in  the 
fmallefi  degree  confitlted  with  re¬ 
gard  to  the  wifdom  or  utility  of  its 
provisions.  The  judges  were  the 
ciefcriptSon  of  men  mod  likely  to 
difeover  any  defeat  in  the  execution 
of  our  criminal  laws,  and  their  opi¬ 
nion  hud  accordingly  been  taken  in 
the  firli  infiance  in  all  preceding' 
times.  He  obierved  that  the  bill 
was  drawui  in  a  molt  loofe  and  in¬ 
accurate  manner,  and  fufficiently 
proved  that  the  author  was  very 
little  acquainted  with  his  iubjecl. 
He  dwelt  upon  the  impropriety  of 
men  not  converfant  with  law  turn¬ 
ing  projectors  in  refpedl  to  it,  and 
in  their  moment  of  vivacity  coming 
forward  with  raw,  jejune,  ill  ad- 
vifed,;and  impracticable  fchemes. 
Lord  Sydney  followed  lord  Lough- 
borofigh.  He  paid  many  compli¬ 
ments  to  the  v orth  and  humanity, 
of  IVT-r.  Wiiberforce.,  but  admitted, 
t he  j uft i ce  of the  oh j e.dt ion $  that 
Lad  beep  made,  and  the  bill  was 
rejected  without  a  divifonw 

A  motion  was  made  in  the  horde 
of  comtnons  by  Mr.  Lowys  on  the 
tWehty-eighth  of  Apiil,jaad  lecoild- 
f'a  by  Mr.  Derapiter,  for  leave,  to 
bring  in  a.bijt  to  expiahiand  abend 
the  act  of  1 77a ,  commonly  called  the 
Quebec  act,  Mr.  Powys  def  red,  that 
the  petition  frc*&  fieveral  thouihnd 


of  the  inhabitants  of  Quebec,  which 
had  been  prefenred  to  the  boufe  in 
1784,  might  be  read.  He  exprelled 
his  regret,  that  the  bufinefa  upon 
Which  he  was  to  enter,  had  not  been 
taken  up  by  fame  of  the  mmifiers 
of  the  fovereign,  He  deferibed  to 
the  houfe  the  principal  provifions  of 
the  bill  he  willied  to  introduce.  At 
prefent  the  province  was  governed 
by  a  council,  which  added  upon  all 
ocqa Hons  in  the  character  of  its  l.e- 
giflature,.  He  intended  to  enact, 
that  the  members  of  this  council 
fhould  not  be  liable  to  be  difmifled 
at  the  will  of  the  governor.  He 
would  caufe  the  judges  to  be  con¬ 
tinued  in  their  offices  during  goud 
behaviour.  He  would  give  to  the 
Brii ifh  i'ubjedis  in  Quebec  an  op¬ 
tional  right  to  the  trial  by  jury. 
He  would  deprive  the  governor  of 
the  power  of  imprifaning  any  of 
the  inhabitants,  except  in  confe- 
q uence  of  a  legal  trial,  and  for  a 
limited  time.  In  a  word  he  wifhed 
to  place  the  government  of  the  prcn 
vince,  which  was  at  prefent  fluctuat¬ 
ing  and  delpotic,  upon  the  balls 
of  known  and  definite  law.  Mr. 
Powys  alluded  to  the  circumftance 
of  fir  Guy  Carleton  s  having  been 
lately  appointed  to  the  government. 
He  conceived  that  as  an  officer  and 
a  man,  general  Carleton  had  done 
himfelf  the  high  ell  credit ;  but,  if 
he  might  be  permitted  to  fav  it,  he 
could  not  conlider  that  officer  as  the 
belf  and  moil  able  a'dvifer  of  the 
houffi  in  its  legiilative  capacity. 
He  1  bought  the  opportunity  of  his 
appointment  fhould  be  feized,  as  the 
sera  of  liapp.inefs  and  liberty  to  the 
province  of  Canada,  and  that  .fir 
Guy  Carleton  fhould  be  fixed  upon 
to  be- made  the  mefienger  of  the 
glad  tidings. 

Mr.  Pitt  declared  his  opinion, 
that  generally  fpeaking,  the  privi¬ 
leges  of  the  Britifli  conftitut^n 
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tough  t  to  be  diffufed  as  widely  ns  the 
dominions  of  the  empire.  He  had 
feen  federal  petitions  from  the  pro¬ 
vince  of  Quebec,  and  among  them 
many  counter-petitions,  entirely  ho- 
fiile  to  that  which  was  brought  to 
the  recolledion  of  the  houfe  by 
Mr.  Powys.  It  was  a  certain  fadt, 
that  the  principal  part  of  the  inha¬ 
bitants  of  Canada  were  averfe  to 
any  change  in  the  prefent  fvfiem 
of  their  government:  and  fur'ely 
even  the  biddings  of  liberty  ought 
not  to  be  forced  upon  a  people  con¬ 
trary  to  their  inclinations.  He  de¬ 
li  red  however  to  be  underftood,  as 
not  declaring  againii  the  introduc¬ 
tion  of  a  new  cpntHtution  into 
Quebec;  but,  as  there  were  great 
differences  of  opinion  upon  the  fub- 
jedt,  he  could  not  con  fen  t  to  adopt 
any  half-concerted  and  immature 
meafures  for  a  general  reformation. 
As  fir  Guy  Carltton  was  going  out 
to  Canada,  he  had  thought  it  pro¬ 
per  to  wait,  till  enquiries  could  be 
made,  and  information  received 
from  him.  The  attorney-general 
declared  himlelf  an  advocate  for 
liberty  ;  but  he  thought  it  would 
be  highly  improper  to  proceed 
raflily  in.  this  bufinefs.  With  re,-* 
gard  to  the  independency  of  the 
judges,  as  a  profeffional  man  he 
mull  certainly  wifh  to  fee  it  every 
where  introduced  ;  but  there  were 
feveral  difficulties  that  attended  it, 
and  by  no  colony  of  Great  Britain 
had  it  ever  been  adopted.  In  re- 
fpedt  to  trial  by  jury,  in  civil  cafes 
the  kingdom  of  Scotland  enjoyed 
no  fuch  privilege,  and  it  was  greatly 
limited  in  England.  For  peers  could, 
in  many-  cafes,  be  tried  by  com¬ 
moners,  and  commoners  by  im¬ 
peachment.  Mr.  Young,  lately 
eledled  for  Saint  Mawres,  followed 
the  mmiftera  on  the  fame  fide,  and 
obfervedto  Mr.  Powys,  that,  if  be 
would  give  himfclf  the  trouble  to 
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trace  the  links  in  the  chain,-  he 
would  find  that  civil  liberty  and 
civil  happinefs  were  not  always  inti¬ 
mate  acquaintance. 

Mr.  Courtenay  fpoke  in  favour  of 
the  bitl.  Heobibrved,  that  fir  Guy 
Carle-ton  was  the  reputed  author  of 
the  ail  it  was  defigned  to  repeal p 
and  that  therefore  there  was  fbijve- 
thingexquilitely  abfurd,  in  the  idea 
of  coniulring  him  r'efpecling  the' 
proceedings  that  fhonld  be  adopted 
upon  the  fubjefr.  He  allefted,  that 
the  former  government  of  that  of¬ 
ficer  had  by  no  means  been  fuch  as 
to  encourage  an  application  to  him 
in  the  prefent  infiance,  and  he  meii-. 
tioned  the  arbitrary  removal  of  Mr. 
Livius  the  chief  jufiice  of  the  pro. 
vince,  a  conduit,  which  had  been 
cenfured  by  the  late  board  of  trade, 
and  by  the  pfefent  committee  of 
council  for  trade  and  plantations. 
Mr.  Fox  was  a  warm  fupporter  of 
the  motion  of  Mr.  Powvs,  and  was 

v  r 

willing  to  go  farther  in  the  alter¬ 
ation  of  the.  adt  of  1774,  than  his 
friend  had  propofed.  He  would 
confent  to  give  the  people  of  Canacjft 
a  houfe  of  afiembly,  and,  if  we  had, 
twenty  colonies,  he  would  yield  to 
every  one  of  them  the  fame  privi- 
lege.  In  the  infiitution  of  fuch  an 
afiembly,  he  fhould  be  for  having 
it  conlifi:  of  men  chofen  by  the 
people,  without  refiridtion  as  t© 
who  were  of  the  Pvomati  catholic 
religion,  and  who  were  of  the  pro- 
teftant,  or  indeed  of  anv  religion 
whatfocver.  Mr.  Fox  atferted,  that 
it  held  been  proved  in  evidence  at 
the  bar  of  that  houfe  in  the  year 
1774*  that  more  than,  three- 
fourths  of  the  inhabitants  of  Canada 

-  *•,  \  v '  — 

ardently  panted  for  the  ble  flings  of 
being  gorerned  by  Britiih  laws. 
The  province  of  Canada  had  been 
in  our  hands  three  and  .twenty 
years,  and  it  was,  extraordinary 

ipde’cd,  if  ive  were  vet  ignorant  what 
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fvftem  was  bell  adapted  for  their 
government.  He  obierved,  that  he 
ihouid  be  glad  to  know  what  fort 
of  language  thcfe  petitioners  held, 
who  prayed  not  to  have  the  Dlellmgs 
of  a  trial  by  jury,  of  the  habeas 
corpus  a£t,  of  independent  judges 
and  a  free  government  ?  For  him- 
ielf  he  was  fo  firmly  perfuaded  of 
the  inefti triable  benefit  of  fuch  a 
government,  that  he  would  give  if, 
even  if  the  majority  of  any  colony 
were  fo  blind  to  their  own  in  te  re  it 
as  to  refufe  to  accept  it,  animated 
with  the  moil  certain  expedition 
that  the  time  would  loon  come, 
when  he  fhould  receive  their  mod; 
grateful  thanks.  The  houie  divi¬ 
ded  on  Mr. Powys’s  motion,  ayes  22, 
noes68. 

As  it  had  been  a  principal  obj.edl 
of  the  meafures  of  the  prefent  fef- 
fion,  to  extend  and  fee.  ure.  to  Great 
Britain  the  bleflings  of  peace,  the 
melioration  of  her  revenues,  and 
the  improvement  of  her  commerce, 
the  meafures  of  a  mifcellaneous  na¬ 
ture,  that  it  remains  for  us  to  relate, 
and  which  were  not  equally  pro¬ 
ductive  of  oppolition  and  debate, 
were  intended  to  promote  thefe 
great  objects,  and  particularly  to 
give  ftrength  and  permanence  to 
our  commerce.  The  firft  of  them 
donfifted  in  a  bill,  which  Was 
brought  forward  by  Mr.  Charles 
Jenkinfon,  for  the  farther  increafe 
and  encouragement  of  our  fhipping 
and  navigation.  The  objedt  ot  this 
bill  was,  more  fully  to  enforce  the 
preceding  adts  of  navigation,  and 
to  prevent  the  frauds  by  which  they 
were  fuppofed  to  have  been  evaded. 
It  is  well  known,  that  the  navigation 
laws  of  Great  Britain  are  in  diredf 
oppolition  to  the  abfiradt  and  p’ni- 
lofophical  ideas  that  have  been  en¬ 
tertained  in  behalf  of  free  trade  ; 
and  it  is  not  lefs  notorious,  that 
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they  are  an  objedt  of  extreme  at¬ 
tachment,  and  a  fource  of  high 
popularity  among  the  majority  of 
the  fubjedts  of  the  Britifh  realms. 
Mr.  Jenkinfon’s  bill  was  intended 
to  enadt,  that  in  future  no  fhips 
fhould  be  deemed  Britifh.  built,  that 
were  not  actually  built  in  Great 
Britain,  or  her  dominions  ;  it  ex¬ 
tended  and  regulated  the  mode  of 
regifter  upon  that  fubjedf,  and  it 
railed  to  a  higher  amount  what  was 
called  the  aliens  duty,  extending 
it  to  the  Americans,  who  were  no 
longer  entitled  to  an  exemption 
from  it.  The  bill  experienced  a 
favourable  reception,  and  an  a- 
mendment  to  it,  that  was  proposed 
by  fir  Grey  Cooper,  was  calculated 
not  to  diminifli  but  to  enforce  its 
operation.  He  expatiated  on  the 
impolicy?  of  which  we  had  formerly 
been  guilty,  in  the  encouragement 
we  had  yielded  to  the  art  of  fhip- 
buildine;  in  the  American  colonies  ; 
and  he  quoted  fir  Jofiah  Child,  to 
fhow  that  that  writer  had  predicted 
the  revolt  of  the  colonies  as  the 
refult  of  this  policy.  At  the  very 
moment  when  it  had  been  declared 
by  the  perfon  who  had  borne  the 
greate.fi:  refpedt  and  authority  in 
that  houie  (lord  Chatham)  that 
the  colonies  fhould  not  be  permit¬ 
ted  to  manufacture  the  mail  of  a 
horfe-fhoe,  they  were  fabricating 
with  the  connivance  and  applaufe 
of  Great  Britain,  a  manufacture, 
which,  was  of  ali  others,  the  molt  in¬ 
jurious  and  detrimental  to  the  com¬ 
mercial  and  naval  interefts  of  the 
kingdom.  Sir  Grey  Cooper  ex- 
prefied  his  apprehenfions  that  Ame¬ 
rican  built  fhips  fhould  be  finug- 
gled  upon  us  through  the  inter¬ 
vention  of  our  colonifis  of  Nova 
Scotia,  and  he  propofed  feverai 
fchemes  to  encounter  this  evib 
The  fuggeftions  of  fir  Grey  Cooper 

were 
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were  however  given  up  for  the 
prefent,  in  compliance  with  the  fen  fie 
of  the  houfe  of  commons. 

Several  meafures,  founded  upon 
the  fame  bafis  of  monopoly  and  na  ¬ 
tional  preference,  were  brought 
forward  about  this  time  by  Mr. 
jenkmfon.  The  adds  of  parliament 
bv  which  bounties  were  given  to 
the  fi  file  t  ies  of  Newfoundland,  to 
the  Greenland.,  whale  fifhery,  and 
to  the  whale  fiilieries  of  the  South 
Sea  would  fiiortiy  expire,  and  it 
was  intended  to  perpetuate  and  to 
vary  thefe  me  ifures.  In  moving 
for  the  bill  for  increafing  the  fifhery 
of  Newfoundlandj  Mr.  Jenkinfon 
explained  to  the  houfe  the' princi¬ 
ple  upon  which  that  fifhery  ought 
to  be  conducted.  It  was  efiential 
to  preferve  it  entirely  a  Britifh  nfh- 
cry  ;  and  this  could  only  be  done 
by  confining  it  to  Britifh  fhips,  na¬ 
vigated  from  Great  Britain,  and  by 
preventing  any  flationary  fettle- 
men  t  from  being  made  on  the  illand 
of  Newfoundland.  The  obvious 
confequence  of  luch  a  fettlement 
would  be,  as  it  happened  in  New 
England,  that  the  colony  would 
take  the  fiilieries  into  its  own  hands, 
and  they  would  be  ultimately  ;md 
perpetually  loft  to  this  country. 
He  fuggefted  various  provifions  to 
remedy  this  inconvenience,  and  par¬ 
ticularly  that  the  ftages,  flakes,  and 
curing  houfes  on  the  ifland,  fhould 
be  no  longer  the  property  of  thofe 
who  might  have  eredied  them,  than 
while  they  employed  them  in  the 
bufinefs  of  the  fifhery,  and  that,  if 
left,  they  fhould  become  liable  to  be 
occupied  by  thofe  who  arrived  fit  ft 
at  the  time  of  the  enfu-ing  feafon. 

The  fubjedt  of  the  Greenland 
fifhery  excited  a  higher  degree  of 
conteft  and  debate.  The  idea  of 
the  minifterial  party,  as  it  was  flar¬ 
ed  by  Mr.  Pitt  and  Mr.  jenkiii- 
Ibn,  was  to  reduce  the  bounty  from 


forty  (hillings,  which  was  at  prefent 
given,  to  thirty  (hillings.  They 
Hated,  that  the  fum,  which  this 
country  had  paid  in  bounties  for 
the  Greenland  fifhery  amount  to 
1,265,461b,  that  in  the  laft  year 
we  had  paid  04,858b,,  and  that  by 
means  of  the  confequent  reduction 
of  the  price  of  the  ftfh,  the  public 
at  prefent  paid  fixty  per  cent  upon 
every  cargo.  In  the  Greenland 
fifhery  there  were  employed  fix 
thouiand.  fe  mien  ;  and  thefe  Tea¬ 
men  coft  government  at  prefent 
1 3 1. 1  cs.  per  man  per  annum,  though 
we  were  never  able  to  obtain  more 
than  five  hundred  of  that  number 
to  ferve  on  board  our- fhips  of  war* 
The  vaft  encouragement  given  to 
the  trade  had  occafioned  fuch  a 
glut  to  the  market,  that  it  was 
found  neceffary  to  export  confider- 
able  quantities  ;  and  thus  we  paid 
a  large  fhare  of  the  purchafe-money 
for  foreign  nations  as  well  as  for  our 
own  people,  befides  (applying 
them  with  the  materials  of  lev  era! 
important  manufactures.  The  old 
bounty  was  pleaded  for  with  much 
earneftnefs  as  efiential  to  the  exift- 
ence  of  ther  fifhery,  by  Mr.  Demp- 
ller,  Mr.  Hufley,  lord  Penrhyn, 
Mr.  Hay  Campie-L,  Mr.  alderman 
Watlbn,  and  Mr  alderman  H-amet. 

Mr.  Beaufoy,  who  had  laft  year, 
in  confequence  of  the  reports  of  rise 
committee  for  enquiring  into  the 
Biitifti  fisheries,  brought  in  a  bill 
for  the  encouragement  of  the  her- 
ring  fifhery,  now- fob  mitt  ed  to  par¬ 
liament  a  bill  that  was  intended 
to  extend  our  concern  in  the  turbot 
fifliery.  This  bill  was  not  calcu¬ 
lated,  like  that  of  the' laft  ieffion,  to 
remove  improper  and  impolitic  ye- 
ftribfions,  but  to  hold  out  ex  chi  live 
encouragements.  Mr.  Beaufoy 
drew  an  animated  pictu.rc  of  the 
prog  refs  the  EngTdh  nation  had 
made  in  fimilar  attempts*  The 
6  feamen 
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feamen  of  Great  Britain  rejected 
with  indignation  the  iniuiting  idea 
of  Dutch  fuperiority  ;  and,  confix 
dent  from  experience,  were  impa¬ 
tient  for  the  trial.  In  the  herring 
fifliery  our  v  die  Is  outnumbered  the 
v effete  of  Holland  more  than  in 
the  proportion  of  two  to  one. '  In 
the  cod  fifliery  the  Engiifh  had  no 
rivals.  In  the  fifliery  for  whales, 
whether  in  the  feas  of  the  arctic 
circle,  or  on  the  confines  of  the 
fourhern  pole,  competition  was 
nearly  at  an  end.  Had  then  their 
efforts  fucceeded  in  every  other 
enterprize,  and  were  they  un¬ 
equal  to  this  ?  Had  they  obtain¬ 
ed  a  decided  fuperiority  in  com¬ 
petitions  infinitely  arduous,  and 
would  they  be  baffled  in  this  the 
eafiefl  of  all?  The  bill  of  Mr. 
Beaufoy  experienced  a  pertinaci¬ 
ous  opposition  on  the  part  of  Mr. 
Rolle,  and  its  author  at  length 
contented  to  withdraw  it  for  the 
prefent  feffion. 

In  the  dole  of  the  feffion  a  bill 
%yas  introduced  by  Mr.  Macdonald 
the  foligitor-general,  to  incorporate 
a  certain  number  of  perfons,  a- 
mong  whom  the  members  of  the 
committee  to  enquire  into  the  Bri- 
tifh  fifheries,  were  the  moil  confpi- 
cuous,  who  had  entered  into  a  vo¬ 
luntary  fubicription,  which  already 
Amounted  to  feven  thou  land  pounds, 
for  the  purpofe  of  building  fifhing 
towns  and  villages  on  the  coafts  of 
Scotland.  The  ohjedl  of  this  affo- 
ciation  appears  to  have  been  liberal 
anddilinterelled ;  and  it  was  indebted 
for  its  formation  to  the  accurate 
in  ve  (ligations  of  Mr.  Knox,  to  the 
patriotic  fpirit  of  Mr.  Dempfter, 
and  to  the  indullry  and  addivity  of 
Mr.  Beaufoy. 

An  affair  Occurred  towards  the 
clofe  of  the  feffion  in  the  houfe  of 
lords,  which  was  a  fubje&  of  much 


{peculation  and  conjecture  among 
the  nation  in  general.  A  bill 
having  been  introduced  into  par¬ 
liament  relative  to  the  prize-mo¬ 
ney  that  had  been  obtained  at  the 
capture  of  St.  Eufiatius,  lord  Rod¬ 
ney  embraced  this  opportunity  of 
fuggefiing  a  fa£t  to  the  houfe, 
which  he  conceived  to  be  in-titled 
to  their  ferious  attention.  -At  the 
time  that  he  took  poffeifioi)  of  the 
ifland  in  queftion,  he  appears  to 
have  conceived  the  highefl  indig¬ 
nation  strain tl  the  condudt  that  had 
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been  held  by  fome  of  its  leading 
inhabitants ;  and  he  was  induced 
by  his  zeal  in  behalf  of  the  go¬ 
vernment  of  Great  Britain,  to  pro¬ 
ceed  againfl  them  in  an  exemplary 
manner.  At  the  fame  time  he  had 
tranfmitted  the  papers  of  thofe  mer¬ 
chants  as  documents  of  treafon,  to 
be  lodged  in  the  office  of  the  feere- 
tary  of  flate,  which  he  had  conli- 
dered  as  a  place  of  facred  depofit 
and  undoubted  fafety,  and  from 
which  he  had  intended  to  produce 
them  whenever  vouchers  of  this 
fort  might  be  found  to  be  neceffary. 
Having  called  for  them  however 
in  j unification  of  his  conduct  be¬ 
fore  the  court  of  appeal  from  the 
high  court  of  admiralty,  he  had 
learned  to  his  utter  afi  on  Kliment* 
that  the  books  and  papers  had  been 
carried  away,  and  were  no  where 
to  be  found.  Mr.  Knox,  who  had 
been  undersecretary  in  the  office 
of  lord  George  Germaine,  was  call¬ 
ed  as  a  witnefs  to  the  bar  of  the 
houfe  of  lords,  and  from  his  evi¬ 
dence  it  appeared,  that  the  papers 
had  been, faiVly  lodged  in  the  cuftody 
of  government,  and  that  early  iff 
the  year  1782,  foon  after  the  ap¬ 
pointment  of  the  marquis  of  Eanfi- 
down  to  the  office  of  fecretary  of 
Bate,  the  criminals,  who  had  hi¬ 
therto  been  detained,  were  enlarg¬ 
ed, 
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ed,  and  the  papers  were  in  fomc  The  bill  which  was  undsr  difcuf- 
manner  withdrawn  and  fecreted.  lion  was  rejected  without  a  diviiion* 


CHAPTER  VI. 

jfefr.  Francis's  India  BUI »  5///  ^  H4W  Dwid&s ,  relative  to  the  Political 


■  Government »  2?///  Amending 

Relief. 

THE  affairs  of  the  Eaft  India 
company  confiituted  one  of 
thole  objedis,  which  engrolfed  no  in- 
con  tide  ruble  attention  in  the.courfe 
of  the  p relent  feffion.  To  fettle 
theie  affairs  had  been  one  of  the 
earlieft  objects  of  Mr*  Pitt’s  admi- 
niftration ;  and  accordingly  fuch 
meafures,  as  he  had  conceived  ade¬ 
quate  to  the  purpofe,  had  been  in¬ 
troduced  by  him  in  the  year  1784, 
and  Had  received  the  fand'tion  of  the 
prefent  parliament  in  its  hr  11  feffion. 
In  the  feffion  of  178$,  nothing  had 
been  brought  forward  by  mi  112 hers 
upon  this  iubjebl ;  and  in  the  de¬ 
bate  upon  the  aadrell  in  anfwer  to 
the  fpcech  from  the  throne,  in  the 
commencement  of  this  third  feffion, 
it  had  been  infilled  upon  by  Mr. 
Fox,  as  a  topic  of  blame  again!! 
admini.lt ration,  that  no  notice  of 
apy  kind  was  taken  in  that  fpeech 
of  the  affairs  of  India.  Mr.  Fox 
fpoke  of  the  fjpirrt  of  difeontent, 
which  had  pervaded  that  part  of 
our  dominions.  Ide  a  Iked,  whether, 
after  what  hud  happened,  the  mi- 
nifter  would  hill  venture  to  talk  of 
his  India  bill  in  a  tone  of  triumph  ? 
He  reprefented  the  Hate  of  our  fi¬ 
nances  in  that  part  of  the  world 
as  in  a  high  degree  impromiling, 
and  faid,  that  upon  infpedtion  he 
believed  they  would  now  find,  when 
compared  with  the  predidtions  of 
the  court  of  directors  on  the  fub- 
jedf,  not  merely  errors  of  fractions, 
but  errors  of  millions.  He  repro- 
1^86. 
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bated  the  condudl  that  had  been 
held  by  adminitl ration  towards  lord 
Macartney.  Lord  Macartney  had 
adled,  during  the  whole  term  of  his 
relldence  in  India,  upon  the  molt 
upright  principles,  and  had  come 
home  with  hands  perfectly  unful- 
lied.  From  a  convidtion  of  the  ne- 
ceffity  of  the  meafure,  he  had  taken 
the  collection  and  management  of 
the  revenues  of  the  Carnatic  out 
of  the  hands,  not  of  the  nabob, 
but  of  his  agents  and  ufurers,  who 
plundered  the  natives,  and  robbed 
their  principal,  and  had  veiled  borh. 
in  the  hands  of  the  company.  This 
meafure  had  been  overthrown  bv 
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the  orders  of  the  board  of  control. 
The  fatal  effedls  of  their  order  had 
fpread  alarm  and  terror  through  the 
Carnatic,  and  impreffed  the  council 
of  Madras  with  fo  lirong  an  idea  of 
its  impropriety,  that  lord  Macart¬ 
ney  went  himfelf  to  Calcutta,  to  re- 
monftrate  with  Mr.  Haftings,  and 
to  deprecate  the  confequences.  Let 
the  houfe  guefs  the  furprife  of  this 
nobleman,  when  he  found  Mr. 
Railings  departed  for  Europe,  and 
a  eommiffion  appointing  him  go¬ 
vernor-general,  .a  foliation  which 
it  was  impoffible  for  him  to  accept, 
while  the  order  to  reflore  the  col¬ 
lection  and  management  of  the 
Carnatic  revenues  continued  in 
force.  How  abfurd  was  it  to  re¬ 
move  tbe  governor-general,  who 
recommended  the  meafure,  and  ap - 
point  JLprd  Macartney  to  the  poll  of 
I  governor- 
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governor-general,  with  orders  to 
do  what  he  had  reprobated,  as 
equally  injurious  to  the  intered  of 
the  nabobj  and  the  intereft  of  the 
Company. 

Mr.  Pitt  replied  to  thefe  obferva- 
tions,  that,  with  relpect  to  the  fitu- 
ation  of  India  not  being  mentioned 
in  the  fpeech,  Mr.  Fox  might  as 
Well  have  complained  of  a  fimilar 
omifiion  concerning  any  other  of 
the  foreign  podefilons  of  the  em¬ 
pire.  The  reafon  was  perfectly  ob¬ 
vious.  So  many  errors  and  naif- 
carriages  had  formerly  arifen  out 
of  the  government  of  that  country, 

■  that  the  king  had,  for  many  fefEons, 
been  induced  to  call  upon  parlia¬ 
ment  to  adopt  feme  mode  of  effec¬ 
tual  regulation.  Parliament  had 
at  lad,  taken  up  the  bulinefs  and 
applied  a  remedy  ;  and  therefore 
the  neceffity  for  the  crown  to  re-, 
mind,  them  of  it  no  longer  exrfted. 
Mr.  Pitt  defended  the  meal  u  res;  that 
had  been  adopted  for  the  detection, 
and  punifement  of  delinquencies  in 
India,  and  declared,  that  he  could 
never  have  been  fo  abfurd  as  to 
imagine  that  a  bill,  which  was  in 
reality  a  bill  of  restraint,  could  be 
received  with  anv  fanduihe  marks 
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of  approbation  and  gratitude  by 
thofe  upon  whom  its  reftri&ionfc 
were  to  operate.  He  would  not  for 
the  prefent  attempt  an  exadt  date 
of  the  fitrplus  of  the  revenues  of 
the  Eaft  Indies ;  but  he  would  on¬ 
ly  fay,  that  he  expedited  and  be¬ 
lieved,  that  that  lurplus  would  ap¬ 
pear,  and  that  the  mod  falutary  re¬ 
gulations  and  retrenchments  had 
been  introduced.  His  warmed 
wifees  would  indeed  be  gratified, 
and  the  mod  fanguine  dreams  of  the 
profperity  of  Great  Britain  would 
prove  more  than  realized,  if  it 
could  be  found,  that  olir  refeurces 
for  diminifhing  our  debt  bore  any 
companion  to  thofe  of  the  Ead  In- 
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dia  company.  Mr.  Pitt  repelled 
the  fuppofed  inconfifiency  of  go¬ 
vernment  in  their  conduH  towards 
lord  Macartney,  and  obferved,  that 
that  nobleman  was  perfectly  eligi¬ 
ble  to  the  prefidency  of  Bengal,  to 
the  department  of  which  the  direc¬ 
tion  of  the  revenues  of  the  Carna¬ 
tic  by  no  means  particularly  re¬ 
ferred.  He  did  not  fall  below  Mr. 
Fox  in  his  eulogium  upon  the  cha* 
radter  of  lord  Macartney,  and  in- 
danced  in  his  voluntary  compli¬ 
ance  with  the  claufe,  which  called 
upon  all  perfons  returning  from  the 
company’s  fervice,  to  account  upon 
oath  for  their  acquifitions  ;  though 
the  operation  of  that  claufe  had  not 
yet  commenced.  This  action  was 
in  itfeif  fe  noble  and  difmtereded, 
that,  had  Mr.  Pitt  even  difapproved 
of  his  general  condudt  in  his  go¬ 
vernment,  it  would  alone  have  been 
fufficient  to  atone  for  all  former  mis¬ 
carriages,  and  to  have  entitled  him 
to  the  highed  glory,  and  mod  dif- 
tingiiiftied  applaufe. 

Mr.  Francis  endeavoured  to  de- 
mondrate  the  fallacy  of  which  Mr. 
Pitt  was  guilty,  in  the  reprefenta- 
tion  that  he  had  made  of  the  ffbn- 
ridiing  condition  of  the  company 
finances.  At  Bombay  they  haci  no 
revenue  at  all  proportioned  to  their 
current  expences,  and  the  funded 
debt  then  amounted  to  3,000,000!.* 
which  bore  an  intered  of  9I.  per 
cent.,  and  was  continually  increaf- 
ing  by  half  yearly  converfions  of 
the  intered  into  capital.  Of  the 
pecuniary  fituatior*  of  Madras,  Mr. 
Francis  could  not  fpeak  with  fe 
much  precifion ;  but  he  conceived, 
that  feme  idea  might  be  formed 
upon  the  fubjed  from  a  part  of 
Mr.  Macpher  fen’s  letter  to  the 
court  of  diredlors,  of  the  thirtieth 
of  July  ,789  in  which  he  re¬ 
marked,  “  In  the  Carnatic  your 
late  orders  have  been  carried  into 

feme 
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feme  effedt ;  the  general  ruin  which 
that  country  lias  undergone  from 
the  devastation  of  war,  Will  keep 
your  affairs  in  that  quarter  a  long¬ 
time  in  diflrefs  Y  It  was  well  known, 
that  the  revenues  of  Bengal  were  the 
means,  upon  which  the  other  prefi- 
dencies  were  obliged  to  lean  for 
fupport,  and  conftituted  the  only 
fburce  from  which  the  Eaft  India 
company  expedited  to  relieve  her 
embar'raflmeiits.  Upon  this  fu li¬ 
fe  c!  Mr.  Francis  reminded  the  houfe 
of  the  ffatement  he  had  made  in 
the  preceding  felffon,  when  he  con¬ 
victed  the  directors  of  an  error  of 
more  than  3,ooo,ocoU  in  their  ac¬ 
count  of  the  revenues  of  one  year. 
He  animadverted  upon  the  retrench¬ 
ments  of  which  Mr,  Pitt  had  boaff- 
ed,  and  again  ill  tiff  rated  thefe  from 
another  part  of  the  letter  of  Mr. 
Maepherfon.  44  The  great  and 
nioft  important  work  of  a  reform 
in  the-  expellees  of  this  government, 
which  was  refoived  upon,  and  in 
fome  degree  begun,  before  the  de- 
panure  of  Mr.  Haffings,  has  been 
carried  through  under  every  influ¬ 
ence  that  I  could  exert,  and  every 
effort  of  the  abilities  of  the  prefent 
adminiftratioii.  I  muff  at  the  fame 
time  regret,  that  the  progrefs  made 
in  this  laiutary  meafure  is  not 
equal  to  my  wifties,  and  has  not  in 
any  very  alleviating  degree  relieved 
your  diffreffes  Y  In  relation  to 

the  fame  fubjeCt  Mr.  Francis  moved 
for,  and  obtained,  on  the  feventh  of 
February,  certain  papers  calculated 
to  iliuffrate  the  revenues  of  India* 
The  ballot  for  the  members,  who 
Were  to  compofe  the  court  of  judi¬ 
cature  for  the  trial  of  Eaff  Indian 
delinquents,  which*  in  purfuance 
of  the  regulating  aCl  of  1^84,  was 
to  take  place  within  thirty  days  af¬ 
ter  the  meeting  of  parliament,  wras 
fnade  in  both  hotifes  on  the  fifteenth 
i »f  February.  At  the  time  of  this 
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ballot,  jiffs  pf  the  names  of  perfona 
to  be  bailotted  for,  of  the  nature 
of  thofc  ufually  denominated  trea*4 
fury  lifts*  and  which 'are  conceived 
to  originate  with  adminiffration, 
were  delivered  by  the  door-keeper 
to  the  houfe  of  commons;  This 
mode  of  proceeding  was  treated  in 
terms  of  the  fevefeff  reprobation 
by  Mr;  Sheridan.  He  alluded  to 
tne  idea,  Which' had  been  fiiggeffed 
by  ad m ini ff ration,  when  the  bill 
had  been  under  difcuffion*  that  the 
court  of  judicature  fliould  be  cho- 
fen  with  perfect  impartiality,  and 
without  the  employment  of  any 
minifferial  influence.  On  the  con¬ 
trary,  government  appeared  deftr- 
ous  to  realize  the  predictions  of  op¬ 
position,  and  to  fhow  how  ffrongly 
the  new  mode  of  trial  was  contraft- 
ed  with  the  conffitutional  and  liberal 
mode  of  trial  byiiiry*  Mr.  Sheri¬ 
dan  added,  that,  if  Mr.  Pitt  would 
dare  to  rife  and  avow,  that  the  lifts 
were  prepared  by  his  order,  and 
delivered  by  his  authority,  ha 
would  pledge  himfelf  to  move  upon 
him  the  fevered  eenfure  of  that' 
houfe.  In  order  to  bring  home  a 
charge,  which  he  conceived  to  be 
in  fo  flagrant  a  degree  indecent  and 
fcan.dalous,  he  concluded  with  a 
motion,  which  was  feconded  by  Mr* 
Francis,  that  Mr*  Pea  Ton  the  door¬ 
keeper  be  now  called  in  and  ex¬ 
amined.  The  proceeding,  which 
was  complained  of  by  Mr.  Sheri¬ 
dan,  was  defended  by  Mr.  Pitt 
and  Mr,  Martin,  as  a  matter  per¬ 
fectly  innocent  ,  and  harralefs*  and 
they  reprefented  it  k's  an  infuit  to 
the  houlb  of  commons  to  flip  pole, 
that  the'  delivery  of  fuch  lifls  could 
have  the  frnalle.ft  influence  in  in¬ 
ducing  any  of  its  members  to  ad¬ 
opt  the  names'  it  contained.  The 
motion  was.  rejected  upon  *1  divifionj 
ayes,  38,  nocs,'  138. 

On  the  feventh  of  March  a  mo- 
I  2  vptk 
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tion  was  made  by  Mr.  Francis,  and 
feconded  by  Mr.  Windham,  Ur 
leave  to  bring  in  a  b  1 1  to  explain 
and  amend  the  aCt  of  the  year  >  7 8 4  , 
fq'r  the  regulation  of  the  affairs  of 
the  Baft  India  company.  Mr. 
Ti*ancis  embraced  this  occafion  of 
entering  into  an  deamination  of  that 
bin,  and  pointing  out  in  the  tulle  ft 
manner,  what  appeared  to  him  to 
con fb.it Lite  its  impolitic  and  uncon* 
ftitutional  nature.  He  alluded  to 
the  petitions,  which  were  laid  to 
be  upon  their  way  from  India, 
again  11:  Mr.  Pitt’s  aCt,  He  might 
be  lufbected  on  one  tide  of  a  bale 
intention  to  avail  himfelf  of  the 
prefent  temper  of  the  parties  for 
feme  mile  hi  evens  pur  pole  ;  and  on 
the  other  he  might  be  charged  with 
acting  precipitately  and  unfairly  to 
the  petitioners  themfelves  in  not 
Waiting  for  their  petition.  To  the 
laid  of  thefe  imputath  ri$  he  an¬ 
swered,  that,  though  he  aCied  in¬ 
dependently  of  the  petitioners,  he 
was  as  much  in  ear, nett  as  they 
could  be,  to  promote  the  object  they 
fought ;  that  what  he  did  could  not 
injure,  and  might  aftift  them  ;  and 
that  the  method  he  took  to  accom¬ 
plish  his  object  was  moft  honourable 
to  parliament,  and  "mo ft  confident 
with  i‘s  dignity.  With  refpeCt  to 
the  former  he  obferved,  that  his 
fentiments  upon  the  fubjeCt  had  al¬ 
ways  been  known,  and  had  always 
been  the  fame,  perhaps,  upon  his 
principles  he  might  have  been  drift- 
ly .bound,  to  have  moved  for  an  al¬ 
teration  of  this  law  during  the 
courfe  of  the  laft  leffion  ;  but  he 
had  his  reafons  for  not  adopting 
that  proceeding.  The  attention  of 
the  houfe  was  wholly  engaged  in 
the  commercial  arrangement  with 
Ireland.  The  molt  exceptionable 
parts  of  the  India  bill  were  not  to 
begin  to  operate  till  a  year,  or  two 


afterwards.  But  his  principal  con- 
fideration  had  been,  that  he  wi  filed 
to  give  time  for  the  fenfe  of  the 
houfe  to  cool  upon  its  own  aid, 
and  for  the  general  judgment  of 
the  nation  to  be  collected  on  the 
merits  of  the  meafure. 

The  law  pbvioufly  divided  itfelf 
into  three  departments  ;  fir  ft,  the 
arrangement  made  for  the  diftribu- 
tion  and  eftablifhment  of  power  at 
home  ;  fecondly,  the  arrangements 
made  for  the  government  of  the 
company’s  affairs  abroad  ;  and  fi¬ 
nally  the  inftitution  of  a  ipecial  in* 
quilition,  and  a  new  judicature  in. 
England,  For  the  difeovery  and  trial 
of  offencys  committed  in  India. 
Under  the  fir  ft  head  Mr.  Francis 
obferved,  that  the  conftant  and  no¬ 
torious  complaint  had  been,  that  the 
power  of  the  court  of  directors 
ivas  defective  and  infufficient  to 
enforce  obedience  upon  their  fer- 
vants  abroad,  or  to  punifli  their 
difobedience.  In  order  therefore 
to  create  a  firong  government,  Mr. 
Pitt’s  aft  had  divided  the  fupreme 
power  between  two  boards  ;  bad 
placed  the  nominal  power  in  one  fet 
of  men,  and  the  real  power  in  an¬ 
other,  and  had  obliged  the  directors 
to  affix  their  fignatures  to  letters 
arid  InfiruCtions,  drawn  up  in  noto¬ 
rious  contradiction  to  their  declared 
fentiments.  A  more  effectual  con¬ 
trivance  to  excite  and  irritate  a  fpi- 
rit  of  difobedience  could  hardly 
have  been  imagined.  Mr.  Francis 
was  not  reatoning  upon  imaginary 
cafes.  The  law  had  eftablifhed 
two  jurifdiCtions  over  the  fame  ob- 
jeCt.  They  had  already  cl  afire  d 
in  one  very  important  inftance, 
and  he  had  reafon  to  believe  that 
they  continued  to  do  fo  in  many 
others.  The  very  moment  the  di¬ 
rectors  began  to  act,  the  board  of 
control  began  to  counteract ;  and 

th« 


F  O  RMS  I  G  N 

the  dlrefrors  in  the  end  were 
obliged  to  'fign  ordefs,  againft  which 
they  had  previouily  proteftcd. 

Mr.  Francis  ft  ro  ugly  condemned 
the  power,  which,  by  a  fictitious 
vote  and  a  catling  voice,  govern¬ 
ment  had  thrown  into  the  hands1 
of  the  governor-general ;  and  ob- 
ferved,  that  by  this  method  they  had 
fecretly  placed  an  influence  in  the 
hands  of  the  prefldent  of  Bengal, 
which  they  had  been  afhamed  to  at¬ 
tribute  to  him  openly.  He  employed 
many  arguments  to  prove,  that  the 
predominant  power  in  India  was 
much  lefs  judicioufiy  placed  in  the 
hands  of  a  Angle  per  ion,  than  in 
thofe  of  a  council.  The  fact  was, 
that  under  the  former  fpecies  of  go¬ 
vernment  all  thofe  principles,  which 
the  prefer. t  law  condemned  and  pro¬ 
hibited,  were  brought  into  action, 
and  all  thofe  effects  were  produced, 
which  the  prefen t  law  profeffed  to 
look  back  upon  with  indignation  ; 
which  it  threatened  to  punifli,  or 
promifed  to  correff.  Mr.  Francis 
deferibed  the  government  of  Ben- 
gal  as  being  of  a  very  peculiar  na¬ 
ture.  A  governor-general  under- 
flood  nothing  of  his  iituation,  if  he 
thought,  that  any  power  direflly 
veiled  in  his  hands,  would  carry 
half  the  authority  with  it,  that 
would  accompany  the  united  a£ts 
of  a  governor  and  council.  If  he 
trufled  to  his  own  excluilve  judg¬ 
ment,  he  would  find  himfelf  fur- 
rounded  by  fome  of  the  mod  artful 
men  that  exifted,  by  natives,  who, 
without  our  general  knowledge, 
were' infinitely  fagacious,  who  ob- 
ferved  us  attentively  and  underilood 
us  perfectly,  and  by  feme  Euro¬ 
peans',  who,  in  "every  thing  but 
their  fiabit  and  complex’ on,  were 
perfect  Afiatics.  '  No  fingle,  unaf- 
fifted  Englifh  iudgment  was  a  match 
for  fuch  men,  and  for  fitch  peculiar 
faculties,  as  would  collect  about  him 
from  the  moment  of  hjs  arrival. 


HIST  O  R  Y* 

oV  of 

If  he  rened  on  his  exclufive  power-t 
for  want  of  clear  and  accurate  know- 
ledge,  he  would  rarely  venture  to 
exert  it.  Every  man  who  ap¬ 
proached  him  would  tell  him  a  ditV 
fefent  ftorv,  or  give  him  a  different 
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opinion.  He  would  often  doubt, 
and  no  vigorous  determination  could 
exift  in  a  good  mind  that  was  not 
preceded  by  con  vied  ion.  Even 
when  he  exerted  his  power,  it  would 
be  feeble  and  ineffectual  again  ft  the 
univerfal  combination  and  clamour 
of  all  ranks  and  intereffs,  that  would 
be  formed  to  counterfeit  him  irt 
every  meafure,  that  tended  to  cor¬ 
rect  abufes,  or  reduce  exorbitant 
emoluments.  In  a  great  commu¬ 
nity  the  reformer  had  the  voice  and 
approbation  of  the  majority  to  en¬ 
courage  him  ;  but  in  a  very  narrow- 
circle  he  would  have  no  part  of  the 
fociety  in  which  he  lived  to  fupport 
him  againll  the  reft.  They  would 
make  a  common  caufe  againft  him, 
and,  {boner  or  later,  would  over¬ 
come  his  refolution,  or  break  his 
heart.  Mr  Francis  alluded  to  the 
government  in  which  he  had  been 
concerned,  and  remarked,  that  if 
the  perfonal  chara&er,  the  political 
views,  and  public  principles  of  Mr, 
Raftings  and  Mr.  Bar  Wei  had  been 
fuch,  as  to  have  induced  the  mino¬ 
rity  to  give  them  a  iteady  and  vi¬ 
gorous  fupport,  the  government 
would  have  carried  along  with  it 
an  opinion,  a.  dignity,  an  autho¬ 
rity  and  a  fway,  which  no  faction, 
could  have  re  lifted  and  no  Combi¬ 
nation  could  have  withftood. 

Upon  the  fubjeflof  the  third  di- 
vifion  of  Mr.  Pitt’s  ah!,  Mr,  Francis 
was  more  animated,  and  warm*  In 
the  inftiuition  of  fo  arbitrary  a 
mode  of  pdffulng  d''elinq'ifency,  the 
inftant  fullering  indeed  belonged  to 
the  fervants*  of  the  company  in, 
India  :  the:  C'ohiEquCnc4  and1  'the 
danger  were  our  own.  A  capital 
innovation  was  made  in  the  crimi- 
I  3  ml 
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rial  jurifprudence  of  England.  New 
principles  were  introduced,  not 
only  into  the  fyflem  of  our  laws, 
but  into  the  manners  of  our  people. 
A  new  tribunal  was  eredled  for  the 
trial  of  misdemeanours  committed  in 
India,  and  armed  and  accompanied 
with  powers  unheard  of  in  this 
country.  The  ancient  eftablifhed 
mode  of  trial  by  a  jury  and  by  the 
country,  was  renounced  as  imper- 
fed  and  inadequate ;  a  new  and 
arbitrary  fyftem  of  enquiry  and  trial 
%vas  eftahliftied  in  the  room  of  it ; 
and  all  this  was  done  for  .reafons 
jmd  pretences,  equally  applicable 
to  any  other  fort  of  crime,  and  any 
<pther  fpecies  of  offender,  Coji- 
fidered  as  a  precedent,  it  held  out  a 
general  menace  to  the  whole  king¬ 
dom  ;  it  operated  diredly  upon  a 
few,  but  it  threatened  us  all. 
Upon  this  head  Mr.  Francis  partis 
Cularly  infilled  upon  a  paftage  in 
the  king’s  fpeech  of  May  1784, 
which  was  intended  to  have  a  re- 
trofpedt  to  Mr,  Fox’s  bill,  to  which 
ft  did  not  apply,  and  which  was  for- 
getten  when  they  came  to  agitate 
Mr.  .Pitt’s  bill,  of  the  fpirit  of 
which  it  had  been  prophetic.  u  The 
affairs  of  the  Eaft  India  company 
form  an  objedt  of  deliberation  deep¬ 
ly  connected  with  the  general  in? 
ierefts  of  the  country.  While  you 
feel  a  juft  anxiety  to  provide  for 
the  good  government  of  our  pof- 
feffions  in  that  part  of  the  world, 
you  wilh  I  trull,  never  lofe  light  of 
£he  eftedt,  which  any  meafure  to  be 
adopted.for  that  purpofe,  ijlay  have 
on  our  own  conftitution  and  our 
deareft  interefts  at  home.” 

Mr.  Francis  examined  diftindtly 
the  different  modes  that  were  em¬ 
ployed  by  the  adt,  for  making  an 
inquilifion  into  crimes,  The  firft 
Was  th^t,  which  obliged  every  man 
to  give  in  upon  oath  an  account  of 
his  fortune.  Mr.  Francis  examined 
this  jprqviftopj  a$  ft  y/ould  operate 


upon  the  innocent  and  upon  thf 
guiity.  From  thofe  who  were  in* 
nocent  no  confeffion  could  be  ex¬ 
torted  ;  but  he  denied,  that  it  was 
in  no  cafe  a  hardfliip  and  an  injuf-. 
tice  to  an  honeft  man,  to  oblige 
him  to  declare  publicly  the  exadt 
amount  of  his  property.  It  might 
even  happen,  that  the  adt  might 
be  oppreffive  in  proportion  to  the 
innocence  of  the  party.  For,  though 
his  poverty  might  prove  his  inno? 
cence,  it  might  ealily  happen,  that 
a  man  might  wifh  to  have  his  inno? 
cence  proved  by  any  other  kind  of 
evidence.  We  did  not  live  in  times 
in  which  poverty  was  refpedtable.? 
Mr.  Francis  feared,  that  thecontrary 
was  true,  and  that  thariaw,  which 
compelled  an  honeft  man  to  dis¬ 
cover  the  narrownefs  of  his  circum? 
fiances,  whatever  it  might  intend, 
would  in  effedl  only  ferve  to  fling 
dilgrace  upon  ill  fortune,  and  tet 
make  an  honourable  poverty  ridi¬ 
culous.  With  refpedl  to  the  guilty 
the  only  tendency  of  the  law  was 
to  invite  him  to  add  one  crime  tq 
another ;  and,  if  he  were  already 
guilty  of  extortion,  oppreftion  and 
crucify,  to  endeavour  to  cover  it 
by  perjury.  The  law  fliould  be. 
tender  of  creating  fuch  dilemmas. 
It  was  an  invitation  to  faifhood, 
becaufe  it  annexed  the  expedition 
of  impunity  for  one  offence  to  the 
com  million  of  auother. 

In  the  next  place  the  law,  in  cafe 
of  any  complaint  made  to  the  court 
of  exchequer,  proceeded  to  fubjedt 
the  party  to  anfwer  interrogatories 
upon  oath,  at  the  diferetion  of  the 
courts  It  fuppofed  the  party  to 
have  been  guifty  of  perjury  in  the 
firft  inft  ance,  and  it  called  upon  him 
either  to  convidf  hi  ml  elf  of  that 
crime,  or  to  cover  it  by  a  ferics  of 
new  perjuries  in  his  anfwers  to  the 
interrogatories.  In  both  inftances 
it  revived  a  mode  of  inquifition  and 
convidUonj,  which  the  conftitution 
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of  this  country  held  in  abhorrence, 
and  which  our  ancedors  vainly 
imagined  they  had  extirpated  for 
ever,  when  they  abolifhed  the  dar- 
chamber.  The  law,  having  thus 
exerted  its  utmoft  power  to  extort 
a  difcovery  by  the  confeffion  of  the 
guilty,  proceeded  to  fupply  the  de¬ 
feats  of  that  mode  by  Another  courfe, 
which  promifed  indeed  greater  fuc- 
cefs,  but  which  in  Mr.  Francis’s 
judgment  was  dill  more  detcdable, 
becaufe  it.  held  out  rewards  to  trea¬ 
chery  and  bafenefs,  and  tended  to 
corrupt  and  dedroy  the  little  mo¬ 
rality  we  had  left  in  private  life. 
The  law  formally  acknowledged 
the  office  of  a  fpy  and  informer, 
and  rewarded  him  with  a  fhare  in 
the  forfeiture.  Its  temptations  were 
held  out  to  perfons  whom  you  might 
have  particularly  t ruffed,  your 
agent,  your  fecretary,  your  ban¬ 
ker,  or  your  friend.  Who  could 
tell  but  the  invitation  might  feduce 
a  fon  to  betray  his  father,  a  bro¬ 
ther  to  betray  his  brother,  or,  which 
was  word;  of  ail,  a  perfon  whom 
you  had  effentially  ferved  to  betray 
his  benefaftor  ?  The  very  money 
you  had  lent  him,  if  you  had 
omitted  it  in  your  account,  would 
be  the  indrument  of  his  nefarious 
purpofe.  Mr.  Francis  appealed  to 
every  thing  that  was  honourable 
and  virtuous  m  that  horde ;  Was 
there  an  object  of  penal  judice 
again d  any  particular  fee  of  men, 
adequate  to  the  price  they  rnud  pay 
for  it,  if  they  fullered  fuch  prin¬ 
ciples  as  thefe  to  be  introduced,  not 
only  into  the  laws  of  the  kingdom, 
but  into  the  manners  of  the  people  ? 

Mr.  Francis  affected  the  ind’itu- 
tion  of  the  new  judicature  to  be 
totally  unneced’ary.  A  Special  jury 
of  Engiifti  gentlemen,  was  juft  as 
i  kelv  to  be  qualified  for  this  or  any 
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otherjudici.il  offee,  as  ten  members 
of  the  lords  and  commons  taken  at 


a  venture,  The  tribunal  abandon¬ 
ed  the  wife  and  ancient  reparation 
of  the  verdidf  from  the  judgment* 
and  united  in  the  fame  perfons  the 
verdiid,  the  explanation  of  the.  law, 
and  the  fentence.  As,  according 
to  this  fydeno,  feven  members  con- 
dituted  a  court,'  one  lord  and  three 
judges  might  find  the  faffs,  and  on 
the  other  hand  four  commoners 
might  determine  the  law  againd  the 
opinion  of  the  three  judges.  Mr, 
Francis  ob ferved,  that,  generally 
fpeaking,  his  prefent  purpofe  was 
not  fo  much  to  inditute  as  to  cor-- 
reft.  He  meant  to  take  away  a  great 
deal,  and  not  to  enadl  much  in  the 
place  of  it.  In  other  cireumdances 
he  diould  have  thought  himfelf 
bound  to  attempt  more  than  this. 
If  he  had  been  united  in  view's  and 
fentiments  with  the  adding  adminii- 
tration,  he  fhould  have  extended 
his  thoughts  to  a  comprehenfive 
podtive  inditution  for  the  better 
government  of  India.  Standing-  as 
he  did,  he  mud  take  care  not  to  aim. 
at  any  thiag  but  what  might  be 
really  attainable,  and  that,  while  he 
was  endeavouring  to  do  good,  he 
might  be  lure  of  doing  no  mifehief. 
His  purpofe  was  to  extirpate  out  of 
Mr.  Pitt’s  bill  the  principal  evils, 
to  revert  to  that,  which,  if  not 
pcrfelT  irt  itfeif,  had  not  been  im¬ 
proved  by  innovation-  to  drengthen 
what  was  good,  if  it  were  feeble  ; 
and  not  to  enaff  much  by  pod  rive 
inditution.  He  would  rebuild  the 
houfe  he  lived  in  from  the  founda¬ 
tion  if  he  could;  but  lince  that 
was  not  in  his  power*  he  would  en*> 
deavour  to  repair  it. 

Mr.  Dundas  replied  to  Mr.  Fran- 
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cis.  He  employe®  fome  arguments 
in  defence  of  the  board  of  control  * 
and,  for  the  neeeiTitv  of  increafiiig- 
the  power  or  the  govei  hor-general* 
he  appealed  to  the  opinion  of  lord 
Macartney,  who  had  declared,  tlun 
I  4  '  aohe 
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none  but  a  madman  would  have  ferving  in  India,  eftablifhed  by  the 
tonfcnted  to  accept  the  government,  adl  of  1784,  might  be  repealed,  at 
while  it  remained  upon  its  former  the  fame  time  that  they  pronounced 
footing.  Mr.  Dundas  endeavoured  a  high  eujogium  upon  the  judicious 


to  fhew  the  neceffity  of  inftitutmg 
the  new  court  of  judicature,  from 
the  voluminoufnefs  of  the  evidence 
5n  the  cafes  of  fir  Thomas  Rum- 
bold  and  Mr.  HaOings,  which  was 
fuch  as  to  make  it  impracticable 
for  it  to  be  gone  through  by  a 
common  jury,  without  totally 
changing  its  ftrudl.ure,  Mr.  Dundas 
retorted  the  argument  of  Mr. 
Trancls,  and  endeavoured  to  fnow, 
that  the  introduction  of  thole  new 
rules  of  evidence,  which  it  was 
■found  expedient  to  adopt  refpeCling 
crimes  committed  in  India,  would 
create  dangerous  and  improper  ha- 
bifs  in  the  minds  of  the  juries  of 
this  country,  would  render  the 
known  rules  of  evidence  fluctuating 
nnd  liable  to  change,  and  would 
Incline  the  jurymen  to  receive  limi- 
lar  impreffions  from  fimilar  docu¬ 
ments,  where  by  the  principles  of 
jEnglifh  jufifprudence  they  were 
inadmiifble.  The  hardfhip  of  the 
dilemma,  which  Mr.  Francis  had 
mentioned,  and  which  fubjeCted 
delinquents  to  the  temptation  of 
perjury,  would  be  forefeen  by  them 
.in  the  firfl  inflance,  and  would  have 
a  flrong  tendency  to  ftrengthen  their 
confciences,  and  to  reftrain  them 
from  the  commiffion  of  crimes, 
The  compelling  men  to  an  Dyer  in¬ 
terrogatories,  when  their  anfwers 
might  tend  to  impeach  themfelves, 
was  no  unufual  hardfhip.  Such 
was  the  cafe  of  bankrupts,  who 
were  bound  t<*  anfwer,  though  in 
matters  that  might  affeCt  their  li  ves, 
fuch  interrogatories  refpeCling  their 
effects,  as  might  be  put  to  them  by 
thofe  intruded  with  their  affairs. 
Major  Scott  and  Mr.  Vanilttart 
expreffed  their  delire,  that  the  inqui- 
fitiou  ifito  fqe  property  of  perfons 


flruCture  of  the  court  of  judicature. 
The  previous  queftion  was  put  by 
Mr.  Dundas  upon  the  motion  of 
Mr.  Francis,  to  make  way  for  a 
motion  he  fliould  fhortlv  iubmit  to  - 
the  houfe,  for  leave  to  bring  in  a 
bill  to  amend  and  improve  in  cer¬ 
tain  refpeCts  the  regulating  aCt  of 
1784;  and  was  carried  without  a 
divifion. 

O11  the  fixteenth  of  March  Mr. 
Dundas  took,  occahon  to  fuggdd  to 
the  houle  the  principal  heads  of  the 
alterations  he  deli  red  to  introduce 
in  the  government  of  India.  With 
refpeCt  to  the  power  of  the  gover¬ 
nor  general,  he  fliould  offer  to  their 
conhdcration  an  amendment,  direCt- 
ly  the  reverie  of  that  which  had 
been  pleaded  for  by  Mr.  Francis; 
and,  inftead  of  dim  ini  fifing  his  pow¬ 
er,  he  ffould  bellow  upon  him  the 
privilege  in  certain  cafes  of  deciding 
in  oppofition  to  the  lenfe  of  his  ^ 
council  ;  at  the  fame  time  obliging  ' 
him  to  make  oath,  that  he  was  con¬ 
vinced  that  fuch  deviation  from 
their  opinion  was  indifpenlibly  ne* 
ceffary.  He  fliould  further  em¬ 
power  the  governor  -  general  to 
nominate  a  fucceilbr  upon  the  death 
of  any  member  of  his  council, 
inflead  of  permitting  the  old  eft  in 
fucceffion  to  rife  as  a  matter  of 
courfe.  The  principle  of  fenioritv, 
in  the  extent  to  which  it  was  efta* 
bli fired  by  the  aCt  of  1784,  was 
pregnant  with  various  inconveni- 
encics,  and  therefore  Mr.  Dunda? 
fliould  propofe,  that  the  different 
heads. of  fervice  in  India  fliould  be 
diftributed  into  claffes,  and  that  the 
fervants  fliould  rife  by  gradation, 
only  in  thofe  claffes,  for  which  by 
their  preceding  habits  they  were 
particularly  forced.  He  propolecj 
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for  the  future,  to  veft  the  offices  of 
commander  in  chief  and  governor- 
general  in  the  fame  perfon,  and  he 
nominated  earl  Cornwallis  to  fill 
this  important  com  million.  He 
intended  alfo  by  his  bill,  no  longer 
to  make  the  difclofure  of  the  for¬ 
tunes  of  perfons  ferving  in  India 
open  to  public  mlpeblion,  but  to 
place  it  finglv  within  the  infpedlion 
of  the  board  of  control.  Mr. 
Dundas  fuggefted  various  altera¬ 
tions  of  inferior  importance;  and  his 
motion  for  leave  to  brintr  in  the  bill 

O 

was  feeonded  by  Mr.  Pitt. 

Upon  the  quefiion  for  the  fpea- 
ker’s  leaving  the  chair,  in  order  to 
the  going  into  a  committee  on  Mr, 
Dundas’s  bill,  Mr.  Francis  llrenu- 
oullv  oppofed  all  farther  proceed¬ 
ings.  He  had  lately  delivered  bis 
fentiments  at  large  upon  the  acf  of 
1784;  but  with  all  its  abfurdities 
he  thought  that  abt  far  lei's  excep¬ 
tionable,  than  the  meafure  now  un¬ 
der  confide  ration.  He  predibfied 
the  moil  fatal  confequences  from 
the  arbitrary  power  which  was  to 
be  given  to  the  governor-general, 
and  he  reprobated  in  the  ilrongeft 
terms  the  union  of  the  offices  of 
commander  in  chief  and  governor- 
general  in  the  fame  perfon.  He 
animadverted  upon  what  Mr.  Dun- 
das  had  faid  in  relation  to  the  opi¬ 
nion  of  lord  Macartney.  The  pub¬ 
lic  judgment  on  the  propriety  of 
that  nobleman’s  refuting  the  go- 
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vernment  of  Bengal,  rauft  remain 
in  fufpence,  till  he  iliould  think  it 
right  to  affign  his  real'ons.  They 
might  be,  that  he  thought  the  date 
of  affairs  deiperate  ;  they  might 
be,  that  he  objected  to  the  perfons 
who  compofed  the  exi  fling;  coun¬ 
cil  ;  they  could  not  arife  from  the 
want  of  power  attributed  to  that 
office,  fince  the  minifters,  who 
were  fo  loud  in  their  applauie, 
would  not  certainly  have  refuted  tQ 
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lord  Macartney,  what 'they  fo  li¬ 
berally  conceded  to  earl  Cornwallis. 
Mr.  Francis  objebted  to  the  idea  of 
placing  the  inventories  of  property 
ainong  the  fecret  papers  ot  the 
board  of  control,  fince  an  end 
would  thus  be  put  to  the  idea  of 
popular  proiecution,  and  the  per¬ 
fons  returning  from  India  would  be 
exelu lively  placed  within  the  arbi¬ 
trary  difpofal  of  the  exifting  ad- 
minift  ration. 

Mr.  Burke  pronounced  an  elo¬ 
quent  invediive  againfi:  the  principle 
upon  which  Mr.  Dundas’s  fyffem 
Was  founded.  He  faid  that  no 
maxim  could  be  more  palpably  falfe, 
than  that  which  aferibed  energy, 
vigour  and  difpatch  to  a  defpotic 
government.  On  the  contrary  the 
conftant  features  of  arbitrary  power 
were  weaknefs,  debility  and  pro- 
crafiination.  He  appealed  to  the 
Turkifli  government  for  the  truth 
of  his  affection.  He  defired  to  know 
where  the  defpotic  government  had 
exiited,  of  which  dignity  and  force 
were  the  acknowledged  charable- 
riftics  ?  To  what  had  democracy 
in  all  ages  and  countries  owed  its 
triumphs,  but  to  the  opennefs,  the 
publicity  and  the  ffrength  of  its 
operations  ?  It  was  in  direbt  oppo- 
fition  to  all  theories  of  policy  and 
all  the  principles  of  human  nature, 
that  the  exertions  of  one  mind,  the 
moll  perfect  upon  earth,  fhould  be 
more  folid  and  vigorous,  thanthofe 
which  refulted  from  the  joint  ex¬ 
perience  and  wifdom  of  multitudes, 
combined  and  matured  for  that  pur- 
pofe.  Mr.  Burke  obferved,  that  it 
was  ufual  to  prelume  the  preamble 
to  every  bill  to  be  founded  in 
truth ;  but  the  preamble  to  the 
prefent  claufe,  which  laid  it  down 
a?  a  principle  that  arbitrary  power 
was  neceffary  to  give  vigour  and 
difpatch,  was  a  libel  on  the  liber¬ 
ties  of  the  people  of  England,  aiid 
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a  fatire  on  the  Britifh  conftitution. 
He  compared  the  prefen t  bill  with 
the  adt,  which  had  palled  that 
hcmfe  in  the  year  *784.  Had  ad- 
mirtid  ration  come  down  to  parlia¬ 
ment  at  once,  and  laid  boldly,  Our 
plan  is  defpotifm  and  arbitrary  go¬ 
vernment  ;  the  fenle  of  the  nation 
WOulcLhav-e  revolted  at  the  propolaL 
In  the  bill  of  .Mr.  Pitt  an  abortion 
of  tyranny,  like  an  imperfect  foetus 
in  a  bottle,  was  produced  and  hand¬ 
ed  about  as  a  fiiow  j  at  length 
however  the  charm  was  broke,  and 
in  the  bill  upon  the  table  they 
were  preiented  with  a  full  grown 
manlier  of  tyranny,  fhamejefs,  un¬ 
daunted  and^  i r re h liable.  The  whole 
bulinefs  of  the  India  reform  was  a 
molt  contemptible  refult  of  the 
time  and  trouble  it  had  coli  him 
and  other  members  of  that  houle, 
in  enquiries  into  the  abufes  of  the 
Ead,  and  in  preparing  numerous 
and  voluminous  reports  upon  the 
fubjedh 

Mr.  Burke  Paid,  that  it  had  julily 
been  ohferved,  that  the  claufe  in  the 
original ‘bill,  requiring  from  every 
individual  who  had  been  in  India 
an  account  of  his  fortune,  would  be 
fufficient  in  an  honed  and  indepen¬ 
dent  lioufe  of  commons,  to  have 
ruined1  the  whole.  In  what  man¬ 
ner  were  delinquencies  now  to  be 
detected  ?  it  was  taken  for  granted 
that  no  man  could  have  a  large 
fortune  by  honed  means  Mr. 
Burke  fuppofed  the  cafe  of  a  per- 
fon  in  high  trad,  who,  by  every 
fpecies  of  the  gr.  fled  peculation, 
Ihould accumulate  nor'mous  wealth, 
but  who  ar.  the  fame  time  Ihould 
wade  his  ill  go  ten  property  for  the  . 
mod  flagitious  purpofes;  and,  though 
guilty  of  ahnod  every  cii  i  e  that 
human  nature  could  perpetrate,  he 
might  be  a  poor  man  by  the  time 
he  came  Lome  What  then  w  s 
the  language  held  to  hint  by  this 


law  ?  u  It  was  not  an  objedf  worth,, 
while  to  profecute  his  delinquen¬ 
cies.”  The  law  was  a  literal  tran- 
feript  of  what  had  been  done  in 
India  during  the  adminidration  of 
Mr.  HaAings.  It  enquired  into  the 
fubdance  of  individuals,  and  where 
it  found  money  there  it  affixed 
guilt.  The  fecrecy,  that  was  now 
given  to  this  inquilition,  was  dill 
more  drongly  condemned  by  Mr. 
Burke,  Mr.  Dundas  was  eredlmg 
a  whifpering  gallery  for  the  bedrd 
of  control,  and,  armed  with  the  new 
powers  of  auricular  confeflion,  it 
would  prove  a  diredt  copy  of  the 
ear  of  Dionyiius. 

The  leaders  of  the  miniderial 
party  endeavoured  to  repel  the  charge 
of  defpotifm,  which  was  made 
againft  the  bill.  Mr.  Dundas  Paid, 
that,  before  gentlemen  fhowed  them- 
Pelves  fo  forward  in  edablifhinp-  a 
charge  of  this  fort,  it  behoved 
them  to  prove  that  arbitrary  go¬ 
vernment  depended  upon  the  cir- 
cumdance  of  placing  the  principal 
authority  in  the  hands  of  one, 
rather  than  in  thofe  of  two  or 
more  perfons.  For  himfelf,  while 
a  country  was  governed  by  known 
laws,  while  the  rights  and  fran- 
chifes  of  individuals  were  preferv- 
ed,  while  cafes  of  property  were 
tried  by  the  eflablifhed  judicature 
of  the  country,  and  while  the  free 
exercife  of  public  and  private  opi¬ 
nion  was  permitted,  he  had  ever 
imagined,  that  the  liberties  of  the^ 
people  were  as  perfectly  enjoyed, 
as  they  ever  had  been,  or  were 
ever  likely  to  be,  in  any  nation  of 
the  world.  Mr.  Pitt  preled  tipon- 
the  attention  of  the  houfe,  the  ad¬ 
ditional  degree  of  refpomihiiity, 
which,  by  the  new  power*  given  to 
the  governor-general,  was  attached 
upon  his  condudf,  Rdpondbility 
was  the  •  firffi  and  Pronged  feature 
of  liberty,  and  it  was  of  the  eflenee 
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©£  arbitrary  power,  that  it  fhould 
be  fubjefted  to  neither  account  nor 
control.  In  the  prefent  instance, 
the  whole  of  the  consultations  upon 
the  fubjeft  was  to  be  recorded  ; 
the  reafons  which  induced  the  go¬ 
vernor-general  to  differ  in  opinion 
from  his  council,  the  circum fiances 
by  which  the  neceffity  of  a  difcre- 
tionary  proceeding  wa$  conftituted, 
and  the  arguments  of  each  of  the 
diffenting  members  ;  who  were  re¬ 
quired  to  enter  a  proteft  in  juflifi- 
cation  of  their  perfevering  oppofi- 
tion.  Here  then  parliament  was 
prefented  with  the  moft  effectual 
means  of  refponfibility  that  human 
wifdom  had  yet  devifed,  or  that  the 
moft  wary  fufpicion  could  poffibly 
fuggeft. 

In  the  farther  progrefs  of  the 
committee,  it  was  moved  by  Mr. 
Sheridan,  as  it  had  been  by  Mr, 
Eden  in  the  cafe  of  the  regulating 
aft  of  1784,  that  the  bill  fhould  be 
divided  into  two  parts,  and  that  the 
proviftons,  relative  to  the  political 
government,  and  relative  to  the 
pro!ecutio,n  of  offences,  fhould  be 
feparately  brought  under  the  dif¬ 
euffion  of  parliament ;  and  in  this 
inflance  his  effort  was  fuccefsful. 
A  few  days  after  the  adoption  of 
this  proposal,  Mr.  Dundas  acquaint¬ 
ed  the  houfe,  that,  in  compliance 
yvith  the  fenriments  and  apprehen- 
fions  of  feveral  refpeftable  charac¬ 
ters,  he  was  deft  roils  of  altering  the 
plan  of  the  latter  of  tbefe  two 
bills,  from  the  ftate1  in  which  he 
bad  originally  prefented  it  to  the 
houfe,  and  to  give  up  wholly  and 
unrcfervedly  the  intended  difclofure 
pf  property.  In  confequence  of  this 
alteration  of  fyilem,  he  de  fired  leave 
entirely  to  withdraw  the  bill,  and  to 
prefent  it  anew  in  an  improved 
form.  The  bill  relative  to  delin¬ 
quencies,  varied  in  another  parti¬ 
cular  from  the  regulating  aft  of 
1784,  and  permitted  an  appeal  from 
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the  new  court  of  judicature  to  the 
court  of  king’s  bench,  and  to  the 
houfe  of  lords.  It  alio  introduced 
fome  change  in  the  proceedings  in 
relation  to  the  ballot  in  the  two 
houfes  of  parliament,  which  was  in¬ 
tended  to  facilitate  that  part  of  the 
proceeding.  In  the  laft  ftage  of  the 
bill  explaining  and  amending  the 
mode  of  government  for  India,  Mr. 
Dempflej'  propofed  a  claufe,  in  imi¬ 
tation  of  Mr.  Fox’s  India  bill,  limit¬ 
ing  the  duration  of  the  aft  to  the 
term  of  five  years ;  but  the  fuggeftion 
was  rejefted  upon  a  divifion. 

In  the  houfe  of  lords,  both  thefe 
bills  underwent  a  considerable  de¬ 
gree  of  difeuffion.  There  was  a 
claufe  in  the  former,  which  in  its 
operation  tended  to  deprive  gene* 
ral  Sloper,  who  had  been  fent  out 
commander  in  chief  in  India  in 
the  year  1784,  of  his  feat  as  a 
member  of  the  fupreme  council 
and  of  confequence,  exclusively  of 
the  diminution  of  rank  and  import¬ 
ance,  to  reduce  his  emoluments 
from  fixteen  thoufand,  to  fix  thou- 
fand  pounds  per  annum.  This  cir- 
cumftance  excited  much  difeuffion  in 
both  houfes  of  parliament.  It  was 
complained  of  by  Mr.  Sloper,  brother 
to  the  general,  and  member  for  St. 
Alban’s,  who  moved  an  amendment, 
limiting  the  operation  of  the  claufe  to 
future  appointments  ;  and  it  was  oh* 
ferved  upon  by  Mr.  Fox  and  others, 
as  very  extraordinary,  that  this  mark 
of  indignity  fhould  be  fixed  upon 
general  Sloper,  who  had  not  yet 
had  time  to  do  any  thing  by  which 
he  could  deferve  the  ftigma.  It 
was  an  indirect  and  an  in  (id  ions  way 
oi  compelling  him  to  resignation  ; 
and  on  that  account,  was  entitled 
to  a  ftrenuous  opposition.  The  dif¬ 
euffion  called  out  an  eulogium  upon 
this  ofiicer  from  both  lines  of  the 
houfe  ;  and  adminiftration  warmly 
difclaimed  the -idea  of  the  meafline, 
having  been  diftated  by  any  kind  ot 
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per  tonality.  On  the  other  hand,  earl 
Filzwiiliam,  and  lord  vifcount  Stor- 
mont,  ftrongly  infinuated  in  the  houfe 
of  lords,  that  the  fadt  originated  in 
fome  fecret  motives,  and  that  it  was 
occasioned  by  the  disappointment  of  a 
candidate  wno  had  entered  the  lifts 
with  gen.  Slope  r,  By  thel'e  noblemen, 
and  by  the  earl  of  Carlille  and  lord 
Loughborough,  the  bill  was  alfo 
generally  oppofed,  while  the  re£h* 
tude  of  the  meafure  was  vindicated 
by  lord  Walfingham,  the  earl  of 
Abingdon,  and  lord  Thurlow. 
Upon  the  bill  for  the  puniftiment  of 
offences,  an  amendment  was  moved 
by  the  earl  of  Carlille,  the  tenden¬ 
cy  of  which  was,  to  repeal  the  in- 
flitution  of  the  new  court  of  judica¬ 
ture,  along  with  the  repeal,  which 
government  had  thought  fit  to  adopt, 
of  the  inquisition  into  delinquencies. 
The  amendment  was  ftrongly  fup* 
ported  by  lord  Loughborough  and 
vifcount  Stormont;  and  oppofed  by 
the  marquis  of  Carmarthen  and 
lord  Camden,  who  declared  himielf 
particularly  pleafed  with  that  pro- 
yifion  of  the  adt  of  1784,  by  which 
the  offices  of  judge  and  jury  were  fo 
happily  blended,  and  by  which  the 
judges  were  called,  as  they  had 
never  been  before,  to  concur  in  a 
general  decifton.  The  houfe  divided 
upon  the  amendment,  contents  9, 
non-contents  39,  N 

During  the  pendency  of  thefe 
bills,  and  in  the  beginning  of  May, 
a  bill  was  introduced  into  parliament 
by  Mr.  Dundas,  and  pafted  both 
houfes  with  great  rapidity,  the  de¬ 
sign,  of  which  was,  to  obviate  a  doubt 
*  which  had  ariftn  in  India,  whether 
the  king’s  fign-manual  was  not  ne¬ 
ceftary  to  be  fuhfcribed  to  every 
commimpp,  appointing  a  governor- 
general  or  commander  in  chief,  in 
India,  and  declaring  the  validity  of 
fuch  coiftnftiftons,  as  that  of  lord 
Macartney  and  carl  Cornwallis, 
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neither  of  which  had  been  attended 
with  this  formality. 

On  the  ninth  of  June,  the  houfe 
of  commons  proceeded  to  take  into 
their  conftderati.011  a  petition,  which 
had  been  prefented  on  the  part  of 
the  court  of  directors  of  the  Ball 
India  company,  Hating  certain 
emergencies  ariftng  from  the  pecu» 
liar  fttuation  of  their  commercial 
concerns,  and  praying  for  parlia¬ 
mentary  relief.  An  explanation  of 
the  nature  of  the  cafe  was  given  by 
Mr.  Pitt.  He  obferved,  that  the 
eftimate,  which  Itad  formerly  been 
delivered  in  by  the  company,  was 
found  by  experience  to  fall  confider- 
ably  fhort  of  the  amount  neceftary 
for  carrying  on  their  trade.  This 
did  not  arife  from  any  want  of  accu¬ 
racy  in  forming  that  eftimate,  but 
from  a  material  alteration  in  the 
circiim  fiances  of  the  company, 
which  had  ftnee  taken  place  ;  but 
which  at  that  time,  could  not  have 
been  forefeet!.  The  increafe  of  the 
company’s  Tales  of  tea  was,  from 
about  fix  million  pounds  annually, 
its  former  amount,  to  fourteen  mil¬ 
lion  pounds,  be  fide  an  increafe  upon 
fome  other  articles  in  which  they 
dealt  ;  and  it  was  obvious  to  every' 
one  who  conlidered  the  fubjedT, 
that,  in  proportion  to  an  increafe  of 
trade,  an  increafe  of  capital  became 
indifpenfably  neceftary.  The  com¬ 
mutation  aft,  to  which  the  prefent 
prosperity  -  of  the  company  was 
chieflv  to  be  afenbed,  had  indeed 
in  fome  degree  fcreftalled  this  if e - 
cemty.  But  certain  heavy  expellees 
under  which  the  company 
recently  laboured,  and  the  extraor¬ 
dinary  charges  attending  -the  wind* 
ing  up  of  the  expenditure  of  the 
war,  created  a  temporary  difficulty, 
for  the  relief  of  which  the  affiftance 
of  parliament  was  now  demanded, 
’rhexompany  did  not  come  to  the 
legislature  to  afe  a  loan  ef  the  public 
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fnemey*  but  merely  to  obtain  leave 
to  make  ufe  of  their  own  credit  for 
that  pur  pole,  from  whiqb,  by  the 
provisions  of  cxifting  laws,  they 
were  at  prelent  retrained.  Mr. 
Pit t  hated  2,coo,oocl.  as  a  fum,  the 
immediate  application  of  which  he 
conceived  would  be  adequate  to 
their  relief ;  and  he  explained  the 
mode,  by  which  the  money  was  pro¬ 
pelled  to  be  railed,  to  be,  hr  ft,  by 
taking  in  fubferiptions,  at  the  pre- 
fent  market  price  of.Eaft  India  hock 
to  the  amount  of  8oo,oool.  in  ad¬ 
dition  to  their  prefent  capital.  This 
at  160  per  cent,  would  produce 
about  ?,  200,000!.  He  alfo  farther 
propofed  to  permit  them  to  fell  that 
part  of  an  annuity,  which  was  pay¬ 
able  to  them  out  of  the  exchequer, 
and  which  conftituted  the  intereft  of 
a  certain  fum  which  they  had  raifed 
for  the  fetvice  of  government,  that 
was  yet  unalienated;  and  the  pro¬ 
duce  of  this  he  efiimated  at  8oo,oool. 
He  concluded  with  moving  two  rt- 
folutions,  the  objedi  of  which  was 
conformable  to  the  prayer  of  the 
petition. 

Mr.  Sheridan  immediately  rofe  to 
animadvert  upon  the  condudl  of 
Mr.  Pitt,  and  he  fpoke  again  more 
largely  upon  the  i'ubjedt  in  the  pro- 
grefs  of  the  bufmefs.  A  report  of 
the  fituation  of  the  affairs  of  the 
Raff  India  company,  intended  to 
demonftrate  the  reafonablenefs  and 
the  advantage  of  the  relief  they  de- 
fired,  had  been  laid  by  the  court  of 
directors  upon  the  table  of  the 
houfe  of  commons,  and  Mr,  She¬ 
ridan  particularly  attached  himfeif 
to  the  demonftrating  the  erroneouf- 
nefs  and  fallacy  of  their  eftimates. 
He  obferved,  that  it  was  highly  re- 
prehenffble  to  introduce,  at  jo  late 
a  period  of  the  felffon,  an  important 
fubjeft,  and  which  required  the 
moll  deliberate  difeuffion  $  and  par¬ 
ticularly  culpable,  in  his  opinion. 


141 

was  the  negligent  way  in  which  it 
had  been  opened  by-the  minifter, 
as  if  it  were  of  little  confequenee, 
and  lit  to  be  treated  as  a  matter  of 
courfe.  He  had  no  manner  of 
doubt,  that  the  delay  was  contrived 
on  purpofe,  to  fuperfede  inveftiga- 
tion,  and  elude  the  detection  of 
the  fophiilry  upon  which  the  bill 
was  founded.  He  placed  the  ftrefs 
of  his  remarks  upon  two  points  in 
the  report  of  the  company,  the 
quantity  or  amount  of  the  remit¬ 
tance  to  China,  fu miffed  from  Ben¬ 
gal,  and  the  amount  of  the  furplus 
of  the  revenues  of  that  province* 
The  remittance  to  China  was  taken 
at  275,0001,  and  Mr  Sheridan  em¬ 
ployed  many  arguments  to  demon- 
lira  te  that  not  more  than  6000I.  or 
7000I.  had  actually  been  fhrnifhed. 
The  furplus  of  the  revenues  was 
eflimated  at  i,8oo,oool  ,  and  this 
Mr.  Sheridan,  by  his  calculation, 
reduced  to  1.  Be  quoted 

the  authority  of  Mr.  Baitings  in  a 
pamphlet  entitled,  A  ft.eview  of  the 
State  of  Bengal,  in  which  it  was 
aliened,  that  the  utmoft  furplus  re¬ 
venue  that  could  ever  be  fu  rniffed  by 
that  province,  was  i,ooo,ocol.  Mr. 
Sheridan  obferved,  that  the  report 
upon  their  table  fet  out  with  con- 
felling  the  errors  of  which  they  had 
been  guilty  in  their  eftimates  o£ 
1784,  and  called  for  a  new  degree 
of  reliance  upon  their  prefent  re¬ 
presentations,  without  their  poftHT- 
ing  in  reality  any  better  claim  to 
the  public  confidence.  He  enlarged 
upon  the  immenfe  quantity  of  bills 
drawn  from  India  upon  the  com¬ 
pany  at  home  ;  and  declared,  that, 
in  ten  years  time,  bills  would  be 
due  to  the  amount  of  1 2,000, 000U 
Thus  in  fadt,  fo  far  from  the  com¬ 
pany’s  affairs  in  India  wearing  a 
promifmg  afpedl,  their  appearance 
wa»  in  the  higheft  degree  alarming  ' 
they  feemed  to  be  rapidly  verging 

to 
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to  a  fate  of  bankruptcy,  and  were 
already  fo  deeply  involved,  that  the 
relief  now  propofed  was  a  mere 
tampering  with  the  dil order,  ana 
could  never  work  an  adequate  and 
effectual  cure. 

Mr.  Dundas  replied  to  tbefe  ob¬ 
servations.  He  denied  that  the  re¬ 
mittance  to.  China  had  ever  been 
fated  as  having  been  made  entirely 
in  fpecie  ;  and  he  endeavoured  to 
prove,  that  the  firm  that  was  given 
was  accurate,  including  in  his  ac¬ 
count  the  export  of  opium  to  that 
country,  and  the  export  of  the  raw 
material  of  the  cotton  manufacture. 
Mr*  Dundas  Did,  that  he  had  no 
objection  to  confefs  that  Mr.  Hait¬ 
ians  was  with  him  a  favourite  au¬ 
thority,  becaufe  he  was,  generally 
fpeaking,  an  authority  to  be  relied 
on.  But,  in  the  prefent  inffance, 
„Mr.  Haftin'gs’s  eftimate  was  found¬ 
ed  on  the  actual  expence  of  the  Ben¬ 
gal  eftablifhment  at  the  tirtie  ;  and 
the  reduction  fince  ordered  from 
home  had  been  fo  important  and 
effectual,  as  to  have  totally  altered 
the  nature  of  the  cafe.  Mr.  Dum 
das  undertook  to  evince  the  found 
policy  of  the  per  million,  which  was 
granted  by  the  prefent  bill  of  relief 
to  the  company’s  fervants  in  India, 
to  tranfmit  their  fortunes  to  Eng¬ 
land  through  the  medium  of  the 
company’s  invert  ments,  exchanging 
the  money  which  was  thus  advan¬ 
ced  for  bills  payable  in  Leadenhall- 
ffreet.  He  hated,  that  the  practice 
had  been  for  the  flips  of  other  Eu¬ 
ropean  powers,  our  rivals  in  the 
commerce  of  India,  to  fail  for  the 
Ganges,  and  to  trull:  for  the  money 
to  purchafe  an  inveftment,  folely  to 
the  tranfmiffion  to  Europe  through 
their  hands,  of  the  fortunes  of  the 
fervants  of  the  company.  In  lieu 
of  the  twelve  millions  of  debt  pre¬ 
dicted  by  Mr.  Sheridan,  Mr.  Dun- 
das  remarked,  that  a  new  capital, 


to  the  amount  of  twelve  million?* 
Was  at  the  fame  time  forming* 
As  fall  as  it  accrued,  fo  much  in  pro¬ 
portion  bowed  into  the  company’s 
treafury  at  home,  and  the  means  of 
difeharging  the  debt  uniformly  ac¬ 
companied  its  accumulation.  This 
was  the  fyftem  which  found  policy 
di  reCled  us  to  purlue  ;  nor  could  he 
ever  confent,  that  the  company 
fhould  call  itfelf  a  wealthy  arid  fou* 
rifhing  company  at  home,  and  a 
poor  and  diftreffed  company  in  In¬ 
dia.  Mr.  Dundas  pronounced  a 
panegyric  upon  the  prefent  Hate  of 
this  part  of  the  empire.  It  was 
true,  that,  greatly  exhauffied  by  the 
late  ruinous  war,  it  required,  as  Bri¬ 
tain  herfelf  did,  to  be  managed 
with  every  poffible  care  and  atten¬ 
tion.  But  then  India  had  in  pro* 
portion  fewer  difficulties  to  encoun¬ 
ter.  He  hoped  fpeedily  to  fee  our 
oriental  polleffions  with  a  powerful 
army,  upon  which  their  exigence 
depended,  and  a  reduced  and  ceco- 
nomical  civil  government-,  with  their 
revenues  increafed,  their  expences 
moderate,  their  inveilments  largef 
and  their  commerce  flo u rifling. 

Mr.  Francis  followed  Mr.  Dun¬ 
das.  He  alluded  to  what  was  now 
acknowledged  to  have  been  the  ftate 
of  affairs  in  Bengal  in  17  84,  when 
there  appeared  to  be  a  deficiency  of 
i,6<;o,oool.  This  deficiency,  it 
feemed,  was  now  converted,  by  a 
glorious  reduction,  into  a  furplusof 
1, 800, cool .  fo  that  between  the  one 
period  and  the  other  there  was  a  dif¬ 
ference  of  three  millions.  If  Mr* 
Dundas  was  founded  in  bis  afCr- 
tion,  what  muff  have  been  the  efbm 
blffnnent  which  Could  have  ad* 
mitted  of  fuch  a  redu&ion,  and' 
what  fort  of  •  argument  did  this 
circutn  (lance  furnifli  refpeeting 
the  conduct  of  the  late  gover¬ 
nor-general  ?  Mr.  Francis  expa¬ 
tiated  upon  the  eontraff  between 
.  ...  •  the 
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.,ths,  pre-fen  t  report  :and  the  report  of 
ij'Sq-*  He  pecked  the  different  ba¬ 
lances  of  caih  in  the .  t  re  a  fury  of 
Bengal,  for  the  foaiven filing  years, 
as  they  had  been  bated  in  the  for¬ 
mer,  and  fet  againff  them  the,  ba¬ 
lances  to  the  di  fad-vantage  of  the 
treafury  in  thefe  years,  ,as  they 
were  admitted  in  the  latter.  He 
ohferved,  that  the  amount  of  the 
bills  to  be  drawn  upon  London 
were  now  admitted  nearly  to  double 
the  amount  at  which  they  had 
been  Hated  to  parliament  in  1784; 
and  he  endeavoured  to  prove  from 
authentic  papers,  that  the  com¬ 
pany’s  debt  in  India  at  this  day 
muff  exceed  the  fum  of  twelve 
millions.  Mr.  Francis  animadver- 
ed  upon  a  palfage  in  the  report, 
where  it  was  laid,  that,  whether  the 
mode  pro  poled  for  paying  the  bond 
debt  took  place  or  not;  in  other- 
words,  whether  bills  to  the  amount 
of  iix  millions  more  Ihotild  he 
drawn  upon  them  or  not ;  “it 
‘would  not  make  any  important  va¬ 
riation  in  the.  ftate  of  the  compan>  h> 
affairs,  with  refpect  to  .the  fern 
wahted  in  India  for  the  ordinary 
currency.’*  They  obferved,  that 
if  the  creditors  preferred  being 
paid  in  India,  it  would  leffen  die 
funds  allotted  to  the  in  veil  meat  ; 
bur,  if  they  contented  to  be  paid 
in  England-,  the  amount  would  be 
brought  home  in  invertmenr?,  and 
out  of  them  the  bills  would  be 
paid,  if  this  bate  of  the  cafe  were 
true,  it  would  be  bad  enough,  h nee 
then  the  invert  meat  would  be 
brought  home  folely  for  the  ci edi¬ 
tors,  not  for  the  company.  Then 
however  the  money  applicable  to  the 
difeharge  of  the  bonded-debt  would 
exiff  lbmewhere,  But  the  Fuff  was, 
that,  fo  far  from  there  being  a  bogle 
rupee  of  furplus  in  Bengal,  they 
had  not  fufficient  to  pay  their,  cur- 
lent  expcncea,  and  were  ob’fgrd 
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borrow  money,  to  provide  for  the 
annual  intereif  of  the  existing  debt, 
Mr,  Francis  deferibed  the  com¬ 
pany’s  credit  in  India  as  being  in 
a  ruinous  condidon,  while  their 
bonds  were  negotiated  at  thirty  per 
cent,  discount.  in  this  Situation, 
the  iupreme  council  had  refolved, 
th at  the  whole  civil  Service,  ex- 
cluffvely  of  the  final  ler  falaries, 
fhould  be  paid  by  a  further  iffue 
of  paper ;  and  thus  of  courfe  they 
were  inefeaiing  the  difcoimt,  and 
linking  the  value  of  the  bonds  to 
nothing. 

Mr.  Grenville  remarked,  in  terms 
of  great  fe verity,  upon  what  he 
denominated,  the  egregious  attempt 
to  deceive  the  members  of  that 
houfe,  on  the  part  of  Mr.  Francis* 
The  faff  was,  that  in  the  1,650,000!. 
the  unfunded  debt  of  Bengal  was 
included ;  and  therefore  it  would, 
have  been  juft  as  fair  for  any  per-* 
ion,  in  comparing  the  annual  in¬ 
come  of  Great  Britain  wkh  its 
annual  expenditure  at  the  end  of 
the  war,  to  have  included  the  thirty- 
fix  millions  of  unfunded  debt,  as  a 
part  of  the  deficiency  of  the  year’s 
income,  Nor  was  Mr.  Francis,  in 
the  opinion  of.  Mr.  Grenville,  lefe 
wanting  in  re-fpedl,  both  to  the  houfe- 
and  to  himfeif.  when  he  glanced  m 
terms  of  fiich  ungovernable  fe  verity 
at  the  condubb  of  Mr.  Ha  (rings. 

C't 

In  the  courfe  of  the  debates  upon 
the  relief  -bill,  the  queffion  was  re¬ 
vived,  of  how  far  govern  me  nr. 
rendered  it  felt  refponiible  by  abts 
of  this  nature,  for  the  debts  of  the 
company.  The  affirmative  fide  off 
the  yueffion  was  efpoufed  by  fir 
Grey  Cooper,  Mr.  Huffey,  and; 
Mr.  Sheridan,  and  their  soa  Tunings 
upon  the  fubjedt  were  answered  by 
Mo  Dun  das.  A  petition  was  alio 
pi  clouted  from  the,  court  of  direc¬ 
tors,  hating,  that  the  bill  -for  tl*e- 
relief,  of  the  company  \ Kenv before; 
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the  houfe,  was  defective  in  many 
particulars.  But  this  proceeding 
does  not  feem  to  have  effected  any 
material  alteration  in  the  me  a  fure. 
In  the  houfe  of  lords  the  progrefs 
of  the  bill  was  attended  with  fome 
debate.  Its  principle  was  attacked 
by  lord  Loughborough,  lord  Stor¬ 
mont,  and  the  duke  of  Portland  ; 
and  the  miniiteriai  fide  of  the  quef- 


tidn  was  efpoufed  by  lord  Walling- 
ham  and  earl  Bathurft.  It  was 
propofed  by  the  duke  of  Portland, 
that  the  farther  confideration  of  the 
bill  fhould  be  poitponed  for  fix 
weeks  ;  and  the  houfe  having  di¬ 
vided  upon  the  queffion,  the  num¬ 
bers  appeared,  contents,  6,  not  con¬ 
tents,  14. 


CHAPTER  VII. 


Impeachment  of  Mr .  Hafings .  Motion  for  Tapers .  Maratta  Papers  re - 
fufed,  Debate  on  the  Debit  Papers.  Production  of  the  Charges .  Mr, 
Hafings  heard  at  the  Bar  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  Witnejfes  examined. 


Prorogations 

THE  remaining  fubjeCt  that  be¬ 
longs  to  the  hi  dory  of  this 
feffion,  is  the  impeachment  of  Mr. 
Warren  Hafings,  late  governor- 
general  of  Bengal,  It  is  the  with 
of  every  true  friend  to  his  country, 
that  the  financial  operations  of  the 
year  1786,  may  be  productive  of 
alleviation  and  benefit  to  our  lateffc 
poilerity.  But  unqueft ionably  the 
trail  fact  ion,  during  the  exiltence  of 
the  prefent  adminiftration,  the  re- 
collection  of  which  will  always 
rooft  ffrongly  arref:  the  feelings,  and 
intereft  the  pillions  of  the  human 
mind,  is  this  great  prosecution. 

The  acquifition  of  territories,  fo 
vaft  in  their  dimen  lions,  and  fill 
more  extenfive  in  their  influence 
as  we  pofiels  in  India,  by  a  mercan¬ 
tile  company,  is  a  circumf  ance  un¬ 
paralleled  in  the  hiilory  of  the 
world.  The  extreme  dilproportion 
between  the  power  that  governs 
and  the  objeCt  to  be  governed,  is 
fuch  as  to  itrike  the  mof  carelefs 
obfeiver,  and  might  naturally  be 
expeCted  to  be  productive  of  ca¬ 
lamities  of  various  deferiptions,  and 
of  the  alternate  evils  of  anarchy 
and  defpotilm.  Differ  cat  lUte/men 


of  the  higheft  abilities  have  turned 
their  attention  to  the  impropriety 
of  this  lituation,  and  have  fought 
to  introduce  an  adequate  remedy. 
The  firft  project  of  this  fort, was 
that  of  the  earl  of  Chatham  in 
1 766,  and  which  was  imderitood 
to  include  the  total  dilFolution  of 
the  territorial  power  of  the  Eaft- 
India  company,  and  the  affumption 
of  the  provinces  in  the  name,  and 
by  the  immediate  authority  of  the 
legislature  of  Great  Britain.  This 
was  a  f  rang  meafure,  and  it  is  pof- 
fible,  that,  if  the  proceedings  of  that 
nobleman  had  nor.  been  counter¬ 
acted,  either  by  a  feries  of  the  mofl 
obftinate  ill  health,  or  by  the  oper¬ 
ations  of  miniferial  intrigue,  all 
the  abilities  of  this  illuftrious  cha¬ 
racter  might  have  failed  in  the  in* 
troduCHon  of  fo  deci  five  a  revolution. 
The  next  projeCt  for  an  effectual 
remedy  did  not  occur  till  the  year 
1783,  and  it  is  underffood  to  have 
been  the  joint  production  of  Mr. 
Fox  and  Mr.  Burke.  The  fcheme 
of  1783  fell  fhort  in  the  extent  of 
ks  operation  of  the  fcheme  of  1766;' 
but  it  feemed  likely  to  be  pro¬ 
ductive  in  the  iequei  of  effeCts  not 
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If: is  important.  It  was  the  inten¬ 
tion  of  Mr.  Fox  to  leave  not  only 
the  commercial  advantages*  but 
the  territorial  revenues  in  the  hands 
of  the  company,  and  to  falter  them 
to  continue,  as  far  as  any  pecuniary 
intereft  was  concerned,  the  fove- 
reigns  of  the  country;  but  at  the 
fame  time  to  take  from  them  irrevoc¬ 
ably  the  admiriitlration  of  that 
fovereignty,  the  appointment  of  its 
fervants,  the  deliberations  of  peace 
and  war,  and  all  thofe  circum- 
fiances  of  which  it  is  conhituted. 
The  meafures  relative  to  India, 
which  took  place  in  the  interval  be¬ 
tween  the  ad  mini  dr  at  ion  of  lord 
Chatham  and  Mr*  Fox,  and  thofe 
which  have  followed  upon  the  dif- 
miffion  of  the  latter,  are  to  be  con- 
iidered  comparatively  fpeaking  as 
palliatives.  Thofe  of  lord  North 
are  now  generally  acknowledged  to 
have  mifcarried.  Upon  the  merits 
of  thole  of  Mr.  Pitt  it  is  imagined, 
that  there  has  not  yet  been  a  fuf- 
jkient  lapfe  of  time  to  enable  us  to 
decide. 

Two  methods  naturally  occurred 
to  the  minds  of  all  men  for  the 
remedy  of  the  mifgovenmient, 
which  was  generally  acknowledged 
to  exile  in  India,  one  of  them  of 
the  nature  we  have  defended,  and 
the  other  an  inveftigation  of  the 
conduct,  and  an  exemplary  punilh- 
ment  of  the  delinquencies,  of  fume 
of  thofe,  who  have  fucceffively  been 
intruded  in  this  great  adminifira- 
lion.  It  has  been  a  quefiion  among 
our  practical  fiatefmen,  whether 
thefe  two  remedies  ought  to  go 
hand  in  hand,  or  whether  that  of 
pimifhnient  is  to  be  con  fide  red  as 
only  fit  to  be  adopted,  '  if  we  fail  in 
our  attempts  to  introduce  the  other. 
It  appears  to  have  been  mod  com¬ 
monly  fuppofed,  that  the  mode  of 
retrofpeft  and  punifhment  ought  on 
ao  account  to  be  omitted,  and  this 

i?86  ; 


idea  mud  at  lead  have  ftrongly  irrfe 
prelfed  itfelf  on  the  minds  of  thofe, 
who  condemned  and  derided  as 
nugatory  the  Eaft  India  regulations 
of  Mr.  Pitt  from  their  fiffi  intro- 
dubirnn.  It  is  certainly  of  little 
confequence  to  fay  that  the  errors 
of  our  oriental  governors  ought 
not  to  be  p unfilled,  becaUfe  the 
1  Vile  in  of  government  there  is  ra¬ 
dically  defective.  This  may  be  a  a 
excufe  for  feller  faults  •  it  may  be 
pleaded  in  extenuation  of,  and  ex¬ 
cite  ourpitv  fob  confidefable  crimes; 
bu*.  if  admitted  in  its  utmofi  extent, 
it  would  put  an  ertd  to  all  ideas  at 
criminal  juiiice  and  fevere  retri~ 
bution. 

The  profecutiort  of  Mr.  Mailings 
is,  on  many  accounts,  a  fiibject  of 
rto  common  importance.  If  it 
failed,  it  was  not  unlikely  thft  it 
would  prove  the  laid,  attempt  of 
the  kind  that  this  country  would 
ever  witnefs.*  Whatever  encomiums 
have  been  pafied  upon  the  indicia! 
provisions  of  the  Britifh  conftitu* 
tion,  certain  it  is,'  that  they  have 
notorioufly  failed  in  the  attempt  to 
apply  them  to  perfoils  returning 
from  Iftaht.  The  parliamentary 
profecutioii  of  lord  Clive  by  ge¬ 
neral  Burgoyne  was  early  defeated* 
The  verdift  of  the  court  of  king^s 
bench  agauhfi  the  perform,  who  had 
irnprifoned  and  occafi  oiled  the  death 
of  lord  Pigot,  was  fuch,  as  td  be 
confidered  by  the  perfons  con¬ 
demned  rather  as  an  objeff  of 
merriment  than  at  fottree  of  cala¬ 
mity.  The  bill  of  pains  and  pe¬ 
nalties  againft  fir  Thomas  Rum- 
bold,  which  was  introduced  into 
parliament  by  Mr.  Dundas  in  the 
year  1782,  was  found  to  be  unfit 
for  the  purpofes  it  had  in  view,  and 
Was  given  up  by  its  author.  It  is 
not  neceffivry  for  its'  to  decide  upon 
the  criminality  of  any  one  of  the 
perfons  thus  firlected  for  profecu- 
Jrk  ciition. 
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tion.  But  certainly  there  was-  in 
each  of  thde  cafes  too  much  limi- 
larky  in  the  event  of  the  prose¬ 
cution.  The  1  all  fuppofed  delin¬ 
quent,  that  was  brought  before  the 
bar  of  the  public,  was  Mr.  Hafungs. 
'Fhe  la  ft  mode  of  proceeding  was 
now  to  be  tried  m  that  ultimate  re¬ 
fer  ve  of  the  Britifli  con  kit  it'd  on, 
t'he  mode  of  impeachment  by  the 
commons  of  Great  Britain. 

The  charadlers  both  of  the  ac- 
cufer  and  of  the  perlbn  accufed, 
were  fuch  as  to  give  dignity  and 
intercil  to  the  lcope  of  this  buiinw  , 
Mr.  Buike  was  a  man  of  the  moil 
original,  genius,  of  the  moll  culti- 
vated  talent^  and  the  moil  un¬ 
wearied  application.  He  received 
the  higheil  compliments  upon  this 
©ccaiion,  and  it  will  probably  be 
thought  deferred  ones,  for  his  inte¬ 
grity,  from  alltheparties  in  theirturn 
that  exifl  in  the  Englilh  houfeof  com¬ 
mons.  Mr. Hailing 3  on  the  other 
lhand,  was  a  man  of  imagination,  of 
fpirir,  and  of  extendi ve  oblervation. 
Mis  mind  was  by  no  means  call  in  a 
mean  and  vulgar  mould.  1  he  in¬ 
fluence,  that  uas  poU'dlcd  by  this 
man,  while  he  redded  in  India,  was 
Undoubtedly  great,  and  was  fup- 
pofed  to  have  contributed  to  the 
defeat  of  the  project  of  Mr.  Fox, 
-and  the  ruin  of  his  ad  mini  ll  ration. 
It  was  fcarceiy.to  be  believed  that 
liis  influence,  now  that  he  was  re¬ 
sumed  to  England,  could  be  totally 
ex ting ui Hied,  and  it  was  the  opinion 
<s>f  many,  that  Mr.  Pitt  would  not 
dare,  whatever  were  his-  genuine 
fen'timents,  to  join  in  the  condem¬ 
nation  of  the  proceedings  of  Mr. 
Makings.  F rom  the  frit  the  opi¬ 
nions  of  adminillration  ran  evidently 
in  favour  of  the  ex-governor.  The 
eulogiums  that  were  pronounced, 
•«pon  him  by  Mr.  Dundas'  were 
neither  limited  nor  moderate;  and 
Pitt3  though  he  profefled  to. 


come  to  the  fubjedl  with  a  mind  fatf 
and  impartial,  was  certainly  not 
.prepoilelfed  in  favour  of  the  accuf- 
uig  party,  and  was  open  in  his 
commendation  of  the  ability,  and 
the  ufcfulnefs  of  a  leading  part  of 
Mr.  Hailings’s  later  proceedings. 
The  obstacles,  which,  whether  they 
were  thrown  in  the  way  of  the  pro- 
fecunon  by  ddign  or  by  mere  chance, 
were  fuch  as  to  demand  all  the 
fpirit,  the  perseverance,  and  the 
inflexibility  of  Mr.  Burke  to  over¬ 
come  them.  Along  with  them  ho 
had  to  overcome  a  long  feries  of 
unpopularity,  the  perfonai  indiffer¬ 
ence  that  had  been  (hewn  to  him 
by  the  houfe  of  commons,  and  their 
indisposition  fo  much  as  to  lend  him 
the  hearing  ;  together  with  the  cold- 
nefs  and  the  invincible  frigidity,, 
with  which  she  nation  at  large  were 
di  (poked  to  liken  to  the  complaints 
of  Eak  India  delinquency.  All 
thefe  bars-  to  his  fuccefs  Mr.  Burke 
has  overcome  ;  and,  without  enter¬ 
ing  into  the  demerits  of  Mr.  Hail- 
ings,  we  may  allow  ourfelves  to 
bellow,  upon  the  diknterekednefs  of 
his  proceedings,  and  his.  refolute- 
nefs  to  obtain  what  he  conlidered 
as  a  great  national  objedt,  the  highek 
encomium.  The  fame  praile  is  due 
to  the  houfe  of  commons- which  has 
ultimately  fupported  him ;  and,  if 
Mr.  Hafling's  be  innocent,  yet  the 
bold  and  decilive-  effort  they  have 
made  to  bring  to  jukiee  a  man 
whom  they  have  fuppofed  in  the 
higheil  degree  criminal,  can  be  ki- 
fpiredhy  no  other  motives,  than  thofe 
which  are  Virtuous  and  honourable. 

It  has  already  been  mentioned 
that  Mr.  Makings  arrived. in  Eng¬ 
land  on  the  fifteenth  of  June 
1? 85  ;  and  as  Mr.  Burke  was  un¬ 
willing  to  lofe  any  time  in  the  pro- 
iecution  of  a  bufinefs  to  which  be 
was  lolemnly  engaged,  or  to  leave 
m  iipom  foi*  uncertainty  whether 
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t5f  rfdt  he  would  fup  port  thofe 
charges  in  the  prefence  of  Mr. 
Mailings,  which  he  had  ib  peremp¬ 
torily  advanced  during  his  ah  fence, 
he  gave  notice  on  the  twentieth  of 
that  month,  of  his  intention  to 
prove  for  the  meditated  inquiry. 
It  was  probable  there  would  not  be 
fufficient  time  iri  the  fefiion  of  par¬ 
liament  then  exiftirlg  for  fuch  a 
proceeding  ;  but,  if  there  were  not, 
he  would  certainly  bring'  it  forward 
at  a  convenient  time  in  the  feliion 
that  fiiould  erifue.  In  the  mean 
time,  if  Mr.  burke  fhowed  hirrilelf 
ready  in  the  hiiflnefs  of  the  profe- 
ctition,  Mr.  Mailings  was  not  lefs 
forward  to  challenge  enquiry,  and 
to  urge,  the  proceeding  with  all 
p edible  expedition  in  a  buiinefs  fo 
lritereftdng  to  his  reputation  and  his 
happiriefs.  On  the  twenty-fourth 
of  |‘anuaty  1786,  the  day  upon 
which  parliament  met  for  the  trarif- 
aition  of  buiinefs,  major  Scott,  the 
particular  friend  of  Mr.  Mailings, 
took  the  opportunity  to  remind  Mr, 
Burke  of  the  pledge  he  had  made, 
acid  to  requeil  him  to  come  to  an 
immediate  deciiion.  Mr.  Burke  re¬ 
plied,  that  he  fiiould  anfwer  the  ma¬ 
jor  with  a  fliort  anecdote  of  the 
duke  of  Parma,  who  came  from 
Amiens  to  light  king  Henry  the 
Fourth  in  his  capital.  The  kmg, 
iineafy  at  feme  dela}q  urged  the 
duke  to  a  fpeedy  meeting  ;•  to  which 
he  replied,  that  he  had  not  travelled 
fo  far  as  from  Amiens  to  Pans,  to 
learn  from  his  enemy  the  properefl 
time  and  place  for  meeting  him  in  a 
duel. 

One  of  the  firft  circumftances, 
that  was  neceflfary  tp  give  any  pro¬ 
bability  of  fuccefs  to  Mr.  Burke’s 
undertaking,  depended  upon  the 
queftion,  whether  or  not  he  would 
be.fupported  in  the  progrefs  of  it 
with  the  whole  weight,  and  the 
ibicey  and  ftreauous-  effort  of  the 


connexion  of  men  with  whom  he 
uf  tally  a  fled.  This  queftioh  was 
originally  treated  by  many  perfons 
as  a  fubjeft  of  uncertainty  and  feep- 
ticifm.  That  he  might  remove  all 
doubt  upon  the  f abject,  Mr.  Fox 
rofe  at  the  fame  time  with  Mr® 
Burke,  in  anfwer  to  the  challenge 
of  major  Scott,  and  atTured  him, 
that,  it  his  friend  fiiould  lb  far  ne- ' 
gledt  his  duty,  as  to  forget  the  re¬ 
demption  of  his  pledge,  there  were 
Other  members  who  would  take 
care  that  the  fribjeft  fiiould  be  made 
a  matter  of  inveftigatidn.  The  en- 
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gagement,  which  was  implied  in 
th<-fe  expreffions,  has'  been  perfectly 
fulfilled ;  and  Mr.  Burke  has  been 
alii ded  in  the  whole  progrefs  of  the. 
buiinefs  with  an  attachment  and  a 
gallantry,  that  feem  to  reflect  equal 
honour  on  the  pirty  that  received, 
and  the  party  that  exerted  them. 

Previoufly  to‘  the  fpeecb,  which, 
he  made  on  Friday,  the  feventeenth 
of  February,  arid  in  which  he  ex¬ 
plained  in  fome  degree  to  the  houfe 
the  mode  of  proceeding  he  w  as  delir- 
ous  to  adopt,  Mr.  Burke  requefted 
that  the  two  concluding  articles 
might  be  read,  of  a  lift  of  refolu- 
lions,  which  had  been  moved  by 
Mr.  Dundas,  as  chairman  of  the  fe- 
cret  committee  appointed  to  en¬ 
quire  into  the  caufes  of  the  Car¬ 
natic  war  and  the  affairs  of  the 
Eaft  India  company,  on  the  28th 
of  May  1782.  Thafe  refolutions, 
that  the  reader  may  have  at  once 
before  him  all  the  particulars  which 
were  conceived  to  be  mo  ft  inti¬ 
mately  connected  with  the  buftnefs, 
we  will  tranferibe.  They  are  lirft, 
44  That  for  the  purpofe  of  convey¬ 
ing  entire  convi6tion  to  the  minds 
of  the  native  princes,  that  to  com¬ 
mence  hofiilities  without  juft  pro¬ 
vocation  againft  them,  and  to  pur- 
fue  fchemes  of  conqueft  and  extent 
of  dominion?  are  me  aft;  re  3  repug-' 
-•  '  K  2  '  cant 
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nant  to  the  \viih,  the  honour  and 
the  policy  of  this  nation,  the  par¬ 
liament  of'  Great  Britain  fliould 
give  fome  flgnal  mark  of  its  dif- 
pieafure  a  gain  ft  thole,  in  whatever 
degree  intruded  with  the  charge  of 
the  Fad  India  company’s  affairs, 
who  fhall  appear  wilfully  to  have 
adopted  or  countenanced  a  f  y  lie  in , 
tending  to  inipire  a  realonable  dif- 
iruft  of  the  moderation,  ju dice  and 
good  faith  of  the  Eritifli  nation/’ 

O  ^ 

And  iecondlv,  44  That  Warren 
leadings,  governor-general  of  Ben¬ 
gal’,  and  William  Kornfby,  preii- 
cient  of  the  council  at  Bombay, 
.  having  in  various  in  dances  acted  in 
a  manner  repugnant  to  the  honour 
and  policy  of  this  nation,  and 
brought  great  calamities  on  India, 
and  enormous  expenccs  on  the  Ead 
India  company,  it  is  the  duty  of 
the  directors  of  the  company,  to 
purftie  all  legal  and  effectual  means 
for  the  removal  of  the  governor- 

O 

general  and  p redden t  from  their  re- 
fpedive  offices,  and  to  recall  them 
to  Great  Britain 

Mr;  Burke  now  faidf  that  it  was 
not  without  coniideraBle  uneafinefs, 
that  he  difeovered  that  the  talk  of 
introducing  to  the  attention  of  the 
houfe  the  folemn  and  important 
Bu.fi  nets  of  that  day  was  on  the 
point  of  falling  to  Ins  lot,  when  it 
might  have  Been  brought  forward 
in  the  plenitude  of  weight  and  ef¬ 
ficacy  by  the  member  whole  propo- 
firions  were  the  bads  of  the  refc- 
llition,  the  contents  of  which  had 
now  been  recited.  'The  party  of 
all  others  the  mod  intCrefled  in  the 
'awful  prbgrefs  and  the  ultimate 
nefult  of  the  proceedings  which 
might  arlfe,  had,  with  becoming 
dignity  of  character,  called  on  him 
To  advance  his  charges ;  and  fo 
pointed  Was  the  nature  of  his  chal¬ 
lenge,  that  it  rendered  it  impofnble 
fm  hinV  to  evade  the  execution  of 
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his  duty.  Under  thefe  circ.il??> 
dances  moft  feelingly  did  he  lament, 
as  the  unwelcome  confequence  of  a 
devolution,  caufed  partly  hy  the 
natural  demife  of  fome,  the  poli¬ 
tical  dcceafe  of  others,  and  in  par¬ 
ticular  cafes  a  death  to  virtue  and 
to  principle,  that  be  fliould  now 
remain  alone  engaged  in  the  at¬ 
tempt,  to  prefer ve  the  honour  and 
the  coniidency  of  that  houfe,  in 
their  unfullied  ludre ;  and  to  impart 
vigour  and  efficacy  to  a  feme  nee, 
fubfequent  to  the  palling  of  which 
a  period  of  four  years  had  elapfed. 
On  the  p  relent  occafion  he  trufled, 
that  in  common  j office  he  flioufd 
be  con  fide  red  in  no  other  character, 
than  as  the  agent  of  that  houfe, 
which  had  fixed  upon  Mr.  Mailings 
as  an  objeCt  of  their  particular  and 
formal  accusation.  Acting  under 
then*  fandion,  he  conceived,  that 
he  might  without  arrogance  aflert 
a  claim  to  their  protection;  as  far 
at  lead,  as  protection  implied  an 
honourable  and  candid  condruCtion 
of  a  procedure  dictated  by  fenti- 
ments  of  reCtitude  and  judice. 

Mf.  Burke  recalled  to  the  recol¬ 
lection  of  the  houfe,  the  dory  of 
our  tranfaCUons  in  India  from  the 
time  of  lord  Clive,  and  the  par¬ 
liamentary  proceedings  which  thofh 
trairiaCtions  had  oecationed.  ,  Such 
had  been  the  military  fuccels  of 
lord  Clive,  as  to  lurpafs  the  moil 
flinguine  expeditions  of  his  adhe¬ 
rents  and  admirers.  From  the  aera 
oi  that  iupcefs.,  riches  had  poured 
upon  the  Briti ill  ilttlements  with 
the  moft  aftoniflringnrapidity  ;  and . 
they  had  brought  along  with  them 
one  of  their  too  cudomary  effeds, 
by  throwing  open  all  the  channel^ 
of  ungovernable  corruption.  'The 
mod  enormous  .abufes  had  in  a  mo¬ 
ment  been  piled  upon  each  other, 
till  every  fpot  of  the  Britifh  terri¬ 
tories  in  India,  became  a  Blocking 
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theatre  of  that  variety  of  crimes, 
with  which  avarice  and  ambition 
fo  frequently  infpired  the  worth lefs 
part  of  mankind.  Difgracc  natur¬ 
ally  followed  upon  the  com  million 
of  thefe  enormities  ;  the  honour  of 
Engliflimen  loft  its  luftre;  and, 
while  the  princes  of  the  Eaft  re 
p;arded  with  indignation  the  vio- 
lent  and  lawlefs  proceedings  of  the 
fubjeCts  of  Britain,  the  fates  of 
Europe,  with  equal  indications  of 
abhorrence,  adopted  and  difperfed 
their  lentiments.  The  natural  tend¬ 
ency  of  thefe  circumftances  was 
tv  excite  the  attention  of  parlia¬ 
ment  ;  and,  among  their  proceed¬ 
ings  upon  the  fubjeCt,  Mr.  Burke 
particularly  enumerated  the  ap¬ 
pointment  of  the  two  memorable 
committees  of  *1781,  the  fecret 
committee,  in  which  Mr.  Dundas 
had  prefteted,  and  the  feleCt  com¬ 
mittee,  the  motion  for  which  had 
been  made  by  general  Richard 
Smith,  no  longer  a  member  of  that 
houfe,  and  leconded  by  Mr.  Roufe, 
now  fecretary  to  the  board  of  con¬ 
trol.  I11  the  opinion  of  Mr.  Burke 
it  would  have  appeared  more  be¬ 
coming,  if  the  la  11  of  thefe  gentle¬ 
men  had  undertaken  the  bulinefs, 
and  had  not  left  him  to  engage  in 
a  matter  which  was  more  peculi¬ 
arly  and  immediately  his  own  pro¬ 
vince.  In  addition  to  thefe  ob- 
ftacles,  Mr.  Burke  alluded  to  the 
known  fentiments  of  a  nobleman 
in  the  full  vigour  of  great  influ¬ 
ence,  and  extraordinary  talents, 
%yho  had  treated  the  reports  of 
thefe  committees,  the  principles  of 
which  Mr.  Burke  was  now  to  in- 
force,  as  of  no  greater  value  than 
the  imaginary  adventures  of  Ro- 
binfon  Crufoe. 

Mr.  Burke  prpceeded  to  enu¬ 
merate  the  various  methods  which 
might  be  adopted  in  this  bulinefs ; 
sqid  the  three  different  forts  of  pro-* 
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ceeding  again  $  date  delinquents, 
which  were  on  record.  The  iirft 
of  thefe  was  a  direction  to  the  at¬ 
torney-general  to  profecute.  From 
this  meafure,  Mr.  Burke  faid  he 
mull  acknowledge  himfelf  totally 
averfe,  became  he  had  reafon  to 
believe,  that  Mr,  Arden,  who  now 
poftefted  that  office,  did  not  feel 
any  very  zealous  inclination  to  flip- 
port  the  momentous  charge  that 
was  to  be  made  ;  and  to  bring  it 
forward  under  the  weight  and  func¬ 
tion  of  his  powers.  Nor  indeed 
did  he  conceive,  that  a  trial  by 
jury  was  of  all  others  the  moll  un¬ 
exceptionable  and  beft  deviled  for 
the  purpofe  of  obtaining  juftice 
againft  fo  elevated  an  offender,  and 
for  crimes  of  1b  extreme  magni- 
tude.  In  the  court  of  king*s  bench 
Mr.  Burke  imagined,  that  the  dig¬ 
nity  of  the  trial  would  ill  aft'ort 
with  the  varying  muliitu.de  of  ie f» ’ 
fer  caufes,  of  meum  and  ruum,  af- 
fault  and  battery,  conversion  and 
trover,  trefpafs  and  burglary,  to¬ 
gether  with  an  innumerable  tribe 
of  different  mifdemeanours.  The 
l'econd  mode  of  profecution  he 
would  mention,  was  that  of  the  in¬ 
troduction  of  a  bill  of  pains-  and 
penalties.  To  this  mode  he  had 
infuperable  objections,  as,  in  his 
opinion,  the  procedure  mull  prefs 
with  the  le verity  of  injultice  upon 
the  accufed,  in  obliging  him  to  a 
premature  difclofure  of  the  evi¬ 
dence  Upon  which  his  defence  was 
founded,  and  tarnifh  in  no  flight- 
degree  the  character  of  that  houfe, 
of  which  the  members  would  thus 
prepofteroully  appear  in  the  two¬ 
fold  capacity  of  accufers  and 
judges.  The  only  method,  which 
remained  to  him,  and  which  was  at 
once  ancient  and  conffitutional,  was 
that  of  proceeding  by  the  mode  of  im¬ 
peachment.  In  the  adoption  of  th’13 
meafure  however,  he  did  not  ap- 
K  3  prQYQ 


ly,  and  the  reful t  had  always  been* 
that,  where  there  was  any  impio* 
per  conduit  obfervable  in  the  .go¬ 
vernor-general,  there  was  always 
fome  letter  of  the  court  of  direc¬ 
tors,  or  fome  ftrong  reafoh  to  bear 
him  out,  and  to  elude  the  poflibi- 
lity  of  annexing  a  criminal  inten¬ 
tion.  To  explain  the  caufe  of  the 
expenfive  e da blifli merits  in  India, 
Mr.  Dundas  read  a  letter,  written 

com  - 


prove  of  the  more  ufual  practice,  of 
firft  moving  a  bill  of  impeachment, 
and  then  appointing  a  committee, 
for  the  purpofe  of  di; covering  and 
arranging  articles,  a  practice,  which 
appeared  to  carry  in  it  an  air  of 
warmth  and  prejudice,  exceedingly 
repugnant  to  the  juftice,  the  dig¬ 
nity  and  the  honour-  of  the  houie. 

He  intended  therefore,  with  their 
permhhon  m  the  frit  place  to 

move  for  the  papers,  the  production  by  Mr*  Ha  flings  in  1782, 
of  which,  he  conceived,  would  mold  plaining  of  his  Situation,  in  confe- 
immediately  conduce  to  the  pur-  q uence  of  the  number  of  writers 
poles  of  lu bfbmttal  juffne;  and  that  were  fent  out ;  and  declaring, 
then  out  of  thefe  papers  he  would  that  he  had  .about  him 
endeavour  to  collect  the  articles 
which  it  might  be  proper  to  carry 
up  to  the  bar  of  the  houfe  of  lords, 
and  would  fubmit  them  to  the  decilion 
of  the  houle.  It  was  fu  peril  uous  to 
dwell  upon  the  necellity  of  adding 
with  the  moil  guarded  caution,  and 
the  cooldd  impartiality'.  In  the 
Very  moment  when  an  accdfer  was 
advancing*  his  charges  again!!  an 
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that 


time  two  hundred  arid  fifty  per  Kiris, 
the  younger  forts  of  the  frit  fami¬ 


lies  in  Britain?  all  gaping  for  lacks, 
and  ic rambling  for  patronage.  This 
reraon  11  ranee  was  fo  far  from  pro¬ 
ducing  its  del: red  effect,  that  dur¬ 
ing  the  immaculate  year  1783,  and 
when  iir  Henry  Fletcher  fat  at  the 
head  of  the  board  of  directors, 
thirty-fix  pew  writers  were  actually 
o  her,  he  was  himfelf  placed,  in  a  equipped  for  India.  Mr.  Dundas 
confiderftble  degree,  under  a  Irate  of  could  not  immediately  turn  to  the 
accufation  and  trial.  Mr.  Burke  lilt  of  thefe  writers,  but  it  was 
concluded  with  moving  for  feveral  pretty  obvious  to  him  from  what 
bf  thofe  papers  which  be  conceived  tfcop  they  had  come.  Nor  was  the 
to  be  mod  immediately  neceilary  hand  of  Mr.  Burke  lets  vifible  in 
for  the  purpofes  of  the  kn peach-  fome  of  the  difpatches  of  the  court 
xnent ;  and  his  motion  was  fecund-  of  directors  of  that  period,  from 
ed  by  Mr.  Windham.  the  fl vie  in  which  they  were  writ- 

•  Mr.  Dundas  followed  immedi-  ten.  "Upon  the  whole,  Mr.  Dun- 
ately  after  Mr.  Burke,  in  order  to  das  obferyed  that  lince  he  had 
defend  himfelf  from  the  infinua-  moved  the  refolutions  of  1  782,  fylr. 
tions,  which  he  conceived  to  be  Hadings  had  done  the  mod  eden- 
iinplied  in  the  manner  in  which  tial  fervjces  to  the  company,  and 
he  had  introduced  his  motion.  He  had  received  the  thanks  of  the 
obferved,  that  he  was  utterly  at  a  court  of  directors.  Not  that  Mr. 
lofs  to  imagine  what  could  have  Dundas  wifhed  to  Ihelter  himfelf 
teen  the  ground  of  thofe  infinu-  under  the  authority  of  that  vote  : 
ations ;  lince,  at  no  period  of  his  on  the  contrary,  he  ^vas  ready  to 
life,  had  he  t  Ver  laid,  ©r  dropped  avow,  that,  had  he  been  a  director, 
the  remote  ft  hint,  rhat  he  intended  he  fliould  molt  undoubtedly  have 

fupported  the  propofition,  from  a 
thorough  conviction  that  the  thanks 
were  merited.  Though  he  had 

thought 


to  become  the  acculer  of  "Mr. 
Haftings.  On  the  contrary,  he 
had  examined  his'  conduit  minute- 
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thought  it  expedient  to  recall  Mr. 
Haftiags  In  1782,  on  account  of 
the  breach  of  the  treaty  of  Poor- 
tinder,  and  of  the  expenlive  efta- 
hlifhments  introduced  by  him  in 
India  ;  he  however  rejoiced  that 
the  refolution  had  not  been  carried 
into  effedl,  becaufe,  in  that  ca-e, 
Pie  fiiould  have  been  the  means  of 
depriving  the  company  of  a  inoft 
valuable  and  ufeful  lervant,  and 
the  public  of  a  governor-general 
in  India,  ditlingniflied  by  the  moil 
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uncommon  ardour,  abilities,  and 
capacity. 

Mr.  Fox  rofe  with  his  ufual 
promptitude,  to  repel  the  charge 
which  Mr.  Dundas  had  brought 
agairift  the  ad  mini  drat  ion  of  1783  ; 
and  both  he  and  Mr.  Burke  joined 
to  allure  the  houfe,  that  the  former 
had  never  been  the  means  of  fend  - 
ing  out  more  than  one,  and  the  latter, 
not  of  one  writer  to  India.  Mr. 
Burke  added,  that  Mr.  Dundas  was 
certainly  but  an  ill  judge  of  ftyle, 
iince  it  fo  happened,  that  he  had 
never  written  a  line  in  any  one 
difpatch  of  the  court  of  directors, 
in  the  whole  courfe  of  his  life.  Be¬ 
fore  he  fat  down,  Mr.  Fox'  begged 
leave  to  fay  one  word  to  the  fort  of 
defence  Mr.  Dundas  had  made.  Fie 
had  been  reduced  to  the  neceliity 
of  admitting,  that  he  had  once  en¬ 
tertained  an  opinion,  that  Mr. 
Mailings  had  acted  in  a  manner 
highly  culpable  ;  'and  had  added 
that  he  was  Hill  of  the  fame  opi¬ 
nion.  But  he  had  endeavoured  to 
coniine  his  cenfure  to  two  poitvs 
in  the  adminiilration  of  India. 
Gracious  heaven!  did  the  whole 
idea,  which  Mr,  Dundas  had  enter¬ 
tained  of  the  culpability  of  Mr. 
Flattings,  amount  only  to  this  ?  Had 
the  houfe  heard  nothing  of  the 
Rohilla  war  ?  of  Cora  and  Alla¬ 
habad  ?  of  Cheit  Sing  ?  of  the  Be- 
guemsr  and  of  all  the  long  cata- 
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logue  of  crimes  com  mi.tted  in  In¬ 
dia  ;  to  the  infinite  dill urbanee  of 
the  peace  of  the  country  ;  to  the 
mifery,  and  even  butchery  of  the 
natives  ;  to  the  deftrudliou  of  all 
confidence  in  Britifh  faith  ;  and  to 
the  everiafling  difgrace  of  the  Bri- 
tifh  name  and  character  in  Indof- 
tan  ?  Mr.  Fox  remarked  upon  Mr. 
Dundas’s  approbation  of  the  thanks 
given  to  the  governor-general  by 
the  court  of  directors,  and  obferved, 
that  this  was  a  declaration  in  other 
word.s,  that  the  fame  perfon,  who 
had  prevailed  upon  the  houfe  of 
commons  to  reibl v e,  in  a  grave  and 
phlegmatic  form,  but  in  flrong  and 
energetic  phrafe,  that  governor 
Haftings  deferved  parliamentary 
cenfure,  would  have  given  that 
gentleman  thanks  for  his  long  and 
meritorious  Cervices.  What  egre¬ 
gious  inconfiflencv  ?  Did  not  the 
word  “  long'’  in  the  vote  of  thanks 
Comprehend  the  whole  of  the  fei> 
vices  of  Mr.  Mailings,  as  well 
thofe  before  1782,  as  tbofe  fubfe- 
nuent  to  that  period  ?  \Ykis  there  - 
not  in  this  conduct,  a  contradiction, 
infulting  to  that  houfe,  and  incoa- 
fiftent  to  a  fhameful  degree  ? 

Mr.  Pitt  fpoke  in  v  indication  of 
Mr.  Dundas.  Fie  fhould  have  been 
alhamed  of  bis  own  feelings,  could 
be  tamely  have  Differed  fuch  infi- 
nuations  to  be  made,  and  that  by 
a  man  cireumlliineed  as  Mr.  Fox 
was,  without  exp  reding  feme  part 
of  the  indignation,  with  which  his 
bread  was  filled,  and  in  which,  ha 
t ruffed,  no  perfon  of  generous  prin¬ 
ciples  could  avoid  taking  a  fliare. 
By  whom  was  this  charge  of'in- 
confiitency  advanced  ?  Let  the 
houfe  compare  the  charge,  and  the 
party  from  whom  it  proceeded ; 
and  then  judge  whether  he  de¬ 
ferved  cenfure,  for  Differing  his 
temper  to  be  fame  what  ruffled  by 
fo  barefaced  and  ihamelefs  a  con- 
K  4  dutR 
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$udh  Mr.  Fox  however  had  not 
deviated . from  his  u!iial  coniinency, 
when,  having'  firil  taken  it  for 
granted,  that  Mr.  Dundas  had 
during  a  feries  qf  years  continued 
to  load  with  the  grofiell  anti  mod 
extravagant  reproaches  a  certain 
individual,  and  was  now  become 
the  advocate  of  that  individual ;  he 
had  taken  upon  himfelf,  from  his 
own  recent  practice  and  experience, 
to  dictate  the  form  of  words  in 
which  the  recantation:  of  Mr.  Du  li¬ 
cks  ought  to  have  been  made.  But 
his  learn  q  friend  had  no  need  of 
i'u eft  a  tutor  ;  nor  would  the  houfe 
be  led  to  believe,  as  they  might 
have  done,  had  they  nqt  too  well 
known  the  perfon  by  whom  the 
charge  was  made,  that  his  heart 
Was  in  truth,  capable  of  feeling  and 
abhorring,  the  meannefs  and  degra¬ 
dation  of  conduct  he  had  imputed 
to  Mr.  Dundas. 

Mr.  Put  undertook  to  proven 
that  tRe  fame  principles  which  had 
led  Mr.  Dundas  to  condemn  Mr. 
bladings  in  one  inftance2  irrefdVibly 
obliged  him  to  applaud  him  in  an¬ 
other,  Confidering  his  procedure 
under  certain  parts  of  his  admin  if* 
tration,  and  when  embroiling  the 
affairs  of  India  by  unneceffary  and 
ex  pen  live  wars,  and  exciting  the 
dirtruft  and  anivnofity  of  the  native 
princes  againd  this  country,  by  the 
infraction  of  treaties  and  the  ex* 
termination  of  a  whole  people,  no 
doubt  but  Mr.  Dundas  mud  have 
highly  relented  and  disapproved  of 
fuch  a  conduct.  But  again,  when 
lie  contemplated  the  exertions  of  bis 
almod  unprecedented  talents  in  the 
XUiexpedted  bufmels  of  redoring 
peace  and  tranquillity,  of  re-elfa- 
blifhing  a  confidential  intercourfe 
with  the  neighbouring  powers,  and 
bf  redeeming  the  credit  of  the  go* 
\  ernmenr,  he  would  pave  adled 
highly  inconlidciit  with  thofe  feel¬ 


ings  and  fentiments,  which  upon  3 
former  occation  excited  his  indis*- 
nation,  it  he  were  not  at  once  to 
acknowledge  and  commend  the  me¬ 
rit  which  had  produced  fuch  fain- 
tary  effeclsD  At  all  events  it  was 
demondrably  certain,  that,  at  the 
palling  thele  relol  inions  j  they  were 
not  intended  as  the  foundation  of 
any  criminal  proceedings.  Their 
profelfed  object  was  to  recover  the 
confidence  of  the  princes  of  India, 
and  in  the  purfuit  of  that  objedt,  it 
was  of  no  conic queqce  fp  inquire, 
whether  the  lofs  of  that  confidence 
had  been  occafioned  by  the  impru¬ 
dence  ol  the  governors,  or  by  the 
execution  of  orders  from  home. 

Mr.  Pitt  delivered  upon  this  oc- 
ealion  a  part  of  the  fentiments  he 
entertained  upon  the  bufinefs  of  the 
Roh ilia  war,  which  Mr.  Burke  af¬ 
terwards  dated  as  the  ground  of  the 
fffft  ot  his  charges  againfi  Mr. 
Mailings  and,  though  this  fubjedf 
does  not  dircdfly  iuggcld  itfelf  till 
the  time  when  that  charge  came  to 
be  regularly  diffused,  yet  as  Mr, 
Pitt,  upon  that  occafion  gave  a 
blent  vote,  we  Hull  preferve  in  this 
place,  the  obfervations  that  he  de¬ 
livered  upon  the  bulinefs  of  the 
Rohillas,  Adverting  to  fome  ex- 
preirionswhichMr.Fox  had  employee! 
upon  the  iubjedf,  he  laid,  there 
was  no  perfon  who  had  heard  him, 
but  would  have  imagined,  that  the 
event  had  been  attended  by  the 
moil  unparalleled  barbarity,  and  the 
general  maffacre  of  the  wretched 
inhabitants  of  the  country,  with¬ 
out  diftinedion  of  age,  lex  or  con¬ 
dition.  Such  was  the  fpirit  of 
mifreprefentation  that  now  feemed 
to  prevail,  that  Mr.  Pitt  would  not 
be  furprifed  to  find  himfelf  held 
out,  in  conlgquence  of  what  he  vvas 
now  faying,  as  attempting  to  de¬ 
fence  the  forcing  a  people  from 
their  poffcliians,  and  removing-  them 
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to  a  di  fiance,  as  exceedingly  infigni- 
ficant,  and  not  liable  to  the  re¬ 
proach  of  injroflice  and  inhumanity. 
He  did  however  confider  fuch  a  mode 
of  extirpation,  though  far  fhort  of 
letting  loofe  all  the  horrors  of  fire 
and  fword,  in  a  moil  horribly  a- 
iarming  point  of  view,  and  as  being 
fo  repugnant  to  every  fentiment  of 
human  nature,  that  nothing  could 
jutlify  it  but  the  ft  rouge  if  motives 
of  politic!  expediency,  and  the 
invincible  principles  of  necefiary 
juftice.  Mr.  Pitt  however  obferv- 
ed,  that  it  would  be  highly  in- 
ponfiftent  and  abfurd,  to  conhder 
Mr.  Bf airings  now  in  the  light  of  a 
culprit,  for  any  meafures  taken  by 
him  previouily  to  the  period,  in 
which  he  had  been  nominated  by 
aft  of  parliament  governor- general 
qf  the  Britifh  pofielfions  in  India, 
which  was  the  highell  certificate  of 
legiflative  approbation. 

Mr.  Pitt  did  not  wonder  that  Mr. 
Burke  fhould  have  regretted,  that 
Mr.  Dundas  had  not  coine  forward 
in  the  prefent  cafe  as  the  profecutor 
of  Mr,  Mailings.  He  mud  con- 
fefs,  that,  if  there  were  any  real 
guilt  to  he  inveftigared,  and  any 
punilhment  to  be  infl idled,  there 
could  not  be  a  properer  perfon  than 
his  learned  friend,  to  take  the  lead 
upon  fo  momentous  an  occaiion. 
But,  as  an  opinion  had  been  avowed 
by  fome  gentlemen,  that  there  were 
fit  nations  where  the  bounds  and 
eftablifhed  rules  of  juftice  ought  to 
be  overleaped,  and  where  a  pro- 
fecution  ought  rather  to  be  con- 
duffed  by  violence  and  refemment 
than  bv  the  dull  forms  of  ordinary 
proceedings  ;  perhaps,  confidering 
the  bufinefs  in  that  point  of  view, 
the  gentlemen,  who  had  taken  it 
up,  were  the  fitteR  perfons  to  carry 
it  through  all  its  Rages  to  the  de¬ 
li  red  conclufion.  Mr.  Pitt  added, 
that  he  was  happy  to  Feel  that  he 


fhould  come  to  the  bufinefs  with 
the  moR  perfect  impartiality  ;  and, 
for  himfelf,  fliould  Mr.  Burke 
bring  fully  home  to  Mr.  Mailings 
the  violent  imputations  of  atrocious 
crimes,  far  from  contributing  to 
fereen  him,  he  would  wild  to  bring 
down  upon  him  the  moR  exemplary 
punilhment. 

Major  Scott  ohferved,  that  he 
had  but  one  way  of  gueffing  at  the 
charges  that  were  intended  to  be 
advanced,  and  that  was  by  reading 
a  pamphlet  which  had  been  pub** 
lifhed  two  years  ago,  and  was  en¬ 
titled,  Mr.  Burke’s  Speech  on  Mr, 
Fox’s  India  bill.  To  that  pam¬ 
phlet  he  had  written  a  reply,  and  he 
appealed  to  the  good  fenfe  of  every 
man,  to  declare,  whether  he  had 
not  iatisfablorily  refuted  every 
charge  of  every  kind,  that  had  yet 
been  brought  again!!  Mr.  Mail¬ 
ings.  Both  the  performances  were 
before  the  public,  and  they  had 
pronounced  in  his  favour.  He 
would  g©  farther,  and,  as  he  had 
refuted  what  Mr.  Burke  had  al¬ 
ready  after  ted,  he  was  not  afraid  of 
pledging  himfelf  to  refute  all  that 
he  might  hereafter  produce  in  the 
courle  of  this  enquiry.  Major  Scott 
took  considerable  advantage  of 
the  allufton  Mr.  Burke  had  em¬ 
ployed,  on  the  fir  ft  day  of  the  fef- 
lion,  to  the  conducl  of  the  duke  of 
Parma.  He  complained,  that  Mr« 
Burke  was  now  calling  for  papers, 
when  he  ought  to  be  producing  lpe- 
cine  charges.  If  he  had  been  a 
fair  accufer,  and  had  adled,  not 
for  private  vengeance,  hut  from  a 
regard  to  public  juftice,  this  would 
not  have  been  the  mode  in  which 
he  would  have  proceeded.  But 
better  things  could  not  reafonably 
be  expedled  from  a  man,  who  took 
for  his  model  the  treacherous  arid 
infamous  charadler  of  the  duke  of 
Parma.  Major  Scott  begged  to  be 

indulged 
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Indulged  in  fpeukiug  in  the  name 
of  Mr.  Bailings,  when  he  fa  id, 
that  he  moil  anxioully  warned  ior 
an  enquiry  hut)  his  conduct,  the 
moil;  rigid  that  the  houfe  could  a- 
tlopt  ;  that  he  wifh.cd  it  to  be 
brought  down  to  the  very  day  of 
bis  departure  from  Bengal  ;  and 
that  he  deli  red  to  rife  or  fall  in  the 
opinion  of  the  houfe  of  commons, 
and  of  the  country  at  large,  by  the 
jrefulc  of  the  enquiry. 

Mr.  Vanfittart  and  Mr.  alderman 
le  Mefurier  role  in  this  early  ftage 
of  the  bufinefs,  to  declare  their 
high  fenfe  of  the  merit  of  Mr. 
Haftings,  and  the  veneration  they 
'entertained  for  every  part  of  his 
charabler.  Mr.  le  Mefurier  al¬ 
luded  to  the  remarks  of  Mr.  Burke 
in  relation  to  the  trial  by  jury,  and 
laid,  that,  after  fo  pubre  an  avow¬ 
al  of  an  opinion  of  this  fort  from 
that  fide  of  the  houfe,  the  members 
of  opposition  furely  would  not, 
when  the  new  court  of  judicature 
Ihould  fall  again  under  difculhon, 
texprefs  their  di  lap  probat  ion  of  it  in 
fo  vehement  terms.  The  objection 
was  repelled  by  Mr.  Francis  j  and, 
though  his  femiments  were  not 
delivered  in  the  courfe  of  this  day’s 
debate,  yet  they  appear  to  form 
too  eloquent  and  fpirited  a  defence 
of  Mr.  Burke’s  conduct  to  be  o- 
mitted  in  this  place.  He  obferyed, 
that,  if  it  were  a  contradidfion  to 
jay,  that,  tor  the  puniihment  of 
crimes  of  a  fpecial  quality  and  mag¬ 
nitude,  the  trial  by  impeachment 
was  the  fa  fell,  the  mo  ft  effectual, 
and  the  belt ;  but  that,  for  offences 
of  a  lower  order,  we  ought  ftill  to 
adhere  to  the  eftablifhed  trial  by 
jury,  he,  who  maintained  the  af¬ 
firmative,  charged  that  contradic¬ 
tion  upon  the  laws,  the  inftitution?, 
the  pradhee,  and  the  wifdom  of 
England,  ever  finpe  parliaments 
bad  a  being.  Mr.  Francis  was  not 


afraid  of  erring,  with  lb  powerful 
and  venerable  authority.  The  trial 
by  impeachment  was  founded  on  a 
popular  right,  coeval  with  the  houfe 
of  commons :  it  was  as  well  known 
and  as  well  eftablifhed  in  our  con- 
ftitutron  as  the  trial  by  jury, 
though  it  could  not  occur  fo  often. 
There  were  cafes  of  crimes  and  of 
criminals,  to  whom  no  other  form 
of  proceeding  was  adequate,  to 
which  no  other  mode  oh  trial  was 
commenfurate.  In  fuch  cafes  the 
trial  by  impeachment  did  that, 
which  no  other  trial  could  accom- 
plifli.  It  not  only  forced  the  crime 
to  an  enquiry,  it  not  only  demand-, 
ed  juftice  again  ft  the  criminal,  and 
infured  his  punifnment;  but  it  pro¬ 
vided  for  another  object,  which  in 
feme  in  fiances  was  not  lefs  i  mere  fl¬ 
ing  and  neceffary,  than  juftice  and 
punifnment.  It  cleared  the  honour 
of  the  nation,  in  which  fuch  crimes 
were  committed,  and  to  which  fuch 
criminals  belonged  :  it  vindicated 
the  character  of  this  country  from 
reproach  in  the  judgment  of  man¬ 
kind.  Thefe  were  the  occafions,  in 
which  the  pre-eminence  of  the  wif- 
doiji  anti  juftice  of  England  dift 
played  it  Self  over  all  other  nations. 
Other  nations  might  rival  us  in  out 
crimes,  but  there  the  competition 
ended.  In  England  alone  the  dig¬ 
nity  of  the  trial  rofe  to  a  level  with 
the  eminence  of  the  crime.  When 
the  houfe  of  commons  impeached, 
it  was  a  folemn  appeal  to  the  judg¬ 
ment  of  the  world.  When  crimes 
were  charged,  by  which  the  happi- 
nefs,  ir  not  the  exiftenee  of  whole 
nations  had  been  affebted,  by 
which  flares  and  princes,  and  all 
the  hfgheft  orders  of  men,  as  welt 
as  the  ioweft,  had  been  reduced  by 
the  bafe  and  iron  hand  of  upftart; 
power  to  mifery  and  ruin ;  the 
trial  by  impeachment  made  pro¬ 
clamation  to  the  princes  and  king- 
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dorfis  of  the  world  to  attend  and 
look  on,  while  the  democracy  of 
.England  advanced  in  per  ion  to  the 
charged  affirmed  the  noble  office  of 
acdiifer,  and  forced  the  crime  to 
ttial,  before  every  thing  that  was 
great,  and  noble,  and  wife,  and 
learned,  and  venerable  in  our  coun¬ 
try.  lire,  crime,  the  criminal,  the 
profecytor,  the  judges,  the  audi¬ 
ence,  and  the  trial,  produced  and 
doniUtuted  a  fcene,  which  no  other 
country  exhibited  to  the  world. 

Mr.  Pitt  and  Mr.  Bundas  took 
up,  in  part,  the  objection  of  major 
Scott,  and  maintained,  that  it  was 
improper  to  call  for  papers  tending 
to  the  eftablifhment  of  charge?, 
without  -1  fir  ft  fpecifying  in  fome 
mahner  die  nature  of  the  charges, 
and  the  objedi  which  the  produc¬ 
tion  of  the  papers  was  intended  to 
fapt'ort.  This  difficulty  was  firft 
picffidd  by  adminiftration,  when  Mr. 
Burke  proceeded  to  move  for  the 
papers,  which  refpected  the  recent 
fituation  of  the  province  of  Qude; 
and  accordingly  the  motion  was 
withdrawn  for  the  p refen t,  and 
was  again  fuggefted  to  the  decifion 
of  the  houfe  on  the  Monday  fol¬ 
lowing.  On  this  occalion  Mr. 
Pitt  obferved,  that,  while  Mr. 
Burke  confined  himfelf  within  the 
limits  of  the  reports  ot  the  Indian 
committees,  he  had  been  contented 
to  confider  tliofe  reports  as  amount¬ 
ing  to  a  fort  of  fpe’cification  of  the 
intended  charge  ;  bin,  when  he 
came  to  break  new  ground,  he 
mufh  take  the  liberty  to  inftft 
upon  his  explaining  to  the 
houfe  the  objedf  he  had  in  view, 
and  having  them  judge  of  the 
propiiety  ot  his  motions,  before  he 
could  content  to  a  general  and  in- 
dlfcri ruinate  grant  of  papers.  And, 
while  in  every  crim’nal  profecu- 
tibh,  he  found  authorities  uniform¬ 
ly  operating  in  his  favour,  he  hop¬ 


ed,  in  rpaking  this  claim,,  that  he 
fliould  be  confidered  as  abb  ng  for, 
and  pleading  the  caufe  of  every* 
individual  m  the  kingdom,  who 
in  any  future  time  might  be  the 
objedt  of  public  and  parliamentary* 
profecution, 

Mr.  Burke  conftdered  this  pre«? 
tentjon,  as  an  mvafton  of  the  prero« 
gatives  which  naturally  belonged  toj 
a  public  accufer,  He  had  a  claim? 
in  his  opinion,  generally,  to  all  fuel* 
documents,  proofs  and  papers,  ai 
he  law  or  efteemed  to  be  neceffiary* 
to  fupport  the  charge  which  he  un¬ 
dertook  to  advance.  The  downfaf 
of  the  greateil  empire  in  the  world, 
had  been  agreed  ro  have  originated  la 
the  mal-adminiftration  of  its  pro¬ 
vinces.  But,  even  when  Rome  felt 
within  herfelf  the  feeds  of  decline 
and  the  inroads  of  corruption,  ^ 
man  of  the  firft.  families,  connections 
and  fank  in  the  Rate,  was  brought 
to  puniftursdnt.  Verres,  the  govern 
nor  of  Sicily,  was  united  in  affinity 
with  all  that  was  mod  fplendid  and 
opulent  in  the  feat  of  the  empire, 
with  the  Horten  ill  and  the  Metelli, 
In  the  mean  time,  when  Cicero 
undertook  his  accufation,  the  go¬ 
vernment  ifrfelf  adopted  the  profecu¬ 
tion  :  ffi>  lets  than  one  hundred  and 
fifty  days  were  granted  to  the  accu- 
fe r  id r col k: cling  his  materials, thou gh 
Horn  a  province  at  fo  trifling  a 
hi  ft  a  nee  ;  and  the  jullice  of  the  Ro¬ 
man  fenare  opened  to  him  without 
referve,  all  the  cabinets  from  which 
documents  were  to  be  obtained. 
The  period  was  not  long  elapfed, 
fince  the  Cicero  of  the  prelent  age, 
Mr.  Dundas,  had  brought  in  a  bill 
of  pains  and  penalties,  againft  one 
of  thole  characters  returned  front 
India,  whom  the  houfe  had  confidered 
as  an  object  within  its  reach.  How 
far  he  had  purfued  his  point,  was 
in  the  remembrance  of  every  one  • 
and  yet  the  difficulties  he' had  to 
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^counter  In  the  inveftigation  were 
totally  removed,  by  the  general  and 
concurrent  diTpojit  ion  of  every  party 
with  whom  documents  were  depofi- 
ted,  neceftary  to  accomplish  his 
views.  He  had  met  with  a  body  of 
India  directors  difpofed  to  his  pur- 
p.ofe,  and  with  a  willing  ad  mini- 
Jration.  Mr.  Burke  added,  that,  if 
Mr.  Pitt  adhered  to  his  objection, 
the  confequence  that  would  remit, 
would  be  a  double  injuftice.  If  the 
accufer  wanted  collateral  or  expla¬ 
natory  aid,  he  ought  not  to  be  de¬ 
nied  it,  Alice  without  it  he  could 
not  digeft,  explain,  Amplify,  or 
Eiiethodife  the  farts  of  which  he  was 
already  in  poflefBon.  Or,  if  on  the 
other  hand,  the  grounds  of  accufa- 
tion  could  be  extenuated,  and  the 
feyerity  of  the  charge  abated,  a 
denial  of  the  chance,  which  was  thus 
offered  for  an  early  acquittal,  was 
an  injuftice  to  the  luppofed  delin¬ 
quent.  Were  the  hand  of  power  to 
deny  him  fuch  documents  as  he 
demanded,  he  mult  then  relt  con¬ 
tented  with  the  Angle  conviction  of 
having  done  his  duty.  If  however 
the  defolation  of  a  province,  like 
that  of  Oude,  which  extended  Any¬ 
th  ree  thou  land  fquare  miles,  and 
the  internal  wreahh  of  which  had 
ppon  every  calculation,  once  a- 
mounted  to  eighteen  millions ;  if 
the  oppreftion  and  extermination  of 
its  nobility,  were  not  fufficient  in 
ducements  with  the  houfe  to  vote 
him  the  papers  for  which  he  moved ; 
and  if  no  other  ground  would  be 
admitted,  than  that  of  fpecifying  his 
charges;  though  he  knew  that  he  was 
ailing  inconliftemly  with  the  efta- 
bliflied  orders  and  practice  of  the 
Aoufe,  yet  he  would  fubmit  to  this ' 
condition,  rather  than  not  fubftan- 
tiate  the  truth  as  foon  as  poffible. 
Having  accordingly  tead  to  t^e 
fioule  an  enumeration  of  the  fails 
he  expeiled  to  eftablifh  again  ft 


Mr.  Ha  (tings  in  the  adiiiiniftratlbil 
of  Oude,  the  papers  for  which 
he  had  moved,  were  granted 
him. 

In  this  period  of  the  bufinefs, 
major  Scott,  who  is  to  be  conftdered 
as  the  parliamentary  representative 
of  Mr.  Mailings,  displayed  a  degree 
of  impatience,  that  wili  probably  be 
thought  fomewhat  ludicrous.  Four 
days  after  the  houfe  had  agreed  to 
the  motion  of  Mr.  Burke,  for  the 
papers  in  relation  to  Oude,  he  re¬ 
marked,  that  during  every  minute, 
his  eagernefs  and  anxiety  to  fee  the 
papers  produced  continually  in- 
creafed,  and  that  he  had  twice  gone 
to  the  India  houfe,  to  difeover  in 
what  probable  time  they  would  be 
fubmitted  to  the  inveftigation  of  the 
houfe.  He  had  that  morning  been 
informed,  that  the  greateft  part  of 
the  papers  were  already  prepared, 
and  he  would  with  to  move,  that 
fuch  as  were  ready  Ihould  be  fub¬ 
mitted  without  delay  to  the  infpec- 
tion  of  members.  The  fpeaker  ad- 
vifed  major  Scott  to  withdraw  his 
mo’ion,  as  it  was  contrary  to  the 
forms  of  parliamentary  proceeding, 
and  wholly  unnecefla'ry ♦ 

On  the  third  of  March,  Mr, 
Burke,  proceeding  in  the  plan  he 
had  already  deferibed  to  the  houfe, 
moved  fo r  fe  veral  additional  pap er s  to r 
the  fupport  of  the  profecution,  and 
among  others  for  papers  of  different 
deferiptions,  which  were  calculated 
to  illuftrate  the  deineiits  of  tjhe  ne¬ 
gotiations,  that  had  introduced  the 
peace  with  the  Marattas  in  17B3. 
Upon  thele  motions  Mr.  Dundas 
remarked,  that,  il  the  papers  moved 
for  were  made  public,  they  would 
occaiion  that  matter  to  tranfpire, 
which  ought,  from  motives  of  the 
founded  policy,  to  remain  a  fecret 
to  all  the  powers  of  India  ;  and 
that  he  therefore  felt  himfelf  bound, 
by  the  attachment  with  which  he 
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was  animated  to  the  intereft  of  his 
country,  lleadily  to  oppofe  io  dan¬ 
gerous  a  proportion.  He  pro¬ 
nounced  a  warm  eulogium  upon  the 
benefits  that  refulted  from  the 
Maratta  peace,  which  had  in  reality 
been  eilentiai  to  the  lalvation  of  the 
Bri-tifb  empire  in  Alia.  The  plans 
under  which  this  happy  event  was 
effected,  were  extremely  improper 
to  be  made  public,  becaufe  they 
led  to  the  difcovery  of  the  means 
by  which  the  different  confederate 
powers  were  rendered  jealous  of 
each  other,  and  of  the  intrigues  by 
which  the  rajas  were  induced  to 
diflolve  their  league  again  ft  the 
Britidi  empire,  and  would  bring  to 
light  fee  rets  of  infidelity,  which 
were  calculated  to  do  the  mod  ma¬ 
terial  injury  to  our  interefts. 

Mr.  Burke  replied  to  thefe  ob¬ 
jections.  He  obfervedthat  it  bad  been 
argued  on  a  former  day,  that,  if  the 
enquiry  was  intended  to  feek  after 
crimes,  the  papers  could  not  be 
granted  ;  but  that,  if  a  direct  charge 
was  made,  there  fhould  not  be  any 
objection.  It  could  not  be  main¬ 
tained  that  this  demur  would  apply 
to  the  prefen?  cafe,  A  fpecific 
charge  was  brought  forward,  it  was 
committed  in  detail  to  writing,  and 
indeed  a  great  part  of  it  might  be 
found  in  the  reports  of  that  com¬ 
mittee,  of  which  Mr.  Dundas  had 
once  been  fo  aCtive  a  member. 
With  refpeCt  to  the  danger,  which 
it  was  pretended  would  arife  from 
making  public  thefe  papers,  this 
was  an  objection  in  the  higheft  de¬ 
gree  fallacious.  There  was  not  a 
manoeuvre  refpediing  the  Maratta 
peace,  of  which  the  powers  in  India 
were  not  in  complete  pofTelfton. 
The  fovereigns  there  were  as  well 
informed  as  any  fovereign  in  Eu¬ 
rope  ;  the  fources  of  their  intelli¬ 
gence  were  fuch  as  could  not  fail 
them  t  and  the  mod  enormous  bums 


were-  expended  by  them,  in  pro¬ 
curing  fpie.s  even  in  official  nuta¬ 
tions  in  our  fettlements.  By  com¬ 
paring  notes  they  had  fully  an 4 
fubftantially  difeovered  that  trea¬ 
chery,  which  our  officers  had  em¬ 
ployed  again  ft  them  individually, 
and  the  confequence  was,  that  they 
had  already  entered  into  a  league 
of  an  often  five  import  againft  our 
poffeffions  in  Alia.  Mr.  Burke 
particularly  recurred  to  the  circum- 
itance  of  the  breach  of  treaty  with 
the  ran  a  of  Gohud.  That  tin- 
happy  prince  was  driven  from  his 
territories,  and  become  a  wanderer 
in  the  Ead ;  he  now  held  up  his 
hands  and  implored  the  Britifh  par¬ 
liament  ;  he  conjured  them  by  their 
own  conftftency,  by  the  faith  of 
treaties,  by  the  honour  of  this  na¬ 
tion,  to  do  him  jultice,  to  fulfil 
their  promifes,  and  to  punifh  the 
man  by  whom  he  had  fo  u n de¬ 
fer  vedly  been  facrificed.  Mr,  Burke 
added,  that,  if  the  majority  fhould 
by  their  diflenting  voices,  deprive 
him  of  the  opportunity  to  gather 
up  materials,  indifpenfibly  requifite 
for  the  complete  fubftantiafion  of 
his  charges,  the  great  caule  in. 
which  he  was  engaged  fhould  how¬ 
ever  never  be  ab  indoned ;  he  would 
avail  himfelf  of  the  Mattered  frag¬ 
ments  of  evidence,  and  would  en¬ 
deavour  from  them  to  damp  vali¬ 
dity  upon  his  accusations. 

As  the  friends  of  adminiftratipii 
in  general  appeared  difpofed  topers 
fill  in  the  objection  that  had  been 
dated  by  Mr.  Dundas,  the  advo¬ 
cates  of  the  profecution  were  Very 
importunate  with  them  to  depart 
from  their  determination,  Mr,  Fox 
obferved,  that  there  was  no  beha¬ 
viour  which  could  operate  more 
injurioufiy  to  the  Britifh  interefts, 
than  to  withhold  the  friendfhip  and 
protection  that  was  due  to  our  al* 
lies.  He  obfervedy  that  the  ad¬ 
vantages 
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vantages  of  the  Ehglifh  conftitution 
far  outbalanced  its  diladvantages  ; 
and  that  it  was  one  of  the  leading 
principles  of  that  conllitution,  to 
prefer  the  refporifibiuty  which  be¬ 
longed  to  its  officers  and  fervants, 
to  the  fecrecy  which  was  deemed  fo 
neccffiary  in  other  countries.  He 
warned  the  ho  life,  that  they  would 
do  well  to  reflect  upon  the  fort  of 
precedent  they  were  about  to  lav 
down  in  the  prefent  in  ft  an  ce  ;  and 
he  affirmed,  that  there  could  be  no  t 
enquity  of  a  public  nature,  in  Which 
circumftances  would  not  come  that 
might  better  have  remained  a  fee  ret. 

Mr  .Windham  undertook  coolly 
and  rationally  to  remon  Urate  with  ad- 
miaiftration  upon  the  confequences 
that  would  refult  from  their  coil- 
duel  ;  at  the  fame  time  that  Mr. 
Wilber  force  rofe  on  the  other  fide, 
and  Recommended  to  admintflration 
to  employ  much  circumfpedlion 
and  caution,  before  they  fuffered 
any  papers  to  be  produced,  which 
were  likely  to  do  an  injury  to  the 
«ftate. 

Mr.  Pitt  upon  this  occafion  ap¬ 
peared  folicitous  to  maintain  the 
credit  of  his  impartiality  in  this 
momentous  tranfadlion,  and  he  acfa 
kn o wle dged, th a t  the  gentleman,  who 
had  taken  the  lead  in  the  profee u- 
tion,  had  exprefted  and  acquitted 
himfelf  with  a  degree  of  candour 
and  opennefs  which  redounded  much 
to  his  credit.  But  he  certainly  had 
Hot  offered  areni men ts  of  lufficient 
force  to  evince  the  necefiitv  of  pro¬ 
ducing  thefe  papers.  With  reipedt 
to  the  Maratta  peace,  Mr*  Bailings 
had  negociated  it  at  a  time  when 
a  continuance , of  the  war  would 
have  proved  abfolute  and  inevitable 
■ruin,  and  he  completed  it  with  an 
add  refs  and  ingenuity  that  did  him 
immortal  honour.  In  the  mean 
.time  there  was  one  of  Mr.  Burke’s 
motions  upon  this  which 
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Mr.  Pitt  would  certainly  not  op- 
pofe  ;  he  mearit  that  respecting  the 
ran  a  of  Gohud.  However  he  might 
differ  with  him  refpedti ng  the  pro¬ 
priety  of  this  princess  having  been 
excluded  from  the  benefits  of  the 
peace,  he  certainly  thought  that  in 
this  tranfadtioii  there  was  a  fuffi- 
cient  ground  of  enquiry,  lit  con- 
fequeitce  of  Mr.  Pitt’s  edneeilkm 
this  motion  was  carried)  and  the 
houfe  having  divided,  in  relation 
to  the  queflion  of  granting  the  other 
Maratta  papers,  the  numbers  ap¬ 
peared,  ayes  44,  noe$  87. 

One  of  the  points  mod  Warmly 
cotitefted  in  this  ft  age  of  the  bu  fi¬ 
ll  efs,  was  relative  to  the  papers 
moved  for  by  Mr.  Burke  bn  the 
fix  th  of  March,  rerpe6iing  the  ne- 
gociation  which  Mr,  Haft  m  gs  had 
commenced  with  the  Great  Mogul 
iii  his  capital  of  Debit  in  the  year 
1783;  ill  which  Mr,  Burke  charged 
him,  in  the  fir  ft  place*  with  tranf- 
grefiing  the  fpirit  of  the  refolbtions 
of  the  Britifll  parliament,  againft 
entering  into  engagements  for  often  - 
five  meafures  with  the  princes  ot 
India  ;  and  in  the  next  place  with 
difgracing  the  character  and  good 
faith  of  the  Britifll  nation*  by  be¬ 
traying  and  deferring  the  party  of 
the  Mogul,  after  the  negociation 
had  been  corifiderably  advanced. 
Thefe  papers  were  refilled  by  ad- 
rainiitration,  upon  the  fame  ground 
upon  which  they  had  already  de¬ 
nied  the  Mdratta  papers  ;  and,  in 
vindication  of  the  integrity  of  h’13 
motives,  and  the  innocence  of  the 
documents  in,  queftion,  Mr.  Burke 
read  fevcral  extracts  from  them  as 
a  part  of  his  fpeecn.  The  houfe 
having  divided  upon  the  queftion, 
the  numbers  ftopd,  ayes  34, 
noes  88.  I11  the  mean  time  the 

party,  by  whom  the  profecution  was 
fupp.orted,  difplayed  the  fame  ear- 
neftnefa  upon  this  fubjedk  which 
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they  had  done  in  the  preceding  in- 
ft  a  lice.  The  papers  imhmtly  upon 
the  divilion,  were  moved  for  in  a 
different  form.  In  a  fpeech  Mr. 
Fox  delivered  upon  this  occafion, 
he  indulged  himlelf  in  the  molt 
animated  ftyle  of  exclamation. 
44  What  a  precious  farce,”  cried  he, 
is  daily  acting  within  theie  wall s  ? 
We  fee  the  friends  of  Mr.  Baitings 
affecting  to  be  eager,  that  every 
paper  which  is  called  for  fllould  be 
granted.  We  fee  the  king’s  minif- 
ters  riling  to  declare,  that  nothing, 
which  can  properly  he  granted, 
lb  all  on  any  account  be  refuted. 
We  hear  other  gentlemen,  who  call 
themfclves  independent  men,  fay¬ 
ing,  By  all  means  let  the  houfe 
know  the  whole,  and  be  put  in 
pofleffion  of  every  fpecies  of  infor¬ 
mation.  And  yet  we  fee  the  fame 
men,  all  of  them  dividing  together, 
to  enforce  a  negative  upon  a  mo¬ 
tion  for  the  molt  effential  informa¬ 
tion,  helping  each  other  out  with 
hints  and  whifpers  during  the  de¬ 
bate,  and  pointing  to  matters  appo¬ 
site  to  the  argument  on  their  fide  of 
the  queflion,  juft  as  I  and  my  right 
honourable  friend  would  affift  each 
ether,  when  we  are  maintaining  the 
fame  point,  and  arguing  for  the 
fame  purpofe.” 

So  little  indeed  was  Mr-  Fox 
fatisfied  with  the  decilion  of  the 
houfe  of  commons  upon  the  quef- 
tion  of  the  Dehli  papers,  that  he 
foon after  gave  notice,  that  he  would 
bring  forward  the  bu fine fs  once 
more  for  the  deliberation  of  parlia¬ 
ment  ;  and  accordingly  on  the 
feventeenth  of  March  he  urged  the 
houfe  with  all  the  force  of  his  abi¬ 
lities  in  a  moll  able  fpeech,  to  re¬ 
cede  from  what  he  regarded  as  a 
precipitate  refolution.  He  was  per- 
fedlly  convinced,  that,  previoiifly  to 
all  endeavours  for  the  fuccelsful 
introduction  of  a  motion  for  thefe 
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papers,  he  owed  to  the  houfe  an 
apology,  upon  the  principle,  that  it 
mult  always  prove  indecent,  frivo* 
loufty  to  tre  foals  upon  their  atten- 
tion.  But,  if  ever  he  had  reafon  to 
be  diffatisfied  with  the  decilion  ot 
that  houfe,  if  he  ever  thought  a 
motion  of  the  fir il  importance  te> 
their  honour  and  their  dignity  re¬ 
quired  reconsideration,  it" was  the 
motion  for  the  Dehli  papers  ;  andl 
that  becaufe  the  decilion  which  th® 
houie  had  adopted,  had  proved  a 
decilion  in  the  teeth  of  the  refolu- 
tions,  which  they  had  voted  in  1782, 
and  which  had  reflected  the  higheft 
luftre  upon  the  charaffer  of  Britain. 
In  thofe  refolutions  they  had  held 
out  to  the  country  powers  of  India 
a  code  of  wife,  wholefome  and  fa- 
lutary  laws,  as  the  bafis  of  the  fu¬ 
ture  government  of  the  Britifh  ter¬ 
ritories.  Someperfons  had  fuppofed, 
that  our  government  and  conftitu- 
tion  were  attended  by  certain  dif¬ 
ad  van  rages  with  refpedt  to  their 
intercourfe  with  foreign  Hates,  arif- 
fing  from  the  public  manner  in 
which  many  important  parts  of  our 
adminiflratjon  muff  ueceflarily  be 
condu&ed.  But  from  this  evil,  if 
an  evil  it  were,  a  inoft  important 
good  would  be  found  to  refuit, 
when  it  was  confzdered  how  far  this 
publicity  tended  to  create  a  cons¬ 
cience  in  all  other  nations,  and  how 
ftrongly  it  contributed  to  bind  us  to 
certain  defined  and  fpecific  modes 
of  political  conduct.  From  hence 
it  a  role,  that  we  could  lay  down  a 
particular  fyftem  of  proceeding,  the 
due  obfervation  of  which  all  thofe 
hates  might  reafonably  expefft  ;  an 
advantage  not  in  the  power  of  any 
arbitrary  government.  Ror  if 
king  were  to  iffue  an  edi.ff,  fetting 
forth  the  principles  by  which  he 
intended  to  conduct :  himlelf  with 
refpedt  to  foreign  nations,  it  would- 
be  fscejved  Only  as,  a  notification  of 

the 
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the  ’Will 'of  the  mini  tier  of  the  day, 
who  by  death  or  difgrace  might 
lofe  his  iituation,  and  leave  room  for 
a  fuccefifor  of  different .  fentimentq 
and  who  might  purfae  a  different 
line  of  conduct.  With  us  on  the 
contrary,  when  the  Britifh  houfe 
of  commons  pubiifhed  a  fyftern  of 
foreign  adminiftration,  they'not  only 
committed  the  whole  nation  jin  the 
perfons  of  their  reprefen tatives, 
bat  bound  individually,  as  well  all 
thofe  who  had  already  been  minif- 
ters,  and-  enjoyed  a  profpedt  of 
being  fo  for  many  years  to  come, 
as  thofe  who  were  fo  at  prepent. 
That  he  might  if  polfible  ftill  more 
flrongly  imprefs  the  houfe  with  a 
proper  idea  of  the  magnitude  of  the 
tluty  which  they  had  engaged  to 
perform  when  they  voted  the  refo- 
littions  of  1 7 3 n ^  Mr.  Fox  fhould 
not  he ii tare  to  defcribe  them  as 
meafures  of  a  peculiar  nature,  and 
affording,  he  believed,  the  firft  in¬ 
stance,  in  which  that  houfe  had 
thought  it  became  them  td  depart  fo 
far  out  of  their  immediate  province, 
as  to  interfere  with  any  part  of  the 
exercife  of  the  executive  govern¬ 
ment;  a  circumfiance,  to  which  they 
would  certainly  have  never  eon- 
fented,  had  they  not  imagined  that 
the  extraordinary  complexion  of  the 
cafe  authorifed  a  deviation  from 
common  precedents  and  ellabliflied 
practice. 

Mr.  Fox  declared,  thateffential  as 
thefe  papers  were,  if  they  were  not 
granted,  Mr.  Burke  would  Fill  be 
211  poifeffion  of  fuflicient  materials 
to  prove  and  rh.ike  good  every  thing, 
which  he  had  ever  advanced  re- 
jfpedting  the  delinquency  of  the  late 
governor  -  general  of  India.  His 
ehar&fter  therefore  was  fafe  and  on 
llioi d ;  and  Mr.  Fox  wifhed  the 
character  of  that  houfe  to  be  equally 
out  of  the  reach  of  calumny  and 
mifre-prefentiitien*  It  was  for  this 


reafon,  that  he  had  again  called  for 
the  Dehli  papers,  and  that  he  would 
now  enter  into  a  brief  examination 
of  the  realons  upon  which  they 
had  once  been  refufed.  It  had  been 
flated  by  Mr.  Pitt  in  the  firft  place* 
that  the  papers  were  not  eilentiai 
to  the  charge  againft  Mr.  Haftings^ 
that  they  proved  nothing,  and  that 
Mr*  Haftings  had  not  authorifed 
major  Browne  to  enter  into  a  treaty 
with  the  Mogul  ;  and  fecondiy* 
that  they  involved  in  them  fecrets, 
the  divulging  of  which  would  tend 
to  Induce  eonfequences,  dangerous 
to  the  general  in  ter  efts  of  the  Bn- 
tifli  nation.  For  the  refutation  of 
the  firft  of  thefe  points,  Mr.  Fox- 
might  reft  his  argument  upon  the 
language  of  major  Browne’s  letters 
to  the  governor-general.  The  ex- 
preffions  of  the  refident  were  deci- 
live  and  emphatical.  “  We  have 
offered  to  treat  ;  he  hns  accepted  : 
we  have  annexed  conditions ;  he 
has  approved  of  them.”  Thefe 
words  proved  ineonteflibly  that  the 
treaty  commenced  in  a  voluntary 
offer  on  our  part ;  and  the  ftibfe- 
quent  words  in  which  major  Browne 
proceeded  to  urge  Mr.  Haftings,  for 
the  fake  of  the  good  faith,  the  mo¬ 
rality  and  the  juftiee  of  the  Britifh 
nation,  to  fend  troops  to  the  aluft- 
ance  of  the  Mogul,  in  order  to  lay 
liege  to  certain  diftrkfts  of  his-  conn- 
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try,  proved  in  the  fame  unanfwer- 
able  manner  that  the  treaty  was  a 
treaty  of  offenfive  alliance.  It  was 
evident,  that  the  refolutions  of  that 
houfe  had  been  trampled  upon  and 
contemned  by  Mr.  Haftings  ill  this 
inftance  ;  and  it  was  more  than 
matter  of  fufpicion,  that  the  treaty, 
at  the  time  when  it  was  begun,  was 
never  intended  to  be  concluded.  In 
the  former  debate  upon  this  fubjeft, 
when  he  h'ad  complained  that  Mr. 
Haftings  had  infringed  upon  the 
authority  of  the  holds  pf  commons. 
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Mr.  Pitt  had  thought  proper  to  fay 
acrofs  the  houfe,  that  the  treaty  in 
queilion  had  never  been  complet¬ 
ed.  Mr.  Fox  afked,  whether  he  was 
entitled  from  thofe  words  to  con¬ 
clude  that  it  was  taken  as  a  merit, 
that  the  company’s  le wants  in 
India  got  into  this  dilemma.  They 
violated  the  refolutions  of  the 
ho ufe  by  commencing  a  treaty,  and 
they  violated  the  national  faith  by 
deceiving  the  Mogul,  and  refilling 
to  conclude  the  treaty  which  was 
begun.  They  proved  to  the  princes 
of  Indodan  on  the  one  hand  how 
little  fecurity  was  afforded  them  by 

the  vaunted  code  of  laws  of  1782  ; 
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ana  on  the  other  hand,  how  little 
fafety  was  to  be  acquired  by  enter¬ 
ing  into  treaties  of  alliance  with 
the  Rritifh  government  in  India. 
Mr.  Fox  felt  himfelf  thoroughly 
ju (lined  in  alferting,  that,  in  fpite 
of  any  narrow  principle,  which 
temporary  diltrefs  or  local  circum- 
ilances  might  feem  to  demand,  it 
ill  became  a  nation  of  great  weight 
and  character  like  Great  Britain,  to 
depart  from  general  fy items  found¬ 
ed  in  wifdom  and  juflice,  for  the 
fake  of  any  petty  and  momentary 
con  federations. 

With  refpeef  to  the  ground  of 
the  reiufai  of  the  papers,  on  the 
plea  that  their  production  would 
betray  feme  lecrets  of  negociation, 
the  divulging  of  which  might  prove 
dangerous  to  the  tranquility  of  the 
powers  of  Indoflan,  what  was  the 
language  of  this  reafoning,  but  to 
fay  to  the  princes  of  India,  We 
know  that  our  feryants  have  com¬ 
mitted  delinquencies,  apd  we  are 
convinced  that  they  have  broken 
faith  with  you  ;  but  we  mull  not 
enq  u ire  into  their  condufl,  becaufe 
that  would  betray  Bate  fecrets,  that 
would  develope  political  rnyfieries, 
which  mull  be  kept  fhcred  ?  Would 
not  every  man  in.  India  laugh  at  id 
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ahfurd  a  reafon  for  refilling  to  do 
juflice  ?  Would  it  not  plainly  ap¬ 
pear,  that  the  board  of  control 
and  that  houfe  were  following  the 
exaCl  Peps  of  the  old  courts  of  di¬ 
rectors  ?  that  they  were  laying 
down  complete  fyfleras  of  their 
ethics  in  their  orders  and  refolu¬ 
tions,  but  refilling  to  take  the  only 
means  poffible  to  enforce  their  per* 
formance  ?  The  effect  of  fuch  a 
conduct  was  too  manifeft  to  need 
illuftration.  Inltead  of  reformation 
in  India,  it  would  encourage  abulh 
and  increafe  delinquency.  Mr. 
Fox  alluded  to  What  had  lately 
palled  in  India,  refpeCting  the  debt* 
of  the  nabob  of  Arcot ;  and  af¬ 
firmed,  that,  fo  far  from  the  ceeono- 
mical  management  of  the  revenues 
being  made  an  objedt  of  attention, 
new  loans  were  at  this  time  gains 
on,  and  new  debts  contracting.  In 
a  word,  by  fuch  a  conduct  as  that 
which  was  now  held,  the  board  of 
control  and  the  houfe  of  commons 
would  become  an  five r able  for  hav¬ 
ing  Inhered  the  fervants  of  the  Ea-ft 
India  company  to  believe,  that  they 
were  fecure  from  enquiry,  and 
out  of  the  reach  of  puniihment* 
What  was  the  tendency  of  the  late 
vote,  but  to  put  it  in  the  power  of 
the  mini  Per  £0  interfere  in  every 
invefligation,  and  by  his  fingles 
• veto  defeat  the  aim  of  that  houfe 
in  the  exercife  of  its  firft,  great, 
conflitutional  ch  a  rafter,  that  of  the 
grand  inquefl  of  the  nation  ?  Armed 
with  fuch  a  power,  to  what  lengths 
might  not  a  mini  Her  proceed  ? 
Every  criminal,  however  notorious 
his  delinquencies,  however  numer¬ 
ous  his  crimes,  however  injurious 
to  the  national  honour,  would  only 
have  to  fecure  the  protection  of  the 
treafury  to  be  able  to  laugh  at  ac- 
cufation,  and  fet  conviction  at  de¬ 
fiance. 

Mr.  Pitt  replied  to  the  fpeech  of  Mr. 

Fox. 
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F©-x»  '  He  "agreed  with,  a’  mo  ft  every  and  delicacy  as  pollible,  overtures 
one  of  his  principles as  well  with  of  an  alliance, and  applications  for  af- 
refpect  to  the  policy  of  the  Eaft  /Stance  from  the  court  of  the  Mogul, 
Ihoitm  government,  as  with  refpebt  but  was  expreffiy  forbidden  to  eh- 
ro  the  right  and  duty  of-  that  fhoufe  ter  into  any  pofitive  engagements, 
to  enquire  into  all  the  abules  which  till  he  fhould  have  referred  to  the 
ft light  ariie  in  it..;  but  in  the  con-  council  the  propofals  that  were 
clulions  which  he  had  drawn  from  made.  Such  was  the  objeft  of  ma- 
thefe  principles,  he  widely  and  jor  Browne’s  million,  and  the  con- 
completoly  differed  from  him.  Mr.  fequence  was  the  alienation  of  the 
Pitt  undertook  to  fhdw,  that  in  the  inclinations  of  the  Mogul  from 
p  re  lent  infrance  there  had  been  no  the  party  of  Tippoo  Saib,  and  of 
alliance  either  formed  .or  autho-  France.  With  refpeff  to  the  letter 
tiz-Cd.  by  Mr.  Haftings.  To  judge  in  queffiton,  Mr,  Pitt  treated  it  as 
the  merits  of  the  t  ran  faction  the  un-authenticated  effufion  of  a 
which  -  had  been 'To  ffrongly  dif-  chimerical  projector,  that  could  net- 
puted,  it  was  neceffary  to  recoiled!  ther  defervethe  credit  of  the  houfe? 
the  period  in  which  it  had '  taken  nor  affedh  .the  charadler  of  Mr. 
place.  A  ffioft  dangerous  .attack  Bakings. 

was  made  on  the  company’s  polfef-  Mr.  Pitt  exerted  himfelf  to  de- 
lions,  by  the  European  enemy  of  fend  the  charadler  of  fecrecy,  to 
this  country,  in  conjunction  with  which  the  papers  in  queilion  were 
the  moft  formidable  of  all  the  intitled.  If  indeed  he  were  de- 
princes  of  India,  Tippoo  Saib.  The  termined  to  prove  to  the  houfe* 
lair-  mentioned  prince,  well  know-  that  the  papers  were  really  danger- 
ing  the  influence  which  the  name  ous,  and  improper  to  be  made  pub- 
of  the,  Mogul  had  upon  the  feelings  lie,  he  could  do  it  in  a  very  Ihort 
and  the.  piejudices  of  his  country-  and  compendious  way,  to  which 
men,  exercifed  all  his  endeavours  however  he  confeffed  that  he* felt: 
to  ..bring  him  over  to:  his  in-terefts  ;  himfelf  particulaily  averfe.  This 
and,  if  he  had  fucceeded,  an  infur-  method  was  by  producing  them; 
mountable  addition  would  have  for  he  would  undertake  to  lay,  that 
been  made  to  the  difficulties  under  were  they  to  be  read  by  the  mtm- 
which  the  Englifh  government  had  bers  there  could  be  but  one  opinion 
to  druggie.  The  Mogul  had  re-  upon  them,  that  of  cenfure  againlt 
j  cently  loff  his  :  miniffier,  a  perfon  him  for  confenting'to. gram  papers, 
highly  ferviceabie  to  the  Briti/h  fo  extremely  delicate,  and  fo  likely 
ad  mi  nil!  rat  ion,  as  he  was  clofely  to  injure  our  interests  in  India,  by 
connected  in  frkndfhip  with  the  fcxpoiing  to  each  other  the  views 
nabob  vifier  of  Oude,  the  decided  and  confidergtions-  under  which  the 
favourer  of  this  country.  In  this  princes  of  that  country  had  abfed 
lituatibn  it  was  determined  by  the  in  their  arrangements with  us.  He 
unanimous  voice  of  the  council,  to  had  been  cal  ed  upon  to  point  out 
fend  an  ambaffador  to  Dehli,  in  how*  tire  produblion  of  the  papers 
order  to  fecu-re  as  much  as  poffible  would. prove  dangerous ;  but  iureiy 
an. amicable  dilpontion  in  that  court,  by  making  the  attempt  -  he  fhoylct 
To  this emba.lt,  major. -Browne.  was  Ikeraliy  incur  the  danger,  -Was  it 
•appointed,  by  Mrt  Fiaftihgaf  and  by-  ,  poffible  to  explain  the  dl  efffbts  of 
<  his  .inffrud-ians  he  :ws$  directed  to  c-QinmuB.icati.ng  feci:etsv  wkhbut-v>  in. 
encourage  with -as -  rauch-  addsefs .  &  great; ‘meafurc,  •difeloffing  the  fo 
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crcts  themfelves  ?  He  had  already 
laid  as- -much,  perhaps  more,  than 
could  with  fafety  be  uttered  upon 
the  fubjedt,  and  doubtlefs,  if  he 
con  faked  his  eafe  rather  than  his 
duty,  lie  mail  wifh  at  once  to  fub- 
fnit  the  papers  to  public  animad- 
verlion.  Indeed,  when  he  confi- 
dered,  that  asy  et  all  the  documents 
that  had- been  granted  were  of  a  na- 
fare  calculated  to  fupport  the 
charges  againft  Mr.  Railings,  and 
•that  thofe  now  moved  for  .were 
fueh  'as  would  place  in  a  confpT 
cuous  point  of  view  the  moil  me¬ 
ritorious  and  brilliant  part  of  his 
adminillfetion,  he  could  not  avoid, 
from  motives  of  companion  and 
juitice,  lamenting,  that,  in  compli¬ 
ance  with  his  diityy  ■  he  muft  objedt 
'to  their  produbfiom. 

•  MK  She  tid  ati  contra  {led  the  con* 
d'u £1  Of  adminiil ration  in  the  pre- 
.  lent  in-ulnce,  with  the  proceedings 
of  Mh.-.tkmdas  in  17$  .!  and  1782, 
when  he-  had  formed  his  motions 
for  documents  in  the  breaded,  and 
hiod  general  words,  calling  for  a!l 
the  papers  relating  to  the  revenue, 
and  all  the  papers  relating  to  the 
civil  government.  At  that  time, 
though  it  tCas  a  time  of  war,  no¬ 
body  dreamed  of  a  Secret  refpecring 
■India.-  When  the  conduct  of  lord 
Clive  Was  under  difctiliidn,  when 
every  other  Indian  enquiry  was 
profeouted,  this  difeovery  had  not 
beep  Id  much  as  fufpebted.  It  had 
not  been  imagined  that  there  could 
be  a  date  tec ret  in-  India  till  the 
year  1 78 5.-  It  was,  Mr.  Sheridan 
added,  down  right  nonfenfe  to  talk 
with  a  grave  face  about  feerecy, 
and  the  dangerous  tendency  of  let¬ 
ting  the  papers  be  feen,  when  not 
only  it 'was  well  k  own  what  were 
their  contents,  but  when  they  were 
acquainted-  with  evert  t  ran  fact  ion 
to  which  they 'alluded.  He  entered 
into  ibme  detail  in  order  to  con- 
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vince  the  houfe,  that  thefe  letters 
would  cdablifh  a  mod  extraordinary 
ferics  of  duplicity,-.  ■  and  an  un¬ 
paralleled  intricacy  of  con  duff  in 
the  procedure  of  Mr.  Hailings. 
Mr.  Sheridan  alked,  what  could  be 
the  reafon  of  the  backwardnefs  of 
Mr.  Dundas,  who  had  built  his 
fame  on  what  he  had  done  as  a 
conductor  of  Indian  enquiries  ? 
Was  it,  becaufe  he  thought  to  fecure 
the  ixtuation  he  had  acquired  by 
prolecutmg*  one  delinquent,  that 
he  took  pains  to  profebt  another  ? 
or  was  it  from  a  kind  of  gratitude 
to  Halt  Indian  delinquency,  to  which 
he  had  been  fo  much  obliged,  that 
he  chofe  to  be  the  friend  qf  Mr. 
Haitings,  and  would  nor,  as  it 
were,  kick  down  the  ladder  upon 
which  he  had  rilen  ?  The  motion 
for  the  Dehli  papers  was  farther 
fupported  by  lord  North  ;  and  ma¬ 
jor  Scott  entered  into  con  fide  table 
detail  in  defence  of  the  negociatlon. 
The  houfe  having  divided  upon  the 
quell] on,  there  appeared  ayes,  for 
the  production  ot  the  papers,  7.3, 
noe.s,  140. 

During  the  debates  upon  thefe 
papers,  a  fubject  was  brought  for¬ 
ward  by  major  Scott,  which  has 
iince  been  repeatedly  fuggefted  to 
the  attention  of  the  public.  He 
dated  to  th  ehonfe,  that,  in  all  the 
proceedings  again  it  Mr.  Railings, 

and  a  mi  dll  all  the  ab life  oou red  out 

•  ■*-  > 

again  ft  him,  he  had  never  enter¬ 
tained  the  final  left  app  rehen  non  s, 
or  made  any  overtures  of  accom¬ 
modation.  On  the  other  hand, 
when 'Mr.  Fox  brought  in  his  India 
bill,  an  intimation  was  given  him 
in  a  private  convcrfat ion  which  had 
paired  with  a  perfon  of  .authority, 
that  matters  might  be  accommo¬ 
dated-;  and  he  made  no  doubt,  had 
Mr.  Haflings  then  come  home,  he 
would  have  heard  nothing"  of  this 
calumny,  and  all  thefe  ferious  ac¬ 
id  2  cu  fat  ions. 


t 


C’4  ft  i-  1  T  1  ! 

cufations.  Mr.  Fox  immediately 
i-olc,  arid’'  faid,  that,  oil  a  fubjedt 
which  concerned  his  honour  anil 
Bis  character,  he  Would  not  hefftate 
a  moment  to  offer  himlelff  again  to 
the  houie,  though  he  Had  already 
fpokeri  more  than  once  iri  the  courfe 
of  the  debate  d  He  would  fir  ft  pre- 
tnife,  that  at  iio  period  had  any 
offers  been  made  to  him,  either  by 
Mr.  Haffings  or  his  agents,  in  or¬ 
der  to  bring  about  an  accommoda¬ 
tion,  for  if  there  had,  he  would 
inftantly  have  treated  them  with 
the  mbit  abfolute  and  peremptory 
refufal.  At  the  fame  time  he  would 
aftert  upon  his  honour,  that  no 
propoliil  whatever  was  made  to  Mr. 
Haffings  or  his  friends  with  either 
his  knowledge  or  concurrence,  and 
he  was  well  allured  that  no  fuch 
propofal  had  ever  come  from  any 
of  his  colleagues.  Indeed  it  fre- 
quently  happened,  that  during  the 
confultations  that  he  held  on  the 
ilibjefft  of  his  India  bill,  it  had 
been  intimated  to  him  that  it  would 
he  better  to  drop  all  proceedings 
againft  Mr.  Haffings,  as  being  a 
powerful  enemy ;  but  he  would 
never  content  to  liffen  to  any  ad¬ 
vances  of  this  nature. 

Mr.  Sheridan,  the  perfon  prin¬ 
cipally  concerned  in  the  t  ran  faction 
to  which  major  Scott  had  alluded, 
entered  into  no  explanation  of  the 
matter  on  that  day,  but  immedi- 
arely  had  an  interview  with  the 
perfon  who  had  gone  from  him  to 
major  Scott,  in  order  to  make  him- 
ffelf  more  clearly  underitood,  it 
would  be  rieceflary  for  him  to  ftate 
a  little  of  ferrie  opinions,  which  ho 
fed  hitherto  ever  referred  within 
his  oven  mind.  With  fbgard  to 
India  affairs',  he  had  thought  that 
there  uefe  but  two  kinds  of  con- 
duff  to  be  purfued.  The  one  was 
To  recall  Mr.  Haffings  inftantly  by 
die  ftrong  arm  of  parliament,  and 


>  H  a  Is r  6 

pnnifn  him  exemplarity  ;  the  other 
to  bring  in  an  India  bill,  in  which, 
oh  grounds  of  expediency,  on  .ac¬ 
count  of  the  dines  not  hearing  lb 
ffrong  a  meafufc,  and  front  the  dif- 
fere  nee  of  opinion  which  prevail  ed 
Upon  the  iubject,  no  retrofpecl 
fhould  be  had,  but  all  the  dailies 
fhould  look  to  the  future.  With 
thefe  fenriments,  when  the  India 
bill  of  Mr.  Fox  was  preparing, 
and  while  he  was  fecretary  to  the 
treafury,  he  had  comrnimoned  a 
friend  to  go  to  major  Scott,  to  know 
whether  Mr.  Haffings  would  coins 
home,  if  recalled  by  adminiftranon. 
In  the  courfe  of  the  converiatioa. 
which  he  had  had  with  his  friend, 
the  intended  India  bill  was  certainly 
mentioned,  but  without  the  moil 
diftant  idea  of  conveying  to  tho 
major  a  proportion  upon  the  fub¬ 
ject.  Major  Scott  admitted  the 
truth  of  this  reprefentation,  and 
thanked  Mr.  Sheridan  for  the  fair- 
nefs  with  which  he  ftatedthe  tranl- 
action .  He  had  laboured  unde  fa 
miffake  ever  frnce  the  converiation. 
had  palled,  but  from  the  authority 
of  the  gentleman  who  had  been  the 
medium  upon  this  occaffon,  he  was 
now  bound  to  acknowledge,  that 
there  had  been  in  the  affair  no  IdeA 
of  a  corUprOmife. 

In  the  interval  between  the  dif¬ 
ferent  debates  upon  the  Dehli  pa¬ 
pers,  the  preliminaries  of  the  inf 
tended  impeachment  were  not  de¬ 
layed,  Oh  Thurkhiy  the  ninth  of 
March  it  wars  moved  by  Mr.  Francis, 
in  the  a b fence *  of  Mr.  Burke,  that 
a  certain  f  election  of  the  papers 
which  had  been  laid  upon  the  fable 
fhould  be  printed.  Mr,  Francis 
having  at  the  fatne  time  fuggeffed 
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to  major  Scott  the  expediency  6f  a 
ftmiiar  feleCfton  being'  made  in  fa¬ 
vour  of  Mr.  Haffings^  the-  major 
moved  that  hill  the  papers  fhould 
b  h  P  m\  t e  d  wit  h  out  Sr  ferirffi h  dtlbh . 

He 
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He  was  forry  to  involve  the  public 
in  fo  conliderable  an  expence  ;  but 
he  felt  it  impoflible  to  make  a  fe- 
leClion,and  he  conceived,  that  there 
was  not  one  of  the  documents, 
which  would  not  contribute  to 
jollity  and  illuflrate  the  merit  of 
the  conduct  of  Mr.  Haftings.  Four 
days  after  this  motion,  Mr.  Francis 
moved,  that,  with  a  view  to  the 
fubjedt  of  the  impeachment,  to  the 
difcuffion  of  Mr.  Dundas’s  India 
bill,  and  the  examination  of  the 
great  meafure  of  the  intended  fink¬ 
ing  fund,  the  houfe  fiiouid  be  call¬ 
ed  over  on  that  day  three  weeks. 
Major  Scott  hoped,  that  upon  this 
occafiou  fame  ailli ranee  would  be 
given  by  Mr.  Burke  of  his  bringing 
forward  his  impeachment  near  the 
time  of  the  propofed  call,  Mr. 
Burke  replied,  that  the  going 
through  a  period  of  thirteen  years, 
collecting  the  facts  relative  to  the 
fubjeft  during  that  time,  and  ar¬ 
ranging  them  in  the  form  of  a 
charge,  was  a  matter  of  no  eafy 
aecorapiifimient,  The  period  how¬ 
ever  that  be  would  name  for  this 
bu finds  was  the  day  of  the  call. 
Fie  would  then  move,  that  the 
houfe  fiiouid  refolve  itfelf  into  a 
committee  on  the  papers  which  had 
been  produced  in  relation  to  the  go¬ 
vernment  of  Mr.  Haitings,  and  he 
would  fubmit  to  them  what  he  had 
collected  from  verbal  teftimony 
upon  the  fiibjedt,  The  next  day 
he  gave  in  a  fill  of  the  perfons,  for 
whofe  attendance  he  fiiouid  move  at 
the  bar  of  the  houfe.  On  the 
tiventy-fourrh  of  March,  major 
Scott  made  a  motion  for  papers 
which  he  had  long  promifed.  The 
chief  object  of  this  motion  was  to 
prove,  that  the  directors  had  given 
no  orders,  and  pronounced  no  cen- 
ifure  in  regard  to  Mr.  Hafiings’s 
treatment  of  the  raja  of  Benares, 
from  the  month  of  May  I-  7  7  9*  when 


they  received  an  account  of  it,  to 
the  month  of  October  « y S 3 »  Mr,, 
Sheridan  ob  erred,  that  major  Scott 
was  well  aware,  that  the  anfyver  to 
his  motion  would  prove  a  non  efi 
inventus,  and  that  it  might  perhaps 
tend  to  demonflrate,  how  unfit  the 
directors  were  for  their  fiations,  but 
was  in  no  degree  calculated  to  ex« 
cuipate  Mr.  Hafiings.  But  motions 
from  different  fides  of  the  houfe 
were  fated  to  receive  a  very  different 
encouragement. 

On  the  third  of  April,  in  pur-* 
fuance  of  the  notice  which  had 
been  given,  the  houfe  refolved  it- 
feif  into  a  committee,  having  pre- 
vioufly  referred  to  that  committee 
the  reports  of  the  fecret  and  felefl 
committees,  and  the  other  papers 
which  had  been  laid  upon  the 
ble,  in  relation  to  Mr.  Hafiings, 
Mr.  Burke  immediately  moved  for 
the  introduction  of  the  witnefles, 
who  had  been  ordered  to  attend  the 
houfe  on  that  day,  and  obferved, 
that  it  was  his  intention  to  examine 
them,  for  the  purpofe  of  authenti¬ 
cating  certain  papers,  which  were 
already  in  his  poifeifion,  relative  to 
the  trail  factions  or  Oude  with  re¬ 
gard  to  the  treatment  of  the  royal 
family,  the  imprifqnment  of  the 
mother  and  grand-mother  of  the 
nabob,  and  the  putting  other  per- 
Ions  of  quality  in  fetters,  with  a 
view  to  extort  furns  of  money  from 
them.  The  papers  ought  to  have 
been  at  the  India  houfe.  tie  fiiouid 
therefore  eftablifii  the  authenticity 
of  thefe  papers  by  oral  evidence, 
as  well  for  the  fake  of  enabling  him 
to  lay  them  on  the  table,  as  of 
proving,  that  the  governor-genera! 
had  withheld  Inch  papers  of  impor¬ 
tance  from  his  employers  at  home., 
as  it  was  his  unqueftionable  duty  to 
have  communicated. 

S:r  Lloyd  Kenyon,  mailer  of  the 
rolls,  oppofed  the  motion  of  Mr. 
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Burke.  He  was  not  much  ac- 
quainied  ivith  the  forms  of  proceed¬ 
ing;  of  that  houfe  in  criminal  mat¬ 
ters  ;  but  he  well  knew,  that  it 
was  the  practice  oi  the  grand,  in- 
queft  of  every  county,  when  a  cri¬ 
minal  profecution  was  brought  be¬ 
fore  them,  to  hear  a  lpecific  charge 
firif,  and  then  go  into  the  evidence, 
in  order  to  the  finding  a  biil  of  in- 
didtment.  He  flrould  fuppofe,  that 
fomething  analogous  to  this  prac¬ 
tice  did,  or  ought  to  obtain  in  re- 
fpedt  of  criminal  profecutions  car¬ 
ried  on  by  the  houfe.  He  warned 
them  to  proceed  with  the  mo'ft  deli¬ 
berate  and  impartial  circumfpeddon, 
when  the  bufinefs  was  in  the  hands 
of  a  perfon  of  fo  great  and  acknow¬ 
ledged  abilities,  and  when  the  whole 
power  and  weight  of  parliament 
were  about  to  be  brought  to  prefs 
upon  an  individual.  As  the  perfon 
who  conduced  the  profecution  was 
known  to  poffefs  as  much  candour 
as  any  man  living,  to  that  he  fhould 
venture  to  appeal,  whether  it  would 
not  be  fair  in  refpedt  to  the  fup- 
poied  delinquent,  that;  the  charge 
ihouid  in  feme  fort  at  leaf!:  be  fpe- 
cified.  He  had  fully  expe&ed, 
when  lie  came  down  to  the  houfe, 
to  have  heard  Mr.  Burke  date  the 
charges  which  he  meant  to  bring 
forward,  that  he  and  others  might 
be  enabled  to  judge  fiow  far  the 
parole  evidence  to  be  produced  at 
the  bar,  bore  upon  the  charge,  as 
well  as  whether  the  charge  was  of 
a  criminal  nature,  and  fuch  as  it 
became  the  dignity  and  juftice  of 
that  houfe  to  entertain.  The  fug- 
geftions  of  fir  Lloyd  Keynon  were 
Supported  by  the  folicitor-general, 
the  lord-advocate  of  Scotland,  and 
Mr.  Nichols. 

Mr.  Burke  anfvvered,  that  fo 
mb  eh.  did  he  admire  and  refpedt 
wifdom,  that  he  would  bow  even 
to  late  wifdom.  But  furely3  if 
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learned  gentlemen  of  great  weight 
and  authority,  becattle  at  the  head 
of  their  profefiion,  inflead  of  com¬ 
ing  down  fo  late  in  the  prog  refs  q£ 
the  proceeding,  in  order  to  fet  thes 
houle  right,  and  guide  their  heps 
in  the  bufinefs,  had  been  fo  good  as 
to  have  let  them  have  the  benefit 
of  their  fuperior  legal  knowledge 
a  little  earlier,  their  conduct  would 
have  been  more  kind,  and  their  be¬ 
haviour  more  friendly  to  the  houfe, 
and  to  him.  Sir  Lloyd  Kenyon 
had  talked  of  the  weight  of  that 
houfe  being  employed  to  crufh  an 
individual.  He  might  reft  allured, 
that  neither  would  that  houfe  fuf- 
fer  its  weight  to  be  ufed  in  the 
Ulijuft  preffure  of  an  individual,  nor 
would  he  attempt  to  employ  it  for 
any  fuch  purpofe.  But  in  tparh, 
the  weight  of  the  houfe  in  the  pro¬ 
fecution  of  an  Eaft  Indian  delin¬ 
quent,  was  not  to  be  confidered  as 
of  fo  dreadful  a  nature.  The  loins 
of  the  houfe  upon  a  criminal, 
weighed  not  fo  much  as  the  little 
finger  of  the  law,  nor  was  It  fo 
likely  to  erufli  him  to  the  earth. 
For  hiiilfelf,  he  intended,  through 
the  Whole  of  the  proceeding,  to 
fhew  himfeU  as  open  as  poffible, 
more  fo  Than  perhaps  was  well  for 
the  part  which  he  had  undertaken. 
With  this  view  he  had,  in  the  very 
outfet  pF  the  bufinefs,  laid  down 
the  grounds  of  fa 61  in  a  general 
manner,  upon  which  he  was  in¬ 
duced  to  prefume  guilt  of  a  great 
and  enormous  nature  in  the  govern¬ 
ment  of  India  i  and,  upon  the 
hearing  ot  which,  the  houfe  had 
not  ventured,  except  in  one  or  two 
in  fiances,  to  refufe  him  the  papers 
for  which  he  afked.  In  Compli¬ 
ment  to  fir  Lloyd  Kenyon,  Mr. 
Burke  would  again  read  the  lum¬ 
inary  pf  the  principal  fadhs  in  re- 
ipedt  ot  the  conduct  of  the  Britifh 
ip  the  province  of  Oude,  to  which 
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fee  meant  iolely  to  confine  him  felt 
his  firft  enquiry.  Mr.  Burke 
concluded  with  enumerating  the 
deferent  ite ps  which  had  already 
been  taken  in  the  buliaefs.  The 
papers  for  which  he  had  called, 
were  many  of  them  granted.  He 
had  then  moved  for  a  committee  ot 
the  whole  houfe,  for  the  purpofe 
©f  hearing  certain  witneffes.  The 
witneffes  had  been  ordered  to  at¬ 
tend,  and  they  were  at  this  mo¬ 
ment  ill  a  committee,  with  a  view 
to  the  calling  in  and  examining 
them.  Any  thing  therefore  which 
the  mailer  of  the  rolls  had  to  fug¬ 
ged  againd  the  form  and  order  of 
their  proceedings,  mud  amount  to 
g  cenfure  of  that  houfe  ;  and  -he 
warned  them  to  be  careful  of  their 
own  honour,  and  by  no  means  to 
appear  defirous  of  retraining  evi¬ 
dence,  or  preventing  full  informa¬ 
tion  upon  the  iubjedt. 

Sir  Lloyd  Kenyon  exprefsly  dii- 
elaimed  the  idea,  that  himfejU  and 
the  gentlemen  of  the  law  had  been 
brought  down  upon  that  day  for 
the  purpofe  of  preventing  the  wit- 
nefies  from  being  examined.  On 
the  contrary  he  protefted,  that  he 
had  come  with  the  expectation  to 
have  heard  the  charges  dated  by 
Mr.  Burke.  The  produ&ion  of 
thefe  charges,  he  t  ruffed,  would  in 
fume  meafures  counteract  the  ex¬ 
hibition  of  intinuauons  and  libels, 
upon  which  it  had  been  ufual  for 
tte.c  courts  «f  law  1  eve  rely  to  ani¬ 
madvert  in  innilar . cafes.  Sir  Lloyd 
Key  non  particularly  alluded  to  a 
pamphlet,  containing  a  letter  of  Mr. 
Huftmgs,  upon  the  fubjed  of  money 
privately  received,  aud  which  lie 
Lid  ayn fed  to  the  account  of  the 
company,  for  the  purpofe  of  paying 
himfclf  certain  arrears,  which  he 
Confide  red  as  due  to  him.  Tips 
letter  was ;  accompanied  with  many 
fevere  and  acrimonious  remdrkp, 
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and  had  .been  fent  anonymoutly  to 
many  members  of  that  houfe.  The 
pamphlet  Swa,s  .given,  ,by .  yuynqur  to 
Mr.  Francis, .  and  it  was.. treated  by 
major  Scott  with  the  ffrpngefi:  epi¬ 
thets  of  iniquity  and  infamy.  The 
fpeaker.  of  the  houfe  of  commons 
upon  this  oeeafion,  fup parted  the 
motion  .of  the  mafter  of  the  tolls, 
and  declared,  that  he  did  not  think 
the  committee  competent  to  the 
hearing  of  evidence.  The  queflioa 
however  was  not  tamely  given  up. 
by  oppoiltion  ;  and  the  examination 
of  the  witneffes  was  farther  urged  by 
fir  Grey  Cooper,  Mr.  We; bore  Eills, 
and  Mr.  Fox.  Mr,  Sheridan  o  fi¬ 
fe  r  ved  in  reply  to  the  fjoeaker,  that, 
it  the  committee  were  rightly  to  ad¬ 
here  to  forms,  they  had  it  not  in 
their  power  to  receive  any 'charge, 
though  it  were  adiually  exhibited  * 
and  in  confirmation  of  this  opinion 
he  defined  that  the  order  for  the 
houfe  to  go  into  a  committee  might 
be  read.  The  idea  ot  Mr.  Sheridan 
appeal's  in  fame  meafure  to  have 
been  admitted,  iince,  the  queltion  for 
the  he  lying  of  witneffes  having 
been  carried  in  the  negative,  Mr. 
Burke  the  next  day  laid  his  charges 
upon  the  table  of  the  houfe,  when 
the  fpeaker  was  in  the  chair. 

T  i  i  e  ,c h  arges,  w hich , M r.  Bu rke 
exhibited  in  the  courfe  of  the 
month  of  April,  amounted  to  .twen¬ 
ty-one  ;  and  a  farther  additional 
one,  the  compoiition  of  Mr,  Fran¬ 
cis,  wa$  laid  upon  the  table  oh  the 
fifth  of  May.  We  w ill . here  date 
as  briefly  as  poifible,  the  principal 
f u  b  j  e ci  o  f  e at:  h  o f  t h  c  fe .  cl)  a  rge a. 
The  .fLyff  of  them  related  to  the 
war  that. had  been  carried  on  againd 
the  Bphjjkts.  The  fcc.onWVfo  the 
provinces  of  Cora  and  AllalVabad^ 
w lh c \]  ,  K a d .  b e en  con f e r re u  ‘  on  the 
iV2orul  by  lord' Llive,  anti  the  re- 
vmin.es  oi  which  rad  been  detained, 
■yyhenyhat  prince  withdrew  .to  his 
Tf  4.  capital 
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capital  of  Dclilij  and  put  himfelf 
wilder  the  protection  of  the  Manil¬ 
las.  The  third  treated  of  the  ex¬ 
traordinary  aid  which  had  been  de¬ 
manded  on  account  of  the  war 
from  the  raja  6f  Benares,  the  hue 
which  had  been  impofed  upon  him 
for  rt’fvaelormefs,  and  his  confe- 
quent  expulfion  from  his  dominions. 
The  fourth  related  to  the  confine¬ 
ment  of  the  princeffes  of  Gude, 
the  imprilonitig’  and  fettering  their 
fervants  with  a  view  to  extort 
money  the  di  If  relies  which  were 
experienced  by  their  families,  and 
their  compulfcry  reiignation  of 
their  jaghires  or  appanages.  The 
f  fth  regarded  the  treatment  of  the 
raja  of  Farruckubad,  The  fixth,  of 
the  raja  of  Sahlone.  The  feventh, 
the  tenth,  the  eleventh,  and  the 
twelfth,  treated  of  certain  extrava¬ 
gant  contracts  into  which  Mr. 
Bailings  had  entered  on  the  part 
of  the  company  ;  and  the  enormous 
falaiies  which  he  had  bellowed  upon 
fir  Eyre  Coote,  and  upon  certain 
hoards  of  his  own  inilitution.  The 
eighth  treated  of  money  privately 
received,  and  of  illegal  prefents. 
The  ninth  regarded  the  authority 
Which  Mr.  Hafiings  had  given  to 
certain  perfons  in  England,  to  ve¬ 
il  gn  the  government  in  his  name; 
and  the'  refufal  he  had  given  in  In¬ 
dia,  to  fubmit  to  the  confer] uent 
Appointment  of  his  fucceifor.  The 
thirteenth  refpebted  certain  embaf- 
lies  eto  the  nabob  of  Arcot,  and  the 
luba  of  the  Decan.  The  four¬ 
teenth  related  -to  the  defer tion  of 
the  ran  a  of  Gohud,  in  the  conclu- 
ii.on  of  the  Maratta  peace.  The 
fifteenth  to  the  unceconomical  and 
arbitrary  management  of  the  re  ve¬ 
rmis  of  Bengal*  The  fixteenth 
charged  upon  Mr.  Ballings  the  de- 
dcnlion  and  ruin  of  the  province 
of  Oude.  The  fevent?eenth  re¬ 
garded  a  certain  native  called  M a* 
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homed  Reza  Khan,  who  had- for  a 
longtime  been  intruded  with  the 
internal  management  of  Bengal 
and  was  difplaced  by  Mr.  Hafiings, 
The  eighteenth  accufed  Mr.  Haf* 
tings  of  having,  at  a  recent  pe¬ 
riod,  delivered  up  the  Mogul  into 
the  hands  of  the  Marattas.  The 
nineteenth  charged  him  with  libel- 
ing  the  court  of  directors.  The 
twentieth  related  to  the  guilt  of  ot> 
Cafioning  the  Maratfa  war,  and  the 
ill  faith  that  had  attended  the  con** 
ciuiion  of  the  Maratta  peace.  The 
twenty -fir  ft  regarded  fuppreflion  of 
correfpondence  :  and  the  twenty - 
lecond  related  to  the  treatment  of 
Fizulla  Khan. 

On  the  twenty-fixth  of  April  a 
petition  was  prefen  red  from  Mr, 
Ballings,  requelling  to  be  allowed 
a  copy  of  the  articles  which  had 
been  exhibited,  and  to  be  heard  m 
his  defence  in  reply  to  the  charges 
they  contained.  The  demand  to 
be  heard  was  readily  conceded  on 
the  part  of  oppolition,  but  they 
objected  to  the  granting-  a  copy  of 
the  charges,  as  a  thing  contrary 
to  the  practice  of  the  houfe.  The 
objection  was  over-ruled  by  the 
friends  of  adminillration.  Upon 
this  occalion  Mr.  Martin  revived 
his  favourite  idea  of  an  impeach* 
mem  of  lord  North,  and  recom¬ 
mended  the  condudl  of  it  to  Mr. 
Burke.  The  repetition  of  this  fub- 
jedl  in  this  defultory  way,  was 
cenfured  with  ferioufnefs,  by  both 
the  parties  to  whom  the  alltdioii 
was  made.  We  mention  it  in  this 
place  merely  as  it  led  Mr.  Burke 
to  relate  to  the  hoilfe,  that  he  had 
once  drawn  up  Even  diflindl  ar¬ 
ticles  of  impeachment  again  ft  that 
nobleman.  The  marquis  of  RocE- 
ingham  had  indeed  advifea  him  to 
abandon  the  idea,  and*  Had  taken 
from  him  the  papers;  and  he  had 
lince  endeavoured  to  find  them,  but 
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in  vain,  Mr*  Burke  added,  that, 
when  he  had  feen  lord  North  aban¬ 
don  the  iyttern  which  had  been  the 
object  ©f  his  ceniiire,  he  had  been 
willing  to  forget  what  was  paft, 
and  to  do  that  honour  to  his  ta¬ 
lents  and  virtues  that  they  wed 
defer veu.  He  had  now  the  happr- 
nefs  to  rank  that  nobleman  in  the 
number  of  his  friends,  and  he  was 
proud  to  make  this  public  acknow¬ 
ledgment  of  the  fmcerity  of  his 
profeffions,  and  the  difinterefted- 
nefs  of  his  conduct. 

All  the  charges,  except  the  lafi, 
having  been  now  delivered,  Mr. 
Burke,  in  pud  nance  of  the  line  of 
conduct,  which,  he  conceived,  had 
been  chalked  out  to  him  by  the 
matter  of  the  rolls,  and  which 
had  received  the  iandlion  of  that 
houfe,  immediately  moved,  that 
the  fpeaker  fhouki  leave  the  chair, 
in  order  for  the  houfe  to  go  into  a 
committee,  for  the  examination  of 
witneffes.  But  a  new  oppofition 
now  originated  with  the  fame  per- 
fon»  Sir  Lloyd  Kenyon  objected 
to  the  motion,  upon  the  ground 
that  the  fi Citation  of  the  bu  line  is 
was  completely  changed,  in  confe- 
quenee  of  the  houfe  having  that 
day  confented  to  hear  Mr.  Haf- 
tfngs,  upon  the  fubjedt  of  the 
charges,  It  was  now  become  high¬ 
ly  improper  to  allow  a  tingle  ftep 
farther  to  be  taken  in  the  bu  finefs  ; 
lince  what  Mr.  Haftings  might 
have  to  fay,  might  induce  the 
houfe  to  drop  the  profecutlon.  In 
the  courts  below,  it  was  a  frequent 
practice  to  hear  defendants  in  limine , 
and  even  indidiments  were  qualhed, 
upon  proper  caufe  being  fhown. 
Mr.  lenkinfon  inforced  the  fame 
reafoning  ;  and  obferved,  that  Mr. 
Hattings  would,  in  all  probability, 
be  able  by  allegation  and  argu¬ 
ment,  to  prove  the  half  of  each 
charge  to  be  irrelevant  and  impro 
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per;  of  confequence,  it  would  be 
highly  abfurd  to  hear  evidence* 
till  they  had  firft  endeavoured  as 
much  as  poflible,  to  define  the  fub¬ 
jedt  upon  which  that  evidence  was 
to  be  examined. 

Mr,  Pitt  maintained  that  there 
was  great  incomi ften cy  in  granting’ 
Mr.  Hattings  permiffion  to  be  heard, 
and  then  pottponing  that  hearing 
till  they  had  gone  through  'the  evi¬ 
dence.  By  this  means,  inftead  of 
giving  him  an  opportunity  of  re¬ 
moving  the  prejudices,  which  might 
a  rife  from  the  charges  going  abroad* 
and  making  an  impreliion  upon 
men’s  minds  without  being  an* 
fwered,  which  was  what  Mr.  Haf¬ 
tings  wanted  ;  they  would  iirit  add 
all  poflible  weight  to  the  iippref* 
iions,  and  then  leave  him  to  at¬ 
tempt  by  his  affertion  and  argu¬ 
ments,  to  overturn  what  had  al¬ 
ready  been  fubttantiated  by  evi¬ 
dence.  It  might  be  objedted,  that 
fuch  a  proceeding  would  occaiion 
delay  ;  but  It  was  a  maxim  of  our 
law.  Nulla  de  <vita  homin’ s  cunc4* 
taiio  honga  ejk ;  and  it  could  not 
be  difputed,  that  to  a  perfon  of 
Mr.  Hattings’s  rank  and  eoniidera- 
tion,  good  name  and  reputation: 
were  as  dear  as  life.  Mr.  Pitt  ani¬ 
madverted  with  great  freedom  upon 
the  itrudture  of  the  charges.  He 
was  willing-  to  admit  that  they  con¬ 
tained  criminal  matter,  and  fuch 
as  it  was  highly  incumbent  on  that 
houfe  to  invettigate  ;  but  they  were 
fo  filled  with  aggravations  and  u»- 
connedted  details,  they1  were  fo 
confuted,  fo  complicated*  fo  irre* 
levant,  and  in  many  places,  fo  un¬ 
intelligible,  that  he  thought  it  ira- 
poffible  for  the  houfe  at  large,  to  be 
able  accurately  to  ieparate  thofe 
parts  which  wbre  worthy  of' atten¬ 
tion^  from  fuch  as  were  foreign  to 
the  main  defign.  •  He  ifhdtfefdrfc 
thought,  that  it  would  be  abfo- 

lutely 
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lutely  necefTary  for  their  author,  to 
feled  from  them  thofe  parts  which 
moil  itriaiy  beUnged  to  the  tub- 
jea,  and  to  model  them  anew,  be¬ 
fore  it  Would  be  poffible  for  the 
Houle,  of  commons  io  pronounce 
upon  them.  lie  added,  that,  when 
he  faid  there  was  much  criminal 
matter  contained  in  the  charges,  he 
did  not  mean  to  infinuate,  that  he 
had  formed  any  opinion,  whether 
the  criminality  were  properly  fup- 
ported  ;  and  he  Ihould  be  inclined 
to  hope  at  lead,  that  the  contrary 
would  be  made  to  appear. 

The  conduct  of  adminidration  in 
refped  to  this  quedion  was  ftrongly 
refented  by  oppofition.  Mr.  Burke 
obferved,  that,  with  refped  to  the 
imperfections  that  might  be  fairly 
imputable  to  the  charges,  they  were 
to  be  afcribed  to  the  conduct  of  the 
other  iide  of  the  houfe.  It  was 
•well  known,  that  it  had  originally 
been  his  intention  to  have  called  his 
evidence  firft,  and  then  to  have 
fu  fie  red  the  charge  gradually  to 
grow  out  of  the  evidence.  But 
the  houfe  in  its  wifdom  had 
thought  proper  to  dictate  to  him  a 
different  n  ode  of  proceeding.  For 
himfelf,  it  was  totally  unrefcfonable 
to  exped  that  he  (liould  mould  his 
charges  into  a  different  form  ;  and 
was  a  thins;  to  which  he  would  ne-. 
ver  fubinit.  Be  added,  that,  let 
the  mat  er  of  the  rolls  repeat  as 
often  as  he  would  the  practice  of 
being  How  in  giving  his  advice,  and 
embarraffing  the  bufinefs  from  day 
to  day,  he  would  not  abandon  his 
caufe.  Mi\  Burke  complained  of 
the  difficulty  of  keeping  his  wit- 
neffes  together ;  fome  of  whom 
were  ill,  and  could  not  remain  in 
town  without  endangering  their 
lives.  'A  hat  he  had  heard  led  him 
to  fear,  that  it  Was  intended  to 
quafh  the  profecution  ;  for  it  was 
evident  from  the  language  of  Mr. 


Jenkinfori,  that  one  half  of  his  ae 
eufations  were  gone  already.  It 
was  ftruek  with  the  dead  pally, 
and  was  to  live  no  longer.  He 
confidered  one  arm  of  the  bufinefs 
as  lopped  away ;  but,  if  he  loll 
a  leg,  be  would  dill  petfevere, 
and  even,  if  reduced  to  the  neoelh 
fity,  would  fight  like  Withering-ton, 
upon  his  Bumps.  He  concluded 
with  fuggefting  a  very  lively  appre- 
hendon,  that,  if  the  motion  of  the 
liiader  of  the  rolls  were  received,  it 
would  prove  fatal  to  the  accufatioru 
Mr.  Fox  defcribed  the  difficult 
ties  which  Mr.  Burke  had  experi¬ 
enced  in  his  progrefs  to  that  dage 
of  the  buiinefs,  and  laid,  that  no 
man  with  inferior  abilities  would 
ever  have  furmounted  them,  As 
foon  as  he  had  brought  forward  the 
bufinefs  in  one  ffiape,  it  was  dated 
by  the  other  fide  of  the  houfe,  that 
the  form  of  proceeding  was  wrong  ; 
and  that  another  form  mud  be  ad¬ 
opted.  Still  new  modes  were  pro* 
pofed,  new  delays  invented,  new 
artifices  played  off  to  confound,  im¬ 
pede  and  embarrafs ;  but  the  houfe 
and  the  public  mud  fee  through 
the  whole.  Unfair  indeed  was  the 
ground  taken  by  the  defenders  of 
Mr.  Hadings  ;  for  the  moftprac- 
tiled  advocate  could  not  have  added 
with  more  artifice  and  chicane,  had 
he  been  engaged  to  plead  for  him  at 
ever  fo  high  a  premium.  Mr.  Pitt 
had  admitted  that  the  charges  bore 
on  their  face  much  matter  of  hei¬ 
nous  offence  ;  but  he  chofe  to  com¬ 
plain  of  confufion  and  irrelevancy, 
and  had  gone  the  length  of  dating, 
th<it  they  were  in  forne  parts  utterly 
unintelligible.  Why  were  thele 
complaints  urged  ?  Becaafe  in  fpire 
of  every  objection,  conjured  up  for 
the  fake  of  dilguifing  their  real  ef- 
fed,  the  guilt  imputed  was  too 
clearly  underdood,  and  the  irnpreb 
lion  it  made  could  not  be  concealed, 
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Mr.  Wilberforce  rep  raved  the 
warmth  of  Mr.  Fox.  If  the  charges 
were  true,  they  contained  enough 
of  criminal  imputation  to  roufe  and 
animate  the  feelings  pt  every  man 
in.  the  houfe,  He  wondered  not 
therefore,  that  they  Iho.uld  par tir 
cuiarly-.  warm  -the  mind,  and  ani¬ 
mate  the  feelings  of  the  gentleman, 
who  had  been  the  principal  con¬ 
ductor  of  the  profecudon.  .Fie  had 
find  led  the  affairs  of  India,  before 
that  houfe  generally  fpeaking,  knew 
any  thing  abou  t  them  ;  he  had  been 
brooding  over  them  for -years  ;  and 
it  was  natural  for  him  to  fee  their 
enormity  in  a  magnified  point  of 
view.  Of  Mr,  Burke’s  head  and 
his  heart,  of  his  abilities  and  his 
humanity,  of  his  rectitude  and  his 
perfeverance,  no  man  entertained 
a  higher  opinion  than  he  did.  But 
though  Mr.  Burke’s  impetuofity 
and  warmth  were  in  a  high  degree 
judifiable,  the  fame  reafons  and  the 
lame  excufe  would  not  apply  to  the 
pailion  of  Mr,  Fox.  FI  is  pailion 
might  perhaps  pafs  upon  the  pub¬ 
lic  tor  nothing  more,  than  a  por¬ 
tion  of  that  common  and  ordinary 
yioience,  affumed  and  exhibited  by 
him  upon  every  fubjefl  of  parlia¬ 
mentary  debate,  He  wifhed  how¬ 
ever,  for  the  fake  of  national  juf- 
tiee,  and  for  the  character  of  that 
houfe,  that  Mr.  Fox  would  fo  far 
refrain  his  feelings,  as  to  appear 
on  fo  ferious.and  important  an  oc- 
cailon,  to  conduct  himfelf  with  the 
temper  and  moderation  it  io  well 
deierv.ed,  and  not  to  throw  out  in- 
iinuations,  which  he  was.  periuaded 
the  houfe  regarded  as  an  merited. 
If  it  fhould  appear  in  the  end, 
that  Mr.  Fox-  and  we  chancellor  of 
the-eackequer  came  nearer  in  opi¬ 
nion  upon  the  fubjeeft,  than  the 
form cruTiight  perhaps  conceive,  he 
was  .upprehenfiv.e,  -that  .  Mr,  Fox 
would  feel  a  very  great  degree  of 
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difappointment,  and  J00  difpofed  to 
morn  warmth  and  pailion .  than  hq 
had  hitherto  fhown. 

Mr,  Hardinge  oppofed  the  mo¬ 
tion  of  fir  Lloyd  Kenyon.  He 
examined  fucceilively  the  various 
grounds  for  hearing  Mr,  Hidings 
in  this-  liage  of  the  bufinefs.  It 
was  faid  that  Mr.  Hailings  couki 
fatisfy  the  houfe,  that  their  proceed¬ 
ings  were  injurious  to. him,  as  being 
ill  condruhted  in  their  form,  irre¬ 
levant  and  obfeure.  To  this  Jhe 
would  anfwer,  that  Mr.  Hadings 
ought  never  to  be  heard  with  effedt 
upon  that  ground,  in  this  period  of 
the  enquiry.  It  had  been  farther 

alledned,  that  the  information  which 
* 

he  would  give  to  the  houfe,  might 
enlighten  their  general  view  of  the 
fubjedf,  and  guide  them  in  examin¬ 
ing  the  evidence.  Again ll  this  too 
he  fliould  p  rote  If,  as  a  topic  iriad- 
raillible  on  the  part  of  the  accufed, 
prior  to  any  legal  charge  which  he 
could  be  called  upon  to  anfwer. 
But  it  might  be  faid  if  thefe  objects 
were  precluded,  no  other  topic  was 
left  him  ;  this  however  he  denied. 
Mr.  Hadings  might  be  deft  ro  us  to 
be  heard,  for  the  purpofe  of  coun¬ 
teracting,  by  his  own  date  of  thefub- 
i.edljthoie  gene  ral  impreftions,  which 
he  might  conceive  that  fuch  a 
charge  would  make  to  his  preju¬ 
dice.  Whatever  might  be  his  view 
in  defiring  to  be  heard,  the  houfe 
ought  to  hear  him  not,  as  a  point  of 
right  in  this  ftage  of  the  proceed¬ 
ing,  but  from  that  lenity,  which, 
even  prior  to  the  queftion  of  a  legal 
charge,  his  critical  fttuatiqn  attract¬ 
ed.  .If  they  could  lee  no  poilibie 
end  of  public  j uftice,  they  fliould 
■not  re; life  to  him  the  mcfulgence 
of  his  own  preconception '.upon  this 
object.;  but,  if  they :  agreed  witli 
Mr.Flardinge,  that  he.  could  not' be 
heard  with  effect  fo  as’,to  jAtcSgre 
with  die . coudjf  qf  the  e  Hdence,.  ft 
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followed,  th at  tlie  evidence  ought 


to  proceed  without  admitting  the 
fimlleft  alteration  into  the  progrefs 
of  the  bufinefs.  The  motion  was 
farther  oppofed  by  lord  North  and 
JVlr.  Anifotither,  and  it  was  fup- 
ported  by  Mr*  Bearctoft  and  Mr, 
Nichols,  The  houfe  halving  di¬ 
vided,  the  numbers  appeared,  ayes 
140,  noes  80. 

Mr.  Hailings  appeared  at  the  bar 
of  the  houfe  of  commons  on  the 
fird  of  May  ;  and  on  that  and  the 
following  day  delivered  in  his  de¬ 
fence,  in  anfwer.  to  Mr.  Burke’s 
charges.  He  concluded  with  re- 
vjuefting  that  the  minutes  of  his  de¬ 
fence  might  be  permitted  to  lie  upon 
the  table.  Major  Scott  made  a 
motion  in  Compliance  with  this 
requeft,  and  was  feconded  by  Mr. 
Burke.  As  foon  as  this  matter  was 
adj ailed,  Mr.  Bgrke  moved  to  call 
the  firfc  of  ids  Witneffes  to  the  bar, 
and  proceeded  in  the  'examination 
of  feveral  perfons  returned  from 
India  during  the  three  following 
weeks.  In  the  courfe  of  this  exa¬ 
mination  major  Scott  endeavoured 
to  bring  home  to  Mr.  Burke  a 
charge  of  partiality  In  the  {election 
of  fome  witneffes,  and  the  reject  ion 
of  others.  For  this  Mr.  Burke 
accounted,  by  observing,  that  it  was 
no  wonder,  that  he  fliould  have- 
found  the  teilimony  of  fome  of  the 
witneffes  for  whom  ha  had  origi¬ 
nally  called  to  be  unneceilary, 
fipce  he  had  exprefsly  told  the 
houfe  from  the  fird,  that  of  not 
pae  of  them  had  he  any  per  Tonal 
knowledge ;  and  with  1  efpedl  to 
others,  he  had  thought  it  idle  and 
abfurd  to  call  witnefles  to  the  bar, 
to  begin  with  a  crofs  examination 
ef  them.  In  one  of  the  inflances 
howevef,  which  major  Scott  fpeei- 
Aed,  he  propofed  infiantly,  with 
tht  approbation  of  the  houfe,  tb  call 
the  witucfs,  arid  .to  examine  him 


with  refpedt  to  the  particulars  with 
which  he  might  be  acquainted. 
Major  Scott  farther  accufed  Mr. 
Burke  of  unneceilary  proeraftina- 
tion  and  delay,  in  this  Page  of  the 
bufinefs ;  but  from  this  imputation 
he  was  defended  by  Mr.  Pitt. 

On  the  eighteenth  of  May,  the 
evidence  in  favour  of  the  profecu- 
tiOn  being  nearly  concluded,  Mr. 
Burke  explained  to  the  houfe  the 
mode  in  which  he  intended  to  pro¬ 
ceed,  and  mentioned  a  day  for 
bringing  forward  a  leading  queftion 
upon  the  fubjeft.  The  idea  which 
he  had  formed,  was  that  of  firft 
taking  the  fenfe  of  the  houfe  upon 
all  the  charges  collectively,  and 
obtaining  from  them  a  deciiion, 
whether  they  contained  amals  of 
mifdemeanours,  fufheient  to  atitho- 
rife  a  profecution  by  impeachment. 
In  this  mode  of  proceeding  he  had 
found  that  it  would  be  impoilible  for 
him  to  fuftain  the  fatigue  of  go:ng' 
through  the  whole  of  the  accufa- 
tion  himfelf  ;  and  therefore  he  had 
obtained  from  other  members  a 
promife,  that  they  would  occafional- 
ly  relieve  him  by  taking  up  the  fub- 
jedt  alternately, till  the  whole  fliould 
be  brought  at  once  under  the  deli-* 
beration  oi  the  houfe/  Mr.  Pitt 
objedted  to  the  mode  fpecified  By 
Mr.  Burke,  and  fuggefled,  that  it 
would  in  his  opinion  be  better,  fir  ft 
to  take  the  fenfe  of  the  committee 
on  each  charge  individually,  and 
then  determine,  whether  upon  the 
whole,  or  upon  any  particular  ar¬ 
ticle,  there  would  be  fufficient 
ground  for  an  impeachment.  Mr. 
Bmke  ufed  various  arguments  in 
fupport  of  his  arrangement,  but 
the  next  day  exprefted  his  willing- 
nefs  to  comply  with  the  fuggeftion 
of  Mr.  Pitt.  When  he  remedied 
upon  the  latehefs  of  the  feffion,  and 
the  importance  of  the  fubjedt,  he 
was  the- -more  convinced  how  vain* 
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§t>le.was  the  conjtderadQn  of  time 
i:a  the  profectition  of  this,  bu  finds. 
Attached  and  partial  he  acknow¬ 
ledged  himfelf  to  be  to  his  original 
plan  ;  but  rather  than  waftc.  the 
time  of  the  houie  in  if  nitlefs  alter¬ 
cation*  he  was  now  ready  to  adopt 
the-  proportion  of  Mr,  Pitt,  and  to 
move  fpecific  refolutions  on  the 
different  charges,  -  - 

One  other  topic  oecafipned  feme 
degree  of  debate,  previouily  to  the 
actual  opening  of  any  of  the  charges. 
Mr.  Hailings  mentioned  in  his  de¬ 
fence  certain  papers,  containing 
chiefly  the  correfpondence  of  Mr, 
Middleton,  as  refident  of  Oude, 
during  the  actual  prpgrefs  of  the 
Rohilla  war,  as  being  depofited  in 
the  archives  of  the  company  in  the 
Eaff  India  ho.ufe.  .  Tins  circum- 
fiance  immediately  (Luck  Mr,  Fran¬ 
cis,  who  had  fruitiefsly  everted 
himlelf,  together  with  general  C la¬ 
ve  ring  and  colonel  Monfon,  during 
his  refiderice  in  India,  to  obtain 
the  communication  of  thefe  papers. 
He  accordingly  enquired  into  the 
eircumihince,  and  found,  that  the 
papers  had  never  been  in  the  pof- 
fdlion  of;  the  eou  rt  of  aired  or  s ,  It 
was  therefore  moved  by  -Mr,  Burke 
on  the  twenty- fifth  of  May,  that 
Mr.  Middleton  iliould  be  directed 
to  attend  the  houfeon  the  next  day, 
in  order  to  deliver  up  the  whole  of 
his  correfpondence  with  Mr.  Hafo 
ings,  during  his  residency  in  Oude 
in  the  years.  1774- and  17.75.  The 
queilion  was  not  put  upon  this 
motion.  ;  but  in  confequence  of  its 
having  been  propofed,.  Mr.  Middle- 
ton  waited  on  Mr,  Francis,  requ eff¬ 
ing  hi  in  to  communicate  to  th-e  houXe 
the  declaration, which  he  made  upon 
his  honour,  that  he  had  many  years 
fince  delivered  up  to  Mr.  Hailings 
at  his  demand  every  letter,  copy 
and  minute  of  correfpondence,  car¬ 
ried  on  between-  him  when  he  was 


inkiifler  at  -0u  demand, the  got®r,noi> 
general*;  ;  In  compliance  with  thif 
new  eircumflance-  Mr,  Burke  alter¬ 
ed  his  motion,  and  propofed,’  that, 
inffead  of  Mr.,  .Middleton, MX. 
Hailings  flfould  bet  directed  to  at¬ 
tend  the  houfe,  to  deliver'  up  -tb$ 
correfpondence  in  quell  ion,  ; 

This  motion  -was  again  oppofed 
by  fir  Lloyd  Kenyon,  He  obferved* 
that  a  writ  of  duces,  tecum  wa|  a 
circumftance  entirely  illegal,  and 
which  had  uniformly  been,  con¬ 
demned  by  the  higheft  authorities 
in*  the  law.  He  had  hoped,  that 
the  time  for  employing  fuch  arbi» 
trary  proceedings  had  long,  been 
paffed  over  in  the  Englifh  hiftory. 
They  had  never  been  brought  for¬ 
ward,  but  in  the  word  of  times-, 
and  when  tyranny  had  the  molt 
umlieeneed  prevalence.  One  in- 
llanee  he  remembered  of  a  fimiiar 
kind,  which  had  been  a  died  under 
the  influence  of  a  pophh  fadfion 
in  the,  reign  of  Gharies;  the- Second* 
whop  the  dofet  of  the  great  Alger* 
nor  Sydney  was  broken  open,  km 
papers  ran  lacked,  and  afterwards 
made  a  iubjefft  of  accufation .again# 
him.  A -conduct  like  this,  the  im¬ 
mediate  tendency  of  which  .  was  to 
oblige  the  per  foil  ace  u  fed  to  crirab 
nate  himfelf,  was  worthy  of  the 
inquifition,  and  rather  than  admit 
it,  he  would  advife  the  profecutor 
at  once  to  withdraw^ his  motion, 
and  to  propofe  the  infroTtfoifon-of 
the  torture.  The  idea  of  fir  Lloyd 
Kenyon  was  enforced  by  the  attor¬ 
ney -general,  and  by  Mr.  Burton, 
member -for  Wendover- 

Mr.  ,BuFke  ■  ridiculed  ,-thc :  argu¬ 
ments  of  the  crown  lemygri.- 
obfervedi  that  there  '  never, 
cafe,  in  which  the  public  papers  -of 
public  men  were  .not.riffedimwvi- 
dvnee  againft  them  ;  and,  however 
the  tencfer  fen fibfHty  of-thfctpaXt®r 
of:  .tifo  rolls,  .aiight:  cQprvreit-  mtm  tor*' 
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tore  'wliat  was  fo  u  fual  a  pro* 
ceeding,  he  could  not  help  regard¬ 
ing  it  as  the  tendered  torture  that 
ever  was  inflicted.  It  was  by  this 
torture,  that  he  had  already  been 
enabled  to  difclofe  iueh  feenes  of 
real  f offering,  as  agitated  the  bread: 
of  every  man,  who  poffeffed  a  libre 
of  humanity,  or  a  nerve  of  fienfir- 
bility.  It  was  by  the  application 
of  this  torture  that  he  had  difico- 
vered  the  fuppreffion  of  fio  mate- 
rial  an  evidence,  and  he  wasfideter- 
mined  with  the  leave  of  the  houfe 
to  purfue  his  difeovery,  Mr.  Fox 
obferved,  that,  though  he  was  no 
lawyer,  he  was  fo  warm  a  friend  to 
the  laws  of  England,  that  he  would 
not  believe  that  they  fandlioned  a 
propofition  /fo  irrational,  as  that 
the  houfe  had  not  a  right  to  de- 
inand  from  a  perfon  accufecl  crimi¬ 
nally,  papers  which  afforded  proofs 
of  his  criminality,  when  thofe  pa¬ 
pers  were  not  the  criminals,  private 
property*  Mr.  Fox  put  the  cafe 
of  himfeif  when  fecretary  of  bate, 
and  alked,  if  the  king  had  de¬ 
manded  all  his  papers  from  him, 
whether  he  muff  not  Have  delivered 
them  ? 

The  motion  was  at  length  al- 
tered  upon  the  fuggeflion  of  Mr. 
Pitt,  fo  as  expreflv  to  confine  it  to 
papers  of  a  public  tendency,  and, 
Inftead  of  being  directed  perfonally 
to  Mr.  Flattings,  it  was  addrefled 
to  the  court  of  directors.  This 
order  produced  two  letters  from 
Mr,  Haffings  and  Mr.  Middleton  ; 
in  the  former  of  which  it  was 
Hated,  that  he  had  many  years 
lince  delivered  up  copies  of  his  of¬ 
ficial  correfpondence  with  Mr.  Mid¬ 
dleton,  together  with  fuch  parts 
of  his  private  correfpondence  as 
related  to  the  public  bufinefs.  Ma¬ 
jor  Scott  acquainted  the  houfe,  that, 
though  Mr,.  Haflings  had  refufed 
th.de  papers  to  the  infpe&ion  of  the 


majority  of  the  fupreme  courier!* 
when  they  were  peremptorily,  de¬ 
manded  from  him,  and  though 
from  peculiar  circumffances  they 
had  not  been  communicated  to  the 
court  of .  directors,  they  had  .  been 
furrendered  up  to  the  nobleman  who 
was  at  that  time  the  fivft  mimlter  of 
this  country..  It  afterwards  ap¬ 
peared,  that  they  had  been  offered 
to  the  perufal  of  lord  North,  but, 
thinking: that  their  perufal  did  not 
fall  immediately  within  his  depart¬ 
ment*  or  conceiving*  as.  he  .laid, 
from  the  manner  of  the  offer  that 
it  was  not  wiflied  he  fliauld  accept 
it,  he  had  refufed  to  receive  them. 
The  bufinefs  was  purfued  no  far¬ 
ther. 

The  queffion  of  the  criminality 
of  Mr.  Haftings?s  concern  in  the 
Roh ilia  war,  was  brought  regu¬ 
larly  before  the  houfe  of  commons, 
on  the  firft  of  June ;  and,  having 
been  debated  upon  that  and  the 
following  day,  it  was  at  length 
carried  in  favour  of  Mr.  Flattings, 
the  number  being,  ayes,  for  the 
Impeachment,  67,  noes,  119.  On 
the  thirteenth  of  June,  a  fiecond 
charge,  refpecting  the  aid  demanded 
from  the  raja  of  Benares,  the  fine 
that  was  impofed  upon'  him,  and 
his  expulfion  from  his  dominions, 
was  voted.  It  was  determined  that 
this  charge  contained  matter  of  iin- 
peachment  kgainft  the  late  governor- 
general  of  Bengal,  ayes,  1  <9, 
noes,  79.  We  referve  the  particu¬ 
lars  of  thefe  debates  for  our  fuc- 
ceeding  volume,  in  order  that  we 
may  prefent  to  our  readers  in  a 
comprehenfive  view  the  whole  of 
this  interefling  fubjeitt. 

On  the  eleventh  of  July  the  king 
put  an  end  to  the  fefiion  by  a  fliort 
fpeech,  which  was  conceived  in  very 
general  terms.  He  could  not  dif- 
mifs  his  parliament  without  ex- 
preffing  the  particular  fatisfadfion 

with 
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with  which  he  had  obferved  their  the  public.  He  added,  that  the  af- 
diligent  attention  to  the  public  bu-  furances,  which  he  continued  to  re- 
finefs,  and  the  meafures  they  had  ceive  from  abroad,  promifed  the 
adopted  for  improving  the  refourccs  continuance  of  the  general  trail- 
of  the  country.  He  thanked  the  quillity.  The  happy  effects  of  peace 
houfe  of  commons  for  the  fupplies  had  already  appeared  in  the  exteri¬ 
or  the  year,  and  for  the  provifioii  lion  of  the  national  commerce  : 
they  had  made  for  difich  urging  the  and  no  meafure  iliould  be  wanting 
ncumbrances  of  the  civil  lid.  He  on  his  part,  which  could  tend  to 
expedited  the  mod  falutary  effects  confirm  thefe  advantages,  and  to 
from  the  plan  for  the  reduction  of  give  additional  encouragement  to 

the  national  debt,  and  eonftdered  the  manufactures  and  induftrv  of 

'  .  ** 

it  as  an  object  infepafably  con-  his  people, 
jaeiied  with  the  effential  interefls  of 
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6.  XHE  Halfewell,  Eaft  India- 
man,  capt,  Pierce,  failed 
through  the  Downs,  on  Sunday  the 
1  ft  inftant,  and  after  experiencing  a 
feries  of  extremebad  weather,  ftruck, 
at  two  o’clock  this  morning,  on  the 
rocks  df  Purbeck,  between  St,  Al¬ 
ban’s  Head  and  Peverel  Point,  near 
Portland.  One  hundred  and  feven- 
ty  men  got  afhore,  but  from  the 
darknefs  of  the  morning,  and  forg¬ 
ing  of  the  fea,  near  100  were  dalli¬ 
ed  to  pieces  and  drowned.  Among 
the  number  faved  were  [8  officers, 
30  feamen,  and  23  lbldiers. 

Capt.  Pierce,  a  little  while  before 
the  fhip  went  down,  called  Mr.  Me- 
riton  (the  fecond  mate)  into  the  cud- 
dv,  where  his  two  daughters,  two 
nieces,  and  three  other  beautiful 
young  ladies,  were  clinging  round 
him  for  protection,  and  on  being 
told  it  was  impoffible  for  the  lad  es 
to  effiape,  44  Then  my  dear  chil¬ 
dren,”  faid  he,  folding  his  daugh¬ 
ters  in  his  arms,  “we  will  peri  lb  to¬ 
gether.”  The  fhip  difappeared  in  a 
few  minutes. 

Mr.  Meriton,  who  brought  this 
fatal  news  to  the  India  Houfe,  e- 
fcaped  the  fate  of  thofe  who  were 
dafhed  to  pieces  on  th e  rocks,  by 
falling  into  a  fiflure  of  one  of  them, 
where  he  was,  for  fome  time,  up 
to  his  chin  in  water.  The  chief 
mate,  a  nephew  of  the  captain’s, 
refilled  to  quit  the  fhip,  declaring 
that  he  would  die  with  his  uncle  and 
coufias. 


Mr.  Thompfon,  the  quarrer-maf- 
tcr,  was  the  firft  who  climbed  up 
the  rock,  and  got  on  fhore  :  he  faw 
a  light,  about  a  mile  off,  whither 
he  went:  the  people  very  humane¬ 
ly  came  down  with  him  to  the  fliore 
with  ropes,  which  were  the  means 
of  faving  many  lives,  though  feve- 
ral,  after  having  been  drawn  part  of 
the  way  up  the  rock,  from  fatigue 
let  go  their  hold,  and  were  dallied 
to  pieces. 

11.  The  Swallow  Packet,  from 
Bengal,  arrived  in  the  Downs,  011 
the  9th  inftant,  on  board  ol  which, 
lord  Macartney  came  paffenger. 
His  lordftfp  was  feveral  days  in 
Calcutta,  previous  to  the  arrival  of 
the  difpatches  of  the  Court  of  Di¬ 
rectors  containing  his  appointment 
of  governor-general  of  Bengal, 
Immediately  on  their  arrival  Mr. 
Macpherfon  difpatched  his  fecre- 
tary,  announcing  the  appointment, 
and  his  readinefs  to  relinquifh  the 
government.  His  lordihip  delired 
a  few  days  before  he  gave  an  an- 
fwer.  The  reafon  affigned  for  his 
lordfhip’s  delay,  was  the  careleff- 
nets  of  the  meffenger  charged  with, 
the  dilp  itches,  who  had  left  his  lord- 
ftiip’s  private  letters  at  Madrafs. 
On  the  arrival  of  thefe,  a  few  days 
alter,  his  lordfhip  fent  his  pofttive 
anfwer,  that  it  was  his  determi¬ 
nation  not  to  accept  the  govern¬ 
ment.  v 

This  packet  brought  advice,  that 
there  had  been  a  meeting  of  the  Bri- 
tifh  inhabitants  in  Calcutta,  which 
ended  in  their  palling  feveral  refolu- 
(A  2)  tions 
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Unions  expreffive  of  their  difappro- 
bation  of  the  Eaft  India  regulating 
bill  of  the  24th  of  his  prefent  Ma- 
jefty. 

This  packet  alfo  brought  over  a 
copy  of  the  fentence  of  the  court 
martial  on  major-general  fir  John 
Burgoyne,  bart.  which  honour¬ 
ably  acquits  him  of  every  part  of 
the  charge  agaioft  him. 

Chejier ,  Jan.  12.  About  a  year 
ago,  a  perfon,  took  a  houfe  at 
Childer  1  hornton,  a  few  miles  from 
this  city,  which  he  furnifhed  in  a 
moderate  ftyle,  and  engaged  a  wo¬ 
man  of  this  place  to  ferve  him  as 
houfekeeper  :  he  had  not  been  there 
more  than  nine  months,  before  he 
was  attaN  k<d  by  a  violent  indifpoli- 
tion,  whi.h  carried  him  off  in  about 
thirty  days.  Immediately  on  the 
approach  of  licknefs  he  made  his 
will,  and  left  the  whole  of  his  pro¬ 
perty  to  his  houfekeeper,  although 
#11  entire  Uranger  to  him.  A  fhort 
time  after  his  deceafe  the  vVoman 
came  to  this  city,  and  lodged  bank 
notes  (amounting  to  640I.)  in  the 
bands  of  a  banker.  Not  many  days 
after,  one  of  the  notes,  value  tool, 
reached  London  for  payment,  when 
a  letter  was  dive&ly  fent  down, 
requeuing  immediate  information 
from  whom  the  faid  note  was  receiv¬ 
ed,  which  being  duly  forwarded, 
with  other  particulars,  it  appears, 
that  the  deccaftd  had  lately  been 
clerk  to  a  hop  factor  in  London  ; 
that  about  15  months  ago,  he  e- 
loped  with  notes  and  cafli  to  the  a- 
mount  of  1200I.  and  notwithiland- 
ing  repeated  adverrifem.ems  has  ne- 
-*rer  been  heard  of  till  this  time. 
More  than  500I.  it  fee  ms  has  been 
diffipated,  Seven  weeks  have  e- 
lapfed,  fmc.e  this  perfon  was  buri¬ 
ed,  and  a  gentleman  is  juft  arrived 
from  London,  in  order  to  have  the 
corpfe  taken  out  of  the  grave,  and 


if  poffible,  to  identify  his  perfon. 
It  feejns  that  he  had  changed  his 
name;  and  his  hand- writing  of  the 
fignature  of  the  will,  as  teftator,  is 
fo  much  altered,  that  the  gentle¬ 
man  cannot  fwear  to  it,  [The  body 
was  actually  taken  up ,  and  pojit'rvcly 
Jhxjorn  to.  The  real  name  of  the  de- 
ceafed  was  John  Car  dell ,  and  the 
Hop  fact  or  he  robbed  was  Mr.  John 
Sanders ,  of  the  Borough!] 

16.  The  feffions  ended  at  the 
Old  Bailey,  when  feven  convidts 
received  fentence  of  death.  At  this 
feffions  was  tried  John  Hogan,  a 
Mulatto,  for  the  murder,  of  Anne 
Hunt,  fervant  to  Mr.  Orrell,  of 
Charlotvc-ftreet.  (See  JFol.  VI.  page 

41*) 

The  manner  in  which  this  wretch 
was  at  laft  detected  is  very  remark¬ 
able.  A  fhort  time  before  the  mur¬ 
der,  he  had  brought  home  fome 
chairs  to  Mr.  Orrell’s  ;  and  a  per¬ 
fon  anfwering  his  defeription  hav¬ 
ing  been  feen  in  the  neighbourhood 
that  day,  fufpicion  fell  on  him,  and 
he  was  twice  taken  up,  and  twice 
difeharged  for  want  of  evidence. 

On  being  taken  to  the  body  o£ 
the  deceafed,  he  appeared  not  in 
the  lead  agitated  ;  but,  putting  his 
hand  on  herbreaft,  he  faid,  My 
“  dear  Nancy,  I  do  remember  you 
u  well ;  I  never  did  you  any  harm 
“  in  my  Ibe!’5  Thefe  e^preffions 
very  forcibly  added  to  the  lufpici- 
ons  of  his  guilt,  becaufe  her  face 
was  fo  exceedingly  cut  and  mangl¬ 
ed,  that  Mr.  Orrell  declared  he 
he  could  not  poffibly  have  known 
her.  Two  other  circumftances, 
which  tended  to  criminate  him, 
were  a  fpot  of  blood  on  a  waiftcoat 
which  he  wore,  and  fosne  flight 
marks  of  blood  on  one  of  the  fleeves 
of  his  coat ;  which  coat  had  been, 
wafhed,  though  the  blood  on  the 
fieeve  remained^  and  an  effort  feem- 
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ed  to  have  been  made,  but  in  vain, 
to  rub  out  the  fpot  of  blood  from 
the  waidcoat. 

The  prifoner  was  afterwards  tried 
for  a  larceny,  and  Mr.  Orrell  read¬ 
ing  his  trial  in  the  Seflions -paper,  it 
occurred  to  him  to  fearch  at  the 
pawnbroker’s,  where  he  had  pawn¬ 
ed  the  property  dolen,  for  which 
he  was  fo  tried,  to  fee  if  any  of  his 
property,  "which  was  ftolen  at  the 
time  of  the  murder,  had  been  lodg¬ 
ed  with  that  pawnbroker;  there  he 
fou fid  a  cloak  of  his  wife’s,  pawn¬ 
ed  the  morning  after  the  murder, 
by  the  woman  with  whom  the  pri¬ 
soner  cohabited. 

The  principal  evidence  againft 
him  was  the  woman  with  whom  he 
cohahned ;  who  depofed,  that  he 
brought  her  home  a  cloak,  which 
’he  faid  he  had  bought,  on  condition 
of  paying  for  it  at  the  rate  of  fo 
much  a  week.  The  cloak  was  pro¬ 
duced  in  court,  and  Mrs,  Orrell 
fwore  to  it  as  her  property.  The 
deponent  further  faid,  that  after 
>Hogan  had  been  twice  taken  before  a 
magiflrate,  he,  at  intervals,  appeared 
to  be  very  uncaiy  ;  that  particu¬ 
larly  he  could  not  ileep  in  bed  ; 
that  fhe  faid  to  him  one  night, For 
God’s  fake  what  is  the  matter  with 
you,  furely  you  are  not  guilty  of 
what  vouhave  been  taken  up  for 
that  hisanfwer  was,  44  Yes  I  am  :  — 
I  am  guilty  : — I  did  it.”  She  then 
was  much  troubled  in  mind,  and 
apprehended  fatal  eonfequences  to 
herfelf,  particularly,  as  he  faid  to 
Ter,  44  You  niuft  fay  nothing  ; 
you  muff  be  quiet  ;  for  if  I 
be  hjanged,  you  will  be  hanged 
with  me.”  And  on  her  alking  him, 
why  he  had  murdered  the  young 
woman,  he  anfwered,  becaufe  he 
wanted  to  be  great  with  her,  and 
Hie  refilled  him. 

The  prifoner  being  called  on  for 


his  defence,  faid,  44 1  am  innocent  ; 
and  if  any  body  takes  away  my  lifej 
I  will  never  forgive  them.” 

The  jury  brought  in  their  ver- 
di£t  guilty ;  and  he  was  this  day 
executed  on  a  gibbet,  eredded  oppo- 
iite  Mr.  Orreli’s  houfe. 

At  this  feffions  alio  came  on  the 
remarkable  trial  of  MefTrs.  Good- 
ridge  and  Evans,  charged  with 
forging  the  will  of  Mr.  Thomas 
Sawred,  formerly  a  tallow-chandler, 
of  Saffron-hill.  The  principal  wit- 
nefs  to  prove  the  charge  was  an  at¬ 
torney,  who  fwore,  that  at  the  in- 
digation  of  the  prifoners  he  made 
the  will  in  favour  of  one  of  the 
Goodridges,  who  was  appointed  iii 
it  executor  and  refiduary  legatee. 
On  his  crofs  examination  by  Mr. 
Erfkine  be  varied  in  many  particu¬ 
lars;  and  he  even  avowed,  that  he  had 
fworn  direddly  contrary  to  the  evi¬ 
dence  he  now  gave,  in  a  caufe  de . 
pending  in  Doctors  Commons,  to 
try  the  validity  of  the  will.  Seve¬ 
ral  other  witnefFes,  however,  were 
called  in  confirmation  of  his  evi¬ 
dence,  and  about  half  pad  ten  at 
night  the  profecutor  finifhed  his 
cafe.  The  prifoner’s  counfel  then 
began  their  defence,  which  laded 
till  pad  four  in  the  morning,  When 
the  evidence  given  by  the  attorney 
and  fome  others  was  flatly  contra- 
difted  in  certain  very  material  cir- 
cuindme'es,  and  feveral  witnefles 
were  examined  as  to  the  relation  - 
{hip  and  affedbion  between  the  de- 
ceafed  and  the  wife  of  Mr.  Natha¬ 
niel  Goodridgc,  and  a  great  num¬ 
ber  of  refpedtable  perfons  tedified 
the  good  character  of  the  prifoners. 
The  judge,  notwirhdandiug  his 
great  fatigue,  fully  fummed  up  the 
evidence,  with  obfervationsonit,  and 
the jury,  without  going  out  of  court, 
pronounced  a  verdief  of,  not  guilt v# 

'23,  At  a  feffions  of  admiralty, 
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at  the  Old  Bailey,  on  Saturday, 
Win.  Shaw  Hines  was  tried  tor 
piratical ly  Seizing,  taking,  and  {idl¬ 
ing  away  with  a  cutter  in  the  Ser¬ 
vice  of  the  c idioms,  on  the  6th  of 
March,  1781.  It  appeared  on  the 
trial,  that  the  prifoner  belonged  to 
a  Smuggling  yawl,  commanded  by 
one  Knight,  and  being  de; cried  by 
the  Swift  cruizer,  on  the  coail  of 
Effex,  was  chafed  by  her,  come  up 
with,  and  taken  ;  and  the  mailer  of 
the  Swift  proceeding  to  take  the 
cargo  of  the  yawl  on  board,  was 
oppofed  by  the  prifoner,  who  find¬ 
ing  his  men  fuperior  to  thofe  in  the 
Swift,  Seized  the  mailer  and  crew 
of  the  Swift,  took  them  out  to  Sea, 
and  putting  them  into  a  Small  boat 
left  them  to  fliilt  for  themfelves. 
Lie  was  found  guilty.  [He  was  ex¬ 
ecuted  oh  the  i^th  of  February  fol¬ 
lowing •.] 

At  this  feffions,  the  opinion  of 
the  judges  was  delivered,  by  Mr, 
Jufice  Willes,  on  the  cafe  of 
George  Coombes,  who,  in  June 
lad,  was  convidled  of  the  murder 
of  Mr.  William  Allen.  (See  Hoi . 
VL  page  40.)  The  verdidl  had  been 
left  Special  for  the  opinion  of  the 
judges,  which  being  againft  the 
prifoner*  he  received  Sentence  of 
death,  and  was  executed  this  day. 

2$.  The  Coroner’s  inqueft  fat 
on  the  body  of  Charles  Price, 
who  was  lately  committed  to  To- 
thill -fields  Bridewell  for  Several 
forgeries  on  the  Bank,  and  who 
yefterday  hanged  himfelf  in  that 
prifon.  They  brought  in  their 
verdicfl  Self-murder. 

This  unhappy  man,  who  was  a- 
bout  52  years  of  age,  had  been  ap¬ 
prehended  at  Mr.  Aldus’s,  a  pawn¬ 
broker,  in  Berwick-dreet.  He  had 
paffed  through  three  examinations 
previous  to  his  filicide.  Great  mud 
have  been  the  horrors  of  his  mind 
Before  he  could  conclude  upon  his 


own  dedrudlion ;  but  the  compo- 
Sure  and  deliberation  with  which 
he  perfected  it  gave  the  finiddng 
broke  to  his  character.  About  the 
Royal  Exchange  he  was  well 
known.  His  natural  propensity  to 
difhonefty  was  the  Spring  of  all  his 
misfortunes  ;  it  made  him  fliift  from 
place  to  place  to  avoid  the  abufe  of 
the  mob,  and  the  clamorous  calls 
ot  lucky  adventurers.  His  lad  of¬ 
fice  was  the  corner  of  King-ffreer, 
Covent-garden,  whence  he  was  dri¬ 
ven  about  hx  years  ago,  by  a  mod 
unaccountable  run  of  ill-luck,  and 
efteemed  himfelf  happy  in  a  private 
decampment. 

Driven  thus  to  expedients,  and 
having  a  family  of  eight  children 
to  Support,  he  turned  his  thoughts 
to  that  attempt  which  proved  fo  fa¬ 
tal  to  him.  His  fird  attemnt  on 

A 

the  Bank  was  about  the  year  1780, 
when  a  forged  note  had  been  taken 
there,  fo  complete  in  all  its  parts, 
the  engraving,  the  fignatures,  the 
water-mark,  &c.  that  it  had  paffed 
through  various  hands  unfufpeHed, 
and  was  not  difeovered  till  it  came 
to  a  certain  department  in  the 
routine  of  that  office,  through 
which  no  forgery  whatever  can  pafs 
undiscovered.  This  occafioned  a 
condderable  alarm,  and  notes  upon 
notes  bowed  in  about  the  lottery 
and  Chridmas  times,  without  even 
the  lead  poffibility  of  tracing  out 
the  firh  negociator.  Various  con- 
fultations  were  held,  and  plans  laid, 
but  in  vain. 

Had  Mr.  Price  permitted  a  part¬ 
ner  in  his  proceeding,  had  he  em¬ 
ployed  an  engraver,  had  he  pro¬ 
cured  paper  to  be  made  for  him, 
with  water-marks  put  into  it,  he 
mud  have  been  Soon  difeovered ; 
but  Price  was  himfelf  alone:  he 
engraved  his  own  plates*  he  made 
his  own  paper,  with  the  water¬ 
marks,  and  he  was  his  own  nego¬ 
ciator, 
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ciator,  thereby  confining  a  fecret  to 
his  own  breali,  which  he  deemed 
not  at  eafe  in  the  bread  of  another ; 
even  Mrs.  Price  had  not  the  lead 
fuipicion  of  his  proceedings.  Hav¬ 
ing  praCtifed  engraving  till  he  had 
made  himfelf  fufficient  mailer  of  it, 
he  then  made  his  own  ink  to  prove 
his  own  works  :  having  purchafed 
implements,  and  manufactured  the 
water-mark,  he  next  let  himfelf  to 
counterfeit  the  hand  writings,  and 
fucceeded  fo  far,  as  even  to  puzzle 
a  part  or  the  tirib  body  of  men  in 
the  world. 

31.  The  long  contefted  caufe  be¬ 
tween  the  vicar  oi  Odiam,  plain¬ 
tiff,  and  the  chancellor  of  Sarum, 
and  others,  defendants,  was  lately 
fettled  by  the  judges  of  the  Ex¬ 
chequer,  in  favour  of  the  plaintiff, 
by  his  having  a  prefcriptive  right 
to  all  final!  tithes,  though  he  could 
not  produce  an  endowment.  By 
this  decifion  that  right  of  the  infe¬ 
rior  clergy  to  the  tithes  of  clo¬ 
ver-feed,  turnip-feed,  and  all  fmall 
tithes  whatever,  is  finally  fettled. 

Edinburgh-,  Jan .  20.  The  court 
of  fefiion  this  day  determined  a 
caufe  of  a  very  lingular  nature 
Some  years  ago,  the  rev.  Mr. 
William  Shaw,  formerly  mini  Her  of 
Ardolach,  publifhed  by  fubfcrip- 
tion  a  Dictionary  of  the  Gaelic 
Language.  Previous  to  the  publi¬ 
cation,  propofals  were  exhibited  to 
the  public,  containing  an  enume¬ 
ration  of  various  particulars,  which 
it  was  propofed  fhoiild  be  inferted 
in  the  dictionary.  After  the  dic¬ 
tionary  was  printed  and  publifhed, 
about  four -tilths  of  the  fubfcribers 
accepted  of  the  book,  and  paid  their 
fubfcription  money  ;  but  feveral  of 
the  fubfcribers  declined  paying  their 
fublcriptions,  alleging,  that,  as  the 
author  had  not  fpecifically  fulfilled 
the  terms  of  his  propofals,  they 
were  not  bound  to  accept  the  book, 
which  they  alfo  declared  was  a  very 


bad  performance,  and  in  no  view  a 
proper  Dictionary  of  the  Gaelic 
Language.  An  aCtion  was  brought 
by  Mr.  Shaw  againfl  the  refracto¬ 
ry  fubfcribers  before  the  court  of 
fellion,  in  which  a  proof  was  led, 
as  to  the  merit  of  the  work ;  and 
all  the  witneffes  agreed,  that  the 
author  had  not  fulfilled  the  terms 
of  his  propofals,  although  one  or 
two  of  the  witneffes,  at  the  fame 
time,  thought  the  dictionary  was 
an  acquifit  on  to  the  Gaelic  lan¬ 
guage,  and  that  they  had  derived 
confiderable  benefit  from  it.  The 
court  were  of  opinion,  that  al-. 
though  the  purfuer  had  not  fulfill¬ 
ed  the  terms  of  his  printed  propo- 
fals,  yet  as  the  defenders  could  not 
inftmCt  that  he  had  wilfully  fup- 
preffed  any  of  his  materials,  or 
been  guilty  of  fraud  or  deceit  im 
the  execution  of  the  book,  the  fub¬ 
fcribers  were  liable  ;  and  the  court 
alfo  found  the  prifoner  entitled  to 
his  expences. 

FEBRUARY.  '  ' 

3.  Captain  Raphel,  of  the  brig 
Baiil,  who  arrived  at  Liverpool  on 
the  27th  inff.  on  her  paffage  from 
Dominica,  on  the  23th  of  December, 
lat.  26.  54.  long.  66.  47.  picked 
up  the  crew  of  the  Charming 
Molly,  from  Bermudas  to  Turks. 
Ifland,  which  veffel  had  foundered 
three  days  before,  when  the  crew, 
ten  in  number,  took  to  the  boat, 
to  the  ftern  of  which  they  tied  a 
large  log  of  wood,  which  ferved  to 
keep  her  head  to  fea  ;  in  this  lun¬ 
ation  they  waited  in  hopes  of  being 
relieved  by  fome  veffel :  when  capt. 
Raphel  took  them  up  they  had  about 
one  pound  of  bread,  and  two  gal¬ 
lons  of  water,  the  latter  pf  which 
they  gave  to  each  other  in  a  wine 
glals  full  to  a  mouthful  of  bread, 
once  in  1 2  hours.  The  boat 
(12  feet  in  length)  being  fo  very 
fmall,  one  half  of  the  crew  were 
(A  4)  obliged 
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obliged  to  lie  down  m  her  bottom, 
as  in  any  other  lituation  ffie  would 
have  been  top-heavy. 

7.  About  three  this  morning  a 
fire  was  difcovered  in  the  lower 
apartments  of  the  houfe  lately  oc- 
eupied  by  the  chamberlain,  which 
is  fuppofed  to  have  begun  in  the 
rooms  preparing  for  an  office  for 
the  city  furveyor.  The  wind  being 
very  high,  and  the  flames  increaiing 
with  amazing  rapidity,  loon  de- 
fhoyed  the  chamberlain’s -office 
(with  the  books  in  which  were  re- 
giftered  the  admiffions  of  freemen), 
and  greatly  damaged  the  houfe 
adjoining  ;  but  by  the  timely  abid¬ 
ance  of  the  comptroller  and  fo- 
licitor,  with  the  carpenter  to  the 
fun  fire-office,  the  city  marlhal, 
with  the  military  affociation,  and 
the  extraordinary  exertions  of  the 
engineers  and  fire-men,  the  ad¬ 
joining  parts  of  Guildhall  received 
very  little  damage,  and  the  other 
offices  and  their  contents  were  all 
faved. 

13.  On  Friday  were  tried  before 
lord  Mansfield,  in  the  Court  of 
King’s  Bench,  thirteen  debtors 
confined  in  the  faid  prifon,  who 
had  been  committed  to  the  New 
Gaol,  for  attempting,  in  the  morn¬ 
ing  of  the  14th  of  Auguft  lab,  to 
blow  up  the  walls  of  their  prifon. 

The  indictment  was  laid  againft 
them  for  a  confpiracy  and  mifde- 
meanour.  They  were  all  found 
guilty,  and  this  day  received  len¬ 
ience  :  the  four  ringleaders  to  be 
confined  in  Newgate  three  years, 
three  of  whom  are  to  find  fecurity 
for  the  fame  term,  after  the  expira¬ 
tion  of  their  imprifonment ;  fix 
to  be  confined  in  Surrey  Bridewell 
for  two  years  ;  and  three  in  the 
Houfe  of  Correction  for  the  fame 
term,  and  to  find  fecurity  for  their 
good  behaviour  for  two  years. 

28.  The  foreign  prints  mention 

the  death  of  die  .cardinal  de  Solis, 


archbifhop  of  Seville,  at  the  ex¬ 
traordinary  age  of  110  years,  8 
months,  and  14.  days,  in  the  full 
enjoyment  of  every  faculty  except 
llrength  and  quickneis  of  hearing® 
He  ufed  to  tell  his  friends,  when 
afked  what  regimen  he  obfervcd, 
“  By  being  old  when  I  was  young, 
I  find  myfelf  young  now  I  am  old, 
I  led  a  fober,  ftudious,  but  not  a 
lazy  or  fedcntary  life.  My  diet  was 
{paring,  though  delicate ;  my  li¬ 
quors  the  bed  wines  of  Xerez  and 
La  Mancha,  of  which  I  never 
exceeded  a  pint  at  any  meal,  except 
in  cold  weather,  when  I  allowed 
.myfelf  a  third  more.  I  rode  or 
walked  every  day,  except  in  rainy 
weather,  when  I  exercifed  for  a 
couple  of  hours.  So  far  I  took 
care  for  the  body  ;  and  as  to  the 
mind,  I  endeavour  to  preferve  it  in 
due  temper  by  a  fcrupulous  obe¬ 
dience  to  the  divine  commands,  and 
keeping  a  confidence  void  of  offence 
towards  God  and  mam  By  thefe 
innocent  means  I  have  arrived  at 
the  age  of  a  patriarch  with  iefs 
injury  to  my  health  and  conbitution 
than  many  experience  at  forty® 
1  am  now,  like  the  ripe  corn,  ready 
for  the  fickle  of  death,  and,  by 
the  mercy  of  my  Redeemer,  have 
brong  hopes  of  being  tranilated  into 
his  garner.” — u Glorious  old  age !” 
faid  the  king  of  Spain.  li  Would 
to  heaven  he  had  appointed  a  fuc* 
cefTor ;  for  the  people  of  Seville 
have  been  fo  long  ufed  to  excel¬ 
lence,  they  will  never  be  iatisfied 
with  the  beb  prelate  I  can  fend 

them.” - The  cardinal  was  of  a 

noble  houfe  in  the  province  of  A11- 
daluiia,  and  the  lab  furvivmg  fon 
of  Don  Antonio  de  Solis,  hifto* 
ri^grapher  to  Philip  IV.  and  au¬ 
thor  of  the  Conqueb  of  Mexico. 

Rome,  Feb.  17.  The  earl  of 
Bribol  (bidiop  of  Londonderry)  a 
virtuofo  and  a  liberal  encouragerof 
the  fine  arts,  being  a  few  days  ago 

at 


OCCURRENCES. 


1 7§'6*] 

at  the  Villa  Medicis,  to  examine 
the  paintings  exhibited  there,  was 
druck  with  the  works  of  Mr.  Ber¬ 
ger,  a  young  pupil,  native  of 
Savoy.  The  Engliih  nobleman 
particularly  admired  his  print  of 
Epaminondas  drawing  the  ipear 
from  his  bowels :  he  immediately 
enquired  for  the  author  of  it,  pur- 
chafed  all  his  pictures  at  the  price 
he  fet  upon  them,  made  him  a  pre- 
fent  befides  of  600  livres  tour- 
nois,  and  fettled  a  pennon  of  50I. 
per  annum,  during  his  life,  on  con¬ 
dition  that  he  fhall  yearly  fur  nidi 
him  with  a  picture,  which  his  genius 
may  fugged  to. him,  and  for  which 
his  benefactor  will  pay  him,  inde¬ 
pendent  of  his  faid  penfion. 

M  A  R  C  H. 

1 .  The  king  of  Sweden  has  pro¬ 
hibited  the  ufe  of  the  torture  in 
his  dominions,  as  inimical  to  juf- 
tice,  and  the  intereds  of  humanity. 
The  edidt  bears  date  Nov.  22,  1785, 
although  not  publifhed  before  Fe¬ 
bruary  1786. 

6.  Some  villains  broke  into  Bur¬ 
leigh  houfe,  near  Stamford,  the 
feat  of  -the  earl  of  Exeter,  and  dole 
from  out  of  the  jewel  clofet  a  gold 
bafon  and  plate,  and  a  variety  of 
other  curious  articles  to  a  very  large 
amount.  Many  of  the  articles  are 
invaluable  to  the  noble  owner, 
being  family  pieces,  handed  down 
from  his  anceftors,  the  famous  trea- 
furer  Burleigh,  &c,  particularly  the 
fpoon  which  was  ufed  at  the  coro¬ 
nation  of  queen  Elizabeth  ;  a  num¬ 
ber  of  miniature  paintings  (one 
of  Oliver  Cromwell,  and  feveral  of 
the  Cecil  family)  ;  feme  edeemed 
antique  pieces,  fhells,  pearls,  &c. 

Dublin,  Feb*  2y,  Letters  from 
Gadlebar,  in  the  county  of  Mayo, 
by  yederday’s  pod,  bring  the  fol¬ 
lowing  particulars  of  a  mod:  (hock¬ 
ing  murder.  A  difference  had  for 


(9) 

fome  time  fub  filled  between  Geol'ge 
Robert  Fitzgerald,  and  Patrick. 
Randal  M‘Donald,  efqrs.  Mr* 
McDonald  kept  much  on  his  guard, 
as  he  received  many  informations, 
that  feveral  parties  of  Fitzgerald’s 
men  were  looking  out  for  him  with 
an  avowed  determination  to  deftroy 
him.  In  the  evening  of  the  2 iff 
of  February  lad,  Mr.  McDonald 
went,  for  greater  fecurity  to  the 
houfe  of  Mr.  Martin,  in  the  neigh- 

7  O 

bourhood  of  Cadlebar,  in  company 
with  Mr.  Gallagher  and  Mr.  Hip- 
fon.  They  had  been  there  but  a 
few  minutes,  when  the  houre  Was 
furrounded  by  a  party  of  armed 
men,  who  inftantly  broke  in,  bound 
Mr.  McDonald,  Mr.  Gallagher, 
and  Mr.  Hiofon,  and  immediately 
carried  them  off  to  the,  houfe  of 
Rockfield,  where  Fitzgerald,  then 
was.  After  a  ihort  day  an  armed 
party  led  out  the  unfortunate  gen¬ 
tlemen  into  the  park.  in  a  few 
feconds  a  platoon  was  fired,  and 
laid  Mr.  Hipfon  dead  on  the  fpot. 
Mr.  M4 Donald,  and  Mr.  Gallagher 
were  ordered  to  go  about  po  yards 
farther,  when  a  fecond  platoon  was 
fired.  Mr.  M‘Donald  mdantly  fell 
dead,  upwards  of  50  flags  palling 
into  his  body.  Mr.  Gallagher  re¬ 
ceived  alfo  feveral  flags,  bat  was 
not  mortally  wounded.  However, 
he  thought  it  prudent,  after  dag¬ 
gering  a  few  yards,  to  fall  and  ap¬ 
pear  motionlefs,  in  order  to  deceive 
the  murderers.  In  this  wounded 
date  they  brought  him  back  to 
Fitzgerald’s  boule,  where  they  had 
returned  but  a  few  minutes,  when 
the  houfe  was  furrounded  by  the 
army  from  Cadlebar,  many  of  the 
volunteers,  gentlemen,  and  crowds 
of  people  from  that  town  and  neigh¬ 
bourhood.  They  fpeedily  got  into 
the  houfe,  delivered  Mr.  Gallagher 
in  a  mod  critical  moment,  feized 
feveral  of  the  murderers,  and  after 

a* 
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a  long  fearch  found  Fitzgerald 
locked  up  in  a  large  cheft ,  and  hid 
under  two  blankets.  He  and  feve- 
ral  of  his  people  were  immediately 
conduced  to  Caftlebar,  and  lately 
lodged  in  the  gaol.  The  fame 
evening  a  party  of  armed  men 
broke  into  the  gaol,  fired  feveral 
fihot  at  Mr.  Fitzgerald,  and  much 
wounded  him. 

Oft  end. ,  Feb .  2  C.  The  Dutch 
Eaft  India  company  feems  now  at 
its  laft  gafp.  The  miffive  they 
have  presented  to  the  hates  of  Hol¬ 
land,  is  a  full  proof  of  it.  It  is  as 
follows  : 

44  Noble ,  great ,  and  powerful  Lords , 

44  Being  under  the  neceffity  of  lay¬ 
ing  before  your  great  mighti-nefles 
our  want  of  money,  we  think  it 
our  indifpen fable  duty  to  inform 
your  mightinelfes  that  this  want 
has  come  to  fuch  extremity,  that  if 
we  do  not  obtain  fotne  affiftaace  we 
fliall  be  obliged  to  hop  payment  in 
a  month’s  time. 

44  Being  defirous  to  do  every  thing 
in  our  power  to  prevent  the  dange¬ 
rous  moment,  we  think  ourfelves 
bound  to  addrefs  their  high  migh- 
tineffes  (the  hates  general)  praying 
them  that  they  would  be  pleafed 
to  contribute  to  the  utmoft  of  their 
power  to  prevent  the  fall  of  the 
company,  and  confequently  the 
ruin  of  our  country.  Permit  us 
alfo  to  renew  this  requeh  to  you, 
and  to  implore  that  you  will  have 
a  difpohtion  as  favourable  as  ready 
to  comply  with  our  petition  of  the 
17th  of  January,  by  which  v/e 
recommend  to  you  the  intereh  of  a 
million  of  people.  We  pray  God, 
&c.” 

This  petition  is  ligned  by  the  di¬ 
rectors  and  principal  proprietors 
of  the  Eah  India  company  at  Am- 
herdam. 

Chelmsford,  March  8.  The  noted 

Frances  Dayis  was  tried  this  day 


at  our  affizes,  for  a  remarkable 
robbery,  in  the  dwelling-houfe  of 
Agnes  Bennet,  the  Three  Rabbits, 
between  Ilford  and  Stratford  ,*  hie 
having  itolen  thereout  cafli  and 
banknotes,  to  the  amount  of  125'oK 
the  property  of  John  Wrigglef- 
worth.  It  appeared  that  this  wo¬ 
man  committed  the  robbery  in  the 
following  extraordinary  manner. 
She  difguifed  herfelf  in  men’s  ap¬ 
parel,  and  came  to  the  above  public 
houle,  enquiring  for  lodging,  pre¬ 
tending  to  be  going  to  town.  Being 
told  that  hie  could  have  one,  hie 
ingratiated  herfelf  into  the  com¬ 
pany  of  Mr.  Wrigglefworth,  who 
is  a  capital  grafier,  ©f  Gosfield,  in 
this  county,  and  was  going  to 
Smithfield  market  next  morning, 
to  whom  hie  ahumed  the  cha¬ 
racter  of  a  horfe-dealer.  In  the 
courfe  of  ccnverfation  hie  con¬ 
trived  to  difeover  the  contents  of 
Mr.  Wrigglefworth’s  canvafs  bag. 
After  lupper,  each  retired  to  a  fe~ 
parate  room,  and  early  in  the  morn¬ 
ing  the  horfe-dealer  opened  the 
chamber  door  of  Mr.  Wrigglef- 
worth,  whom  fhe  caught  afteep, 
and  taking  his  breeches  from  under 
his  head,  went  off  with  the  fum 
above  mentioned. 

The  next  day  hie  paid  a  vifit  to  a 
female  acquaintance  in  Newgate, 
gave  her  a  guinea,  and  a  pair  of 
lilver  buckles,  and  boahed  of  the 
exploit :  this  woman  communicate 
ed  the  fecret  to  another  perfon, 
and  the  confecjuence  was,  that 
Mrs.  Davis  was,  the  next  day,  ap¬ 
prehended  in  the  Borough,  with 
fomething  more  than  900I.  on  her, 
the  remainder  having  never  been 
recovered.  Politively  fworn  to  by 
Mr.  Wrigglefworth  and  the  people 
ol  the  houfe,  although  fo  difguifed, 
hie  was  found  guilty,  and  the  judge 
immediately  palfed  fentenceof  death 
on  lier3  obferving,  that  from  the 
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art  and  addrefs  with  tvhich  the 
robbery  was  planned  and  completed, 
he  did  not  think  it  could  have  been 
her  flrfl:  offence  ;  indeed  he  well 
knew  it  was  not,  for  (he  had  been 
the  terror  of  that  county  for  fome 
years  back,  and  therefore  advifed 
her  not  to  flatter  herfeif  that,  In  this 
cafe,  her  fex  could  afford  her  any 
protection.  [She  was  reprieved  before 
the  judge  left  the  town,  and.  after - 
wards  tranfported.  ] 

■  1 6*  This  day  was  held  a  general 

court  at  the  bank,  when  the  chair¬ 
man  communicated  to  the  pro¬ 
prietors  the  following  information, 
viz.  That  the-  di rectors  had  agreed 
to  prolong  the  payment  of  the  loan 
of  two  million's  which  had  been 
lent  to  government,  upon  condition 
that  the  fame  fliould  be  redeemed 
at  half  a  million  per  annum.  The 
proprietors  approved  of  the  mea- 
fure.  and  it  was  agreed  to.  The 
chairman  next  proceeded  to  inform 
the  proprietors,  that  as  the  national 
debt  had  increaled  fo  conliderably, 
the  directors  had  agreed  with  the 

u 

rninifler  to  undertake  the  manage¬ 
ment  of  the  buflnefs  at  the  rate  of 
450I.  for  each  million,  inflead  of 
562I.  which  had  hitherto  been  paid 
for  it.  This  circum dance  made  a 
faving  to  government  of  25,000!. 
a  year.  The  proprietors  approved 
alfo  of  this  meafure,  and  it  was 
agreed  to. 

Hermanjladi ,  in  Tranflwania,  Jan .  10. 

We  have  here  a  frefti  proof  of 
the  degree  of  perfection  to  which 
unfortunate  perfons,  deprived  of 
light,  can  carry  the  lenfe  of  feeling. 
A  blind  man  of  this  city  has  em¬ 
ployed  himfelf  in  joinery  work, 
which  he  executes  with  luefh  art 
as  to  aftonilli  the  belt  workmen  ; 
the  latter  doubted  a  long  time  whe- 

•  •  .  ,0 

ther  he  did  it  himfelf,  and  ima¬ 
gined  he  only  lent  his  name  to  fome 
able  workman,  who  made  ufe  of 
this  means  to  difpofe  of  his  work 
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more  readily,  and  to  greater  ad¬ 
vantage,  and  they  made  him  work 
under  their  infpeCtion.  The  ma¬ 
gi  ftrates  on  their  teflimony  have 
permitted  the  blind  man  to  conti¬ 
nue  his  work,  and  difpofe  of  it  for 
his  own  advantage. 

Rome ,  Feb.  15.  In  confequence 
of  a  meeting  relative  to  the  affair  of 
the  cardinal  Rohan,  the  pope  un¬ 
expectedly  called  a  conflAory  on 
Monday  laft,  when  it  was  refolved 
to  allour  the  cardinal  fix  months  to 
appear  here  in  perfon,  or  to  fend 
a  reprefentative  to  give  an  account 
of  his  arreft ;  and  if  he  does  not 
clear  himfelf  in  that  time,  the  pope 
and  the  holy  college  are  determined 
to  degrade  him  from  the  dignity  of 
cardinal.  ( See  Vol.  VI.  page  6  w) 

Launcefon,  March  z8.  This 
day  captain  Douglas  was  tried 
for  the  murder  of  Mr.  Wal¬ 
ton,  ( See  VoL  VI.  page  58.  ) 
After  a  hearing  of  four  hours 
and  a  half,  the  jury  retired  for  a 
few  minutes,  and  returned  with  a 
verdict  of  manilaughter.  Sentence 
of  imprifonment  for  one'  year,  and 
a  fine  of  a  (hilling,  was  then  paffed 
on  him. 

30.  An  aCiion  was  tried  this 
month  before  Mr.  juiiice  Bulier,  at 
Guildhall,  in  which  lord  Lough¬ 
borough  was  plaintiff,  and  John 
Walter,  printer  of  the  Univerfai 
Regifler,  defendant,  for  a  libel  in 
propagating  an  infamous  report, 
highly  injurious  to  the  honour  and 
character  of  the  defendant.  The 
jury  gave  a  verdiCt  for  the  defend¬ 
ant,  with  1 50I.  damages. 

APRIL. 

1.  On  Wednefday  evening 
was  decided  at  the  affixes  at  King- 
ffon,  before  Mr.  juiiice  Gould,  the 
great  caufe  which  held  three  days, 
brought  by  way  of  indictment,  at 
the  fuit  of  the  corporation  of  Lon¬ 
don,  as  confer vators  of  the  river 

Thames, 
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Thames,  again#  Mr.  Watfon,  a 
fhip  wright  and  wharfinger,  at  Ro- 
therhithe,  for  obftru&ing  the  navi¬ 
gation  by  erecting  a  floating  dock. 
The  jury,  after  five  hours  delibe¬ 
ration,  found  the  defendant  guilty. 

2.  Letters  from  Berlin  iky,  that  the 
king  of  Pruffia,  on  the  death  of  co¬ 
lonel  Vantrofeke,  a  very  valuable 
officer,  lent  the  following  letters  to 
his  widow  : 

I.  44  The  death  of  colonel  Van- 
trofeke,  your  hufband,  command* 
imr  the  regiment  of  Old  W aldeck, 
has  affe&ed  me  m  a  very  particular 
manner.  By  his  death  I  am  de¬ 
prived  of  a  brave  and  good  officer  ; 
inch  whs  the  reputation  he  enjoyed 
univerfallv,  and  I  know  full  well 
how  to  value  the  important  fer vices 
he  has  rendered  me.  The  mfignia 
of  the  order  of  Merit  which  he 
received  from  me,  and  which  you 
return  with  thanks  to  me  for  the 
favours  I  fiad  conferred  on  him, 
will  remain  for  you  and  your  chil¬ 
dren  ever! a  ding  tokens  of  the  well- 
earned  diilmdion  which  he  received 
at  my  hands.  But  I  fliall  not  flop 
here;  you  may,  on  the  contrary, 
reft  allured*  that  I  certainly  will 
neither-  forget  the  widow  of  fo  de¬ 
serving  an  officer,  nor  the  children 
that  he  has  left  behind.  Let  me 
know,  without  any  referee,  the 
real  itate  of  your  dome-flic  con¬ 
cerns  at  the  moment  of  his  death, 
the  number  and  age  of  your  chil¬ 
dren.  Communicate  this  matter  to 
me,  as  to  one  ever  difpoied  to  give 
you  a  proof  of  his  benevolence. ” 

Potfdam ,  Jan.  21. 

In  the  king’s  own  band. 

44  P.  S.  I  have  honoured  your 
hufband,  as  the  model  of  an  excel¬ 
lent  officer  ;  but  lince,  alas  !  he  is 
no  more,  I  fliall  be  to  his  children 
n  father  :  I  mean  to  do  for  them 
and  his  widow  all  that  a  parent 
could  have  done  j  let  me  halve  only 
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the  true  ftate  of  your  means,  and 
I  engage  to  do  the  needful  for  the 
fatishuStion  of  the  family.” 

II.  44  I  fhall  between  this  and 
next  Trinity  lay  out  20,000  rix- 
do liars  in  the  purchafe  of  an  eftate 
for  your  three  children,  the  whole 
direction  and  management  of  which 
fhall  remain  in  your  hands.  You 
mult  apply  to  the  ecclefiafticai 
department,  to  fee  whether  there, 
be  two  vacancies  in  a  nunnery 
within  the  county  of  Cleves,-  or 
the  province  of  Weffphalia,  for 
your  two  young  ladies  ;  when  mar- 
r  lag  cable,  I  final  1  take  them  away, 
and  fettle  them  in  the  world. 

(Signed)  Frederic.” 

Edinburgh^  March  25.  We  hear 
From  Perth,  that  on  Tuefday  laft, 
the  foundation  of  a  large  villaae 
to  be  called  Pitcarine  Green,  was 
laid  by  the  proprietor,  Thomas 
Graham,  efq.  of  Balgowan. 

The  ceremony  was  attended  by 
Mrs.  Graham,  lady  C,  Graham, 
lady  Charlotte  Erfkine,  &c.  amid# 
the  acclamations  of  a  grateful  po¬ 
pulace,  who  were  liberally  enter¬ 
tained  by  their  beloved  landlord. 
This  village,  the  principal  fb.ua re 
of  which  will  contain  about  eighty 
houfes,  is  to  be  built  in  confe- 
quence  of  an  extenlive  Callico 
printing  field,  lately  eftablifhed  at 
Cromwell  Park,  in  its  immediate 
neighbourhood,  by  Meff.  William 
Macalpine  and  Co.  who  are  alfo  to 
eredt  machinery  for  the  fpinning  of 
cotton, 

4.  The  following  dreadful  acci¬ 
dent  happened  lately  at  Brodie- 
Jroufe,  near  Forres,  in  North-Bri- 
tain  :  lady  Margaret  Brodie,  lifter 
to  the  earl  of  Fife,  afrer  fpending  a 
cheerful  evening,  retired  about  1  i 
o’clock  to  her  bed-chamber,  where 
one  of  her  five  children  (a  daughter 
nine  years  old)  was  in  bed,  being 
her  eonftam  bedfellow.  It  is  fup- 

pofed 
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pofed  her  ladyfbip  took  a  book, 
and  while  reading  by  the  fire,  her 
clothes  caught.  She  ran  to  the 
bed,  in  order  probably  to  lave  her 
child,  but  the  curtains  alfo  took  fire. 
She  then  fell,  and  perished  in  the 
ijames.  The  flirieks  of  the  poor 
child  alarmed  the  fervant-s,  as  they 
did  alfo  Mr.  Brodie,  who  flept  in  the 
room  over  lady  Margaret.  The 
fervams,  however,  happily  got  out 
the  child  unhurt,  but  Mr.  Brodie 
was  much  burnt  in  dragging  out  of 
the  dames  the  burnt  body  of  his 

wife* 

r,  Yeflerday  came  on  the  election 
of  a  governor  and  deputy  gover- 
nor  of  the  Bank  of  England  for 
the  year  enfuing,  when  George 
Peters,  efq.  was  chofen  governor, 
and  Edward  Dareil,  efq.  deputy- 
governor.  And  this  day  came  on 
the  election  of  2a  directors,  'when 
the  following  gentlemen  were  cho¬ 
fen  ;  Samuel  Beachcroft,  efq.  Darnel 
Booth,  efq.  T.  Boddington,  efq. 
Roger  Boehm,  efq.  Samuel  Bofan- 
quet,  efq.  Lyde  Browne,  efq. 
Richard  Clay,  efq.  William  Cooke, 
efq.  Bignel  Coney,  efq.  Thomas 
Dea,  efq,  William  Ewer,  efq,  Peter 
Gauflen,  efq.  Daniel  Giles,  efq. 
John  Harrilbn,  efq.  T.  Scott 
jackfon,  efq.  Richard  Neave,  eiq. 
Edward  Payne,  efq.  Chriftopher 
Puller,  efq.  Thomas  Raikes,  efq. 
Godfrey  Thornton,  efq.  Samuel 
Thornton,  efq,  Mark  Weyland, 
efq.  Benjamin  Winthrop,  eiq. 
Benjamin  Whitmore,  jun.  efq. 

Gloueefier ,  April  3.  On  Sunday 
the  26th  of  March  two  young  wo¬ 
men,  and  three  young  men,  of  the 
neighbourhood  of  Weftbury,  in 
fpite  of  the  admonitions  of  their 
friends,  determined  to  take  plea- 
fure  on  the  Severn,  inhead  of  going 
to  church,  and  whilft  they  were 
failing  down  the  itrearn,  a  fudden 
fquall  of  wiftd  overfet  the  boat. 


The  two  women  and  one  of  the 
men  were  inlfantly  drowned.  The 
other  two  men  got  upon  the  bottom 
of  the  boat,  and  were  tolled  to  and 
fro  upon  the  river  till  four  o’clock 
the  next  morning,  when  they 
grounded  on  a  fand  bank,  and  with 
the  utmoft  difficulty  and  hazard 
got  to  fhore,  nearly  ftarved  to 
death. 

12.  Came  on  the  ballot  for 
fix  directors  of  the  Eaft-India  com¬ 
pany,  at  the  dole  of  which  the 


numbers  were, 

For  Jofeph  Sparkes,  efq.  755 
Richard  Hall,  efq.  754 
William  Benfley,  efq.  746 
John  Hunter,  efq.  648 

John  Smith,  eiq.  647 

John  Travers,  efq.  628 

George  Tatem,  eiq.  444 
John  Lewis,  efq.  417 


Whereupon  the  fir  If  fix  gentle¬ 
men  were  declared  dulyeledted. 

John  Miehie  and  John  Mot- 
teaux,  efqrs,  are  elected  chairman 
and  deputy-chairman  of  the  Eaft- 
India  company. 

The  court  of  diredlors  made  the 
following  arrangement  of  their  fer- 
vants  at  Bengal  and  Mad  raft,  in 
conlequence  of  the  new  India  bill 
having  received  the  royal  alfent, 
viz.  earl  Cornwallis  is  appointed 
governor-general  and  commander 
in  chief.  General  Sloper  recalled, 
and  to  receive  an  annuity  of 
1  500I.  lor  life.  The  Bengal  coun¬ 
cil  to  confift  of  earl  Cornwallis, 
Me  IT.  Macpherfon,  Stables,  and 
Stuart  ;  and  Mr.  John  Shore  to 
fucceed  to  the  firlt  vacancy  in  the 
fiipreme  council.  The  fyltein  of 
uniting  the  chief  civil  and  military 
authority  to  take  place  at  each  pre- 
lidency  ;  of  courfe,  governor  fir 
Archibald  Campbell  is  appointed 
governor  and  commander  in  chief 
at  Madrafs.  General  Dalling  alfo 
rolled,  with  an  ‘annuity  of  iqooI. 
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for  life.  The  Madrafs  council 
£o  con  fid:  of  fir  Archibald  Camp¬ 
bell,  MelT.  Daniel,  Davidlon,  and 
Caifamajor. 

The  directors  alfo  granted  an 
annuity  of  1500I.  per  ann.  to  lord 
Macartney,  as  a  confederation  for 
the  unexampled  integrity  and  abi¬ 
lity  difplayed  by  that  nobleman 
during  his  adminiftration  at  Fort  St. 
George. 

Carthagena ,  March  18.  The  be¬ 
gin  nine:  of  this  month  an  Algerine 
bark,  of  26  guns,  took  a  Neapoli¬ 
tan  armed  fettee  within  three  hours 
fail  of  this  port,  after  a  bloody  con- 
tefl.  The  next  day  the  bark,  with 
her  prize,  fell  in  with  two  Portu- 
guefe  frigates  and  an  armed  polacre, 
and  a  rnoft  defperate  battle  enfued, 
for  upwards  of  three  hours,  till  at 
baft  the  bark’s  malts,  with  moft  of 
jber  riggihg,  were  cut  to  pieces,  her 
rudder  fhot  away,  and  fhe  in  a  ve¬ 
ry  leaky  condition  ;  yet  fhe  and  her 
prize  kept  bring  fuch  mediant 
Ihowers  of  grape-fhot  into  the 
queen’s  fliips  as  killed  and  wound¬ 
ed  a  vaft  number  of  people  ;  the 
men  of  war  alfo  kept  a  continual 
and  well  directed  cannonading  into 
the  pirates,  till  they  funk  the  bark, 
and  retook  the  fettee  *  but  as  foon 
as  the  Portu gude  came  to  board 
and  take  poffeffion  of  the  prize,  the 
Algerines  let  fire  to  her  in  three 
places,  and  her  captain,  together 
with  all  the  crew,  jumped  into  the 
fea,  and  were  drowned  ;  when  fhe 
inftantly  blew  up,  and  the  prize- 
mafter  and  all  his  people  on  board 
perifhed.  f 

13.  This  day  a  man  was  com¬ 
mitted  to  the  New  Gaol,  charged 
with  a  murder,  at  Godtlowe,  111 
Surry,  attended  with  circumftances 
of  the  moft  vindictive  cruelty.  He 
was  a  pauper,  who,  under  the  falfe 
pretence  of  being  a  cripple,  had 
long  been  a  charge  upon  the  pa- 
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rifh ;  but  being  detected  by  Mr. 
Burt,  a  burgeon  of  that  town,  the 
villain  vowed  revenge  ;  and'  this 
day  he  feized  the  opportunity  to 
put  his  diabolical  purpofe  in  execu¬ 
tion.  He  had,  as  ufual,  taken  his 
ftand  upon  the  road  to  beg  alms, 
fupported  by  crutches  ;  and  on  Mr. 
Burt’s  palling  from  his  own  houfe 
to  the  poor-houle,  accompanied  by 
his  foil,  a  lad  about  ten  years  of 
of  age,  after  exclaiming,  44  There 
44  goes  that  rafcai  Burt,”  he  threw 
a  bill  at  his  legs,  which  fortunate¬ 
ly  miffed  them,  and  then  purfuing, 
and  presently  overtaking  him,  by 
a  blow  from  his  crutch  brought 
him  to  the  ground  ;  this  was  fol¬ 
lowed  by  a  repetition  of  blows  up¬ 
on  the  head  with  his  hand- bill,  till 
he  actually  buried  the  bill  in  Mr. 
Burt’s  lkuli.  Mr.  Burt’s  hand  was 
fevered  from  the  arm  in  endeavour¬ 
ing  to  fave  his  head.  At  this  mo¬ 
ment,  the  little  boy,  feizing  the 
murderer’s  crutch,  ftruck  him  fuch 
a  blow  as  to  flagger  him  ;  but,  fear¬ 
ing  his  father’s  fare,  ran  to  call  af- 
liftance  ;  and  in  the  mean  while  the 
villain  made  off;  but  was  foon  af¬ 
ter  found  hid  in  a  copie.  O11  his 
being  feized,  he  lamented  that  the 
overfeers  had  efcaped  his  ven¬ 
geance.  Had  he  done  for  them, 
he  fliould  have  died  contented. 
What  he  was  not  able  to  effedt,  his 
wife  has  threatened  to  perpetrate^ 
if  her  hufband  is  hurt. 

Mrs.  Bure,  who  had  only  a 
month  to  go  in  her  pregnancy  with 
her  feventh  child,  is  reduced  to  the 
moft  deplorable  lituation  by  this 
dreadful  calamity,  which  has  like- 
wife  greatly  affebled  the  health  and 
fpirits  of  the  poor  child  that  was  a 
v/itnefs  of  it.  [The  humanity  of  the 
public  was  greatly  inter  efled  in  this 
unhappy  afair ;  and  a  fubferipiion 
being  Jet  on  foot  by  the  benevolent  JDr. 
Hawes,  very  liberal  contributions  were 
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procured  for  the  future  fipport  of  the 
unfortunate  widow  and  her  children .] 

- — -Yeil'erday  twelve  malefactors 
were  executed  before  Newgate. 
The  morning  preceding  the  execu¬ 
tion,  major  A  nib  in,  called  in  New¬ 
gate  upon  Thomas  Burdett  (who 
was  to  be  executed  next  day,  for 
breaking  open  the  houfe  of  Mr. 
Chanceller,  at  Holywell  Mount), 
and  aiked  whether  he  knew  any 
thing  of  the  robbery  of  his  houfe, 
on  the  7th  of  March  lafL  ( SeeVoh 
VL  page  2is)  To  this  Burdet  an¬ 
swered  in  the  affirmative.  The 
major  then  deiired  to  know  if  he 
had  any  accomplices,  and  if  they 
were  hill  at  large  ;  to  which  Bur¬ 
dett  replied,  “You,  Major,  I  flip- 
pofe,  call  yourfelf  a  man  of  ho- 
nou r Yes.R — “  So  do  IT— — 
44  Have  you  any  hopes  of  a  par¬ 
don  “No  ;  nor  would  I  make 
the  deiired  difeovery  to  procure  it 
and  my  Immediate  enlargement,  I 
have  long  been  a  wicked  man  ;  I 
deferve  the  punifhment  I  am  going 
to  fuller,  and  am  perfectly  refignedT 

Hereford. 9  April  17,  This  even¬ 
ing;,  the  weft  tower  of  our  church 
unfortunately  fell  down,— -For  a- 
bout  nine  days  before  the  tower  fell, 
the  done  work  of  the  inilde  roof 
kept  falling,  but  nobody  fufpedled 
the  tower  itfelf  to  fall  till  between 
fix  and  feven  this  evening,  when* 
all  that  beautiful  and  magnificent 
jfrudfure  fell  down ;  and  with  it 
part  of  the  body  of  the  church. 
There  was  a  great  number  of  peo¬ 
ple  in  the  church-yard,.  but  none 
were  hurt. 

This  tower  was  efteemed  one  of 
the  mod:  beautiful  and  majeftic  re¬ 
mains  of  Gothic  architediure  that 
were  to  be  found  in  the  kingdom. 
The  height  of  it  was  125  feet.  It 
was  eredied  in  the  12th  century  by 
Giles  de  Bruce,  then  bilhop  of 
Hereford. 
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24.  The  Society  of  Antiquaries 
met  at  their  apartments  in  Somer- 
fet  Place,  and  eledted  the  follow¬ 
ing  noblemen  and  gentlemen  as 
Council  and  Officers  for  the  year 
enfuing. 

OLD  COUNCIL. 

The  earl  of  Leicefter,  F.  R.  S. 
Thomas  Aflle,  efq,  F.  R.  S. 

Sir  Jofeph  Banks,  bart.  P.  R.  S* 
The  Rev.  John  Brand,  M.  A. 
Owen  Salufbury  Brereton,  F.  R*  S. 
Edward  Bridgen,  efq.  F.  R  S. 
Richard  Gough,  efq.  F,  R.  S. 
Michael  Lort,  D.  D.  F.  R.  S, 

Rev.  William  Norris,  M.  A. 

John  Peachy,  efq,  F.  R,  S. 

John  Topham,  efq.  F,  R.  S. 

NEW  COUNCIL. 
George  lord  Arden,  F.  R.  S. 

John  lord  biffiop  of  Bangor,  F.  R,S« 
Guftavus  Brander,  efq.  F.  R.  S. 
John  lord  Cardiff. 

Rev.  John  Douglas,  D.  D.  F.  R  S« 
R,  Banks  Hodgkinfon,  F.  R.  S» 
Richard  Jackfon,  efq. 

George  duke  of  Montagu,  F,  R,  S. 
Sir  William  Mufgraye,  bart.  F.  R  S* 
Richard  Warren,  M.  D.  F.  R.  S. 

OFFICERS. 

The  earl  of  Leicefter,  Preiident. 
Edward  Bridgen,  efq.  Treafurer* 
Richard  Gough,  efq.  Diredlor. 
William  Norris,  M.A.  Secretary. 
John  Brand,  M.  A.  ditto. 

After  which  the  Prefident  ap¬ 
pointed  the  following  Gentlemen 
Vice-Prelldents : 

Owen  Salufbury  Brereton,  efq. 
The  rev.  Dr.  Lott. 

Sir  William  Mufgrave,  bart. 
John  Douglas,  D.  D. 

25.  It  has  been  obferved,  that, 
though  robbery  is  lefs  frequent  in 
France  than  in  England,  yet  mur¬ 
der  with  robbery  is  much  more  pre¬ 
valent.  Of  this  the  following  is  a 
melancholy  and  very  recent  in- 
ftance. 

Capt,  Roberts,  of  Shoreham,  in 

returning 
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Returning  from  Paris  to  Dieppe, 
having  occaiion  to  change  Lis  horfe, 
flopped  at  a  houfe  on  the  road  for 
that  purpole,  at  a  time  when  no 
horfe  happened  to  be  at  home/.  Ra¬ 
ther  than  wait  the  return  of  one, 
he  chofe  to  walk  forward,  defiring, 
at  the  fame  time,  if  one  fhould  re¬ 
turn  foon,  that  it  might  be  tent  af¬ 
ter  him ;  he  accordingly  fet  out, 
but  had  not  been  gone  long  before 
a  horfe  came  home,  which,  agree¬ 
able  to  his  defire,  was  immediately 
lent  after  him  by  a  fervant,  who, 
overtaking  the  captain,  alighted 
for  him  to  mount,  which  he  was  a- 
bout  to  do,  when  the  villain,  tak¬ 
ing  advantage  of  his  pofture,  drew 
out  a  long  knife,  and  gave  him 
three  ftabs  in  the  back,  of  which 
he  inftantly  died  on  the  fpot.  The 
affaffin  then-  robbed  him  of  what 
money  he  had,  and  having  dragged 
the  body  to  fome  difiance  out  of 
the  road,  remounted  his  matter’s 
horfe  and  rode  home,  faying,  oil  his 
return,  that  he  could  not  overtake 
the  gentleman.  He  had  not  been 
at  home  long  before  fufpicions  fell 
on  the  perpetrator,  who,  it  was  re¬ 
marked,  was  unufually  fiufh  of  mo¬ 
ney,  and  not  being  able  tn  give  an 
account  hove  he  came  by  itl  he  was 
taken  up,  and  confefted  the  faff. 

Two  days  after,  the  body  was 
difeovered  by  fome  perfons  of  fa- 
fliion,  who  were  led  to  it  by  their 
dogs.  Ry  fome  papers  found  in 
the  deceafed’s  pockets,  his  name 
and  connexions  were  known. 

The  murderer  had  feen  Capt.  Ro¬ 
berts  take  out  his  purfe  at  his  maf- 
ter’s  houfe,  which,  he  faid,  tempt¬ 
ed  him  to  the  com  million  of  the 
horrid  crime. 

27.  This  evening  the  daughter 
of  the  carl  of  Salilbury  was  chrif- 
tened  at  his  lordfhip’s  houfe  in 
Arlington-firect.  Their  Majefties, 
with  the  Princefs  Royal,  were  ipon- 


fors.  Every  preparation  was  made 
to  celebrate  the  ceremony 'with  the 
utmoft  fplendor.  The  Princefs  Roy¬ 
al  went  firft  in  her  chair.  The 
Queen  next  in  her  chair.  The 
King  laft  in  his  chair.  Lady  Sa- 
lifbury  fat  up  in  her  bed  to  receive 
them.  The  bed  was  of  green  da- 
maik,  with  flowers  in  fefioons,  and 
lined  with  orange-coloured  filk.. 
The  counterpane  was  white  fattin,. 
The  queen  was  drefled  in  dark: 

JL 

green,  coloured  with  filver  gauze  ; 
but  ornamented  with  the  greatefii 
profufion  of  diamonds  perhaps  ever 
feen  at  one  time.  Her  head  was 
covered  with  diamonds  ;  diamond 
fiomacher  ;  diamond  fleeve  bows  ;; 
diamond  bouquet,  & c.  &c.  The 
king  was  drefied  in  fcarlet,  moil 
fuperbly  embroidered  with  gold  ; 
diamond  George,  diamond  hat- 
buckle,  &c.  The  Princefs  Royal! 
was  in  light  green,  covered  with 
filver  gauze.  The  company  pre- 
fent  were  the  earls  of  Hillfborough, 
Talbot,  Exeter,  Efiex,  Clarendon** 
Denbigh,  Waldegrave,  Aylesford*, 
Aylefbury,  marquis  of  Lothian, 
countels  Talbot,  lord  and  lady, 
Fairford,  countefs  of  Efiex,  coun- 
tefs  of  Clarendon,  and  Mrs.  Strode. 
— ‘ The  archbifliop  of  Canterbury, 
performed  the  fervice.— -The  queen 
received  the  child  from  lady  Efiex, 
and  the  archbifliop  received  it« 
from  the  queen,  who  named  it,j 
Georci.va  - Ch ar lotta -Augus¬ 
ta.  Their  majefties  ftaid  about 
an  hour  and  a  half,  during  which 
time  none  of  the  company  fat  down. 
About  ten  o’clock  their  majefties, 
and  the  princefs  royal,  returned  to 
the  queen’s  houfe. 

The  prefent  which  his  majefty 
gives  on  this  occaiion,  is  a  piece  of 
plate  of  one  hundred  and  twenty 
ounces  weight,  which  is  inferibed, 
with  the  name  of  the  child,  the 
fponfors,  &c. 

M  A  Y. 


* 
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i.  About  fix  o’clock  there  was 
a  very  (mart  fall  of  fnow  for  near 
20  miftutes ;  which  was  ftieceeded 
by  an  intenfe  froft,  which  prov¬ 
ed  fatal  to  the  bloifoms  wherever  it 
was  felt;  and,  between  io  and  1 1, 
were  fom©  of  the  mo  ft  luminous  ap¬ 
pearances  of  the  aurora  borealis 
ever  feen  in  this  kingdom  :  the  cor- 
rufcations  were  as  vivid  as  the  flafh- 
es  of  lightning-  in  the  hotteft  feafon. 

o  o 

Utrecht ,  April  30.  The  aftembly 
of  the  Seventeen  have  addreffed  an 
official  letter  to  Mr.  Pitt,  minifter 
of  date  to  his  Britannic  Majefty, 
thanking  him  for  the  generous  af- 
iiftance  he  gave  to  the  Verboorg 
Eaft  Ind  aman,  while  in  the  har¬ 
bour  of  Dartmouth.  [ This  Jhlp  had 
put  into  the  port  of  Dartmouth  in 
great  diftrefs ,  a  contagious  diforder 
raging  atkong  the  crew.  The  inhabi¬ 
tants  hot  daring  to  admit  them  into  the 
jknvn,  Mr.  Pitt  brought  in  a  bill , 
e mb' "eh  recent  rapidly  through  both 
ho u/es ,  and  received  the  royal  ajjent , 
authorizing  the  immediate  ereHion  of 

•  j  •>' 

pro  er  buildings  on  fore,  for  the  ac¬ 
commodation  and  recovery  of  the  dif 
trejfed  fcanirn .  ] 

8.  Copy  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Jenner, 
to  toe  Right  Hon.  Lord  George 

o  O 

Gordon. 

“  My  Lord, 

il  In  anfwer  to  your  lordftiip’s 
letter,  I  acquaint  you,  that  it  is  ini- 
polfible  ro  hear  the  caufe  of  Hendry 
again  ft  Kidd,  with  any  fafety  to  my 
client,  w  thout  your  evidence  ;  and 
though  I  would  do  every  thing 
which  propriety  would  admit  of,  to 
accommodate  your  lordfhip,  I  can¬ 
not  facrifice  the  intereft  of  my  em¬ 
ployers  to  the  icru  pies  of  others. 
It  therefore  only  remains  for  me, 
in  compliance  with  your  lordfhip’s 
reqtieft,  to  acquaint  you,  that  if 
you  do  not  obey  the  compulfory, 
by  appearing  and  undergoing  your 
1786, 


examination,  the  excommunica  ion 
will  be  publiflied  in  the  face  of  the 
church  on  Sunday  next,  forty  days 
after  which  (your  lordfhip  (till 
perfifting  in  your  refufal  to  under¬ 
go  your  examination),  your  con¬ 
tempt  of  the  authority  of  the  court 
will  be  iignified  to  his  majefty,  and 
(the  eccleliaftical  courrs  having  no 
farther  power)  the  temporal  courts 
will  be  applied  to  for  a  writ  de  ex¬ 
communicato  capiendo,  by  virtue 
of  which  you  will  be  imprifoneft 
till  you  comply  with  the  order  of 
the  court. 

I  have  only  to  add,  that  it  is, 
aud  has  been,  during  the  whole  of 
this  bufinefs,  my  earned:  with  to 
fhew  every  refpeft  and  attention  to 
your  Lordfhip’s  rank  and  iituation ; 
and  nothing  but  my  indifpenfable 
duty  to  my  clients  could  induce  me 
to  proceed  to  thefe  extremities. 

“  I  am,  my  Lord, 

4 i  Your  Lordfhip’s 

“  Mod  obedient  fervant, 

“  R.  Jenner. 
li  .Dodlors  Commons ,  May  c 

Lord  George  Gordon  was  excom¬ 
municated  yederday  from  the  pa- 
rifh  church  of  St.  Marie-le-bonne. 
The  excommunication  was  very 
long,  and  took  near  twenty  minutes 
to  read  it  before  the  fermon. 

— -  On  m  on  day  the  ift:  inft.  earl 
Cornwallis  embarked  on  board  the 
Swallow  packet  at  Porrimouth,  and 
failed  immediately  for  the  Eaft  In¬ 
dies.  After  beating  about  the  Ifle 
of  Wight  for  fome  days,  the  Swal¬ 
low  was  obliged  to  return  to  Portf- 
mouth. 

His  Majefty,  previous  to  the  de¬ 
parture  of  earl  Cornwallis,  con¬ 
ferred  on  him  the  honour  of  knight¬ 
hood,  as  a  preliminary  to  his  hav-t 
ing ’transmitted  to  him,  and  being 
inverted  in  India  with,  the  Blue 
Ribband. 

The  manner  in  which  the  king 
made  known  his  intention  of  giving 
(B;  the 
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the-  vacant  blue  ribband  to  lord 
Cornwallis,  reflects  the  highefl  luf- 
tre  on  his  character.— It  was  after 
his  lordfhip  had  taken  his  final  leave, 
and  was  preparing-  to  withdraw. — 
“  I  now  do  it,”  laid  his  Majefty, 

to  obviate  every  unworthy  idea 
that  might  be  entertained,  that  your 
lordfhip  had  made  terms  with  your 
fovereign.” 

'I  he  above  is  baft  ;  but  for  the 
return  of  the  Swallow  packet  the 
above  circum fiance  had  not  tranf- 
pired,  as  lord  Cornwallis  kept  it  a 
iecret  here  from  his  moil  intimate 
f  iends. 

8.  Yefierday  between  one  and 
two  in  the  morning,  a  fire  broke  out 
in  Mr.  Gill eb rand’s  houfe  in  L  ne¬ 
gate -Areet,  which  confumed  the 
fame,  and  the  houfe  of  Mrs.  Nevv- 
bery  adjoining,  together  with  one 
o'her  houfe  backward-,  and  greatly 
damaged  the  houfe  of  Mr  Shuttle- 
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worth,  op  iciati,  Mr.  Wightwick, 
watchmaker,  in  Ludgate-ftreet,  the 
houfe  of  Mr.  Gould  in  St.  Paul’s 
church-yard,  and  the  back-part  of 
Mr.  Wall's,  adjoining.  The  flames 
were  fo  rapid,  that  the  maid  fervant- 
of  Mr.  Gillebrand  fell  a  facrificeto 
their  fury  ;  and  Mr.  Gould  with 
difficulty  laved  his  two  daughters  at 
the  imminent  danger  of  his  own  life. 

1 1 .  The  celebrated  caufe  between 
Mifs  Mellifti  and  Mifs  Rankin  was 
reheard  before  lord  Loughborough, 
in  the  court  of  common  pleas,  when, 
after  a  trial  of  eleven  hours,  the 
jury  brought  in  a  verdift  for  Mifs 
Rankin.  (See  Voh  V 7.  page  49*)  ' 

New  York ,  March  28.  A  gentle¬ 
man  of  South  Carolina,  has  invent- 
eda  machine,  that  will  raife  water 
in  any  quantity,  from  50,000  to 
ioc,ooo  gallons  per  minute,  from 
,26  feet  in  height  to  200  feet  per¬ 
pendicular;  alfo  pumps  that  will 
fill  an  indigo  vat  in  one  minute;  their 
confirudlion  Ample,  and  eafily 
worked ;  pumps  to  throw  an  a- 
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mazing  quantity  of  water  out  of 
fliips  or  veffels,  fo  as  to  prevent 
them  from  finking,  fhould  they  un¬ 
fortunately  ftart  a  plank ;  pumps 
for  Hopping  and  putting  out  fires 
in  cities,  &cc.  even  when  the  wind 
blows  high. 

18.  The  purfer  of  the  Rodney 
Indiaman,  Henry  Wakeman,  com¬ 
mander,  from  Coaft  anti  Bay,  came 
to  the  Eafl  India  hoifl'e  with  an  ac¬ 
count  of  the  fafe  arrival  of  the  laid 
fliip  in  the  Downs  ;  the  Rodney 
failed  outward  bound  from  the 
Downs,  the  15th  March,  1785. 

The  Rodney  has  brought  the  fol¬ 
lowing  account  of  the  lofs  of  the 
Montague  Indiaman,  written  by 
Mr.  james  Elliot,  who  belonged  to 
that  unfortunate  fliip. 

44  December  6,  1785,  as  we  lay  at 
Diamond  Point,  about  feventy  miles 
below  Calcutta,  we  had  taken  in 
4100  bags  of  falt-petre,  and  were 
flowing  them ;  the  caulker’s  mate 
was  going  to  heat  pitch  upon  the 
upper  deck,  to  pay  his  work  :  he 
called  down  t!  e  fore  -  hatchway 
to  the  gunner’s  boy,  to  hand 
him  up  forne  fire,  upon  a  fmali 
{hovel  of  the  armourer’s,  to 
make  a  fire  in  the  forge,  to  heat 
his  pitch  ;  the  boy  handing  the 
fire  up  the  lore-hatchway  (the 
fore -hatches  being  unlaid)  let  a  piece 
of  the  fire  fall  down  upon  the 
laltpetre  (one  of  the  bags  having 
bur  A)  ;  there  was  loofe  falt-petre 
in  the  fquare  of  the  hatchway, 
which  immediately  caught  fire.  We 
attempted  to  Another  it ;  but  the 
flames  increafed  fo  fa  ft,  that  we 
c  mid  not  flay  above  three  minutes 
in  the  hold  after  flf§  firil  took  fire. 
Mr.  Benger,  the  clncfjoffieer,  came 
down  into  the  ho&l*  but  was  forced 
to  go  up  again  immediately.  Our 
cutter  and  yawl  were  hauled  on, 
fhore,  and  the  long-boat  was  a- 
ground  in  Diamond  Creek.  I  came 
out  of  the  hold  with  the  chief  of¬ 
ficer*. 
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ticer,  and  went  into  the  hern  gal¬ 
lery  to  look  for  a  boat.  The  third 
officer  was  then  a  1  mo  ft  along-lide 
the  Dutton,  with  home  men  in  the 
jolly-boat.  Perceiving  there  was 
no  affillance  hear,  I  left  Mr.  Ben¬ 
ger  in  the  hern-gallery,  and  got 
out  of  one  of  the  quarter-ports  in¬ 
to  the  mizen  chain,  and  jumped  o- 
verboard  ;  when  I  fwam  und;  r  the 
hern,  Mr.  Benger  was  hanging 
by  a  rope,  which  he  quitted,  and 
immediately  the  fhip  blew  up.  I 
never  law  any  more  of  Mr.  B  nger. 
Mr.  Williams,  the  third  officer, 
picked  me  up  in  the  jolly-boat, 
with  a  great  many  more.  I  was 
not  above  twenty-yards  from  the 
flnp  when  file  blew  up.  From  the 
fir  ft  of  her  taking  fire  till  her  ex- 
plofion,  did  not  exceed  five  minutes. 
We  loft  Mr.  Benger,  the  chief  of¬ 
ficer  ;  Mr.  MHntofh  the  fifth  offi¬ 
cer;  Mr.  Satnpfon,  furgeon’s-mate; 
Mr.  Wi-er,  Mr.  Vincent  Williams, 
Mr.  Collins ;  Mr.  Chamberland, 
midfhipinan ;  Mr.  Sangfter,  gun¬ 
ner  ;  and  twenty-five fore  mail men,” 
Peterborough ,  May  1 7.  On  Sun¬ 
day  morning,  about  one  o’clock, 
a  murder  was  committed  near  this 
place,  by  a  young  man  named  Hen¬ 
ry  Lowe,  on  the  body  of  Mr.  Ro¬ 
bert  Shenhone,  a  grazier,  three 
mil- s  from  hence.  Mr.  Shenhone 
kept  an  inn,  which  Lowe  ufed,  and 
was  got  in  his  debt,  and^efufed  be¬ 
ing  truhed  any  longer,  and  know¬ 
ing  Shenhone  was  come  to  this  mar¬ 
ket  on  Saturday  to  fell  fome  fat 
beads,  and  that  he  generally  re¬ 
turned  home  late  in  the  evening, 
he  took  that  opportunity  of  reveng¬ 
ing  it,  for  which  purpofe  he  had 
planted  himfelf  on  the  fecond  hep 
of  Mr.  Shenftone’s  door  with  a 
large  wooden  hammer  ;  about  one 
o’clock  Mr.  Shenhone  got  home, 
put  his  horfe  in  the  hable,  and  was 
going  into  his  houfe,  the  family  be¬ 
ing  all  gone  to  bed  ;  as  foon  as  he 
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came  to  the  firh  hep  of  his  door, 
and  feeing  a  man  hand  upon  the 
next,  with  a  great  club  in  both  his 
hands  extended  over  his  head, 
Mr.  Shenhone  hopped  fhort,  and 
faid,  u  What  now  ?”  The  words 
Were  Scarce  out  of  his  mouth  before 
the  blow  came  upon  his  head,  which 
felled  him  to  the  ground  ;  after  that 
the  villain  hruck  him  Several  times', 
then  picked  his  pockets  of  eight 
guineas,  half  a  crown  piece  and  a 
Sixpence,  but  did  not  take  any  bank 
notes  or  b  lh,  though  Mr.  Shen¬ 
hone  had  manv  about  him.  During 
all  this  time  none  of  the  family 
were  dihurbed,  fo  that  Mr.  Shen¬ 
hone  lay  in  that  condition  till  his 
people  got  up,  at  their  ufual  hour, 
on  Sunday  morning. 

Lowe  was  Seen  loitering  about 
this  city  all  day  on  Sunday,  and 
offer we  to  look  very  dull,  and  trem¬ 
ble  much,  which  gave  people  rea- 
fon  to  fufpedt  that  he  was  the  man  ^ 
however  he  went  off  on  the  fame 
evening,  but  the  coroner  the  next 
morning,  after  fitting  on  the  body, 
difpatched  two  men  in  quell  of 
Lowe,  who  was  found  playing  at 
nine- pins,  at  Market  Deeping,  on 
Monday  afternoon,  and  brought  to 
this  city  before  the  juflices,  when 
he  confefled  the  whole.  When  the 
two  men  entered  the  Ikittle  ground 
iu  Search  of  him,  he  cried  out, 
“  Well,  my  lads,  I  am  the  man 
you  Seek :  come,  I  will  go  with 
you,  for  it  was  me  that  killed  Mr. 
Shenftone.” 

20*  The  foreign  prints  mention, 
that  the  famous  Mr.  Blanchard  af- 
cended,  on  the  •  8th  ult.  for  the 
17th  time,  from  Douay,  in  French 
Flanders.  This  voyage,  from  the 
violence  of  the  wind,  may  be  con¬ 
fide  red  as  the  moll  perilous  experi¬ 
ment  which  this  wonderful  aero¬ 
naut  ever  made.  He  went  gf  miles 
in  the  fame  number  of  minutes,  and 
defc.ended  at  1’Etoile,  a  village  in. 

( B  2)  Picardy. 
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Picardy.  Over  St.  Amand,  in  Ar 
tois,  he  dropped  the  following  letter  : 
To  the  Editors  of  the  Paris  journal. 

I11  the  air,  April  18,  17S6. 

44  I  am  reckoned  an  original,  and 
am  proud  of  the  iitle.  With  an 
unfteady  hand,  on  the  border  of 
my  undulating  car,  and  foaring 
eighteen  thoufand  feet  above  the 
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furiace  of  the  terreftnal  globe,  an 
immenfity  of  fpace  at  my  feet,  and 
a  wide  extent  of  airy  regions  before 
me,  I  addrefs,  gentlemen,  this 
letter  to  you.  I  intend  to  drop  it 
over  the  firft  town  I  fee  when  I  am 
delcending,  and  will  lend  you  a 
more  particular  account,  when  I 
am  firmly  fixed  on  the  earth,  and  at 
leifure  to  make  the  neceflary  cal¬ 
culations. 

44  I  have  the  honour,  &c. 

Blanchard. 

24  Owing  to  the  long  continued 
eaflerly  winds,  a  fand-bank  has  for 
fome  time  been  forming  at  the 
mouth  of  Leith  harbour,  which 
is  now  fo  very  high  and  extend¬ 
ed,  that  hardly  any  vefTel  can 
go  out  or  come  in  with  fafety. 
Several  vefiels  have  been  lately 
grounded  upon  it,  and  the  ma- 
gitlrates  of  Edinburgh  and  Leith, 
have  it  in  contemplation  how  to 
remove  it. — The  Highland  fociety, 
lately  efiablillied  for  the  purpofe  of 
building  villages  on  the  Northern 
coafts  of  Scotland,  to  improve  the 
fifheries,  have  already  lubfcribed 
5000I.  towards  that  laudable  un¬ 
dertaking  ;  and  a  plan  of  the 
villages  to  be  built  has  already  been 
prefented  to  his  majefty  by  Mr. 
Knox. 

JUNE. 

2.  Tlds  day  afforded  a  beautiful 
fight  in  the  cathedral  church  of 
St  Paul  ;  6308  boys  and  girls, 
aflembled  under  the  dome,  all 
cdue&ted,  clothed,  and  fupported 


by  voluntary  contribution.  So  glo¬ 
rious  a  picture  of  the  young  oft- 
fp rings  of  difirefs  relieved  from 
want,  and  becoming  ufeful  mem¬ 
bers  of  fociety,  by  the  donations 
of  their  fellow-fubjecfs,  no  country 
but  England  can  boaft.  Here  was 
fomerhing  to  gratify  the  heart  that 
can  feel ;  here  was  fomething  for 
foreigners  to  gaze  at  with  admira¬ 
tion.  And,  to  do  juft  ice  to  the 
inhabitants  of  both  London  arid 
Weftminfter,  theeagerneis  expreffed 
to  fee  the  affemblagm  and  the  nu¬ 
merous  company  of  genteel  per- 
fons  who  filled  the  cathedral,  did 
honour  to  the  metropolis. 

7.  This  day  ended  the  fale  of  the 
noble  mufeum  of  the  late  ducheis 
dowager  of  Portland,  which  late- 
ly  began  at  her  grace’s  houfe,  111 
Privy  Gardens,  and  lafted  38  days. 
They  were  fold  by  auction  by 
Mr.  Skinner.  Among  the  many 
curious  articles  in  this  collection 
were  the  following  : 

A  very  curious  rofary,  by  Be- 
nevento  C'elini,  faid  to  be  the 
rofary  of  Henrietta  Maria,  queen 
of  king  Charles  I.  who,  in  her 
necelfities,  pawned  it  to  the  duke  of 
Orleans.  It  confifts  of  fix  plum 
and  fifty  cherry  fiones  ;  the  firft 
mod  curioufly  carved  with  parts  of 
hifiory,  the  latter  with  the  heads  of 
emperors  ;  and  on  the  reveries 
emblems  and  mottos.  It  was  fold  to 
Mr.  Jones  for  46I.  4s. 

A  moll  remarkable  fine  ditto, 
by  ditto,  faid  to  have  been  the 
property  of  pope  Clement  Vll. 
confifiing  of  32  plum -11  ones  of 
exquifite  workmanfliip  of  fculptures 
on  both  fides,  in  relievo ;  and 
between  each  Hone  is  a  pearl,  32 
in  number,  with  a  larger  one  on 
the  top  of  the  talfel.  It  was  fold  to 
Mr.  Randall  for  1 81.  iSs. 

A  lock  of  the  hair  of  Mary,  queen 
of  France,  daughter  of  Hen.  VII. 

taken 
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taken  from  her  corpfe  at  St.  Ed¬ 
mund's  Bury,  1784,  by  the  late 
fir  j.  Cullum,  bart.  now  fold  for 
six  guineas . 

A  piece  of  carving  in  wood,  re- 
preferring  landfcapes,  with  views, 
in  which  is  introduced  water  with 
veffels  failing,  and  on  land  various 
reprefentations  of  hunting,  with 
boar,  flag,  dogs,  and  men  on  horfc- 
back  :  the  whole  executed  in  a 
manner  beyond  defcriprion,  and 
in  the  high  eft  prefervation.  It  was 
fold  to  Mr.  Webb  for  1  cl.  (5s. 

A  finall  cameo  of  fine  antique 
Mofaic,  fet  in  gold  as  a  ring,  and 
turns  upon  a  fwivel.  The  figure 
has  the  wings  and  feet  of  a  bird, 
with  a  human  face,  and  Seems  to  be 
an  hieroglyphic  .-—Sold  to  Mr.  Town- 
ley  for  1 2  guineas  and  a  half. 

A  precious  fragment  of  an  an¬ 
tique  intaglio,  an  exceeding  fine 
cornelian,  fet  in  gold  for  a  ring. 
It  reprefents  Hercules  as  low  as 
the  waift,  fitting  in  a  fkiff,  and  a 
lion's  fkin  for  a  fail  ;  one  of  the 
paws  is  fattened  by  a  firing,  which 
hangs  over  the  head  of  Hercules, 
whole  ftrength  in  neck  and  back  is 
wonderfully  ex pr died  in  fo  finall  a 
compafs.  It  was  fold  to  Mr.  Jones 
for  45  guineas. 

A  cameo  of  the  head  of  Ait'guftus 
Caftar,  upon  a  remarkable  fine 
onyx,  the  head  white,  upon  a 
jacinth  ground,  the  workmanfhip 
of  fupcrlative  excellence.  It  was 
found  at  Malta.  —Sold  to  Mr.  Jones 
for  229  guineas. 

The  head  of  Jupiter  Serapis, 
cut  out  of  a  green  bafaltes,  a  moll 
inimitable  piece  of  fculpturc,  of 
Egyptian  workmanfhip,  from  the 
Rarberrni  cabinet  ;  the  fize  about 
four  inches,  The  countenance  is 
highly  exprellive  of  fublimity  and 
dignity,  tempered  with  lweetnefs 
and  grace.— Sold  to  Mr.  Hum¬ 
phries  for  165  guineas. 
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The  celebrated  antique  vafe,  or 
fepulchral  urn,  from  the  Barberini 
cabinet  at  Rome.  It  is  laid  to  have 
been  the  identical  urn  which  con¬ 
tained  the  allies  of  the  Roman  em¬ 
peror  Alexander  Severus,  and  his 
mother  Mammea,  which  was  de- 
poftted  in  the  earth  about  the  year 
235  after  Chrift,  and  was  dug  up 
by  order  of  Pope  Barbeiini,  named 
Urban  VIII.  between  the  years 
1623  and  1644.  The  materials 
of  which  it  is  compofed  emulate  an 
onyx,  the  ground  a  rich  tranfparent 
dark  amethyftine  colour,  and  the 
fnowy  ficru res  which  adorn  it  are  ill 
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bafs  relief,  of  vvorkmanfli'p  above 
all  encomium,  and  fuch  as  cannot 
but  excite  the  higheft  idea  of  the 
fkill  of  the  ancients.  The  dimen- 
lions  9I  inches  high,  and  2 1 J  in 
circumference.  It  was  fold  to  the 
duke  of  Marlborough  for  1039b 

The  collection  of  Hollar’s  works 
in  13  vob  confifling  of  the  molt 
beautiful  impreflions  of  many  fcaree 
etchings,  including  many  inedited 
drawings  by  that  celebrated  mailer, 
385b 

Eighteen  drawings  of  Hollar’s,  in 
one  lot,  fold  for  20  guineas 

Two  miniatures  of  ii r  Walter 
Raleigh,  and  his  ion,  capt.  Walter 
Raleigh,  44b 

A  portrait  of  the  duchefs  de  la 
Valiere,  by  Petitot,  84b 

Two  miniatures  of  Milton  and 
his  mother,  34b 

A  fine  miniature  head  of  Chrift, 
by  Ifaac  Oliver,  20  guineas. 

Queen  Elizabeth’s  little  Prayer 
Book,  containing  fix  prayers  com¬ 
pofed  by  her  majefly,  and  written 
by  her  own  hand  in  the  neateft 
and  moil  beautiful  manner  on  vel¬ 
lum  ;  two  in  Englilh,  she  other 
four  in  Latin,  Greek,  Italian’,  and 
French.  On  the  infide  of  the  cover 
her  own  portrait,  and  that  of  the 
duke  of  Alencon  ;  the  binding  black 
(B  3)  ibag- 
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fhagreen,  with  enamelled  clafps, 
and  in  the  center  of  each  a  ruby. 
It  fold  for  loo  guineas. 

A  very  fine  illuminated  mifTal, 
prefented  by  the  duchefs  of  Bed¬ 
ford,  filter  to  the  duke  of  Burgun- 
dy,  and  wife  of  john,  duke  of 
Bedford,  regent  of  Fiance,  to 
H  enry  VI.  1430,  with  original 
portrairs  of  the  duke  of  Bedford 
(engraved  among  Houbraken’s  il- 
luflrioits  heads)  and  his  wife  Anne, 
duchefs  of  Burgundy,  and  her 
deed  of  gift  to  the  king,  bound  in 
crimfon  velvet,  with  gold  clafps, 
on  which  are  engraved  the  arms 
of  Harley,  C'avendilh,  and  Flolles, 
quarterly.  Mr.  Edwards,  213I. 

A  molt  beautiful  milial,  fix  inches 
by  four,  illuminated  by  Julio  Clo- 
vio,  in  the  higheft  prefervation, 
inferibed  by  him  to  the  duke 
d’Alenqon,  '537,  purchafed  by 
Edward  earl  of  Oxford,  from  the 
Arundeiian  collection,  with  gold 
plates,  covers,  and  clafps.  It  fold 
for  168I. 

The  whole  amount  of  the  fale  was 
11,52,1.4s. 

Plymouth ,  June  5.  Y  e  herd  ay 
morning,  the  Pegafus,  captain  his 
royal  highnefs  prince  William 
Henry,  and  the  Role,  captain 
Hervey,  failed  for  Guernfey,  whence 
they  are  to  proceed  to  Halifax  and 
Newfoundland. 

8.  A  duel  was  fought  near  Ken- 
Bngton,  between  lord  Macartney 
and  major  general  Stuart,  of  which 
the  following  a:  count  was  publilli- 
ed  by  the  feconds,  col.  Fullarton, 
and  col  Gordon,  the  former  to 
lord  Macartney,  and  the  latter  to 
the  general :  “The  place, and  time  of 
meeting  having  been  previoully  fix¬ 
ed,  the  parties  arrived  about  half 
pall  four  in  the  morning,  and  took 
their  ground  at  the  dillance  of  1  2 
fhort  paces,  meafured  off  by  the 
feconds,  who  delivered  to  each  one 


pillol,  keeping  polTclTIon  of  the  re¬ 
maining  arnus.  G  eneral  Stuart  told 
lord  Macartney,  he  doubted,  as  his 
lordlhip  was  Ihort- lighted,  he  Would 
not  be  able  to  fee  him  Flis  lord- 
Ihip  replied,  “  he  did  perfeCt'y 
well.”  When  the  feconds  had  retir¬ 
ed  a  little  on  one  iide,  and  as  the 
parties  were  about  to  level,  general 
Stuart  obferved  to  lord  Macartney 
that  his  pillol  was  not  cocked:  his 
lordlht  p  thanked  him,  and  cocked  : 
when  they  had  levelled,  general 
Stuart  laid  he  was  ready  :  his  lord- 
Ihip  anfwered  he  was  like  wife  ready, 
and  they  both  fired  within  a  few 
inftants  of  each  other.  The  le- 
conds  obferving  lord  Macartney 
wounded,  ilepped  up  to  him,  and 
declared  the  matter  mull  reft  here. 
General  Stuart  laid,  u  This  is  no 
fatisfa£lion  ;  ”  and  alked  if  his  lord- 
Blip  was  not  able  to  fire  another 
pillol.  His  lordlhip  replied,  he 
would  try  with  pleafure,  and  urged 
col.  Fullarton  to  permit  him  to 
proceed.  The  feconds,  however* 
declared  it  was  impoffible,  and  they 
would  on  no  account  allow  it. 
General  Stuart  faid,  14  Then  I 
mull  defer  it  t  11  another  occalion.” 
On  which  his  lordlhip  anfwered, 
“  If  that  is  the  cafe,  we  had  better 
proceed  now  :  1  came  here  in  confe- 
quence  of  a  melfage  from  general 
Stuart,  who  called  upon  me  to 
give  him  Satisfaction  in  my  private 
capacity  for  offence  taken  at  my 
public  conduct,  and  to  evince  that 
perfonal  fafety  is  no  contideradon 
with  me,  I  have  nothing  personal  : 

7  O  JL 

the  general  will  proceed  as  he 
thinks  fit.”  General  Stuart  laid, 
it  was  his  lordfhip’s  perfonal  con¬ 
duct  to  him  that  he  relented.  The 
feconds  then  put  a  flop  to  all  further 
conversation  between  the  parties, 
neither  of  whom  had  quitted  their 
ground,  and  general  Stuart,  in 
confequence  of  his  Situation,  had 
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been  under  the  neceffity  from  the 
full  of  putting  his  back  to  a  tree. 

The  furgeons,  Mr.  Hunter  and 
Mr.  Home,  who  were  attending 
at  a  little  alliance,  were  brought  up 
by  colonel  Fullarton.  Colonel 
Gordon  in  the  mean  time  aflifted 
his  lordfhip  in  taking  oft'  his  coat, 
and  requeued  him  to  fit  down,  ap¬ 
prehending  he  might  be  faint 
through  lofs  of  blood.  Colonel 
Gordon  then  left  the  ground,  in 
company  with  general  Stuart,  and 
an  eafy  carriage  was  provided  to 
convey  his  lordfhip  home. 

The  feconds  cannot  help  ex¬ 
prefling,  that  no  two  perfons  ever 
met  on  a  fimilar  occasion,  who 
fhewed  more  firmnefs  and  compo- 
fu re  ;  and  they  are  happy  to  add, 
that  the  ball  is  extracted,  which 
was  lodged  in  lord  Macartney’s 
right  fhoulder.  and  that  there  is 
every  reaflun  to  hope  for  his  re¬ 
covery. 

AT.  Fullarton. 

A.  Gordon. 

The  above  lingular  circumftance 
of  the  general  placing  his  back  a 
gainfl  a  tree,  having  been  left  un¬ 
explained  by  the  feconds,  will  be 
clear’y  accounted  for  by  the  fol¬ 
lowing  extract  of  fir  Eyre  Coote’s 
letter  to  the  Secretary  of  State, 
containing  the  particulars  of  the 
battle  writh  the  late  Hyder  Ali,  in 
the  Carnatic,  on  the  27 th  of  Au- 
guft,  178  ,  General  Stuart  had 
the  misfortune  to  lofe  his  leg,  by 
a  cannon  fhot,  whilft  bravely  con¬ 
ducing  the  fecond  line  to  the  fup- 
port  of  a  poll  which  I  had  occupied 
at  the  commencement  of  the  engage- 
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ment,  and  on  which  the  enemy 
had  kepr  up  a  very  fevere  lire.” 
(See  Vol,  Ill,  page  44.) 

Bruffels ,  June  c.  The  emperor 
has  publifhed  an  ordinance  for 
fupprefling  all  the  Free  Mafons’ 
lodges  in  the  Auflrian  Netherlands 
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except  two,  or  at  moll  three,  which 
are  permitted  to  be  held  in  this 
city,  fubjedt  to  the  regulations  pre¬ 
ferred  in  the  ii^ft  ordinance  pub- 
liflied  at  Vienna  refpedting  the 
fraternity  of  Free- Mafons. 

14.  A  diamond  of  immenfe  value 
was  prefen  ted  to  his  majesty  this 
day  at  the  levee,  by  lord  Sydney, 
Mr.  Haflings  being  prefent,  of 
which  major  Scott  gives  the  follow¬ 
ing  account. 

i  he  Nizam  fent  a  bulfe  of  dia¬ 
monds,  fealed  up,  to  Bengal,  di¬ 
rected  to  Mr.  Haflings,  for  the 
purpofe  of  his  prefenting  them  to 
the  king  on  his  arrival  in  England. 
Mr.  Haflings  had  failed  for  Eng¬ 
land  before  the  diamonds  arrived 
in  Calcutta.  They  were  therefore1 
entrufled  to  the  care  of  captain 
Church,  of  the  io2d  regiment, 
who  took  his  p adage  home  in  the 
Hinchinbroke  ;  the  fame  of  thefe 
diamonds,  and  of  their  immenfe 
value,  had  gone  abroad  ;  and  when 
the  Hinchinbroke  went  dawn  in 
Bengal  river,  a  Lafcar  took  advan- 
tage  of  the  confufion,  broke  open 
the  trunks  of  captain  Church,  and 
got  pofleflion  of  the  bulfe  ;  it  was 
however,  refeued  from  his  hands 
before  he  had  broke  open  the  feals, 
and  was  returned  to  Mr.  Crofts,  the 
agent  of  Mr.  John  (lone,  who  is 
reiident  at  the  court  of  the  Nizam. 
Mr.  Crofts  lent  the  diamonds  to 
England  by  one  of  the  late  fhips, 
addrefled  to  the  care  of  Mr.  Blair, 
of  Portland-place,  who  is  the 
brother-in-law  of  Mr.  Johnftone. 
Mr.  Blair  handed  them  to  Mr. 
Haflings  ;  Mr.  Flattings  entrufled 
them  to  Major  Scott  ;  Major  Scott 
delivered  them  to  lord  oydney  ; 
and  lord  Sydney  prefented  them 
to  the  king. 

1  7.  Came  on  to  be  argued  in  the 
court  of  King’s  Bench,  a  quefltoii 
referved  on  a  fpecial  cafe  at  the  late 
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Salifbury  affixes,  in  an  action  of 
ejectment,  brought  to  recover  pof- 
feffion  of  a  houle  in  Salifbury  from 
the  defendant,  who  held  it  as  te¬ 
nant  from  year  to  year,  upon 
giving  him  half  a  year’s  notice, 
“  not  ending  with  his  year.”  The 
point  was  determined  in  favour  of 
of  the  defendant.  So  that  in  all 
cafes  where  a  tenant  holds  the  pre- 
mifes  from  year  to  yen-,  it  is 
neceffary  for  his  notice  to  end  with 
his  year,  or  an  ejedment  will  not 
be  well  grounded. 

1 6.  By  an  ehimate  delivered  into 
padiament  by  the  accomptant-ge- 
neral  of  the  Ealf  India  company, 
the  importation  of  tea  fo  far  ex¬ 
ceeds  the  confumption,  that  there 
is  the  highelt  probability,  if  the 
Blips  fhould  arrive  as  expected, 
that  there  will  remain  in  the  com¬ 
pany’s  warehoufes,  on  the  ill  of 
December,  i  790,  twenty-three  mil¬ 
lions  of  tea  unfold.  The  confump¬ 
tion  of  tea  of  all  forts,  amounts  annu¬ 
ally  to  about  1 6,000, coo  of  pounds, 
according  to  this  ehimate,  and  the 
imports  to  about  i8,ooo,oco. 

On  Thurfday  lad  came  on  to  be 
tried  before  Mr.  juf  ice  Buller,  at 
Guildhall,  a  cau fe  wherein  Thomas 
Thomas,  who  defcribed  himfelf 
to  be  a 'merchant  in  Palace-yard, 
Weflminfler,  was  plaintiff,  and  Mr. 
John  Vaughan,  an  eminent  fugar- 
baker,  in  Thamesdlreet,  was  de¬ 
fendant;  which  adtion  was  brought 
by  the  plaintiff  as  the  holder  or 
bearer  of  a  cafh  note  or  draft  drawn 
by  the  defendant,  upon  the  cafhiers 
of  the  Bank  of  England,  for  249!. 
in  favour  of  Richard  Neave,  efq. 
and  which  draft  was  picked  out  of 
the  pocket  of  Mr.  N cave’s  clerk, 
as  he  was  going  to  the  Bank,  and 
afterwards  came  to  the  hands  of  the 
plaintiff,  who  alleged  he  received 
it  of  one  Wa  Ton  Aflitcn  fora  valu¬ 
able  confideration.  In  the  courfe 
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of  the  trial  it  appeared,  that  the 
draft  was  dated  the  2d  of  March, 
and  not  prefented  for  payment  until 
the  v d  of  April,  and  that  on  the 
fame  being  ref u fed  to  be  paid,  the 
plaintiff  and  Afhton  voluntarily 
made  affidavits  before  the  lord 
mayor,  hating  the  circumffances 
of  the  receipt  of  it,  and  the  confi- 
deration  they  refpe&ivtdy  gave  for 
it,  in  order  to  exculpate  them- 
feives,  and  to  induce  Mr.  Neave  or 
Mr.  Vaughan  to  pay  the  money, 
and  which  affidavits  were  read  in 
evidence  for  the  defendant.  The 
judge  obferved  to  the  jury,  that 
the  only  queilion  was,  whether  the 
plaintiff  was  a  fair  honed  bona  fide 
holder  of  the  draft,  and  rhat  what¬ 
ever  the  opinion  of  the  jury  in  this 
cafe  might  be,  credit  of  piper 
would  not  be  at  all  fhaken  by  it. 
'Phe  jury  found  a  verdict  tor  the 
defendant,  to  the  entire  fatisfadtion 
of  every  one  who  heard  it 

Tuefday  at  the  adjournment  of 
the  fellions  at  Guildhall,  an  excife 
officer  and  his  alii  Bant  were  tried 
for  forcibly  entering  the  houfe  of 
Mr,  Parker,  hlverfmith,  in  St. 
Paul's  Church-yard,  to  fearch  a 
hamper,  under  pretence  ot  its  con¬ 
taining  run  goods,  which  contain¬ 
ed  a  hone  jar,  and  ahaulting  Mr. 
Parker,  who  inhantly  chargtd  them 
into  cuftody.  The  recorder  laid, 
that  the  proceedings  of  the  defend¬ 
ant  were  clearly  illegal,  but  if  run 
goods  had  been  found,  that  would 
have  cured  all  informality.  They 
were  convicted,  and  fentenced  to 
pay  5I.  each,  and  the  affihant,  whofe 
cafe  was  aggravated  by  his  behavi¬ 
our,  to  be  imprifoned  one  month. 

On  Saturday  came  on  in  the  court 
of  King’s  Bench,  at  Guildhall,  a 
eaufe,  wherein  a  cornfadlor  at  Bath, 
was  plaintiff,  and  Mr.  Samuel  Ward, 
bargemaher,  defendant  ;  tEe  addon 
was  brought  to  recover  14.2U  the 
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value  of  a  quantity  of  oats  which 
the  plaintiff  had  put  on  board  the 
defendant’s  barge  at  Briftol,  to  be 
conveyed  to  Bath,  and  which  were 
loff  in  confequence  of  the  barge  be¬ 
ing  funk  at  Briffol  bridge,  occafi- 
oned  by  a  piece  of  timber  brought 
down  in  the  ffream  with  a  great 
frefh,  in  the.  night  of  the  ninth  of 
January  laft ;  an  accident  which 
could  neither  be  forefeen  nor  pre¬ 
vented,  The  court  and  jury  were 
clearly  of  opinion  that  the  defend¬ 
ant  was  not  anfwerable  for  the  lofs, 
and  the  latter  found  a  verdiCt  in  his 
favour. 

Dublin ,  June  13.  On  Thurfday 
the  8th  infant,  a  fpecial  commif- 
fion  was  opened  at  Caftlebar,  for 
the  trial  of  George  Robert  Fitzge¬ 
rald  and  others,  for  the  murder  of 
Mr.  McDonnell  [  See page  9.] 

It  was  firft  thought  neceffary  by 
the  attorney-general  to  proceed  on 
the  trial  of  the  perfons  who  had 
forced  open  the  gaol  of  Caftlebar, 
and  violently  affaulted  Mr.  Fitzge¬ 
rald,  while  under  the  protection  of 
the  laws.  The  court  agreed  to  the 
propriety  of  this  requeft,  and  ac¬ 
cordingly  the  following  perfons,  viz. 
James  Martin,  efq;  Mr.  Andrew 
Gallagher,  Mr.  James  Gallag¬ 
her,  Charles  Higgins,  Luke  Hig¬ 
gins,  and  Daniel  Clarke,  were  im¬ 
mediately  arraigned,  for  having- 
broke  o^en  the  gaol  of  Caftlebar, 
and  a  (faulted  George  Robert  Fitz¬ 
gerald,  efq;  a  prifoner  in  the  laid 
goal.  In  the  courfe  of  the  trial, 
no  evidence  appearing  to  indentify 
the  perfons  of  the  prilbners,  the  ju¬ 
ry  returned  their  verdiCt  not  guilty. 

“  The  next  day,  Mr.  Fitzgerald 
was  brought  to  the  bar.  The  in¬ 
dictment  let  forth,  that  he  had  pro¬ 
cured  Timothy  Brecknock,  Andrew 
Craig  alias  Scots  Andrew,  ja.  Foy, 
William  Fulton,  J,  Fulton,  John 
Chapman,  Wallis  Kelly,  John  Cox, 
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fames  Mafterfon,  David  Saltry,  Phi* 
lip  Cox,  Archibald  Newing,  John 
Berney,  Henry  George,  Michael 
Brown,  John  Reheny,  and  Win* 
Robinfon,  and  that  he  had  incited, 
ftirred  up,  and  provoked  the  faid 
perfons  to  murder  Patrick  Randall 
McDonnell,  efq;  and  Mr.  Charles 
Hipfon,  which  murder  the  faid  per- 
fons  perpetrated  on  the  21ft  of  Feb. 
laft. 

ii  To  this  indiCtment  Mr.  Fitz¬ 
gerald  pleaded  Not  Guilty.- — The 
attorney-general  then  proceeded 
in  an  examination  of  the  witnelfes 
on  the  part  of  the  crown ;  and  the 
facts  being  clearly  eftablifhed,  and 
the  evidence  on  both  (ides  doled, 
Mr.  Fitzgerald  made  one  of  the 
1110ft  able  defences  that  had  been 
ever  heard.  He  fpoke  for  three 
hours  with  an  aftoni filing  degree  of 
compofure  and  ftrength  of  imagi¬ 
nation.  The  lord  chief  baron  then 
gave  an  excellent  charge  to  the 
jury,  who  withdrew,  and  in  a  few  mi¬ 
nutes  brought  in  their  verdiCtguiltv. 

The  next  day,  the  lord  chief 
baron  informed  the  attorney-gene¬ 
ral,  that  the  reafon  why  fentence 
of  death,  and  execution,  were  not 
awarded  againft  George  Robert  Fitz¬ 
gerald,  had  been  owing  to  his  recol¬ 
lection  how  the  law  of  murderers 
flood  in  England  ;  for  that  the  cri¬ 
minal  there  had  the  benefit  of  the 
fabbath  His  lordfhip,  therefore, 
thought  it  a  good  precedent  to  go 
by,  particularly  as  he  had  confulted 
with  his  brother  judge  (Mr.  baron 
Power)  who  was  of  the  fame  opinion. 

John  Fulton,  William  Fulton, 
Archibald  Newing,  John  Reheny, 
and  David  Simpfon,  were  this  day 
tried  for  the  fame  murder,  and. 
found  guilty  ;  and  ten  others  were 
acquitted. 

Mr. Brecknock  was  tried  on  Mon¬ 
day,  and  found  guilty.  When  this 
trial  was  over,  Mr.  Fitzgerald  be¬ 
ing 
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ing  brought  up,  the  judge  proceed¬ 
ed  to  addreis  him  in  a  very  pathe¬ 
tic  fpeech,  in  the  courfe  of  which 
he  was  interrupted  by  Mr.  Fitzge¬ 
rald,  who  implored  him  to  grant 
him  time  to  make  his  peace  with 
heaven.  The  judge  declared  that 
this  was  not  in  his  power. 

The  fame  day,  Mr.  Fitzgerald, 
Mr.  Brecknock,'  and  John  Fulton, 
were  executed  at  Caftlebar ;  but 
the  execution  of  the  four  other  con¬ 
victs  was  poftponed  to  a  future  day. 

The  body  of  beorge  Robert  Fitz¬ 
gerald  was,  immediately  after  the 
execution,  carried  to  the  ruins  of 
Turlagh-houfe,  and  was  waked  in 
a  liable  adjoining,  with  a  few  can¬ 
dles  placed  about  it.  On  the  next 
day  it  was  carried  to  the  church¬ 
yard  at  Turlagh,  where  it  was  bu¬ 
ried  on  what  is  generally  termed  the 
wrong  lide  of  the  church,  in  his 
clothes,  without  a  coffin. 

19.  This  day  was  tried  before 
lord  Loughborough,  in  the  court 
of  common  pleas,  Weftminfter,  the 
aftion  brought  by  the  right  hon. 
Charles  James  Fox,  againft  Thomas 
Corbet,  efq.  high  bailiff  of  Weft- 
roinfter,  for  not  having  made  a  re¬ 
turn  of  him  as  reprefentative  of 
Weftminfter,  when  duly  defied  by 
a  legal  majority  of  votes.  The  da¬ 
mages  were  laid  at  100, cool. 

There  were  two  counts  in  the 
declaration. — The  fir  if  was  for  de¬ 
fendant’s  malic io ully  and  illegally 
poftponing  to  make  a  return  to  the 
writ  directed  to  him  by  the  fheriffs, 
to  return  two  reprefehtatives  to  lit 
in  parliament  for  the  city”  of  Weft- 
mi  niter,  whereby  plaintiff  was  pre¬ 
vented  from  taking  his  feat  for  10 
months,  though  duly  defied — The 
fecond  was  for  defendant’s  malici¬ 
ously,  &c.  granting  a  lcrutiny, 
which  he  was  not  authorifed  to  do. 
Alter  a  trial  of  nine  hours,  the  ju¬ 


ry  brought  in  a  verdict  for  the 
plaintiff,  with  2000I.  damages. 

2  r .  Six  malefactors  were  execut¬ 
ed  before  Newgate,  among  whom 
was  Jonathan  Harwood,  foraffault- 
ing  Mr.  Drummond  on  the  high¬ 
way,  and  obtaining  money  from 
Fim  by  threats  of  charging  him 
with  an  odious  crime.  Ihdebe  Har¬ 
ris  was  burnt,  about  the  fame  time, 
for  counterfeiting  (hillings. 

24.  A  common  hall  was  held  for 
the  eleffion  of  the  annual  city  offi¬ 
cers  ;  when  Charles  Higgins,  efq. 
and  Edward  Watfon,  efq.  were  e- 
lefted  file  riffs  ;  and  the  chamber- 
lain,  bridge- matters,  and  aleconers 
re-elefted.  The  election  of  auditors 
was  attended  with  fome  extraordi¬ 
nary  circumftances  ;  to  underdand 
which  it  is  neceffiiry  to  obferve, 
that  by  immemorial  ufage  (which 
in  all  cities  and  corporations  is  law, 
when  not  altered  by  aft  of  parlia¬ 
ment)  the  auditors,  who  are  four 
in  number,  are  elefted  for  the  city, 
two  every  year  ;  that  is,  the  two 
feniors  are  amoved,  and  two  new 
ones  are  elefted  ;  but  in  the  pre- 
fent  year  Meff.  Tomlins  and  Love¬ 
land,  who  have  lerved  two  years, 
refilled  to  be  amoved  ;  and  their 
friends  fupported  their  re-ele'ftion. 
The  recorder,  from  the  buffings, 
explained  the  law.  The  livery  pre- 
fent,  who  were  very  few,  refufed 
to  acquiefce  in  this  explanation,  and 
infilled  on  the  eleftion  of  Mr.  Tom¬ 
lins  and  Mfr.  Loveland  :  Mr.  Stock 
and  Mr.  Nevtlelhip,  two  new  candi¬ 
dates  were  put  up.  Refpe  fling  the 
two  gentlemen  elefted  only  lalt 
year,  viz.  Meff.  Wilfon  and  Thorne, 
there  was  no  hefitation  about  con¬ 
tinuing  them.  The  fheriffs,  Mr. 
Alderman  Sanderfon,  and  Mr,  Al¬ 
derman  Warfon,  finding  the  tem¬ 
per  of  the  hall  to  be  again  it  the  o- 
pinion  of  the  recorder,  thought  it 
/  '  molt 
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inoft  prudent  to  return  the  whole 
fix.  The  queftion  was  debarnd  in 
the  court  of  aldermen  above  an 
hour  and  a  half.  When  the  lord 
mayor  and  aldermen  returned  to  the 
huttings,  the  recorder  declared  the 
report  of  the  die  riffs  ;  viz.  that 
Meff.  Higgins  and  Watfon  were  e- 
lected  lire  riff’s  ;  that  Mr.  Wilkes 
was  re-elelted  chamberlain  ;  that 
Meff.  Dixon  and  Burbank  were  re- 
elelted  bridge- matter's  ;  that  Meff. 
Hardy,  Oldaker,  Brooks,  and  Ne- 
bltt  were  re-elected  aleconners  ;  that 
Meff.  Tomlins,  Loveland,  Wilfon, 
Thorne,  '  Stock,  and  Nettlelhip 
were  returned  as  auditors,  and  that 
the  fherifts  had  declared  the  majo¬ 
rity  of  hands  in  favour  of  the  ffrft 
four :  but  that  by  the  law  and  uf- 
age  of  the  city,  the  two  firft  were 
ineligible.  A  poll  was,  however, 
demanded  for  the  ffrft  two  ;  which 
was  granted.  (See  Page  31.) 

Yefterday  was  tried  before  lord 
Loughborough,  in  the  court  of 
common  pleas,  Guildhall,  a  caufe 
wherein  Richard  Leake,  a  matter 
hat-maker  of  Southwark,  was  plain¬ 
tiff,  and  one  Andrew  White,  a 
journeyman  hat-maker,  defendant. 
The  plaintiff  had  fuftained  a  very 
great  injury  by  a  combination  of 
journeymen  bat-makers,  who  had 
formed  themfelves  into  a  fociety, 
which  they  called  “Laudable;” 
but  which,  in  fait,  was  to  harrafs. 
opprefs,  and  govern  the  capital 
hat-makers,  and  hinder  letter  maf- 
ters  from  taking  apprentices,  and 
the  plaimiff  was  a  mailer  of  the  laft 
defeription.  Some  time  ago  the 
members  of  this  combination  tingl¬ 
ed  out -the  plaintiff  for  the  purpoie 
of  obliging  him  to  part  with  his  ap¬ 
prentices,  and  they  deputed  five  of 
their  members  to  go  to  the  manu¬ 
factory  of  Meff.  Cox  and  North 
of  Southwark,  who  employed  the 
plaintiff  in  the  finifliing  branch  of 
the  faid  trade,  to  inform  them  that 
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if  they  any  longer  employed  the 
plaintiff,  they  fhould  not  have  a 
man  to  work  for  them  ;  the  faid 
Meff.  Cox  and  North  were  there¬ 
fore  obliged  to  difeharge  the  plain¬ 
tiff'  from  their  employ,  or  entirely 
flop  their  manufactory,  wherein  jfa 
or  80  men  were  conftantly  employ¬ 
ed,  and  by  this  means  the  plaintiff 
has  been  deprived  of  employ  for 
himfelf  and  apprentices  ever  lince, 
to  his  almoft  utter  ruin.- — The  jury 
found  a  verdict  for  the  plaintiff 
with  100I.  damages,  and  cofts  of 
fuit. 

Salijbury ,  June  24.  A  remark¬ 
able  in  dance  of  the  terrors  of  a  guil¬ 
ty  confluence  occurred  here  lately. 
On  the  1 6th  inlt.  Jarvis  Matchem, 
a  failor,  went  before  our  mayor, 
attended  by  a  companion,  and  vo¬ 
luntarily  confefled  himfelf  to  be 
guilty  of  the  murder  of  a  drum¬ 
mer,  in  Huntingtonfhire,  about  fe- 
ven  years  ago.  He  declared  that  he 
had  lived  in  various  fituationsfince  ; 
that,  excepting  this  murder,  he* 
had  at  no  time  of  his  life  done  any 
injury  to  fociety  ;  that  until  the 
moment  of  committing  it,  he  had 
not  the  ieaft  idea  thereof,  and  that 
he  had  no  provocation  from  the  de- 
ceafed,  excepting  that  he  gave  him 
ill-language  ;  that  from  the  fata! 
hour  he  had  been  a  ftranger  to  all 
enjoyment  of  life  or  peace  of  mind, 
the  recollection  thereof  perpetually 
haunting  his  imagination,  and  oft¬ 
en  rendering  his  life  a  burthen  al¬ 
moft  infupportable  ;  that  in  travell¬ 
ing  wirh  Sheppard  his  companion, 
on  Thurfday  the  15th  inttant, 
upon  the  road  to  this  city,  they 
were  overtaken  near  Woodyate’s 
inn  by  a  thunder  ftorm,  in 
which  he  faw  feveral  ftrange  fpec- 
tres.  Sheppard  corroborated  this 
part  of  the  ftory,  fo  far  as  relates 
to  the  horror  of  the  unhappy  man, 
who  was  often  running  about  like 
one  dill  railed,  then  falling  on  his 
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knees  imploring  mercy,  and,  as 
appeared  to  him,  was  quite  infane  ; 
lie  queftioned  him  when  he  was 
more  compofed,  as  to  the  reafon  of 
fuch  extraordinary  conduct,  when 
he  told  him  or  this  murder,  and 
begged  that  he  world  deliver  him 
into  the  hands  of  juftice  at  the  next 
place  they  fhould  arrive  at,  for  that 
his  life  was  hateful,  his  nights 
without  fteep,  and  full  of  woe.. 
The  man  perilling  in  his  conftf- 
fon  (though  he  declined  figning  it) , 
and  {hewing  no  appearance  of  infa- 
nity,  was  committed  to  the  gaol. 

26.  Yefterday  morning  early, 
fo  in e  thieves  bioke  into  the  public 
office  belonging  to  the  m afters  in 
chancery,  in  Symond’s-inn,  Chan¬ 
cery. lane  ;  but  not  meeting  with 
their  expefted  booty,  they  fet  fire 
to  the  chambers  in  leveral  places, 
which  are  entirely  deftroyed,  toge¬ 
ther  with  the  papers  thereof.  For¬ 
tunately  the  fire  was  timely  disco¬ 
vered,  and  the  lives  and  properties 
of  many  individuals  laved,  by  the 
immediate  affiftance  of  engines  and 
plenty  of  water. 

30.  A  very  interefiing  caufe  was 
determined  in  the  cockpit  by  an 
appeal  to  the  lords  of  the  council 
from  the  court  of  admiralty.  The 
queftion  related  to  the  prize  or  cap¬ 
ture  made  by  commodore  Johnftone, 
laft  war-  it  was  whether  the  cap¬ 
ture  was  prize  or  booty,  and  then 
confequently  whether  the  property 
then  taken  by  the  fleet  and  land 
forces  under  his  command  came 
within  the  prize  aft.  As  the  defti- 
nation  of  the  armament  was  again  ft 
the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  and  as  a 
conftderable  land  force  under  the 
command  of  general  Meadows,  was 
aboard  and  ftiared  in  the  aftion  ; 
their  lordfhips  determined  that  the 
cafe  in  queftion  did  not  come  with¬ 
in  the  prize  aft.  The  confequence 
is,  that  the  whole  property  is  claim¬ 


ed  by  the  crown,  and  the  captors 
muft  relinquifh  their  hopes  of  prize- 
money,  and  depend  on  the  royal 
bounty  for  whatever  conq.enfation 
his  majefty  may  think  proper. 

Boris,  J  ■une  .  Y e if  er day  the  par¬ 
liament  publifhed  an  arret,  relative 
to  the  famous  affair  of  the  neck¬ 
lace.  (See  Fol  FI,  page  63.)  Of  (his 
arret  the  following  is  the  fubftance, 
viz.  the  word  approve ,  and  the 
fignature  u  Marie  A  ntoniette  de 
}'  ranee, ”  were  fraudulently  u fed  in 
the  baigain  which  took  place  relat¬ 
ive  to  the  diamonds,  and  thofe  words 
are  fa  1  fifty  attributed  to  the  queen. 
The  comte  de  la  Motte  is  fully  con- 
vifted  of  contempt  of  court,  and 
condemned  when  taken  to  be  whip¬ 
ped  and  marked  with  the  letters  G 
A  L,  and  to  be  lent  to  the  galleys 
for  life.  Madame  Jeanne  Valois 
de  la  Motte  to  be  whipped,  mark¬ 
ed  with  the  letter  V  upon  the  two 
fhoulders,  with  a  halter  round  the 
neck,  and  confined  for  life  in  the 
Salpetrierre.  Villette  is  condemn¬ 
ed  to  perpetual  banifhment  from  the 
kingdom.  The  cardinal  de  Rohan 
and  M.  de  Caglioftro  are  difeharg- 
ed  from  all  accufation,  and  Made- 
moifelle  Oliva  put  out  of  court. 

All  Paris  applauds  the  above  ar¬ 
ret.  The  cardinal  returned  to  his 
hotel  the  fame  evening.  The  me¬ 
moirs  of  Madame  de  la  Motte  are 
lupprefted  as  fa  lie. 

.Paris,  June  22.  Yefterday  at  a 
quarter  after  fix  in  the  morning, 
one  of  the  turnkeys  of  the  prifon 
went  up  to  Madame  de  la  Motte’s 
deeping  apartment,  and  told  her 
in  terrible  accents,  to  “rile  and 
follow  him.”  The  affrighted  fe¬ 
male  refufed  to  obey  ;  but  when 
file  was  informed  that  a  royal  man¬ 
date  was  fent  to  require  her  com¬ 
pliance,  file,  though  reluftantly, 
followed  the  turnkey,  and  was  by 
him  conducted  to  the  inner  gate. 

5  he 
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Se  was  only  allowed  time  to  put  on 
one  petticoat,  fo  great  was  the  hur¬ 
ry  of  the  magi  ft  rates  to  execute  the 
arret  of  the  3  ift  of  May,  She  no 
fooner  defcended  the  fall  ftep  of  the 
flairs  than  file  was  f'eized  by  two 
fatellites  of  the  law,  by  them  hand¬ 
cuffed,  and  inexorably  embraced. 
When  the  countefs  appeared  before 
the  greffier,  and  her  fentence  was 
read  to  her,  file  hurried  into  the  mo  ft 
unheard  of  imprecations  again  ft  the 
court,  the  parliament,  and  the  car¬ 
dinal  ;  but  this  fame  great;  fpirit 
deferred  her,  when  fne  felt  the 
hangman  putting  the  rope  about 
her  neck :  file  was  at  that  inftant 
feen  in  tears.  The  in ftru merits  for 
her  farther  punifhment,  the  brand, 
fome  other  tools,  and  an  ardent 
fire,  called  up  all  her  former  cou¬ 
rage  ,  for  file  then  curfed  and  fw ore 
in  the  moft  unwoman-likc  manner, 
and  uttered  alternate  cries  of  grief 
and  defpair.  It  was  with  difficulty 
that  the  hot  iron  could  be  applied 
to  her  fhoulder ;  the  executioner 
mu-ft  have  been  an  adept  to  have 
fucceeded  in  that  part  of  his  pro- 
feffion.  She  rolled  herfelf  on  the 
ground,  and  kicked  at  him  with 
fuch  violence,  that  fome  ftrength 
was  required  to  perform  the  igno¬ 
minious  operation.  The  very  in- 
iiant  the  execution  was  over,  file 
was  drefted  in  the  utmoft  hurry, 
and  put  into  a  hackney  coach,  in 
which  were  two  tipftaves  that  con¬ 
ducted  her  to  the  Salpetrierre,  where 
fhe,is  deftined  to  fpend  the  remain¬ 
der  of  her  days.  She  had  the  rope 
about  her  neck  all  the  time.  On 
her  arrival  at  the  place  of  her  de- 
ftination,  (lie  threw  herfelf  on  the 
floor,  and  motionlefs  feemed  to  be 
deprived  of  every  vital  fentiment. 
When  file  came  to  herfelf  file  ap¬ 
peared  quite  calm,  and  without  tes¬ 
tifying  any  vifible  anxiety,  patient¬ 
ly  let  herfelf  be  unrobed,  and  with 
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the  greateft  eafe  put  011  the  coarfe 
fluff  that  is  to  be  her  future  cloth¬ 
ing  ;  her  hair  was  cut  off.  Mr. 
de  la  Motte,  her  hufband,  was  on 
the  fame  day  burnt  in  effigy  on  the 
Place  de  Greve,  from  one  to  three 
in  the  afternoon. 

JULY: 

5.  Came  on  before  the  lords 
commiffioners  of  appeals,  two  cauf- 
es  againft  lord  Rodney,  genera!. 
Vaughan,  and  the  other  captors  of 
Euftatia— ■ — -Mr.  Lindo  and  Mr. 
Ingram,  appellants — the  fir#  to  the 
amount  of  about  i  2,oool.  the  lat¬ 
ter  ioooI.  Upon  both  thefe  ap¬ 
peals  the  captors  were  eaft  in  da¬ 
mages,  and  full  cofts.  The  lords 
who  attended  were  Camden,  Grant- 
lev,  and  Mulgrave 

Berlin ,  June  8.  The  king  has 
paffed  fentence  upon  a  counlellor 
of  the  regency,  which  makes  a 
great  ftir  here.  Mr.  Glave,  conn- 
fcllor  at  Konigfberg,  being  accuied 
of  corruption,  his  inajefty  charged 
the  preftdent  of  the  chamber  of  that 
place  to  make  the  neceflarv  judicial 
enquiries  into  the  affair,  and  the 
delinquent  was  condemned  to  two 
years  imprifonment  in  a  fortrefs ; 
the  counfellor,  not  fatisfied  with 
the  decifion,  made  another  appeal ; 
the  king,  after  a  mature  examine 
tion,  not  only  confirmed  the  above 
fentence,  but  ordered  that  the  de¬ 
linquent  faould  work  at  the  barrow 
during  the  two  years  of  his  impri¬ 
fonment. 

Vienna ,  June  18.  On  the  13th, 
fentence  was  paffed  upon  count  Pod- 
tafky  and  his  accomplices,  for  forg¬ 
ing  bank  notes  ;  he  is  deprived  of 
his  nobility,  and  rendered  incapa¬ 
ble  to  inherit  any  legacy  what¬ 
ever  ;  befides  which,  he  is  condemn¬ 
ed  publicly  to  fweep  the  j treats, 
and  to  draw  barges  up  the  Danube 
for  ten  years  \  his  accomplices,  as 
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principals  in  the  above  crime,  are 
to  Hand  three  days  in  the  pillory, 
to  receive  50  ladies,  to  fweep  the 
llreets,  and  draw  barges  up  the  Da¬ 
nube,  20  years.  The  informer  is  to 
receive  only  the  intereft,  for  his 
life,  of  the  10,000  florins,  with  li¬ 
berty  to  leave  them  to  whom  he 
pleafes. 

ISfeiV'-T'orki  April  8.  We  hear 
from  the  infant  colony  of  New- 
Brunfwick,  that  cultivation  and  po¬ 
pulation  are  carried  to  the  greateft 
perfection,  and  that  large  i rafts  of 
the  unfettled  country  are  fes  tile  to 
a  degree,  and  likely  to  be  equally 
flourifning  from  the  almoll  incredi¬ 
ble  exertions  and  induhry  of  the 
loyalifts,  who  deferve  every  erumi- 
ragment  from  government.  Of  the 
old  fettlements,  the  mod  flourifh- 
ing  and  populous  are  the  townfhips 
of  Windfor,  Norton,  and  Corn¬ 
wallis,  on  the  Bay  of  Mines,  be¬ 
tween  Hallifax  and  Annapolis.  Of 
the  new  fettlements,  the  mod  re¬ 
markable  are  Shelburne,  Parr-town, 
Digby,  and  New  Edinburgh,  and 
the  great  number  ot  hoisfes  that 
have  been  erefted  in  each,  the  iin- 
menfe  labour  that  has  been  employ¬ 
ed  in  digging  foundations,  forming 
flreets,  and  collecting  materials, 
exhibit  the  moll  plealing  profpefl 
of  the  magic  of  human  induftry. 
The  natural  advantages  of  this  co¬ 
lony  are  very  great,  not  only  in 
point  of  foil,  but  by  the  number  of 
navigable  rivers,  balbns,  and  in¬ 
lets  of  the  fea. 

Lemberg ,  in  Poland,  May  25.  Ba¬ 
ron  Wollkohl  has  invented  a  gun, 
which  being  once  loaded,  may  be 
difeharged  thirty-fix  times  without 
interruption.  i  his  piece  is  nei¬ 
ther  larger  nor  heavier  than  a  com¬ 
mon  mufket. 

Verfailles ,  June.  27.  An  arret  of 
the  council  ©f  date  has  been  iifued 
here,  revoking  the  regulations  of 


the  arret  of  the  13th  of  November 
lad,  by  which  per fons  importing 
foreign  carriages  into  France  were 
obliged  to  depofit  a  fum  of  money 
as  a  fee  untv  for  fuch  carriages  not 

•r  O 

being-  fold  in  the  kingdom  ;  in  lieu 
of  which  they  are  now  to  fign  en¬ 
gagements  to  convey  fuch  carriag¬ 
es  out  of  France  in  the  fpace  of  one 
year,  unlefs  they  obtain  a  prolon¬ 
gation  of  that  term.  \_See  VoL  V~I. 
page  9>] 

Dijon ,  June  15.  Dr.  Methenie, 
of  this  city,  in  a  memoir  piiblifh- 
ed  on  the  iubjefl  of  wax,  fays,  44 1 
mixed  a  portion  of  weak  nitrous 
acid  with  olive  oil  in  a  veffel  ex  pol¬ 
ed  to‘  a  gentle  land  heat ;  an  effer- 
vefcence  fucceeded,  and  a  confider- 
able  quantity  of  fixed  air  was  dif- 
engaged  ;  the  oil  thickened,  and 
foon  after  affirmed  a  beautiful  yel¬ 
low  colour,  nothing  but  pure  air 
feeming  to  remain  in  the  compofi- 
tion,  which  appeared  like  wax.  I 
fet  a  part  of  it  on  fire,  which  yield¬ 
ed  no  fmoke,  but  emitted  a  plealing 
aromatic  odour,  refembling  that 
of  fine  wax.”  This  difeovery  may 
in  time  become  a  matter  of  very 
great  importance. 

Cadiz j  June  14,  M.  Sequira, 
furgeon  of  the  garrifon  at  Port  Ma¬ 
hon,  has  lately  raifed  the  tea  plant 
from  feed,  near  Ciutadella,  in  Mi¬ 
norca.  The  fhrub  was  in  great 
periedlion,  and  the  leaf  equal  to 
the  finefl  Souchong  imported  from 
China. 

Dublin ,  June  30.  Laft  week,  67 
oak  trees  of  immenfe  bulk,  and  up¬ 
wards  of  150  years  growth,  were 
fold  on  the  lands  of  Shillelah,  at  an 
extraordinary  price,  amounting  on 
an  average,  to  45 1.  each.  '1  hefe 
are  the  lad  remnant  of  that  once 
celebrated  wood,  which  extended 
from  Carnew  to  Ennifcorthy,  near 
;o  miles  in  length.  The  wood  of 
Shillelah  is  now  totally  extimS,  and 
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lives  only  in  the  month  of  fame, 
after  havingthad  the  honour  of  iup- 
plying  Weitminfler-hali,  Guildhall, 
and  many  other  noble  buildings  in 
Great  Britain  with  timber,  which 
from  its  prefen t  foundnefs,  feems 
to  put  time  to  defiance. 

Vienna,  June  12  The  emperor 
has  fuppreffed  the  chapters  of  Wig- 
threngen  and  Trelergen,  in  Ca- 
vinthia ;  and  thofe  of  Lambrecht, 
Neuberg,  Stanz,  Croatman,  and 
Pallau,  in  Styria.  The  convents 
of  capuchins,  recollets,  and  domi- 
fticans,  are  alfo  abolilhed. 

Frankfort ,  June  12,  They  write 
from  Schleiden,  in  the  diitridt  of 
Aremberg,  that  the  duke  has  grant¬ 
ed  the  proteflants  the  free  exercile  of 
their  religion,  and  aliigned  to  their 
ufe  a  fpacious  hall  in  his  caftle,  till 
a  church  fliall  be  built  for  them. 

Of  end,  July  2.  We  now  reckon 
no  fewer  than  five  protefiant church¬ 
es  or  chapels  in  the  Andrian.  Low 
Countries,  and  they  are  likely  to 
increase,  on  account  of  the  emper¬ 
or  having  tolerated  the  fulled  en- 
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joyment  of  religious  fentiments, 
provided  they  are  not  mixed  with 
political  quefiions.  The  church 
at  Bruges  was  lately  the  chapel  of 
the  convent  of'3tv Antoine,  bellow¬ 
ed  by  the  emperor  as  a  free  gift. 

Rome ,  July  1 .  The  pope  conti¬ 
nues  to  give  frefli  proofs  of  a  true 
Catholic  fpirit,  and  convinces  the 
world  of  what  had  been  before  af- 
ferted,  that  he  would  prone  another 
Gangrtnelli.  The  Englifh  travel¬ 
lers  are  much  ca refled,  and  vifit 
him  conftantly :  indeed,  the  pope’s 
levees  are  made  up  of  men  of  all 
perfuafions,  fo  that  the  fpirit  of  to¬ 
leration  will  in  time  become  univer- 
fal,  much  to  the  benefit  of  religion, 
and  the  happinefs  of  mankind. 

Birmingham,  July  3.  A  farmer 
in  this  neighbourhood,  finding  his 
turnips  for  fome  years  taken  by  the 


fly,  was  induced  to  try  many  expe¬ 
riments  to  prevent  it.  The  follow¬ 
ing  luckily  proved  a  remedy :  to 
61b.  of  turnip  feed  he  put  4  oz.  of 
flour  of  brimftone,  and  four  oz.  of 
black  brimflone,  which  he  lowed  to¬ 
gether  ;  the  brimflone  effectually  de- 
ftroyed,  or  gave  luch  a  di  dalle  to  the 
fly,  as  to  prevent  their  ufual  ravages, 
and  he  has  produced  great  crops. 

6,  Ycfterday  the  fheriffs  declared 
the  numbers  on  the  poll  for  audi¬ 
tors  for  the  en fuing  year,  which 
was  made  in  the  ufual  form  to  the 
court  of  aldermen,  viz. 


Mr.  Wilfon  704 

Mr.  Thorne  70 z 

Mr.  Tomlins  5.76 

Mr.  Loveland  543 

Mr.  Nettlefliip  472 

Mr.  Stock  470 


After  fome  little  converfatioa  on 
the  fubjedt,  the  court  came  on  the 
hu flings,  and  declared  to  the  com¬ 
mon  hall,  by  the  recorder,  that  al¬ 
though  Meff.  Tomlins  and  Love¬ 
land  were  among  the  majority  011 
the  poll,  yet  u  was  contrary  to  the 
city  laws,  as  appeared  on  fearch- 
ing  the  records  for  full  two  hunt 
dred  years  back,  to  return  the  fame 
perfons  that  had  ferved  that  office 
the  two  preceding  year.'.  They 
were  accordingly  declared  iueligi- 
ble,  and  Me  if.  Wilfon,  Thorne, 
Nettlefliip,  and  Stock,  declared 
duly  eledted.  {See  page  27.) 

—-This  day  came  on  before  the 
houfe  of  lords,  the  hearing  cf  an 
appeal  in  the  cafe  of  Edward  Ay- 
lette,  convidted  of  perjury  fome 
months  ago.  {See  Fol.  FL  p.X$*) 
Mr.  Erfkine,  in  behalf  of  the  plain¬ 
tiff  in  error,  maintained,  that  the 
original  indidlment  which  was  re¬ 
moved,  by  certiorari,  from  the  court 
below  into  the  king’s  bfeuch,  was 
defedtive  and  infufficient  ;  for  that 
the  names  of  the  jurors  by  whom 
the  indictment  was  found,  were  not; 
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Hated  upon  the  laid  record,  fo  as 
to  enable  the  plaintiff  in  error  to 
enquire  into,  or  object  to  the  com¬ 
petency  or  incompetency  of  them 
to  find  fuch  indictment. — To  this 
Mr.  Bearcroft  anfwered,  that  it  was 
unnecefiary  to  fpecify  the  names  of 
the  grand  jury  in  the  record  of  the 
caption,  it  being  enough  to  aver, 
that  the  indictment  was  found  by 
12  good  and  lawful  men  ;  that  the 
party  indicted  has  an  opportunity 
of  refortingto  the  original  caption, 
where  the  names  do  appear ;  that 
this  objection  has  been  frequently 
over-ruled  in  the  king’s  bench  for 
more  than  30  years  ;  and  if  now 
allowed,  would  be  contrary  to  the 
•entries  and  precedents  of  record 
for  more  than  50  years  paff. 

When  the  pleadings  were  finifh- 
cd,  earl  Bathurif  left  the  woolfack, 
and  moved,  that  the  following  quef- 
tion  be  put  to  the  judges  prelen t : 

“  Whether,  in  a  criminal  caufe 
removed  from  an  inferior  court  in¬ 
to  the  court  of  king’s  bench,  by 
writ  of  certiorari ,  it  be  caule  of  er¬ 
ror,  that  the  names  of  the  grand 
jurors  are  not  inferted  in  the  re¬ 
cord  and  proceedings  i” 

The  queftion  being  accordingly 
put,  Mr.  jufiice  Gould,  after  having 
confulted  his  four  brethren,  (viz. 
the  barons  Eyre,  Hotham,  Perry  11, 
and  Mr.  juftice  Heath)  declared  the 
unanimous  opinion  of  the  judges 
prefent,  that  there  was  no  caufe  of 
error  in  the  particular  cafe  affign- 
ed.  Then  earl  Bathurft  moved, 
that  the  judgment  be  affirmed,  which 
was  ordered  accordingly. 

• — This  day  was  tried  in  the  court 
of  king’s  bench,  before  Mr.  jufiice 
Buller,  a  caufe  wherein  Mr.  Prof¬ 
fer,  a  ftable-keeper,  of  Tottenham - 
court-road,  was  plaintiff,  and  Wil¬ 
liam  Hyde,  efq.  a  jufiice  of  the 
peace,  defendant.  The  action  was 
brought  againft  the  jufiice  for  re¬ 


filling  to  accept  the  plaintiff’s  fu re¬ 
ties  for  profecuting  an  appeal  againft 
two  of  his  convictions  for  not  en¬ 
tering  horfes,  and  paying  the  duty 
prefcribed  by  the  aCt,  and  for  not 
returning  his  convictions  to  the 
quarter  feffions  of  the  peace,  where¬ 
by  the  plaintiff  was  deprived  of  his 
appeal  againft  the  faid  convictions. 
It  appeared  in  the  courfe  of  the  tri¬ 
al.  that  two  of  the  plaintiff’s  horfes 
were  flopped  at  Hyde-park  turnpike 
by  the  informers,  who  went  about 
for  that  purpofe ;  and  in  conse¬ 
quence  of  an  information  being 
laid,  the  plaintiff  was  convicted  by 
the  defendant  in  the  penalty  of  20L 
on  each  horfe.  On  the  trial  it  was 
proved,  that  the  horfes  had  been 
entered,  and  the  duty  paid.  War¬ 
rants  of  diftrefs  were  granted  by 
the  defendant  againft  the  plaintiff’s 
goods,  and  the  conftable  levied  47I. 
8s.  It  was  alio  proved,  that  the 
plaintiff  had  made  frequent  appli¬ 
cations  to  the  defendant  to  let  him 
appeal  to  the  feffions,  which  was 
refuted  by  the  defendant.  The  ju¬ 
ry  gave  a  verdiCt  for  the  plaintiff, 
with  iool.  damages. 

The  fame  day  came  on  before 
lord  Loughborough,  in  the  court 
of  common  pleas,  a  caufe  of  great 
importance  to  fuch  perfons  as  may 
have  the  misfortune  to  have  their 
goods  diftrained  for  rent.  The  ac¬ 
tion  was  brought  by  William  Briggs, 
a  balket- maker,  againft  his  land¬ 
lord,  for  making  an  unreafonable 
and  exceffive  diftrefs  for  rent,  con¬ 
trary  to  a  very  ancient  aCt  of  par¬ 
liament,  made  at  Marlborough,  in 
the  reign  of  Henry  the  Third. 
It  appeared  upon  the  trial,  that  the 
plaintiff  being  indebted  to  the  de¬ 
fendant  in  14I.  19s.  6d.  for  a  quar¬ 
ter’s  rent,  which  it  did  not  fuit 
him  to  pay,  the  landlord  thought 
fit  to  diftrain  the  plaintiff’s  goods, 
of  the  value  of  80L  to  put  three 
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men  in  poffeifion,  and  at  the  end  of 
eiyht  days  to  remove  and  advertife 
them  to  be  fold  to  the  trade  ;  that 
at  this  ini&juitous  trade-fale,  the 
plaintiff’s  wife  was  not  permitted 
to  buy  any  part  of  her  goods, 
and  together  with  her  hufband  and 
five  children,  were  thus  turned  out 
of  doors,  bereaved  of  their  proper¬ 
ty,  without  a  fingle  bed,  blanket, 
or  covering'  to  lie  on. — The  jury 
gave  the  plaintiff  a  verdidt  for  the 
whole  value  of  the  goods. 

Whitehall ,  July  8.  Whereas  di¬ 
vers  applications  have  of  late  been 
made,  by  people  of  different  de- 
fcriptions,  to  the  foreign  minifters 
refident  in  England,  to  be  appoint¬ 
ed  fecretaries  to  feme  or  other  of 
the  faid  foreign  minifters,  in  order  to 
avail  themfelves  of  the  protedlion 
due  to  pe lions  in  that  fituation,  a- 
gainft  the  ordinary  courfe  of  legal 
proceedings  in  various  cafes  :  and 
whereas  fuch  indulgence  is  liable 
to  many  abufes  ;  it  is  his  Majefty’s 
pieafure,  that  henceforth  no  fub- 
jedt  of  bis  majefty  fhall  be  permit¬ 
ted  by  the  fecretary  of  ftate  to  have 
his  name  inferted  at  the  fheriff’s  of¬ 
fice,  in  the  lift  of  thofe  who  are  to 
be  deemed  under  the  proteftion  of 
any  foreign  minifter,  excepting  on¬ 
ly  fuch  perfons  as  may  be  employ¬ 
ed  by  the  faid  foreign  minifters  in 
the  capacity  of  menial  fervants. 

Carmarthen. 

Ne-zvba-ven,  ConneElicuty  Feb.  2 . 
Henry  Harford,  fon  of  the  late 
lord  Baltimore,  prefented  a  memo¬ 
rial  lately  to  the  legiflature  of  Ma¬ 
ryland,  dating,  that  by  the  opera¬ 
tion  of  the  aft  of  confifcation  his 
Ioffes  amounted  to  327,4411.  and 
praying  relief— but  it  was  rejedled.” 

10.  At  a  common  hall  for  the 
election  of  a  fheriff,  in  the  room  of 
Edward  Watfon,  efq.  who  had  paid 
his  tine,  Paul  Le  Mefurier,  efq. 
was  declared  duly  defied. 

1 786. 


1?.  An  action  for  a  trefpafs  was 
lately  tried  in  the  court  of  king’s 
bench,  in  which  the  right  to  pur- 
fue  foxes  was  determined  ;  the  de¬ 
claration  of  the  plaintiff  dated,  that 
the  defendant,  with  dogs,  hounds, 
and  horfes,  rail  over  the  grounds 
of  the  plaintiff,  broke  his  clofes, 
and  deftroyed  his  hedges.  In  his 
plea,  he  faid,  he  was  huntfman  to 
Mr.  Sturff,  a  gentleman  who  had  a 
right  to  hunt  the  faid  dogs  and 
hounds  ;  that  fome  fhort  time  pre¬ 
vious  to  that  mentioned  in  the  de¬ 
claration,  he  found  fome  noxious 
animals  called  foxes  near  where  the 
trefpafs  was  committed,  and  that 
he  did  follow  the  faid  dogs,  and  in 
order  ro  kill  the  faid  foxes,  he  did 
break  the  faid  clofes  of  the  plaintiff ; 
that  be  could  not  kill  them  with¬ 
out  doing  as  aforelaid,  and  that  bj^ 
lb  doing,  he  did  kill  them.  Af¬ 
ter  the  veraift  for  the  de  fen  Amt  on 
a  demurrer,  lord  Mansfield,  Mr.  juf- 
tice  Willes,  and  Mr.  juftice  Builer 
gave  their  opinions  in  favour  of  the 
defendant,  by  which  the  law  is  con¬ 
firmed,  44  That  darting'  a  fox  or  a 
badger  in  your  own  grounds,  and 
running  it  into  your  neighbour’s, 
was  not  a  trefpafs.” 

ig.  The  following  fimple  and  ea- 
fy  method  for  preventing  hay,  &:c. 
from  taking  fire  in  the  rick,  has 
been  communicated  to  the  public  as 
infallible,  viz.  Make  two  chan¬ 
nels  acrofs  the  ground  of  brick 
or  {tone,  about  a  foot  wide  a,nd  a 
foot  deep,  of  the  length  and  breadth 
of  the  ftavel  of  your  intended  rick, 
which  will  divide  it  into  four  quar¬ 
ters  ;  fill  up  the  quarters  with  fag¬ 
gots,  boughs,  or  other  materials  ; 
and  put  flabs  over  the  tops  of  the 
channels,  leaving  an  open  fpace  of 
about  two  feet  in  diameter  in  the 
center,  where  the  channels  meet, 
to  ferve  as  a  chimney,  which  is  ro 
be  continued  up  through  the  rick, 
(C)  and 
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and  be  made  in  the  ufuai  way  by 
drawing  up  a  balket  or  back,  fluffed, 
as  the  rick  riles  in  making;  by 
which  means  the  air  from  without 
palling  freely  through  the  channels 
below  up  the  chimney,  the  foul  air 
will  be  expelled,  and  the  hay  ren¬ 
dered  fweet  and  good,  though  put 
together  ever  fo  green.  This  me- 
thod  was  pradtified  in  Cornwall  lafl 
year  with  great  fuccefs,  during  a 
very  bad  feafon  ;  was  then  tried  on 
a  field  of  grabs,  near  Salifbury, 
which  had  only  one  day’s  drying  ; 
and  has  this  feafon  been  p radii  fed 
with  the  like  fuccefs  on  a  large  rick 
in  the  fame  neighbourhood. 

26.  The  felfions  ended  at  the 
Old  Barley,  when  twelve  convicts 
received  fentence  of  death,  among 
whom  was  Samuel  Burt,  for  the 
forgery  of  a  banker’s  draught  of 
100I.  who  had  been  recommended 
to  mercy  by  the  jury,  his  conduc'd 
having  evinced  lome  degree  of  in- 
fanity.  On  being  alked  the  ufuai 
quellion,  “  Why  fentence  of  death 
fhould  not  be  palled  upon  him,” 
he  thus  addreffed  the  recorder; 

Myfford, 

I  am  too  fenfible  of  the  crime 
which  I  have  committed,  and  for 
which  I  juffly  delerve  to  buffer; 
my  life  I  have  forfeited,  and  wifli 
to  refign  it  into  the  hands  of  him 
who  gave  it  me.  To  give  my 
reafons  for  this,  would  only  fatisfy 
an  idle  curiofity  ;  no  one  can  feel 
a  more  fenfible  heart-felt  fatisfabiion 
in  the  hopes  of  fhoi  tly  palling  into 
eternity,  wherein,  I  trull,  l"fliail 
meet  with  great  felicity.  I-  have 
not  the  lead  defire  to  live,  and  as 
the  jury  and  the  court,  on  my  trial, 
thought  proper  to  recommend  me 

to  mercy - if  his  majeily  fhould, 

in  confequence  thereof,  grant  me 
a  relpite,  I  here  vow  in  the  face  of 
Heaven,  that  I  will  put  an  end 
to  my  own  exillence  as  boon  as  I 
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can.  .  It  is  death  that  I  wifh  for,  be¬ 
came  nothing  but  death  can  extri¬ 
cate  me  from  the  troubles  in  which 
my  lollies  have  involved  me.” 

When  this  prifoner  had  done 
bpeaking,  the  Recorder  addreffed 
him  to  the  following  purport  : 

u  Samuel  Burt, — as  you  appear 
to  have  Hill  remaining  on  your 
mind  borne  impreffions  of  confidence^ 
and  a  fenfe  of  the  fub million  tha| 
you  owe  to  your  Creator,  and  of  a 
future  ffate  of  exillence,  I  think  it 
my  duty  to  addrefs  a  few  words  to 
you  in  particular,  on  the  melan¬ 
choly  fituation  in  which  you  now 
Hand  :  happy  fhould  I  be,  if  any 
thing  I  could  fay  to  you,  in  your 
unhappy  ilate,  could  ripen  thofe 
feeds  of  confidence  and  of  religion 
in  your  mind,  into  a  proper  ienbe 
of  your  duty  to  your  Creator  - 
you  have  exprelbed  a  fubmillion 
to  the  laws  of  your  country,  which 
is  highly  praile -worthy  ;  but  you 
muff  not  deceive  yourfelf  by  ima¬ 
gining  that  a  defire  to  die,,  ranks 
equally  with  that  fubmillion  ^  it  is 
the  duty  of  thole  that  have  violated 
the  laws,  to  fubmit  with  patience 
to  the  punifhment  of  thofe  laws  ; 
but  it  is  a  crime  againft  your  coun¬ 
try,  to  vvifli  to  throw  away  your 
own  life  ;  and  this  unhappy  wifli 
appears  but  too  plain  from  what 
you  have  now  faid,  as  well  as  from 
fome  circumftances  on  your  trial, 
to  have  actuated  you  to  the  corn- 
million  of  a  capital  offence.  If  that 
was  the  motive,  you  greatly  de¬ 
ceive  yourfelf,  in  fuppoiing  that  it 
is  no  crime  to  mill  uncalled  into 
the  pre-fence  of  him  that  made  you, 
for  that  is  highly  criminal  in  itfelf. 
Your  Creator  bell  knows  when  you 
fliall  have  fulfilled  the  purpofes 
of  your  exillence,  and  he  bell  knows 
when  to  call  you  out  of  this  world  ; 
and  it  is  therefore  the  higheil  Be- 
gree  ol  prefumption  in  you  to  take 
z  that 
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that  fecret  judgment  to  yourfelf, 
and  to  wifh  to  throw  away  your 
life.  It  is  that  difpofition  which  I 
would  earneftly  pray  to  God  to 
convert  in  your  mind,  before  you 
are  called  hence  ;  but  if  there  are 
any  circum fiances  in  your  care 
(which  1  cannot  pro  mile  you  there 
are)  that  fhould  induce  our  gra¬ 
cious  fovereign  to  mitigate  your 
Sentence,  and  prolong  your  exig¬ 
ence,  it  is  your  duty  to  receive 
from  God,  and  from  him,  the  boon 
of  life  with  gratitude,  inftead  ot 
peevifhly  throwing  it  away.  It 
now  remains  for  me  to  pronounce 
on  you  the  fentence  of  the  law, 
which  your  crimes  have  merited, 
and  which  it  is  your  duty  to  fubmit 
to,  but  not  to  deli  re.” 

Oxford \  July  29.  .At  our  affizes 
came  on  to  be  tried  before  Mr. 
Baron  Eyre,  a  caufe  of  great  im¬ 
portance  to  the  public  in  general, 
on  a  quellio'n.  Whether  a  farmer 
who  occafionally  dealt  in  horfes  was 
fubjedf  to  the  bankrupt  laws,  as  a 
trader  r  It  was  an  action  of  trover, 
brought  on  the  affignees  of  John 
Davis,  a  farmer  of  Whitchurch,  in 
this  county,  againfl  Mr.  John 
Sherwood,  of  Purley,  in  the  coun¬ 
ty  of  Berks,  to  recover  back  249I. 
1 8s.  which  he  had  received  under 
an  execution  levied  on  the  bank¬ 
rupt’s  effects  ;  when  the  jury,  after 
an  hour’s  confultation,  brought  in 
a  verdict  for  rhe  plaintiffs,  whereby 
the\r  eflahlifhed  the  trading,  and 
gave  the  above. fum  in  damages,  to¬ 
gether  with  full  coils  ot  tub, 

Madrid ,  July  4.  The  king  being 
dclirous  that  the  accounts  given  by 
different  navigators  ot  the  Strait  ot 
Magellan  fhould  be  examined  and 
corrected,  fome  time  ago  caufed  the 
frigate  Santa  Maria  to  be  fitted 
out  at  Cadiz  for  that  purpofe. 
The  command  of  the  veffel,  as  well 
as  the  care  of  executing  the  kn- 
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portant  commiffion,  was  vefled  in 
Don  Antonio  Cordova  y  Lafo.  The 
veffel  failed  on  the  9th  of  laft 
October,  and  after  a  feries  of  bad 
weather,  entered  the  Strait  fan.  1. 
Notwithflanding  the  difficulties  and 
dangers  of  rhe  expedition,  Don 
Antonio  perfectly  fucceeded,  and 
has  brought  home  a  chart  of  the 
Strait,  in  which  all  the  capes,  bays, 
promontories,  and  other  remarkable 
objects  on  both  coafls,  are  laid 
down,  with  their  longitudes,  lati¬ 
tudes,  and  refpedtive  di  fiances, 
from  agronomical  obfervations. 
On  Feb.  he  arrived  at  Port  St. 
Jofeph,  the  moil  fouthern  of  the 
continent.  They  here  found  two 
bottles  with  an  infeription,  which 
they  copied,  containing  an  account 
of  M.  Bougainville’s  having  paffed 
that  Strait.  The  officers  copied  the 
infeription,  and  added  another, 
containing  an  account  of  their  own 
voyage,  in  fix  different  languages. 
D.  Antonio  then  went  in  his  boa' , 
and  directed  his  courfe  for  the 
channel  of  St.  Barbe,  three  leagues, 
from  the  above  port,  on  the  coal't 
of  Tierra  del  Fucgo,  where  they 
found  the  paffage  which  had  long 
been  conjectured  to  lead  into  the 
South  Sea.  After  examining  the 
weftern  part  of  the  Strait  to  Capes 
Lunes  and  Providence,  which  are 
eleven  leagues  diftant  from  thofe 
called  the  Pillars  and  Victoria, 
they  returned  to  Port  St.  fofeph, 
whence  they  let  out  on  their  return, 
on  the  3  ith  of  March,  and  arrived 
fafe  at  Cadiz  on  the  iith  of  laft 
month,  after  a  voyage  of  eight 
months,  three  of  which  they  p  died 
in  the  Straits.  In  this  long  and 
dangerous  voyage  they  loll  only 
two  men.” 

Gottingen,  July  2^.  The  three 
younaeft  princes  of  Great  Britain 
were  entered  of  this  nniverlity  on 
the.  6th  of  this  month,  each  of 
(C  2)  them 
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them  accompanied  by  a  governor, 
a  preceptor,  and  a  gentleman  ;  their 
royal  highnefies  are  lodged  in  one 
houfe,  and  the  expellees  of  their 
table  fixed  at  600  crowns  per  week, 
including  two  grand  inftitution  din¬ 
ners,  to  which  the  profeftbrs  and 
fome  fiudents  are  invited.  Pro- 
felfor  Mayer  teaches  the  princes 
the  German  language  ;  Mr.  Heyne 
inffruifts  them  in  Latin  ;  the  ec- 
cle  traffic  counfellor  Lei's  teaches 
them  religion  ;  and  the  counfellor 
Feder  iiiftruCts  them  in  morality  ; 
thefe  matters  are  rewarded  by  an 
extraordinary  appointment  of  1000 
crowns  per  annum  each. 

Philadelphia ,  April  1  3 .  The  laws 
which  our  legillature  palled  la.lt 
year,  laying  an  additional  tonnage 
on  Britilh  velfels,  and  impofing 
extra  duties  on  merchandize  im¬ 
ported  in  them,  are  now  repealed  ; 
and  all  velfels  have  now  full  liberty 
to  trade  here  on  equal  terms  with 
thofe  of  the  United  States. 

New  Porky  May  30.  Col.  Hum¬ 
phreys,  lately  arrived  from  France, 
has  brought  with  him  a  number  of 
eleyant  lwords,  made  agreeable  to 
different  refolves  of  cong refs,  to  be 
prefented  to  a  number  of  gentle¬ 
men,  who,  by  aCts  of  heroifm,  di- 
ftinguifhed  themfclves  in  the  late 
revolution. 

31.  This  month  has  been  diftin- 
gui filed  by  a  very  extraordinary  cir- 
cumffance  in  the  conduct  of  his  roy¬ 
al  highnefs  the  prince  of  Wales,  of 
which  the  following  appear  to  be 
authentic  particulars :  the  prince, 
finding  his  affairs  embarrafied  by  the 
fmallnt/fs  of  his  income,  applied  to 
his  majeffy  for  affiffance  ;  alluring 
his  majeffy,  that,  if  any  part  of  his 
conduct  was  thought  improper,  he 
would,  upon  its  being  made  known  t@ 
him,  alter  the  fame,  and  conform  to 
his  majeffy ’s  willies  in  every  thing 
■rhat  was  becoming  a  gentleman.  The 
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king  ordered  a  date  of  the  princess 
affairs,  to  be  laid  before  him.  A 
ffate  of  the  princess  debts  was 
made  out,  amounting  in  the  Whole 
to  about  230,000b  to  which  was 
added  24,000b  for  completing 
Carlton-houfe,  making  in  the  whole 
230,0001  which  account  was  laid 
before-  his  majeffy.  On  the  4th 
inftant,  in  the  evening  lord  South¬ 
ampton  received  his  majeffy’s  an- 
fwer,  which  was  a  direct  and  po- 
iitive  refufab  His  royal  highnefs, 
upon  being  informed  of  this  anfwer, 
took  his  refol ution  to  retire  to  a 
private  ftation. 

In  confequence  of  this  determi¬ 
nation  in  his  highnefs,  letters  were 
on  the  7th  written  to  the  gentlemen 
of  his  houfe  hold,  hating,  that  their 
fervices  would  for  the  prefent  be 
difpenfed  with. 

The  conduCt  of  lord  Southamp¬ 
ton,  during  the  whoLeof  the  nego- 
ciation,  has  been  exceedingly  ho¬ 
nourable  and  correCL  The  mef* 
lages  which  palled  between  his 
majeffy  and  the  prince  were  all  in- 
writing,  and  the  noble  lord  con¬ 
ducted  the  bufinefs  in  the  moll  im¬ 
partial  manner. 

The  four  gentlemen  whom  his 
highnefs  has  chofen  to  retain  in  his 
houfehold,  and  to  whom  the  ma¬ 
nagement  of  the  funds  to  be  fet  apart 
for  the  payment  of  his  debts  is  in- 
trufted,  are  col.  Hotharn,  cob  Hulfe* 
cob  Lake,  and  Henry  byte,  efq. 

Tatterfal  received  orders  to  go  to 
Newmarket,  and  take  inventories  of 
the  horfes  which  make  up  his  royal 
highnelTs  ffud,  together  with  his 
carriages,  &c.  and  to  bring  the 
whole  to  the  hammer  with  all  con- 
vrnient  fpeed  ;  which  was  accord¬ 
ingly  done  on  the  24th  and  25th 
inftant,  when  the  whole  ffud,  con- 
lifting  of  brood  mares,  horfes  in 
training,  yearling  colts,  yearling 
fillies,  hunters  and  hacks,  and 

coach- 
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coach  horfes,  fold  for  the  fum  of 
feven  thou  land  two  hundred  and 
twenty-five  guineas.  The  grand 
rooms,  the  furniture,  &c.  of  Carle- 
ton-houfe,  are  to  be  cafed,  and  the 
whole  locked  up,  except  two  or 
three  fmall  apartments  for  his  high- 
nefs’s  tile  when  he  may  occafionally 
come  to  town. 

The  expence  of  his  royal  high- 
nefs  has  been  chiefly  confined  to  his 
building  and  to  his  find  ;  the  latter 
of  which  co ft  him  30,000!.  per  an¬ 
num. 

The  houlehold  of  the  prince  is 
now  to  be  reduced  from  25  to 
$,oool.  per  annum  ;  and  it  will  a- 
mount  to  this  fum  in  confequence 
of  his  highnefs  having  fettled  fmall 
penftons  on  a  number  of  old  do¬ 
me  ftics,  who  depended  upon  him 
for  fubiiftence.  His  ftables,  inftead 
of  30,0001.  will  not  now  coft  him 
more  than  2,000!.  per  annum.  His 
table,  which  was  always  managed 
with  great  oeconomy,  and  which, 
notwithftanding  his  fuperb  enter¬ 
tainments,  never  coft  more  than 
between  9  and  10, cool,  per  annum, 
will  be  now  confined  within  2  or 

3,°c°l. 

The  conduct  of  the  royal  father 
on  the  prefent  occafion  has  been  go¬ 
verned  by  the  emergency  of  the 
times  ;  that  of  the  fon  proves  the 
felicity  of  a  ready  fubmiflion  to 
the  dictates  of  his  fuperior.  The 
former,  being  convinced  that  his 
fubjects  were  already  fufficiently 
hurthened  by  an  unavoidable  impo- 
iition  of  numerous  taxes,  was  very 
naturally  induced  to  advife  his  fon 
to  adopt  the  moft  eligible  plans  ot 
oeconomy  relating  to  his  expendi¬ 
ture.  The  latter,  feeling  the  pro¬ 
priety  of  the  admonition,  has  very 
readily  acquiefced  ;  and,  in  confe¬ 
quence,  the  various  retrenchments 
In  his  houfehold  eft abli Him ent  have 
taken  place. 
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Huntingdon.,  Aug.  2.  At  our,  aflizes 
on  Monday,  Jarvis  Match  am  was 
capitally  convidted  for  the  wilful 
murder  of  Benjamin  Jones,  drum¬ 
mer  in  the  49th  regiment,  on  the 
19th  day  of  Auguft  1780.  He  was 
executed  this  day.  [ Seepage  27.] 

2.  This  evening  the  following 
article  appeared  in  a  London  Ga¬ 
zette  Extraordinary. 

“St.  James’s,  Auguft  2. 
“  This  morning,  as  his  iViajefty 
was  alighting  from  his  carriage,  at 
the  gate  of  the  palace,  a  woman 
who  was  waiting  there,  under  pre¬ 
tence  of  prefenting  a  petition,  (truck 
at  his  majefty  with  a  knife,  but  pro¬ 
videntially  his  majefty  received  no 
injury.  The  woman  was  immedi¬ 
ately  taken  into  cuftody,  and  upon 
examination,  appears  to  be  infane. ’* 
The  circumftances  attending  this 
alarming  event  are  thus  related: 
As  the  king  was  alighting  from  Iris 
poft-chariot,  at  the  garden  entrance 
of  St.  James’s,  the  woman,  who 
appeared  very  decently  drefied,  in 
the  a£t  of  prefenting  a  panel*  to  his 
majefty,  which  he  was  receiving 
with  great  condefc-en'fion,  (truck  a 
concealed  knife  at  his  bread,  which 
his  majefty  happily  avoided  by 
drawing  back.  As  live  was  making 
a  fecond  thru  ft,  one  of  the  yeomen 
caught  her  arm,  and,  at  the  fame 
inftant,  one  of  the  king’s  footmen 
wrenched  the  knife  from  her  hand. 
The  king,  with  great  temper  and 
fortitude  exclaimed,  “  I  am  not 
hurt — rake  care  of  the  poor  woman 
—do  not  hurt  her.” 

The  fame  day  (lie  underwent  an 

J 

examination  before  the  privy  coun¬ 
cil,  when  it  appeared  that  her  name 
was  Margaret  Nicholfon,  daughter 
of  George  Nicholfon  of  Stockon- 
upon-Tees ;  and  that  (lie  had  lived  in 
feveral  creditable  ferviccs.  Being 
(C  3)  alked 
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aiked  where  fl:c  had  lived  fince  die 
left  her  laft  place  ?  Ihe  anfwered 
frantically,  44  fhe  had  been  all  a- 
broad  iince  that  matter  of  the  crown 
broke  out.” — Being  aiked  what  mat¬ 
ter,  flic  went  on  rambling,  that 
the  crown  was  her’s — (lie  Wanted 
nothing  but  her  right  that  (he  had 
great  property- — that  if  die  had  not 
her  right,  England  would  be  drown¬ 
ed  in  blood  for  a  thoufand  genera- 
lions.  Beipg  further  aiked  where 
die  now  lived,  die  anfwered  rati¬ 
onally,  44  at  Mr.  Bilk’s,  ffationer, 
the  corner  of  Wigmore-ftreet,  Ma- 
rybone.”  On  being  queffioned,  as 
to  her  right,  die  would  anfwer 
none  but  a  judge,  her  rights  were 
a  myftery.  Being  aiked,  if  die  had 
ever  petitioned,  diefaiddie  had,  ten 
days  ago.  On  looking  back  among 
the  papers,  fitch  petition  was  found, 
full  of  princely  nonfenfe  about  ty¬ 
rants,  ufurpers,  and  pretenders  to 
the  throne,  &e.  &c. 

,  Mr.  Filk  being  font  for  and  in¬ 
terrogated,  laid  die  had  lodged  with 
him  about  three  years  ;  that  he  had 
not  obferved  any  linking  marks  of 
infanity  about  her— fhe  was  certain- 
ly  very  odd  at  times? — frequently 
talking  to  herfelf- — that  fhe  lived  by 
taking  in  plain  work,  &c.  Others 
who  knew  her  laid,  die  was  very 
indudrious,  and  they  never  fufpec- 
ted  her  of  infanity. 

Dr.  Monro  being  lent  for,  faid, 
it  was  impodible  to  difcover  with 
certainty  immediately  whether  die 
was  infane  or  not.  It  was  propos¬ 
ed  to  commit  her  for  three  or  four 
days  to  Toth  lfields  Bridewell.  This 
was  objected  to,  becaufe  it  was  faid, 
die  was  a  date  prifoner,  At  length 
it  was  agreed  to  commit  her  to  the 
cudody  of  a  medenger. 

Her  lodgings  being  examined, 
there  were  found  three  letters  about 
her  pretended  right  to  the  crown, 
one  to  Lord  Mansfield,  one  to  lord 


Loughborough,  and  one  to  gem 
Bramham. 

12.  Between  this  and  the  2d  in- 
dant,  Margaret  Nicholfon  under¬ 
went  fome  farther  examination,  the 
refult  of  which  appeared  in  the  fol¬ 
lowing  article  of  this  day. 

44  Whitehall,  Aug.  8,  1786, 
P  R  ESEN  T, 

The  Lords  of  his  majedy’s  mod 
honourable  council. 

This  day  Margaret  Nicholfon,  in 
cudody  for  an  attempt  on  his  majef- 
ty’s  perfon,  was  bn  night  before  the 
lords  of  his  majeily’s  mo  .  honour¬ 
able  privy  council,  ana  after  a  full 
examination  of  Dr.  John  and  Dr. 
Thomas  Monro,  and  leveral  other 
witneffes  concerning  the  date  of  her 
mind,  as  well  now  as  for  fome  time 
pad,  and  alfo  after  examining  the 
laid  Margaret  Nicholfon  in  perfon, 
their  Lordfhips  were  clearly  and 
unanimoufly  of  opinion,  that  fhe 
was  and  is  infane, 

W.  Fawkener.*1 

In  confequence  of  this  determi¬ 
nation,  the  unhappy  woman  was 
conveyed,  on  the  9th  inllant,  to  a 
cell  prepared  for  her  in  Bethlehem 
Hofpital. 

- — Yederday,  the  lord  mayor,  al¬ 
dermen,  dieoffs,  and  common  coun¬ 
cil  of  the  city,  went  in  proceflion 
to  St.  James’s,  to  prefent  an  ad- 
dreis  to  his  majefty,  on  his  happy 
efcape  from  affaffi nation.  (See  Pub¬ 
lic  Papers.)  On  this  occalion,  the 
honour  of  knighthood  was  confer¬ 
red  on  Benjamin  Hammet,  efq.  al¬ 
derman. 

Whitehaven ,  Aug.  u.  A  few  mi¬ 
nutes  before  two  this  morning  the 
fhock  of  an  earthquake  was  very 
fenlibly  felt  in  this,  town  and  neigh¬ 
bourhood  ;  its  continuance  from 
three  to  five  feconds.  The  baro¬ 
meter  at  twenty-nice  degrees,  the 
weather  clofe  and  fultry.  Its  di¬ 
rection  fuppofed  from  fouth-ead, 
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accompanied  with  a  rumbling’  noife 
ki  the  air.  There  was  not  luffici- 
ent  light  to  make  farther  obferva- 
tions.  The  conffernation  it  caufed 
was  inexpreflible.  A  chimney  was 
thrown  down  in  Tangren-ffreet, 
three  people  in  different  parts  of  the 
town  were  thrown  off  their  feet,  and 
one  conliderably  hurt. 

<4  We  have  accounts  of  the  (hock 
being  felt  at  the  following  places, 
viz,  Workington,  the  quay  a  lit 
tie  damaged  ;  Mary -port,  Cocker- 
mouth,  Redmain,  Refwiek,  Lorton, 
very  fevere,  but  no  damage.  E&re- 
monr,  fome  chimnies  thrown  down, 
and  part  of  the  ruins  of  the  caftle. 
Bootle,  Broughton,  Ravenglafs, 
Ulv-erflon,  no  damage.  Kendal, 
Laneafter,  Garflang,  Prefton, 
Hawkefhead,  no  damage.  Penrith, 
Appleby,  Brough,  fome  old  walls 
thrown  down  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  thefe  places.  In  the  Hie  of 
Mann,  and  at  Dublin,  no  damage 
whatever*  Thefe  are  all  the  places 
we  have  received  accounts  from; 
but  there  is  little  doubt  of  its  hay¬ 
ing  been  general,  at  leaft  through¬ 
out  thefe  parts  of  the  kingdom. 
The  brock  was  alfo  felt  at  i\ew- 
caftle  and  Dumfries,  where  two 
blocks  were  felt  at  the  diflance  of 
three  or  four  feconds.  Birds  were 
thrown  from  their  flicks  in  the  cag¬ 
es,  and  were  heard  to  flutter,  the 
tiles  heard  to  rattle  on  fome  houfes, 
but  no  material  hurt.  At  Glafgow 
the  fluttering  of  the  birds  in  the 
cages  was  particularly  remarked 
with  a  low  rumbling  noife  hr  A,  af¬ 
terwards  louder  noife  — at  Kirkud- 
b right,  the  day  before  the  concuf- 
flon,  the  air  was  remarkably  clofe, 
frill,  and  fultry,  and  was  here  pre¬ 
ceded  by  a  rumbling  noife.  At 
Gilflane  it  was  fo  violent  that  a  lit¬ 
tle  more,  the  reporter  fays,  (who 
himlelf  felt  the  flrock)  would  have 
brought  down  his  houfe.  At  the 


time  of  the  fliock  it  rained  violent¬ 
ly.  Several  rufh-lights  went  out, 
and  it  was  with  difficulty  they  could 
burn  for  fome  time  afterwards. 

Wind  for,  Augujt  16.  His  majefly, 
the  queen,  and  their  royal  high- 
n  fles  the  princefs  royal,  princefs 
Auguffa  and  princefs  Elizabeth,  fet 
out  from  earl  Harcourt’s  feat  at 
Nuneham  Court,  after  divine  fer- 
vice  on  Sunday  morning  lad,  and 
arrived  at  the  Eaftern  [rate  of  the 

O 

public  fchools  at  Oxford  foon  after 
one  o’clock.  They  were  conduced 
through  the  Divinity  School  to  the 
Sheldonian  Theatre,  where  their 
majeflies  and  the  princeffes  being 
feated,  the  vice-chancellor  prefent- 
ed  an  addrefs  from  himlelf,  and  the 
Mailers  and  Scholars  of  the  Uni- 
verfity,  which  his  majefly  was  pleaf- 
ed  to  receive  very  gracioufly,  and  to 
return  a  mod:  gracious  anfwer. 

Their  majeflies  from  thence  pro¬ 
ceeded  to  viik  the  chapel  at  New 
College,  the  colleges  of  Wadham, 
Trinity,  Lincoln,  and  Brazen  Nofe. 
They  then  went  to  .the  Council 
Chamber,  where  an  addrefs  was 
prefented  from  the  mayor,  bailiffs, 
and  commonalty,  and  moft  graci¬ 
oufly  received  by  his  majefly,  who 
was  at  the  fame  time  pleafed  to 
confer  the  honour  of  knighthood 
on  Richard  Tawney,  efq.  fenior  al¬ 
derman  of  the  city  of  Oxford.  Their 
majeflies,  with  the  princeffes,  then 
vilited  Chrift  Church  College,  and 
returned  to  Nuneham  the  fame  e- 
vening,  at  about  halt  an  hour  af¬ 
ter  lix  o’clock. 

Their  majeflies  and  the  princeffes 
let  out  again  from  Nuneham  be¬ 
tween  nine  and  ten  o’clock  on  Mon¬ 
day  morning,  and  arrived  at  Blen¬ 
heim  between  eleven  and  twelve, 
having  been  met,  and  attended 
thither  by  the  inhabitants  of  Wood-' 
flock.  Their  majeflies  were  re¬ 
ceived  at  Blenheim  by  t  ie  duke  and 
(C  4)  ducheis 
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du chefs  of  Marlborough  with  every  Lichtenflein  ;  and  count  Rezviefld, 
mark  of  attention  and  refpeCt.  the  imperial  ambaffador.  Thefe 
After  having  viewed  the  houfe,  and  illuftrious  vifitors,  with  their  fuite, 
as  much  of  the  park  as  the  time  were  next  morning  conduced 
would  admit  of,  they  returned  to  to  feveral  of  the  public  buildings 
Nuneham  about  eight  o’clock.  and  colleges  ;  and  on  Wednefday 

On  Tuefday  morning,  at  Nune-  went  to  Blenheim,  the  feat  or  the 


ham,  his  majefly  was  pleafed  to  con¬ 
fer  the  honour  of  knighthood  on 
Charles  Nourfe  efq.  of  Oxford  ; 
and  an  addrefs  was  there  prefented 
to  the  king  from  the  gentlemen, 
clergy,  and  other  inhabitants  of  the 
town  of  Witney,  and  its  neigh¬ 
bourhood,  which  his  majefly  was 
pleafed.  to  receive  very  graci- 
oufly. 

Their  majefUes  and  the  princefles 
left  Nuneham  a  little  after  one 
o’clock,  and  arrived  at  Windfor  a 
little  before  fix  o’clock  on  Tuefday 
evening. 

O 

SEPTEMBER. 

3.  This  evening  his  imperial  and 
royal  highnefs  f  erdinand,  archduke 
of  Auflria,  governor  of  Milan,  with 
her  royal  highnefs  Beatrix,  of  Efle, 
princefs  of  Modena,  his  confort,  ar¬ 
rived  in  town  with  their  fuite. 

5.  The  Archduke  Ferdinand  of 
Auflria,  attended  at  the  Old  Bailey, 
accompanied  by  Mr.  Rofe  and  o- 
thers,  to  note  the  forms  of  trial 
for  capital  offences  in  this  country, 
and  was  very  inquifltive  as  to  the 
proceedings.  He  was  dreffed,  after 
the  Englifh  manner,  in  a  plain 
drab  coat  and  white  waiftcoat,  is 
about  30  years  of  age,  affable,  and 
genteel. 

Oxford,  Sept.  16.  On  Tuefday 
evening  arrived  here  the  archduke 
and  archduchefs  of  Auflria,  under 
the  titles  of  count  and  countefs  of 
Nellembourg ;  prince  Charles  Al¬ 
bum,  firll  coulin  to  the  archduchefs 
and  his  confort  ;  prince  Rezzo- 
nico,  fenator  of  Rome  ;  count  So- 
derini,  the  Venetian  refident,  prince 


duke  of  Marlborough.  On  Thurf- 
day  they  made  the  tour  of  Stowe, 
the  feat  of  the  marquis  of  Buck¬ 
ingham  ;  and  yeflerday  morning 
fet  out  for  Nuneham,  the  feat  of 
the  earl  of  Harcourt.  Returning 
about  one  o’clock,  their  royal  high- 
neffes  vifited  the  reil  of  the  colleges, 
obfervatory,  &c. 

They  were  pleafed  to  exprefs 
the  highefl  fatisfaClion  on  being 
{liewn  the  various  colleges  and 
other  edifices ;  and  feemed  highly 
to  approve  of  the  mode  of  acade¬ 
mic  education  effabliflied  in  this 
univerfity.  Nor  were  they  lefs 
delighted  with  the  magnificent  feats 
of  the  above  nobility. 

18.  In  compliment  to  the  arch¬ 
duke  of  Auflria,  his  majefly  this 
day  commenced  the  hunting  fport 
on  Windfor  foreft.  He  was  ac¬ 
companied  by  his  highnefs  during 
the  chace. 

Their  highnefTes,  with  their  noble 
attendants,  have  paid  attention  to 
every  thing  worthy  of  note  in  the 
policy,  agriculture,  manufactures, 
and  commerce  of  this  country. 
They  have  vifited  the  feveral  de¬ 
partments  of  flate,  the  treafury, 
admiralty,  navy,  and  victualling- 
offices,  the  cuftom-houfe,  and  port- 
office,  the  dock  yards  at  Portf- 
mouth,  &c. 

Ncwcaflc  upon  Tyne ,  Sept.  20. 

Lunardi’s  attempt  to  afeend  yefter- 
day  from  the  Spiral  ground  was 
productive  of  a  very  melancholy 
accident.  The  balloon  was  about 
one-third  full,  and  a  great  many 
gentlemen  were  holding  it  by  the 
netting,  when  Lunardi  went  to  pour 
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into  the  ciftern  the  reft  of  the  oil 
of  vitriol  deftined  for  the  purpofe. 
This  having  caufed  a  ftrong  effer- 
vefcence,  generated  inflammable  air 
with  fuch  rapidity,  that  fome  of  it 
efcaped  from  two  different  parts  of 
the  lower  end  of  the  apparatus,  and 
fpread  among  the  feet  of  ieveral 
gentlemen  who  were  holding  the 
balloon,  and  who  were  fo  alarmed, 
that  leaving  it  at  liberty,  they  ran 
from  the  fpot.  The  balloon  now 
role  with  great  velocity,  carrying 
up  with  it  Mr,  Ralph  Heron,  a 
gentleman  of  this  town,  about 
twenty-two  years  of  age,  fon  of 
Mr.  Heron,  unde  r-fhe  riff  of  North¬ 
umberland. 

This  unhappy  victim  held  a  ftrong 
rope  which  wras  faftened  to  the 
crown  of  the  balloon,  twilled  about 
his  hand,  and  could  not  difengage 
himfelf  when  the  other  gentlemen 
fled  ;  he  was  of  courfe  elevated 
about  the  height  of  St,  Paul’s  cu¬ 
pola,  when  the  balloon  turned 
downward,  the  crown  divided  from 
it,  and  the  unfortunate  gentleman 
fell  to  the  ground 

He  did  not  expire  immediately, 
having  fallen  upon  very  fofc  ground; 
he  fpoke  for  fome  time  to  his  un¬ 
happy  parents,  and  to  the  furgeons 
who  came  to  affifl  him  ;  but  his 
internal  vefifels  beings  broken,  he 
died  about  an  hour  and  an  half  after 
the  fall. 

Lunardi  made  a  precipitate  re¬ 
treat  from  the  town  to  avoid  the 
refentment  of  the  populace. 

21.  His  majefty,  after  taking  the 
diverfion  of  hunting  in  the  morning 
in  Windfor  foreft,  went  to  the 
Gbfervatory  on  the  tower,  to  view 
by  night-glafles  the  procefs  of  a 
grand  experiment  which  was  put  to 
trial  at  Shooter’s  Hill  and  Nettle- 
bed  by  two  experienced  engineers, 
for  conveying  fignals  in  the  night 
between  army  and  army  in  cafe  of 


reparation  ;  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  Shooter’s  Hill  the  light  was  re¬ 
flected  with  fo  much  fplendour, 
that  people  might  fee  to  read  at  a 
great  dittance.  It  was  conduced 
by  means  of  the  rotary  motion 
of  a  wheel,  which  gave  it  the  ap¬ 
pearance  of  a  twinkling  ftar  to  a 
diftant  fpeefator.  On  the  fuccefs 
of  this  experiment  his  majefty  ex- 
prefled  great  fatisfadtion. 

23.  The  culture  of  that  valuable 
root  the  potatoe  has  lately  engaged 
the  attention  of  fome  gentlemen 
of  fortune  eminently  Ikillcd  in  agri¬ 
culture  ;  among  others  John  Bil- 
lingfby,  efq.  of  the  Bath  fociety, 
who,  alter  two  plough ings  from  an 
oat  Hubble,  harrowing  and  dunging 
at  the  rate  of  30  cart  loads  of  dung 
per  acre,  obtained  from  fix  acres 
550  facks  of  the  beft  potatoes 
(2401b,  per  lack),  100  ditto  mid¬ 
dling-,  and  50  ditto  final! ;  in  all 
700  facks  :  or  per  acre  1 16  facks  ; 
or  bufhels.,  at  6olb.  per  bufhel,  350. 

The  planting  was  begun  the 
latter  end  of  April,  and  iiniflied 
the  25th  of  May,  in  beds  eight  feet 
wide,  and  the  alley  2  and  a  half 
feet ;  the  lets  were  placed  one  foot 
diftance  on  the  fallow,  then  dung 
was  fpread  on  them,  after  which 
they  were  covered  three  or  four 
inches  with  the  earth  from  the  al¬ 
leys.  Five  facks  of  feeds  were  plant¬ 
ed  to  each  acre. 

The  above  gentleman  laft  year 
obtained  the  Bath  fociety’s  pre¬ 
mium  for  the  produce  of  feventy 
acres  of  potatoes,  of  which  fix 
acres,  being  a  fair  part  of  the 
above,  yielded  of  bell;  potatoes  600 
facks,  120  middling  ditto,  and  50 
ditto  of  final  1  ;  in  all  770  facks  ; 
or  per  acre  1  28  one-half  facks  ;  or 
bufhels,  at  6olb.  each  385. — Here 
feven  facks  to  the  acre  were  planted. 

Carrick-o?i-Sivr ,  Sept,  17.  This 
morning,  fir  Richard  Mufgrave, 
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high  flieriff  of  the  county  of  Wa¬ 
terford,  with  a  party  of  the  army, 
conduced  a  convict  of  the  late 
affkes,  one  of  the  perfons  called 
Kightboys,  from  Waterford  to  Car- 
rick,  to  be  whipped,  in  confequence 
of  the  judgment  pronounced  againft 
him  for  his  offences.  Previoufly 
to  his  leaving  Waterford,  he  bad 
taken  care  to  engage  a  drummer 
of  the  army,  quartered  in  Water¬ 
ford,  to  indidt  the  puniflnnent  ; 
who,  juft  at  his  fetting  out,  when 
it  was  too  late  to  provide  a  fub- 
ftitutc,  fhrunk  from  his  engage¬ 
ment,  and  left  the  high  flieriff  un- 
aiiifted,  to  difeharge  the  fentence 
of  the  law.  Having  reached  Car- 
rick,  he  made  all  poifible  fearch, 
and  took  every  ftep  to  procure  an 
executioner.  He  ufed  the  moll 
encouraging  arguments,  and  engag¬ 
ed  the  inoft  perfect  concealment 
and  difguife  of  the  perfon  who 
fliould  undertake  it,  and  propofed 
a  large  reward  ;  but  all  in  vain. 
Being  left  thus  deferted,  with  his 
own  hand  he  executed  the  fentence 
of  the  law. 

Naples,  Auguft:  I  i .  The  Banking- 
houfe,  or  Mount  of  Piety,  is  entirely 
burnt  down.  The  building  caught 
fire  on  the  evening  of  the  31ft  of 
July,  and  the  flames  rapidly  made 
their  way  from  the  compti ng  houfe 
to  the  warehoufc,  where  the  pledg¬ 
ed  cloth  was  kept,  from  thence  to 
the  timber-yard,  and  other  parts  of 
the  building.  All  the  account 
book-,  the  pledges,  the  timber,  and 
the  papers  belonging  to  the  bank 
for  about  70  years  back  were  con- 
fumed.  The  ravages  of  this  fire 
la  lied  three  days.  The  damage  to 
the  Bank  is  faid  to  amount  to 
1,200,000  crowns,  bolides  the  im- 
..me'liie  lofs  to  thofe  who  had  pledg¬ 
ed  their  goods,  on  which  there 
was  never  more  lent  than  a  quarter 
of  their  value.  Several  of  the 


perfons  employed  in  the  Bank  have 
been  apprehended  on  a  l'ufpicion 
of  having  wilfully  let  fire  to  it  in 
order  to  conceal  their  peculations. 
Thus  this  fuperb  edifice,  the  work 
of  the  celebrated  architect  Fon¬ 
tana,  which  the  populace  of  Naples 
always  (pared  in  their  infurreCTons, 
has  fallen  a  victim  to  rapacity  and 
villainy. 

Vienna >  Auguft  31.  His  imperial 
majefty  having  found  it  convenient 
to  transfer  the  public  offices,  ufually 
held  at  Prefburg  in  Hungary,  to 
jBuda,  the  inhabitants  of  that  city 
defined  permiffion  to  ereCt  his  fta- 
tue  to  perpetuate  their  gratitude. 
His  majefty ’s  aiifwer,  written  with 
his  own  hand,  was  to  the  follow¬ 
ing  effeft  : 

u  When  I  fhall  have  eradicated 
the  prejudices  which  op  pole  them- 
felv.es  to  the  prog  refs  of  reafon, 
and  they  are  replaced  by  a  pure 
and  well  directed  zeal  for  the  in- 
terefts  of  our  country,  and  the  cer¬ 
tain  knowledge  of  what  may  be 
moll  advantageous  to  it ;  when, 
every  individual  of  the  flute  fhall 
make  his  happinefs  confft  in  con¬ 
tributing,  according  to  his  abilities, 
to  the  well-being,  fafety,  and  in- 
create  of  the  monarchy  : — when  I 
fhall  fee  equity  and  good  order 
reign  in  the  Tribunals,  knowledge 
increafe  by  the  perfection  of  learn¬ 
ing  ;  the  inftruCtion  of  the  people 
more  attentively  regarded  ;  the 
dilcipline  of  the  clergy  more  regu¬ 
lar,  and  harmony  firmly  eftablifhetl 
betv\een  the  civil  laws  and  the  pre¬ 
cepts  of  religion  ;  when  the  true 
interefts  and  duties  of  lords  to  their 
vaffials,  and  of  valla  Is  to  their  lords, 
fhall  no  longer  be  mil'underllood  : 
— when  an  augmented  population, 
an  improved  agriculture,  a  patro¬ 
nized  induftry,  and  manufactures 
brought  to  the  utmoft  perfection, 
finding  a  ready,  fafe,  and  a  free  cir^ 
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dilation  through  all  the  provinces 
of  this  vail  empire,  (hall  produce 
a  pure  and  fruitful  ftream  of  real 
wealth,  which,  I  trull,  will  one 
day  be  realifed  ; — then,  perhaps,  I 
fha-il  deferve  a  llatue  ;  but  fuch  an 
honour  is  not  due  to  me  for  hav¬ 
ing,  by  the  transferral  of  public 
offices  to  Buda,  afforded  to  the 

inhabitants  of  that  citv  the  means 

✓ 

of  felling-  their  wines  at  a  higher 
price,  and  of  railing  the  rents  of 
their  houfes  5> 

The  emperor  has  forbidden  the 
chanting  of  hymns  in  private 
houfes,  as  introductory  to  innova- 
tions  in  religion,  and  a  check  to  in- 
dutlry, 

Rome ,  Aug.  5.  On  Wednefdav, 
about  four  in  the  afternoon,  as  car¬ 
dinal  Turlone,  high  inquifitor  of 
the  holy  office,  was  coming  from 
the  Vatican,  he  was  fet  upon  by  an 
incenfed  multitude,  who  forced  his 
eminence  out  of  the  carriage,  and 
after  cutting  off  his  nofe  and  ears, 
and  mangling  him  in  a  moll  fhock- 

o  o 

lag  manner,  dragged  the  butchered 
carcafe  to  Monte  Tiburno,  where 
they  hung  it  on  a  gibbet  50  feet 
high,  which  they  ercdted  for  that 
purpole.  The  reafons  affigned  for 
this  popular  execution  are  various; 
but  that,  which  feems  to  have 
wrought  moll  powerfully  on  the 
minds  of  the  populace,  was  the 
crue'ty  of  his  dilpolition  ;  for  when 
by  the  rigour  with  which  he  had 
exercifed  the  office  of  inquifitor,  he 
had  filled  the  gaols  throughout  the 
pope’s  dominions  with  indullrious 
artificers  and  others,  on  flight  pre¬ 
tences,  and  a  motion  was  made  in 
the  Vatican  for  an  a6l  of  grace,  in- 
ftead  of  giving  that  motion  his  fuf- 
frage,  he  lent  an  exprefs  order  to 
the  leveral  gaolers  to  keep  their  pri¬ 
soners  double-ironed,  lcll  an  efcape 
ffiould  be  attempted. 

-  25,  The  archduke  and  du chefs  of 


(«) 

Aullria,  with  their  fuite,  arrived  in 
town  from  Bath.  On  the  road,  a£ 
they  came  through  the  Devizes, 
they  met  with  a  lingular  occur¬ 
rence,  which  afforded  them  fome 
entertainment*  A  cullom  has  pre¬ 
vailed  in  that  place,  of  which  the 
following  hory  is  the  foundation  : 
A  poor  weaver  palling  through  the 
place,  without  money  and  friends, 
being  overtaken  by  hunger,  and  in 
the  utmoil  neceffity,  applied  for 
charity  to  a  baker,  who  kindly  gave 
him  a  penny  loaf.  The  weaver 
made  his  way  to  Coventry,  where, 
after  many  years  indullry,  he  a- 
maffed  a  fortune,  and  by  his  will, 
in  remembrance  of  the  feafonable 
charity  of  the  Devizes,  he  be¬ 
queathed  a  film  in  trull,  for  the 
purpole  of  dillributing,  on  the  an- 
niverfary  dav  when  he  was  fo  re¬ 
lieved,  a  halfpenny  loaf  to  every 
perfbn  in  the  town,  gentle  and  lim- 
ple,  and  to  every  traveller  that 
fhould  pals  through  the  town  on 
that  day  a  penny  loaf.  The  will 
is  faithfully  adimnilh  red  ;  and  the 
duke  of  Aullr  ia  and  his  fuite  pall¬ 
ing  through  the  town  on  t'he  day 
of  the  Coventry  loaf,  a  loaf  was 
prefented  to  each  of  them,  of  which 
the  duke  and  du  chefs  were  moil 
cheerfully  plea  fed  to  accept;  and 
the  cullom  llruck  the  archduke  fo 
forcibly,  that  he  inhantly  minuted 
it  down  as  a  curious  anecdote. 

?g.  Thomas  Sainlbury,  efq.  ai¬ 
de  rman  of  Billinglgate  Ward,  was 
elected  lord  mayor  of  London  for 
the  year  en firing. 

Dublin .  Sept.  25.  At  the  allizes 
at  Billinglloe,  on  the  6th  inllant, 
John  Foy  was  arraigned  upon  an  in- 
didlment  for  procuring  and  exciting 
Andrew  Craig  and  others,  to  mur¬ 
der  Mr.  M‘Donaid.  {See  p.  9,  25.) 
The  prifoner  pleaded  an  autrefois 
acquit ;  and,  on  the  9th,  the  coun- 
fel  on  both  lides  joined  iffuc  on  that 

pica, 
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plea,  fir  Samuel  Bradffreet  and  Ba¬ 
ron  Mctge  being  the  judges.  The 
indictment  being  read,  the  prison¬ 
er’s  counfel  delivered  his  plea  into 
court,  which  hated  that  the  pri- 
fomer,  was,  at  the  laft  affixes  at  Caf- 
tkbar  indidted  for  being  prefent, 
aiding,  and  affifling,  at  the  murder, 
and  that  he  was  acquitted  upon  that 
indictment ;  and  it  averred,  that 
the  offence  of  which  he  was  indict¬ 
ed,  and  the  offence  of  which  he 
was  formerly  acquitted,  were  the 
fame.  The  counfel  for  the  crown 
maintained  the  contrary.  The  for¬ 
mer  indictment  was  for  being  pre¬ 
fent  as  a  principal ;  this  was  for 
procuring  Scots’  Andrew,  and  o- 
thers,  to  commit  the  murder  ;  that, 
the  offences  being  different,  the 
plea  was  no  bar.  The  counfel  for 
the  prifoner  infilled  that  an  acquit- 
al  as  a  principal  was  a  bar  to  an  in¬ 
dictment  for  any  offence,  relative 
thereto,  committed  before  the  faCt. 
And  of  this  opinion  were  the  judg¬ 
es,  who  directed  the  jury  to  find 
for  the  prifoner,  which  they  accord¬ 
ingly  did  ;  but  admitted  the  coun¬ 
fel  for  the  crown  might  bring  a  writ 
of  error  if  they  thought  fit. 

OCTOBER. 

9.  By  the  gale  on  the  vth,  a  Danifii 
fhip  was  wrecked  near  Shoreham, 
which  being  difeovered,  fix  men  in 
a  boat  put  off  to  the  aififfance  of  the 
crew.  Thefe  were  no  fooner  taken 
on  board,  than  all  went  to  the  bot¬ 
tom  together.  Two  of  them  role 
again,  and  reached  the  fhore.  A- 
mong  thole' who  perilhed  was  Mr. 
Alhman,  fhip-builder,  who  left  fe- 
ven  children  and  a  widow  pregi/ant 
with  the  eighth.  Mr.  O’Brian,  and 
fome  other  gentlemen  from  Brigh¬ 
ton,  being  at  Shoreham,  IpeClators 
of  this  melancholy  cataftrophe,  on 
their  return  fet  a  fubfeription  on 
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foot  in  the  roonls,  <.  -\d  in  a  few  mi¬ 
nutes,  near  £e>o  guineas  were  col- 
I  eCicd .  His  royal  highnefs  the 
prince  of  Wales  fet  the  example. 
A  play  was  afterwards  acted  for  the 
widows  of  the  four  Shoreham  men, 
who  left  large  families,  in  which 
three  private  gentleman  performed 
three  different  characters.  The 
right  hon.  Mr.  Hamilton  wrote  the 
prologue  and  aCted  in  the  play. 

Paris ,  OP*  3.  They  write  from 
Befiers,  that  lbme  workmen  em¬ 
ployed  in  digging  a  well  at  Antig- 
nac,  a  village  three  miles  from 
thence,  got  to  the  depth  of  about 
fix  toifes  the  third  of  laid  month, 
when,  obferving  water  to  rife,  they 
redoubled  their  activity,  and  were 
prefently  aftonifhed  by  a  mold  vio¬ 
lent  fubterraneous  explofion.  Hav¬ 
ing  recovered  from  their  furprize, 
they  again  approached  the  pit,  at 
the  bottom  of  which  they  perceiv¬ 
ed  one  of  their  comrades,  to  whom 
they  called,  but  received  no  anfwer. 
One  of  his  brothers  being  appre- 
henfive  for  bis  fafety,  defeended  in 
a  bucket,  in  order  to  yield  him  af* 
fiidance  ;  but  this  man  fliewed  no 
figns  of  life  after  he  had  reached 
the  bottom.  He  was  followed  by 
a  third,  who  experienced  the  fame 
fate.  A  fourth  had  the  courage  ro 
defeend,  his  companions  taking  the 
precaution  of  fattening  a  rope  to 
him  ;  and  following  him  with  the 
eye,  as  he  was  gently  lowered,  they 
foon  perceived  his  head  to  droop, 
and  his  whole  frame  to  be  violently 
agitated.  Being  immediately  drawn 
up,  he  continued  without  motion 
for  twro  hours.  —  Recourfe  was  now 
had  to  experiments  which  ought  to 
have  been  firtt  adopted.  They  let 
down  a  cock  in  a  bucket,  and  on 
being  drawn  up  it  was  found  on 
the  point  of  expiring,  with  its  fea¬ 
thers  burnt.  The  fame  was  done 
with  a  cat,  which  was  aim  off  dead 

when 
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when  drawn  up.  By  means  of 
hooks  and  other  implements  the 
three  perfons  were  railed  out  of  the 
pit,  being  quire  ufeleis,  and  all 
their  fkiii.  appearing  to  be  calcined. 
The  letters  farther  fay,  that  the 
fubterraneous  noife  {fill  continues, 
and  that  chemiils  are  endeavouring 
to  difcover  the  caufe  of  the  explo-- 
Eon,  and  of  the  vaporous  gas, 
which  has  proved  fo  fatal  in  its  ef¬ 
fects.  It  is  added,  that  vitrified 
matter  has  been  taken  from  the  pit, 
which,  it  is'  fuppofed,  mull  have 
been  in  a  Hate  of  fulion. 

si*  The  rev.  Henry  Stow,  of 
Ipfwieh,  has  eiiabliilied  a  fchool 
for  ten  poor  boys  of  the  age  of  leveii 
years,  who  are  to  be  clothed, 
taught  to  read,  and  learnt  to  fpin, 
for  the  term  of  three  years,  during 
which  time  they  are  to  attend  their 
mailer  to  church  every  Sunday 
morning  and  afternoon.  Their 
earnings,  over  and  above  finding 
them  in  cloaths,  as  an  encourage¬ 
ment  to  induflry,  are  to  be  given 
to  them  at  the  expiration  of  the  a- 
hove  period,  when  they  are  to  give 
place  to  another  fueceffion  of  boys 
of  the  fame  age. 

18.  We  record  the  following  adt 
with  great  pleafure,  in  an  age  when 
general  dimpation  feems  to  have  ex* 
haufted  the  means  of  generofity. 
The  late  duke  of  Norfolk  had  in 
his  fervice  a  perfon  of  the  name  of 
T- —  s,  ’  who  had  attended  him 
when  only  a  private  gentleman, 
and  continued  with  him  till  his  de- 
ceal'e.  When  the  will  of  the  noble 
duke  was  opened,  there  appeared  a 
*  bequeft  to  his  domeflic  of  loci,  and 
2oi.  per  annum,  for  his  life.  He 
was  (bedding  a  tear  to  the  memory 
of  his  mailer  and  benefadior,  when 
be  was  alarmed  by  an  afiertion  of 
the  prefent  duke,  that  there  was 
certainly  a  milfake  in  the  will ;  he 
trembled  for  his  future  fubliffence  ; 
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but  was  relieved  by  the  noble  duke’s 
declaring,  that  his  father  mud 
have  meant  20I.  legacy  for  mourn¬ 
ing,  and  tool,  a  year.  The  error 
in  the  will  has  been  thus  humanely 
redlitied,  and  apartments  in  Arun- 
del-houfe  have  been  added,  where 
his  continued  attachment  and  fer¬ 
vice  are  re  warded  by  comfort  in  the 
evening  of  his  days. 

19.  On  the  1 8th  of  Sept,  the 
lady  Catherine  Boceabadati,  wife 
of  the  marquis  fenator  Albergaft 
Capacelli,  aged  38  years,  ended 
her  life  at  Bologna  in  the  moft  tra¬ 
gical  manner.  Having  had  a  dis¬ 
pute  at  dinner,  about  an  objedt  oi 
fmall  importance,  which  fire  de¬ 
fended  with  fome  heat,  and  being 
contradicted  by  her  hufband,  fbs 
left  the  room,  taking  with  her  a 
child  of  eight  years  old,  with  whom 
file  went  up  Hairs,  and  after  tender¬ 
ly  embracing  the  child,  fire  took 
out  of  a  cafe  a  V enetian  dagger* 
which  fire  in  Handy  ran  into  her 
body.  The  child  immediately  cry¬ 
ing  out,  alarmed  the  family,  and 
the  marquis  running  up  Hairs,  the 
enraged  lady  with  redoubled  fury* 
on  feeing  him,  plunged  the  dagger 
through  her  heart  ;  by  which  ie- 
cond  thruH  Hie  infiantly  fell  dead 
at  his  feet. 

26.  On  Saturday  the  man  who 
had  undertaken,  for  the  fum  of  20I. 
to  bring  to  the  ground  the  weather 
cock  upon  the  fpire  of  the  old  Ab¬ 
bey  Church  of  St.  Alban’s,  flic- 
ceeded  in  his  hazardous  attempt : 
he  defcendect  about  four  in  the  af¬ 
ternoon.  This  adventurer  is  a 
young  man,  by  trade  a  balkct-mak- 
er  ;  and  he  made  his  fcalfold  from 
the  ground  to  the  top  of  the  fpire 
entirely  with  ozier  twigs,  forming 
a  ferpentine  paflage,  with  a  kind  of 
landing-place,  every  fix  or  eight 
Heps.  The  novelty  and  ingenuity 
of  the  contrivance  and  dexterity  of 
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the  author,  afforded  fuch  general 
fatisfa&ion,  that  a  very  liberal  fub- 
Icription  has  been  made  for  his  be¬ 
nefit. 

Berlin,  OB,  17.  Among!!  the  many 
changes  made  by  our  new  king, 
one  is  in  favour  of  the  German  lan¬ 
guage,  which  he  has  ordered  to  be 
ufed  in  all  public  bufinefs,  in  dead 
of  the  French  as  heretofore  ;  his 
majelty  having  declared  to  his  mi- 
niiters  in  council,  “  We  are  Ger¬ 
mans,  and  fo  we  will  remain.”  This 
language  is,  therefore,  now  fpoken 
at  court,  and  all  the  king’s  letters 
are  tranfcribed  in  it.  All  foreign¬ 
ers  employed  in  the  king’s  fervice 
are  to  retire  on  a  penfion,  and  to 
be  replaced  by  natives,  fubjects  of 
the  king.” 

NOVEMBER. 

1.  At  the  council  held  at  the 
queen’s  palace  yeftcrdav  le’cnnight, 
a  committee  from  the  royal  College 
of  Phyficians  of  London,  confiding 
of  the  prelident,  the  twocenfors,  and 
three  of  the  fellows  of  the  London 
college,  Warwick-lane,  were  ad¬ 
mitted,  for  the  purpofe  of  laying 
before  his  majefty  in  council  a  new 
revifed  and  corrected  edition  of  their 
Pharmacopoeia,  or  Difpenfary,  for 
the  ufe  of  the  apothecaries  and  o-» 
thers  pradtifing  the  fcience  of  phy- 
fic  in  Great  Britain,  which  being 
received,  they  we're  favoured  with 
the  king’s  mandate,  directing  it  for 
general  ufe.  I  he  laft  edition  of  the 
College  Difpenfary  was  in  the  year 
1746,  in  the  19th  year  of  George 

n. 

4.  Came  on  before  lord  Mans¬ 
field  and  lord  Loughborough,  at 
Serjeant’s-Inn,  the  fecond  argu¬ 
ment  in  error  brought  by  commo¬ 
dore  John  (Tone  again#  capt.  Sut¬ 
ton,  when  Mr.  Erfkine  was  heard 
at  full  length  for  the  defendant.; 


and  Mr.  Scott,  the  commodore’s 
counfel,  riling  to  anfwer,  was  told 
it  was  quite  unneeeffary,  as  nothing- 
had  been  laid  which  could  induce 
their  lordfhips  to  alter  their  opini¬ 
on,  that  the  judgment  obtained  by 
capt.  Sutton  in  the  court  of  exche¬ 
quer  fhould  be  reverfed,  —  The  cate 
was  limply  this  — capt.  Sutton  ob¬ 
tained  a  verdicft  for  5000I.  again  11 
commodore  johnftone.  A  new  tri¬ 
al  was  granted  by  the  court  of  ex¬ 
chequer:,  a  fecond  trial  had — a  fe¬ 
cond  verdidt  for  6oocL — A  motion 
was  then  made,  grounded  on  leve- 
ral  points  of  law,  to  arreft  judg¬ 
ment.  The  court  confirmed  the 
verdidt.  The  commodore  brings  a 
writ  of  error  on  the  fame  points  his 
motion  in  arreft  of  judgment  was 
founded  on  This  writ  of  error, 
by  add  of  parliament,  is  in  the  judg¬ 
ment  of  the  lord  chancellor  ;  but 
his  lordlliip  referred  the  judgment 
to  the  two  chief  juftices,  who  have 
reverfed  the  judgment  of  the  court 
of  exchequer. 

9.  This  day  the  lord  mayor,  ac¬ 
companied  by  the  aldermen  and 
flieriffs  in  their  carriages,  and  pre¬ 
ceded  by  the  city  marfhals,  went  to 
Weftminfter  Hall ;  when  his  Lord- 
fhip  was  l'worn  into  his  office  at  the 
bar  of  the  exchequer  court,  and  re¬ 
corded  warrants  of  attorney  in  the 
different  courts  for  the  due  execu¬ 
tion  of  his  office. 

In  confequence  of  the  requeft  of 
the  lord  chamberlain,  on  the  death 
of  the  princefs  Amelia,  the  lord 
mayor  went  up  to  the  exchequer 
chamber  to  be  fworn,  with  little 
more  ceremony  than  that  of  a  pri¬ 
vate  gentleman. 

10.  About  two  in  the  afternoon, 
the  countefs  of  Strathmore  was  ta¬ 
ken  from  the  ho.ufe  of  Mr.  Forfter 
in  Oxford -ftreet,  under  pretence  of 
a  warrant  to  take  her  before  lord 
Mansfield.  She  was  forcibly  thruft 
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into  her  own  carriage,  her  coach¬ 
man  taken  from  the  box,  and  a 
(1  ranger  put  in  his  place,  who  drove 
off  at  a  furious  rate,  and  did  not 
flop  till  he  arrived  at  Barnet,  where 
the  carriage  was  met  by  a  company 
of  armed  men,  to  the  number  of 
eight  :  in  palling  through  one  of 
the  turnpikes,  the  lady  was  feen  to 
ftruggle  much,  apparently  gagged, 
and  in  great  diftrels.— - Application 
was  immediately  made  to  the  court 
of  King’s  Bench  for  an  habeas  cor¬ 
pus,  to  effect  a  refcue.  (See  FoU 
Fh  page  13*) 

11.  Came  on  in  the  court  of 
King’s  Bench  a  trial  at  bar,  in  the 
remarkable  caufe  between  the  na¬ 
tural  daughter  of  the  bite  Ch. 
Mellifh,  efq.  and  his  niece.  The 
caufe  had  already  been  tried,  (See 
F&l,  FI,  page  49.)  when  a  verdift 
was  obtained  by  the  daughter, 
which  was  let  alide  by  a  fubfequent 
one  in  the  Common  Pleas.  The 
deceafed  made  two  wills,  one  in 
1774,  which  gave  place  to  one  in 

1780.  There  was  alfo  a  codicil  in 

1781,  and  the  conte If  was,  to  which 
of  the  wills  it  applied.  The  will 
in  1780  being  eftablilhed  by  weight 
of  evidences,  the  codicil  of  courfc 
mu  ft  refer  to  that,  and  fo  it  was  de¬ 
termined.  Mr.  Erlkine,  in  order 
that  his  client  might  have  a  new 
trial,  moved  that  Richard  Roe 
fhould  come  into  court,  which  of 
ccurfe  produced  a  nonfuit. 

Sal'Jbury ,  Nov.  13.  The  remains 
of  a  Roman  villa,  covering  near 
an  acre  of  ground,  were  on  Mon¬ 
day  laft  difeovered  in  Pitt  mead,  a- 
bout  two  miles  this  lide  of  War- 
minder.  They  found  fome  very 
curious  teffe bated  pavement,  evi¬ 
dently  the  remains  of  baths,  alfo 
pieces  of  urns,  and  domeftic  uten- 
lils,  made  of  beautiful  clay.  Pitt- 
mead  is  about  two  hundred  yards 
dtftant  from  the  turnpike  road. 


Verlucio,  a  principal  Roman  fta- 
tion,  was  in  the  neighbomhood. 

15.  Yefterday  the  recorder  fhew- 
ed  caufe,  in  the  court  of  King’s 
Bench,  againft  a  rule  obtained  by 
Mr.  Tomlins,  for  a  mandamus  to 
be  directed  to  the  lord  mayor  and 
aldermen  of  the  city  of  London,  to 
be  admitted  to  the  office  of  one  of 
the  auditors  of  the  faid  city,  he 
having  a  majority  upon  the  poll. 
Mr.  Tomlins,  jun.  in  fupport  of 
the  rule  ftated,  that  the  cuftom  or 
ufage  which  had  been  declared  to 
the  livery  in  common  hall  by  the 
recorder,  previous  to  the  election 
of  auditors  on  Midfummer  day  laft, 
(that  a  liveryman,  who  had  ferved 
the  laid  office  two  years  fucceffively, 
was  not  eligible  to  be  re -elected) 
was  not  an  immemorial  cuftom,  but 
merely  an  ufage  entitling  the  party 
elected  to  an  exemption  from  l'erv- 
ing  the  office  if  he  thought  proper. 
Mr.  Recorder  afterted,  that  the 
dillindHon  was  as  new  as  abftird, 
and  that  they  ought  to  lay  fome 
authority  before  the  court  in  fup7 
port  of  it,  which  they  neither  had 
nor  could  do. 

The  affidavit  in  fupport  of  the, 
rule  which  ftated  the  whole  of  the 
proceedings  of  the  common  hall 
and  court  of  aldermen,  on  Midfunv 
mer  day  laft,  was  then  read,  and 
Mr.  Douglas  on  behalf  of  Mr. 
Tomlins,  prayed,  that  the  writ  of 
mandamus  might  ift'ue  ;  in  oppolD 
non  thereto,  an  affidavit,  made  by 
the  fdieitor,  was  re. id,  which  ftat¬ 
ed  that  he  had  traced  this  cuftom 
for  near  three  hundred  years  back 
by  fearches  in  the  corporation 
books,  and  that  the  invariable  uf¬ 
age  in  the  election  of  auditors  had 
been  as  before  dated  by  the  rec  >rd- 
er  ;  that  this  ufage  or  cuftom  was 
ftrongly  fortified  by  an  a£l  of  com¬ 
mon  council,  in  the  reign  of  one 
of  the  Edwards;  and  that  it  mu  ft 
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now  be  confidered  as  the  lex  loci 
of  the  corporation ;  in  refpebt  of 
thefe  eledtions,  an  affidavit  was 
made  by  the  common-ferjeant,  and 
town-clerk,  in  confirmation  of  this 
nfage  within  their  refpedtive  memo¬ 
ries. 

The  counfel  for  Mr.  Tomlins 
preffed  the  court  to  grant  the  man¬ 
damus  ex  dehito  jujlitia. ’,  but  the 
court  declared  the  granting  fitch 
writ  was  in  their  difcretion,  and 
that  it  mull  be  governed  by  the 
particular  fads  and  circumfiances  of 
the  cafe  ;  that  upon  the  prefent  oc- 
cafion  it  was  incumbent  upon  Mr, 
Tomlins  to  have  made  out  a  cafe, 
fupported  by  affidavits  to  entitle 
him  to  fuch  writ,  which  he  had 
not  done..  The  affidavits  produced 
on  behalf  of  the  mayor  and  alder¬ 
men,  ftated  the  cuflom  in  the  mo  ft 
farisfadtory  terms ;  they  were,  there¬ 
fore,  of  opinion,  there  was  no  foun¬ 
dation  for  the  prefent  application, 
and  di redled  the  rule  to  be  difi* 
charged.  ( Seepage  27,  3?.) 

Edinburgh  Nov.  18.  A  country 
lad,  apprentice  to  a  cabinet-maker 
of  this  place,  lately  applied  to  our 
mathematical  profeffors  to  be  ad¬ 
mitted  a  ftudent  into  the  clafs  for 
the  higher  geometry.  On  examin¬ 
ation,  he  was  too  far  advanced  to 
receive  benefit  from  any  clafs  taught 
here;  and  though  he  had  never  been 
at  any  fchool,  he  anfwered  every 
queftion  with  a  facility  and  elegance 
that  aftonifhed  the  profeffors  ;  and 
what  is  more,  he  deduced  demon- 
firations  in  a  manner  entirely  his 
own,  and  in  which  no  error  could 
be  difeovered.  The  univerfity  has 
conferred  upon  him  the  degree  of 
mafter  of  arts,  and  appointed  him 
keeper  of  the  college  obfervatory. 

20.  Laft  Friday  morning,  about 
fix  o’clock,  the  battery  at  Bright- 
helmftone  fell  down,  with  a  nolle 
like  the  report  of  cannon.  The 


deftrudlion  of  the  battery  was  oc- 
calioned  by  the  late  high  tide,  which 
flowed  with  an  impetuofity  that  not 
only  wafhed  away  both  ends,  but 
alfo  lapped  the  very  foundation  of 
it,  infomuch  that  its  fall  has  ever 
lince  been  expedled 

From  the  fall  of  the  battery,  the 
houle  belonging  to  it,  and  feveral  o- 
ther  valuable  ones  adjacent,  are 
thought  to  be  in  the  utmoft  danger. 

Sunday  fix  of  the  guns  bedong- 
ing  to  Brighthelmllone  battery, 
were  wafhed  from  its  ruins  into  the 
fea.  The  others  have  been  fmee 
removed  out  of  the  reach  of  the 
wraves. 

21.  At  the  bank  471,0 00L  3  per 
cent.  fl'Gck  was  transferred  to  Mr. 
Van  Often  on  account  of  the  land¬ 
grave  of  H effie,  fo  much  being  due 
on  Heifian  foldiets  loft  in  the  Ame¬ 
rican  war,  at  30L  a  man. 

2.2.  Yefterday,  Edward  Aylette, 
the  attorney,  flood  in  the  pillory  in 
New  Palace  Yard,  Weirminfler,  for 
wilful  and  corrupt  perjury.  (See 

t“Se  31-) 

23.  juft  before  the  fitting  of  the 
court  of  King’s  Bench  lady  Strath¬ 
more  was  brought  into  Weilminfter- 
hall ;  and  immediately  on  the  ar¬ 
rival  of  the  judges,  Mr.  Law,  her 
counfel,  moved,  that  file  might  be 
permitted  to  exhibit  articles  of  the 
peace  againfi  Mr.  Bowes  and  feve¬ 
ral  others  ;  which  being  granted, 
he  then  moved  for  an  attachment 
againfi:  Mr.  Bowes  and  feveral  of 
his  accomplices,  which  was  like- 
wife  granted.  Her  ladyfliip  had 
been  conveyed  to  her  feat  at  Dur¬ 
ham,  and  when  the  officers  went 
there  to  ferve  the  writ  of  habeas 
corpus  on  Mr.  Bowres,  he  evaded 
it,  by  privately  conveying  her  la¬ 
dy  (hip,  away  ;  but  file  was  foon 
refeued  by  the  peafantry,  who 
made  Mr.  Bowes  a  prifoner.  Her 
ladyfliip,  in  her  affidavit,  ftated  a 

variety 
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variety  of  ill-ufage,  which  file  had 
experienced  from  Mr.  Bowes,  fuch 
as  being  beat,  fcourged,  and  me¬ 
naced  with  death. 

27.  Mr.  Bowes  appeared  in  the 
court  of  King’s  Bench,  when  his 
counfel  moved,  that  he  fhould  be 
difcharged,  on  the  ground  that  he 
had  not  been  legally  l'erved  with  the 
habeas  corpus  ;  but  the  court  re- 
ieCded  this  motion,  confidering  the 
fervice  as  good.  A  limilar  motion 
was  likewife  made,  on  the  ground, 
that  Mr.  Bowes  was  actually  haften- 
ing  to  town  to  make  a  return  to  the 
habeas  corpus,  but  was  prevented 
by  the  attack  upon  his  perfon,  and 
other  unavoidable  circumilances  ; 
but  the  court  confidering  this  af¬ 
fection  as  contradidled  by  the  affi¬ 
davits  of  other  perfons,  rejected 
this  motion  alfo  ;  and  Mr.  Bowes 
was  finally  committed  t  hit -he  King’s 
Bench  prifon  tiil  the  judges  deter¬ 
mine  what  fecurity  he  lhall  be  ob¬ 
liged  to  find  to  keep  the  peace. 

Halifax ,  Nova  Scotia,  OH.  10. 
On  Wednefday  the  4th  in.fi.  arrived 
here  the  Pegafus  frigate,  command¬ 
ed  by  Prince  William  Henry,  who 
landed  the  next  dav.  and  was  re- 
:  ceived  by  all  ranks  of  people  with 
the  greatefi  proofs  of  loyalty  and 
,  affection  to  his  illufirious  parents. 
(See  p.  22.) 

20.  Letters  from  Quebec  mention 
|  lord  Dorcheiler’s  arrival  there,  on 
the  2 2d  ult.  in  the  Thilbe  frigate, 
to  the  great  fatisfadtion  of  the  gar? 
i  rifon  and  inhabitants. 

2 q.  A  brilliant  and  highly  finifhed 
pi  A 11  re  of  the  king  of  France,  fet 
in  diamonds,  was  prefented  by  Mr. 

!  Eden  to  his  majefly  at  St.  james’s. 
He  received  it  from  the  French  king 
hirnTelf,  in  order  to  deliver  it  in 
perfon  to  the  Britifli  fovereign,  as 
a  commemoration  of  the  promifed 
amity  between  both  potentates,  in 
confequcnce  of  the  figning  of  the 
commercial  treaty.. 
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30.  This  day  being  the  anniver- 
fary  of  the  Royal  Society,  the  fol¬ 
lowing  noblemen  and  gentlemen 
were  chofen  of  the  council  for  the 
year  enfuing,  viz. 

Sir  Jofeph  Banks,  bart  prefiden*’. 
Samuel  Wegg,  efq.  V.  P.  treafurer. 

Tofeph  Planta,  efq  )  r 

A,  q  ■  t  tn  secretaries 

Charles  Blag&en,  M.D.  j 

John  lord  Mulgrave,  V.  P. 

Sir  William  Mulgrave,  bart.  V.  P. 

Sir  William  Watfong  knt.  V.  P. 

Rev.  Andrew  Kipffiv  D.  D. 

Rev.  Nevil  Malkelyne,  D.  D. 

William  Pitcairn,  M.  D. 

New  Council. 

Rt.  hon.  Charles  Greville. 

William  Herfchel,  LL.  D. 

Charles  Burney,  Muf.  D. 

Welbore  Ellis  Agar,  efq.  ■ 

Rev.  C.  P.  Ibayard,  M.  A. 

Charles  duke  of  Richmond. 

Charles  earl  Stanhope. 

John  Topham,  efq. 
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t.  This  day  Mr.  Bowes  exhibit¬ 
ed  ceryain  allegations  in  the  court  of 
arches  in  lady  Strathmore’s  cafe, 
and  prayed  the  court  for  leave  to 
fupport  the  fame  by  exhibits  upon 
oath.  (Sex page  46,  48.) 

4.  John  Adams  efq.  the  Ameri¬ 
can  plenipotentiary,  prefented  the 
rev.  Dr.  White,  of  Pennfylyania, 
and  the  rev:  Dr.  Provoft,  of  New 
York,  to  the  archbifh  p  of  Canter¬ 
bury,  to  be  conlecrated  bifhops  for 
the  United  States.  The  rev.  Dr. 
Griffith,  of  Virginia,  is  to  be  made 
a  third,  to  complete  the  government 
of  the  epifeopal  church  in  thole 
States.  (See  Nol .  VI.  page  1,  58.) 

6.  The  duke  of  At  nol  has,  in 
the  moil  liberal  manner,  not  only 
given  a  perpetual  right  of  property 
in  his  e flare  fit  bated  on  the  river 
Tay,  about  fix  miles  from  Perth, 
to  the  Stanley  cotton  company, 
(D)  but 
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but  has  alfo  lotted  out  a  large  traft 
of  land  into  a  townfhip,  where  peo¬ 
ple  may  build  houfes  on  the  moil 
moderate  terms.  This  new  compa¬ 
ny  have  e reeded  a  magnificent  cot¬ 
ton  mill,  which  furniflies  employ¬ 
ment  to  three  or  four  hundred  wo¬ 
men  and  children  ;  a  foundation  fu- 
perior  to  a  hundred  workhoufes. 

The  above  company,  lath  fu  tu¬ 
rner,  built  feveral  ftreets  of  fmall, 
but  comfortable  houfes,  in  the  new 
town,  for  the  accommodation  of  the 
people  employed  in  the  cotton  mill. 

The  duke  beholds  the  growing 
profperity  of  thefe  manufadf cries 
with  pleafure,  and  conftantly  af- 
fiffs  the  endeavours  of  his  young* 
colony.  A  few  weeks  fince,  he  and 
his  duchefs  gave  names  to  new 
ftreets  in  his  town,  fuch  as  King- 
ftteet,  Charlotte-ftreet,  Duchefs  - 
flreet,  &c.  The  inhabitants  were 
regaled  with  cafks  of  beer,  and  are 
to  elect  magiftrates,  for  the  govern¬ 
ment  of  their  police.  A  weekly 
market  is  to  be  eftablifhed.  Who¬ 
ever  pleales  to  fettle  there  is  to  be 
made  welcome.  Tnftead  of  any  ex¬ 
action  for  this  liberty,  great  encou¬ 
ragement  is  given  to  new  and  in- 
duftrious  fettlers  ;  and  it  is  not 
doubted  but  In  a  fhort  time  this  will 
become  a  confiderable  place  for  ma¬ 
nufactures  of  different  kinds. 

9.  The  Belifarius,  which,  in  con- 
fequence  of  a  plan  lately  adopted 
by  government,  is  to  carry  out  the 
poor  Blacks*  to  form  a  new  fettle- 
ment  on  the  coaft  of  Africa,  drop¬ 
ped  down  to  Gravel  end  on  Friday 
laid.  The  intended  ftttlement  is  to 
be  eftablifhed  on  a  much  broader 
balls  than  was  at  fifft  intended.  It 
is  not  to  confiftfolely  of  blacks,  but 
of  whites  and  blacks.  A  regular 
government,  fuch  as  that  of  Sene¬ 
gal  of  Cape  Coaft,  is  to  be  formed, 
and  lands  to  be  allotted  to  the  blacks 
who  are  fent  out  from  Europe*  They 
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are  to  be  under  the  proteClion  of  a 
regular  fort,  fuch  as  we  had  at  Go- 
ree,  which  is  to  be  built  without 
delay.  The  Belifarius  carries  out 
engineers  for  that  purpofe  ;  and  the 
blacks  are  to  be  paid  for  aiftfting  to 
carry  on  the  works.  The  place 
fixed  upon  for  this  fort  is  a  Ipot 
near  Cape  St.  Anne,  on  one  of  the 
banks  of  the  Sierra-Leone,  a  river 
on  the  Coaft  of  Guinea,  which 
empties  itfelf  into  the  Atlantic  G- 
cean,  feveral  leagues  to  the  fouth- 
ward  of  the  Gambia.  At  this  fort 
will  refide  a  governor,  who  is  to  be 
veiled  with  powers  civil  and  milita¬ 
ry,  and  to  be  affifted  with  a  coun¬ 
cil,  without  whofe  concurrence  he 
cannot  aft  in  cafes  of  capital  pu~ 
nifhinent. 

Leaves,  Dec .  9.  Laft  Sunday,  a- 
bout  two  in  the  afternoon,  the 
Nueftra  Sept  ora  de  Begona,  capt, 
Antonio  de  rebarra,  from  Biiboa 
to  London,  was  driven  on  fhore, 
about  a  mile  to  the  weft  ward  of 
Newhaven  pier,  when  fhe  was 
dafhed  to  pieces.  The  captain’s 
mate  and  three  others,  laved  them- 
felves  by  lwimmmg  ;  but  the  cap¬ 
tain  and  three  of  his  hands  who 
could  not  fwini,  were  drowned  in 
the  prefence  of  a  great  number  oi 
fpedtators,  who  could  give  them  no 
affiftance.  The  four  that  were  Liv¬ 
ed,  were  furniftied  at  Newhaven 
with  clothes  and  every  other  ne- 
c  eft  ary,  by  Mr.  Brown,  and  others. 
In  this  town  and  neighbourhood, 
upwards  of  ten  pounds  were  col¬ 
lected  for  them,  through  the  inter- 
pofition  of  Mr.  Lanpridge  and  the 

JT  O’—1 

poftmafter  here,  which  they  receiv¬ 
ed  with  every  poiftbie  mark  of  gra¬ 
titude.  On  Saturday  thev  went  on 
the  outftdc  of  the  coach  for  Lon¬ 
don,  in  order  to  get  a  pall age  hoipe. 

On  Wednefcav  morning,  the  St. 

j  p  > 

Auftle,  capt.  Colmer,  from  Fail 
Loo,  was  driven  on  fhore  near  the 

Lime 
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fame  place,  and  dafhed  to  pieces,  yet  as  the  plaintiff  was  a  fubjedt  of 
The  captain  and  crew,  four  in  num-  this  country*  he  was  entitled  to  the 
ber,  quitted  the  wreck  iri  time  to  protection  of  its  laws*-— Mr.  Mor- 
fave  themfelves  ;  but  Mr.  and  Mrs.  gan,  counfel  for  the  defendant*  and 
Giles,  a  young  couple,  paffengerS,  rulers  of  the  fynagogue,  difplayed 
who  could  not  be  prevailed  onto  a  wonderful  knowledge  of  the  jew- 
leave  the  veffel,  periflied.  The  ifli  laws  and  cuftoms,  and  infilled, 
captain  fays,  fo  averfe  was  Mr*  that  as  the  government  of  this 
Giles  to  leave  the  wreck,  that  af-  country  federated  the  Jews  to  regu- 
ter  he  (the  captain)  had  got  fare  to  late  their  own  police*  efpecially 
land,  he  lafhed  himfeif  to  a  rope,  with  regard  to  matters  of  religion, 
fwam  again  to  the  wreck,  and  having  the  plaintiff  having  been  convidted 
boarded  her,  fattened  a  rope  round  by  thofe  laws,  could  riot  leek  re- 
Mrs.  Gl!ec,  for  the  purpofe  of  hav-  drefs  from  that  court.  A  blame 
ing  her  hauled  on  fliore  ;  but  her  was  imputed  to  the  defendant,  for 
fuifband  immediately  caft  it  off  a-  having  infoniied  agairift  the  plain- 
jrain,  and  exclaimed*  “  My  dear  tiff;  but  Mr.  Morgan  (hewed.,  that 
Bella,  don’t  leave  me !”  She  If  aid  !  by  the  Levitical  law,  expreffed  in 
—-This  unfortunate  lady  was  a  diff  the  firft  arid  fecond  verfe  of  the 
tant  relation  of  lord  Courtney’s*  fifth  chapter  of  Leviticus,  a  perfon 
The  failors  were  treated  with  the  knowing  of  a  fin  being  committed* 
greateft  humanity  at  Newhaven.  and  concealing  his  knowledge,  was 
ii.  On  Friday,  a  curious  caufe  deemed  guilty  of  the  fin  himfeif* 
was  tried,  before  Lord  Loughbo-  Lord  Loughborough  confeffed  him- 
rough,  wherein  a  Jew  butcher  was  felf  entirely  of  Mr.  Morgan’s  dpi- 
plaintiff,  in  an  adtion  of  damages  nion  ;  and  the  plaintiff  was  non- 
fuffained  by  his  being  prohibited  fuited. 

from  exercifing  the  trade  of  a  but-  15.  The  committee:  of  common, 
cher,  by  an  order  of  the  rulers  of  council,  appointed  in  July  latl  to 
the  fynagogue,  on  a  charge  by  the  enquire  into  the  caufes  of  the  high 
defendant,  of  his  felling  meat  to  prices  ot  provilion,  have  publifh- 
the  Jews*  unjlamped,  and  improper -  ed  their  report,  in  which  they  re- 
ly  killed ;  that  is,  not  killed  agree-  late  the  feveral  fteps  they  have  ta- 
able  to  the  Jewifli  laws:  the  plain-  ken  in  this  enquiry.  They  ffate, 
tiff  aliedged,  that  he  bought  the  that  they  received  from  the  city 
meat  of  a  carcafe  butcher  in  White-  folicitor  abltradts  of  all  tile  adts  re* 
chapel,  who  generally  killed  for  lative  to  the  practices  of  regrating, 
the  Jews,  whom  he  offered  to  bring  fore  flailing,  &e.  of  thofe  for  the; 
as  a  witnefs:  but  the  Jewifli  law's  regulation  of  Smithfield  and  the 
would  not  permit  him  to  be  exa-  other  rinrkets,  and  alfo  of  the  fe- 
mined  before  the  rulers,  on  account  veral  enclofing  adts  lince  the  yeari 
of  his  being  a  Chrijlian,  on  which  1775  i  that  they  have  held  a  cor- 
account  a  charge  having  been  made,  refpondence  with  the  magi  ft  rate  3  of 
and  no  proof  of  innocence  adduc-  feveral  corporations,  arid  confultcd 
ed,  he  was  adjudged  guilty,  arid  fuf-  the  iri  oft  refpedtable  butchers  in 
fered  accordingly*  Serjeant  Bol-  Smithfield  oil  the  bufmefs*  Ths 
ton,  counfel  for  the  plaintiff,  infill-  refoluiions  of  a  meeting  held  by 
ed,  that  though  the  Jewifli  laws  rhefe  lalt  are  alfo  added  ;  they  Hate 
prevented  the  man  from  Chriftiari  the  pradti.e  of  foreflalling  by  the 
evidence  to  prove  his  innocence,  carcafe  butchers,  as  a  principal 
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caure  of  the  high  prices  of  meat. 
The  refoliitions  of  the  committee 
go  in  general  to  the  fame  effed. 
'I  hey  comp  la  n  of~the  practice  of 
foreflalling  at  Mile-End.,  I  ft  mg  ton, 
Kennington,  &c.  They  propole, 
that  to  remedy  this  evil,  a  commit¬ 
tee  fhould  be  appointed  by  the  cor¬ 
poration,  for  the  purpofe  of  control¬ 
ling  the  markets  :  that  only  a  licenf- 
ed  number  of  falefmen  fhould  be 
admitted,  none  of  whom,  to  pre¬ 
vent  collufion,  fhould  be  butchers 
or  graziers :  that  all  cattle  brought 
into  Smithfield  market  fliould  be  du¬ 
ly  entered,  and  a  regifter  pre  'ei  ved 
of  the  entries  and  lales  ;  that  the 
hours  of  fale  fhould  be  from  four 
in  the  morning  until  two  in  the  af¬ 
ternoon,  See. 

19.  The  Montega  Bay  paper,  of 
OcT  ber  28,  mentions  a  dteadlul 
hunhane  at  Jamaica,  in  the  night 
of  the  19th,  which  had  done  great 
mife  ief  in  many  parts  of  the  illand. 
In  Web morelami,  in  parti,  ular,  the 
appearance  every  where  denoted  the 
fuperior  violence  of  this  gull:  over 
all  that  had  been  experienced  hnce 
1780.  The  tre,  s  dripped  of  their 
leaves,  exhibited  an  a  pearance  as 
if  fire  had  devoured  their  verdure  ; 
the  fhores  were  covered  with  duck, 
teal,  and  other  aquatic  birds,  that 
had  been  driven  with  irreftilible  im- 
pe  uolity  againfl  the  trunks  of  the 
mangroves,  and  da'l.ed  to  pieces. 

22.  The  feffions  ended  at  the 
Old  Bailey,  when  23  prifoners  re¬ 
ceived  fentence  ot  death.  —  In 
this  feffions,  Michael  Walker, 
Richard  Payne,  and  John  Cox, 
were  tried;  the  fir  ft  as  principal, 
f  r  the  murder  or  Mr.  Duncan  Ro- 
binfon,  near  Smart’s1  buildings, 
Holborn,  by  cutting  him  dowrn  the 
face  and  fhoulder,  and  ftabbing  him 
in  different  parts  of  his  arm,  of 
which  he  died  in  about  three  days  : 
and  the  other  two  foi  being  prefent, 
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aiding,  and  affifting  in  the  faid  mur¬ 
der.  One  of  the  prifoners  had 
picked  the  pocket  of  a  Mr.  Hunt, 
•who  was  walking  in  company  w  th 
the  deceafed :  Mr.  Hunt  appre¬ 
hended  the  thief,  and  a  dcuffie  en¬ 
dued,  in  which  Mr,  Hunt  knocked 
down  his  antagonift  twice,  when 
Pavne  attacked  him,  and  Mr.  lio- 
binfon  coming  to  his  affiftance,  re- 
ceived  the  dreadful  wound  that  oc- 
cafioned  his  death.  Mr.  Baron 
Hotham,  at  the  clofe  of  his  charge 
to  the  jury,  made  fome.  excellent 
obfervations  on  the  law,  tending  to 
point  out,  that  when  fever.il  part¬ 
ners  are  in  purfuit  of  an  illegal  ac¬ 
tion,  and  a  murder  enfues,  all  are 
equally  involved  in  the  guilt.— 
They  were  all  found  guilty,  and 
executed  on  Monday  the  18th,  near 
the  fpot  where  the  murder  was 
commit:  ed. 

During  this  feffions  alfo  Jofeph 
Woolley,  a  foldier,  was  tried  for 
robbing  Charles  Auftin,  of  fome 
wearing  apparel.  The  pnfoner  had 
1  confeffed  the  ijpbbery  before  the 
juftice,  and  faid,  that  being  tired 
of  the  military  life  and  difcipline, 
he  had  committed  this  robbery,  in 
order  to  be  fent  to  Botany  Bay, 
When  called  upon  for  his  defence, 
he  refilled  to  make  any,  or  to  call 
any  witneffes  to  his  charader.  The 
recorder  then  faid,  that  as  he  pre¬ 
ferred  the  ignominious  punifhment 
of  tranfportation  to  that  of  honour¬ 
ably  ferving  his  king  and  country, 
the  court  would  indulge  him,  but 
that  he  fliould  not  chufe  the  place  ; 
and  therefore  palled  fentence  on 
him  to  be  tranfported  for  feven 
years  to  Africa . 

Paris ,  Dec.  On  the  2'd  and 

24th  or  laft  month,  an  experiment 
was  made  at  Compeigne,  in  the 
prefence  of  the  vifeount  Laval,  and 
the  principal  perfons  of  the  town, 
of  a  machine  invented  by  the  abbe 
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de  Menth,  which  was  univerfally 
applauded.  The  artift  fixed  his 
machine  to  a  boat  of  2^0  feet  in 
leng  h,  which  it  was  able  10  pull, 
though  full  laden,  without  the  af- 
fi tlance  of  a  tingle  horfe,  againtl 
the  lb  earn  of  the  river  Qvfe,  with 
greater  hviftnefs  than  could  have 
been  made  with  fifteen  horfes.  But 
iome  labourers  and  other  interefted 
perfons,  in  order  to  make  the  en¬ 
terprise  fail,  threw  fand  and  Hones 
between  the  wheels,  which  being 
e logged,  their  motion  was  fufpend- 
ecl  for  fome  minutes,  fo  that  the 
fuccefs  of  the  attempt  was  doubt¬ 
ful  ;  but  as  foon  as  the  effedf  of  this 
mifehief  was  dilcovered,  and  the 
Borings  were  difengaged,  the  ma¬ 
chine  fnowed  itfelf  capable  of  per¬ 
forming  what  was  expected,  and  of 
crowning  the  indefatigable  inventor 
with  'honour. 

Covjiantinople ,  Oct.  1  2..  The  divan 
per  lifts  in  the  defign  of  encourag¬ 
ing  the  arts  and  fciences.  They 
have  given  orders  for  a  tranflation 
of  the  Encyclopedia,  into  the  Turk- 
ifh  language,  which  is  to  be  fet  a- 
bout  immediately;  and,  in  order 
to  facilitate  this  undertaking,  for 
the  benefit  of  fuch  MuiTuimans  as 
are  lovers  of  the  belles-lettres,  all 
the  plates  in  the  Paris  editi  n  are  to 
be  copied.  In  confequence,  all  the 
plates  that  could  be  proem  ed  in 
France  and  Italy  have  been  bought 
up.  The  mufti  has  oppofed  this  re¬ 
solution  with  all  his  might ;  but  for 
all  that,  the  projedf  of  civilizing  the 
empire  will  proceed.  [See  Fol.  FI. 
p.  23.] 

31,  General  bill  of  all  the  chnf- 
tenings  and  burials,  from  Dec.  13, 
1785,  to  Dec.  1 2,  1786. 

Chriflened. 

Males  9183 

Females  8936 


Buried. 

Males  102  5  3 

Females  10201 


In  all  20434 

Whereof  have  died, 

Under  2  years 
Between  2  and  3 
5  and  10 
10  and  20 
20  and  30 
30  and  40 
40  and 
50  and  60 
60  and  70 
70  and  80 
80  and  90 
90  and  ico 
100 

JOl 

102 
106 


BIRTHS  in  the  Tear  178 6. 

Jan.  3.  The  lady  of  William 
Heath,  efq,  of  Stanftead  hall,  FfTexs 
of  a  daughter. 

8.  Lady  Georgian  a  Smyth, 
daughter  of  the  duke  of  Grafton, 
a  fon  and  heir. 

Feb.  14.  The  lady  of  Alexander 
lord  Macdonald,  a  fon. 

Countefs  of  ■  incoln,  a  fon. 

6.  Lady  of  fir  Watkin  WTiiliams 
Wynne,  bart.  a  fon. 

March  21.  The  countefs  of  Sa¬ 
lisbury,  a  daughter.  [Seep.  16.] 

Lady  Cadogan,  a  daughter. 

8.  Countefs  of  Abingdon,  a 
daughter. 

9.  Countefs  of  Balcarras,  turn 
fons. 

17,  Countefs  of  Weftmoreland, 
a  daughter. 

2?.  Lady  of  fir  H.  Gough,  bart. 
a  fon. 

April  25.  Countefs  of  Aylesford, 
a  fon. 

(D  3)  28. 
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853 
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1 868 
2007 
1675 

*3°S 
9  82 

437 

68 

1 

3 
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2?.  Lady  of  the  right  hon.  Wm. 
Eden,  a  fon,  at  Paris. 

May  1.  Countefs  Htzwilliam,  a 

fon  and  heir. 

7.  Lady  of  lir  Thomas  Which- 
Cote,  barf,  a  daughter. 

14.  Lady  of  the  hon?  George 
Rodney,  elded  fon  of  lord  Rodney, 
a  daughter. 

29.  Duchefs  of  Beaufort,  a 
daughter. 

Vifcountefs  Hinton,  a  fon. 

14.  Lady  Margaret  Beckford,  a 
daughter. 

June  15.  Lady  of  fir  John  Lake, 
baft,  a  fon. 

17.  The  Infanta  Donna  Mariana 
Victoria,  of  Portugal,  confort  of 
the  Infant  Don  Gabriel  of  Spain,  a 
prince. 

July  9,  Her  moft  ChrifUan 
jnajehy,  a  princei's,  named  So¬ 
phia. 

12.  The  lady  of  col.  George 
Auguflus  North,  a  fon. 

14.  Lady  Catharine  Graham, 
wife  of  hr  John  Graham,  bart.  a 
daughter. 

20.  Lady  of  fir  William  Maxwell? 
bart.  a  daughter. 

Augujl  22.  Lady  of  lir  John 
Borlace  Warren,  bart.  a  daugh¬ 
ter. 

Sept .  5.  Countefs  of  Sutherland, 
lady  of  earl  Gower,  a  fon  411  d 

heir. 

Lady  Clive,  a  fon. 

6.  Marchionefs  of  Graham,  a 
fpn  and  heir.  [See Ji.  57.] 

16.  Lady  of  lord  St.  Afaph,  fon 
<pf  the  earl  of  Afburnham,  a  fon. 

Sept.  20.  Lady  Harrie^  Elliot, 
wife  of  the  hon.  Edward  James 
Elliot,  a  a  a  lighter.  [See  p  77.] 
OEl.  Lady  of  vifcoiint  Maitland, 
fon  of  the  earl  of  Lauderdale,  a 
fon. 

QH»  28.  Lady  St.  John,  a  daugh? 
fer0 


3.  Lady  of  lir  Carnaby  Hagger-’ 
flone,  bart.  a  daughter. 

Nov.  13.  Lady  of  the  Archbi- 
fliop  of  Canterbury,  a  daughter. 

Lady  of  lord  Napier,  a  Ion. 

17.  Duchefs  of  Gratton,  a 
daughter. 

8.  Lady  of  Richard  Pepper 
Arden,  efcp  attorney-general,  a 
fon. 

1  o,  Vifcountefs  Hereford,  a 
daughter. 

ii.  Lady  of  lord  Balgonie,  fon 
of  the  earl  of  Leven,  a  fon. 

2i.  Countefs  of  Abergavenny, 
a  fon. 


MARRIAGES  in  1786. 

j Web.  4.  Lieut,  col.  Paulus  Irvin, 
to  lady  Elizabeth  St.  Laurence, 
daughter  of  the  earl  of  Howth. 

13.  Henry  Drummond,  efq.  tq 
mifs  Dundas,  daughter  of  the  right 
hon.  Henry  Dundas,  treafurer  of 
the  Navy. 

21.  Hon.  Frederick  Lumley,  tq 
mifs  Boddington. 

23.  John  Pardoe,  jun.  efq. 
member  of  parliament  for  Plympton, 
to  mifs  Oliver,  daughter  of  Thomas 
Oliver,  efq.  of  Laytonftone. 

Hop.  Mr.  Pet  re,  fon  of  lord 
Petre,  to  mifs  Howard,  niece  of  the 
earl  of  Surry. 

March  8.  Earl  of  Haddington,  to 
mils  Gafcoigne. 

14.  Sir  Bourchier  Wray,  bart. 
to  mifs  Palk,  daughter  of  hr  Robert 
Pglk, 

2 1 .  AtBrulfels,lord  JohnRuiTell, 
to  the  hon.  Georgiana  Elizabeth 
Byng,  fecopd  daughter  of  lord 
Torrington,  minilier  plenipoten¬ 
tiary  at  that  court. 

28.  Richard  Long,  jun.  efq.  to 
mils  Flore nt-na  Wray,  filler  to 
Bourchier  Wray,  bart. 
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April  2.  Lady  Ho  rati  a  Wai  de¬ 
grave,  fecond  daughter  of  the  du- 
chefs  f  Gloueeiier,  to  the  hon. 
capt  Conway,  foil  of  the  earl  of 
Hertford. 

8  William  Bofcawen,  efq.  of 
Bufhev,  in  Hertfordfjiire,  fecond 
ion  of  the  late  gen.  Geo.  Bofcawen, 
and  nephew  to  the  late  vifeount  Fal¬ 
mouth,  to  mifs  Charlotte  Ibbetfon, 
daughter  of  the  late  Dr.  Ibbetfon, 
archd.  aeon  of  St..  Alban’s. 

i2.  At  Streatham,  lord  John 
Ruffe}],  to  the  hon.  mifs  Byng. 
They  were  married  on  the  21  lb  of 
March,  at  Bmflels,  according  to  the 
Roman  and  Protefbant  forms. 

May  7,  Sir  William  Twyfden, 
bait,  to  miff  Fanny  Wynch. 

9.  Walter  Sneyd,  efq.  to  the 
hon.  miis  Bagot,  daughter  of  lord 
Eagot. 

27,  Prmcefe  L®iiifa  Augufta  of 
Denmark  to  the  prince  of  Slefvvic 
Holftcin. 

27.  Sir  William  Mole i worth, 
hart,  to  mifs  Ourry, 

May  6.  Lord  Malden,  f  >n  of  the 
carl  of  Eif  x,  to  Mrs.  Stephenfon, 
el  Harley-ftreet. 

17.  Earl  of  Cork  and  Orrery,  to 
mifs  Monckton,  daughter  of  the  late 
lord  Galway, 

27.  Sir  Godfrey  Webfter,  bart. 
to  mifs  Vaffall. 

June  22.  Sir  H.  P.  St.  John, 
bart.  to  mifs  Mddmay,  of  Shanford, 
29.  Lord  Fair  ford,  to  mifs  San¬ 
dy  s,  niece  to  lord  Sjtndys, 

July  1.  Righr  hon.  John  Fitz- 
gibbon,  attorney-general  of  Ireland, 
to  mifs  Whalley,  daughter  of  the 
late  Chapel  Walley,  efq.  ' 

i2.  Drummond  Smith,  elq.  to 
mifs  Cunliffe,  daughter  of  the  late 
iir  Ellis  Cunliffe,  bart. 

17.  Edward  Thurlow,  efq,  ne¬ 
phew  of  the  lord  Chancellor,  to 
mbfs  Thompfon  of  Norwiph. 


The  earl  of  Shaftefbury  to 
mifs  Webb,  daughter  of  fir  John 
Webb,  bart. 

29.  William  Champian  Cref- 
pigny,  efq.  to  lady  Sarah  Windfor. 

Augujl  14.  Sir  Thomas  Mon- 
crieffe,  barf,  to  lady  Flizabeth 
Rauiley,  daughter  of  the  earl  of 
Dalhouffe. 

29.  Sir  George  Ram  fey,  bart. 
to  the  hon.  mils  Eleanor  Frafer, 
daughter  of  the  late  George  lord 
Saltoim. 

Sept.  12.  Robert  Thornton,  efq. 
member  of  parliament  for  Bridge- 
water,  to  mifs  Eyre,  of  Clap- 
ham. 

OH.  c.  Sir  Samuel  Fludyer, 
bart.  to  mifs  Weft  on,  niece  to  the 
duke  of  Montague. 

E.  Brifco,  efq.  to  lady  Anne 
Gordon,  daughter  of  the  earl  of 
Aberdeen. 

Sir  George  William  Farmer, 
bart.  to  mifs  Sophia  Ken  rick, 
daughter  of  Richard  Kenrick,  efq. 
of  Nantclyd,  in  Denbighfhire. 

6.  The  hon.  capt.  de  Courcy, 
brother  of  lord  JCsafale,  to  mils 
Blennerhaffet,  niece  to  major  Poole® 

9.  Sir  James  Hall,  bart.  to  lady 
EJefen  Douglas,  daughter  of  the 
earl  of  Selkirk. 

12.  Robert  Covile,  efq.  of  He* 
minglbone  Hall,  in  Suffolk,  to  mifs 
Afgili,  daughter  of  Hr  Charles 
Afgill,  bart. 

14.  Hon.  col.  Henry  Fox,  bro¬ 
ther  to  the  right  hon.  Charles 
James  Fox,  to  mifs  Clayton,  filler 
to  lady  Howarfede  Walden. 

29.  Lady  Anne  Maria  Arundel, 
yoimgelf  daughter  of  lord  Arundel 
of  Ward  our,  count  of  the  facred 
Roman  empire,  to  the  hon.  Charles 
Clifford,  brother  to  lord  Clifford, 
of  Chudleigh. 

Dec.  1.  Lord  Henry  Murray 
btotlfcr  to  the  duke  of  Athol,  to 
(D  4}  unfa 
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mifs  Kent,  daughter  of  Richard 
Kent,  efq.  of  Liverpoole. 

James  Henry  Leigh,  efq, 
nephew  to  the  duke  of  Chandos,  to 
the  hon.  mifs  Twifsleton,  daugh¬ 
ter  of  lord  Say  and  Seie. 


DEATHS  in  17 86. 

2)ec.  17,  1785.  In  the  fouth  of 
France,  the  hon.  Mifs  Louifa  Ver¬ 
non,  only  daughter  of  Lord  Ver¬ 
non. 

Jan.  2 .  John  Bartholomew  Rad- 
clyiie,  Earl  of  Newburgh. 

3.  Lion.  Mrs.  Montgomery,  aunt 
to  the  prefent  duke  of  Argyle. 

4.  Lady  Fleetwood,  mother  of 
ill*  Thomas  Fleetwood,  bart. 

Sir  Edward  Every,  bart. 

6.  John  Te'mpell',  efq.  major  in 
the  horfe -guards. 

12,  Anne,  Lady  Brudenell,  wire 
of  James  Lord  Brudenell, 

John  Luther,  efq.  late  mem¬ 
ber  of  parliament  for  EfTex, 

13.  The  h'ofjL  Mrs.  Anne  Her- 

vey,  relidt  of  the  hon.  Thomas 

Hervey,  fecond  fon  of  John,  hull 

earl  of  Briflol. 

■  . _ 

Thomas  Barret  Lennard  lord 
Dacre. 

1 6.  Sir  Hugh  Owen,  bart.  lord 
lieu t.  and  member  of  parliament  for 
Pernbrokefhire. 

ip.  The  rev.  John  Duncombe, 
M.  A.  author  of  the  Feminead, 
&c. 

30.  Henry  Rawljjifop,  efq.  late 
member  of  parliament  for  Liver¬ 
pool. 

Feb.  1.  George  Beauclerk,  duke 
of  St  Alban’s. 

6.  The  lady  of  admiral  hr  Fran¬ 
cis  Drake,  bart. 

8.  The  lady  of  hr  Thomas  Gaf- 
coigne,  bart, 

jo.  Lieut,  gen.  Theodore  Day. 

18.  Hon,  James  John  Colvill, 
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eldeft  fon  of  lord  Colvill  of  Cai¬ 
ro  fs. 

Mar.  2.  John  [ebb,  M.  D.  and 

F.  R.  S. 

4.  Lady  Penelope  Cholmondeley, 
relidt  of  the  late  gen.  Cholmondeley. 

d.  James  Phipps,  efq.  member  of 
parliament  for  Peterborough. 

7.  Philip,  earl  Stanhope, 

9.  Sir  Chriilopher  Whicbcote, 
bart. 

15.  Jane,  vifcountefs  Arbuthnot, 

17.  Catherine,  countefs  Ferrers. 

19.  Hon.  Jane  Walter,  daugh¬ 
ter,  and  at  length  heirefs  of  George 
lord  Abergavenny,  and  relict  of 
Abel  Walter,  efq. 

24.  James,  earl  of  Loudon. 

27.  Sack ville,  earl  of  Thanet. 

Fpril  3.  Hon.  and  rev.  Walter, 

Shirley,  brother  to  Robert,  earl 
Ferrers. 

7.  George  Rofs,  efq.  member  of 
parliament  for  Kirkwall. 

10.  The  hon.  admiral  John  By* 
ron. 

12.  Lady  Henrietta  Vernon,  re¬ 
lidt  of  Henry  Vernon,  efq. 

May.  Hon.  George  Fitzwilliam, 
brother  of  the  prefent  earl. 

2.  George  lord  Brook,  ekleft  fon 
of  the  earl  of  Warwick. 

5.  Major  gen.  Augufjtine  Prevoit, 
col.  of  the  6cth  regiment. 

25.  Lady  Margaret  Compton, 
daughter  of  George,  4th  earl  of 
Northampton. 

26.  Edward,  lord  Leigh  :  the  title 
is  extindt. 

Peter  III.  king  of  Portugal. 

27.  Mrs.  Anne  Berkeley,  relidl 
of  the  celebrated  bifliop  of  Cioyne. 

June  6.  Hugh,  duke  of  North¬ 
umberland. 

24.  Adam  Drummond,  efq.  mem¬ 
ber  of  parliament  for  Saftefbury. 

Lady  Ducie,  relidt  of  lord 
Ducie. 

The  earl  of  Northington  :  the 
title  is  extindt. 
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July  r.  The  hon.  William  Tuf- 
ton,  brother  to  the  earl  of  Thanet, 
He  was  drowned  in  the  Thames. 

At  Edinburgh,  Mrs.  Sophia 
Baddeley,  the  once  celebrated  ac- 

4.  Lady  Elizabeth  Villiers.  She 
was  daughter  and  foie  heirefs  to 
John  Villers,  vifcount  Purbeck, 
who  fucceeded  to  the  titles  of  earl  of 
Buckingham,  vifcount  Villiers,  ba¬ 
ron  of  Whaddon,  on  the  death  of 
Georgrc  Villers,  duke  or  Bucking- 
ham.  His  lordilnp  died  in  1723, 
leaving  this  daughter  onlv,  his 
heirefs  ;  by  whofe  death  the  fami¬ 
ly  of  the  Villiers,  of  the  Bucking¬ 
ham  line,  is.  extinCt. 

10.  The  lady  of  George  Edvard 
Stanley,  efq.  lifter  to  hr  Michael 
le  Fleming,  bart. 

14.  JofephGul  ft  on,  efq,  late  mem¬ 
ber  of  parliament  for  Poole,  cele¬ 
brated  for  his  capital  collection  of 
prints,  &c. 

20.  Sir  George  Nares,  one  of 
the  judges  of  the  common  pleas. 
Thomas,  lord  Grantham. 

26.  John  Buller,  efq.  a  lord  of 
the  treafury,  and  member  of  par¬ 
liament  for  Eaft  I  ooe. 

29.  Hon.  Mil's  Ifabella  Hawke, 
daughter  of  Lord  Hawke. 

Aug .  13.  Gilbert  Stuart,  L  L. 
D.  author  of  the  Hiftory  of  Scot¬ 
land. 

12.  Mary,  vifcountefs  Kilmorey, 
third  daughter  of  Waftiington,  earl 
Ferrers. 

17.  Frederick  III.  king  of  Pruffia. 
29.  Hon.  Auguflus  William  Fitz- 
roy,  third  fon  of  Lord  Southamp¬ 
ton. 

31.  Charles  Howard,  duke  of 
Norfolk. 

Sept.  4  Sir  Thomas  Aubrey, 
bart.  father  of  John  Aubrey,  efq. 
member  of  parliament  for  Bucks. 

Mrs.  Byng,  mother  of  George 
Byng,  efq.  of  Wrotham  Park. 


3.  Jonas  Flanway,  efq. 

17.  Jemima  Elizabeth,  mar  chi- 
on  els  ot  Graham,  third  daughter 
to  the  earl  o*f  Afhburnham. 

Mifs  Cavendifh,  only  daughter 
of  lord  George  Henry  Cavendifh. 

18.  Hon.  Charles  Hamilton,  un¬ 
cle  to  the  qarl  of  Ahercorn. 

25.  Lady  Flarriet  Elliot,  fecond 
daughter  of  the  late  earl  of  Chat¬ 
ham,  arid  wife  of  the  hon.  Edward 
James  Elliot. 

OH.  2  Admiral  Auguftus,  vif- 
count  Keppel. 

7.  Mifs  Webb,  daughter  of  fir 
John  Webb,  bart. 

20.  The  hon.  Charles  Phipps* 
brother  to  lord  Mulgrave,  and  mem¬ 
ber  of  parliament  for  Minehead. 

Humphrey  Sturt,  late  member 
of  parliament  for  Dorfetftire. 

31.  The  Princefs  Amelia  Sophia 
Eleonora,  fecond  daughter  of  his 
late  majefty  king  George  II. 

Novi  2.  Sir  Edward  Swinburne, 
bart. 

6.  Sir  Horace  Mann,  knt.  bart. 
46  years  minifter  at  Florence. 

7.  Sir  John  Elliot,  bart.  phyfi- 
cian  to  the  prince  of  Wales. 

Vifcountels  Grimflon. 

1 1.  Major  gen.  James  Bramham, 
chief  engineer  of  Great  Britain. 

s  5.  Sir  Richard  Temple,  bart. 

Gen.  John  Barilo w,  col.  of  the 
30th  regiment. 

21.  Sir  Edward  Wilmot,  bart. 
phylician  to  the  king,  in  his  93d 
year. 

23.  Hannah  Catharina  Maria, 
dowager  vifcountefs  Falmouth 

28.  Anne,  dowager  lady  Ruth* 
ven.  •  "  ... 

30.  Sir  Thomas  Fowke,  groom  of 
the  bedchamber  to  the  duke  of 
Cumberland, 

Dec .  9.  Henry  Roper,  jithlord 
Teynharo. 

3.  Alexander,  earl  of  Home. 

11.  Thomas,  earl  of  Clarendon. 

20,  Ifa* 
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20.  Ifabella,  duchefs  dowager 
of  Manchefter,  wife  of  Edward, 
earl  Beaulieu. 

25.  Charles,  lord  Gray. 

28.  lien.  capt.  Murray,  brother 
to  the  e  rl  of  Dunmore. 

Lately,  fir  John  Burgoyne,  bart. 
in  the  Eall  Indies. 


PROMOTIONS  in  1786. 

January  7.  George  B  idwyn, 
efq,  to  be  conful  general  in  Egypt, 

24.  Sir  John  Parnell,  bait,  to 
be  a  privy  couniellor  in  Ireland. 

Feb.  4.  Beniamin  Pingo,  efq.  to 
be  York  Herald  of  Arms. 

John  Sinclair,  efq.  of  Ulb- 
fier,  to  be  a  baronet. 

13*  John  Crichloe  Turner,  efq* 
fheriff  of  Cambridge,  and  Hun¬ 
tingdon,  to  be  a  knight. 

24.  William,  lord  Craven,  to  be 
lord  lieut,  of  Berks. 

28.  Granville  Levefon,  earl 
Gower,  to  be  marquis  of  the  coun¬ 
ty  of  Stafford. 

March  3.  Douglas,  duke  of  Ha¬ 
milton,  to  be  knight  of  the  Thiftie. 

2  John  Charles  Crowle,  efq. 
to  be  mafter  of  the  revels  in  or¬ 
dinary  to  his  majeity. 

25.  John  Elliot,  efq.  to  be  go¬ 
vernor  of  Newfoundland. 

Hon.  Ariana  Margaret  Eger- 
ton,  to  be  one  of  her  majeftyV  bed¬ 
chamber  women. 

April  11.  Sir  Guy  Carleton, 
Knight  of  the  Bath,  to  be  gover- 
nor  of  Quebec,  Nova  Scotia,  and 
New  Brunfwick. 

11.  Francis,  marquis  of  Car¬ 
marthen,  to  be  high  fleward  of 
King-lion  up  n  Hull. 

13.  RanuaJ  William,  earl  of 
Antrim,  to  be  pi  ivy  counfellor  of 
Ireland. 

18.  Earl  of  Leven  to  be  high 
commiffioner  to  the  general  affembly 
of  the  church  of  Scotland. 
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May  13.  Charles,  lord  Camden, 
to  be  earl  Camden,  and  vifeount 
Bayham. 

Earl  Beaulieu,  to  be  capital  and 
high  Steward  of  New  Windfor. 

30.  Prince  Edward  to  be  co¬ 
lonel  in  the  army,  by  brevet. 

June  3.  Pince  Edward,  prince 
Erne  (I  Auguftm,  prince  Align  Pus 
Frederick,  prince  Adolphus  Fre¬ 
derick,  the  landgrave  of  He-fTe 
Caff  1,  the  duke  of  Beaufort,  the 
marquis  of  Buckingham,  and  earl 
Cornwallis,  to  be  knights  of  the 
Garter. 

Major-gen.  the  hon.  Thomas 
Bruce,  to  be  refident  major  gen, 
on  the  flaff  of  Ireland. 

ro.  The  dignity  of  a  baronet  to 
the  following  gentlemen,  viz, 

fames  Macpherfon  of  Calcutta, efq. 

fames  Colquhoun,  of  Lufs,  efq. 

Sir  James  Douglas,  knight,  ad¬ 
miral  of  the  White. 

Thomas  Shirley,  of  Oat  Hall,  in 
Suffex,  efq,  governor  of  the  Lee¬ 
ward  Caribbee  ifiands. 

William  Green,  efq.  chief  engi¬ 
neer,  at  Gibraltar. 

Jofhua  Rowley,  efq.  rear  admiral 
of  the  Red, 

Corbet  Corbet  (late  Devenantj 
of  Stoke  upon  Tern  and  Adderiey 
in  the  county  of  Salop,  efq. 

Lyonel  Wright  Vane  Fletcher, 
of  Hinton  in  the  Fore  id,  in  Cum¬ 
berland;  efq. 

Richard  Hoare,  of  Barn  Elms  in 
Surry,  efq. 

James  Hunter  Blair,  lord  Provofl 
of  Edinburgh. 

William  Charles  Farrell  Skef* 
fmgton,  efq  of  Skeffington  Hall,  in 
Leiceflerlhire. 

4  .  v 

17.  Richard  lord  Milford,  to  be 
lord  lieut.  of  Pembrokefhire. 

July  1.  Rev.  John  Ekins,  D.  D» 
to  be  dean  of  Sarum. 

1.  Jofeph  Brames,  efq,  to  bo 
conful  at  Genoa. 
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George  Jennings,  efq.  to  be 
confui  at  Majorca,  Minorca,  and 
Ivica. 

15.  The  right  hon.  Charles 
Jenkmfon,  to  be  lord  Haw  kef • 
bury. 

Augv.fi  8.  John,  duke  of  Athol, 
tp  be  baron  Murray  of  Stanley, 
in  the  county  of  Gioucefter,  and 
earl  Strange. 

James,  earl  of  Abercofn,  to  be 
yifcount  Hamilton,  of  Leicefter- 
iliire. 

George  Montagu,  duke  of  Mon- 
trofe,  to  be  baron  Montague,  of 
Boughton,  in  Northamptonshire, 
remainder  to  his  grandfon  lord 
Henry  James  Montague,  fecond 
fon  or  the  duke  of  Buccleugh, 

William,  duke  of  Queenlberry,  to 
be  baron  Douglas  of  Amefbury,  in 
Wiltlhire. 

George,  earl  of  Tyrone,  in  Ire¬ 
land,  to  be  baron  Tyrone,  of 
Ha  verfordweft,  in  Pembrokefhire. 

Richard,  earl  of  Shannon,  in 
Ireland,  to  be  baron  Caiieton,  of 
Yorkfhire. 

John  HufTey,  lord  Delaval,  of 
Ireland,  to  be  lord  Deiaval  in 
IN  orthumberlan  d . 

Sir  Harbord  Harbord,  bart.  to 
be  lord  Suffield,.  in  Norfolk. 

Sir  Guy  Carleton,  knight  of  the 
bath,  to  be  lord  Dorcheller,  in  Ox- 
forddiire. 

10.  Thomas  Fauquier,  e'q.  to 
be  gentleman  u flier  daily  waiter  to 
her  majefty, 

1 1.  Benjamin  Hammet,  efq,  Al¬ 
derman  of  London,  knighted. 

30.  William  Appleby,  efq.  of 
Durham,  knighted. 

Sept.  2.  Hugh,  duke  of  Northum¬ 
berland,  to  be  lord  lieut,  of  that 
county. 

5.  Right  hon.  John  Fofter, 
fpeaker  of  the  houfe  of  commons  in 
Ji eland,  to  be  a  privy  counfejlor  in 
Great  Briiain, 

1  *  \ 
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Right  hon.  John  Beresford,  firft 
commiffioner  of  the  revenue  in  Ire¬ 
land,  to  be  a  privy  counfellor  in 
Great  Britain. 

Charles,  lord  Hawkeffiury,  to  be 
chancellor  of  the  duchy  of  Lan- 

cafter. 

His  majefty  having  thought  fit  to 
revoke  his  order  in  council,  bearing 
date  the  5th  da)  of  March,  1784, 
appointing  a  committee  of  privy 
council  for  the  ConfiderMon  of  alt 
matters  relating  to  trade  and  foreign 
plantations,  and  to  declare  the  laid 
committee  diflblved,  has  been  plea- 
fed  to  appoint  a  new  committee  of 
privy  council  for  the  bufmefsabove 
mentioned,  to  conlift  of  the  follow¬ 
ing  members,  viz. 

The  lord  archbifliop  of  Canter- 
bury. 

The  firft  lord  commifiioner  of  the 
treafuty. 

The  firft  lord  commiffioner  of  tha 
admiralty. 

His  majefty’s  principal  fecretarks 
of  ftate. 

The  chancellor  and  under  trea-* 
furer  of  the  exchequer,  and 

The  fpeaker  of  the  houfe  of 
commons. 

And  aifo  of  fuch  of  the  lords  of 
his  majefty’s  moft  honourable  privy 
council  as  fhall  hold  any  of  the 
following  offices,  viz. 

The  chancellor  of  the  duchy  of 
Lancafter. 

The  paymafter  or  paymafters 
general  of  his  majefty’s  forces. 

The  treafurer  of  his  majefty’s 
navy. 

The  mafter  of  his  majefty’s 
mint. 

And  his  majefty  was  at  the  fame 
pleafed  to  order,  That 

The  fpeaker  of  the  houfe  of  com¬ 
mons  of  Ireland,  and  luch  perfons 
as  fhall  hold  office,  in  his  majefty’s 
kingdom  of  Ireland,  and  fhall  be 
members  of  his  majefty’s  moft  ho¬ 
nourable 
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nourable  privy  council  in  this  king¬ 
dom,  ffiould  be  members  of  the 
Lid  committee. 

And  alfo  that  lord  Frederick 
Campbell, 

*  Robert  lord  bifhop  of  London, 
Lord  Grantley, 

f  Sir  Lloyd  Kenyon,  mailer  of  the 
rolls* 

The  right  honourable  Thomas 
Harley, 

The  honourable  hr  Jofeph  Yorke, 

K.  B. 

Sit  John  Goodricke,  bart. 
William  Eden,  efq. 

James  Grenville,  efq.  and 
Thomas  Orde,  efq. 
fhoiud  be  members  ot  the  Lid  com¬ 
mittee. 

*  And  that  the  right  honourable 
lord  Hawkefbury,  chancellor  of  the 
duchy  of  Lancafter,  and  in  his  ab- 
fence,  the  right  honourable  William 
Wyndhatn  Grenville,  be  prelident 
of  the  faid  committee. 

6.  Alderman  N  .thaniel  Warren, 
alderman  John  Rofe,  and  alderman 
William  James,  to  be  his  majeify’s 
commiffioners  of  the  police  for  the 
city  of  Dublin., 

9.  Laurence  Cox,  of  Weftminher, 
efq.  knighted. 

Ifaac  Pocock,  efq.  {he riff  of  Nor- 
thamptonfhire,  knighted. 

Earl  of  Clarendon  and  lord 
Carteret,  to  be  pofl-mafters  ge¬ 
neral. 

Phineas  Bond,  efq.  to  be  conful 
in  the  hates  of  New  York,  New 
Jerfey,  Pennfylvania,  Delaware, 
and  Maryland,  and  comiriflary  for 
commercial  affairs  in  the  United 
States  of  Am  rica. 

Thomas  Pechell,  efq.  to  be  a 
gentleman  u flier,  quarterly  waiter 
on  her  majefty. 

13.  William  Altbam,  of  Thet- 
ford,  efq  knighted. 

Jonathan  Phillips,  efq.  of  St. 
Stephen’s  nearLauntefton,  knighted. 
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16.  The  right  hon.  William  Pitt, 
James  marquis*  of  Graham,  the 
hon.  Edward  James  Elliot,  hr  John 
Aubrey,  ban.  and  Richard  earl  of 
Mornington,  to  be  commiffioners 
of  the  treafiuy. 

Grey  El  iot,  efq.  to  be  an  addition¬ 
al  clerk  of  the  privy  council,  for  the 
parti  ular  fervice  of  the  committee 
of  privy  council,  appointed  for  the 
conhderation  of  all  matters  relating 
to  trade  and  foreign  plantations. 

23.  Jofeph  Smith,  efq.  to  be 
comptroller  of  the  mint. 

OB.  4.  William  Fawkener,  efq. 
to  be  envoy  extraordinary,  and 
minifter  plenipotentiary  to  Portu¬ 
gal,  for  negotiating  commerical  ar¬ 
rangements,  in  conjundtion  with 
the  hon.  Robert  Walpole. 

6.  James  Sanderfon,  efq.  aider- 
man  of  London,  knighted. 

William  Wation,  of  London, 
M.  D.  knighted. 

17.  John  Palmer,  efq.  to  be  fur- 
veyor  and  comptroller  general  of 
the  poft~office. 

28.  Right  hon.  hr  John  Parnell, 
bart.  chancellor  of  the  exchequer, 
in  Ireland,  to  be  1  privy  counsellor 
in  Great  Britain. 

'Nov.  1.  Dr.  Robert  Halifax,  to 
be  pbyhcian  in  ordinary  to  the 
prince  of  W aj.es. 

Dr.  Gilbert  Blane,  to  be  phyli- 
cian  of  the  houfehold  to  his  royal 
highnefs. 

Dr.  David  Pitcairne  to  be  one  of 
his  phyiicians  extraordinary. 

1  3.  John  Wilfon,  efq.  one  of  the 
juffices  of  the  common  pleas, 
knighted. 

2 1 .  Sir  Alexander  Monro,  knight, 
and  Richard  Frewin,  efq.  to  he 
commiffioners  of  the  cuftoms. 

29.  Earl  of  Ailefbury  to  be 
knight  of  the  Thiftle. 

Bee,  7.  Mr.  Richard  Davis,  to 
be  topographer  in  ordinary  to  his 
majefty,  ' 

5.  Charles 
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Charles  Bonner,  efq.  to  be 
refident  furveyor,  and  deputy  to 
the  furveyor  and  comptroller  ge¬ 
neral  of  the  poll  office. 

ir  Clifton  WintringHam,  bart. 
to  be  phyfician  general  to  his 
maje fly’s  forces. 

16.  Sir  Richard  Jebb,  bart.  to 
be  phyfician  in  ordinary  to  his 
majefly. 

20.  Lieut,  gen.  William  Fawcett, 
and  Robert  vifcount  Galway,  to  be 
knights  of  the  Bath. 

22.  Richard  Arkwright,  efq.  of 
Wirkfworth,  in  Derbyfhire,  to  the 
honour  of  knighthood. 

Thomas  Boothby  Parky  ns,  efq. 
to  be  groom  of  the  bed  cham¬ 
ber  to  the  duke  of  Cumberland. 

23.  Peter  Franck lyn,  efq,  to  he 
collector  of  the 
Jamaica. 


port  of  Kmgfton  in 


SHERIFFS  appointed  for  the 
Tear  1786. 

Eedfordfliire — . Matthew  Rugely,  of 
Potton, 

Berkshire  —  William  Poyntz,  of 
Midgham. 

Bucks  1'homas  Wilkinfon,  of 
Wefthorpe. 

Cambridge  and  Huntingdon— John 
Drage,  of  Soham. 

Chefhire —  Hon,  Cornwal  Legh, 
of  High  Legh. 

Cornwall  - —  Michael  Nowell,  of 
Falmouth. 

Cumberland  —  William  Wilfon,  of 
Brackenbar* 

Derbyfhire— Robert  Dale,  of  Afh- 
borne. 

Devonfhire  —  Alexander  Hamilton, 
of  Topfham. 

Dorfetfhire — Henry  William  Port- 
man,  of  Bryanlione. 

Efjex.  —  John  Jolliffe  Tuffnail,  of 
Great  Waltham. 


Gloucefterfliire  —  Charles  Cox,  of 
Bath. 

Hants— Thomas  Clarke  Jervoife, 
of  Belmont*  -  ■ 

Herefordfhire — Sir  Edward  BouGh- 
ton,  of  Vowchurch,  bart. 

Hertfordfhire — Jeremiah  Mills,  of 
Pifhiobury. 

Kent — Thomas  Hallet  Hodges,  of 
\  Hem  fled 

Leiceflerfliire — William  Herrick,  of 
Beaumanoir.  ' 

Lincolnfhire — Daniel  Douglas,  of 
Fokinofham. 

Monmout  h  (hire  —  Robert  Saluf* 
bury,  of  Lanwenw 

Norfolk— Francis  Long,  of  Spix- 
worth.  , 

Northamptonfhire  —  Ifaac  Pocock* 
of  Biggin. 

Northumberland— James  Allgood, 
of  Nun  wick. 

Nottinghamfhire — Anthony  Hartf- 
horne,  of  Hay  ton. 

Oxfordffiire — JofephGrote,  of  Badg® 
more. 

Rutlandfliire— Thomas  Baines,  of 
Uppingham. 

Shropfhire — Sir  Rober  Leighton,  of 
Loton,  bart. 

Somerfetfhire— James  Stephen,  of 
Camerton. 

Staffordffiire  • — Thomas  Parker,  of 
Park-hall. 

Suffolk — James  Sewell,  of  Strut? 
ton. 

Surry— Theodore  Henry  Broad- 
head,  of  Carflialton. 

Suffex — -Francis  aergifon,  of  Cuck- 
field. 

Warwickfhire — John  Taylor,  of 
Barderiley. 

Wiltshire — Seymour  Wroughton,  of 
Eaflcotr. 

Worcefterfhire  —  George  Perrott, 
of  Perfhcre. 

Yorkfhire  —  Richard  Langley,  of 
Wikeham  Abbey, 
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SOUTH  WALES. 


NORTH  WALES. 


Brecon — Edward  Watkin,  of  Lan-  Ahglefea — -William  Pritchard,  of 
dilorvane.  Fretfcawen. 

Cardiganshire— Edward  PryfeLloyd,  Carnarvonffiire — John  Griffith,  of 
of  Llanarth.  _  Tryfan. 

Carmarthenffiire — John  Lewis,  of  Benbighfhire — Philip  Yorke,  of  Er- 
LI  wvny  fortune.  thig. 

Glamorganshire  —  Thomas  Drafle  Flintshire— John  Edwards,  of  KeL 
Tyrwhit,  St.  Donatt’s  Cailie.  ilerton. 

Pembrokefhire— William  Knox,  of  Merionethshire— Griffith  Price,  of 
Siebetch.  Briach  y  ceunant, 

Radnorshire- —  Bridgwater  Mere-  Montgomery ffiire — RichardRocke* 
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PUBLIC  PAPERS. 


An  Act  for  ejlablijlnng  Religious  Freedom,  faffed  in  the  Ajfembly  of  Virginia^ 

in  the  Beginning  of  the  Tear  1786. 


WELL  aw, ire,  that  Almighty 
God  hath  created  the  mind 
free  ;  that  all  attempts  to  influence 
it  by  temporal  punishments  or  bur¬ 
thens,  or  by  civil  incapacitations, 
tend  only  to  beget  habits  of  hypo- 
crify  and  manners,  and  are  a  de¬ 
parture  from  that  plan  of  the  Holy 
Author  of  our  religion,  who  being 
lord  of  body  and  mind,  yet  chofe 
not  to  propagate  it  by  coercions  on 
-either — -that  the  impious  p re fu mo¬ 
no  11  of  legislators  and  rulers,  civil 
as  well  as  ecclefiaftieal  (who,  being 
themfelves  but  fallible  and  unmfpir- 
ed  men,  have  affumed  dominion  o- 
ver  the  faith  of  others,  letting  up 
their  own  opinion  and  modes  of 
thinking  as  alone  true  and  infalli¬ 
ble,  and  as  luch  endeavouring  to 
impofe  them  on  others),  hath  efta- 
blilhed  and  mainta'ned  falfe  reli¬ 
gions  over  the  greatelt  part  of  the 
world,  and  through  all  time  ;  that, 
to  compel  a  man  to  furnifh  contri¬ 
butions  of  money  for  the  propaga¬ 
tion  of  opinions  which  he  difbe- 
lieves,  is  iinful  and  tyrannical ; 
that  even  the  forcing  a  man  to  fup- 
port  this  or  that  teacher  of  his  own 
religious  perfualion,  is  depriving 
him  of  the  comfortable  liberty  of 
giving  his  contributions  to  the  par¬ 
ticular  pallor,  whofe  morals  he 
would  make  his  pattern,  and  whofe 
powers  he  feels  fnoU  perfuafive  to 
righteoufnefs ;  and  is  withdrawing 
from  the  miniflry  thole  temporal 
rewards,  which,  proceeding  from  an 


approbation  of  their  perfonal  con¬ 
duct,  are  an  additional  incitement  to 
earned:  and  unremitted  labours  for 
the  inftrudtion  of  mankind  ;  that 
our  civil  rights  have  no  dependence 
on  our  religious  opinions,  more 
than  on  our  opinions  in  phyfic  or 
geometry ;  that,  therefore,  the  pro- 
feribing  any  citizen  as  unworthy 
the  public  confidence,  by  laying 
upon  him  an  incapacity  of  being 
called  to  offices  of  trufl  and  emo¬ 
lument,  unlefs  he  profefs  or  re¬ 
nounce  this  or  that  religious  opi¬ 
nion,  is  depriving  him  injurioully 
of  thofe  privileges  and  advantages 
to  which  in  common  with  his  fel¬ 
low-citizens  he  has  a  natural  right ; 
tends  alfo  to  corrupt  the  principles 
of  that  very  religion  it  is  meant  to 
encourage,  by  bribing  with  a  mo¬ 
nopoly  of  worldly  honours  and  e~ 
moluments  thofe  who  will  exter¬ 
nally  conform  to  it ;  that  though 
indeed  thofe  are  criminal  who  do 
not  with  Hand  fuch  temptations,  yet 
neither  are  thofe  innocent  who  lay 
them  in  their  way ;  that  to  buffer 
the  civil  magi  (Irate  to  intrude  his 
powers  into  the  field  of  opinion, 
and  to  re  drain  that  profeffion  or 
propagation  of  principles  on  fup- 
pofition  of  their  ill  tendency,  is  a 
dangerous  fallacy,  which  at  once 
d  ffroys  all  religious  liber  y,  be- 
caufe  he,  being  of  courfe  judge  of 
that  tendency,  will  make  ins  opi¬ 
nions  the  rule  of  judgment,  and  ap¬ 
prove  or  condemn  the  lentiments 
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of  others,  only  as  they  {hall  agree 
with,  or  differ  from  his  own. 

That  it  is  time  enough,  for 
the  righful  purpofes  of  civil  go¬ 
vernment,  for  ,  its  officers  to  inter- 
pofe  when  principles  break  out  in 
overt  afts  again  ft  peace  and  good 
order :  and  finally,  .that  truth  is 
great,  and  will  prevail  if  left  to 
herfelf ;  is  the  proper  and  fufficient 
antagonift  to  error;  and  can  have 
nothing  to  fear  from  the  conflict, 
unlefs  by  human  interpofition,  dif- 
armed  of  her  natural  weapons  (free 
argument  and  debate)  ;  error  ceaft 
ing  to  be  dangerous,  when  it  is  per¬ 
mitted  freely  to  contradict  them. 

Be  it  therefore  enacted,  by  the 
General  Aifemblv,  that  no  man 
ihall  be  comp  lied  to  fupport  any 
religious  worfliip,  place,  or  minif- 
fry  whatfoever  ;  nor  fliail  be  forced, 
reitrained,  raolefted  or  burthened 
in  his  body  or  goods,  nqr  lhall  0- 
therwife  fuffer  on  account  of  his 
religious  opinions  or  belief.  But 
that  all  men  be  free  to  profefs,  and 
by  argument  to  maintain,  their  o- 
pinion  in  matters  of  religion:  and 
th  at  the  fame  fhall  in  no  wife  dimL 
mill,  enlarge,  or  affect  their  civil 
capacities. 

And  though  we  .well  know 
that  this  aftembly,  elected  by  the 
people  for  the  ordinary  purpofss  of 
legifiation  only,  have  no  power  to 
reftrain  the  afts  of  fucceecling  af- 
femblies,  conftituted  with  powers 
equal  to*  our  own  ;  and  that,  there¬ 
fore,  to  declare  this  a6t  irrevocable 
would  be  of  no  effect  in  law  ;  yet 
we  are  free  to  declare,  and  do  de¬ 
clare,  that  the  rights  hereby  affert- 
ed  are  natural  rights  of  mankind  ; 
and  that  if  any  a£t  ftiall  be  hereaf¬ 
ter  palled  to  repeal  the  prefent,  or 
to  narrow  its  operation,  fuch  an  aft 
will  be  an  infringement  of  natural 
rights. 
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His  Majefy's  Speech  to  both  Houfes 
of  Parliament)  on  fuefday ,  Jan » 
24,  1786. 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 
SINCE  1  laft  met  you  in  parlia¬ 
ment,  the  difputes  which  appeared 
to  threaten  an  interruption  to  the 
tranquidity  of  Europe  have  been 
brought  to  an  amicable  conciufion  ; 
and  i  continue  to  receive  from  fo¬ 
reign  powers  the  ftrongeft  alfur- 
ances  of  their  friendly  difpofition 
towards  this  country 
.  At  home,  my  fubjefts  experience 
the  growing  Sleffings  of  peace  in 
the  extenfion  of  trade,  the  improve¬ 
ment,  of  the  revenue,  and  the  in¬ 
crease  of  the  public  credit  of  the 
nation 

For  the  farther  advancement  of 
thole  important  objects,  I  rely  on 
the  continuance  of  that  zeal  and 
induftry,  which  you  manifefted  in 
the  laft  ieffion  of  Parliament. 

Ti\e  refolutions  which  you  laid 
before  me,  as  the  balls  of  an  ad- 
juftment  of  the  commercial  inter- 
courfe  between  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland,  have'' been  by  my  direc¬ 
tions  communicated  to  the  parlia¬ 
ment  of  that  kingdom  ;  but  no  eft 
feftual  ftep  has  hitherto  been  taken 
thereupon,  which  can  enable  you 
to  make  any  farther  progrels  in 
that  falutary  work. 

G  entlemen  of  the  Houfe  of  Com¬ 
mons, 

I  have  ordered  the  eflimates  for 
the  prefent  year  to  be  laid  before 
you  ;  it  is  my  earned:  wilh  to  en¬ 
force  oeconomy  in  every  depart¬ 
ment  ;  and  you  will,  1  am  per- 
fuaded,  be  equally  ready  to  make 
fuch  provifion  as  may  be  neceftary 
for  the  public  fervice,  and  particu¬ 
larly  for  maintaining  our  naval 
ftrength  on  the  moll  lecure  and  re- 
fp^ftable  footing. — Above  all,  let 
me  reco|rmiend  to  you  the  eftablilh- 
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merit  of  a  fixed  plan  for  the  reduc¬ 
tion  of  the  national  debt.  The 
ftourifhing  date  ef  the  revenue  will, 
I  trull,  enable  you  to  effedt  this  im¬ 
portant  meafure  with  little  addition 
to  the  public  burdens. 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 
The  vigour  and  refources  of  the 
country,  fo  fully  manifefted  in  its 
prefent  fituation,  will  encourage 
you  in  continuing  to  give  your  ut- 
moft  attention  to  every  objeA  of 
national  concern ;  particularly  to 
the  confederation  of  fuch  meafures 
as  may  be  neceifary  in  order  to  give 
farther  fecurity  to  the  revenue,  and 
to  promote  and  extend  as  far  as  p edi¬ 
ble  the.  trade  and  general  indudry 
of  my  fubjedts. 


cfhe  Speech  of  the  Right  ‘Honourable 
Charles  Wolf  ran  Cornwall ,  Speak¬ 
er  of  the  tioufe  of  Commons ,  on 
Friday ,  3 Jay  2 6,  17869  upon  pre - 
fenting  to  his  MtajeJly  the  Bill  for 
weft  in g  certain  Sums  in  CommiJJi 'on¬ 
ers,  at  the  end  of  every  Quarter  of 
a  Year ,  to  be  by  the?n  applied  to 
the  Reduction  of  the  Natiocial  I)  city 
which  then  received  the  Royal  Yf- 
jent . 

Mod  gracious  Sovereign, 
YOUR  faithful  commons  have 
palfed  a  bill,  intituled,  “An  adt  for 
veiling  certain  fuins  in  commit'- 
fioners,  at  the  end  of  every  quar¬ 
ter  of  a  year,  to  be  by  them  ap¬ 
plied  to  the  redudlion  of  the  na¬ 
tional  debt;”  by  which  they  have 
manifeded  their  attention  to  your 
maj city’s  recommendation,  at  the 
opening  of  this  fedion,  for  eila- 
blifhing  a  fixed  plan  for  the  reduc¬ 
tion  of  the  national  debt. 

By  the  unanimity  which  attend¬ 
ed  the  lad  and  moil  important  dage 
of  this  bill,  they  have  given  the 
mod  decifive  proof,  that  they  have 
1786. 
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but  one  heart  and  one  voice,  in  the 
maintenance  of  the  public  credit, 
find  profperity  of  their  country. 

The  public  credit  of  the  nation, 
which  is  therefultofjudand  honour- 
able  dealing,  is  now  guarded  by  an. 
additional  fecurity— and  the  future 
prolperity  of  this  country  will  ef¬ 
fectually  be  provided  for,  when  it 
is  conddered,  that  for  the  purpofe 
of  pleading  the  caufe  of  the  conti¬ 
nuance  of  this  meafure  mod  pow¬ 
erfully  with  poderity,  your  faith¬ 
ful  commons  have,  to  the  judice 
and  good  policy  of  it,  added  the 
authority  of  their  own  example  1 
Qui  fac'd,  iile jubet* 

They  have  not  been  difeou raged 
by  the  burthens  impofed  during  the 
lad  ten  years  from  fubmitting  in 
the  prefent  time,  and  in  the  hour 
of  p  eace,  to  new,  and  the  poffibili- 
ty  of  other  burthens  ;  their  object 
being  to  attain  a  fituation  for  their 
country  more  favourable  to  her  de¬ 
fence  and  glory  in  the  event  of  fu¬ 
ture  emergencies, 

A  plan  fo  honourable  in  its  prin¬ 
ciple,  and  fo  conducive  to  the  fu¬ 
ture  happinefs  and  fafety  of  the 
kingdom,  mud  be,  in  the  high  ell 
degree,  acceptable  to  the  father  of 
his  people. 

Under  that  confidence,  in  the 
name  of  all  the  commons  of  Great 
Britain,  I  render  this  bill  £0  your 
majedy  ;  to  which,  with  all  humi¬ 
lity,  your  faithful  commons  defire 
your  majedy’s  royal  a  dent. 


His  J\da]efy>  $  Speech  to  both  Ho  life  $ 
of  P drli amenta  on  Wednefday ,  July 
II,  1786. 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

I  Cannot  dole  this  feffion  of  par¬ 
liament  without  exprefftng  the  par¬ 
ticular  fatisfadfion  with  which  I 
have  obferved  yopt  diligent  attend 
(E)  tion 
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tion  to  the  public  bulinefs,  and  tbc 
meafures  you  have  adopted  tor  im¬ 
proving  the  refources  of  the  coun¬ 
try. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Houfe  of  Com¬ 
mons, 

I  thank  you  for  the  fupplies 
which  you  have  granted  for  the 
fervice  of  the  current  year,  and  for 
the  provifion  you  have  made  for 
difcharging  the  incumbrances  on 
the  revenue  applicable  to  the  ufes 
of  my  civil  government.  The  mod 
Glut  ary  efiedts  are  to  be  expended 
from  the  plan  adopted  for  the  re¬ 
duction  of  the  national  debt ;  an 
objeCt  which  I  conlider  as  infepa- 
rably  connedted  with  the  elfential 
interefts  of  the  public. 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

The  affurances  which  I  conti¬ 
nue  to  receive  from  abroad  promife 
the  continuance  of  general  tran¬ 
quillity. 

The  happy  effedts  of  peace  have 
already  appeared  in  the  extension 
of  the  national  commerce  ;  and  no 
nieafures  {hall  be  wanting,  on  my 
part,  which  can  tend  to  confirm 
thefe  advantages,  and  to  give  addi¬ 
tional  encouragement  to  the  manu¬ 
factures  and  indudry  of  my  people. 


The  Speech  of  his  Grace  Charles ,  Duke 
of  Rutland ,  Lord  Lieutenant 
Ireland ,  to  both  Uoufes  of  Par - 
ii ament ,  on  C1  hurfday ,  'January  i  C), 

2786. 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

IT  is  with  great  fatisfadtion,  that 
in  obedience  to  his  majefty’s  com¬ 
mands,  I  meet  you  again  in  par¬ 
liament.  You  will,  Lam  per fuad- 
ed,  give  your  utmoft  attention  to 
the  various  objects  of  public  con¬ 
cern,  which  require  your  confider- 
ation  Your  natural  folicitude  for 
(he  welfare  of  Ireland,  and  a  full 


fenfe  of  her  real  interefts,  will  di¬ 
rect  all  your  deliberations,  and 
point  out  to  you  the  line  of  con¬ 
duct  which  may  be  mod  conducive 
to  the  public  advantage  ;  and  to 
that  lading  connection  between  the 
filter  kingdoms,  fo  elfential  to  the 
profperity  of  both. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Houfe  of  Com¬ 
mon?, 

I  have  ordered  the  public  ac¬ 
counts,  and  other  neceifary  papers, 
to  be  laid  before  you.  The  prin¬ 
ciple  which  you  fo  wifely  eftablilh- 
ed  of  p; eventing  the  accumulation 
of  the  national  debt,  will,  I  hope, 
appear  already  to  have  proved  fuc- 
cefsful ;  and  I  entertain  no  doubt, 
that  your  wifdom  will  perfevere  in 
mealhres,  which,  in  their  operation, 
promife  fuch  beneficial  effedts.  His 
majefty  relies  with  confidence  upon 
your  giant  of  fitch  fupplies  as  are 
neceifary  for  the  public  fervice,  and 
for  the  honourable  fupport  of  his 
government. 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

»■  ' 

A  fyltematic  improvement  of  the 
police,  and  a  vigorous  execution 
of  the  laws,  are  elfential  not  only 
to  the  due  collection  of  the  public 
revenue,  but  to  the  fecurity  of  pri¬ 
vate  property,  and  indeed  to  the 
protection  of  fociety.  The  frequent 
outrages  which  have  been  commit¬ 
ted  in  fome  parts  of  the  kingdom, 
will  particularly  call  your  attention 
tq  this  important  cbjedt. 

It  is  unnecelfary  for  me  to  re¬ 
commend  the  protedant  charter- 
fchools  to  your  protection,  or  to 
enumerate  the  happy  effedts  which 
may  be  derived  from  your  conti¬ 
nued  attention  to  the  linen  and  0- 
ther  manufactures,  to  the  agricul¬ 
ture,  and  to  the  filheries  of  the 
kingdom,  and  to  fuch  meafures  as 
may  animate  the  induftry,  extend 
the  education,  and  improve  the  mo¬ 
rals  of  the  people. 
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It  will  ever  be  my  ambition  to 
pfomote  the  real  intereils  of  Ire¬ 
land,  and  to  contribute  by  all  the 
means  in  my  power  towards  efta- 
bli filing'  its  future  profpenty  on  the 
lure  ft  and  moll  lading  foundation. 


The  Speech  of  the  Right  Honourable 
the  Speaker  of  the  Houfe  of  Com¬ 
mons  in  Ireland,  to  his  Grace 
Charles ,  Duke  of  Rutland,  Lord 
"  Lieutenant ,  on  9  uejilay  the ■  2  I ft  of 
March ,  upon  the  prefenting  the 
Money  Bills  at  the  Bar  of  the  Houfe 
of  Lords,  - 

May  it  pleafe  your  Grace, 
THE  expences  of  this  kingdom 
had  for  a  feries  of  years,  as  well  in 
time  of  peace  as  war,  conftantly 
exceeded  its  revenue,  and  debt  in- 
creafed  on  debt. 

Where  fuch  a  fyftem  is  buffered 
to  prevail,  manufactures  mu  ft  at 
length  give  way,  trade  will  decline, 
and  agriculture  cea'e  to  produce 
wealth  or  plenty.  The  Commons, 
therefore,  in  the  laft  feffion,  wifely 
determined  to  put  a  flop  to  fo  ruin¬ 
ous  a  fyftem,  and  with  a  fpirited 
attention  to  the  true  intereft  of  their 
country,  and  the  honourable  fup- 
port  of  his  majefty 5s  government, 
they  voted  jaew  taxes  to  increafe  the 
revenue  of  the  year,  in  the  fum  of 
1 40,000!. 

1  he  effort  was  great,  and  the 
event  has  proved  its  wildom.  No 
further  addition  is  now  wanting — 
no  loan  or  act  of  credit  is  neceffiry 
- — a  lunation  unknown  to  this  king¬ 
dom  for  many  Hellions  pall,  and 
marking  with  peculiar  force  the 
happy  sera  of  your  Grace’s  admi- 
niftration. 

Animated  by  this  fuccefs,  and 
determined  to  perfevere  in  the  prin¬ 
ciple  of  preventing  the  accumula¬ 
tion  of  debt,  his  majefty’s  faithful 


commons  have,  in  this  feffion,  con¬ 
tinued  the  fame  taxes,  and  granted 
all  the  fupplies  that  were  delired, 
to  the  full  amount  of  every  efti- 
mated  expence ;  nor  have  they  o- 
fnitted  at  the  fame  time  to  provide 
for  the  fpeedy  reduction  of  the  na¬ 
tional  debt  by  a  confiderable  link¬ 
ing  fund,  and  to  continue  to, the  a- 
griculture,  the  fifoeries,  and  the 
riling  manufactures  of  the  king¬ 
dom,  the  bounties  necelfary  for 
their  fupport. 

Great  as  thefe  taxes  are,  they  are 
liberally  and  cheerfully  given,  in 
the  molt  firm  and  full  confidence, 
that  from  your  Grace’s  experienced 
wifdom  and  affeCtion  for  this  kino-- 

O 

dom,  they  will  be  found  e  fie  dually 
to  anfwer  the  end  propofed,  of  fup- 
plying  the  whole  of  the  public  ex¬ 
pence,  and  preventing  any  further 
accumulation  of  debt. 

The  Bills  which  I  have  the  ho¬ 
nour  to  p refen t  to  your  Grace,  for 
the  royal  affent,  are,  &c.  &c.  & c. 


The  Speech  of  his  Grace  Charles,  Duke 
of  Rutland,  Lord  Lieut enant  of 
Ireland,  to  both  Hovfcs  of  Par¬ 
liament,  on  Monday ’May  3,  1 786* 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

I  Have  been,  with  great  fatisfac- 
tion,  the  conftant  attention  and  un¬ 
common  difpatch  with  which  you 
have  gone  through  the  public  bufi- 
nefs.  I  am  thereby  enabled  now 
to  relieve  you  from  further  attend¬ 
ance  in  Parliament.  The  harmony 
of  your  deliberations  has  given  no 
lefs  efficacy  than  dignity  to  your 
proceedings  ;  and  I  am  confident 
that  you  will  carry  with  you  the 
fame  difpofition  for  promoting  the 
public  welfare  to  your  refidence  in 
the  country,  where  your  prefence 
will  encourage  the  induftry  of  the 
people,  and  where  your  example 
(E  2}  and’ 


PUBLIC 


(68) 

and  your  influence  will  be  happily 
exerted  in  eftablifhing  general  good 
order  and  obedience  to  the  laws. 
Gentlemen  of  the  Houfe  of  Com¬ 
mons, 

T  am  to  thank  you  in  his  majef- 
ty’s  name  for  the  liberal  fupplies 
which  you  have  given  for  the  pub¬ 
lic  fervice,  and  for  the  honourable 
lupport  of  his  majefty’s  govern¬ 
ment.  They  (hall  be  faithfully  ap¬ 
plied  to  the  purpofes  for  which  they 
were  granted.  My  reliance  upon 
your  decided  fupport  to  the  execu¬ 
tion  of  the  laws  for  the  juft  collec¬ 
tion  of  the  public  revenue,  affords 
me  the  beft  founded  hope,  that  the 
produce  of  the  duties  will  not  fall 
fliort  of  their  eftimated  amount. 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

The  determined  fpirit  with  which 
you  have  marked  your  abhorrence 
of  all  lawlefs  diforder  and  tumult, 
hath,  I  doubt  not,  already  made 
an  ufeful  impreflion  ;  and  the  lalu- 
tary  laws  enadhd  in  this  feffion, 
and  particularly  the  introdudion  of 
a  fyitem  of  police,  are  honourable 
proofs  of  your  wifdom,  your  mo¬ 
deration,  and  your  prudence. 

His  majefty  beholds,  with  the 
higheft  iatisfadtion,  the  zeal  and 
loyalty  of  his  people  of  Ireland  ; 
and  I  have  his  majefty’s  exprefs 
commands  to  allure  you  of  the 
moil  cordial  returns  of  his  royal 
favour  and  paternal  affebtion. 

I  have  the  deepeft  fenfe  of  every 
obligation  to  confirm  my  attach¬ 
ment  to  this  kingdom  ;  and  it  will 
be  the  conftant  objedf  of  my  admi- 
niftration,  and  the  warmeft  impulle 
of  my  heart,  to  forward  the  fuccefs 
of  her  interefts,  and  to  promote  the 
profperity  of  the  empire. 


The  Speech  of  the  Ambajfador  Extra¬ 
ordinary  from  their  High  Might i- 
tifjfeSj  the  States  General  of  the 
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United  Provinces-)  to  the  Emperor 
of  Germany ,  on  being  admitted  to 
their  Audience  cf  leave ,  on  IVednej - 
day ,  February  15,  1786. 

Sire, 

THE  million  which  we  had  the 
honour  of  performing  at  your  im¬ 
perial  court,  being  now  complete¬ 
ly  fulfilled  by  the  fo  much  w  fhed- 
for  reftoration  of  peace  and  union 
between  your  imperial  majefty  and 
the  republic,  their  high  mighti- 
neffes  have  thought  proper  to  re¬ 
call  us. 

This  bleffed  event  has  given  new 
vigour  to  thofe  fentiments  of  vene¬ 
ration  which  their  high  mighti- 
neftes  entertain  for  your  imperial 
majefty,  and  which  we  had  it  in 
command  to  exprefs. 

Thofe  fentiments,  from  which 
they  never  varied,  will  now  become 
indilToluble  by  the  new  ties  which 
the  republic  is  happy  to  have  en¬ 
tered  into  with  your  imperial  ma¬ 
jefty  ;  we  think  ourfelves  equally 
happy  that  it  is  in  our  power  to 
prefent  you  the  firft  homage  of  thofe 
fentiments,  which  are  further  con¬ 
firmed  in  the  letter  we  have  the  ho¬ 
nour  to  deliver  from  their  high 
mightineffes. 

All  that  remains  for  us  to  do,  is 
to  offer  to  your  majefty  the  hum¬ 
bled  acknowledgments  for  the  kind 
reception  we  have  been,  honoured 
with,  as  alfo  the  affurances  of  thofe 
refpedtful  wifhes,  and  of  that  lively 
lenfibility  which  muft  imprefs  every 
one  who  has  the  happinefs  of  ap¬ 
proaching  your  majefty. 

May  the  glorious  reign  of  your 
imperial  majefty,  deftined  to  com¬ 
plete  the  felicity  of  your  fubjedls, 
daily  adminifter  to  fame,  the  beft 
means  to  extend,  and  perpetuate 
your  great  and  awful  name  !  May 
the  sera  of  Jofeph  II,  like  that  of 
Titus,  Trajanus,  and  M.  Aurelius, 
your  p.redecefiors  in  the  Roman  em- 

pire# 
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pi  re,  be  for  ever  recorded  as  that 
of  humanity,  peace,  and  the  hap- 
pinefs  of  mankind. 

Answer. 

Gentlemen, 

You  may  allure  their  high 
mightineiTes  that  I  am  equally 
pieafed  the  difputes  that  had  arifen 
are  finally  fettled,  as  this  canftot 
but  redound  to  the  mutual  advan¬ 
tage  of  both  nations ;  the  more  lo, 
that  all  ohftaeles  being'  levelled,  the 
old  friendftiip  which  always  fublift- 
ed  between  them  cannot  again  be 
interrupted.  As  to  you,  gentle¬ 
men,  I  am  glad  to  have  been 
acquainted  with  you,  and  fuch  a 
million  mull;  have  been  very  pleaf- 
ing  to  you,  lince  it  has  been  the 
ground  -  work,  as  well  as  the 

v>  'g 

means  of  effecting  the  reftoration, 
of  tranquillity. 


The  Petition  of  the  Lord  Mayor  and 
Aldermen  of  London,  concerning  the 
Punjh merit  of  Felons ,  prefvnted  to 
his  Majefty,  on  IFednefday ,  March 
22,  1/86. 

fo  the  KING'S  Moft  Excellent  Ma- 

jejlyy 

The  humble  Petition  of  the  Court 
of  Lord  Mayor  and  Aldermen  of 
the  City  of  London, 

Sheweth, 

THAT  your  Petitioners,  the 
Magi  ft  rates  tor  the  city  of  London, 
have  had  an  opportunity  of  obferv- 
ing,  with  the  moft  heart-felt  con¬ 
cern,  the  rapid  and  alarming  in- 
creafe  of  crimes  and  depredations  in 
this  city  and  its  neighbourhood,  e- 
fpecially  within  the  laft  three  years. 

The  fad  of  fuch  increafe  is  too 
publicly  known,  and  too  feverely 
felt  by  your  majefty’s  fubjeds, 
to  be  doubted ;  and  if  any  dire 61 
proof  of  it  were  wanting,  it  will 
moft  evidently  appear  from  the 


number  of  days  employed  in  the 
trial  of  felons  a&  the  Old  Bailey, 
which,  upon  an  average  of  the  laft 
three  years,  have  been  upwards  of 
Fifty-five  in  the  year ;  whereas 
the  higheft  average  of  any  Three 
years  prior  to  the  year  1776,  was 
lefs  than  Forty -fix,  and  the  general 
average  of  twenty  years  prior  to 
that  period,  lefs  than  Thirty-four 
days  in  the  year. 

That  the  increafe  of  the  crime 
of  burglary  is  become  moft  alarm¬ 
ing  to  your  majefty’s  fubjeds,  which 
increafe  your  petitioners  are  inclin¬ 
ed  to  aferibe  to  the  great  number 
of  experienced  and  well  pradifed 
thieves  now  in  the  kingdom,  who 
commit  this  atrocious  crime  with 
fuch  art,  that  fcarce  any  precautions 
are  fufficient  to  guard  againft  it. 
And  the  fame  experience  that  en¬ 
ables  thefe  offenders  to  perpetrate 
this  offence  with  eafe,  has  probably 
convinced  them  that  it  is  attended 
with  lefs  perfonal  danger  and  ha¬ 
zard  of  detedion  than  moft  other 
offences. 

That  in  the  years  from  January 
1766  to  December  1775,  both  in- 
clufive,  (which  time  immediately 
preceded  the  flop  that  was  put  to 
tranfportation)  above  Three  thou- 
fand  one  hundred  perfons  were 
tranfported  from  London  and  Mid- 
dlefex  alone  ;  and  having  reafon  to 
believe  that  all  the  reft  of  the  king¬ 
dom  have  furnifhed  an  equal  num¬ 
ber,  the  whole  amount  of  the  trans¬ 
ports  in  thefe  ten  years  has  been 
above  Six  thoufand,  That  the  num¬ 
ber  of  prifoners  tried  and  convided 
of  felony  in  the  ten  fucceeding 
years,  from  the  beginning  of  1776 
to  1786,  having  greatly  in creafed, 
there  is  every  reafon  to  believe^ 
that,  if  the  executive  ju Price  had 
remained  the  fame,  the  tranlports 
in  thole  years  would  have  much 
exceeded  the  number  of  the  ten 
(E  3)  preceding; 
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preceding  ;  blit  the  regular  courfe 
of  tranfportation  having'  been  in¬ 
terrupted  du-iing  that  period,  and 
few  opportunities  found  by  govern¬ 
ment  of  fending  convicts  abroad, 
and  thole  only  in  fmall  numbers, 
your  petitioners  humbly  fubmit  to 
your  majefly,  that  it  neceffarily. 
follows,  that  after  making  an  al¬ 
lowance  lor  the  fmall  number  fent 
abroad,  and  for  the  convicts  who 
may  have  died  during  that  period, 
there  mull  now  remain  within  the 
kingdom,  either  at  large,  or  in  the 
different  prifons,  at  leait  Four  thou¬ 
sand  perions,  who,  in  the  judg¬ 
ment  of  the  law,  were  proper  to 
have  been  ft  ru  out  of  it. 

That  your  petitioners  humbly 
conceive  that  this  dreadful  accumu¬ 
lation  is  alone  iufficient  to  account 
for  all  the  evils  that  are  fo  heavily 
felt  and  lo  jubly  complained  of, 
both  as  to  the  over-crowded  Hate  of 
the  gaols  and  the  increafe  of  crimes 
and  of  offenders. 

i  o  what  ext  ent  the  mifchiefs  that 
are  fo  feverely  felt  already,  and  the 
fatal  conlec] uences  lo  juilly  appre¬ 
hended,  may  be  carried  by'  a  long¬ 
er  continuance  of  to  rapid  and 
•alarming  an  accumulation  of  con- 
vids  within  the  kingdom,  no  human 
wifdom  can  forefee. 

When  faffs  1b  important  as  jthefe, 
and  which  fo  materially  affefl  the 
peace  and  fecupty  of  your  rnaje  fly’s 
fubjtdls  in  general,  and  efpecjally 
ol  this  great  city,  have  come  within 
the  knowledge  of  your  petitioners, 
they  would  ill  difeharge  their  duty 
to  your  maj,elly,  or  the  public,  if 
they  neglebed  ir.oft  h umbly  to  lay 
them  at  the  foot  of  the  throne, 
earned jy  befeeching  your  majefly 
to  direct  fi;ch  men  lures  to  be  taken, 
as  to  your  royal  wifdom  fhail  feem 
|3ell,  for  providing  a  fpeedy  and  due 
execution  of  the  iaw,  both  as  to 
capital  pLinifliment  and  tranfpor¬ 


tation,  without  which  all  other 
regulations  muff  prove  nugatory 
and  abortive,  and  the  mifchiefs 
complained  of  muff  daily  and  rapid¬ 
ly  increafe. 


Reflations  refpecling  a  County  Police , 
t>v  the  General  Quarter  S'JJions 
of  the  Weft  Riding  in  Torkjhire 4 
held  at  P  ontefradl,  on  the  24 th  of 
April ,  1786,  before  the  Pari  of 
Effingham,  Chair  man,  and  thirteen 
other  J?ifices  of  the  Peace . 

WHEREAS  idle,  diforderly,  and 
dangerous  perfons,  of  all  deferip- 
tions,  are  conffantly  wandering 
about,  and  the  commiffion  of  grimes 
and  offences  hath  increafed  to  an 
alarming  degree : 

It  is  Reiblved, 

iff.  That  it  be  earneffly  recom¬ 
mended  to  the  principal  inhabitants 
of  all  places,  to  agree  in  uniting* 
together,  under  certain  rules  and 
regulations,  for  the  better  pur? 
pole  of  detecting  felons,  cheats, 
vagrants,  night-walkers,  night- 
poachers,  and  pawn-brokers,  who 
are  often  guilty  of  male-pra£ticei? 
and  particularly  in  receiving  ftolen 
goods,  knowing  them  to  be  fuch— - 
fellers  by  falfe  weights  and  mea- 
fures,  perfons  adulterating  or  im« 
pioperly  mixing  meal,  flour,  &c» 
and,  in  fliort,  all  thofe  who  are  in 
any  way  guilty  of  a  breach  of  the 
law. 

2d.  That  fume  regulations  ought 

O  O 

to  be  made  in  the  appointment  of 
proper  eonffables,  and  that  they 
be  required  to  exert  themfelves  in 
bringing  to  juftice  offenders  as 
aforefaid,  as  they  will  anfwer  the 
contrary  at  their  peril.  And  that 
they  be  alfo  required  to  be  par¬ 
ticularly  vigilant  in  the  time  of 
horfe-races,  fairs,  feaffs,  markets, 
or  other  public  meetings  ;  evil  dif- 
pofed  perfons  of  different  kinds 
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'being  known  to  refort  thither,  for 
the  more  convenient  purpofe  of 
carrying  on  their  unlawful  de¬ 
li  gns. 

-d.  That  it  would  be  of  great 
public  benefit,  if  all  juftices  oi  the 
peace  would  pleafe  to  hohi  a  fpeci.  1 
feifions  in  their  feveral  diftridis, 
once  a  fortnight  (as  it  is  already 
done  in  feveral  parts  of  this  Rid¬ 
ing)  or  even  oftener  (at  leal!  for 
fome  time)  if  they  find  occafion 
lor  fo  doing. 

4. tii.  1  hat  privy  fearches  fhould 
be  made  in  every  diftricf,  as  near 
the  fame  hour  as  may  be,  a  day  or 
two  previous  to  fuch  feifions,  where 
offende’s  { vagrants  chiefly  fo)  may 
be  brought  to  fpeedy  j uftice ;  by 
being  imme  lately  corrected,  or 
otherwife  dealt  with  according  to 
law. 

5th,  That  were  this  mode  of  pro¬ 
ceeding  to  be  carried  into  full  ef¬ 
fect,  offenders  would  find  it  diffi¬ 
cult  to  -efcape  from  j  uftice,  the 
public  peace  would  be  greatly  re- 
irored,  the  office  of  a  magi  it  rate 
would  become  lefs  irkfome,  large 
fums  of  money  would  be  laced 
which  are  now  laviflied  away  in 
apprehending*  -keeping  in  priion, 
conveying  vagrants,  and  others  ; 
parities  would  be  ealed  of  the  trou¬ 
ble  and  expence  in  relieving  per- 
fons  who  travel  with  palfes,  and 
whofe  whole  lives  are  often  fpent  in 
perpetual  vagrancy  ;  and  a  final 
Hop  might,  in  a  great  degree,  be 
put  to  thofe  numerous  beggars 
who  actually  extort  money  by  im- 
pofing,  under  various  pretences, 
upon  the  ignorance  or  credulity  or 
others. 

6th.  That  the  great  number  of 
public  houfes,  and  especially  thofe 
which  are  kept  by  improper  per- 
fons,  or  in  improper  fituations,  are 
productive  of  various  mifehiefs,  and 
therefore,  until  fuch  time  as  a  re¬ 


duction  of  them  can  be  effected, 
(which  is  much  to  be  defired)  it 
is  a  matter  of  great  moment  that 
the  occupiers  of  fuch  houfes  offend¬ 
ing  a  gain  ft  the  law,  fhould  have 
their  licences  withheld,  their  recog¬ 
nizances  efti eaten,  or  be  otherwife 
puniflied,  according  to  the  nature 
of  the  offence. 

7th.  To  prevent  the  increafe  of 
thefe  houfes,  the  clergy,  parifti- 
officers,  and  others,  a“e  requefted 
not  to  grant  any  certificates,  to 
enable  perfons  to  obtain  licences, 
un  lefs  they  have  full  fitt  is  faction  of 
the  truth  to  which  they  fubferibe, 
and  that  fuch  houfe  is  really  want¬ 
ed  for  the  public  Convenience  : 
and  further,  that  fuch  certificates 
fhould  be  communicated  to  the 
juftices  of  the  divifion  four  weeks 
previous  to  their  holding  their 
Biewfter  feifions. 

8th.  That  houfes  of  evil  fame, 
common  brothels,  houfes  for  har¬ 
bouring  of  vagrants,  and  fuch  like, 
are  in  many  places  become  a  no¬ 
torious  grievance  ;  and  that  it  is  the 
interefi,  as  well  as  the  duty  of 
every  man,  to  exert  himfelf  in 
fu  pp  re  fling  them. 

9th.  That  as  many  perfons  are 
difeouraged  from  apprehending  and 
proftcuting  offenders,  by  an  idea 
of  the  great  expence  thereof,  it  is 
proper  to  declare,  that  all  judges 
and  juftices  of  the  peace  are  impovv- 
ered  by  law  to  grant  an  adequate 
allowance  to  profecutors  and  wit- 
nefi’es  ;  juftices  of  the  peace  aifo5 
out  of  feifions,  are  ready  to  make 
every  liberal  gratification  to  thofe 
who  purfue,  apprehend,  or  convey 
offenders  to  prifons  ;  and  in  many 
places  there  are  fubferiptions  or 
monies  colledled  by  way  of  affelf- 
ment,  for  the  above  purpofes. 

10th.  That  in  thofe  places  where! 
Sunday-fchools  have  been  opened* 
their  good  effects  are  plainly  p£*> 
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eeived  in  the  orderly  and  decent 
eomponmment  of  the  youth  who 
are  inftrudbed  therein  :  it  is  there¬ 
fore  moft  earneftly  to  he  wifhed, 
that  thole  virtuous  citizens  who 
have  begun  this  good  work,  would 
continue  their  heft  endeavours  to 
forward  it  with  that  zeal  and  per- 
feverance  which  its  great  import¬ 
ance  requires.  And  if  thefe  inldi- 
tutions  fhould  become  eldablHhed 
throughout  the  kingdom,  there  is 
good  reafon  to  hope,  that  they  will 
produce  an  happy  change  in  the 
general  morals  of  the  people,  and 
thereby  render  the  execution  of 
criminal  juldice  lefs  frequently  ne- 
ceffary. 

It  is  Ordered,  that  the  thanks 
of  this  court  be  given  to  the  rev. 
Henry  Zouch  for  his  communica¬ 
tion  of  the  above  propolitions  ;  and 
be  is  requelled  to  publifh  the 
obfervations  on  which  they  were 
founded. 


The  Petition  of  the  Inhabitants  of  the 
County  of  Middtefex,  and  the  Cities 
of  London  and  IVeJhninftcr ,  pre- 
fented  to  the  Houfe  of  Lord 1,  in 
June,  1786,  againjl  a  Pill  for 
regulating  Lotteries ,  which  had 
faffed  the  ILouJc  of  Commons ,  but 
which,  in  the  Sequel,  was  r eg e tied 
by  the  Lords. 

To  the  Right  Honourable  the  Lords 
Spiritual  and  Temporal  in  Parlia¬ 
ment  ajfembled. 

THE  humble  petition  fheweth, 
that  your  lordfhips  petitioners  are 
greatly  alarmed  at  the  increafe  of 
fiatutes  which  abolifh  the  inquelds 
by  grand  jury,  and  trial  by  peers, 
and  which  inveft  juftices  of  the 
peace  with  the  powers  of  thefe 
great  protedors  of  the  liberties  and 
properties  of  Fnglifhmen. 

“  That  your  lordfnip’s  petitioners 


have  read  with  afconifhment  a  bill, 
brought  into  the  houfe  of  com¬ 
mons  by  William  Main  waring,  efq. 
entitled,  u  A  bill  for  amending  and 
more  etTedtually  carrying  into  exe¬ 
cution  an  add,  made  in  the  2  2d 
year  of  the  reign  of  his  prefent 
majedy,  entitled,  “  An  add  for 
licenhng  lottery  -  office  keepers, 
and  regulating  the  fade  of  lottery 
tickets.’5 

That  the  faid  bill,  if  carried  into 
a  law,  will  operate  as  a  fevere  grie¬ 
vance  upon  every  description  of  his 
majefty’s  fubjedds. 

That  faid  bill  invefls  juftices  of 
the  peace  with  greater  powers, 
than  were  ever  inveiled  in  any  of 
his  majeldy’s  courts  of  record,  or 
exercifed  or  affumed  by  the  court  of 
liar  chamber. 

That  faid  bill  invelds  juftices  to 
grant  general  warrants  again  id  per- 
l'ons  named  or  deferibed,  to  fearch 
their  perfons,  their  houfes,  or  any 
other  place,  whether  by  day  or 
night,  (  n  oath  being  made  before 
them,  that  fuch  perfons  are  fuf- 
pebded  to  have  in  their  h'Jiifes,  or 
any  other  place,  or  concealed  about 
their  perfons,  any  lottery  regitder  or 
books,  whether  fuch  perfons  be 
male  or  female. 

That  faid  bill  takes  away  every 
protection  of  habitation,  and  leaves 
your  petitioners,  their  wives,  and 
daughters,  liable  to  the  mold  indecent 
violation  of  perfon,  and  their  pro¬ 
perty  to  the  mercy  of  every  aban¬ 
doned  wretch  who  difregards  the 
crime  of  perjury. 

That  faid  bill  takes  away  the 
writ  of  certiorari  ;  and  though  it 
gives  the  lubjedds  a  right  to  appeal, 
to  the  quarter  feffions,  yet  renders 
that  appeal  nugatory,  as  it  impow- 
ers  the  j u ftice  to  defray  all  writ¬ 
ings  produced  in  evidence  before 
him,  and  of  courl'e  deprives  the 
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party  charged  of  the  only  means  of 
defence  which  can  acquit  him  upon 
his  appeal. 

That  faid  bill  obliges  perfons 
accufed  to  anfwer  to  interrogato¬ 
ries  by  bill,  and  criminate  them- 
felves. 

The  faid  bill  empowers  juft  ices 
to  grant  warrants  to  apprehend 
perfons  who  neglect  attending  as 
witneffes,  though  fuch  perfons 
may  never  have  received  any  fum- 
mons,  and  may  at  the  time  fuch 
fummons  is  left  at  their  houie  or 
lodging,  be  ahfent  in  a  diftant  part 
of  the  country. 

For  thefe  reafons,  and  becaufe 
your  lordfhip’s  petitioners  under- 
ftand  that  faid  bill  palfed  through 
the  honourable  the  houfe  of  com¬ 
mons  in  great  hurry,  and  at  times 
when  very  few  members  were  pre- 
fent,  your  lordfhip’s  petitioners 
humbly  hope  your  iordftiips  will 
take  this  petition  into  conn dera¬ 
tion,  and  not  pafs  this  bill  into  a 
law. 

And  your  lordftiip’s  petitioners 
fhall  ever  pray. 


The  AddrcJ's  of  the  Lord  Mayor , 
Aldermen ,  Sheriffs ,  and  Common 
Council  of  the  City  of  London,  pro - 
fented  to  his  Ma/efty  on  Friday , 
Augujl  1  1,  17 36,  on  the  Occafion 
of  bis  happy  Lfcape  from  AjfajJi- - 
nation . 

Molt  Gracious  Sovereign, 
WE,  your  majefty’s  dutiful  and 
loyal  lubjcdts,  the  lord  mayor,  al¬ 
dermen,  and  commons  oi  the  city 
of  London,  in  common  council 
affembled,  humbly  approach  the 
throne  with  our  raoft  iincere  con¬ 
gratulations  on  the  providential 
deliverance  manifefted  in  the  failure 
of  that  outrageous  attempt  which 
fo  lately  endangered  your  majefty’s 
royal  perfon. 


Impelled  at  once  by  duty  and 
inclination,  your  majefty’s  faithful 
citizens  of  London  are  happy  in 
tendering  an  unfeigned  aflurance 
of  their  affedlion  and  zeal  for 
your  majefty’s  perfon  and  govern¬ 
ment. 

Deeply  fenfible  of  the  value  and 
importance  of  your  majefty’s  life 
to  the  profperity  of  your  kingdoms, 
and  of  the  unfpeakable  affliction 
which  your  people  would  have 
fuftained  by  its  mournful  termina¬ 
tion,  the  late  horrid  occurrence 
(which  threatened  that  national 
calamity)  could  not  fail  to  excite 
in  their  minds  a  proportionate  a- 
larm  ;  but  more  particularly"  pain¬ 
ful  and  fevere  were  their  fen fations, 
on  reflecting  that  your  majefty’s 
gracious  attention  to  the  petitions 
of  your  lubjeCts  had  proved  the 
lamentable  caufe  of  expoiing  your 
facred  perfon  to  danger. 

Permit  us,  royal  fir,  to  add  our 
moft  fervent  prayers,  that  your 
reign  may  continue  long  and  prof- 
perous  over  free,  happy,  and  unit¬ 
ed  fubjefts  ;  and  that  your  defend¬ 
ants  may  tranlinit  the  bleffings  the 
nation  now  enjoys  to  the  late  ft: 
pofteritjr. 

Signed,  by  order  of  court, 

William  Rix. 

Answer. 

I  receive,  with  the  greateft  plea- 
fure,  the  very  affeeftionate  expref- 
lions  of  your  duty  and  attachment 
to  me,  and  thank  you  for  your 
congratulations  upon  the  providen¬ 
tial  deliverance  from  the  attack 
which  has  been  lately  made  upon 
my  perfon  :  thofe  profeffions  can¬ 
not  but  be  acceptable  to  me  from 
my  loyal  city  of  London,  to  whom 
I  am  always  difpofed  to  •  fliew 
every  mark  of  attention  and  re¬ 
gard. 

The 
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The  Addrefs  o  f  the  Bijhop  o  f  London , 
Dean  and  Chapter  of  S t .  P  aul  y, 
and  Clergy  of  the  Cities  oj  London 
and  Wefmlnfer. 

To  the  K  I  N  G's  mojl  Excellent 
Majejty, 

Moil  Gracious  Sovereign, 

WE,  your  majefly’s  moil  dutiful 
and  loyal  fubjedts,  the  bifhop  of 
London*  the  dean  and  chapter  of 
St.  Paul’s,  and  the  clergy  of  the 
cities  of  London  and  Wellminfter, 
impreffed  with  a  deep  fenfe  of  the 
many  and  invaluable  bleffings  which 
we  enjoy  under  your  majedy’s  mild 
and  aufpicious  government,  the 
great  advantage  which  religion  has 
even  received  from  your  counte¬ 
nance  and  protection,  and  the  con- 
ilant  fupport  which  morality  has 
derived  from  your  example,  cannot 
but  feel  ourfelves  particularly  inte- 
refted  in  the  fafety  of  your  majef- 
ty’s  life  ;  and  we  beg  leave  to  pre- 
fent  to  your  majedy  our  mod  fin- 
cere  congratulations  on  its  late  pro¬ 
vidential  prefervation 

We  have  returned  our  thanks  to 
God  for  this  indance  of  his  good- 
nefs  to  your  majefty  ;  and  we  fhall 
not  fail  continually  to  pray  to  God, 
that  that  life  which  he  has  thus  fig- 
nally  protected,  may  long  be  con¬ 
tinued  to  your  majedy  in  uninter¬ 
rupted  health  and  prosperity. 


The  Addrefs  of  the  B  if  sop  and  Clergy 
of  the  Diocefe  o  f  Chef  cr. 

WE,  your  majedy 5s  mod  dutiful 
and  loyal  fubjedts,  the  bifliop,  the 
dean  and  chapter,  and  the  clergy 
of  the  diocefe  of  Chefter,  beg  per- 
midlon  to  offer  to  your  majedy  our 
fincered  congratulations  on  the  late 
providential  deliverance  of  your 
royal  perfon  from  the  hand  of  an 
aflaffin. 


It  would  be  unbecoming  In  any 
order  of  men,  it  would  be  peculi¬ 
arly  offendve  in  ours,  to  approach 
your  Majedy  on  this  occadon  with 
the  language  of  adulation;  but  they 
who  are  in  the  final L ft  degree  ac¬ 
quainted  with  the  uniformly  moral 
and  religious  tenor  of  ypur  majef¬ 
ty ’s  private  life,  and  who  reflect  as 
they  ought,  on  the  many  invaluable 
bleifings  this  nation  experiences  un- 
der  your  majedy’s  mild  and  pater¬ 
nal  government,  will  not,  we  are 
confident,  charge  us  with  tranfgreif- 
ing  the  bridled  bounds  of  truth, 
when  we  fay,  that  the  lofs  of  fuch 
an  example,  and  fuch  a  fovereign, 
would  have  been  one  of  the  lever¬ 
ed  calamities  with  which  heaven 
could  have  afflicted  this  land  1  what¬ 
ever  difference  of  fentiments  there 
may  be  on  other  points,  on  this  we 
believe  there  is  but  one  opinion. 

It  affords  us  fome  confolation  to 
know  that  the  foie  contriver  of  this 
frantic  defign  was  nothing  more 
than  a  wretched  maniac  ;  a  eircum- 
flance,  however,  from  which  we 
may  draw  this  awful  leflbn,  that 
not  only  the  felicity,  but  the  very 
exidence  of  the  greeted  potentates, 
and  the  mofl  flouriftiing  empires, 
may  be  endangered  by  the  feebleft 
agents,  and  that  in  God  alone  is 
their  fecurity  and  refuge. 

The'  recent  proof  he  has  been 
plea  ed  to  give  us  of  this  great 
truth  demands  the  warmed  and  de- 
vouted  exprelflons  of  our  thankful- 
neis.  And  alarmed  as  all  our  fears 
have  juft  been,  by  feeling  ourfelves 
on  the  very  brink  of  dedrudfion, 
we  implore  with  redoubled  ardour 
the  almighty  Ruler  of  the  univerfe, 
that  he  would  dill  continue  the 
fame  watchful  care  over  your  ma- 
jedy’s  perfon,  which  he  has  already 
manifehed  in  fo  flgnal  an  indance  ; 
and  that  he  would  grant  your  ma- 
jedy  and  your  royal  family,  a  long 
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enjoyment  of  that  peace,  profperi- 
ty,  and  general  fatisfadtion,  which 
his  feeding  on  your  majefly’s  coun¬ 
cils  has  vilibly  diffufed  through  e- 
very  part  of  your  dominions. 


The  Addref  o  f  the  Bijhop  and  Clergy 

of  the  Dioccfe  of  Lan'dajf, \ 

To  the  KING’s  mtjl  Excellent 
Majejly* 

Mod  Gracious  Sovereign, 

WE,  the  bifliop,  the  archdeacon 
and  chapter,  and  the  clergy  of  the 
diocefe  of  .LandafF,  your  majefly’s 
loyal  and  dutiful  fubjedts,  humbly 
intreat  your  majefty  graciouily  to 
accept  our  faithful  congratulations 
on  the  protection  which  the  good 
providence  of  God  has  lately  vouch¬ 
safed  to  your  majeily  from  the  at¬ 
tack  of  an  infane  aflfailin. 

The  mildneis  of  your  majefty’s 
government,  united  with  the  ex- 
tmplary  probity  and  condefcenlion 
of  your  private  life,  can  have  left 
your  majefty  no  deliberate  enemies, 
no  apprehenfion  of  danger  from  the 
malice  of  any  of  your  iubjeds.  In 
the  late  calamitous  event  your  ma¬ 
jeily  will  feel  a  comfort,  which  is 
fully  felt  by  all  your  people,  from 
knowing  that  the  hand  of  violence 
was  not  ai  med  agafnft  your  majel- 
tyJs  life  by  the  fpirit  of  public  fac¬ 
tion  or  private  difeontent. 

The  worft  of  kings,  in  every 
age  and  country,  have  been  encou¬ 
raged  by  the  adulatory  addrelTes  of 
flagitious  men  to  perfevere  in  the 
modes  of  government  deitruciive  to 
the  freedom  and  felicity  of  man¬ 
kind  ;  lincerity  and  truth  have  been 
in  this  way,  io  ofen  facrificed  on 
the  altar  of  private  intereft,  as  al- 
moft  to  fender  fufpicious  the  pro- 
Jeflions  of  honed  men  on  the  faired 
occasions ;  yet,  on  this  occalion, 
yve  fear  not  the  being  accufed  of  flat¬ 


tery  or  infinceritv,  when  we  avow, 
in  the  face  of  the  world,  shat  we 
bel’eve  there  is  not  a  lingle  perfon 
in  your  majefty’s  dominions  who 
vrill  not  join  with  us  in  thanking 
God  for  this  indance  of  hi  good- 
nefs  towards  you,  and  in  praying 
that  he  will  long  continue  to  us  the 
happinefs,  and  the  liberty,  civil 
and  religious,  which  we  enjoy  un¬ 
der  your  maj-edy’s  government. 


The  Addrefs  of  the  Bifop  and  Clergy 
of  the  Diocefe  of  St.  Afaph. 

To  the  KI  N  G’s  mfi  Excellent 
Majejly* 

WE,  the  bifliop,  dean  and  chap¬ 
ter,  and  clergy  of  the  diocefe  of 
St,  Afaph,  afk  leave,  with  unfeign¬ 
ed  and  loyal  humility,  to  congratu¬ 
late  your  majedy  on  your  late  de¬ 
liverance  from  the  knife  of  the  af- 
faiiin.  When  fuch  dangers  are  feme- 
times  permitted  to  threaten  the 
greated  of  the  fens  of  men,  we  are 
authorized  by  fcripture  to  regard 
them  as  the  -awful  admonitions  of 
providence  to  coniider  the  import¬ 
ance  of  their  duty,  and  the  uncer¬ 
tainty  of  the  time  allotted  to  fulfil 
it.  May  your  majedy’s  mind  be 
always  duly  iinpreifed  with  a  reli¬ 
gious  fenfe  of  thofe  virtues  and 
public  fervjces  which  the  highed:  of 
all  human  dations  requires  at  your 
hands.  May  you  always  poflefs 
thofe  powers  of  mind,  and  that 
enlarged  and  active  benevolence, 
which  are  requifite  to  prefide  with 
wifdom  over  a  people  that  was  once 
virtuous,  and  that  is  dill  generous, 
brave,  and  enlightened.  In  offering 
up  thefe  prayers  we  depart  not  frorti 
our  character  as  blamelefs  mimfters 
of  the  gofpel,  and  we  wife  to  en¬ 
rich  your  majefty  with  greater  bleff- 
ings  than  is  in  the  power  of  flat¬ 
tery  to  invent ;  we  wife  you  the 
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glory,  the  virtue,  and  the  heaven¬ 
ly  prerogative  of  making  a  great 
people  happy  under  a  mild,  uncor- 
rupt,  and  able  government;  and 
we  include  in  our  willies  the  lading 
fecu rity  and  fplendor  of  your  royal 
houfe ;  that  warm  attachment  and 
fidelity  in  your  fubjeds  which  only 
the  fenfe  of  their  own  happinefs 
can  infpire.  And  may  that  happi¬ 
nefs  every  day  increa'e,  by  a  gene  ¬ 
ral  imitation  of  thofe  amiable  do- 
medic  virtues  of  which  your  ma- 
jedy  and  your  royal  confort  have 
given  the  world  fo  fair  an  example. 


*Tbe  Addrcfs  of  the  Protcfant  Dif~ 
fenting  Minifers  in  and  about  the 
Cities  of  London  and  Wefminfer. 

Mod  Gracious  Sovereign,' 
WE,  your  Majedy ’s  mod  dutiful 
and  loyal  fubjeds,  the  protehant 
diffenting  miniders  in  and  about  the 
cities  of  London  and  VVedminder, 
beg*  leave  to  approach  your  royal 
perfon  with  our  warmed  congratu¬ 
lations  on  the  late  lignal  interpoli- 
tion  of  divine  providence  in  favour 
of  your  majefty’s  invaluable  life  : 
an  event  which  has  afforded  joy  to 
all  your  majedy’s  faithful  fubjeds, 
and  to  none  more  than  the  proted- 
ant  diff  nte;  s,  who  look  up  with 
aftedionate  reverence  to  the  dillin- 
guidied  virtues  of  their  fovereign, 
and  who  feel  themfelves  happy  in 
the  enjoyment  of  their  civil  and  re- 
lio-io s  liberties,  which  have  receiv- 
ed  fo  memorable  a  confirmation  and 
enlargement  iince  your  majedy’s 
acceifion  to  the  throne  of  thefe 
kingdoms. 

To  that  Great  Being,  whofe  arm 
fo  gracioufly  fliielded  your  majef- 
ty’s  perfon  in  the  moment  of  dan¬ 
ger,  we  have  offered  our  mod 
grateful  'acknowledgments ;  fervent¬ 
ly  }  raying,  that  the  like  fenfe  of 


the  divine  interference  which  your 
majedy  devoutly  feels,  might  be 
deeply  impreded  on  the  hearts  of 
all  your  iubjedrs. 

Permit  us,  Sir,  to  add,  that  our 
joy  on  this  oecafion  is  greatly 
heightened,  by  reffeding  that  the 
horrid  droke  your  majedy  fo  hap¬ 
pily  efcaped  was  guided  not  by  the 
hand  of  premeditated  malice,  but 
of  compaffionable  infanity  :  the  re- 
pofe  which  this  confide  rati  on  judly 
creates  in  your  majedy’s  bread  and 
that  of  your  royal  confort,  cannot 
fail  oi  affording  the  bigheft  fatisfac- 
tion  to  your  people,  whofe  happi- 
nefs  is  intimately  connected  with 
that  of  their  fovereign. 

With  great  pleafure  we  embrace 
this  opportunity  of  alluring  your 
majedy  of  our  affectionate  and  in¬ 
violable  attachment  to  your  perfon 
and  government ;  nor  w  ill  we  ceafe 
Sir,  to  offer  our  mod  ardent  prayer 
to  Almighty  God,  that  your  life 
may  be  protraded,  under  the  fmiies 
of  Providence,  to  the  mod  didant 
period  ;  and  that  the  crown  your 
majedy  received  from  your  iliudri- 
ous  anceftors,  may  defcend,  adorn¬ 
ed  with  all  their  and  your  princely 
virtues,  to  your  lateh  poderity. 


The  Addrefs  of  the  Cato  dicks  of 
Ireland . 

May  it  pleafe  your  majedy, 
WE,  your  majedy’s  mod  dutiful 
and  loyal  fubjeds,  the  cathoiicks 
of  Ireland,  humbly  beg  leave  to 
approach  the  throne  with  our  mod 
hncere  congratulations  on  your  ma¬ 
jedy’s  happy  and  providential  e- 
lcape  from  the  late  horrid  attack 
on  your  facied  perfon. 

It  gives  us  the  mod  poignant  and 
heartfelt  pain,  that  an  attempt  fo 
bale  and  degenerate  could  be  made 
again  it  the  life  of  the  mod  tender 
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father  of  his  people  ;  and  we  are 
conlhled  only  in  believing  that  it 
proceeded  from  infanity  of  mind 
rather  than  depravity  of  heart. 

Truly  grateful  for  the  efiential 
benefits  we  have  received  during 
voirr  majefty’s  aufpicious  reign,  we 
mu  ft  feel  ourfelves  particularly  in- 
terefted  in  every  circumftance  that 
regards  the  welfare  of  the  belt  of 
fove  reigns. ;  and  permit  us  toafTure 
your  majefty  of  our  utmoft  abhor¬ 
rence  and  deteftation  of  every  at¬ 
tempt  to  difturbyour  private  peace, 
or  the  public  tranquillity  of  your 
dominions. 

We  fupplicate  the  Supreme  Be¬ 
ing  to  grant  to  vour  majefty  a  long 
and  happy  reign  ;  and  to  continue 
the  crown  of  thefe  realms  to  your 
illuftrious  houfe  unto  its  lateft  po- 
iterity. 


The  Addrefs  of  the  Superiors  of  the 
Roman  Catholic. \  Clergy  of  the  P  To¬ 
ntines  of  Munfler* 

May  it  pleafe  your  majefty, 
WE,  your  majefty’s  moft  faith¬ 
ful  fubjecto,  the  fuperiors  of  the 
Roman  Catholic  Clergy  in  the  pro¬ 
vince  of  Munfter,  having  offered  up 
our  fervent  thanks  to  the  Almighty 
God  for  your  majefty ’s  happy  efcape 
from  the  horrid  attempt  made  on 
your  majefty’s  moft  facred  perfon, 
prefume,  in  all  humility,  toprefent, 
at  the  foot  of  your  royal  throne,  in 
the  name  of  the  Roman  Catholic 
Clergy  of  this  province,  our  moft 
dutiful  and  loyal  congratulations  on 
fuch  a  fignal  interpofition  of  divine 
providence. 

Whilft  in  this  expreffion  of  our 
duty  to  your  majefty,  we  join  in  the 
\miverfal  exultation  of  all  ranks  of 
our  fellow-fubjeds  for  the  prefer- 
vation.  of  a  well-beloved  fovereign, 
we,  your  majefty’s  Roman  Catho¬ 


lic  fubjeds,  feel  an  additional  joy 
from  the  grateful  remembrance  vve 
conftantly  have,  that  whatever  hap¬ 
py  change  has  been  made  in  our  fi- 
tuation  in  this  ingdom  is  chiefly 
owing  to  your  majefty’s  paternal  at¬ 
tention  to  us. 

Our  joy,  may  it  pleafe  your  ma¬ 
jefty,  would  have  been  as  complete 
on  the  preterit  occafion.  as  any  hu¬ 
man  event  could  make  it,  hut  for 
the  allay  it  receives  in  the  afflidi  m 
brought  upon  us  by  the  tumultu  ms 
meetings  of  feme  of  the  loweft  clafs 
in  this  province.  Yet,  at  the  fame 
time  that  we  bemoan  the  unwarrant¬ 
able  ex  cedes  of  a  mifguided  rabble, 
it  is  no  finall  comfort  to  us  to  think, 
that  we  have  not  been  wanting  in 
what  depended  on  us  to  prevent  and 
to  remedy  thefe  evils.  Our  con- 
ftant  endeavours  to  promote  reli¬ 
gion,  peace,  and  good  order  have 
not  been  altogether  fruitlefs  ;  what¬ 
ever  be  the  guilt  of  the  deluded 
people  who  now  difturb  the  public 
tranquillity,  we  have  the  heartfelt 
fatisfadion  of  being  convinced  that 
not  a  ftiadow  of  difaftedion  to  your 
majefty’s  perfon  or  government  is 
imputable  to  them. 

We  hope  that  the  prudent  mea- 
fures,  the  firm  yet  merciful  exer¬ 
tions  adopted  by  thofe  entrufted  here 
with  your  majefty’s  authority,  will 
be  efficient  to  put  a  flop  to  the  li¬ 
centious  mifdeeds  of  an  unruly  mul- 
tude,  and  to  provide  efiedually  a- 
gainft  a  repetition  of  them. 

We,  on  our  parts,  fliall  conti¬ 
nue  to  employ  our  moft  zealous 
efforts  to  imprefs  thofe  under  our 
influence  with  a  fenfe  of  confcien- 
tious  fubordination  to  the  laws,  and 
to  exhort  them  ever  to  follow  that 
peaceful,  induftrious,  upright  line 
of  condud,  which  alone  can  be¬ 
come  them,  and  which  the  religion 
they  profefs,  as  well  as  their  grati¬ 
tude,  didate  to  be  due  to  the  juf- 
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tic-e  and  mildnefs  of  your  majedy 's 
government. 

M ay  the  Almighty  God,  by  whom 
kings  reign  *  long  preferve  your  ma- 
jefry,  amidll  the  enjoyment  of  eve¬ 
ry  defirabl'e  bl effing,  to  be  an  ex¬ 
amp 'e,  from  your  royal  virtues, 
to  the  rulers  of  the  earth,  and  to 
be,  from  the  unrivalled  fuccefs  of 
your  government,  the  comfort  and 
the  happinefs  of  your  people. 

We  are,  may  it  pleafe  your  ma¬ 
jedy,  with  the  mod  inviolable  at¬ 
tachment  and  fubmiffive  gratitude, 
your  maje fly’s  mod:  loyal,  mod:  du¬ 
tiful,  and  mod  obedient  fubjecis, 
the  Superiors  of  the  Roman#  Catho¬ 
lic  Clergy  of  the  province  of  Man¬ 
lier. 


'The  Addrefs  of  the  P  ref  dent  and 
Fellows  of  the  Royql  College  of 
P hyfi cians  in  London . 

May  it  pleafe  your  Majedy, 
WE,  your  majedy’s  mod  faith¬ 
ful  and  loyal  fubjedts,  the  preddent 
and  fellows  of  the  Royal  College  of 
FhyJ.icia.ns  in  London,  beg  leave  to 
approach  your  majedy,  with  all 
huipility,  to  exprefs  our  duty  and 
unfeigned  joy  for  your  majedy’s 
happy  deliverance  from  the  danger 
of  a  mod  defperate  attempt  on  your 
facred  perfon  ;  an  attempt,  which 
only  infinity  of  mind  could  have 
fuggeded,  and  which  only  the  di¬ 
vine  irfterpolition  could  have  fruf- 
trated. 

Glorv,  Sir,  refults  from  danger. 
It  is  in  Jituations  of  furprize  and  a- 
larm,  that  the  genuine  and  noble 
qualities  of  exalted  minds  are  emi¬ 
nently  difplayed  and  didinguifhed. 
The  collected  firmnefs  and  compo- 
fure  with  which  your  majedy  met 
the  horrid  attack,  and  the  tender- 
nefs  and  compaffion  exerted  in  the 
fame  critical  moment  for  the  wretch¬ 


ed  aflailant,  are  recent  proofs  of 
that  magnanimity  and  benevolence, 
which  have  ever  characterised  your 
majedy,  and  endeared  you  to  the 
hearts  of  a  brave  and  generous 
people. 

Whilil  all  ranks  and  orders  of 
men  are  zealoaily  profeffing  thefe 
fentiments,  it  may  not  mifbecorne 
us,  Sir,  to  bear  tedimony  to  your 
more  private  and  perfonal  excellen¬ 
cies.  Courts  and  palaces  have  rare¬ 
ly  been  the  fcenes  of  abdemiouf- 
nefs  and  temperance.  That  your 
majedy,  amidlt  all  the  incitements 
to  gratification  and  indulgence, 
fliould  deadily  perfevere  in  an  un¬ 
exampled  forbearance,  is  at  once 
an  upbraiding  remondrance  againft 
the  unhappily  prevailing  luxury, 
and  the  dronged  fecurity  for  the 
prefervation  of  your  health,  for  the 
long  continuance  of  your  ineOim- 
able  life,  and  confequently  of  the 
national  happinefs. 

May  the  merciful  hand  of  Pro¬ 
vidence  be  ever  extended  over  you. 

at  ' 

for  protecting  your  facred  perfon 
from  outrage  and  violence  !  We  re¬ 
ly  with  perfedt  confidence  on  your 
majedy’s  habitual  and  determined 
virtue,  as  the  fured  human  means 
of  averting  from  you  the  ordinary 
calamities  which  are  incident  to  our 
nature. 


Convention  between  his  Britannic  Ma - 
jefiy  and  the  King  of  Spain,  fgned 
at  London ,  the  14th  of  July, 
1786. 

THE  kings  of  England  and  of 
Spain,  animated  with  the  fame  de» 
fire  of  confolidating,  by  ever)7, 
means  in  their  power,  the  friend¬ 
ship  fo  happily  fubfiding  between 
them  and  their  kingdoms,  and  wild¬ 
ing,  with  one  accord,  to  prevent 
even  the  fhadow  of  mifun demand¬ 
ing  which  might  be  occasioned  by 

doubts. 


PUBLIC 


PAPERS. 


doubts,  mifconceptions,  or*  other 
caufes  of  difputes  between  the  fub- 
je£ts  on  the  frontiers  of  the  two 
monarchies,  efpecially  in  diftant 
countries,  as  are  thole  in  America, 
have  thought  proper  to  fettle,  with 
all  poilible  good  faith,  by  a  new 
convention,  the  points  which  might 
one  day  or  other  be  productive  of 
luch  inconveniencies,  as  the  ex¬ 
perience  of  former  times  has  very 
often  fhewn.  To  this  end,  the 
king  of  Great  Britain  has  named 
the  mod  noble  and  moft  excellent 
lord  Francis,  baron  Ofborne  of 
Kiveton,  Marquis  of  Carmarthen, 
his  Britannic  majefty  ?s  privy  coun- 
fellor,  and  principal  fecretary  of 
Fate  for  the  department  of  foreign 
affairs,  &Ci  &c.  &c,  and  the  catho¬ 
lic  .king  has  like  wife  authorized 
Don  Bernardo  del  Campo,  knight 
of  the  noble  order  of  Charles  the 
Third,  fecretarv  of  the  fame  order, 
fecretary  of  the  fupreme  council  of 
Fate,  and  his  miniffer  plenipoten¬ 
tiary  ro  the  kiny  of  Great  Britain  ; 
wrho  having  communicated  to  each 
other  their  refpedfive  full  powers, 
prepared  in  due  form,  have  agreed 
upon  the  following  articles. 

Art.  I.  His  Britannic  majeFy’s 
fubjeCts,  and  the  other  coloniils 
who  have  hitherto  enjoyed  the  pro¬ 
tection  of  England,  fliall  evacuate 
the  country  of  the  Mofquitos,  as 
well  as  the  continent  in  general, 
and  the  iflands  adjacent,  without 
exception,  fituated  beyond  the  line 
herein  after  defended,  as  what 
ought  to  be  the  frontier  of  the  ex¬ 
tent  of  territory  granted  by  his 
Catholic  majefty  to  the  Englifh, 
for  the  ufes  fpecified  in  the  third 
article  of  the  prefent  convention, 
and  in  addition  to  the  country  al¬ 
ready  granted  to  them  in  virtue  of 
the  Fipuiations  agreed  upon  by  the 
commUTaries  of  the  two  crowns  in 
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Art.  II.  The  Catholic  king,  to 
prove,  on  his  fide,  to  the  king  of 
Great  Britain,  the  fincerity  of  his 
fentiments  of  friendlhip  towards  his 
faid  majefty,  and  the  Britifti  na¬ 
tion,  will  grant  to  the  EngliCk 
more  extenlive  limits  than  thofe 
fpecified  in  the  iail  treaty  of  peace : 
and  the  faid  limits  of  the  lands 
added  by  the  prefent  convention, 
fhall  for  the  future  be  underftood 
in  the  manner  following. 

The  Englifh  line,  beginning 
from  the  fea,  fhall  take  the  centre 
of  the  river  Sibun  or  Jabon,  and 
continue  up  to  the  fouree  of  the 
laid  river;  from  thence  it  fhall 
crofs  in  a  itrait  line  the  interme¬ 
diate  land,  till  it  interfeefts  the  river 
Wallis ;  and  by  the  centre  of  the 
fame  river,  the  faid  line  fliall  de« 
fcend.to  the  point  where  it  will  meet 
the  line  already  fettled  and  marked 
out  by  the  commifTaries  of  the  two 
crowns  in  1783  :  which  limits, 
following  the  continuation  of  the 
faid  line,  fhall  be  obferved  as  for¬ 
merly  ftipuiated  by  the  definitive 
treaty. 

Art.  HI.  Although  no  other  ad¬ 
vantages  have  hitherto  been  in 
queftion,  except  that  of  cutting 
wood  for  dying,  yet  his  catholic 
majefty,  as  a  greater  proof  of  his 
difpofition  to  oblige  the  king  of 
Great  Britain,  will  grant  to  the 
Englifh  the  liberty  of  cutting  all 
other  wood,  without  even  excepting 
mahogany,  as  well  as  gathering 
all  the  fruits,  or  produce  of  the 
earth,  purely  natural  and  unculti¬ 
vated,  which  may,  befides  being 
carried  away  in  their  natural  ft  ate, 
become  an  objedft  of  utility  or  of 
commerce,  whether  for  food  or  for 
in anu faff u res  :  but  it  is  exprefsly 
agreed,  that  this  ftipulation  is  never 
to  be  ufed  as  a  pretext  for  efta- 
blifhing  in  that  country  any  plan¬ 
tation  of  fiu gar,  coffee,  cacao,  or 
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other  like  articles,  or  any  fabric  or 
manufacture,  by  means  of  mills  or 
other  machines  whatsoever  (this 
refdridlion  however  dovs  not  regard 
the  ufe  of  law  mills  for  cutting  or 
otherwife  preparing  the  wood), 
fince  all  the  lands  in  queftion  being 
indifputably  acknowledged  to  be¬ 
long  of  right  to  the  crown  of  Spain', 
no  fettlements  of  that  kind,  or  the 
population  which  would  follow, 
could  be  allowed. 

The  Englifh  fhall  be  permitted 
to  tranfport  and  convey  all  fuch 
wood,  and  other  produce  of  the 
place,  14  its  natural  and  unculti¬ 
vated  date,  down  the  rivers  to  the 
fea,  but  without  ever  going  be¬ 
yond  the  limits  which  are  preferr¬ 
ed  to  them  by  the  (lipulations  above 
granted,  and  without  thereby  tak¬ 
ing  an  opportunity  of  afeending  the 
faid  rivers  beyond  their  bounds, 
into  the  countries  belonging  to 
Spain. 

Art.  IV.  The  Englifh  fhall  be 
permitted  to  occupy  the  final!  iiland 
known  by  the  names  of  Calina,  St. 
George’s  Key,  or  Cayo  Cafina,  in 
confiderution  of  the  circumfhmce 
of  that  part  of  the  coafls  opposite 
to  the  faid  iiland  being  looked  upon 
as  fubjedd  to  dangerous  diforders  ; 
but  this  permiffion  is  only  to  be 
made  ufe  of  for  purpofes  of  real 
utility  :  and  as  great  abufes,  no 
lefs  contrary  to  the  intentions  of 
the  Britifh  government  than  the 
efiential  interefts  of  Spain,  might 
arife.from  this  permiffion,  it  is  here 
ilipulated,  as  an  indifpenfable  con- 
dirion,  that  no  fortification,  or 
work  of  defence  whatever,  fhall  at 
any  time  be  erected  there,  nor  any 
body  of  troops  pofted,  nor  any 
piece  of  artillery  kept  there  ;  and 
in  order  to  verify  with  good  faith 
the  accomplifhment  of  this  condi¬ 
tion  fine  qua  non  (which  might  be 
infringed  by  individuals,  without 


the  knowledge  of  the  Britifh  go¬ 
vernment)  a  Spanifh  officer  or  com- 
miffary,  accompanied  by  an  Englifh 
commiflary  or  officer,  duly  autho¬ 
rized,  fhall  be  admitted,  twice  a 
year,  to  examine  into  the  real  fitu- 
ation  of  things. 

Art.  V.  The  Englifh  nation  fhall 
enjoy  the  liberty  of  refitting  their 
merchant  fhips,  in  the  fouthern- 
triangle  included  between  the 
Point  of  Cayo  Calina,  and  the 
clufler  of  fmall  iflands  which  are 
fituated  oppofite  that  part  of  the 
coaft  occupied  by  the  cutters,  at  the 
difiance  of  eight  leagues  from  the 
river  Wallis,  feven  from  Cayo 
Calina,  and  three  from  the  river 
Sibun,  a  place  v/hich  has  always 
been  found  well  adapted  to  that 
purpofe.  For  which  end,  the  edi¬ 
fices  and  ftorehoufes  abfolutely  ne- 
ceflary  for  that  fervice  fhall  be 
allowed  to  be  built  ;  but  in  this 
conceffion  is  alfo  included  the'ex- 
prefs  condition  of  not  eredding  for¬ 
tifications  there  at  any  time,  or 
fiationing  troops,  or  conOrudding 
any  military  works  ;  and  in  like 
manner  it  lhall  not  be  permitted  to 
ilation  any  fhips  of  war  there,  or  to 
conidrudd  an  arfenal,  or  other  build¬ 
ing,  the  objedl  of  which  might  be 
the  formation  of  a  naval  efiablifh- 
-  ment. 

Art.  VI.  It  is,  alfo  Ilipulated, 
that  the  Englifh  may  freely  and 
peaceably  catch  fifli  on  the  coaid  of 
the  country  affigned  to  them  by 
the  laid  treaty  of  peace,  as  alfo  of 
that  which  is  added  to  them  by  the 
prefent  convention ;  but  without 
going  beyond  their  boundaries,  and 
confining  themfelves  within  the 
di fiance  fpecified  in  the  preceding 
article. 

Art.  VII.  All  the  reflridtions 
fpecified  in  the  laid  treaty  of  1783, 
-for  the  entire  prefervation  of  the 
right  of  the  Spanifh  fovereignty 
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over  the  country,  in  which  is  grant- 
ed  to  the  Englifli  only  the  privilege 
of  making  ufe  of  the  wood  of  the 
different  kinds,  the  truits  and  other 
produce,  in  their  natural  ffate,  are 
here  confirmed  ;  and  the  fame  re- 
flricftions  fhall  alfo  be  obferved  with 
refpedt  to  the  new  grant.  In  con- 
iequence,  the  inhabitants  of  thofe 
countries  fliall  employ  themfelves 
limply  in  the  cutting  and  tranfport- 
ing  of  the  faid  wood,  and  in  the 
gathering  and  tranfporting  of  the 
fruits,  without  meditating  an v -more 
extenlive  fettlements,  or  the  for¬ 
mation  of  any  fyftem  of  govern¬ 
ment,  either  military  or  civil,  fur¬ 
ther  than  fuch  regulations  as  their 
Britannic  and  catholic,  majefties 
may  hereafter  judge  proper  to  eita- 
blifli,  for  maintaining  peace  and 
good  order  amongfi:  thek  refpedtive 
fubjects. 

Art.  VIII.  As  it  is  generally 
allowed  that  the  woods  and  fore  Its 
are  preferved,  and  even  multiply, 
by  regular  and  methodical  cuttings, 
the  Englifh  fliall  obferve  this  max¬ 
im,  as  far  as  poflible  ;  but  if,  not 
withft.mding  all  their  precautions, 
if  lliould  happen  in  courfe  of  time 
that  they  were  in  want  of  dying- 
wood,  or  mahogany,  with  which 
the  Spanifh  polfeilions  might  be 
provided,  the  Spanilli  government 
fliall  make  no  difficulty  to  furnilh  a 
fupply  to  the  Englifli,  at  a  fair  and 
reafonable  price. 

Art.  IX.  Every  poflible  precau¬ 
tion  fliall  be  obferved  to  prevent 
fmuggling  :  and  the  Englifli  fliall 
take  care  to  conform  to  the  regu- 
gulations  which  the  Spanifh  go¬ 
vernment  (hall  think  proper  to  efla- 
blifli  amongfi  their  own  fubjects, 
in  all  communications  which  they 
may  ha<  e  with  die  latter  ;  on  con¬ 
dition  neverthelefs  that  the  Englifli 
fliall  be  left  in  the  peaceable  en- 
1786. 


joyment  of  the  feveral  advantages 
inf  rted  in  their  favour  in  the  Lift 
treaty,  or  flipulated  by  the  prefent 
convention. 

Art,  X.  The  Spanifh  governors 
fliall  be  or  !ered  to  give  to  the  faid 
Englifli  ciifperfed,  all  poflible  faci- 
cilities  for  their  removal  to  the  fet¬ 
tlements  agreed  upon  by  the  pre¬ 
fent  convention,  according  to  the 
flipulations  of  the  6th  article  of  the 
definitive  treaty  of  178,3,  with 
refpedt  to  the  country  allotted  for  ' 
their  ufe  by  the  faid  article. 

Art.  XI.  Their  Britannic  and 
Catholic  irajtflks,  in  order  tore- 
move  every  kind  of  doubt  with 
regard  to  the  true  con  if  ruction  of 
the  prefent  convention,  think  it 
neceflary  to  declare  that  t  ,e  condi¬ 
tions  of  the  faid  convention  ought 
to  be  obferved  according  to  their 
fincere  intention  to  enfure  and  im¬ 
prove  the  harmony  and  g;ood  un- 
derflanding,  which  fo  happily  fubfi.fi: 
at  prefent  between  their  faid  ma¬ 
jefties. 

In  this  view,  his  Britannic  ma- 
jefty  engages  to  give  the  moll  po~ 
lirive  orders  for  the  evacuation  of 
the  countries  above  mentioned,  by 
all  his  fu bj eels  of  whatever  denomi¬ 
nation  ;  but  if,  contrary  to  fuch 
declaration,  there  fliould  flill  re¬ 
main  any  perlons  fo  daring  as  to 
prefume,  by  retiring  into  the  inte- 
r  or  country,  to  endeavour  to  ob» 
ilrudl  the  entire  evacuation  already 
agreed  upon,  his  Britannic  majefty, 
fo  far  from  affording  them  the  lea  it 
fuccour,  or  even  protection,  will 
difavow  them  in  the  1110ft  folemn 
manner,  as  he  will  equally  do  thofe 
who  may  hereafter  attempt  to  fettle 
upon  the  territory  belonging  to  the 
Spanifh  dominion. 

Art.  XII.  The  evacuation  agreed 
upon  fliall  be  completely  effected 
within  the  fpace  of  fix  months, 
(F)  after 
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after  the  exchange  of  the  ratifica¬ 
tions  of  this  convention,  or  iooner, 
if  it  can  be  done. 

Ait.  XIII.  It  is  agreed  that  the 
new  grants  deferibed  in  the  pre¬ 
ceding  articles,  in  favour  of  the 
Englifti  nation,  are  to  take  place 
as  i'oon  as  the  aforefaid  evacuation 
fhail  be  entirely  accomp  billed. 

Art.  XIV.  His  Catholic  maj,efty,. 
prompted  folely  by  motives  of  hu¬ 
manity,  promifes  to  the  king  of 
England,  that  he  will  not  exercile 
any  aCt  of  fe verity  againft  the  Mof- 
quitos,  inhabiting  in  part  the  coun¬ 
tries  which  are  to  be  evacuated,  by 
virtue  of  the  prefent  convention, 
on  account  of  the  connections  which 
may  have  fubfifled  between  the 
laid  Indians  ana  the  Englifh  :  and 
his  Britannic  majetly,  on  his  part, 
will  ftri&ly  prohibit  all  his  fub- 
jjects  from  furnifliing  arms,  or  war¬ 
like  (lores,  to  the  Indians  in  gene¬ 
ral,  lituated  upon  the  frontiers  of 
the  Spanifh  pofleifions. 

,  Art.  XV.  The  two  courts  fliall 
mutually  tranik'iit  to  each  other 
duplicates  of  the  orders,  which  they 
are  to  difpatch  to  their  refpe&ive 
governors  and  commanders  in  Ame¬ 
rica,  for  the  accomplifhment  of  the 
prefent  convention  ;  and  a  frigate, 
or  proper  fhip  of  war,  fliall  be  ap¬ 
pointed,  on  each  fide,  to  obferve 
in  conjunction  that  all  things  are 
performed  in  the  bed?  order  poflible, 
and  with  that  cordiality  and  yood 
faith  of  which  the  two  fovereitms 
have  been  pleafed  tO'  fet  the  ex¬ 
ample. 

Art.  XVI.  The  prefent  conven¬ 
tion  fliall  be  ratified  by  their  Bri¬ 
tannic  and  Catholic  majefties,,  and 
the  ratifications  exchanged,  within 
the  lpace  of  fix  weeks,  of  fooner, 
if  it  can  be  done. 

In  witnefs  whereof,  We,  the 
under  ligned  minifters  plenipoten¬ 
tiary  of  their  Britannic  and  Ca- 
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tholic  majefties,  in  virtue  of  our 
refpeetive  full  powers,  have  ligned: 
the  prefent  convention,  and  have 
affixed  thereto  the  feals  of  our 
arms.  * 


'Treaty  of  Commerce  and'  Navigation,* 
between  bis  Britannic  MajcJly  and 
the  Moft  Cbrijiian  King ,  fgned  at 
Kerf  a  Hies ,  the  26  th  of  September , 
1786. 

HIS  Britannic  majefty,  and  his 
Moft  Chriftian  majefty,  being  c- 
qually  animated  with  the  delire  not 
only  of  confoiidating  the  good  har¬ 
mony  which  aCfually  fubfifts  be¬ 
tween  them,  but  alio  of  extending 
the  happy  effects  thereof  to  their 
relpeCtive  fubjeCts,  have  thought 
that  the  moft  efficacious  means  for 
attaining  thole  objects,  conform¬ 
ably  to  the  1 8th  article  of  the 
treaty  of  peace,-  ligned  the  6th  of 
September,  1783,  would  be  to  adopt 
a  fyftem  of  commerce  on  the  balis 
of  reciprocity  and  mutual  conve¬ 
nience,  which,  by  difeominuing 
the  prohibitions  and  prohibitoyv 
duties  which  have  exifted  for  almofif 
a  century  between  the  two  nations, 
might  procure  the  mbit  folid  ad¬ 
vantages,  on  both  iides,  to  the* 
national  productions  and  induftry, 
and  put  an  end  to  contraband  trade, 
no  lefs  injurious  to  the  public  re¬ 
venue,  than  to  that  lawful  com¬ 
merce  which  is  alone  intitled  to 
protection  ;  for  this  end,  their  laid 
majefties  have  named  for  their  com- 
miflaries  and  plenipotentiaries,  to 
wit,  the  king  ot  Great  Britain, 
William  Eden,  efq.  privy  coun- 
fellor  in  Great  Britain  and  Ireland, 
member  of  the  Britifh  parliament, 
and  his  envoy  extraordinary  avd 
minifter  plenipotentiary  to  his  Molt 
Chriftian  majefty  ;  and  the  Moft 
Chriftian  king,  the  Sieur  Jofcph 
Mathias  Gerrard  dc  Ray  tievah 
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knight,  counfellor  of  date,  knight 
of  the  royal  order  of  Charles  III. 
who,  after  having  exchanged  their 
Vefpecftive  full  powers,  have  agreed 
upon  the  following  articles  : 

Art.  I.  It  is  agreed  and  con¬ 
cluded  between  the  mod  ferene  and 
mod  potent  king  of  Great-Britain, 
and  the  mod. ferene  and  moft  po¬ 
tent,  the  mod  Chfifnan  king,  that 
there  ftiall  lie  a  reciprocal  and 
entirely  perfect  liberty  of  naviga¬ 
tion  and  commerce  between  the 
fubjects  of  each  party,  in  all  and 
every  the  kingdoms,  dates,  pro¬ 
vinces,  and  territories,  fubjebt  to 
their  majefties  in  Europe,  for  all 
and  lingular  kinds  of  goods,  in  thole 
places,  upon  the  conditions,  and 
in  fuch  manner  and  form  as  is 
fettled  and  adj uded,  in  the  follow¬ 
ing  articles  : 

o  .  ,  ,  4 

Art.  II.  For  the  future  fecurfty  of 
commerce  and  friendlhip  between 
the  fubjects  of  their  laid  majefties, 
and  to  the  end  that  this  good  cor- 
refpondence  may  be  preferred  from 
all  interruption  and  difturbance, 
it  is  concluded  and  agreed,  that  if, 
at  any  time,  there  fhould  arid;  any 
niifunderdanding,  breach  of  friend- 
lliip,  or  rupture,  between  the  crowns 
of  their  majedies,  which  God  for¬ 
bid  !  (which  rupture  diall  in  t  be 
deemed  to  ex’d  until  the  recalling 
or  fending  home  of  the  relpeffive 
ambafladors  and  miniders)  the  fub- 
jebts  of  each  of  the  two  parties 
redding  in  the  dominions  of  the 
other,  (lia.ll  have  the  privilege  of 
remaining  and  continuing  their 
trade  therein,  without 'any  manner 
of  difturbance,  fo  long  as  they  be¬ 
have  peacedbly,  and  commit  no 
offence  again  ft  the  hugs  and  ordi¬ 
nances  ;  and  in  cafe  their  c.ondubt 
fhould  render  them  fufpebted,  and 
the  refpebtive  governments  fhould 
be  obliged  to  order  them  to  remove, 
the  term  of  twelve  months  (hall  be 
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allowed  them  for  that  purpofe,  in. 
order  that  they  may  remove,  with 
their  e debts  and  property,  whether 
entruded  to  individuals,  or  to  the 
date.  At  the  fame  time  it  is  to  be 
underdood  that  this  favour  is  not 
to  be  extended  to  thofe  who  diall 
act  contrary  to  the  edablifhed 
laws. 

Art.  III.  It  is  likewife  agreed  and 
concluded,  that  the  fubjebts  and 
inhabitants  of  the  kingdoms,  pro¬ 
vinces,  and  dominions  of  their  ma¬ 
jedies,  lhali  exercife  no  abts  of 
hodility  or  violence  againft  each 
other,  eitlier  by  fea,  or  by  land,  or 
in  rivers,  dreams,  ports  or  havens, 
under  any  colour  or  pretence  what- 
foever  ;  fo  that  the  fubjects  of  either 
party  diall  receive  no  patent*  coin- 
million,  or  inftrudtioii  for  arming 
and  acting  at  fea  as  privateers,  nor 
letters  of  reprifal,  as  they  are  call¬ 
ed,  from  any  princes  or  dates,  ene¬ 
mies  to  the  other  party ;  nor  bv 
virtue,  or  under  colour  of  fuch 
patents,  commiffions,  or  reprifals, 
diall  they  difturb,  infeft,  of  any 
way  prejudice  or  damage  the  afoi  e- 
faid  fubjebts  and  inhabitants  of  the 
king  of  Great  Britain,  or  of  the 
moft  Chriftiaii  king  ;  neither  fhall 
they  arm  diips  in  fuch  manner  as 
is  above  laid,  or  go  out  to  fea 
therewith.  To  which  end,  as  often 
as  it  is  required  by  either  party, 
ftribl  and  e.xprels  prohibitions  diall 
be  renewed  and  publidied  in  all  the 
territories,  countries,  and  dominions 
of  each  party  wherefover,  that  no 
one.lhall  in  any  wife  ule  fuch  corn- 
millions  or  letters  of  reprifal,  under 
the  fevered  puriidiment  that  can  be 
inflicted  on  the  tranfgreflbrs,  be- 
(ides  being  liable  to  make  full  refli- 
tution  and  fatisfaction  to  thofe  to 
whom  they  have  done  any  damage-; 
neither  (hall  any  letters  of  reprifal 
be  hereafter  granted  by  either  pf 
the  laid  hiyh  contracting  panics., 
(F  2 )  to 
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to  the  prejudice  or  detriment  of  the 
fubjedts  of  the  other,  except  only 
in  fuch  cafe  wherein  juftice  is  de- 
denied  or  delayed ;  which  denial 
or  delay  of  juiiice  fhall  not  be  re¬ 
garded  as  verified,  unlefs  the  pe¬ 
titions  of  the  perfon,  who  defiles 
the  faid  letters  of  reprifal,  be  com¬ 
municated  to  the  minifter  redding 
there  on  the  part  of  the  prince 
againft  whofe  fubjedfs  they  are  not 
to  be  granted,  that  within  the  fpace 
of  four  months,  or  fooner,  if  it  be 
poffible,  he  may  manifeft  -the  con¬ 
trary,  or  procure  the  fatisfac- 
tion  which  may  be  juftly  due. 

Art.  IV.  The  fubjedls  and  inha¬ 
bitants  of  the  refpedtive  dominions 
of  the  two  fovereigns  fhall  have  li¬ 
berty,  freely  and  fecurely,  without 
licence  or  pafiport,  general  or  fpe- 
cial,  by  land  or  by  fea  or  any  other 
way,  to  enter  into  the  kingdoms, 
dominions,  provinces,  countries, 
iflands,  cities,  villages,  towns,  wall¬ 
ed  or  unwalled,  fortified  or  unfor¬ 
tified,  ports,  or  territories  whatfo- 
ever,  of  either  fovereign,  iituated 
in  Europe,  and  to  return  from 
thence,  to  remain  there,  or  to  pafs 
through  the  fame,  and  therein  to 
buy  and  purchafe,  as  they  pleafe, 
all  things  neceflary  for  then*  fub- 
•fiftence  and  life,  and  they  fhall  mu¬ 
tually  be  treated  with  all  kindnefs 
and  favour.  Provided,  however, 
that  in  all  theft:  matters,  they  be¬ 
have  and  conduct  themfeives  con¬ 
formably  to  the  laws  and  fiatutes, 
and  live  with  each  other  in  a  friend¬ 
ly  and  peaceable  manner,  and  pro 
rriote  reciprocal  concord  by  mai re¬ 
taining  a  mutual  and  good  under- 
handing. 

Art.  V.  The  fubjedfs  of  each  of  their 
faid  majefiies  may  have  leave  and 
licence  to  come  with  their  fhips,  as 
alfo  with  the  merchandizes  and 
goods  on  board  the  fame,  the  trade 
and  importation  whereof  are  not 


prohibited  by  the  laws  of  either 
kingdom,  and  to  enter  into  the 
countries,  dominions,  cities,  ports, 
places,  and  rivers  of  either,  party, 
fituated  in  Europe,  to  refort  there¬ 
to,  and  to  remain  and  refide  there, 
without  any  limitation  of  time  ;  al¬ 
fo  to  hire  houfes,  or  to  lodge  with 
other  perfons,  and  to  buy  all  law¬ 
ful  kinds'  of  merchandizes,  where 
they  think  fit,  either  from  the  firft 
maker  or  the  feller,  or  in  any  other 
manner,  whether  in  the  public  mar¬ 
ket  for  the  fale  of  merchandizes, 
or  in  fairs,  or  wherever  fuch  mer¬ 
chandizes  are  manufadturedor  fold. 
They  may  likewife  depofit  and  keep 
in  their  magazines  and  warehoufes 
the  merchandizes  brought  from  o~ 
ther  parts,  and  afterwards  expofe 
the  fame  to  fale,  without  being  in 
any  wife  obliged,  unlefs  willingly 
and  of  their  own  accord,  to  bring 
the  faid  merchandizes  to  the  marts 
and  fairs.  Neither  are  they  to  be 
burthened  with  any  impofitions  or 
duties  on  account  of  the  faid  free¬ 
dom  of  trade,  or  for  any  other  caufe 
whatfoever,  except  thofe  which  are 
to  be  paid  for  their  fliips  and  mei - 
chandizes,  conformably  to  the  re¬ 
gulations  of  the  prefent  treaty,  or 
thofe  to  which  the  fubjedfs  of  the 
two  contracting  parties  fhall  them¬ 
feives  be  liable.  And  they  {hall 
have  free  leave  to  remove  them¬ 
feives,  as  alfo  their  wives,  children, 
and  fervants,  together  with  their 
merchandizes,  property,  goods,  or 
effedts,  whether  bought  or  import¬ 
ed,  wherever  they  fliail  think  fit, 
out  of  either  kingdom,  by  land  and 
by  fea,  on  the  rivers  and  frefh  wa¬ 
ters,  after  difeharging  the  ufual  du¬ 
ties  ■;  any  law,  privilege,  grant,  im¬ 
munities  or  cuOoms,  to  the  contra¬ 
ry  thereof  in  any  wife  notwithfland  - 
ing.  In  matters  of  religion,  the 
fubjedfs  of  the  two  crowns  fhall  en¬ 
joy  perfedt  liberty.  They  fhall  not 

be 
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be  compelled  to  attend  divine  fer- 
vice,  whether  in  the  churches  or 
elfe where  ;  but,  on  the  contrary, 
they  fhall  be  permitted,  without 
any  moled ation,  to  perform  the  ex- 
ercifes  of  their  religion  privately  in 
their  own  houfes,  and  in  their  own 
way.  Liberty  fhall  not  be  refufed 
to  bury  the  fubjeCls  of  either  king¬ 
dom  who  die  in  the  territories  of 
the  other,  in  convenient  pi  ices  to. 
be  appointed  for  that  purpofe  ;  nor 
fhall  the  funerals  or  fepulchres  of 
the  deceafed  be  in  any  wife  dillurb- 
ed.  The  laws  and  flat utes  of  each 
kingdom  fhall  remain  in  full  force 
and  vigour,  and  fhall  be  duly  put 
in  execution,  whether  they  relate 
to  commerce  and  navigation,  or  to 
any  other  right,  thofe  cafes  only 
excepted,  concerning  which  it  is 
otherwife  determined  in  the  articles 
of  this  prelent  treaty. 

Art.  VI.  The  two  high  contrafling 
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parties  have  thought  proper  to  fet¬ 
tle  the  duties  on  certain  goods  and 
merchandizes,  in  order  to  fix  inva¬ 
riably  the  footing’  on  which  the 
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trade  therein  fhall  be  eftablifhed  be¬ 
tween  the  two  nations.  In  confe- 
quence  of  which  they  have  agreed 
upon  the  following  tariff,  viz. 

iff,  The  wrines  of  France,  im¬ 
ported  direCtly  from  France  into 
Gre  at  Britain,  fliall,  in  no  cafe, 
pay  any  higher  duties  than  thofe 
which  the  wines  of  Portugal  now 
pay. 

The  wines  of  France,  imported 
direCtly  from  France  into  Ireland, 
fliall  pay  no  higher  duties  than 
thofe  which  they  now  pay. 

2d,  The  vinegars  of  France,  in- 
flead  of  fixty-feven  pounds,  flvefhil- 
lings,  and  three  pence,  and  twelve 
twentieths  of  a  penny  lberling,  per 
ton,  which  they  now  pay,  fhall  not 
for  the  future  pay  in  Great  Britain, 
any  higher  duties  than  thirty-two 
pounds,  eighteen  (hillings,  and  ten 


PAPERS.  (85) 

pence,  and  fixt5en  twentieths  of  a 
penny  flerling,  per  ton. 

3d.  The  brandies  of  France,  in- 
flead  of  nine  (hillings  and  fix  pence, 
and  twelve  twentieths  of  a  penny 
fielding,  fhall,  for  the  future,  pay, 
in  Great  Britain,  only  feven  (hillings 
flerling  per  gallon,  making  four 
quarts,  Englifh  meafure. 

4th,  Oil  of  olives,  coming  direct¬ 
ly  from  France,  fhall,  for  the  fu¬ 
ture,  pay  no  higher  duties  than  are 
now  paid  for  the  fame  from  the 
mod  favoured  nations. 

sth,  Beer  fliall  pay  reciprocally 
a  duty  of  thirty  per  cent,  ad  va¬ 
lorem. 

6th,  The  duties  on  hardware, 
cutlery,  cabinet  ware  and  turnery, 
and  alfo  all  works,  both  heavy,  and 
light,  of  iron,  ileel,  copper,  and 
brafs,  fliall  be  clafled  ■  and  the 
highefl  duty  fliall  not  exceed  ten 
per  cent,  ad  valorem. 

7th.  All  forts  of  cottons  manu¬ 
factured  in  the  dominions  of  the 
two  fovereigns  in  Europe,  and  alfo 
woollens,  whether  knit  or  wove, 
including  holiery,  fliall  pay,  in  both 
countries,  an  import-duty  of  twelve 
per  cent,  ad  valorem  ;  all  manufac¬ 
tures  of  cotton  or  wool,  mixed  with 
iilk  excepted,  which  fliall  remain 
prohibited  on  both  fides. 

8th.  Cambneks  and  lawns  fhall 
pay,  in  both  countries,  an  import 
duty  of  five  (hillings,  or  fix  livres 
Tournois,  per  demi  piece  of  feven 
yards  and  three  quarters,  Englifh 
meal ure  ;  and  linens,  made  of  flax 
or  hemp,  manufactured  in  the  do¬ 
minions  of  the  two  fovereigns  in. 
Europe,  fliall  pay  no  higher  duties, 
either  in  Great  Britain  or  France, 
than  linens  manufactured  in  Hol¬ 
land  or  Flanders,  imported  into 
Great  Britain,  now  pay. 

And  linen  made  of  flax  or  hemp, 
manufactured  in  Ireland  or  France, 
fliall  reciprocally  pay  no  higher  du- 
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ties  than  linens  manufactured  in 
Holland,  imported  into  Ireland, 
now  pay. 

-  gth.  Sadlery  fhall  reciprocally 
pay  an  import-duty  of  fifteen  per 
cent,  ad  valorem. 

ioth  Gauzes  of  all  forts  fiiail 
reciprocally  pay  ten  per  cent,  ad 
valorem. 

1 1  th.  Millinery  madeup  of  muffin, 
lawn,  cambrick,  or  gauze  of  eve¬ 
ry  kind,  or  of  any  other  article  ad¬ 
mitted  under  the  prefect  tariff, 
fhall  pay  reciprocally  a  duty  of 
twelve  per  cent,  ad  valorem  :  and 
if  any  articles  fhall  be  uled  therein, 
which  are  not  fpecified  in  the  tariff, 
they  fhall  pay  no  higher  duties  than 
thole  paid  for  the  fame  articles  by 
the  mo  ft  favoured  nations. 

i2th.  Porcelain,  earthen-ware, 
and  potter}'-,  fhall  pay  reciprocally 
twelve  per  cent,  ad  valorem. 

13th..  Plate-glafs  and  glafs  ware 
in  general  fhall "  be  admitted,  on 
each  fide,  paying  a  duty  of  twelve 
per  cent,  ad  valorem. 

His  Britannic  majefty  referves 
the  right  of  countervailing,  by  ad¬ 
ditional  duties  on  the  undermen¬ 
tioned  merchandizes,  the  internal 
duties  actually  imp  bled  upon  the 
manufactures,  or  thedmport-duties 
which  are  charged  on  the  raw  ma¬ 
terials  ;  namely,  on  all  linens  or 
cottons,  rtained  or  printed,  on  beer, 
glafs  ware,  plate  glafs,  and  iron. 

And  his  moil  Chriftian  niajelly 
alfo  referves  the  right  of  doing  the 
fame,  with  regard  to  the  following 
merchandizes  ;  namely,  cottons, 
iron,  and  beer. 

And  for  the  better  fecunng  the 
due  collection  of  the  duties  payable 
ad  valorem,  which  are' fpecified  bii 
the  above  tariff,  the  faicV  contract¬ 
ing  parties  will  concert  with  each 
other  as  well  the  form  of  the  decla¬ 
rations  to  be  made,  as  a  b  the  pro¬ 
per  means  of  preventing  fraud  with 
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refpeCf  to  the  real  value  of  the  laid 
roods  and  merchandizes. 

u> 

But  if  it  fhall  hereafter  appear, 
that  any  miftakes  have  inadvertent- 
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ently  been  made  in  the  above  ta- 
riff,  contrary  to  the  principles  on 
which  it  is  founded,  the  two  love- 
reigns  will  concert  with  good  faith 
upon  the  means  of  reCtifyipg  them. 
Art,  VII. The  duties  above  Ipedfied 
are  not  to  be  altered  but  by  mutual 
confent ;  and  the  merchandizes  not 
above  fpecified  fhall  pay,  in  the  do¬ 
minions  of  the  two  fovereigns,  the 
import  and  export  duties  payable 
in  each  of  the  faid  dominions  by 
the  moil  favoured  European  na¬ 
tions,  at  the  time  the  prefent  treaty 
bears  date  ;  and  the  fliips  belonging 
to  the  fubjeCts  of  the  faid  dominions 
fhall  alfo  refpeCfively  enjoy  therein 
all  the  privileges  and  advantages 
which  are  granted  to  thofe  of  the 
moft  favoured  European  nations. 

And  it  being  the  intent. on  of  the 
two  high  contracting  parties,  that 
their  relpeCfive  fubjeCts  fhould  be  in 
the  dominions  of  each  other  upon 
a  footing  as  advantageous  as  thole 
of  other  European  nations,  they  a- 
gree,  that  in  cafe  they  fhall  here- 
after  grant  any  additional  advan¬ 
tages  in  navigation  or  trade  to  any 
other  European  nations,  they  will 
reciprocally  allow  their  laid  lub- 
jeCts  to  participate  therein  ;  without 
prejudice,  however,  to  the  advan¬ 
tages  which  they  referve,  viz. 
France  in  favour  of  Spain,  in  con- 
fequence  of  the  2^th  article  of  the 
Family  CompaCf,  ligned  the  ioth 
of  May,  1761,  and  England  ac¬ 
cording  to  what  (lie  has  praCfifed  in 
conformity  to,  and  in  conlequence 
of  the  convention  of  1703,  between 
England  and  Portugal. 

And  to  the  end  that  every  per- 
fon  may  know,  with  certainty,  the 
ftate  of  the  aforeftiid  imports,  cul- 
toms,  import  and  export  duties, 
“  ;  •  j  '  whatever 
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whatever  they  may  he,  it  is  agreed, 
that  tariffs,  indicating  the  imports, 
cuffoms,  and eftablifhed  duties,  ilia  1 1 
be  affixed  in  public  places,  as  well 
In  Rouen  and  the  other  trading  ci- 
ties  of  France,  as  in  London  and 
the  other  trading  cities  under  the 
dominion  of  the  king  of  Great  Bri- 
tain,  that  recourle  may  be  had  to 
them  whenever  any  difference  fhall 
arife  concerning  fuch  imports,  cut- 
toms,  and  duties,  which  fhall  not 
be  levied  orherwile  than  in  con¬ 
formity  to  what  is  clearly  expreffed 
in  the  faid  tariffs,  and  according 
to  their  natural  conffrudion.  And 
if  any  officer,  or  other  perfon  in  his 
name,  fliail,  under  any  presence, 
publicly  or  privately,  dirediy  or 
indireftly,  demand  or  take  of  .a 
merchant,  or  of  any  other  perfon, 
any  fum  of  money,  or  anv  thi ng 
•elle,  on  account  of  dudes,  import, 
fearch,  or  compenfarion,  although 
it  be  under  the  name  of  a  free  gift, 
-or  under  any  otl?er  pretence,  more 
or  otherwife  that  what  is  above  pre- 
feribed  ;  in  fuch  cafe,  the  faid  of¬ 
ficer,  or  his  deputy,  iff'he  be  ac  cubed 
and  convided  of  the  fame  before  a 
competentjudge,  in  the  place  where 
the  crime  was  committed,  fhaU  giro 
full  fatistadion  to  the  injured  party, 
and  fliail  like  tv  i  fe  fuller  the  penalty 
preferibed  by  the  laws. 

Art.  VIII.  No  merchandize  ex¬ 
ported  from  the  countries  refpedive- 
ly  under  the  dominion  of  their  ma- 
•jerties,  {hall  hereafter  be  fubjed  to  be 
infpeded  or  confifcated,  under  any 
pretence  of  fraud  or  deleft  in  mak¬ 
ing  or  working  them,  or  ol  any 
other  imperfection  whatfoever  ;  but 
abfolute  freedom  fhall  be  allowed 
to  the  buyer  and  feller  to  bargain 
and  fix  the  pric'  for  the  fame,  as 
they  fhall  fee  good  ;  any  law,  rta- 
tute,  edid,  proclamation,  privilege, 
grant,  or  cuftom  to  the  contrary 
'  oofewithflanding. 
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Art.  ’X.  Whereas  feveral  kinds  of 
merchandizes,  which  are  ufuallv 
contained  in  calks,  cherts,  or  other 
cafes,  and  for  which  the  duties  are 
paid  by  weight,  will  be  exported 
from  and  imported  into  France  by 
Britifh  fubjeds  •;  it  is  agreed,  that 
in  fuch  calc,  the  aforelaid  duties 
fliail  be  demanded  only  according 
to  the  real  weight  of  the  merchan¬ 
dizes  ;  and  the  weight  of  the  calks, 
chells,  and  other  cafes  whatever, 
.fhall  be  deduded,  in  the  fame  man¬ 
ner  as  has  been,  and  is  now  pradifed 
in  England. 

Art.  X.  It  is  further  agreed,  that  if 
any  mi  Hake  or  error  fhall  be  com¬ 
mitted  by  any  mailer  of  a  fhip,  his 
interpreter  or  fador,  or  by  any  o- 
ther  employed  by  him,  in  making 
the  entry  or  declaration  of  her  car¬ 
go,  neither  the  Ihip  nor  the  cargo 
lira  11  be  fubjed  for  fuch  defied,  to 
eonfilcatrqh  ;  but  it  fliail  be  lawful 
for  proprietors  to  take  back  again 
fuch  goods  as  Were  omitted  in  the 
entry  or  declaration  of  the  mailer 
ol  the  fhip,  paying  only  the  accu- 
ftomed  duties  according  to  the  nla~ 
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cart,  provided  always  that  there  be 
no  manifeft  appearance  of  fraud. 
Neither  fliail  the  merchants  or  the 
mailers  of  (hips,  or  the  merchan¬ 
dize,  be  fubjed  to  any  penalty,  by* 
re  a  foil  of  fuch  omiflion,  in  cafe  the 
goods  omitted  in  the  declaration 
fliail  not  have  been  landed  before 
the  declaration  has  been  made. 

Art.  XI.  In  cafe  either  of  the  two 
high  contracting  parties  fliail  think 
proper  to  cilablifh  prohibitions,  or 
to  augment  the  import  duties  upon, 
any  goods  or  merchandize  of  the 
growth  or  manufadure  of  the  other, 
which  are  not  fpecified  in  the  tariff, 
fuch  prohibitions  or  augmentations 
fhall  be  general,  and  fhall  compre¬ 
hend  the  like  goods  and  merchan¬ 
dizes  of  the  other  mod;  favoured  Eu¬ 
ropean  nations,  as  well  as  thofe  of 
( F  4 )  cither 
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either  Rate  ;  and  in  c  fe  either  of 
th  *  two  i  outraging  parties  fha  1  re 
voke  the  prohibitions,  or  diminifh 
the  duties,  in  favour  of  any  other 
Eur  pean  nation,  upon  any  goods 
or  merchandize  of  its  growth  or 
manufacture,  whether  on  importa¬ 
tion  or  exportation,  fuch  revoca¬ 
tions  or  diminutions  fhall  be  extend¬ 
ed  to  the  fubjeCts  of  the  other  party, 
on  condit  on  that  the  latter  fhall 
grant  to  ti  e  fubjeCts  of  the  former 
the  importation  and  exportation  of 
the  lb  e  goods  and  merchandizes 
under. the  fame  duties  ;  the  cafes  re¬ 
ferred  in  the  VI  1th  article  of  the 
prefent  treaty  always  excepted. 

Art.  XII.  And  iorafmueh  as  a  cer¬ 
tain  ufiige,  not  authorized  by  any 
law.  has  formerly  obtained  in  divers 
parts  of  Great  Britain  and  France,  by 
which  French  fubjeCts  have  paid  in 
England  a  kind  of  capitation  tax, 
called  in  the  lan.  uage  of  that  coun¬ 
try,  head-money  ;  and  Englifh  fub¬ 
jeCts  a  like  duty  in  France,  called 
Argent  du  Chef ;  it  is  agreed  that  the 
faid  impoli  fhall  not  bt  demanded  for 
the  future,  on  either  fide,  neither 
under  the  ancient  mme,  nor  under 
any  other- name  whatsoever. 

Art. XII I.  f  either  of  the  high  con¬ 
tracting  parties  has  granted,  or  fhall 
grant,  any  bounties  for  encourag¬ 
ing-  the  exportation  of  any  articles, 
being  of  the  growth,  produce,  or 
manufacture  of  his  dominions,  the 
other  party  fhall  be  allowed  to  gdd 
to  the  duties  already  impofed,  by 
virtue  of  the  prefent  treaty,  on  the 
faid  goods  and  merchandizes,  im¬ 
ported  into  his'  dominions,  fu,eh  an 
import  du  y.  as  fhall  be  equivalent 
to  the  faid  bounty.  But  this  flipu- 
lation  is  not  to  extend  to  the  cafes 
of  re fii unions  of  duties  and  impofis, 
(called  drawbacks,)  which  are  al¬ 
lowed  upon  exportation. 

Art.  XIV.  The  advantages  granted 
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by  the  prefent  treaty,  to  the  fub¬ 
jeCts  or  his  Britannic  majefty  fliall 
take  efteCf,  as  far  as  relates  to  the 
kingdom  of  Great  Britain,  as  foon 
as  laws  fliall  be  paffed  there,  for 
fecuring  to  t'e  fubietts  of  his  mo  ft 
Chriftian  majefty  the  reciprocal  en¬ 
joyment  of  the  advantages  which 
are  granted  to  them  by  the  prefent 
treaty. 

And  the  advantages  granted  by 
all  thefe  article  ,  except  the  tariff, 
fliall  take  efieCt,  with  regard  to  the 
kingdom  of  Ire  and,  as  foon  as  laws 
fhall  be  palled  rh  re,  for  fecuring 
to  the  l'ubjeCF  oi  his  molt  Cn  iffian 
majefty  the  reciprocal  enjOMnent  of 
the  advantages  which  are  granted 
to  them  by  this  treaty  ;  and,  in 
liki  manner,  the  advantages  grant- 
ed  by  the  tariff  fhall  take  effeCt,  in 
what  relates  to  tbe  faid  kingdom, 
as  foon  as  laws  fliall  t-e  paffed  there 
for  giving  effect  to  the  faid  tariff. 

Art.  XV.  It  is  agrred,  that  fhips 
belonging  to  his  Britannic  majefty ’s 
fubjeCts,  arriving  in  the  dominions 
of  his  moil  Chriftian  majefty,  from 
the  portb  of  Great  Britain  or  Ire¬ 
land,  or  from  any  other  foreign 
port,  fliall  not  pay  freight  duty, 
or  any  other  like  duty.  In  the 
fame  manner,  French  fhips  fhall  be 
exempted,  in  the  dominions  of  his 
Britannic  majefly,  from  the  duty  of 
five  flullings,  and  from  every  other 
fimilar  duty  or  charge. 

XVI.  It  fliall  not  be  lawful  for 
any  foreign  privateers,  not  being 
fubjeCts  of  either  crown,  who  have 
commiftions  from  any  other  prince 
or  Rate,  in  enmity  with  either  na¬ 
tion,  to  arm  tEeir  fhips  in  the  ports 
of  either  of  the  faid  two  kingdoms, 
to  fell  what  they  have  taken,  or  in 
any  other  manner  whatever  to  ex¬ 
change  tl  e  fame  ;  neither  fhall  they 
be  allow  ed  even  to  purchafe  victuals, 
except  fuch  as  fliall  be  neceffary  for 
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their  going  to  the  n eared:  port  of 
that  prince  from  whom  they  have 
obtained  c>mmiffion  . 

Art,  XV  II.  When  any  difpute 
fhall  a  if  between  an\  commander 
of  a  hip  and  his  ie'amen,  in  the  parts 
of  either  kingdom,  concerning  wa¬ 
ges  due  to  the  said  feamen,  or  o- 
ther  civ  1  carves  whatever,  the  ma- 
giilrate  of  the  place  nail  require 
no  mor  -  from  the  p  rfon  accufed, 
than  that  he  give  to  t  e  a  cufer  a 
declaration  in  writing,  witneffed  by 
the  magiffrate,  whereby  he  fhali  be 
bound  to  anfwer  that  matter  before 
a  competent  judge  in  his  own  coun¬ 
try  ;  which  bei  g  done,  it  (hall  not 
be  lawful  for  the  feamen  to  defert 
their  fliip,  or  to  hinder  the  com- 
manderfrom  profecuting  his  voyage. 
It  (hall  moreover  be  lawful  for  the 
merchants  in  the  places  of  their  a- 
bode,  or  elfewhere,  to  keep  books 
of  their  accounts  and  affairs,  as 
they  fh all  fee  fit,  and  to  have  an 
intercourfe  of  letters,  in  fuch  lan¬ 
guage  or  idiom  as  they  (hall  chufe, 
without  any  molettation  or  fearch 
whatfoever.  But  if  it  fhould  hap¬ 
pen  to  be  necefTary  for  them  to  pro¬ 
duce  their  books  of  accounts  for 
deciding  any  d  fpute  or  controver- 
fy,  in  fuch  cafe  they  fh  dl  be  ob¬ 
liged  to  bring  into  court  the  entire 
books  or  writings,  but  fo  as  the 
judge  may  not  have  liberty  to  take 
cognizance  of  any  other  articles  in 
the  faid  books  than  fuch  as  fliall 
relate  to  the  affair  in  que:‘ion,  or 
fuch  as  fliall  be  neceffary  to  give 
credit  to  the  faid  books  ;  neither 
fliall  it  be  lawful,  under  any  pre¬ 
tence,  to  take  the  faid  books  <>r 
writings  forcibly  out  of  the  hands 
of  the  awne  s,  or  fo  retain  them, 
the  cafe  of  bankruptcy  on  y  except¬ 
ed.  No>  fhall  the  fubje&s  of  the 
king  of  Great  Britain  be  obliged  to 
write  their  accounts,  letters,  or  o- 
ther  inihuments  relating  to  trade, 


on  (lamped  paper,  except  their  day¬ 
book,  which,  that  it  may  be  pro¬ 
duced  as  evidence  in  any  law-fuit, 
ought,  according  to  the  laws  which 
all  perfons  trading  in  France  are  to 
obferve,  to  he  indorfed  and  attefted 
gratis  by  the  judge,  under  his  own 
hand. 

Art.  XVIII.  It  is  further  agreed 
and  concluded,  that  all  merchants, 
co  mmanders  offliips,  and  others,  the 
fubje  vs  of  the  king  of  Great  Bri¬ 
tain,  in  all  the  dominions  of  his 
moil  Chriftian  majefty  in  Europe, 
fliall  have  full  libert  to  manage 
their  own  affairs  themfelves,  or  to 
commit  them  to  the  management  of 
whomfoever  they  pleafe  ;  nor  fhali 
they  be  obliged  to  employ  any  in¬ 
terpreter  or  broker,  nor  to  pay  them 
any  (alary,  unlefs  they  fhall  chufe 
to  employ  them.  Moreover,  in  af¬ 
ters  of  (hips  fhall  not  be  obliged, 
in  loading  or  unloading  their  fhips, 
to  make  ufe  of  thofe  peffons  who 
may  be  appointed  by  public  autho¬ 
rity  for  that  purpofe,  either  at 
Bourdeaux  or  elfewhere;  but  it 
fliall  be  entirely  free  for  them  to 
load  or  unload  their  fhips  by  them¬ 
felves,  or  to  make  ufe  of  fuch  per- 
fon  or  per  (on s  in  loading  or  unload¬ 
ing  the  fame,  as  they  fliall  think  fit, 
without  the  payment  of  any  reward 
to  any  other  whomfoever ;  neither 
fhall  they  be  forced  to  unload  into 
other  fhips,  or  to  receive  into  their 
own,  any  merchandize  whatever, 
or  to  wait  for  their  lading  any  long¬ 
er  than  they  pleafe.  And  all  the 
fubje&s  of  the  moff  Chriilian  king 
fha  1  reciprocally  have  and  enjoy 
the  fame  privileges  and  liberties,  in 
all  the  dominions  of  his  Britannic 
majeify  in  Europe. 

Art.  XIX. The  fliips  ofeither  party 
being  laden,  failing  along  the  coafts 
of  the  other,  and  being  forced  by 
fform  into  the  havens  or  ports,  or 
making  land  there  in  any  other 
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■manner  whatever,  fhall  not  he  ob¬ 
liged  to  unlade  their  goods,  or  any 
part  thereof,  or  to  pay  any  duty, 
tinlefs  they,  of  their  own  accord, 
unlade  their  goods  there,  and  fell 
feme  part  thereof  But  it  fhall  be 
lawful,  permiffion  having  been  fir  ft' 
obtained  from  thole  who  have  the 
direction  of  maritime  affairs,  to  un¬ 
lade  and  fell  a  fmall  part  of  their 
cargo,  merely  for  the  end  of  pur- 
chafing  neceffaries,  either  for  vic¬ 
tualling  or  refitting  the  fhip  ;  and 
m  that  cafe,  the  whole  lading  fhall 
not  be  fubjeCt  to  pay  the  duties, 
but  that  fmall  part  only  which  fhall 
have  been  taken  out  and  fold. 

Art.  XX.  It  fhall  be  lawful  for  all 
the  fubjedts  of  the  king  of  Great  B  ri¬ 
tain,  and  of  the  moft  Chiiftian 
king,  to  fail  with  their  flips,  with 
perfedi  fecurity  and  liberty,  no  dif- 
tindfion  being  made  who  are  the 
proprietors  of  the  merchandizes  la¬ 
den  thereon,  from  any  port  what¬ 
ever,  to  the  countries  which  are 
now,  or  fliall  be  hereafter  at  war 
with  the  king  of  Great  Britain,  or 
the  moft  Chriftian  kine*  It  fhall 
likewife  be  lawful  for  the  aforefaid 
lubjedts  to  fail  and  traffic  with  their 
flips  and  merchandizes,  with  the 
fame  liberty  and  lecurity,  from  the 
countries,  ports,  and  places  of  thofe 
who  are  enemies  of  both,  or  of  ei¬ 
ther  party,  without  any  oppofition 
or  difturbance  whatfoever,  and  to 
pafs  diredlly  not  only  from  the 
places  of  the  enemy  aforemention¬ 
ed  to  neutral  places,  but  alio  from 
one  place  belonging  to  an  enemy, 
to  another  place  belonging  to  an 
enemy,  whether  they  be  under  the 
jurifdidlion  of  the  fame,  or  of  le- 
veral  princes.  And  as  it  has  been 
ftipulated  concerning  flips  and 
goods,  that  every  thing  fhall  be 
deemed  free,  which  dial  I  be  found 
on  board  the  flips  belonging  to  the 
•  fubjedts  of  the  refpcdliye  kingdoms, 


although  the  whole  lading,  or  part 
thereof,  ftiould  belong  to  the  ene¬ 
mies  of  their  majeflies,  contraband 
goods  being  always  excepted,  on 
the  flopping  of  which,  fuch  pro¬ 
ceedings  fiall  be  had  as  are  con¬ 
formable  to  the  fpirit  of  the  fol- 

.  X 

lowing  articles  ;  it  is  likewife  a- 
greed,  that  the  fame  liberty  be  ex¬ 
tended  to  perfons  who  are  on  board 
a  free  flip,  to  the  end  that,  al¬ 
though  they  be  enemies  to  both,  or 
to  either  party,  they  may  not  be 
taken  out  of  fuch  free  flips,  unlefs 
they  are  foldiers,  actually  in  the 
fervice  of  the  enemies,  and  on  their 
voyage  for  the  purpofe  of  being- 
employed  in  a  military  capacity,  iti 
their  fleets  or  armies. 

Art.  XXL  This  liberty  of  naviga¬ 
tion  and  commerce  fiall  extend  to  all 
kinds  of  merchandizes,  excepting 
thofe  only  which  are  fpecified  in 
the  following  article,  and  which 
are  defended  under  the  name  of 
contraband. 

Art. XXII.  Underthis  name  of  con¬ 
traband,  or  prohibited  goods,  flail 
be  comprehended  arms,  cannon, 
harquebufles,  mortars,  petards, 
bombs,  grenades,  faucifles,  carcaf- 
fes,  carriages  for  cannon,  mul- 
ket-refts,  bandoleers,  gun-powder, 
match,  faltpetre,  ball,  pikes,  {’words, 
head-pieces,  helmets,  cutlaffes,  hal¬ 
berds,  javelins,  holtfers,  belts, 
horfes  and  harnefs,  and  all  other 
like  kinds  of  arms  and  warlike  im¬ 
plements  fit  for  the  ufe  of  troops. 

Art.  XXIII.  Thefe  merchandizes 
which  follow  fhall  not  be  reckoned 
among  contraband  goods,  that  is  to 
fay,  all  forts  of  cloth,  and  all  other 
manufactures  of  wool,  flax,  lilk,  cot¬ 
ton,  or  any  other  materials,  all  kinds 
of  wearing  apparel,  together  with 
the  articles  of  which  they  are  ufu al¬ 
ly  made,  gold,  fiver,  coined  or 
uncoined,  tin,  iron,  lead,  copper, 
brafs,  coals,  as  alfo  wheat  and  bar¬ 
ley, 
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ley,  and  any  other  kind  of  corn 
and  pulfe,  tobacco,  and  all  kinds 
of  fpices,  faked  and  fmoaked  flcfh, 
falted  fifli,  cheefe  and  butter,  beer, 
oil,  wines,  fugar,  all  forts  of  fait, 
and  of  provi lions  which  ferve  for 
fukenance  and  food  to  mankind ; 
alfo  all  kinds  of  cotton,  cordage, 
cables,  fails,  failcloth,  hemp,  tal¬ 
low,  pitch,  tar  and  rofin,  anchors, 
and  any  parts  of  anchors,  flip- 
mails,  planks,  timber  of  all  kinds 
of  trees,  and  all  other  things  pro¬ 
per  either  for  building  or  repairing 
flips.  Nor  fkall  any  other  goods 
wha-ever,  which  have  not  been 
worked  into  the  form  of  any  inkru- 
ment,  or  furniture  for  warlike  ufe, 
by  land  or  by  fe  i,  be  reputed  con- 
tiaband,  much  lefs  fuch  as  have 
been  already  wrought  and  made  up 
for  any  other  purpofe.  All  which 
things  fiall  be  deemed  goods  not 
contraband,  as  likewife  all  others 
which  are  not  comprehended  and 
particularly  defcribed  in  the  pre¬ 
ceding  article  :  fo  that  thev  may  be 
freely  carri  d  by  the  fubjects  of  both 
kingdoms,  even  to  places  belonging 
to  an  enemy,  excepting  only  Inch 
places  as  are  befeged,  blocked  up, 
or  in  veiled. 

A;t.  XXIV.  To  the  end  that  all 
manner  of  diffin  lions  and  quarrels 
may  be  avoided  and  prevented  on 
both  fdes,it  is  agreed,  that  in  cafe  ei¬ 
ther  of  their  majefties  fiould  be  en¬ 
gaged  in  a  war,  the  flips  and  vef- 
fels  belonging  to  the  fubjedts  of  the 
other  fiall  be  furnilhed  with  lea- 
letters  or  pafTports,  expreffing  the 
name,  property,  and  bulk  of  the 
flip,  as  all'o  the  name  and  place  of 
abode  of  the  maker  or  commander 
of  the  faid  flip,  that  it  may  appear 
thereby,  that  the  flip  really  and 
truly  belongs  to  the  fubjedfs  of  one' 
of  the  princes ;  which  pafl ports 
Ihall  be  made  out  and  granted,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  form  annexed  to  the 


prefent  treaty  :  they  fiall  likewife 
be  renewed  every  year,  if  the  flip 
happens  to  return  home  within  the 
fpace  of  a  year.  It  is  alfo  agreed,, 
that  fuch  flips  when  laden  are 
to  be  provided  not  only  with  palL 
ports  as  above  memioned,  but  alfo 
with  certificates  containing  the  fe- 
veral  particulars  of  the  cargo,  the* 
place  from  whence  the  flip  failed, 
and  whither  flic  is  bound,  lb  that  it 
may  be  known  whether  fie  carries 
any  of  the  prohibited  or  contraband- 
goods  fpecided  in  the  XXIId  article 
ot  this  treaty ;  which  certificates 
fiall  be  prepared  by  the  officers  of  the 
place  from  whence  the  flip  fet  fail, 
in  the  accukomed  form.  And  if 
any  one  fiall  think  fit  to  exprefs  in 
the  faid  certificates  the  perfon  to 
whom  the  goods  belong,  he  may 
freely  do  fo. 

Art,  XXV.  The  flips  belonging  to 
the  iubjedfs  and  inhabitants  of  the 
refpedfive  kingdoms,  coming  to  any 
of  the  c, balls  of  either  of  them,  but 
without  being  willing  to  enter  into 
port,  or  being  entered,  yet  not 
willing  to  iand  their  cargoes,  or 
break  bulk,  fiall  not  be  obliged  to 
give  an  account  of  their  lading, 
unlefs  they  are  fufpefled,  upon  fure 
evidence,  ol  carrying  prohibited 
goods,  called  contraband,  to  the 
enemies  of  either  of  the  two  high 
contracting  parties. 

Art.  XXVI.  In  cafe  the  flips  be- 
longing  to  the  laid  fubjedts  and  inha¬ 
bitants  of  the  refpedfive  dominions 
of  their  mok  ferene  majefties,  either 
on  the  coaft,  or  on  the  high  Teas, 
fiall  meet  with  any  men  of  war 
belonging  to  their  mod  ferene  ma* 
jekies,  or  with  privateers,  the  faid 
men  of  war  and  privateers,  for 
preventing  any  inconveniencies,  are 
to  remain  out  of  cannon-fliot,  and 
to  lend  their  boats  to  the  merchant- 
flip  which  may  be  met  with,  and 
fiall  enter  her  to  the  number  of 
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twlo  or  three  men  only,  to  whom 
the  mafter  or  commander  of  fuch 
Clip  or  veffel  fhall  fhew  his  paffpdrf, 
containing  the  proof  of  the  proper¬ 
ty  of  the  fhip,  made  out  according 
to  the  form  annexed  to  this  prefeitt 
treaty  ;  and  the  Ihip  which  {hall 
have  exhibited  the  fame,  fhall  have 
liberty  to  continue  her  voyage,  and 
it  fhall  be  wholly  unlawful  any  way 
to  moleft  or  fearch  her,  or  to 
chafe  or  compel  her  to  alter  her 
courfe. 

Art.  XXVII.  The  merchant  fhips 
belonging  to  the  fubjeds  of  either  of 
the  two  high  con  trading  parties, 
which  intend  to  go  to  a  port  at 
enmity  with  the  other  fovereign, 
concerning  whofe  voyage  and  the 
fort  of  goods  on  board  there  may 
be  juft  caufe  of  fufpicion,  lhall  be 
obliged  to  exhibit,  as  well  on  the 
high  Teas  as  in  the  ports  and  ha¬ 
vens,  not  only  her  paffports,  but 
alfo  her  certificates,  expreffing  that 
the  goods  are  not  of  the  kind  which 
are  contraband,  as  fpecified  in  the 
XXIId  article  of  this  treaty. 

Art.  XXVIII.  If,  on  exhibiting  the 
above  mentioned  certificates,  con¬ 
taining  a  lift  of  the  cargo,  the  other 
party  fhould  difcover  any  goods  of 
that  kind  which  are  declared  con¬ 
traband,  or  prohibited,  by  the  XXI  Id 
article  of  this  treaty,  and  which 
are  defigned  for  a  port  fubjed  to  his 
enemies,  it  fhall  be  unlawful  to 
break  up  or  open  the  hatches, 
chefts,  calks,  bales,  or  other  vef¬ 
lel  s  found  on  board  fuch  fhip  or  to 
remove  even  the  fmalleft  parcel  of 
the  goods,  whether  the  faid  fhip 
belongs  to  the  fubjeds  of  the  king 
of  Great  Britain,  or  of  the  moll 
Chriftian  king,  unlefs  the  lading 
be  brought  on  fiiore,  in  the  pre- 
fence  of  the  officers  of  the  court  of 
admiralty,  and  an  inventory  made 
by  them  of  the  faid  goods :  nor 
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fhall  it  be  lawful  to  fell,  exchange, 
or  alienate  the  fame  in  any  manner, 
unlefs  after  due  and  lawful  procefs 
fhall  have  been  had  again  [I  fuch 
prohibited  goods,  and  the  judges  of 
the  admiralty  refpedively,  fhall,  by 
fentence  pronounced,  have  confif- 
cated  the  fame  ;  faving  always  as 
well  the  fhip  itfelf,  as  the  other 
goods  found  therein,  which  by  this 
treaty  are  to  be  accounted  free  : 
neither  may  they  be  detained  on 
pretence  of  their  being  mixed  wish 
prohibited  goods,  much  lefs  fhall 
they  be  confifcated  as  lawful  prize  : 
and  if,  when  only  part  of  the  cargo 
{hall  con  lift  of  contraband  goods, 
the  mafter  of  the  fhip  fhall  agree, 
confent,  and  offer  to  deliver  them 
to  the  captor  who  has  difcovered 
them,  in  fuch  cafe,  the  captor 
having  received  thofe  goods,  as 
lawful  prize,  fhall  forthwith  releafe 
the  fhip,  and  not  hinder  her,  by 
any  means,  from  profecuting  her 
voyage  to  the  place  of  her  defti- 
nation. 

Art. XXIX.  On  the  contrary  it  is  a - 
greed,  that  whatever  fhall  be  found 
to  be  laden  by  the  fubjeds  and  in¬ 
habitants  of  either  party,  on  any 
fhip  belonging  to  the  enemies  of  the 
other,  although  it  be  not  contra¬ 
band  goods,  fhall  be  confifcated  in 
the  fame  manner  as  if  it  belonged 
to  the  enemy  hiimfelf ;  except  thofe 
goods  and  merchandizes  which 
were  put  on  board  .fuch  fhip  before 
the  declaration  of  war,  or  the  gene¬ 
ral  order  for  reprifals,  or  even  after 
fuch  declaration,  if  it  were  done 
within  the  times  following ;  that 
is  to  fay,  if  they  were  put  on  board 
fuch  fhip  in  any  port  or  place  with¬ 
in  the  fpace  of  two  months  after 
fuch  declaration,  or  order  for  re¬ 
prifals  between  Archangel,  St.  Pe- 
terfburgh,  and  the  Scilly  iflands, 
and  between  the  faid  iflands  and 
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the  city  of  Gibraltar  ;  of  ten  weeks 
in  the  Mediterranean  fea  ;  and  of 
eight  months  in  any  other  country 
or  place  in  the  world  ;  fo  that  the 
goods  of  the  fubjedts  of  either 
prince,  whether  they  be  contra¬ 
band,  or  otherwise,  which,  as  a- 
f’orefaid,  were  put  on  board  any 
fliip  belonging  to  an  enemy  before 
the  war,  or  after  the  declaration  of 
the  fame,  within  the  time  and  li¬ 
mits  above-mentioned,  fliall  no  ways 
be  liable  to  confiscation,  but  fliall 
well  and  truly  be  reftored,  without 
delay,  to  the  proprietors  demand¬ 
ing  the  fame;  provided  neverthe- 
lefb  that,  if  the  faid  merchandizes 
be  contraband,  it  fliall  not  be  any 
ways  lawful  to  carry  them  after¬ 
wards  to  the  ports  belonging  to  the 
enemy. 

Art,  XXX.  And  that  more  abundant 
care  may  be  taken  for  the  fecurity 
of  the  refpedtive  fubjedts  of  their 
mo  ft  ferene  majefties,  to  prevent 
their  buffering  any  injury  by  the 
men  of  war  or  privateers  of  either 
party,  all  the  commanders  of  the 
iliips  of  the  king  of  Great  Britain, 
and  of  the  nlofl:  Chriftian  king,  and 
all  their  fubjecls,  fliall  be  forbid 
doing  any  damage  to  thofe  of  the 
other  party,  or  committing  any 
outrage  againft  them  ;  and  if  they 
a£l  to  the  conti  ary  they  fliall  be 
punifhed,  and  fliall  moreover  be 
bound,  in  their  perfons  and  eftates, 
to  make  fatisfadtion  and  reparation 
for  all  damages,  and  the  intereff 
thereof,  of  what  nature  Ibever. 

Art.  XXXI.  For  this  caufe,  all  com¬ 
manders  of  privateers,  before  they 
receive  their  patents  or  fpecial 
com  millions,  fliall  hereafter  be 
obliged  to  give,  before  a  compe¬ 
tent  judge,  fufficient  fecurity  by 
good  bail,  who  are  refponlible 
men,  and  have  no  intereff  in  the 
faid  lhip,  each  of  whom  fliall  be 
bound  in  the  whole  for  the  fum  of 


thirty-fix  thoufand  livres  Tournols, 
or  fifteen  hundred  pounds  fierling  ; 
or  if  fuch  fliip  be  provided  with 
above  one  hundred  and  fifty  feamen 
or  foldiers,  for  the  fum  of  feventy- 
two  thoufand  livres  Tournois,  or 
three  thoufand  pounds  fterling,  that 
they  will  make  entire  fatisfadlion 
for  all  damages  and  injuries  what¬ 
ever,  which  they,  or  their  officers, 
or  others  in  their  fervice,  may 
commit  during  their  cruize,  con¬ 
trary  to  the  tenor  of  this  prefent 
treaty,  or  the  edidls  made  in  con- 
fequence  thereof  by  their  moft  fe¬ 
rene  majefties,  under  penalty  like- 
wife  of  having  their  patents  and 
fpecial  commiffions  revoked  and 
annulled. 

Art.  XXXII ,  Their  faid  majefties 
being  willing  mutually  to  treat  in 
their  dominions  the  fubjedls  of  each 
other  as  favourably  as  if  they  were 
their  own  fubjedts,  will  give  fuch 
orders  as  fliall  be  neceffary  and 
effedtual,  that  the  judgments  and 
decrees  concerning  prizes  in  the 
courts  of  admiralty  be  given  con¬ 
formably  to  the  rules  of  juftice  and 
equity,  and  to  the  flip ulations  of 
this  treaty,  by  judges  vyho  are 
above  all  fufpicion,  and  who  have 
no  manner  of  intereff  in  the  caufe 
in  difpute. 

Art.  XXXIII.  And  when  the  qua¬ 
lity  of  the  fliip,  goods,  and  mailer, 
fliall  fufficiently  appear,  from  fuch 
paffports  and  certificates,  it  fliall 
not  be  lawful  for  the  commanders 
of  men  of  war  to  exadt  any  further 
proof  under  any  pretext  whatfo- 
ever.  But  if  any  merchant  fliip 
fliall  not  be  provided  with  fuch 
paffports  or  certificates,  then  it 
may  be  examined  by  a  proper  judge, 
but  in  fuch  manner  as,  if  it  fliall 
be  found,  from  other  proofs  and 
documents,  that  it  truly  belongs  to 
the  fubjects  of  one  of  the  fovereigns, 
and  doe3  not  contaiu  any  contra- 
8  band 
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band  goods,  defigned  to  be  carried 
Co  the  enemy  of  the  other,  it  fhall 
not  be  liable  to  conffication,  but 
Ihall  be  rcleafed,  together  with  its 
cargo,  in  order  to  proceed  on  its 
voyage. 

If  the  mafter  of  the  flap  named 
in  the  paffports  fhould  happen  to 
die,  or  be  removed  by  any  other 
caufe,  and  another  put  in  his  place, 
the  fhips  and  goods  laden  thereon 
fhall  neverthelefs  be  equally  ie- 
cure,  and  the  paflports  fhall  re¬ 
main  in  full  force. 

Art.  XXXIV.  It  is  further  provided 
and  agreed,  that  the  fhips  of  either 
of  the  two  nations,  retaken  by  the 
privateers  of  the  other,  fhall  be 
reflored  to  the  former  owner,  if 
they  have  not  been  in  the  power 
of  the  enemy  for  the  fpace  of  four 
and  twenty  hours,  fubjeCt  to  the 
payment,  by  the  faid  owner,  of 
one  third  of  the  value  of  the  {hip 
retaken,  and  of  its  cargo,  guns,  and 
apparel ;  which  third  part  fhall  be 
amicably  adjulled  by  the  parties 
concerned  :  but  if  not,  and  in  cafe 
they  fhould  difagree,  they  fhall 
make  application  to  the  officers  of 
the  admiralty  of  the  place  where 
the  privateer  which  retook  the 
captured  veffel  fhall  have  carried 
her. 

If  the  fhip  retaken  has  been  in 
the  power  of  the  enemy  above  four 
and  twenty  hours,  (he  fhall  wholly 
belong  to  the  privateer  which  re¬ 
took  her. 

In  cafe  of  a  fhip  being  retaken 
by  any  man  of  war  belonging  to 
his  Britannic  majefly,  or  to  Iris 
molt  Chrillian  majefly*  it  fhall  be 
reflored  to  the  former  owmer,  on 
payment  of  the  thirtieth  part  of 
she  value  of  fuch  fhip,  and  of  its 
cargo,  guns,  and  apparel,  if  it  was 
retaken  within  the  four  and  twenty 
hours,  and  the  tenth  part  if  it  was 
retaken  after  the  four  and  twenty 


hours  ;  which  fums  Ihall  be  diflrl* 
buted,  as  a  reward,  among fl  the 
crews  of  the  fliips  which  (hall  have 
retaken  fuch  prize.  The  valuation 
of  the  thirtieth  and  tenth  parts 
above  mentioned  fhall  be  fettled 
conformably  to  the  regulations  in 
the  beginning  of  this  article. 

Arr.  XXXV.  Whenfoever  the  am- 
baffadors  of  either  of  their  faid 
majeflies,  or  other  their  m millers 
having  a  public  character,  and  re¬ 
ading  at  the  court  of  the  other 
prince,  fhall  complain  of  the  in- 
juflice  of  the  femences  which  have 
been  given,  their  majeflies  fhall 
reflectively  caufe  the  fame  to  be 
reviled  and  re-examined  in  their 
cou  ncils,  unlefs  their  councils  fhould 
already  have  decided  thereupon, 
that  it  may  appear,  with  certainty, 
whether  the  directions  and  provi- 
iions  preferibed  in  this  treaty  have 
been  followed  and  obferved.  Their 
majeflies  fhall  likewile  take  care 
that  this  matter  be  effectually  pro¬ 
vided  for,  and  that  jultice  be  done 
to  every  complainant  within  the 
fpace  of  three  months.  However, 
before  or  after  judgment  given,  and 
pending  the  reviiion  thereof,  it 
fhall  not  be  lawful  to  fell  the  goods 
ill  difpute,  or  to  unlade  them,  un¬ 
lefs  with  the  confent  of  the  perfons 
concerned,  for  preventing  any  kind 
oflofs;  and  laws  fhall  be  tnaCled 
on  both  fides  for  the  execution  of 
the  prefent  article. 

Art.  XXXVI.  If  any  differences 
{hall  arife  refpeCling  the  legality  of 
prizes,  fo  that  a  judicial  decifion 
fhould  become  neceffary,  the  judge 
fhall  dire'Cl  the  effeCls  to  be  unla¬ 
den,  an  inventory  and  appraiie- 
ment  to  be  made  thereof,  and  lecu- 
rity  to  be  required  refpeClively 
from  the  captor  for  paying  the 
coils,  in  cafe  the  fhip  fhould  not 
be  declared  lawful  prize  ;  and  from 
the  claimant  for  paying  the  value 
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of  the  prize,  in  cafe  it  fhould  be 
declared  lawful  ;  which  fecurities 
being  given  by  both  parties,  the 
prize  (hall  be  delivered  uo  to  the 
claimant.  But  if  the  claimant 
fhould  refufe  to  give  fufficient  le- 
Curicy,  the  judge  fhall  direct  the 
prize  to  be  delivered  to  the  captor, 
after  having  received  from  him 
good  and  fufficient  fecurity  tor 
paying  the  full  Value  of  the  faid 
prize,  in  cafe  it  (hould  be  adjudged 
illegal.  Nor  ffiall  the  execution  of 
the  ientence  of  the  judge  be  ful- 
pended  bv  reafon  of  any  appeal, 
when  the  party  againft  whom  fuch 
appeal  (hall  be  brought,  whether 
claimant  or  captor,  fhall  have  given 
fufficient  fecurity  tor  reftoring  the 
fill p  or  effects,  or  the  value  of  tuch 
Blip  or  effedts,  to  the  appellant,  in 
cafe  judgment  fhould  be  given  in 
his  favour. 

Art.  XXXVII.  In  cafe  any  Blips  of 
war  or  merchantmen,  forced  by 
ftorms  or  other  accidents,  be  driven 
on  rocks  or  (helves,  on  the  coafts  of 
either  of  the  high  contracting  par¬ 
ties,  and  fhould  there  be  dallied 
to  pieces  and  fill p wrecked  ;  ad  fuch 
parts  of  the  faid  (hips,  or  of  the 
furniture  or  apparel  thereof,  as  alfo 
of  the  goods  and  merchandizes  as 
fhall  be  faved,  or  the  produce 
thereof,  (halt  be  faithfully  reitored, 
upon  the  fame  being  claimed  by 
the  proprietors,  or  their  fadtors, 
duly  authorized,  paying  only  the 
exp'ences  incurred  in  the  prefer  ra¬ 
tion  thereof,  according  to  the  rate 
of  falvage  fettled  on  both  (ides  ; 
having  at  the  fame  time  the  rights 
and  cuftoms  of  each  nation,  the 
aboliti  >n  or  modification  of  which 
fliall  however  be  treated  upon, 
in  the  cafes  where  they  (hall  be 
contrary  to  the  ftipulations  of  the 
preferit  article  ;  and  their  mqeft  es 
will  mutually  interpofe  their  au¬ 
thority,  that  fuch  of  their  fubjedts, 
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as  fliall  be  fo  inhuman  as  to  take 
advantage  of  any  fuch  misfortune, 
may  be  feverely  punifhed. 

Art.  XXXVIII.  It  (hall  be  free  for 
the  lubjedts  of  each  party  to  em¬ 
ploy  fuch  advocates,  attornies^ 
notaries,  folicitors  and  fadtors  as 
they  fliall  think  fit ;  to  which  end 
the  faid  advocates  and  others  above 
mentioned,  fliall  be  appointed  by 
the  ordinary  judges,  if  it  be  need¬ 
ful,  and  the  judges  be  thereunto 
required. 

Art.  XXXIX.  And  for  the  greater 
fecurity  and  liberty  of  commerce 
and  navigation,  it  is  further  agreed, 
that  both  the  king  of  Great  Bri¬ 
tain,  and  the  mo  ft  Chriftian  king, 
(hall  not  only  refufe  to  receive  any 
pirates  or  lea-rovers  whatfoever  in* 
to  any  of  their  havens,  ports,  cities, 
or  towns,  or  permit  any  of  their 
lubjedts,  citizens,  or  inhabitants, 
on  either  parr,  to  receive  or  protect 
them  in  their  ports,  to  harbour 
them  in  their  houfes,  or  to  affift 
them  in  any  manner  whatfoever ; 
but  further  they  fliall  caufe  all  fuch 
pirates  and  fea-rovers,  and  all  per¬ 
il)  ns  who  fliall  receive,  conceal,  or 
affift  them,  to  be  brought  to  condign 
puniftiment,  for  a  terror  and  ex¬ 
ample  to  others.  And  all  their 
(hips,  with  the  goods  or  merchan¬ 
dizes  taken  bv  them,  and  brought 
into  the  ports  of  either  kingdom,, 
fliall  be  (sized  as  far  as  they  can  be 
difeovered,  and  fliall  be  reftored  to 
the  owners,  or  their  fadtors  duly 
authorized  or  deputed  by  them  in 
writing,  proper  evidence  being  f  rft 
given  in  the  court  of  admiralty, 
tor  proving  the  property,  even  in 
cafe  fuch  effedts  (hould  have  palled 
into  other  hands  by  (ale,  if  it  be 
proved  that  the  buyers  knew,  or 
might  have  known,  that  they  had 
been  piratieally  taken.  And  ge¬ 
nerally  all  (hips  and  merchandizes, 
of  what  nature  foever,  which  may 
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be  taken  on  the  high  fens,  fhall  be 
brought  into  fome  port  of  either 
kingdom,  and  delivered  into  the 
cuftody  of  the  officers  of  that  port, 
that  they  may  be  reftored  entire 
to  the  true  proprietor,  as  foon  as 
due  and  fufficient  proof  fhall  have 
been  made  concerning  the  property 
thereof. 

Art.  XL.  Tt  fhall  be  lawful,  as  well 
for  the  fhips  of  vV  r  of  their  roa- 
jefties,  as  for  privateers  belonging 
to  their  fubjedts,  to  carry  whither- 
foever  they  pleafe,  the  fhips  and 
goods  taken  from  their  enemies, 
without  being  obliged  to  pay  any 
fee  to  the  officers  of  the  admiralty, 
or  to  any  judges  whatever;  nor 
fhall  the  faid  prizes,  when  they 
arrive  at  and  enter  the  ports  of  their 
faid  majeilies,  be  detained  or  fei- 
zed  ;  neither  fhall  the  fearchers,  or 
other  officers  of  thoie  places,  vilit 
or  take  cognizance  of  the  validity 
of  fuch  prizes  ;  but  they  fhall  be 
at  liberty  to  hoik  fail  at  any  time, 
to  depart,  and  to  carry  their  prizes 
to  the  place  mentioned  in  the  com- 
miffions  or  patents,  which  the 
commanders  of  fuch  fhips  of  war 
fhall  be  obliged  to  fhew  ;  on  the 
contrary,  no  flicker  or  refuge  fhall 
be  given  in  their  ports  to  fuch  as 
have  made  prize  upon  the  fubje&s 
of  either  of  their  majeilies  ;  but  if 
forced  by  ft  refs  of  weather,  or  the 
dangers  of  the  fea,  to  enter  therein, 
particular  care  fhall  be  taken  to 
iiaften  their  departure,  and  to  caufe 
them  to  retire  from  thence  as  foon 
as  poffible,  as  far  as  it  is  not  re¬ 
pugnant  to  former  treaties  made 
in  this  refpebt  with  other  fovereigns 
or  flares. 

Art.XLL  Neither  of  their  faid  ma- 
jeiiies  fhall  permit  the  fhips  or 
goods-  belonging  to  the  fubjedts  of 
th  e  other  to  be  taken  within  cannon 
fhot  of  the  coaft,  or  in  the  ports 
or  rivers  of  their  dominions,  by 
fhips  of  war,  or  others  having 


coumifiion  from  any  prince,  re¬ 
public,  or  city,  wh  adorer :  but 
in  cafe  it  lliould  fo  happen,  both 
parties  fhall  employ  their  united 
force  to  obtain  reparation  of  the 
damage  thereby  occafioned. 

Art.XLII.  But  if  it  fhall  appear  that 
the  captor  made  life  of  any  kind  of 
torture  upon  the  maker  of  the  {hip,, 
the  crew,  or  others  who  fhall  be 
on  board  any  fliip  belonging  to  the 
fubjecfs  of  the  other  party,  in  fuch 
cafe,  not  only  the  fliip  itfelf,  to¬ 
gether  with  the  per  funs,  merchan¬ 
dizes,  and  goods  whatfoever,  fhall 
be  forthwith  releafed,  without  any 
delay,  and  f  t  entirely  free,  but 
alfo  fuch  as  fhall  be  convidted  of  fo 
enormous  a  crime,  together  with 
their  accomplices  ,  fhall  fuffer  the 
mod  fevcre  punilhment  fuitable  to 
their  offences  :  this  the  king  of 
Great  Britain  and  the  moil  Chrif- 
tian  king  mutually  engage  fhall  he 
obferved,  without  any  refpedt  of 
perfons  whatfoever, 

A  r  t .  X  L 1 1 1 .  T  h  e  i  r  m  a  j  e  ft  i  e  s  fn  a  1 1  r  e  - 
fpediively  be  at  liberty,  for  the  ad¬ 
vantage  of  their  fubjedts  trading  to 
the  kingdoms  and  dominions  of 
either  of  them,  to  appoint  therein 
national  confuls,  who  fhall  enjoy 
the  right,  immunity,  and  liberty 
belonging  to  them,  by  realon  of  their 
duties  and  their  xundtions ;  and 
places  fhall  hereafter  be  agreed 
upon  where  the  faid  confuls  fhall 
be  effablifhed,  as  well  as  the  nature 
#nd  extent  of  their  fdndions.  The 
convention  relative  to  this  point 
fhall  be  concluded  immediately  after 
the  fignature  of  the  prefent  treaty, 
of  which  it  fhall  be  deemed  to  con- 
ftitute  a  part. 

Art.  XLIV.Itisalfo  agreed,  that  in 
whatever  relates  to  the  lading  and 
unlading  of  fhips,  the  l'afety  of 
merchandize,  goods,  and  effedts, 
the  fucceffion  to  perfonal  ekates,  as 
well  as  the  protection  of  individu¬ 
als,  and  their  perfonal  liberty,  as 
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alfo  the  adminiftration  of  juftice, 
the  fubjedts  of  the  two  high  con¬ 
tracting  parties  fhali  enjoy  in  their 
refpe&ive  dominions,  the  fame  pri¬ 
vileges,  liberties,  and  rights,  as 
the  molt  favoured  nation. 

Art.  XLV.  If  hereafter  it  fhali  hap¬ 
pen.  through  inadvertency  or  other- 
wife,  that  any  infractions  or  con¬ 
traventions  of  the  prefent  treaty 
fhould  be  committed  on  either  fide, 
the  friendfhip  and  good  underftand- 
ing  fhali  not  immediately  thereupon 
be  interrupted  ;  but  this  treaty  fhali 
f'ubfift  in  all  its  force,  and  proper 
remedies  fhali  be  procured  for  re¬ 
moving  the  inconveniencies,  as  like- 
wife  for  the  reparation  of  the  con¬ 
traventions  :  and  if  the  fubje&s  of 
either  kingdom  (hall  be  found  guilty 
thereof,  they  only  ihall  be  punifli- 
ed  and  feverely  chaftifed. 

Art.  XLV I.  His  Britannic  majefty 
and  his  moil  Chriftian  majefty  have 
referved  the  right  of  reviling  and  re¬ 
examining  the  feveral  fl  ip  illations 
of  this  treaty,  after  the  term  of 
twelve  years,  to  be  computed  from 
the  day  of  palling  laws  for  its  ex¬ 
ecution  in  Great  Britain  and  Ire¬ 
land  refpeCHvely,  to  pro  pole-  and 
make  fuch  alterations  as  the  times 
and  circumflances  may  have  ren- 
dered  proper  or  necelfary  for  the 
commercial  interefts  of  their  refpec- 
tivc  fubjeCls  :  and  this  reviftem  is 
to  be  completed  in  the  fpace  of 
twelve  months  ;  after  which  term 
the  prefent  treaty  fhali  be  of  no  ef¬ 
fect,  but  in  that  event,  the  good 
harmony  and  friendly  correfpond- 
ence  between  the  two  nations  fhali 
not, fuller  the  lead  diminution. 

Art.  XLVI1.  The  prefent  treaty 
fhali  be  ratified  and  confirmed  by  his 
Britannic  majefly  and  by  his  moft 
Chriftian  majefty,  in  two  months, 
or  fooner,  if  it  can  be  done,  after 
the  exchange  of  lignatures  between 
the  plenipotentiaries. 

In  witnefs  whereof,  we  the  un- 
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derftigned  commifTaries  and 
plenipotentiaries  of  the  king 
of  Great  Britain  and  the  molt 
Chriflian  king,  have  figncd  the 
prefent  treaty  with  our  hands, 
and  have  fet  thereto  the  feals 
of  our  arms. 

Done  at  Verfailles  the  26th  of 
September,  1786. 

Wm.  Eden.  (L.  S.) 

Gerard  de  Rayneval.  (L.S.) 

Form  of  the  Passports  and  Sea- 
letters  which  are  to  he  granted 
hy  the  re  fpeHi've  Admiralties  of  the 
Dominions  of  the  two  Dish  Con - 
trailing  Parties  to  the  Ships  and 
P iffels  failing  frosn  thencey  purfu - 
ant  to  the  i/^th  article  of  the  prefent 
treaty. 

N.  N.  To  all  who  fhali  fee  theft; 
prefents,  greeting.  Be  it  known 
that  we  have  granted  licence  and 
permilfion  to  N.  of  the  ciry  (or 
place)  of  N.  mailer  or  commander 
of  the  fhip  N.  belonging  to  N.  of 
the  port  of  N.  burthen 

tons,  or  thereabouts,  now 
lying  in  the  port  or  haven  of  N.  to 
fail  to  N.  laden  with  N.  the  (hip 
having  been  examined  before  her 
departure,  in  the  ufual  manner,  by 
the  officers  of  the  place  appointed 
for  that  purpofe.  And  the  laid  N. 
or  fuch  other  perfon  as  {liall  hap¬ 
pen  to  fucceed  him,  fhali  produce 
this  licence  in  every  port  or  haven 
which  he  may  enter  with  his  fhip, 
to  the  officers  of  the  place,  and 
fhali  give  a  true  account  to  them 
of  what  fhali  have  palled  or  hap¬ 
pened  during  his  voyage  ;  and  he 
fhali.  carry  the  colours,  arms,  and 
enfigns  of  N.  during  his  voyage. 

Iu  witnefs  whereof,  we  have  lien- 
ed  thefe  prefents,  and  fct  the 
feal  of  our  arms  thereto,  and 
can  fed  the  fame  to  be  couiy- 
terligned  by  N.  at 
day  of 

in  the  year,  &c.  &c. 

"  (GJ 
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Treaty  of  Alliance  and  Commerce  be- 

r  two  ceil  his  Matejly  Frederick  III # 

'  King  of  PruJJia ,  and  the  United 

States  of  America ,  as . ratified  by 

Congrejs ,  Mayy,  17860 

HIS  majefly  the  king-  of  Pruffia 
and  the  United  States  of  America, 
dellring  to  fix,  in  a  permanent  and 
equitable  manner,  the  rules  to  be 
ofeferved  in  the  intercourfe  and 
commerce  they  delire  to  effablifh 
between  their  refpedtive  countries, 
have  judged,  that  the  faid  end  can¬ 
not  be  better  obtained  than  by 
taking  the  mod  perfect  equality 
and  reciprocity  for  the  balls  of 
their  agreement. 

.  With  this  view,  his  majefly  the 
king  of  Pruilia  has  nominated  and 
conflituted,  as  his  plenipotentiary, 
the  baron  Frederic  William  de  Thu- 
lemeyer,  envoy  extraordinary  with 
their  High  Mightineffes  the  States 
General  of  the  United  Netherlands; 
and  the  United  States  have,  on 
their  part,  given  full  powers  to 
John  Adams,  efq.  now  minifter 
plenipotentiary  of  the  United  States 
with  his  Britannic  majefly  ;  Dr. 
Benjamin  Franklin,  and  Thomas 
Jefferfon,  refpedlive  plenipotenti¬ 
aries,  have  concluded  articles,  of 
which  the  following  is  an  abftradt, 
fo  far  as  concerns  the  States  of 
America 

The  fubjedfs  of  his  majefly  the 
king  of  Pruffia  may  frequent  all  the 
coalls  and  countries  of  the  United 
States  of  America*  and  relide  and 
trade  there  in  all  forts  of  produce, 
maqufadtures,  and  merchandize,  and 
fhall  pay  within  the  faid  United 
States  no  other  or  greater  duties, 
charges,  or  fees  whatfoever,  than 
the  mo  ft  favoured  nations  are  or 
fhall  be  obliged  to  pay  ;  and  they 
fhall  enjoy  all  the  rights,  privileges, 
and  exemptions,  in  navigation  and 
commerce,  which  the  mod  favour¬ 
ed  nation  does  or  fhall  enjoy  ;  fub- 


mitring  themfclves  to  the  laws  and 
ufages  there  eftablifhed. 

“  In  like  manner,  the  citizens 
of  the  United  States  of  America 
may  frequent  all  the  coafls  and 
countries  of  his  majefly  the  king  of 
Pruffia,  and  relide  and  trade  there 
i'n  all  forts  of  produce,  manufac¬ 
tures,  and  merchandize,  and  fhall 
pay  in  the  dominions  of  his  laid 
majefly  no  other  or  greater  duties, 
charges,  or  fees  whatfoever,  than 
the  moll  favoured  nation  is  or  fhall 
be  obliged  to  pay  ;  and  they  fhall 
enjoy  all  the  rights,  privileges,  and 
exemptions,  in  navigation  and  com¬ 
merce,  which  the  moft  favoured 
nation  does  or  fhall  enjoy  ;  fub- 
mitting  themfelves  as  a  lore  laid. 

Each  party  fhall  have  a  right  to 
carry  their  own  produce,  manu¬ 
factures,  and  merchandize,  in  their 
own  or  any  other  veffels,  to  any 
parts  of  the  dominions  of  the  other, 
where  it  fhall  be  lawful  for  ail  the 
fubjeSts  or  citizens  of  that  other 
freely  to  pur-chafe  them  ;  and 
thence  to  take  the  produce,  manu¬ 
factures,  and  merchandize  of  the 
other,  which  all  the  faid  citizens 
©r  fubjecls  fli » 11  in  like  manner  be 
free  to  fell,  paying  in  both  cafes 
fuch  duties,  charges,  and  fees  only, 
as  are  or  fhall  be  paid  by  the  moil 
favoured  nation. 

Each  party  fhall  endeavour  to 
protect  and  defend  all  vefthls,  and 
other  effeefts,  belonging  to  tffi e  ci¬ 
tizens  or  fubjeCts  of  the  other, 
which  fhall  be  within  the  extent  of 
their  jurifdidtion  by  Tea  or  land  ; 
and  fhall  ufe  all  their  efforts  to 
recover,  and  caufe  to  be  rellored  to 
their  right  owners,  their  veffels  and 
effects  which  fhall  be  taken  from 
them  within  the  extent  of  their  faid 
jui  ifdidtion. 

If  one  of  the  contracting  parties 
fhould  be  engaged  in  war  with 

o  o 

other  powers,  the  free  intercourfe 

and 
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trad  commerce  of  the  fubjedts  or 
cidz<  ns  of  the  party  remaining 
neuter,  with  the  belligerent ‘powers, 
fhall  not  be  interrupted.  On  the 
contrary,  in  that  cafe,  as  in  full 
peace*  the  veifels  of  the.  neutral 
party  may  navigate  freely  to  and 
from  the  ports,  and  on  the  coafts  of 
the  belligerent  parties,  free  veffels 
making  free  goods,  infomuch,  that 
all  things  fhdi  be  adjudged  free 
which  fhall  be  on  board  any  veil  el 
belonging  to  the  neutral  party,  al¬ 
though  fuch  things  belong  to  an 
enemy  of  the  other  ;  and  the  fame 
freedom  fhall  be  extended  to  per¬ 
forms  who  fhall  be  on  board  a  free 
veffel,: -although  they  fliould  be 
enemies  to  the  other  party,  unlefs 
they  be  foldiers  in  actual  ferviee  of 
fuch  enemy. 

In  the  fame  cafe  of  one  of  the 
contracting  parties  being  engaged 
in  war  with  anv  other  power— -to 
prevent  all  the  difficulties  and  mif- 
nnderftandmgs  which  usually  ariie 
refpecting  the  merchandize  hereto¬ 
fore  called  contraband,*  fuch  as 
arms,  ammunition,  and  military 
Stores  of  every  kind  —  no  fuch  ar¬ 
ticles  carried  in  the  veifels,  or  by 
the  fuhjeCts  or  citizens  of  one  of 
the  parties  to  the  enemies  of  the 
other,  fhall  be  deemed  contraband, 
•fo  as  to  induce  confiication  or  con¬ 
demnation,  and  a  lofs  of  property 
to  individuals.  But  in  the  cafe 
fuppofed — of  a  veflel  hopped  for 
the  articles  heretofore  deemed  con¬ 
traband,  if  the  mailer  of  the  veffel 
flopped  will  deliver  out  the  goods 
fuppofed  to  be  of  contraband  na¬ 
ture,  he  fhall  be  admitted  to  do  it, 
and  the  velfel  fhall  not  in  that  cafe 
be  carried  into  anv  p  ut,  nor  fur¬ 
ther  detained,  but  fhall  be  allowed 
to  proceed  on  her  voyage. 

If  the  contracting  parties  fhall 
be  engaged  in  war  a  gain  if  a  com¬ 
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mon  enemy,  the  following  points 
fhall  be  obferved  between  them. 

1  ft,  If  a  veffel  of  one  of  the 
parties,  retaken  by  a  prigateer  of 
the  other,  fhall  not  have  been  in 
poffeffion  of  the  enemy  more  than 
twenty-four  hours,  fhe  fhall  be  re~ 
ftored  to  the  firft  owner  for  one 
third  of  the  value  of  the  veffel  and 
cargo ;  .but  if  fhe  fhall  have  been 
more  than  twenty-four  hours  in 
poffeflion  of  the  enemy,  file  fhall 
belong  wholly  to  the  re -captor. 
2d,  If  in  the  lame  Cafe  the  re-cap-* 
ture  were  by  a  public  vefill  of  war 
of  the  one  party,  reflit ution  fhall 
be  made  to  the  owner  of  one  thir¬ 
tieth  part  of  the  veffel  and  cargo,  if 
fhe  fhall  not  have  been  in  the  pof¬ 
feffion  of  the.  enemy  more  than 
twenty-four  hours  ,*  and  "one  tenth 
of  the  faid  value  where  file  fhall 
have  been  longer  ;1  which  fums 
(lull  be  diftribut  ;ed  in  gratuities  to 
the  re-captors.  3d,  The  reflitution 
in  the  cafes  aforefaid  fhall  be  after 
due  proof  of  property,  and  furety 
given  for  the  part  to  which  the  re- 
captors  are  entitled."  4th,  The 
veffels  of  war,  public  and  private, 
of  the  two  parties,  fhall  be  reci¬ 
procally  admitted  with  their  prizes 
into  the  refpecHve  ports  oF  each  ; 
but  the  faid  priz.es  .{hall  not  be  dif* 
charged  nor  fold  rhere,  until  their 
legality  fliall  have  been  decided  ac- 
cor  ing  to  the  laws  and -regulation's 
of  the  date  to  which  the  captors 
belong,  but  by  the  judicators  of 
the  place  into  which  the  prize  fliall 
have  been  conducted.  5 th.  It  fhall 
be  free  to  each  party  to  make  fuch 
regulations  as  they  fhall  judge  ne- 
cejfary  for  the  conduct  of  their 
refpeCtive  veffels  of  war,  public  or 
private,  relative  to  the  veffels  which 
they  fhall  take  and  carry  into  the 
ports  of  the  two  parties. 

Where  the  parties  fhall  have  a 
( Q  2 )  common. 
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common  enemy*  of  {hall  both  he 
neutral,  the  veilels  of  war  of  each 
{lull  upon  all  occalions  take  under 
their  protection  the  veifels  of  the 
other  going  the  fame  courfe,  and 
fliall  defend  fuch  veilels  as  long  as 
they  hold  the  fame  courfe,  again  it 
all  force  and  violence,  in  the  fame 
manner  as  they  ought  to  protect 
and  defend  veilels  belonging  to  the 
party  of  which  they  are. 

If  war  ihould  arife  between  the 
two  Gont racing  parties,  the  mer¬ 
chants  of  either  country,  then  re¬ 
ading  in  the  ocher,  lliall  be  allowed 
to  remain  nine  months  to  collect 
their  debts  and  fettle  their  affairs, 
and  may  depart  freely,  carrying  off 
all  their  effects  without  mole  bat  ion 
or  hinderaaee. 

This  treaty  {hall  be  in  force  du¬ 
ring  the  term  of  ten  ye  art  from  the 
exchange  of  ratifications  ; 

(Signed) 

F.  G.  de  Thulemeyer,  a  la  Haye, 
le  10  Septembie  1785. 

Tho.  Jefferson,  Paris,  July  28, 

l785* 

B.  r  ran  Klin,  Pally,  July  9, 
1785. 

John.  Adams’,  London,  Aug u ft  5, 

1  78_s- 

Now  know  ye,  that  we  the  Paid 
United  States  in  congrefsaffembled, 
having  confidercd  and  approved, 
do  hereby  ratify  and  confirm  the 
laid  treaty.  Witnefs  the  non.  -Na¬ 
thaniel  Gotham,  our  chairman,  in 
the  able  nee  of  his  excellency  John 
Hancock,  our  preiident,  the  7th 
day  of  May,  in  the  year  of  our 
Lord  1786,  and  of  our  independ¬ 
ence  and  fovereignty  the  tenth. 

Memorial  prefented  by  Sir  James 
Harris ,  A.  to  the  States  Ge¬ 
neral  of  the  United  Provinces ,  on 
the  \th  .of  July ,  1786. 

High  and  Mighty  Lords, 
ALL  the  fteps  which  his  Britannic 
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Majeily  has  taken  refpedting  your 
High  Mightineftes  lince  the  happy 
epoch  of  the  peace,  have  had  no 
other  objedt  than  to  give  the  moil 
undoubted  proofs  of  the  lincere 
friendfhip  which  he  entertained  to¬ 
wards  you. 

He  has  f offered  no  occafion  to 
efcape  that  could  renew  the  harmo* 
»y  which,  for  the  {pace  of  a  cen¬ 
tury,  contributed  fo  much  to  the 
profperity  of  each  ;  and  it  has  been, 
his  particular  lludy  to  efface  all 
traces  of  the  unhappy  diflenhons 
which,  for  a  little  time,  interrupt¬ 
ed  that  good  underftanding. 

His  majeily  has  carefully  refrain¬ 
ed  from  doing  any  thing  that  could 
in  the  fmalleil  degree  influence  the 
interior  deliberation  of  the  States  * 
and  although  not  infenfible  of  the 
troubles  which  have  agitated  the 
country,  the  kin?  has  thought  it 
right  to  confine  himfeif  to  expreff- 
mg  his  willies  for  its  profperity,  and 
for  the  re-ebablifhment  of  concord. 

But  fince  two  refpedtable  powers, 
friends  and  neighbours  of  the  re¬ 
public,  have  declared  to  your  High 
Mightineftes  their  fentiments  on  the 
adtual  ftate  of  affairs,  the  king,  my 
mafter,  would  look  upon  himfeif 
as  wanting  in  thofe  with  which  he 
has  been  always  animated^  if  he 
delayed  to  exprefs  the  lincere  with¬ 
es  he  feds  for  the  internal  and  ex¬ 
ternal  tranquillity  of  the  Repub¬ 
lic,  as. well  as  for  the  maintenance 
of  its  conditutioo. 

The  king  thinks  it  his  duty  at 
the  fametiroe  to  declare,  that  no¬ 
thing  cam  be  more  oppodte  to  his 
fentiments  than  to  give  an  example 
fo  dangerous  to  the  tranquillity  and 
independence  of  the  United  Pro¬ 
vinces  as  the  interference  of  any 
foreign  power  in  the  internal  af¬ 
fairs  of  the  Republic,  the  manage¬ 
ment  and  direction  of  which  his 
majefty  withes  tp  prefer  ye  uncon- 
*  trolled 
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trolled  in  the  hands  of  thofe  to  holder,  governor,  or  captain  ge* 
whom  it  has  been  committed  by  the  neral  of  this  province,  but  which 


conhitution,  and  found  by  thofe 
principles  effablifhed  by  the  unani¬ 
mous  confent  of  the  nation. 

His  majefty  will  never  have  any 
oiher  object  than  to  obferve  the 
moil  impartial  conduct,  fuck  as  may 
be  naturally  expected  from  a  good 
neighbour  and  friend,  to  whom  the 
interells  of  the  proteftant  religion, 
of  the  commerce  and  local  fituatiom 
of  the  two  countries,  as  well  as  the 
ties  of  kindred  with  the  prince  to 
whom  your  High  Mightmeffes  have 
-entru tied  the  important  charge  of 
the  State,  fd  effentially  engage  to 
prevent  any  injury  being  offered  t© 
the  independence  of  the  Repub« 
4ic.” 

(Signed)  . 

Sir  Jam.es  Harris., 


The  Prince  of  Orange's  Letter  to  the 
States  of  the  Province  of  Holland^ 
Jen t  Sept,  3,,  1786,  071  the  Subject 
af  their  late  ReJ'olutidJi  vjitf  re¬ 
gard  to  the  Command  of  the  Garri- - 
fon  o  f  the  Hague, 

Noble  and  potent  lords,  our 
very  g6od  friends. 

Wfi  have  received  the  refolution 
lof  your  noble  and  great  mighti- 
■neffes,  in  which  you  repeat  and 
•confirm  a  refolution  taken  on  the 
4th  and-^th  of  March,  1672,  with 
■regard  to  the  command  of  the  gar- 
info  n  of  the  Hague,  and  cannot 
.conceal  our  fnrprife  that  your  no¬ 
lle  and  great  mightineffes  fhould 
have  thought  proper,  on  a  majori¬ 
ty  of  no  more  than  a  (ingle  voice, 
ltd  come  to  a  refolution  notorioully 
injurious  to  our  perfon,  as  well  as 
to  the  high  dignities  hereditarily 
fettled  upon  our  family  by  your  no- 
hie  and  great  mightineffes,  by  con¬ 
firming  a  refolution  taken  at  a  time 
M'hcn'  there  not  only  was  do  fladt- 


was  entered  into  tor  the  exprefs 
purpofe  of  preventing  any  perfon 
from  arrogating  to  himfelf,  under 
another  title,  what  was  effablifhed 
to  belong  to  the  office  of  ftadthold- 
er,  governor,  and  captain-general 
of  the  faid  province. 

YVc  have  not  the  leaft  defign, 
noble  and  porent  lords,  to  queiliom 
the  fuperiority  of  your  noble  a-ad 
great  mightineffes  over  the  mili¬ 
tary,  as  well  of  the  whole-province 
as  the  garri  fon  of  the  Hague.  We 
acknowledge  as  frankly  as  any  per¬ 
fon,  the  power  of  the  fovereign  to 
execute  perfonally,  if  need  be,  thofe 
high  offices,  of  which  it  had  en¬ 
tru  tied  the  exetcife  in  its  name  to 
other  colleges  or  perfons. 

By  the  memorial  which  we  had 
the  honour -to  addrefs  to  your  no¬ 
ble  and  great  mightineffes,  on  the 
4th  of  lath  December  in  mainten¬ 
ance  of  our  right,  we  declared  m 
the  moll  precile  terms,  and  again 
declare  this  day,  that  we  never 
could  fuppofe  ©urTelves  in  veiled 
with  a  power  equal,  much  kfs  fu- 
perior  to  that  of  the  hates  over  (he 
military.,  and  that  we  might  act 
according  to  bur  own  pleafure  and 
independently  of  the  fovereign,  or 
make  regulations  contrary  to  its  or¬ 
ders  and  approbation,  which  might 
any  ways  tend  to  thwart  its  fu pre- 
mi  acy,  or  prove  an  ob (lade  to  its 
refolutions. 

It  appears  then  by  this  fine  ere 
acknowledgment  of  t a  e  fovereignty 
of  your  noble  and  great  mighti¬ 
neffes,  that  fhould  the  cafe  exift 
that  an  hereditary  ftadtholder,  he¬ 
reditary  governor,  or  captain-gene¬ 
ral,  fo  far  forget  himfelf,  as  to 
turn  the  authority  veiled  in  him  by 
your  noble  and  great  mightineffes 
to  the  hurt  of  the  true  interells  of 
the  country,  and  therefore  to  thwart 
_(G  3)  th.e 
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the  intention  of  the  fo-vercign,  we 
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fuch  a  manner,  as  that  the  whole 
nation  could  veil  with  the  necelfary 
certainty,  affedtion,  and  confidence 


lay  it  down  for  a  certain  maxim, 
that  your  noble  and  great  mighti- 
neffes  have  the  right  and  power  to 
take  order  in  the  matter  for  your 
own  authority  and  fafety  in  an  ef¬ 
fectual  manner;  which  right  is  not 
limited  to  giying  orders'  to  the  mi* 
litary  in  the  place  of  refidence  ot 
your  noble  and  great  mightineffes, 
but  extends  over  all  the  military  in 
your  territory.  Yet  we  entertain 
fo  refpedfful  an  idea  of  the  juflice 
of  the  foverejgn  as  to  be  confident 
this  would  never  take  plac-,  except 
there  were  plaufible  proofs  of  the 
delegated  authority  having  been 
abuied,' 

None  fuch  have  at  any  time  been 
produced  againft  us,  and  in  truth 
never  will  be,  as  we  have  always 
made  it  .  a  duty  and  a  pleafure  to 
fulfil  the  views  of  your  noble  and 
great  mightineffes  in  our  offices  in 
your  province  with  all  the  zeal  m 
our  power  ;  and  if  your  noble  and 
great  mightineffes  had  had  any  dif- 
content.  or  miffrufl  on  that  head, 
we  have  a  right  to  hope  that  you 
would  not  have  failed  to  inform  us 
of  iu 

But  this  never  having  been  done, 
and  your  noble  and  great  mighti- 
jieffes  having;,  notwithflanding, 
thought  proper  to  deprive  us  by 
your  refoiution  of  a  right  which 
has  always  belonged  to  the  offices 
\ve  exercife  in  your  name,  we  can¬ 
not  be  contented  with  the  faid  re¬ 
foiution,  faving  all  the  refpeCt  we 
pay  to  the  orders  of  your  noble 
and  great  mightineffes,  nor  lilently 
acquiefce  in  it,  as  that  would  be 
tantamount  to  an  open  declaration, 
that  we  fet  no  value  on  your  con¬ 
fidence,  or  our  own  honour,  and 
are,  therefore,  incapable  of  exer- 
cifing  the  other  no  lefs  important 
departments  of  the  high  offices 
which  have  devolved  upon  us,  in 


on  our  care. 

Let  not  your  noble  and  great 
mightinefies  therefore  be  difp  leafed 
that  we  continue  to  confider  fuch  a 
refoiution  (which  reflects  fo  great 
difhonour  on  the  fidelity  or  the 
houfe  from  whb  h  we  are  defeended, 
and  in  whofe  heps  we  have  always- 
endeavoured  to  tread)  as  null  and 
void,  faving  the  refpe.dt  due  to  all 
thofe  refolutions  of  your  noble  and 
great  mightineffes  by  which  neither 
our  honour  nor  rights  are  attacked. 

In  the  mean  time  thefe  circum- 
fiances  furnifh  us  with  a  frefli  occa-? 
lion,  to  our  greater  regret,  of  pour¬ 
ing  into  the  bofom  of  your  noble 
and  great  mightineffes,  and  laying 
before  the  nation  in  general,  the 
part  which  is  not  prejudiced,  our 
complaints  with  regard  to  the  inju¬ 
rious  fufpicions  which  have  for 
fome  time  been  conceived,  and  are 
every  day  excited  more  violently. 
We  have  already  at  various  times 
repeated  thefe  complaints/ and  par¬ 
ticularly  in  our  miffive  of  April  26, 
1784,  directed  to  your  noble  and 
great  mightineffes,  and  the  other 
confederates.  We  there  declared, 
in  the  mod  unreferved  manner, 
that  we  defired  nothing  fo  ardently 
as  to  employ  the.  legal  power  which 
was  entrufled  aad  confided  to  us  in 
the  maintenance  of  the  liberty,  the 
peace,  and  increafe  of  the  profpe- 
rity  and  welfare  of  the  -country; 
that  we  were  very  far  from  w idling 
to  extend  that  power  beyond-  its 
legal  bounds ;  and  that  we  defire* 
nothing  more  than  to  remain  in  un- 
difhirbed  poffeffion  of  the  preroga¬ 
tives  and  pre-eminences  attached 
to  our  dignities,  of  which  a  fladt- 
holder  cannot  be  deprived  but  when 
the  general  welfare  is  at  flake.  And 
this  we  did  with  a  fincere  expecta¬ 
tion* 
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{ion,  as  we  mentioned  in  the  mif- 
jive  above  alluded  to,  of  receiving 
fuch  an  anfwer  to  our  propofal  as 
would  furnifh  us  with  an  opportu¬ 
nity  of  giving  convincing  proofs  of 
our  defire  to  do  every  thinp-  on  our 
part  for  the  folid  re-eftablifhment  of 
internal  tranquillity,  harmony  be¬ 
tween  the  members  of  the  regency, 
and  confidence  between  the  regents 
and  the  citizens. 

It  grieves  us,  noble  and  potent 
lords,  to  be  obliged  to  fay  that  we 
have  been  difappointed  in  our  hopes, 
no  anfwer  having  been  returned  by 
you  to  that  miliive,  and  thus  have 
we  been  deprived  of  an  opportuni¬ 
ty  of  {hewing  by  deeds  in  leveral 
particular  cafes  what  We  had  endea¬ 
voured  to  exp  refs  by  fincere  decla¬ 
rations. 

Our  ft  •ntiments  are  fiill  inviolably 
the  fame,  and  therefore  we  here  re¬ 
peat  thefe  expreffions,  and  fhall  ex- 
pedl  from  the  juilice  and  true  pa- 
triotifm  of  your  noble  and  great 
mightinefles,  that  you  will  at  laffc 
lend  an  ear  to, them,  that  a  path 
may  be  opened  for  putting  an  end 
to  the  unhappy  divisions  and  corn- 
bullions,  in  confequence  of  which 
our  country  is  finking  into  total 
perdition.  Wherefore,  &c. 

(Signed) 

William,  Prince  of  Orange. 


The  Prince  of  Orange’s  Letter  to  the 
States  of  the  Province  of  Holland, 
fent  September  26,  1 7  K  6,  in  anfwer 
to  thei r  Not  f cation  of  his  S ufpenfion 
f  am  the  Office  of  Captain-general. 
Noble,  great,  and  mighty  lords, 
and  particularly  good  friends! 
IT  is  with  the  utmoii  concern  we 
have  fecn  by  the  letter  and  refolu- 
tion  of  your  noble  and  great  mighti- 
nelfes,  dated  the  azd  inftant,  that 
you  are  pleafed  to  per  fill  provilion- 
ally,  and  without  prejudice  to  the 
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further  deliberations  of  your  noble 
and  great  mightinefles,  in  the  va* 
rious  orders  iflued  out  concerning 
the  troops  ol  that  flate,  by  which 
they  have  been  relieved,  till  fur¬ 
ther  orders,  from  that  part  of  the 
oath  which  bound  them  to  our  o- 
bedience  as  captain-general  of 
Holland  and  Weft  Friefland,  but 
which  orders  your  noble  and  great 
mightinefles  did  not  think  proper  to 
impart  to  us  in  our  aforefaid  quali¬ 
ty,  whilfl  you  iulpend  provifion- 
ally  the  effect  of  your  refolution  of 
the  8th  of  March,  1766,  which 
in  veiled  us  as  captain-general  of 
your  province  by  efpecial  delega-* 
tion,  with  power  to  difpofe  of  all 
military  employments,  from  the 
e align  to  the  colonel  inclufively, 
ferving  in  the  militia  or  troops  with¬ 
in  your  jurifdi&ion. 

We  cannot  but  be  fenfibly  hurt 
at  the  aforefaid  refolution,  fince  its 
effect  is  to  deprive  us  of  a  right 
which  has  been  allowed  and  fecured 
to  us  by  the  unanimous  vote  of 
all  the  members  of  the  flate,  by 
appointing  us  captain-general  he¬ 
reditary  of  Holland  and  Weft  Frief¬ 
land.  We  might  here  claim  the 
immediate  effect  of  fuch  a  refolit- 
tion,  which  as  it  had  been  entered 
into  nem.  con.  cannot,  fuppofin'g 
it  to  be  revocable,  be  cancelled,  or 
even  fufpended,  without  the  like 
unanimity.  But  what  goes  ftill 
nearer  to  our  heart,  and  on  which 
we  cannot  remain  filent,  is  the  mo¬ 
tives  you  are  pleafed  to  adduce  in 
fupport  of  your  laft  refolution, 
namely,  that  it  has  been  taken  with 
a  view  to  obviate  our  influence  as 
captain-general  over  the  laid  troops, 
and  the  manner  of  directing  them, 
which  is  incompatible  with  the 
fafety  of  your  province,  and  the 
meafures  adopted  to  fecure  it. 

We  might,  without  failing  in 
what  we  owe  to  your  noble  and 
(G  4)  great 
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great  mightineffes,  and  in  as  ear¬ 
ned  a  manner  as  befits  a  matter  of 
fu'cli  high  importance,  that  con¬ 
cerns  our  honour  and  good  name, 
requeft  you  would  be  pleafed  to 
communicate  to  us  the  reafons  of 
the  mifiruH  your  noble  and  great 
mightineiies  entertain  of  our  influ¬ 
ence  and  direction  of  the  provin¬ 
cial  troops,  and  then  you  would 
find  that  we  have  it  fufficiently  in 
our  power  to  convince  your  noble 
and  great  mightineffes,  how  ground- 
lefs  are  both  your  apprehenllons 
and  the  malicious  hints  thrown  out 
by  certain  perfons,  ill-dlfpofed  to¬ 
wards  the  country  and  ourfelves. 
But  we  are  perfectly  eafy  and  fe- 
cured  that  nothing  can  be  alleged 
with  truth  againfl  us,  by  which  we 
fhould  have  deferved  to  forfeit  the 
confidence  of  your  noble  and  great 
mightineiies.  And  we  can  vouch 
before  God,  you rfe Ives,  all  the 
citizens  of  the  Netherlands,  nay, 
and  before  all  the  world,  that  in 
this  regard  our  conscience  is  per- 
fedlly  irreproachable.  Under  plea- 
f u  re  of  your^  noble  and  great 
mightineiies,  we  cannot  but  de¬ 
clare,  fince  our  honour,  dearer  to 
us  than  life,  hands  impeached,  that 
we  cannot  remain  under  fuch  a 
blame  and  ftigma,  reful ting  from 
the  tokens  of  diflnUl  given  us  by 
your  noble  and  great  mightineffes, 
and  eipecially  by  your  recent  relb- 
lution,  and  it  is  a  duty  we  owe  to 
the  race  from  whence  w  e  fpring,  to 
the  royal  houfe  to  which  we  haye 
the  hononr  to  be  allied,  to  their 
high  mightineiies,  to  the  refpedfive 
provinces  to  whole  fervice  we  are 
bound  by  the  employments  w  e  hold 
by  hereditary  right,  and  to  our¬ 
felves,  in  fine,  to  clear  ourfelves 
from  fuch  an  afperfion  ;  that,  con- 
fcious  of  our  innocence,  from  any 
failure  of  our  plighted  faith  to  your 
jioble  and  great  mightineiies,  as 
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well  as  to  the  provinces  of  Holland 
and  Well  Frielland,  by  the  oath 
taken  by  us  as  fiadtholder,  govern¬ 
or,  capt.iin-general,  and  heredita¬ 
ry  admiral  of  your  province,  when 
we  undertook  to  a6t  in  thole  capa¬ 
cities  ;  we  are  juftified  in  iuppofing 
that  nothing  pofitive  hath  been  laid 
to  our  charge,  and  that  all  the  heps 
taken  againit  us  are  merely  the  re- 
fult  of  lome  members  of  your  af- 
fembly  having  too  readily  lent  an 
ear  to  the  reports  of  perfons  un¬ 
worthy  of  their  confidence,  and 
whofe  foie  aim  is  to  abridge  our 
lawful  prerogative?,  and  thofe  of 
our  houfe,  granted  by  your  noble 
and  great  mightineiies,  and  enjoy¬ 
ed  by  the  fladtholders  and  captain- 
generals  our  predecelfors,  or  even  to 
bring  about  a  total  alteration  in  the 
lawful  and  edablifhed  confiitution  of 
thofe  countries,  entirely  abolifu  the 
lladtholderlhip,  or  lo  contrive  it, 
that  the  above  dignity  fhould  be¬ 
come  completely  ufeleis  to  our  dear 
country,  and  its  good  citizens. 
Mean  while  we  reserve  to  ourfelves 
the  choice  of  fuch  further  meafurcs 
for  our  juilification  as  to  us  may 
feem  bell. 

Here  we  might  conclude,  did  we 
not  think  it  neceffary  to  proteiloriGe 
more,  that  we  never  have  done,  or 
even  attempted  any  thing  that  we 
juffly  might  look  upon  as  deroga¬ 
tory  to  the  real  concerns  of  the 
United  Provinces  in  general,  or  lit 
particular  to  the  Hates  of  Holland 
and  Well  Frielland,  and  that  we 
delire  nothing  better  than  to  be 
put  to  the  tell  of  giving  effedlual 
proofs  of  the  true  love  we  bear  to 
the  country,  having  nothing  more 
at  heart  than  the  prolperity  of  the 
United-  Provinces,  and  eipecially 
that  of  the  province  under  the  ju- 
xifdidtion  of  your  noble  and  great 
mightineffes,  wherein  we  wrcre  born 
an$  brought  up,  and  that  our  firll 
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warmefl  wilh  is,  to  become  in  the 
hands  of  the  Almighty,  a  fit  inftru- 
meat  to  contribute  to  the  welfare  or 
the  country. 

Wherefore,  &c. 

(S:gned) 

William,  Prince  of  Orange. 

— — « - - — - -  IJ  '  '  "  1  111  ‘ 

The  King  of  Prujjta  $  Tetter  to  the 
States  General  of  the  United  Pro - 
v'nces,  delivered  on  the  18  th  of 
September ,  1786,  by  the  Count  de 
Goertz ,  bis  Majejty’s  Envoy  Ex¬ 
traordinary* 

WE,  Frederic  William,  by  the 
grace  of  God,  king  of  Pruffia, 
marquis  of  Brandenburgh,  &c.  &c. 
to  their  High  Mightineffes  the 
States  of  the  United  Provinces  of 
the  Low  Countries,  with  offers  of 
friendftiip,  and  every  good  thing  in 
our  power. 

High  and  mighty  lords,  particular 
good  friends  and  neighbours. 
As  it  has  pleafed  providence  to 
call  to  himfelf  our  much  honoured 
and  loved  uncle  Frederic  the  Third, 
late  king  of  Pruffia,  by  which  we 
iucceed  to  the  government  of  the 
eftates  which  he  left,  we  have 
thought  proper  to  fend  to  your 
high  mightineffes,  in  quality  of 
envoy  extraordinary,  our  minhler 
of  fiate  and  gran d-m after  of  the 
wardrobe,  the  comte  de  Goertz,  to 
crive  your  high  mightineffes  a 
proof  of  our  efteem,  and  that  he 
may  by  word  of  mouth  communi¬ 
cate  to  you  how  defirous  we  are  to 
continue  in  that  friend  flfip  and  har¬ 
mony  with  the  republic  of  the 
Seven  United  Provinces,  which  has 
been  tranfmitted  down  to  its  by  our 
anceitors  for  centuries ;  ;md(alib~to 
demonftrate  the  warm  pirt  we  take 
in  the  unhappy  diffen  lions  which 
have  lb  long  divided  fame  of  the 
provinces,  and  particularly  tffiofe 
which  have  arifen  betweejvforafc  of 
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them  and  the  ftadtholder,  prince  of 
Orange  and  N  a  flail,  and  the  very 
extraordinary  oppreifions  which 
that  prince  is  innocently  obliged  to 
fuffer.  We  will  not  detain  your 
high  migntineffes  with  any  ample 
detail  on  that  fubjedf,  as  his  high- 
nefs  the  prince  ftadtholder  has,  in. 
feveral  different  letters  ro  the  dates 
of  Holland  and  Weft- Frie fland,  ex¬ 
plained  in  a  very  ample  and  con¬ 
vincing  manner  the  hardnefs  of 
taking  from  him  his  prerogatives  ; 
but  we  would  rather  refer  to  the 
letter  lent  by  our  predeceffor  on  the 
1 8th  of  September,  1785,  (See  KoL 
PI.  page  97.)  as  well  to  your 
high  mightinelfes  as  to  the  ftates  of 
Holland  and  Weft  -  Friefland,  the 
concents  of  which  well-intentioned 
letter  we  ferioufly  confirm  and  re¬ 
new,  repeating  the  amicable  requeft; 
contained  in  it,  that  the  affairs  of 
the  prince  ftadtholder  may  be  di¬ 
rected  by  fuch  reciprocally  agree¬ 
able  means,  that  they  may  be  re- 
eftablifhed  as  i’oon  as  poflible  upon 
their  former  footing,  conformable 
to  the  conftitution,  and  the  con¬ 
vention.  By  the  prefent  we  requeft; 
your  high  mightineffes  earneftly 
and  amicably  to  employ  your  pow¬ 
erful  intcrceflion,  in  the  moft  fe- 
rious  manner,  with  the  Hates .  of 
Holland  and  Waft -Friefland,  and 
wherever  elfe  your  high  mighti¬ 
neffes  may  think  proper,  to  put 
his  ferene  highnefs  the  prince  ftadt¬ 
holder  in  a  lit  nation,  (by  means 
which  are  not  difficult  to  be  found 
out)  to  return  with  honour  and 
propriety  to  the  Hague,  to  take  11  pot* 
him  his  high  employments ;  and 
that  i  durable  termination  be  put  to 
all  the  other  differences,  in  a  man¬ 
ner  compatible  with  equity,  and 
the  honour  and  true  intertlls  of  all 
parties,  towards  which  we  are  wil¬ 
ling  to  contribute,  with  other 
friends  and  neighbours  of  the  re¬ 
public, 
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public,  by  our  councils  and  .me¬ 
diation,  "in  a  manner  both  equit¬ 
able  and  impartial*  We  have  given 
inftrudfirons  to  the  comte  de  Goertz 
to  lay  all  this  before  your  high 
mightinefles,  and,  if  circumffances 
require  it,  before  the  hates  of  each 
particular  province,  in  a  mod  ex¬ 
plicit  manner,  to  allure"' On  our 
part  all  that  is  necefliirjy,  and,  if  it 
be  thought  proper,  to  enter  into 
negociations  on  the  fubjeCf. 

We  defire  your  high  mighti- 
nefles  in  confequence  to  place  en¬ 
tire  confidence  in  the  comte  de 
Goertz  in  this  weighty  affair,  and 
to  negociate  and  finifh  with  him 
whatever  may  be  thought  agreeable 
to  both  parties,  according  to  cir¬ 
cumffances.  We  hope  and  truff 
that  no  fufpicions  can  arife  in  the 
minds  of  your  high  mightinelles, 
or  thofe  of  the  hates  of  any  of  the 
provinces,  on  account  of  our  in- 
terehing*  onrfelves  fo  ferioufly  for 
the  prince  ftadtholder.  On  the 
one  hand,  we  are  fuch  near  rela¬ 
tions,  that  the  lot  of  that  prince, 
his  confort,  our  beloved  and  worthy 
lifter  (of  whofe  fentiments  entirely 
devoted  to  the  republic,  your 
high  mightinefles  can  have  no 
doubt,)  and  their  children  and 
po  (ferity,  cannot  be  indifferent  to 
us.  On  the  other  hand,  becaufe 
we  know  in  the  moh  certain  man¬ 
ner,  and  can  infure,  that  the  ftadt¬ 
holder  and  all  his  family  are  moh 
affectionately  attached  to  the  re¬ 
public  of  the  United  Provinces,  and 
that  certainly  they  will  never  do 
any  thing  againh  the  intereh  and 
fyffem  of  the  hates,  but,  on  the 
contrary,  will  always  endeavour  to 
preferve  them,  and  contribute  to 
their  well-being;  to  which  we  muh. 
add,  that  being  the  neared:  neigh¬ 
bour  of  the  United  Provinces,  and 
in  confequence  of  the  ties  which 
have  never  been  broken  between 


PAPERS. 

the  two  parties,  we  have  great  in¬ 
terest  that  the  government  of  the 
republic,  conformable  to  the  an¬ 
cient  confutation,  fliould  not  be 
changed  in  any  eflerkial  point,  but 
always  preferved  untouched  ;  and 
that  the  in’ehine  divifionfs  and  dif¬ 
ferences,  which  certainly  werecauf- 
ed  merely  by  miff  ruff,  may  be 
fettled  as  foon .  as  poilible,  by  an 
equitable,  juft,  and  h  nee  re  recon¬ 
ciliation,  and  by  a  durable  good 
underhanding  between  all  the  par¬ 
ties  concerned. 

We  recommend  this  important 
affair,  together  with  all  that  we 
have  mentioned,  to  your  high 
mightinefles  in  the  mod  (incere  and 
amicable  manner  ;  and  as  we  hope 
not  to  fail  herein,  we  reciprocally 
allure  your  high  mightinefles,  that 
we  have,  and  always  fliall  bear,  a 
neighbourly  friendfhip  and  affec¬ 
tion  towards  the  republic  in  ge¬ 
neral,  and  each  province  in  parti¬ 
cular. 

Of  your  high  mightinefles  the 
good  frienrd  and  neighbour, 
(Signed)  Frederick  William. 

( Co u nterfigned )  F i  n ken s  t  f.i n 

V.  Hertsberg. 

Berlin,  Sept.  2,  1786. 


Amount  of  the  whole  Civil  and  Mi¬ 
litary  lift ablifhmen  t  of  the  F<ji 
India  Company ,  prefented  to  Par¬ 
liament,  in  February ,  17b 6. 

Bengal,  civil  ehablifliment  is  927,945 

-  military  ditto  1,078,510 

Madras  civil effablifhment  104,140 

_ —  military  625,605 

Bombay  civil  45,719 

- military  226,495 

Bencoolen  civil  &  military  25,478 

Eajl- India  Houfe,  L.  3,031,892 
Feb.  7,  1786.  John  Annis, 

Auditor  of  India  Accounts . 

An 
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An  Account  of  the  Annual  Sums 
charged  upon  and  payable  out  of 
the  Aggregate  Fund. ,  exclufve  of 
the  Sums  paid  out  of  that  Fu?id for 
Annuitants ,  and  the  Charges  of  Ma¬ 
nagement^  laid  before  the  Houfe  of 
Commons,  March  3,  r?86. 

For  the  fupport  of  his 
Maj  e  fly1  s  hou  I  ehold,  pay¬ 
able  at  the  Exchequer, 
by  Acts  1  and  17  Geo. 

2iL  886,000  o  o 

To  his  Royal  High- 
nefs,  William  Henry 
Duke  of  Gloucefler,  by 
Adi  7  Geo.  III. 

Ditto,  by  A  Ft  24 
Geo  til. 

His  Royal  Highnefs 
Henry  Frederick,  Duke 
of  Cmnberlannd,  by 


8*coo  o  o 


9,000  o  © 


Act  7  Geo.  III. 

The  Reprefentatives 
of  Arthur  Onflow,  efq» 
by  Act  2  Geo.  III. 

The  Earl  of  Chat- 
Ram,  by  Adt  18  Geo. 
III. 

t 

George  Lord  Rod¬ 
ney,  by  Adt  23  Geo. 
III. 

Sir  George  Aug u flu s 
Elliot,  by  ditto. 

The  right  hon.  Lewis 
lord  Sondes,  by  Adi  25 
Geo.  III. 

The  right  hon.  lord 
Vifcount  Mountlluart, 
by  ditto 


8,000  o  o 


3,000  o  o 


4,000  o  o 


2, coo  o  o 


1,500 


o  o 


7,000  o  o 


7, coo  o  o 


Philip 

Deare, 

efq. 

- 

by  ditto. 

300 

0 

© 

John  Wigglefworth, 

efq.  by  ditto. 

300 

0 

© 

John 

Lloyd, 

efq. 

i 

by  ditto 

3  00 

0 

© 

Charles  Harris, 

gent. 

by  ditto. 

200 

0 

0 

Sir  William  Mu£ 
grave,  bart-  John  Tho¬ 
mas,  efq.  and  John 
Martin  Leake,  efq. 
commillioners  for  au¬ 
diting  the  public  ac¬ 
counts  of  this  king¬ 
dom,  by  ditto.  3,000  o  ■& 

Sir  John  Dick,  bart.  ' 
and  William  Mollefon, 
efq.  auditors  of  the  ar¬ 
my  accounts,  ditto.  1,000  o  © 
For  the  clerks,  fla¬ 
tionary,  and  other 
charges  incurred  in  the 
office  of  the  commif« 
fioners  for  auditing  the 
public  accounts  of  this 
kingdom,  by  ditto.  6,000  o  ® 
To  the  fheriffs  of 
England  and  Wales, for 
defraying  the  charges 
of  taking  forth  their 
letters  patent,  palling 
their  accounts,  and  ob¬ 
taining  their  quietus,  4, coo  o  © 


950,600  o  o 

Exchequer ,  John  H¥tGHSo«f. 

March  3 ,  1786. 
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PUBLIC 

foe  Tenth  Report  of  the  Commif- 
jwners  appointed  to  examine-,  take, 
and  fate,  the  Public  Accounts  of 
the  Kingdom .  See  Public  Papers, 
Vol.  VL  p .  (214). 

THE  examination  into  the  man¬ 
ner  of  palling  the  accounts  of  the 
pay  mafte r -ge  n  e ral  of  his  majefty’s 
foives,  in  the  office  of  the  auditor 
of  the  impreft,  led  us,  necettarily, 
to  enquire  into  the  mode  in  ufe  of 
paving  the  army,  and  of  keeping 
the  army-accounts  in  the  pay-office. 
Several  obfervations  occurred  to  us 
in  the  progrefs  of  that  inquiry,  and 
many  regulations,  which,  in  our 
judgment,  appeared  fit  and  expe¬ 
dient  to  he  eftablifhed  :  fome  of 
them  we  have  inferted  in  our  laft 
report,  and  fubmitted  to  the  wifdom 
of  the  legiflature  :  there  are  other 
fubjedts  connected  with  both  thefe 
offices,  as  well  as  other  matter  of 
observation  and  regulation,  that 
demand  our  attention. 

The  paymafler-general  ifTues  mo¬ 
ney  to  two  perfons  who  are  public 
annual  accountants- — the  pay  matter 
of  the  widows  penlions,  and  the 
agtnt  for  the  out-penfioners  of 
Chelffiq  hofpital, — -To  the  former 
in  his  official  capacity  of  paymafler- 
general  of  the  f  orces,  to  the  latter 
as  treafurer  of  the  hofj  bal  :  he 
ifTues  like  wife  to  regimental  agents, 
and  to  various  perfons  employed  in 
the  army  expenditures,  fums  for 
which  they  became  accountable  : 
all  theffi  furnifhed  matter  of  in¬ 
quiry. 

We  applied  ourfelves  firft  to  the 
office  of  the  pay  matter  of  the  wi¬ 
dows  penfions,  and  required  from 
the  auditors  of  the  impreft,  the  daft 
declared  account  of  the  receiver  and 
paymeifter  of  his  majelK  royal 
county,  to  the  widows  of  officers- 
who  were  killed  or  died  in  the  fer- 
vice,  with  the  matetials  from  which 
that  account  was  made  out.  We 
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obtained,  likewife,  from  the  (ecre- 
tary  at  war  a  copy  of  his  majeftyT 
orders  and  inftruaions  to  beobferv- 
ed  in  the  payment  of  that  bounty. 

The  return  to  us  from  the  audi- 
ditor’s  office,  in  confequence  of 
this  requisition,  was  the  account  of 
the  honourable  Henry  Edward  Fox* 
receiver  and  paymafter  of  the  pen*, 
fions  to  widows,  for  two  years, 
ending  the  24th  of  December  1779, 
and  patted  the  29th  of  April  1  782, 
with  a  book  of  account,  and  an 
eftabliffiment  for  each  year,  and 
with  the  certi;  cates,  affidavits,  and 
receipts  of 'the  perfons  receiving. 

The  book  of  account  confifts  of 
all  the  receipts  and  payments  of  the 
year  :  the  eftabliffiment  contains 
the  names  of,  and  the  fums  payable 
to  the  objects  of  this  bounty,  with 
the  king’s  warrant  prefixed,  direct¬ 
ing  the  payment. 

The  examinati  >n  of  John  Powell, 
efq.  late  deputy  paynffifter  of  thefe 
penlions  ;  of  John  Lloyd.,  efq.  late 
deputy  auditor  of  the  impreft,  who 
patted  this  account ;  and  of  Mr. 
John  Davies,  and  Mr.  Keen  Stable?, 
the  clerks  employed  in  the  pay¬ 
ments,  fiipplied  us  with  knowledge 
of  the  manner  in  which  the  bufi- 
nefs  of  this  office  is  conduced,  and 
the  accounts  are  patted, 

T  he  office  of  receiver  and  pay¬ 
master  of  the  widows  petitions,  is 
held  by  letters  patent  for  life,  to  bq 
executed  by  himfelf  or  deputy; 
Upon  infprclion  of  thofe  by  which 
the  office  is  now  holden,  we  find 
it  is  granted  to  Henry  Edward  Fox 
for  his  life  ;  and  from  and  after 
the  death,  furrender,  torfeiture,  or 
other  determination  of  that  ettate, 
to  John  Powell,  efq.  his  executors, 
adminiftrators,  and  affigqs  during 
the  life  of  Charles  James  Fox, 
This  office  is  executed  entiiely  by 
the  deputy  and  clerks ;  the  princi¬ 
pal  never  interfering  in  any  part  of 

the 
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the  bttftnefs.  The  whole  office  is 
merely  minifterial ;  paying*  certain 
fums  to  certain  perfons,  upon  pro¬ 
duction  of  proper  formal  affidavits 
and  certificates  ;  it  confifls  of  four 
perfons,  the  paymafter,  the  deputy, 
and  two  clerks  ;  it  is  executed  at 
the  war  office  by  the  two  clerks ; 
one  a  clerk  in  the  war  office,  ap¬ 
pointed  by  the  fecretary  at  war  ; 
die  other  a  clerk  in  the  pay  office, 
appointed  by  the  deputy  paymafter 
of  the  petitions, 

T  he  fund  appropriated  for  this 
fervice,  is  compounded  of  fums  ta¬ 
ken  from  the  pay  of  the  feveral 
regiments  and  corps  upon  the  efta- 
blifliment,  and  of  the  marines. 
The  deputy  paymafter  of  the  pen¬ 
sions  applies  for  money  out  of  this 
fund  from  time  to  time,  to  the  pay- 
mafter-general  of  the  forces,  and 
%6  the  paymafter  of  the  marines  : 
he  fupplies,  occafionally,  the  clerk 
lie  employs  to  make  the  payments, 
with  fuch  portions  of  it  as  he  thinks 
may  be  wanted.  The  payments 
are  made  every  four  months ;  and 
the  pay  clerk  attends  for  an  entire 
week  at  the  beginning  of  a  pay¬ 
ment,  and  on  every  Wednefday  af¬ 
terwards,  and  pays  the  widows  pur¬ 
suant  to  the  eftablifhment.  To 
intitle  herfelf  to  receive,  each  wi¬ 
dow  muft,  if  file  receives  in  per- 
fon,  produce  an  affidavit  of  her  wi¬ 
dowhood,  and  that  file  has  not  any 
other  penfion  or  allowance  from 
government ;  if  file  receives  by  at¬ 
torney,  he  muft  produce  the  like 
affidavit,  and  a  certificate  of  her 
being  alive  and  a  widow. 

Hence  it  appears  that  the  man¬ 
ner  of  paffing  this  account,  by  the 
auditor  of  the  impreft,  is  very  fim- 
ple.  The  change  in  the  official 
account  confifts  of  the  balance  re¬ 
maining  on  the  laft  account,  and 
the  fums  received  from  the  pay- 
mafter-generai  of  the  forces,  and 


from  the  paymafter  of  the  marines, 
during  the  period  of  the  account  : 
thefe  fums  are  verified  by  the  certi¬ 
ficate  of  the  proper  officer  in  each 
office.  The  difcharge  contains  the 
payments,  for  the  allowance  of 
which,  the  eftablifhment,  the  affi¬ 
davit,  the  certificate,  and  the  ac¬ 
quittance  of  each  perfon,  or  hgr 
affignee  or  attorney,  are  the  vou- 
chers.  After  the  account  is  ex¬ 
amined,  and  the  balance  agreed,  the 
official  book  of  account  is  figned, 
and  the  truth  of  the  account  atteft- 
ed  upon  oath  by  the  deputy  pay¬ 
mafter  of  the  penfions,  before  the 
deputy  auditor  of  the  impreft.  All 
the  fums  being  received,  and  the 
payments  made  by  the  deputy,  the 
deputy,  and  not  the  principal,  is  the 
perfon  who  paffes  and  Sweats  to  the 
account.  That  account,  which  is 
drawn  up  by  the  auditor,  is  neither 
figned  nor  fworn  to  by  the  accoun¬ 
tant  ;  nor  is  it  declared,  or  p  died 
through  any  of  the  exchequer  of¬ 
fices  ;  one  part  of  it  is  delivered  to 
the  accountant  ;  and  is  declared, 
by  his  majefty’s  in  ft  ruff  ions,  to  he*, 
without  any  other  formality,,  his 
final  difcharge  and  quietus  ;  the 
duplicate  remains  in  the  auditors 
office. 

The  number  of  widows  upon  the 
eftablifhment  of  the  year  177-8,  was 
594,  and  upon  that  of  the  year  1779, 
6 1 1 .  The  charge  for  thefe  two  years, 
including  the  balance  of  1  5,849!.  os. 
id.  remaining  on  the  laft  account, 
amounted  to  53,924b  2s.  3d.  the 
difcharge  to  28,967b  os.  2d.  in¬ 
cluding  the  fum  of  1,7271.  0s.  id. 
allowed  for  the  expences  attend¬ 
ing  the  execution  bf  the  office,  and 
paffing  the  accounts  ;  which  left  in 
the  hands  of  the  accountant  a  ba¬ 
lance  of  24,957b  3s.  id. 

The  account  before. us  is  of  the 
years  1778  and  1.779  ;  but  the^fumS 
the  accountant  charges  himfclf  with, 
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are  therein  ftated  to  have  been  re¬ 
ceived  from  the  paymafter-generai 
of  the  forces,  nor  in  the  fame  years, 
but  in  the  years  1773  and  1774. 
The  re  a  fon  is  this — a  regular  ac¬ 
count  is  kept  in  the  pay-office,  of 
the  iffues  under  this  head  of  fer¬ 
vice  ;  the  entry  of  each  iffue  fpeci- 
hes  out  of  what  year’s  produce  it  is 
shade  ;  and  during*  the  time  ot  the 
fame  paymafter- general,  the  pro¬ 
duce  of  one  year  is  generally 
exhaufted  upon  the  account  before 
any  part  of  the  produce  of  the  iuc- 
ceeding  year  is  i!fued. 

In  time  of  war  this  fund  produ¬ 
ces  annually  more  than  is  fufficient 
for  the  fervice :  in  this  la  ft  the 
produce  has  lo  far  exceeded  the  ex¬ 
penditure,  that  the  payments  of  the 
year  1779  were  tnade  out  of  the  al¬ 
lowance  to  widows  for  the  year  1774. 

As  the  fums  ariiing  from  this  al¬ 
lowance,  though  not  fpeciftcally 
applied  for  by  the  paymafter-gene- 
ral  of  the  forces,  are  yet  received 
by  him  from  the  exchequer,  under 
fome  head  of  regimental  fervice, 
either  before  or  at  the  time  the 
deal  ings  of  the  regiments  are  iffued 
to  him,  we  enquired  after  the  pro¬ 
duce  of  the  intermediate  years  and 
find,  that  in  the  yea *r  1780,  the 
Pavings  which  had  arifen.  from  this 
fund  for  the  five  preceding  years,  a- 
mounting  to  113,998!.  7s,  qd.  had 
been  applied  by  parliament  in  aid 
of  the  extraordinaries  incurred,  but 
not  provided  for  in  the  year  1779; 
and,  confequently,  this  fum  had 
been  until  that  time,  accumulating 
in  the  hands  of  the  pay mafter- ge¬ 
neral,  and  formed  a  part  of  his 
balance  in  that  year. 

As  the  fums  for  this  fervice  are 
iffued  on  account,  and  there  does 
not^ppear  any  check,  either  upon 
the  application  of  the  deputy  pay¬ 
mafter,  or  upon  the  iffue  of  the 
paymafter-generai,  we  obtained  from 
the  war-office,  an  account  of  the 
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grofs- produce  of  the  allowance  to 
widows  every  year  tor  ten  years, 
enffingythe  25th  of  December,  1  781; 
and  from  the,  deputy  .pay mafter  of 
the  widows  peniions,  an  account  of 
his  receipts  and  payments  for  this 
fervice  every  year  for  ten  years, 
ending, the  25th  of  December  laft, 
with  the  balance  remaining  at  the 
end  of  each  year,  and  the  balance 
remaining. ftn  his  hands  at  the  time 
he  quitted  the  office  :  from  hence 
it  appears,  that  the  grol's  produce 
of  this  fund,  ariiing  from  the  pay 
of  the  land  forces  and  marines  to¬ 
gether,  for  the  ten  years  contained, 
in  the  account,  was  240,079!.  4s* 
$d.  the  receipts  by  the  deputy  pay- 
mafter  of  the  widows  peniions,  du¬ 
ring  the  ten  years  of  his  account,' 
amounted  to  149,73d.  1 1  s.  &di 
and  his  payments  (excluiive  of  the 
fum  of  20,769!.  12s.  6d.  herein 
after  mentioned  not  paid  to  widows) 
to  137,748!.  19s.  6d.  and  it  is  ob- 
fervable,  that  the  balance  in  the 
hands  of  the  deputy  paymafter  in- 
creafed  gradually  from  34,817!.  is. 
3d.  in  the  year  177?,  to  65,0.;!!- 
2 s .  2d.  in  the  year  1779  >  and 
that'  from  the  fmallnefs  of  his  are* 
ceipts  in  the  two  fucceeding  .yearsy 
and  the  magnitude  of  his  apparent 
payments  in  the  year  1781,  it  fell, 
in  that  year,  to  17,875k  14s.  i  jd. 
As  it  was  obvious  fuch  a  decreale 
in  the  balance  could  not  arife  from 
a  iudden  increafe  in  the  peniions  to 
widows,  we  inquired  into  the  caufe  ; 
and  found  that  out  of  the  fum  of 
34,063k  ns.  inferred  in  the  co¬ 
lumn  of  payments,  for  the  .year 
•  781,  20,769k  12s.  <?d.  was  paid 
back  by  the  deputy  paymafter  of 
the  widows  peniions  to  the  paymaf¬ 
ter-generai  of-  the  forces  ;  which 
fum  conftituted  a  part  of  the  fav> 
ings  applied  by  parliament  the 
preceding  year  in  aid  of  the  army 
extraordinaries.  , 

The  more  this  fuhject  of  balance 
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is  lifted  the  greater  appears  the  ne- 
eeffity  for  the  regulations  of  lub- 
iHc^ting’  annually  fpecific  funds 
upon  eftimate  for  thefe  fer vices,  in 
the  place  of  the  compound  funds 
in  ufe,  and  of  placing  this,  as  well 
as  all  the  other  cafh  for  the  army 
fervices,  in  the  cuftody  of  the  Bank, 
and  of  examining,  once  a  year  at 
leaf!,  into  every  expenditure.  The 
prefent  mode  of  cond#;fing  this 
fervice,  has  been  the  means  of 
dwelling  the  balance  in  the  hands 
of  the  paymafter-general  of  the 
forces,  and  of  creating  another  ba¬ 
lance  in  the  hands  of  the  officer  in¬ 
truded  with  the  execution.  The 
average  balance  in  the  hands  of 
Mr.  Powell  (for  to  no  other  perfon 
do  the  ifiues  of  this  fervice  appear 
to  have  been  made)  for  thefe  lad 
ten  years  has  been  46,848b  8s.  1  id. 
and  when  he  quitted  the  office  in 
March  lad,  the  fum  in  his  p  ode  id  on 
was  21,350b  zs,  of  which  he  paid 
over  to  Mr.  Moore,  who  was  ap¬ 
pointed  to  officiate  as  deputy  pay- 
mafter  in  his  room,  upon  the  2 id 
of  March  lad,  by  the  diredion  of 
the  lecretary  at  u  ar,  21,000b  As 
this  film  far  exceeds  the  expendi¬ 
ture  of  any  of  the  former  years, 
%ve  inquired  into  the  probable  de¬ 
mands  upon  it  ;  and  learned  from 
Mr.  Moore,  that  the  part  of  it  re¬ 
maining  in  his  hands  on  the  id  of 
May,  was  19,9711  16s,  i  id.  that 
the  next  four  months  payment  in 
the  beginning  of  June  will  require 
between  4  and  5000b  and  that  the 
arrears  are  probably  inconfider- 
able. 

A  return  from  the  war  office 
fhews  that  the  number  of  widows 
upon  thq  eftablifliment  for  the  pre¬ 
fent  year  is  669,  and  the  fum  to 
be  paid  them,  1 5,984b  and  that  by 
inftalhnents  every  four  months.  We 
are  therefore  of  opinion,  that  the 
deputy  paymaster  in  office  has  in  his 


hands  a  larger  fum  than  the  fervics 
requires  ;  that  he  fliould  retain  as 
much  as  is  fufficient  for  the  next 
four  months  payment,  and  to  fa- 
tisfyfuch  arrears  as  may  be  unpaid, 
and  that  the  relidue  ought,  with¬ 
out  delay,  to  be  paid  by  him  into 
the  Bank,  and  placed  to  the  ac¬ 
count  of  the  paymafler  general  of 
the  forces,  and  to  be  applied  to  the 
fervices  of  the  armv  :  and  that  fo 
long  as  this  fervice  fhall  be  carried 
on  in  its  prefent  mode,  the  pay- 
muder-general  of  the  forces  fhall, 
fbme  fhort  time  before  every  pay¬ 
ment,  upon  the  requiilrion  of  the 
deputy  paymafler  of  the  penfions. 
Hating  the  fum  then  in  his  hands, 
and  the  fum  wanted  for  the  fuc- 
ceeding  payment,  ifiue  to  him,  by 
his  draft  upon  the  Bank,  the  fum 
neceffary  to  complete  fuch  pay¬ 
ment. 

The  emoluments  accruing  to  the 
officers  in  the  office  of  the  pay¬ 
mafler  of  the  widows  pen fons,  are 
thefe  :  the  auditor  of  the  impreft  is 
diredlcd,  by  his  majefty’s  orders 
and  inflruftions  relative  to  this  of¬ 
fice,  to  allow  the  paymafler  izd. 
for  every  20s.  received  and  paid  by 
him,  for  his  expence,  care,  and 
trouble  in  the  fervice ;  not  to  be 
dedufled  out  of  the  penfions,  but 
to  be  allowed  him  in  his  difeharge 
out  of  the  money  he  receives  for 
the  fervice  :  this  fum  in  the  ac¬ 
count  before  us  is  1,362b  os.  id. 
that  is,  68 1  b  for  each  of  thpfe 
years. 

The  deputy  paymafler  is  allow¬ 
ed  by  -the  king’s  warrant  100b  a 
year,  for  his  extraordinary  troubles 
and  care  in  paying  the  widows  pen¬ 
fions,  and  in  Hating  and  fettling 
the  accounts  ;  and  he  receives,  bv 
cullom,  from  the  auditor  of  the 
impreft,  one  third  of  the  fum  in- 
ferted  and  allowed  in  the  difeharge 
for  the  fees  and  difburfemeirs  for 
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ftatkig,  examining,  and  palling  the 
accounts  :  this  fum,  in  the  account 
before  us,  is  165I.  of  which,  one 
third  is  55I.  that  is  27 1.  10s,  a  year, 
which  makes  the  profit  to  the  de¬ 
puty,  1 27I.  1  os.  a  year.  Thefe 
emoluments  to  the  pay  mailer  and 
his  deputy,  amounting  to  808I.  10s. 
a  year,  are  a  charge  upon  the 
public. 

The  two  clerks  are  paid  in  a 
different  manner.  The  war-office 
clerk  has  a  {alary  of  92I.  a  year 
from  the  fecretary  at  war,  befides 
which,  he  receives  a  moiety  of  two 
kinds  of  cufiomary  payments  from 
the  widows  ;  each  pays  two  guineas 
when  file  firft  receives  her  penfion; 
and  at  the  rate  of  6s v  a  year,  that 
is,  2S.  for  each  four  months  pay¬ 
ment  afterwards.  Thefe,  two  fees 
are  equally  divided  between  the 
two  clerks,  and  the  moiety  of  them, 
together  with  the  odd  pence,  forms 
the  whole  of  the  profit  accruing 
to  the  pay-office  clerk  from  this 
employment. 

The  office  of  pay  mailer  of  the 
widows  penfions  appears  to  us,  from 
this  defeription,  to  be  an  unne- 
ceflary  office.  The  public  derives 
from  it  no  utility  whatever  ;  it  is 
a  perfe£l  finecure  ;  and  the  office  of 
the  deputy  is  not  much  more :  he 
only  ferves  as  a  channel,  and  that 
not  wanted,  to,  convey  the  money 
for  this  feryice  from  the  paymafie'hs 
of  the  forces  and  marines  to  the 
pay  clerk,  whofe  attendance  is  three 
entire  weeks,  and  one  day  m  every 
other  week  in  the  year. 

The  payment  of  this  bounty  is 
an  army  fervice  ;  it  is  made  out  of 
money  voted  for  army  fervices, 
and  by  a  clerk  in  the  pay-office.  If 
the  meafure  of  voting  upon  eftimate 
a  diilinfit  fund  for  this  fervice 
fhould  be  adopted,  the  whole  mull 
he  iffiued  from  the  exchequer  to  the 
bank,  and '  placed  to  the  account 


of  the  paymaster  -  general  of  the 
forces.  What  then  forbids  that  the 
whole  of  this  bufinefs  fhauld  be 
tranfafiled  at  the  pay-office  by  a 
fingle  clerk,  to  be  appointed  to  that 
particular  branch,  ?  Thefe  penfions 
may  all  be  paid,  as  many  of  them 
are  now,  and  as  the  other  army 
payments  are  required  by  act  of 
parliament  to  be  made,  by  drafts 
upon  the  'bank  ;  and  the  accounts 
of  the  payments  for  this  fervice 
may  be  incorporated  and  paffed 
with  the  other  accounts  of  the  pay- 
matter-general  of  the  forces. 

The  proper  payment  for  this 
clerk  is  a  fa  1  ary  only.  The  accept¬ 
ance  of  any  fee,  gratuity,  or  other 
reward,  ought  to  be  ftrifiHy  pro¬ 
hibited.  It  is  not  for  the  honour 
of  government,  that  his  majefty’s 
bounty  fhould  be  curtailed  by  gra¬ 
tuities  and  fees  of  office  :  no  part  is 
to  be  intercepted  ;  it  fhould  pafs  to 
the  objefit  as  liberally  and  as  entire 
as  it  flows  from  the  royal  benefi¬ 
cence.  _ 

Since  then  thefe  penfions  may 
be  paid  without  the  intervention  of 
fo  many  officers,  and  at  a  much 
lefs  expence  to  the  public,  that 
principle  of  public  oeconomy,  point¬ 
ed  out  to  us  as  the  rule  to  di refit  our 
judgment,  a  principle  this  nation 
feels  mod  fenfibly  the  neceffity  of 
attending  to,  leads  us  to  be  of  opi¬ 
nion,  that  the  office  of  pay  mailer 
of  the  widows  penfions  is  a  ufelefs 
and  unnecefliijry  expence  to  the 
public,  and  ought,  therefore,  no 
longer  to  be  buffered  to  fubfiff  * 
and  that  all  the  bufinefs  of  this  of¬ 
fice  fhould  be  transferred  to  the  pay* 
office  of  the  army. 

The  other  officer,  who  accounts 
annually  for  the  money  i filled  fo 
hull  by  the  pay m afire r -gen e ral  of 
the  forces,  is  the  agent  f<5r  the  o  it- 
penfioners  of  Chelfea  hofpitaL— - 
William "Brummell,  efq ,  who.  holds 
(H)  ,  thh 


\ 


(1*4)  PUBLIC 

this  office,  and  Charles  Harris,  efq. 
.who  acts  for  the  deputv-treafurer 
of  the  hofpital,  gave  us  an  ac¬ 
count  in  what  manner  this  bufinefs 
is  tranfadted. 

The  office  of  agent  for  the  out- 
'pen  fioners  of  Chellea  hofpital, 
was  created  by  the  a£t  of  the 
i8th  of  George  II.  chap.  i. 
for  the  puYpofe  of  receiving  the 
money  for  this  fervice  from  the 
treafurer  of  the  holpital  (that  is, 
from  the  paymaftcr-general  of  the 
forces),  and  of  paying  or  remitting 
it  to  the  out-penhoners.  The  fund 
is  a  fum  voted  annually  by  parlia¬ 
ment  upon  eitimate. 

Twice  in  the  year  a  requifttion 
is  lent  by  the  fccrctary  and  regifter 
of  the  hofpital  to  the  treafurer, 
flaring  the  number  of  out-penfion- 
ers,  and  the  fun.s  to  be  advanced 
them  for  the  fucceeding  half  year. 
After  the  treafurer  has  received 
money  from  the  exchequer,  a  war¬ 
rant  ifTues  from  the  board  of  com* 
miffioners  for  the  government  of 
the  hofpital,  ligned  by  three  or 
more  of  them,  to  the  treafurer,  re¬ 
quiring  him  to  iffiue  to  the  agent 
for  the  out-penfioners,  fttch  fums 
as  Thall  be  due  to  tfv  m  for  the  fix 
months  enfuing.  In  confluence 
of  this  warrant,  the  treafurer  iffiues 
to  his  deputy  fitch  a  fum  as  he 
thinks  proper.  lift  of  the  out- 
penfioners  is  made  out  every  half 
year  by  the  fecretary  and  regifter, 
and  tranfmitted  to  the  agent  :  he 
copies  it,  and  applies  to  the  deputy  - 
treafurer,  who  ifTues  to  him  upon 
account  fuch  a  fum  a«,  in  his  judg¬ 
ment,  will  be  fufficient  to  fatisfy 
the  payment  of  that  liff,  retaining 
out  of  it  i  2d.  in  the  pound,  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  directions  of  the  a 61  of 
parliament. 

T]i e re  are  three  forts  of  out- 
pen  oners  ;  the  common  men,  who 
are-  paid  5'd.  a  “day  ;  the  nifie -penny 
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men,  who  have  qd.  and  the  letter 
men  who  have  is.  but  from  all 
thefe  payments  the  12th  in  the 
pound  is  deducted  :  they  are  all 
paid  half  yearly,  fix  months  in  ad¬ 
vance,  and  are  difperfed  over  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland,  and  a  few  of 
them  live  in  the  ihands  of  Guern- 
fey  and  Jerfey;  confequently  it  be¬ 
comes  necefiary  for  this  officer  to 
employ  deputies  and  agents,  in  va¬ 
rious  parts,  to  affitl  him  in  tranf- 
afting  this  bufinefs.  His  laft  fettled 
account,  tranfmitted  to  us  by  the 
auditor  of  the  imp  reft,  was  declared 
before  the  chancellor  of  the  exche- 
quer  upon  the  28th  of  June  1781; 
it  is  for  one  year,  ending  the  24th 
of  December  1775  ;  and  compre¬ 
hends  the  payment  of  about  1  5,900 
pensioners.  The  total  charge  upon 
him  in  that  year,  is  112,440!.  6s. 
3d.  his  total  difeharge  is  1  oy, 405 1 . 
6s.  2d.  The  accounts  of  the.  three 
fucceeding  years  are  in  the  office  of 
the  auditor  ;  and  two  years  more 
will  be  ready  to  be  delivered  in 
about  three  months.  The  difficul¬ 
ty  of  procuring  and  ad] lifting  the 
vouche  rs,  retards  the  accounts  from 
being  made  up  in  the  office  to  a 
later  period. 

This  officer  is  paid  by  a  Diary 
of  1000I  a  year  ;  which,  by  the 
payment  of  taxes,  deputies,  clerks, 
contingent  expenses  and  fees,  is 
reduced  to  3 Sol  a  year. 

As  the  Fund  for  this  fervice  is  a 
fpecific  lum  voted  every  year  by 
parliament,  which  pafles  from  the 
exchequer  through  the' hands  of  the 
treafurer  to  ’his  deputy,  and  from 
him  to  the  agent  who  diftfibutes  it, 
we  traced  its  progrefs  through  thefe 
feveral  channels. 

We  extracted  from  the  Votes  of 
the  Holife  of  Commons  the  grahts 
for  the  out-penlioners,  from  the 
year  1  77 5  to  the  year  178 2  inckt- 
iive  3  we  procured'  from  'the-  pay * 

office 
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office  of  the  army,  an  account  of  time  to  the  24th  of  December  1 780, 


the  grofs  fu ms  received  by  the  pay- 
mailer -general  of  the  forces,  for 
this  fervice,  from  the  exchequer  : 
we  learned  from  the  deputy-trea- 
furer  what  portions  of  thole  fums 
had  been  iifnea  to  him  by  his 
principal,  and  what  portions  he 
had  i flued  to  the  agent  during  the 
fame  period;  and  from  the  agent 
we  received  an  account  of  his  grofs 
receipts  and  payments  every  year, 
from  1775  to  i/ho:  and  that  the 
jftate  of  thefe  fums,  as  they  palled 
to  the  different  officers,  may  appear 
at  one  view,  we  have  brought  them 
together  into  one  account  ;  which 
fliews  what  portion  of  each  fum 
flopped  in  each  ft  age  of  its  pro- 
g'ref.  ;  and  what  proportion  the 
total  of  the  balances,  unapplied  in 
the  pofleflion  of  the.e  officers  at  the 
end  of  each  year,  bore  to  the  fum 
voted. 

The  furplus  in  the  hands  of  the 
deputy-treafurer  arifes,  in  part, 
from  the  fa  rings  out  of,  the  poun¬ 
dage  %  this,  like  the  reft  of  the  fums 
granted  for  army  fervices,  is  made 
liable  to  a  deduction  of  1  2d.  in  the 
pound,  to  be  applied  in  the  manner 
which  his  majefty  fhall,  by  warrant 
under  his  royal  lign  manual,  diredt. 
This  deduction  is  not  blended  with 
the  army  poundage  :  a  di'tincft  ac¬ 
count  is  kept  of  it  ;  and  it  has  been 
applied  to  the  annual  payments  of 
ioool.  falary  to  the  agent,  and  of 
two  allowances,  6col.  to  the  depu¬ 
ty-treafurer,  and  3C0I.  to  the  fe 
cretary  ;  together,  1900I.  a  year. 
No  other  payments  appear  to  have 
been  made  out  of  it  ;  and  therefore 
this  fund  has  far  exceeded  the 
charges  upon  it. 

So  much  of  the  favuags  as  ac¬ 
crued  to  the  24th  of  December 
177,3,  was  back  to  the  pay- 

mafler-general  of  the  forces  :  fo 
much  of  them  as  accrued  from  that 


amounting  to  2 2,645b  2s.  7d.  was, 
in  October  laft,  purfuant  to  his 
majefty’s  warrant,  paid  into  the  ex¬ 
chequer,  to  be  applied  towards  the 
fupply  of  the  year  1782.  The  ba¬ 
lance  of  this  deduction,  remaining'' 
in  the  hands  of  the  deputy-trea¬ 
furer  upon  the  24th  of  December 
laft,  was  3021b  15s.  2d. |  :  but  as 
the  money,  applicable  to  the  gene¬ 
ral  fervice  of  the  hofpital,  is  not 
paid  bv  government  at  the  time  it 
becomes  due,  the  deputy-treafurer 
having  received  nothing  fop  that 
fervice  to  a  later  period  than  the 
24th  of  June  laity  has  been  oblig¬ 
ed  to  apply  part  of  this  balance  in 
defraying  the  current  expences  of 
the  hofpital. 

The  fame  reafons  upon  which 
the  abolition  of  the  army  pound- 
age  is  grounded,  weigh  equally 
againft  keeping  up  this  d  d action  : 
it  is  of  no  utility  ;  it  lerves  only  to 
generate  a  balance  in  the  hands  of 
an  officer,  for  no  other  purpofe 
than  that  of  paying  it  back  again 
when  required  by  proper  authority. 
Neither  the  fabrics,  nor  any  other 
fervice,  to  which  this  poundage  is 
now  applicable,  require  the  exift- 
ence  of  any  fuch  fund.:  they  may 
all  be  defrayed  out  of  the  grofs  fum 
voted  for  the  fervice.  The  fum 
eftimated  for  the  payment  of  the 
out-penfioners,  may,  as  it  is  want¬ 
ed,  be  ifllied  to  the  agent  by  the 
draft  of  the  treafurer  upon  the 
bank  ;  and  the  agent  will  continue 
to  pay  them  the  fame  fums  they 
receive  at  this  day. 

The  ifiues  to  the  agent  feem  to 
have  been  more  abundant  than  was 
neceflary.  The  average  balance  in 
his  hands,  for  the  four  firft  years 
in  his  account,  was  4999b  14s.  in 
the  year  1 780  it  was  reduced  to 
16571.  9s.  2d.  As  this  may  be 
prefuined  to  have  been  a  fum  futti* 
(H  2)  ciens 
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cient  for  the  demands  of  the  fer- 
vice,  it  is  probable  the  iffue  of  the 
former  years  exceeded  what  the 
fervice  required ;  and  it  is  expe¬ 
dient  that  future  ilfues  flrould  be 
Calculated  with  greater  exadlnefs. 

The  regimental  agents  are  a 
clafs  of  men  who  receive  money 
from  the  pay m after-general  of  the 
forces*  for  which  they  are  account¬ 
able,  not  before  the  auditor  of  the 
imprefl,  but  to  the  fecretary  at  war; 
This  money  is  placed  by  every 
agent  to  an  account  kept  for  each 
regiment  and  corps  to  which  he  is 
agent,  called  in  the  cavalry  the 
liock-purfe;  and  in  the  infantry,  the 
non-effedtive  fund.  It  confiits  of 
the  non-effedtive  fubliflence  of  each 
regiment  and  corps  iffued  to  him 
by  the  pay  mailer- general,  either 
under  the  head  of  fubliflence.  or 
in  the  clearings  :  a  part  of  it  is 
called  the  vacant  fubliflence,  which 
'  is  described  in  his  majefty’s  war¬ 
rant  for  regulating  the  non-effec¬ 
tive  fund,  annexed  to  our  lall  re¬ 
port  to  arife  “  where  a  vacancy 
happens  between?  the  days  where¬ 
on  each  captain  ufually  receives  the 
fubliflence  of  his  company.”  The 
purpofes  to  which  this  fund  is  to  be 
applied  are  diredled  by  that  war¬ 
rant. 

That  the  publ'c  might  be  in¬ 
formed  of  the  prefent  Hate  of  this 
fund,  we  required  from  every  agent 
an  account  of  the  balances  "of  the 
flock  purfe  of  the  cavalry,  and  of 
the  non-effedlive  fund  of  the  in¬ 
fantry,  belonging  to  each  regi¬ 
ment,  troop,  and  company,  in¬ 
cluding  the  guards,  invalids,  mi¬ 
litia,  and  fencibles,  of  which  they 
are  or  have  been  agents,  remaining 
in  their  hands,  cullody,  or  power, 
at  the  time  when  the  accounts 
‘  were  fevefally  made  up.  We  have 
inferred  in  the  appendix  the  returns 
“made  to  this  requifition  ;  in  which 
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we  have  diflinguifhed  the  agents 
who  have  money  in  their  hands, 
from  thole  who  have  none  ;  and 
where  an  agent  to  different  regi¬ 
ments  has  balances  in  his  hands 
upon  the  non-effedlive  accounts  of 
fome,  and  has  difburfed  more  than, 
he  has  received  upon  the  non- 
elfedtive  accounts  of  others ;  we 
have  inferted  in  a  fecond  column 
the  balance  due  to  him  on  the  lat¬ 
ter  account,  and  in  a  third  column 
the  difference  of  the  two  balances, 
as  fhewing  the  real  fum  of  public 
money  remaining  in  his  hands  upon 
the  balance  of  his  non  -  elfedtive 
accounts  taken  together  :  but  fome 
of  them  informed  us,  that  they 
had  advanced  other  confiderable 
fums  in  the  payment  of  contingent 
bills,  and  ol  extraordinaries,  on 
account  of  many  of  the  regiments 
and  corps  ;  which  payments  they 
could  not  include  in  thefe  returns, 
becaufe  they  are  not  fuch  charges 
as  are  allowed  by  the  king’s  war¬ 
rant  to  be  brought  agamlt  the  non- 
effedlive  funds  :  yet  until  thefe 
fums  are  repaid  to  them  by  govern¬ 
ment,  they  are  a  diminution  of  the 
total  of  the  public  money  adtually 
in  their  hands  at  the  times  their 
returns  are  dated. 

The  total  fum  of  non-effedlive 
money,  in  the  hands  of  all  the 
regimental  agents  taken  colledlively, 
and  for  which  they  are  accountable, 
appears  by  the  fchedule  of  their  re¬ 
turns,  to  be  123,416!.  13s.  7 d.  |  ; 
an  important  fum,  of  which  the 
public  has  a  right  to  expedt  from  the 
office  entrufltd  with  the  power  a 
fpeedy  examination  and  adjuft- 
ment. 

Should  the  regulations,  fuggeft- 
ed  in  our  lall  report,  of  abolifhing 
the  warrant  men,  and  ilfuing  the 
fubliflence  according  to  mufler,  be 
adopted,  the  only  fupply  for  the 
non-effedlive  fund  will  be  the  va¬ 
cant 
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cant  fubfiftence,  and  the  non-effec¬ 
tive  fubfiftence  that  maybe  oafually 
iffued,  when  a  vacancy  happens 
between  the  retu  n  of  the  mufter 
and  the  iffue  of  the  fubfiftence  ; 
but  this  will  not  be  Efficient  to 
carry  on  the  recruiting  fervice, 
which  requires  a  fum  in  advance, 
ready  for  immediate  application.  To 
fupply  this  deficiency,  we  have 
fuggeiled  the  creation  of  a  fpecific 
fund,  to  be  voted  annually,  and  a 
didinft  account  to  be  kept  of  the 
iffues. 

An  examination  every  year  into 
the  Hate  of  this  recruiting  fund  in 
the  hands  of  each  agent,  will  be 
the  means  of  keeping  it  within  its 
proper  bounds ;  and  a  pundlual  pay¬ 
ment  by  government,  of  fervices 
as  foon  as  they  are  incurred,  will 
take  away  every  pretence  for  hav¬ 
ing  in  his  hands  more  money  than 
is  nr  cellar  y  for  the  fervice. 

The  public  accountants  are  nu¬ 
merous  ;  and  as  the  public  is 
deeply  intereited  in  preventing  the 
accumulation  of  balances  in  their 
hands,  it  would  be  a  ufeful  and 
neceffary  regulation,  that  in  all 
cafes  where  money  is  iffued  from 
time  jto  time  upon  account  to  carry 
on  a  fervice  that  has  continuance, 
the  officers  intruded  with  the  di¬ 
rection  of  the  iffue  fhould  be  en¬ 
join-  d,  as  a  duty  upon  every  iffue, 
to  examine  into  the  date  of  the 
money  remaining  in  the  hands  of 
the  accountant,  and  the  demands  it 
is  fubjeft  to,  and  to  regulate  the  fum 
to  be  iffued  accordingly  :  by  thefe 
means  the  fervice  will  be  fupplied 
with  no  more  than  it  wants,  and 
that  tendency  which  every  balance 
has  to  increafe,  will  be  checked. 

The  remaining  clafs  are  the  af-ny 
fub-accoun  rants,  or  thofe  perfons 
who  receive  money  on  account 
from  the  paymader-general  of  the 
forces  for  extraordinary  fervices  of 
the  army.  At  the  end  of  every 
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year’s  account  of  a  pavmafter- ge¬ 
neral  is  added  a  lid  of  the  inlupers 
of  the  year  ;  and  to  his  final  ac¬ 
count  is  annexed  a  lift  of  the  infu- 
pers  during  the  whole  time  of  his 
being  in  office.  All  the  perfons 
thus  let  infuper  remain  account¬ 
able  to  the  public  for  the  fums  fet 
oppodte  their  names,  until  they  are, 
cleared  by  the  auditor  of  the  im¬ 
ps  eft;  and,  in  order  to  their  being 
cleared  and  obtaining  their  quietus, 
they  mud  pafs  their  accounts  in  his 
office,  except  in  one  particular  in¬ 
dance,  that  is,  where  the  fervice 
has  been  performed  abroad,  and  the 
account  has  been  allowed  by  the 
director- general  of  control,  and 
dgned  by  a  commiflary-general,  and 
the  balance  paid  by  the  deputy- 
paymader-genentl,  purfuant  to  a 
warrant  of  the  commander  in  chief. 
LTpon  the  production  of  this  war¬ 
rant  by  the  paymader-general,  with 
the  dated  account  annexed,  fo  al¬ 
lowed  and  dgned  as  his  voucher 
fur  the  payment  of  that  balance, 
the  auditor  will  clear  the  infuper, 
though  the  account  has  not  been 
paffed  by  himfelf ;  but  in  every 
other  cafe  paffing  the  account  in  the 
office  of  the  auditor  is  effential  to 
obtaining  the  quietus. 

The  further  we  proceed  in  ouf 
inveftigation  of  the  army  accounts* 
the  greater  we  found  the  inergafe 
of  this  infuper  account.  We 
thought  it  a  part  of  our  duty  to 
examine  into  its  prefent  date  as  far 
as  we  were  able; 

Upon  infpedting  the  fchedules 
annexed  to  the  writ  of  dilcringaS 
ad  computandum,  tranfmitted  to  ns 
by  the  jfheriffs  of  London  and  Mid- 
dlefex,  we  obferved,  among  others, 
two  lids  of  army  infupers  ;  the  one 
upon  the  final  account  of  the  late 
Earl  of  Chatham,  ending  the  24th 
of  December  1755,  declared 

the  7th  of  January  1769  ;  the  other 
upon  the  final  account  pf  the  late 
(H  3)  Earl 
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Earl  of  Darlington  and  others, 
ending  the  24th  of  June  17  $7.  and 
declared  the  13th  of  July  177 o. 
We  tranfmitted  to  the  auditors  of 
the  imp  red:  copies  of  thefe  lifts, 
requiring  from  them  the  names  of 
thofe  perfons  therein  mentioned, 
whofe  accounts  have  been  cleared 
fince  the  palling  of  thofe  final  ac¬ 
counts. 

From  the  returns  to  this  requi- 
fition  it  appears,  that  the  total  lum 
iffued  by  Lord  Chatham  up  n  ac¬ 
count,  and  remaining  unaccounted 
for  at  the  time  ot  the  declaration  of 
•his  final  account,  was  1,  91,6891. 
6s.  8d.  that  fince  that  time  infupers 
ha.ve  been  cleared  to  the  amount  of 
148,054!.  4s.  5b.  which  leaves, 
of  his  ilFues,  943,635!.  2s.  3d.  un¬ 
accounted  for  at  this  day. 

The  lift  upon  the  final  account 
of  the  Earl  of  Darlington  and 
others,  amounted  to  286,094!.  18s. 
2d.  of  which  23  1.  6s.  Bd.  only 
has  been  accounted  for;  fo  that 
the  fum  remaining  infuper  upon 
;that  aepount,  is  285,861b  its.  6d. 

We  proceeded  to  the  accounts  of 
the  fiub  fequ.e  at  paymaftcrs-general, 
in  the  order  in  which  they  lucceed- 
ed  to  that  office.  We  required  from 
the  auditors  of  the  impreft,  lifts  of 
the  perfons  remaining  infuper  upon 
the  final  accounts  of  Henry  Lord 
Holland,  Mr  Charles  Townfhend, 
Lord  North  and  Mr  Cooke,  Mr. 
Cook  e  and  Mr.  Thomas  Townfhend, 
and  upon  the  two  accounts  of  Mr. 
Rigby,  ending  the  24th  of  Decem¬ 
ber  1 769,  being  the  only  accounts  at 
that  time  delivered  by  him  into  the 
office  of  .the  auditor.  We  required 
from  the  pay-office  of  the  army, 
lifts  of  all  perfons  to  whom  money 
had  been  iffued  on  account  by  the 
paym.afl.ers -general  of  the  forces, 
purfuant  either  to  the  king’s  war¬ 
rants  cr  the  warrants  of  command¬ 
ers  in  chief  abroad,  fince  the'  24th 
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of  December  1769,  with  thp  firms 
iffued  to  each,.  Thefe  lifts,  tranf¬ 
mitted  to  us  from  the  pay-office,  we 
like  wife  feat  to  the  auditors  of  the 
impreft,  for  them  to  examine  and 
certify  what  perfons  there  inferred 
had  palfed  their  accounts,  and  for 
what  fu ins. 

The  lifts  produced  to  us  in  con- 
fequence  of  thefe  requifitions,  are 
all  inferred  in  the  appendix,  and 
furnifh  us  with  the  following  faffs  ; 

Thepayments  upon  account  made 
by  Henry  Lord  Holland,  between 
the  25th  of  June  1757  and  the 
24th  of  [line  1765,  and  now  re¬ 
maining  to  be  accounted  for  upon 
his  final  account  not  yet  declared, 
amount  to  [2,246,956b  12s.  icd  ; 
and  this  lift  does  not  include  the 
infupers  upon  the  unfettled  account 
of  Robert  Paris  Taylor,  efq.  his 
late  depury  in  Germany. 

Upon  the  final  account  of  Mr. 
Charles  Townfhend,  ending  the 
24th  of  June  1766,  and  declared 
the  29th  of  June  178:,  remain  in¬ 
fupers  to  the  amount  of  202,098b 
19s.  tod. 

Upon  the  final  account  of  lord 
North  and  Mr.  Cooke,  ending  the 
24th  of  December  1767,  and  de¬ 
clared  the  7th  of  September  1782, 

1 89,734b  7s.  6d. 

Upon  the  final  account  of  Mr. 
Cooke  and  Mr.  Thomas  Town- 
fliend,  ending  the  24th  of  June 
1-68,  and  declared  the  19th  of 
April  1782,  34,750b  os.  ^d. ;  and 
upon  the  two  accounts  of  Mr.  Rig¬ 
by,  ending  the  24th  of  December 
1769,  [65,967b  9s.  3d. ;  and  upon 
the  lift  of  payments  iffued  by  him 
and  the  fucceeding  paymafters-ge- 
nerai  of  the  forces  from  the  24th  of 
December  1 769  to  the  6th  of  May 
laft,  purfuant  to  bis  majefty’s  war¬ 
rants,  17,444,903b  ys.  3d.  and  pur¬ 
fuant  to  the  warrants  of  command¬ 
ers  in  chief  abroad, e  7,4,20,013b  3s. 
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He  has  li.ke.wife  i  flucd  to  jeyexal-per- 
fonsj  lined  the  24th.  of  December 
tb e  fu m  of .5,218,6 2 5I .  i  is.  ; 
which  fum  has  been  accounted  for, 
and  is,  therefore,  not  included  in 
the  above  lids. 

Among  thefe.pcrfons  dill  fubjedt 
to  account,  are  fcveral  to  whom  va¬ 
rious  fums  have  been  blued  at  diffe¬ 
rent  times-:  we  have,  {"elected  a  tew 
q£  the  moft  confide  table  ;  and  ccl- 
lediing  together  all  the  fums  ifiiied 

O  m  £> 

to  each  in  all  thele  litis,  we  have 
fiated  the  total  for  which  each  per- 
fon  fiands  at  this  day  accountable 
to  the  public. 

The  r e ful t  from  thefe  lifts  is,  that 
under  the  head  of  ifiues  for  the  ex¬ 
traordinary  fervices  of  the  army 
between  the  year  1746  and  the  6th 
of  May  laft,  664  perfons  remain  at 
this  day  accountable  to  the  public, 
for  the  fum  of  38,933,920!.  16s.; 
and  of  them  fix  perfons  only  for 
the  fum  of  4,214,487b  :  and  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  prefen t  courfe  of  the 
exchequer?  every  one  of  them  mu  ft 
pafs  his  accounts  of  the^  whole  fum 
he  has  received  before  the  auditors 
of  the  i inprefi,  or  he  cannot  have 
his  quietus. 

It  is  .  equally  expedient  for  the 
public  and  for  the  perfons  concerned, 
that  the  ftate  of  this  infuper  ac¬ 
count  fhoifid  be  made  known.  Who¬ 
ever  of  thebe  accountants  are,  upon 
the  balance  of  their  accounts,  in- 
iiebted.to  the  public,  fliould  pay 
fuch  debts ;  if  the  public  are  in¬ 
debted  to  them,  they  fhould.be  paid  ; 
if  their  accounts  are  even,  they 
ought  to  be.  quieted if,  through 
ignorance  or  delulion,  they  think 
themfelves  fecure,  they  ought  to  be 
warned  that  prerogative  procefs 
hangs,over  their  perfons  and  eftates ; 
and  the  longer  they  .delay  palling 
their  accounts,  the  greater  difficulty 
they  will  find  in  avoiding  in,  ^ 

That  perfons,  entrufied  to  fuch 
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an  extent,  .fiioijl.d  continue  fo  long 
without  bemo- "called  to  account, 
and,  being  fo  deeply  interefted, 
fliould  not  long  ago  anxioufiy  nave 
piaffed  to  have  their  accounts  ad- 
j  lifted,,  was  a  difficulty  that  feemed 
net  eafily  .reconcileable  with  public 
attention  or  common  prudence:  the 
examination  of  one  of  thefe  account¬ 
ants  might  throw  fome  light  upon 
the  fubjeCf. 

In  the  final  account  of  lord  North 
and  Mr,  Cooke,  Anthony  Bacon, 
efq.  is  let  infuper  2798b  9s.  4d. 
for  vitfiualling  the  forces  in.  the  Ifie 
of  Man  ;  and  for  incidental  charges 
in  the  years  1765,  766,  and  1767  : 
in  Mr.  Rigby’s  accounts,  ending 
the  24th  of  December  1769,  he  is 
likewife  let  infuper  with  Lewis 
Chauvet,  efq.  11,745!.  7s.  3d.  for 
negroes  employed  in  the  ceded 
illands.  We  procured  two  of  the 
warrants  for  the  payment  of  parts 
of  thefe  lums ;  the  firft,  dated  the 
10th  of  February  1767,  for  the 
payment  of  1104I.  6s.  lod.  “up¬ 
on  account  to  fatisfy  and  difeharpe 
the  like  fum  due  to  him  to  this 
warrant  were  annexed  an  account 
Hating  the  articles  he  had  fupplied 
to  the  forces  in  the  life  of  Man,  as 
the  ground  or  his  claim,  and  a  re¬ 
port  of  the  controller  of  the  ar¬ 
my  accounts  :  the  fecond,  dated  the 
20th  of  December  1768,  for  the 
payment  of  10&3I.  res.  gd.  “  with¬ 
out  deduction  and  without  account?’' 
in  full  for  the  balance  of  his  aer 
count  of  negroes  employed  in  the 
new  ceded  illands :  to  this  warrant 
is  annexed  a  '.Hated  account,  con¬ 
taining  all,  his  receipts  and  pay¬ 
ments  for  this  lervice,  and  the  ba¬ 
lance  ftruck. 

We  examined  Mr.  Bacon  relative 
to  the  ci rc  11  mftance ,  of  thde  pay¬ 
ments.,  The ftrlb  was  a  .claim  by 
him  .upo.nl  the  treafury,  for  haying;; 
purfuant  to  an  agree  merit,  iupphed. 

(H  4)  lor 
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for  a  certain  time,  certain  articles 
to  the  troops  in  the  Iile  of  Man  : 
the  treafury  referred  this  claim  to 
the  controllers  of  the  army  ac¬ 
counts  ;  and  upon  their  report, 
granted  him  the  warrant  for  the 
payment  of  the  fum  that  appeared 
to  be  due  to  him  :  the  other  was  a 
Hated  account,  Confiding  of  various 
fpecific  l'ums  paid  to  him  from  time 
to  time,  by  warrants,  either  upon 
the  exchequer  or  the  pay m after -ge¬ 
neral  of  the  forces,  for  fervices  per¬ 
formed  purfuant  to  a  contra#  with 
the  treafury,  for  fupplying*  negroes 
for  the  ufe  ot  the  ceded  iliands. 
Thefe  fums  were  not  imprefts,  but 
directed  to  be  made  without  account. 
Upon  production  of  proper  certifi¬ 
cates  of  the  execution,  this  account 
was  fettled  by  the  treafury  ;  the 
balance  (truck,  and  paid  to  him  by 
that  warrant. 

As  the  Lift  of  thefe  payments 
was  made  to  him  in  confequence  of 
the  report  of  the  controller  of  the 
army  accounts  ;  and  the  fecond,  as 
the  balance  of  a  dated  fettled  ac¬ 
count,  Mr,  Bacon  confidered  them 
as  accounts  completely  adjufled : 
be  did  not  conceive  himfelf  any 
longer  refponfible,  or  fubje#  to 
render  any  other  account  for  the 
fums  he  had  received  in  confequence 
of  thefe  two  engagements. 

It  is  more  than  probable  that 
many  of  the  perfons  in  thefe  lifts 
are  in  the  like  iituation.  Satisfied 
that  their  accounts  with  the  public 
are  finally  fettled,  they  refl  perfect¬ 
ly  fecure  from  being  ever  called  to 
account  again;  and  yet,  the  names 
of  all  the  perfons  in  the  lifts  of 
Lord  Chatham  and  Lord  Darling¬ 
ton,  have,  twice  a  year,  for  feveral 
years,  been  Blued  with  the  writ  of 
difiringas  ad  computandum  to  the 
ftieriffs  of  London  and  Middlefex ; 
and,  had  that  proceis  been  execut¬ 
ed,  iflues  muff  have  been  returned 

q  \  '  '***  -  v- 
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upon  them  all  for  negle#ing  to 
bring  in  their  accounts. 

Mr.  Bacon’s  two  accounts  hav¬ 
ing  been  fettled,  one  by  the  control¬ 
ler  of  the  army  accounts,  the  other 
by  the  treafury ;  we  examined  Sir 
John  Dick,  bart.  one  of  the  con¬ 
trollers  of  the  armv  accounts,  and 
John  Martin  Leake,  efq.  one  of  the 
clerks  of  the  treafury,  relative  to 
the  examinations  mven  to  accounts 

o 

of  this  defeription  in  their  offices. 

All  the  iflues  for  the  army  ex¬ 
traordinaries  ought  regularly  to  be 
examined  by  the  controller  of  the 
accounts  of  the  army  ;  but  in  fome 
cafes,  as  where  the  agreement  is  to 
furnifli  articles  upon  commiffion,  or 
where  the  vouchers  of  an  account 
Hating  the  performance  of  a  con** 
tra#  are  competent  and  require  no 
reference,  they  have  been  examin¬ 
ed  by  a  clerk  of  the  treafury,  and 
payments  have  been  directed  to  be 
made  in  confequence  of  that  exa¬ 
mination,  without  any  other  re- 
ference,  and  without  account.  * 
Every  contra#  with  the  treafury 
is  entered  in  the  controller’s  office. 
Where  it  is  an  agreement  only  by  a 
minute  made  at  the  treafury  board, 
either  a  copy  of  that  minute  is 
brought  to  the  controller’s  office  to 
be  entered,  or  the  controller  has 
recourfe  to  the  original  minute  when 
neceftarv.  Every  account  or  claim 
grounded  upon  the  contra#  or  a- 
greement,  is  generally  referred, 
with  the  vouchers  and  other  necef- 
fary  infiruments,  by  the  lords  of 
the  treafury,  to  the  controller  for 
his  examination  and  opinion  :  he 
compares  the  articles  in  the  account 
\vith  the  terms  of  the  contra#  or 
treafury  minute,  and  with  their 
correfpondent  vouchers ;  he  exa¬ 
mines  the  computations  and  callings, 
and  requires  the  certificate  of  the 
proper  officer,  of  the  faithful  exe¬ 
cution^  of  $he  contra#  in  every 
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part  •  he  corrects  the  errors  in  the 
account  ;  he  hates  his  doubts,  and 
reports  his  opinion  to  the  lords  of 
the  treafury,  who  form  their  judg¬ 
ment  upon  his  report,  and  direbt 
payments  accordingly. 

Iffues  directed  by  the  treafury 
upon  thefe  contracts,  may  be  ei¬ 
ther  previous  to  the  execution  of 
any  part  of  the  contract,  or  in  con- 
fequence  of  either  a  part  or  the 
whole  having  been  performed  :  the 
firit  is  without  the  intervention  of 
the  controller  or  the  treafury  clerk, 
and  mull  be  upon  account :  the 
other  two  are  in  confequence  of 
the  reference  to  one  of  them,  and 
may  be  directed  to  be  made,  either 
upon,  or  without  account  ;  but 
they  are  ufually  upon  account. 
Hence  we  may  colieCt  the  lituation 
in  which  the  lab-accountants  under 
our  consideration  may  at  prefent 
Hand.  To  fome  of  them  the  turns 
they  are  charged  with,  may  have 
been  iiTued  on  account,  and  no  ex¬ 
amination  whatever  had  of  the  ex¬ 
penditure.  To  others,  fums  may 
have  been  iffued,  either  upon,  or 
without  account,  in  confequence  of 
the  reports  of  the  controller  of  the 
army  accounts,  or  of  the  examina¬ 
tions  of  the  clerks  of  the  treafury  ; 
and  the  auditors  of  the  imp  reft  have 
feen  reafon,  according  to  the  rules 
of  their  office,  to  fet  them  all  in- 
fuper,  though  feme  of  the  war¬ 
rants  may  have  been  lilent,  or  have 
even  direbted  the  iffues  to  be  made 
"without  account.  There  can  be 
no  doubt  that  thofe  perfons  whofe 
accounts  have  never  been  examin¬ 
ed,  are  bound  to  pafs  them  :  but 
thofe  to  whom  payments  have  been 
made  in  confequence  of  accounts 
examined  and  approved  by  officers 
duly  authorized.  Hand  upon  a  dif¬ 
ferent  ground.  If  fuch  an  ex¬ 
amination  be  liable  to  no  fufpicion 
$>f  careleffnefs,  partiality,  or  collu- 
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Hon ;  if  it  has  fuch  credit  as  to 
warrant  the  abfual  payment  of  the 
demand,  any  farther  check  feems  tci 
be  unneceftary.  The  auditor  fol¬ 
low's  exactly  the  Heps  of  the  con¬ 
troller  ;  he  re-computes,  re-cafts, 
and  re-examines  the  fame  or  fimilar 
vouchers.  It  is  true,  he  may  cor- 
rebt  the  errors  of  the  controller,  a* 
the  latter  has  correbfed  his  errors  ; 
for  the  ftatements  of  the  auditor 
have  been  referred  to  and  correbted 
by  the  controller  ;  but  if  the  pof- 
libility  of  error  were  a  ground  for 
re-examination,  checks  would  be 
endlefs.  If  two  perfons  compe¬ 
tent  in  accounts  do  their  duty  ;  if 
each  examines,  and  they  both  agree, 
the  probability  is  they  are  both 
right,  for  it  is  highly  improbable 
they  fhould  both  err  exabtly  alike  ; 
and,  therefore,  if  an  office  for  the 
examination  of  accounts  be  faith¬ 
fully  executed,  there  is  no  necef- 
fity  for  the  interpofitlon  of  any 
other  office  by  way  of  check. 

The  palling  thele  accounts  in  the 
office  of  the  auditor  is  not  only 
ufelefs,  but  attended  with  ver\r 
conliderable  expence,  and  the  pub¬ 
lic  pays  it.  The  fees  paid  for  pall¬ 
ing  an  account  of  extraordinaries 
in  the  office  of  the  auditor,  are  in 
proportion  to  the  length  and  period 
of  the  account,  and  the  trouble  it 
gives  to  the  office.  Where  the  ac¬ 
count  comprehends  a  number  of 
years,  the  auditor  is-  paid  from  ten 
pounds  to  twenty-five  pounds  for 
each  year  of  the  account.  All  the 
fees  for  palling  a  ftiort  account 
through  all  the  exchequer  offices, 
amount  to  about  40I.  and  a  long 
one  ro  120I.  Ellimating  the  ex¬ 
peace  of  palling  the  accounts  of 
664  infupers  (the  number  in  thefe 
lifts)  in  the  auditor’s  office,  one 
with  another  at  a  medium  of  80L 
each,  it  will  amount  to  52,120b  a 
fum  to  be  paid  for  bulinefs  unne- 
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neceffaryy  and  which  ought,  cfpe- 
cially  iii  the  prefent  hate  of  its  fi¬ 
nances,  to  be  laved  to  the  public. 

It  will  not  be  difficult  to  diftin- 
guiffi  which  of  thefe  accounts  have 
been  -examined,  and  which  not. 
The  controller  keeps  entries  of  all 
his  reports  in  his  office.  The  trea- 
i'liry  can  certainly  with  eale  find 
out  what  accounts  have  been  fettled 
by  their  clerks  ;  and  by  the  publi¬ 
cation  of  thefe  lifts  of  iniupers, 
they  who  are  alive,  and  the  repre- 
fematives  of  thofe  who  are  dead, 
will  fee  the  fums  for  which  they 
Hand  accountable  to  the  public ; 
it  nearly  concerns  them  all  to  exa¬ 
mine  into  the  ftate  of  their  accounts, 
and  to  be  ready  to  produce  them 
when  called  upon  by  proper  autho¬ 
rity. 

We  are  of  opinion,  that  all  thefe 
lifts  of  fub-accountants  fhould  forth¬ 
with  undergo  a  fcrutiny  in  the  trea¬ 
sury,  and  in  the  office  of  the  con¬ 
troller  of  the  accounts  of  the  army  ; 
that  fuch  of  the  perfons  therein 
named,  or  the  reprefentatives  of 
thofe  who  arc  dead,  whole  accounts 
have  been  either  imperfectly  or  net 
at.all  examined,  fhould  be  compel¬ 
led  to  produce  their  accounts  in  the 
office  of  the  controller  of  the  ac¬ 
counts  of  the  army,  in  order  for 
their  examination  ;  and  that  thofe 
perfons  whofe  accounts  fliall  appear 
to  have  been  fufficiently  examined, 
eitherby  the  controller  or  the  clerks 
of  the  treafury,  fhould  be  relieved 
from  the  neceffity  of  paffing  their 
accounts  in  the  office  of  the  audit¬ 
ors  of  the  impreft,  and  fhould,  by 
fpecial  warrants  to  be  granted  for 
that  purpofe,  have  their  i  nippers 
cleared  in  the  final  accounts  of  the 
paymafters -general  of  the  forces, 
from  whom  they  received  the  fums 
with  which  they  hand  charged,  and 
be  enabled  to  obtain  their  quietus. 

The  next  fubject  to  which  we  di- 
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reded  our  attention,  was  the  ftate 
of  the  accounts  of  the  paymaliers- 
general  of  the  forces  in  the.  office 
of  the  auditors  of  the  impreft.  The 
account  we  had  been  examining, 
was  the  laft  declared  account  of  a 
paymafter-general  of  the  forces, 
and  of  the  year  1767  ;  onlyrone 
account  more  of  a  fubiequent  year, 
which  is  that  of  Mr.  Cooke  and  Mr. 
Thomas  Townfhend,  ending  the 
24th  of  June  i  768, has  been  declared. 
An  arrear  of  14  years  in  the  ac¬ 
counts  of  an  office  lb  important  and 
of  fo  extenhve  a  public  expendi¬ 
ture,  was  a  fubjedt  that  called  for 
inquiry. 

We  required  from  the  auditors 
of  the  impreft  the  ftate  of  the  ac¬ 
counts  of  the  paymafters -  general 
of  the  forces  in  their  offices,  dif- 
tinguifhing  the  times  when  the  le- 
veral  parts  of  the  accounts  were 
delivered  in,  and  the  progrefs  made 
towards  completing  the  fame. 

In  the  return  to  this  requisition 
from  the  office  of  Lord  Sondes,  the 
fir  ft  article  is  the  final  account  of 
Henry  Lord  Holland,  for  fix  months, 
ending  the  24th  of  June  1765  :  it 
is  ftated  to  have  been  ddiveied  to 
the  auditor  in  1772.  The  accounts 
of  three  fucceeding  pay  mailers,  for 
the  three  fucceeding  years,  have 
been  declared  ;  but  this  account  is. 
neither  declared,  nor  ready  for  de¬ 
claration.  It  was  incumbent  upon. 
us  to  enquire  into  the  caufes  that 
obtlrubled  the  completion  of  an  ac¬ 
count  of  lb  remote  a  period. 

This  account  had  been  under  our 
conftderation  in  the  beginning  of 
the  year  178 j,  as  far  as  regarded 
the  balance  then  due  from  the  re¬ 
prefentatives  of.Lord  Hollar d  to  the. 
public  :  w  hat  farther  progrefs  had 
been  made  in  it  lince  that  time, 
both  in  the  auditor’s  office  and  in  the. 
pay  office,  we  learned  from  Jofeph 
Hughes,  efq.  one  of  the  deputy- 
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auditors,  Mr.  Thomas  Cib'bes,  one 
of  the  clerks  in  the  office  of  Lord 
Sondes,  and  Mr.  John  Colbofne, 
an  aiftftant  in  the  pay-office,  who 
has  been  the  principal  perfon  em¬ 
ployed  in  making  up  the  accounts 
of  Lord  Holland. 

This  account  has  been  ready  for 
declaration,  a>  far  as  the  auditor 
has  been  enabled  to  proceed  with 
it,  ever  ffirce  the  year  1778  ;  the 
two  parts  have  been  engrofled  for 
above  two  years,  and  it  has  waited 
only  for  the  adding  executor  of 
Lord  Holland  to  ifrike  the  balance, 
and  at  tell  the  account.  Since  it 
has  been  ingrofled.  feveral  additions 
have  from  time  to  time  been  made 
to  the  book  of  account  in  the  pay- 
office  :  fuch  as  were  made  before 
Chriftmas  la  ft  have  been  entered  in 
the  ingroflments.  Some  time  about 
Chriftmas,  the  book  of  account  was 
taken  from  the  office  of  the  auditor 
to  the  pay-office,  for  the  purpofe  of 
adding  two  articles  to  the  charge, 
amounting  to  13 681.  9s.  3d.  arifing 
from  errors  in  the  account  pointed 
out  by  the  auditor.  At  this  time 
the  balance  (including  thefe  two 
,31  tides)  agreed  by  the  pay-office, 
and  by  them  pencilled  into  the 
book  of  account,  was  68,oo81.  6s. 
6d.  -Poe*  Soon  after  Chriftmas  the 
book  was  returned  to  the  auditor, 
with  feveral  o’herartieles, amounting 
together  to  48,799b  ics.  i  id.  added 
to  the  end  of  the  charge,  and  inferred 
next  before  the  two  pointed  out  by 
the  auditor  ;  and  upon  the  1  2th  of 
February,  in  confequcnce  of  a  let¬ 
ter  from  Lord  Sondes  to  Mr.  Powell, 
an  addition  was  made  of  three 
more  articles  ;  amounting  to  774!. 
ys  3d.  which  are  the  laft  additions 
to  the  charge.  An  allowance  was 
alfo  claimed  of  2845b  17s.  lod.  in 
addition  to  the  dil'charge.  Suppof- 
ing  this  claim  to  be  well  founded, 
the  balance  due  on  the  12th  of  Fe« 
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brvtary  laft  from  the  reprefentsPtives 
of  Lord  Holland,  as  pay j$ after- ge¬ 
neral  of  the  forces,  to  the  public, 
was  i  14,736b  6s,  iod. 

The  balance  of  public  money  in 
the  hands,  cuifody,  or  power  of 
thereprefentatives  of  Lord  Holland, 
as  paymalieo-general  of  the  forces, 
upon  the  27th  of  September  1780, 
returned  to  our  precept  by  John 
Powell,  efq.  his  only  adding  exe¬ 
cutor,  and  attefted  by  him  on  oath 
before  us  upon  the  28th  of  March 
1781,  as  being,  to  the  beft  of  his 
knowledge,  the  whole  balance  then 
remaining  upon  the  account  of  the 
faid  Lord  Holland,  was  256,456b 
2  s .  4 d. ;  of  this  balance  he  paid  in¬ 
to  the  exchequer  in  November 
1781,  purfuant  to  the  ad  of  the 
2 1  ft  of  his  prefent  majefty,  232,515!. 
4s.  8d.  which  reduced  the  balance 
in  his  hands  to  23,9401.  17s,  Sd.  ; 
this  being  deducted  from  j  14,736b 
6s.  iod.  his  balance  upon  the  12th 
of  February,  leaves  90,795b  gsv 
2d.  ;  of  "which  39,853b  is.  gd.  was 
included  in  the  charge  before  Chrift¬ 
mas  laft,  and  50,942b  7s.  $d.  was1 
added  to  it  between  Chriftmas  and 
the  12th  of  February.  Such  ap¬ 
peared  the  increafe  of  the  debt  due? 
to  the  public  from  the  reprefent- 
atives  of  Lord  Holland,  ftnee  the 
27th  of  September  1  780.  By  what 
means  this  balance  could  accumu¬ 
late  to  fuch  a  degree  ffince  Miv 
Powell’s  examination  before  us’,  aiid< 
and  fifteen  years  after  Lord  Holland 
had  resigned  the  office  of  paymafter- 
general,  was  a  difficulty  that  want¬ 
ed  explanation.  ;  > 

We  required  from  the  auditor  of 
the  impreft  a  copy  of  the  additions 
made  to  the  charge  and  difehargb 
of  the  final  account  of  Henry  Lord, 
Holland,  as  paymafter-general  of 
the  forces  between  the  27th  of 
September  1780,  and  the  5th  of 
Qdtober  laft,  and  alfo  a  copy  of  the 
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like  additions  fince  the  5th  of  Oc¬ 
tober  iaft. 

It  was  not  in  the.  power  of  the 
auditor  to  comply  with  our  iirft  rq- 
qtiifition,  nor  were  we  able  by  any 
means*  to  difcover  either  what  the 
particular  additions  were,  or  at  what 
times  any  of  them  were  entered 
upon  the  account  prior  to  the  5th 
of  October  la  ft  ;  for  the  entries  up¬ 
on  the  account  are  without  date, 
and  no  memprandum  or  minute  of 
the  time,  or  fubjedV  matter  of  the 
entry  is  kept  in  the  offices  either  of 
the  auditor  or  of  the  paymafter-ge- 
neral.  It  has  been  ufual  for  the 
pay-office  to  leave,  in  different  parts 
of  the  body  of  the  account  blanks 
for  funis  not  afeertained  when  the 
account  is -iirft  drawn  out,  and  to 
fill  them  up  afterwards  at  fuch 
times  when  they  take  the  book 
back  to  the  office. 

It  was  in  the  power  of  the  au¬ 
ditor  to  anfwer  our  other  requi- 
iition  ;  far  all  the  additions  iince 
the  5th  of  October,  were  entered 
together  at  the  end  of  the  charge 
in  the  account.  He  returned  to  us 
a  ftate  of  them  ;  but  the  entries  of 
thefe  articles  being  alfo  without  the 
material  circumftance  of  dates  and 
authorities,  we  annexed  a  copy  of 
this  return  to  a  precept  to  the  pay- 
office,  requiring  an  account  of  the 
times  when,  and  the  warrants  and 
authorities  by  which,  the  fums  con¬ 
tained  in  that  return  were  refpec- 
tively  paid  into  the  hands,  or  placed 
to  the  account  of  the  paymafter- 
general  of  the  forces,  with  the 
dates  of  fuch  warrants,  and  by 
whom  granted.  They  returned  to 
us  this  ftate  completed  as  we  defin¬ 
ed  ;  it  coniifts  of  a  variety  of  ar¬ 
ticles  which  may  be  clafled  under 
five  heads :  fums  paid  to  deputies 
of  Lord  Holland,  amounting  to 
19,255b  6s.  lid — two  articles  of 
profit  on  remittances,  9,518b  qs. 


yd — Stoppages  made  by  deputies, 
20,025b  19s.  qd.” — the  two  articles 
pointed  out  by  the  auditor,  1368b 
9s.  3d,- — and  the  three  articles 
added  the  12th  of  February,  774b 
7s.  3d.  the  total  of  thefe  additions 
is  50,942b  ?s.  ycb.  The  dates  of 
all  of  them,  except  the  two  dis¬ 
covered  by  the  auditor,  are  com¬ 
prehended  between  the  year  175 8 
and  1765  inclufive  ;  feveral  of  the 
fums  are  directed  to  be  paid  to,  and 
moft  of  the  ftoppages  to  be  made 
by  the  deputies,  purfuant  to  war¬ 
rants  of  commanders  in  chief  ;  for 
the  payment  of  others  of  them  no 
authority  appears. 

All  the  articles  that  were  charges 
upon  l  ord  Holland,  have  been 
feveral  years  ago  ielected  from  his 
ledger  accounts,  and  at  different 
times  all  inferred  in  his  book  of  ac¬ 
count  :  the  additions  which  were 
entered  about  Chriftmas  laft,  and 
the  three  entered  the  12th  of  Fe¬ 
bruary",  complete  the  charge  againft: 
him.  It  refted  now  with  Mr. 
Powell  alone  to  explain  to  us  the 
reafon  why  near  90, cool,  the  diffe¬ 
rence  between  Ids  balance  in  Sep¬ 
tember  1780,  and  the  prefent  ba¬ 
lance  of  the  account  in  the  office  of 
the  auditor,  was  not  included  in 
his  return  to  our  precept  upon  the 
27th  of  September  1780;  and  for 
this  purpofe  we  required  his  at¬ 
tendance. 

Upon  our  informing  him,  at  his 
deiire,  of  the  fubjedt  we  intended 
to  examine  him  upon,  he  begged 
the  indulgence  of  a  few  days  for 
coniideration.  Upon  his  next  at¬ 
tendance  he  delivered  to  us,  in 
writing,  a  requeft,  that  his  exami¬ 
nation  might  be  deferred  ;  alledg¬ 
ing,  that  he  was  informed  it  was 
under  consideration,  whether  a  cri¬ 
minal  profecution  fhould  not  be 
commenced  againft  him,  on  ac¬ 
count  of  his  examination  upon 
5  oath, 
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oath,  taken  by  us  in  February  and 
March  i  7  8  r  9  left  queftions  Ihould 
be  put,  the  anfivers  to  which  might 
tend  to  accufe  himfelf.  Upon  pro¬ 
ducing  to  us,  at  his  next  attend- 
ance,  a  copy  of  an  extract:  of  a 
minute  of  the  lords  comrniffioners 
of  the  treafury,  dated  the  27th  of 
February,  and  being  informed  by 
William  Chamberlayne,  efq.  the 
Solicitor  to  the  treafury,  that  a 
criminal  profecution  was  in  their 
contemplation,  we  polfponed  the 
examination  of  Mr,  Powell, 

But  we  did  not  delili  from  pur- 
fuing  fuch  other  means  of  informa¬ 
tion  upon  this  fubjeft  as  were  with-  “ 
in  our  reach.  We  had  recourfe  to 
the  oihcial  books  of  the  paymafter- 
general  of  the  forces  (now  declared 
by  the  legiflature  to  be  the  pro-' 
petty  of  the  public)  in  the  pay- 
office  of  the  army.  We  directed 
the  attendance  of  Mr.  Powell,  Mr. 
Bembridge,  and  Mr.  Colborne,  at 
the  pay-office,  that  they  might  not 
be  ignorant  of  our  proceedings,  and 
might  be  ready  to  give  us  fuch  in¬ 
formation  relative  to  the  accounts, 
as  we  might  think  proper  to  re¬ 
quire  :  in  their  prefence  we  in- 
fpefled  thofe  books  of  Lord  Hol¬ 
land’s  accounts,  from  whence  the 
articles  added  to  the  charge  in  his 
final  account,  and  included  in  the 
: return  made  to  ns  from  the  pay- 
office,  had  been  extracted.  , 
From  this  infpedlion,  and  from 
the  examination  of  Mr.  John  Col- 
borne,  we  find,  that  fuch  of  thofe 
articles  as  coni: If  of  payments  made 
to  deputy  -  paymasters,  had  long 
ago  been  entered  in  the  proper 
books  belonging  to  each  refjpeftive 
deputy,  as  charges  againft  him. 
It  is  ufual  for  the  deputies  abroad 
to  return  to  the  pay-office  in  Lon¬ 
don,  as  often  as  they  have  oppor¬ 
tunity,  accounts  of  their  receipts 
and  payments,  down  as  low  as  to 
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the  date  of  their  account?,  with, 
the  vouchers.  The  accounts -are 
immediately  examined  in  the  office^ 
and  entered  in  the  books  of  each 
reipeffive  deputy  ;  and  when  the 
account  of  the  year  to  whick  thefe 
receipts  and  payments  -belong,  Is 
made  up  for  the  auditor,  thefe  ar¬ 
ticles  are  polled  to  their  ieparate 
accounts  in  the  ledger.  The  two 
articles  lfated  in  the  return  as,- profit 
on  remittances*  were  made  up,,  one 
of  them  about  the  year  1764,  un¬ 
der  the  direction  of  Mr.  Nickoils, 
the  then  *  accountant  of  the  pay- 
office;  the  other,  -about  four  or 
five-  years  ago,  ‘under  the  dirediioa 
of  Mr.  Poweilv  The  ftoppages  are 
taken '  from  the  accounts  oft  the 
deputies,  '  and-'  entered.  \in  .Their 
re fpeftive- books.  All  the  articles 
competing  :the  fern  of  20,0  2  5  L  19s* 
5'd;  the  amount*  of  -the  hop  pages, 
were* poffied- into  the  ledger,  to  the 
accounts  of-  the'  -  proper  .deputies^ 
previous  to -the  year  17*72,  when, 
the  final  account  was  fenC  to  the 
auditor,"  and  one  -of  thefe.  articles 
in  this  lift  is  6H54L  ys..6d.  con« 
lifting  of:ftoppagesby  Mr.  Row  elf 
as  deputy- paymafter  at  •  :Quebec. 
Ail  the  deputies  mentioned  in  this 
return  are  dead ;  and  alhtheir  ac-^ 
counts  have  been  long  lince  made 
up,'  except  that  of  Mr.  Barrow, 
and  that  appears  now  to  be  finilhed. 

We  required  a  Hate  of  the  bal¬ 
ances  of  the  deputies  to  Lord  Hol¬ 
land,  as  they  now  hand  between 
fuch  deputies  and  the  afling  execu¬ 
tor  of  Lord  Holland.  By  this  re?* 
turn,  the  film  how  due  from  them 
amounts  to  41,626!.  19s.  4d.  but 
for  which  the  adding  executor  is 
anfwerable  to  the  public. 

The  circumftance  in.  this  inquiry 
that  materially  concerns  the  inter- 
eft  of  the  public,  is  their  claim 
upon  the  eftate  of  the  late  Lord 
Holland  ;  this  claim  is  much  great¬ 
er 
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ter  than  it  was  conceived  to  be  : 
according'  to  Mr.  Powell  s  account 
(whole  duty  it  was,  and  who,  as 
accountant  in  the  pay-office  from 
June  1765  to  March  1776,  and 
cafhier  ever  iince,  and  as  the  only 
ading  executor  of  Lord  Holland, 
muft  be  prefumed  to  know  with 
precilion)  the  total  debt  to  the 
public  upon  the  27th  of  September 
1780,  was  256,456!.  2S.  4d.  What 
the  balance  of  the  account  in  the 
office  of  the  auditor  might  be  at 
that  time,  was  totally  immaterial ; 
the  debt  to  the  public  was  the  fame, 
however  incomplete  that  account 
was,  or  whatever  entries  might  be 
wanting  to  the  charge  or  the  clif- 
charge.  After  the  payments  into 
the  exchequer  in  the  year  1781, 
this  debt  was  reduced  to  23,940!. 
17s,  8d.  In  February  la  ft  the  ac¬ 
count  in  the  auditor’s  office  ftates 
an  increafe,  in  confequence  of  an 
agreed  and  pencilled  balance,  and 
of  additions  (except  in  two  lmall 
articles)  voluntarily  made  to  the 
charge  in  the  pay  office,  to  1  14,736b 
6s.  iod.  In  March  lafl  Mr.  Powell 
paid  into  .the  exchequer  in  part  of 
his  balance  20, cool,  which  reduced 
it  to  94,736b  6s.  iod.  a  fuin  to 
which  the  public  has  at  this  time 
confelfedly  an  undoubted  right': 
but  this  fum  too  may  be  varied  by 
two  articles  not  yet  decided,  the 
one  in  the  charge,  the  other  in  the 
discharge. 

In  the  charge  upon  the  final  ac¬ 
count  of  Lord  Holland,  there  is 
an  article  of  29,656!.  1  is.  6d. 
profit  on  exchange  made  by  Peter 
Taylor,  efq.  his  deputy  in  Ger¬ 
many.  In  order  to  check  this  ar¬ 
ticle,  the  auditor  has  frequently 
required  from  the  pay-office  the 
materials  from  whence  this  fum  was 
Computed  and  made  out.  He  was 
furniffied  about  Chriftmas  laft  with 
'a  book  dated  the  12th  .  of  j\Jay 
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1764,  under  the  fignature  of  Peter 
Taylor,  intituled,  “  Account  of 
profit  and  lofs  to  the  public  on  all 
payments  made  by  Peter  Taylor, 
deputy -paym  tiler  in  Germany/1' 
The  auditor  has  examined  this  hook, 
and  diicovered  in  it  variety  of  er¬ 
rors  to  the  amount  of  *,577!.  13a. 
iod.  in  favour  of  the  public  :  he 
fent  his  obfervations  upon  thefe  er¬ 
rors  to  Mr.  Powell  the  23d  of 
February ;  in  confequence  of  which, 
fome  of  the  articles  objected  to, 
have  been  examined  on  the  part  of 
Lord  Holland,  and  found  to  agree 
with  the  computations  of  the  audi- 
ditor  :  the  reil  ure  as  yet  un-exa- 
mined.  In  the  difcharge,  the  ar¬ 
ticle  of  2845b  1  -s.  red.  is  under 
the  confideration  of  the  lords  of 
the  treafury  :  they  have  not  de¬ 
cided,  whether  they  fliall  admit 
or  reject  the  claim  of  Mr.  Powell 
to  be  allowed  this  fum  among  his 
payments.  Should  this  article  be 
difaUowed,  and  the  errors  in  the 
profit  and  lofs  account  be  found  to 
be  real,  the  fum  due  to  the  public 
will  be  106,159!.  1 8s.  6d« 

Hence  appears  the  prefent  Bate 
of  the  debt  due  to  the  public  from 
the  representatives  of.  Henry  Lord 
Holland  as  pay mafter -general  of 
the  forces.  The  public  have,  at  all 
events,  an  undoubted  right  to  the 
fum  of  94,736b  6s.  icd.  and,  there¬ 
fore,  in  obedience  to  the  aft  that 
regulates  our  conduct,  we  report 
it  as  our  opinion,  that  the  repre- 
fentatives  of  Lord  Holland  ought, 
without  delay,  to  pay  into  the  re¬ 
ceipt  of  his  majeity’s  exchequer, 
upon  the  terms  mentioned  in  the 
act  of  the  21ft  of  his  prefent  rna- 
jefty,  •  chapter  48th,  the  fum  of 
94,736b  6s.  iod.  to  be  applied  to 
the  lervice  of  the  public;  and,  as 
it  is  highly  expedient,  as  well  for 
the  quiet  of  the  perions  interefted 
as  for  the  laiisfadtion  of  the  public, 
. . .  " . .  that 
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tiiat  an  account  fo  long  depending, 
and  of  fo  remote  a  period,  lhouid 
be  brought  to  abcondufion,  we  are 
of  opinion  the  doubtful  articles 
lhouid  forthwith  be  examined  and 
decided  upon,  and  the  balance  ft  ruck 
between  the  public  and  the  accoun¬ 
tant,  and  this  account  be  prefented 
for  declaration. 

In  the  ftates  of  the  accounts  of 
the  paymafters- general  of  the  forces, 
in  the  office  of  the  auditors  of  the 
impreft,  the  accounts  handing  next 
after  the  final  account  of  Lord 
Holland,  are  thofe  of  the  right  ho¬ 
nourable  Richard  Rigby.  It  ap¬ 
pears  from  thele  ftates,  that  two  of 
his  accounts,  the  one  for  half  a 
year  ending  tfie  24th  of  December 
1768,  the  other  for  the  next  year 
ending  the  24th  of  December  1769, 
are  balanced  and  attefted.  An  ob¬ 
jection  made  by  the  auditors,  rela¬ 
tive  to  o millions  in  the  civil  lift 
deduction,  retards  t]ieir  declaration. 
Since  the  1,6th  of  November  1780, 
four  more  accounts  of  the  four  fuc- 
ceeding  years  have  been  delivered 
into  the  auditors  office  :  they  are 
under  examination,  and  in  different 
ftages  towards  their  completion. 
The  auditor  does  not  appear  to 
have  received  any  account  from  the 
pay-office  of  a  year  fubfequent  to 
that  of  1773.  He  proceeds  upon 
the  pay-office  accounts  as  foon  as 
they  are  lent  to  him.  When  ob¬ 
jections  arife  from  miftakes,  omif- 
ftons,  articles  that  require  expla¬ 
nation,  or  want  of  vouchers,  thofe 
objections  are  tranfmitted  to  the 
pay-office  to  be  corrected,  explain¬ 
ed,  or  fupplicd.  Anfvvers  are  re¬ 
turned,  fometimes  ftiortly  after  the 
obfervations  are  lent,  fometimes  not 
until  long  after ;  and  the  auditor 
is  retarded  in  completing  the  ac¬ 
counts  for  want  of  a  regular  atten¬ 
tion  to  his  applications.  The  firft 
irep  muft  certainly  be  taken  by  the 


pay-office,  that  is,  the  delivery  of 
the  account  to  the  auditor,  with  the 
vouchers.  By  the  dates  of  the  de¬ 
livery,  as  they  are  ftated  by  him, 
they  have  not  been  lent  to  him 
until  long  after  the  year  of  the 
account  has  been  elapfed.  The  ac¬ 
counts  of  the  years  1768  and  1769 
were  not  delivered  until  ten  years 
after.  We  do  not,  therefore,  find 
that  the  imputation  of  delay  lies 
in  the  oitice  of  the  auditor.  The 
pay-office  feems  lately  to  have  been 
more  attentive  to  this  duty  :  we  fee 
by  rheir  lift  of  accounts  delivered 
into  the  office  of  the  auditor,  that 
five  accounts,  down  to  the  year 
1769,  were  delivered  in  the  year 
1779  ;  two,  for  the  years  1  770  and 
177?,  in- the  year  1780;  and  two, 
for  the  years  1772  and  17 73,  in  the 
year  1-782. 

Confide  ring  the  account,  as  drawn 
up  in  the  pay-office  for  the  purpofe 
of  being  examined  and  checked  in 
another  office,  there  feem  to  be,  in 
the  ftate  in  which  it  is  tranfmitted 
to  the  auditor,'  fame  defeats  that 
require  Correction.  The  entries  of 
many  of  the  articles  are  without 
dates  and  authorities  :  thele  are 
the  diftinguifhing  marks  of  fimilar 
articles,  and  the  omiffion  of  them 
tends  to  confound  the  auditor,  and 
may  be  the  means  of  fraud  or  con¬ 
cealment.  Every  article  both  of 
receipt  and  payment,  fiiould  be 
entered,  with  its  date  and  the  au¬ 
thority  which  directs  it,  in  the  ac¬ 
count  of  the  year  in  which  the  fum 
is  actually  received  and  paid.  It  k 
liot  the  account  of  the  year  it  pur¬ 
ports  to  be,  unlefs  it  comprehends 
all  the  known  receipts  and  pay¬ 
ments  of  that  year.  Can  any  good 
reafon  be  affigned,  why  fums,  re¬ 
ceived  by  the  deputies  and  entered 
in  the  books  of  thofe  -deputies  in 
the  pay-office,  in  the  year  1758:^ 
fhQuld  be  left  out  of  their,  proper 

place, 
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place,  the  account  of  the  year 
1758,  (which  was  not  delivered  to 
the  auditor  until  1768)  and  conti¬ 
nue  to  be  omitted  in  every  fucceed- 
ing  account,  un  il  the  laid  of  that 
paymafler-general,  the  account  of 
the  year  1763,  and  not  even  there 
inferted  until  the  year  1782  ? 
twenty-four  years  after  they  were 
entered  as  charges  upon  that  pay- 
mafler-general  in  the  books  of  the 
office. 

The  account  is  fent  to  the  audi¬ 
tor,  with  blanks  for  fums  in  the 
body  of  it :  after  he  has  examined 
it  as  far  he  is  able,  it  is  taken  back 
again  to  the  pay-office,  the  blanks 
filled  up,  and  corrections  and  ad¬ 
ditions  made  to  it  at  their  pleafure, 
Without  the  knowledge  of  the  au¬ 
ditor  ;  and  this,  frequently,  in  the 
progrefs  of  the  examination.  This 
practice  is  inconvenient  and  dan¬ 
gerous  :  it  increafes  the  trouble  of 
the  officer  ;  it  confounds  the  articles 
he  has  examined  with  thole  he  has 
not ;  alterations  may  be  made  in 
the  former  to  the  prejudice  of  the 
public,  and  pafs  unobferved  by  the 
auditor.  We  are  of  opinion  that 
the  account,  when  once  delivered 
to  the  auditor,  ought  to  remain  in 
his  office  until  it  is  completed,  and 
all  additions  and  corrections  after 
the  delivery,  be  made  at  his  office, 
and  with  his  privity. 

There  are  fome  articles  in  the 
voluntary  charge,  of  whole  accu¬ 
racy  the  auditor  cannot  judge  for 
want  of  fufficient  materials  :  thefe 
are  profit  on  exchange  and  remit¬ 
tances,  fome  of  the  payments  to 
the  deputies,  and  fome  of  the 
fioppages.  The  vouchers  produced 
Jto  the  auditor  for  thefe  charges,  are 
accounts  made  up  and  ligned  by 
the  accountant  of  the  pay-office.  A 
voluntary  charge  is  an  admiffion  of 
the  receipt  of  a  fum  on  account,  as 
far  as  it  goes  ;  but  it  may  be  erro¬ 


neous  or  defeClive,  or  fums  receive 
ed  may  be  fuppreifed  :  and  the  ac¬ 
count  of  an  officer  in  the  fame  of¬ 
fice  can  be  no  check  by  which  fuck 
errors  may  be  difcovered.  *  The 
auditor  fhould  be  furnifhed  with  the 
fame  materials  from  which  the  ac¬ 
countant  collects  the  charge.  Had 
not  Peter  Taylor’s  own  account 
of  profit  and  lofs  by  exchange, 
been  at  Lift  produced  to  the  audi¬ 
tor,  the  error  of  8,577!.  13s.  iod. 
had  never  been  brought  in  queffi 
tion,  and  the  right  of  the  public 
might  have  been  fo  far  violated. 

In  the  account  of  the  additions 
to  the  charge  in  Lord  Holland’s  fi¬ 
nal  account  returned  to  us  from  the 
pay-office,  is  the  fum  of  4000I.  re¬ 
ceived  of  Major  Gates  by  Mr. 
Mortier,  a  deputy-pay  mailer  :  the 
fum  had  been  iffued  to  him  by  war¬ 
rant  from  General  Monckton,  and 
eonfequently  Major  Gates  muff  be 
fet  inl'uper  for  that  fum  in  the  ac¬ 
count  of  Lord  Holland.  Major 
Gates  paid  it  back  to  Mr.  Mortier, 
who  gave  him  a  receipt  for  it :  un- 
lefs  Major  Gates  paffes  his  account 
of  this  fum  in  the  office  of  the  au¬ 
ditor  (an  event  cot  very  probable) 
this  receipt  which  is  the  only  evi¬ 
dence  to  charge  Mr.  Mortier,  can 
never  appear  againft  him  ;  and  con- 
fequently  this  fum  might  have  flept 
in  the  hands  of  the  deputy,  or  up¬ 
on  his  charging  himfelf  with  it*  in 
the  hands  of  the  paymafler-general, 
without  being  discovered  by  the  au¬ 
ditor.  We  are  therefore,  of  opi¬ 
nion,  that  no  money  fhould  be 
paid  into  the  hands  of  the  paymafc 
ter-general,  or  his  deputy,  unlels 
by  warrant  ;  and  that  a  copy  or 
extradl  of  fuch  warrant,  if  it  pro¬ 
ceeds  from  a  commander  in  chief, 
fhould  be  tranfmittcd  to  the  trea- 
fury,  as  the  evidence  of  the  charge 
upon  the  paymafler-general  of  the 
forces. 

The. 
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The  bufitiefs  of  the  auditor  of 
the  impreft,  to  be  cohered  from 
his  comraiffion,  is  to  audit  the  ac¬ 
counts  of  moil  of  the  receivers, 
and  of  all  the  officers  and  perfons 
entr  lifted  with  the  expenditure  of 
the  public  revenue.  Poffibly  this 
office  might  formerly  have  been 
able  to  accomplifli  this  duty ;  but 
fuch  has  been  the  Increafe  of  the 
revenue  within  thefe  few  years,  that 
the  accounts  are  grown  to  a  num¬ 
ber,  magnitude,  and  extent,  greatly 
beyond  what  could  have  been  fore- 
feen,  The  accounts,  which  at  this  day 
remain  for  the  audit  of  the  exche¬ 
quer,  are  74,000,000,  the  ilfues 
of  twenty-one  years,  for  the  na¬ 
vy  fervice ;  58,000,000,  the  if- 

fues  of  eighteen  years,  for  the 
army  fervice  ;  near  39,000,000  if- 
fued  to  fub -accountants  ;  together, 
171,000,000;  the  receipts  and  if- 
fues  of  all  the  provifions  for  the 
fupport  of  the  land  forces  in  Ame¬ 
rica  and  the  Weft  Indies,  during 
the  late  war :  all  thefe  accounts 
mull  be  paired.  The  public  have  a 
right  and  good  caufe  to  demand  it. 
If,  according  to  the  prefent  con- 
ftitution  of  the  exchequer,  they 
can  be  palled  no  where  but  in  the 
office  of  the  auditor,  that  conftitu- 
tion  fhould  be  altered.  Such  of  the 
accounts  as  may  appear  the  molt 
proper  to  be  removed,  Ihould  be 
transferred  from  his  office  to  fuch 
other  offices  as  may,  from  their  pe¬ 
culiar  circurnftances,  and  the  re¬ 
lation  they  bear  to  the  fubjedt  mat¬ 
ter  bf  the  accounts,  be  prefumed 
to  be  the  belt:  qualified  for  the  ex¬ 
amination  of  them. 

Wherever  an  office  is  inftituted 
for  the  purpofe  of  examining  and 
controlling  accounts  previous  to 
their  examination  by  the  auditor, 
and  that  office  is  fo  formed  as  to 
anfiver  the  ufe  intended,  and  the 
officers  do  their  duty,  it  feems  to 
us  to  render  any  fubfequent  ex- 
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animation  fuperfluous,  and  an  un- 
necelfkry  expence  to  the  public. 
Upon  this  principle  we  fuggefted 
the  exemption  of  the  accounts  of 
the  treafurer  of  the  navy  from  the 
jurifd'i&ion  of  the  auditor.  The 
fame  principle  leads  us  to  relieve 
him  from  the  accounts  of  the  army. 
Parts  of  thefe  accounts,  and  thofe 
very  confiderabie, — -the  execution 
of  the  contracts,  and  the  expendi¬ 
ture  of  the  extraordinaries,— ac¬ 
cording  to  the  prefent  ufage,  pafh 
the  office  of  the  controller  of  the 
army  accounts  previous  to  their 
examination  by  the  auditor.  As 
far  as  appears  to  us,  the  examin¬ 
ations  by  the  controller  are  fuffi- 
cient,  and  confequently  thofe  of  the 
auditor  may  be  difpenfed  with.  If 
the  office  of  the  controller  is  fo 
conftituted,  that  thefe  fpeeies  of 
accounts  may  fafely  reft  upon  his 
examination  (and  the  treafury  rely 
fo  much  upon  it,  that  they  aired!  pay¬ 
ments  upon  his  reports  without 
waiting  for  the  confirmation  of  the 
auditor)  he  mu  ft  be  equally  quali¬ 
fied  to  pals  the  reft  of  the  accounts 
of  the  army :  the  latter  are  not 
more  difficult  than  the  former  ;  nor 
does  it  require  greater  talents  to 
examine  the  one  than  the  other. 

Though,  the  bulinefs  of  the  con¬ 
troller  is  at  prefent  confined  to  thefe 
particular  branches,  yet  he  feems  to 
have  been  originally  intended  for  a 
more  exteniive  employment.  By 
his  commiffion,  in  the  2d  year  of 
queen  Anne,  he  is  created  con¬ 
troller  of  all  accounts  relating  to 
the  forces ;  and,  by  the  laft  inftruc 
tions  for  the  condud!  of  the  office, 
dated  the  28th  of  April  1704,  he 
is  to  keep  an  account  of  all  monies 
iffued  to  the  paymafter-general  of 
the  forces,  and  to  take  care  he  is 
charged  therewith. 

The  time  feems  to  be  come  when 
the  ftate  of  the  bufinefs  in  the  of¬ 
fice  of  the  auditor  renders  it  necef- 
(I)  fary 
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fary  to  carry  into  execution  the  in¬ 
tention  of  queen  Anne  in  the  inlti- 
tution  of  this  office,  and  to  extend 
its  duty  to  all  the  accounts  of  the 
army.  The  two  offices  of  control¬ 
ler  and  pay  mailer-general  are  fo 
unconnected  and  independent  of 
each  offier,  that  the  fxrft  may  be 
with  fafety  placed  as  a  check  upon 
the  other.  One  entire  fpecies  of 
public  expenditure  will  be  the  em¬ 
ployment  of  one  office  ;  which, 
though  but  one  fpecies  of  expendi¬ 
ture,  is  yet,  from  the  number  and 
variety  of  its  branches,  and  from 
the  long  arrears  buffered  to  be  in¬ 
curred,  fully  fufficient  to  engage 
the  continual  labour  of  any  one  of¬ 
fice  for  a  time  not  eaiily  to  be  de¬ 
fined.  Should  the  treafury  be  dif- 
fatished  with  the  report  of  the  con¬ 
troller  upon  any  particular  account 
or  article,  or  require  farther  inform¬ 
ation,  it  will  continue  to  be,  as  it 
is  now,  in  their  power  to  refer  it  to 
the  auditor  for  his  examination  and 
opinion. 

For  thefe  reafons  we  are  of  opi¬ 
nion,  that  the  auditing:  the  accounts 
of  the  pay  mailer  -  general  of  the 
forces  fhould  be  transferred  from 
the  office  of  the  auditors  of  the  im- 
preil  to  that  of  the  controller  of  the 
accounts  of  the  army ;  that  the 
pay-office  of  the  army  fhould  com¬ 
plete  fuch  accounts  of  the  paymaf- 
ter-general  of  the  forces,  as  have 
been  already  delivered  into  the  of¬ 
fice  of  the  auditor,  and  that  tb  e  audit  or 
fhould  proceed  without  delay  to  fi- 
niffi  and  pafs  fuch  accounts  ;  and 
that  all  army  accounts,  fubfequent 
to  thofe  already  delivered  into  the 
office  of  the  auditors,  and  all  fu¬ 
ture  accounts  of  paymaiters-gene- 
ral  of  the  forces  fhould  be  fent  to 
the  office  of  the  controller  of  the 
accounts  pf  the  army,  and  be  ex¬ 
amined  and  audited  by  him,  and  in* 
rolled  in  the  office  of  the  king’s  re- 
*oembraneer  in  the  exchequer. 


We  required  from  the  auditor  of 
the  imprell,  a  lift  of  the  fees  on 
palling  the  account  of  the  year 
1767  (the  year  that  had  beep  under 
our  exa  s  ination)  w  th  the  rate  at 
which  fuch  fees  were  taken.  We 
required,  like  wife,  from  the  con¬ 
troller  of  the  accounts  of  the  ar¬ 
my,  an  account  of  the  falaries, 
lees,  and  gratuities,  received  by 
the  officers  and  clerks  in  his  office. 
From  the  Hate  of  the  fees  returned 
to  us  by  the  auditor,  it  appears  that 
he  is  paid  at  the  rate  of  ten  fhil  lings 
a-year  for  every  troop  and  compa¬ 
ny,  and  a  fee  of  150b  a  year,  for 
the  account  of  the  paymafter-ge- 
neral,  and  of  7c  1.  a  year  for  the 
account  of  the  treafurer  of  Cheliea 
hofpital.  The  deputy  had  100 
guineas,  and  the  clerks  5 4I.  12s. 
The  amount  of  all  the  fees,  tor 
thefe  two  accounts  of  the  year 
1 7 0 7 ,  payable  to  the  auditor,  was 
706I.  9s.  iodj  and  of  thofe  pay¬ 
able  fur  palling  them  through  the 
exchequer  offices,  13SI.  9s. 

In  the  office  of  the  controller  of 
the  accounts  of  the  army,  the  two 
controllers  have  each  a  falary  of 
749I.  19s.  id.  reduced,  by  the  ar¬ 
my  deductions  and  the  land-tax,  to 
net  558b  1 6s.  8d.  a  year.  They 
have  no  other  emolument,  except 
fuch  faying  as  may  be  made  out  of 
their  contingent  allowance.  The 
fee  ret  ary  and  clerks  received  until 
very  lately,  falaries,  lees,  and  gra¬ 
tuities,  which  in  the  year  1781 
amounted  to  the  net  !um  of  3193!. 
9s.  4,d.  but  this  mode  of  payment 
has  been  changed  to  an  allowance 
of  one  eighth  per  cent,  upon  thefum 
contained  in  the  account,  in  lieu  of 
fees  and  gratuities  :  this  is  allowed 
the  contractor  in  his  account,  and 
is  confequently  a  charge  upon  the 
public. 

hould  the  auditing  the  ac  punts 
of  the  pay  mailer-general  of  the 
forces  be  transferred  to  this/  office, 

it 
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It  will  be  a  faving  to  the  public  of 
fome  part,  though  not  the  whole 
of  the  expence  now  incurred  in  the 
office  of  the  auditor :  for  fo  great 
an  increafe  of  the  buhnefs  in  the 
office  of  the  controller  will,  proba¬ 
bly,  require  fome  addition  to  the 
eftablilhment  in  that  office, 

T*he  compenfation  to  the  con¬ 
trollers  themfelves  for  the  execu¬ 
tion  of  this  office  is  a  certain  fixed 
falary  only.  Why  the  fecretary  and 
clerks  are  not  paid  in  the  like  man¬ 
ner  does  not  appear.  The  one 
eighth  per  cent,  allowed  them  on 
the  fum  contained  in  the  account, 
does  not  feem  to  be  grounded  on 
any  rule  of  proportion  between  the 
labour  and  the  reward  ;  for  this 
poundage,  may,  from  the  magni¬ 
tude  of  the  contract,  amount  to  a 
•very  confiderable  fum,  without  a 
proportionable  increafe  in  the 
trouble  arifing  from  the  examina¬ 
tion  of  the  account,  and  therefore, 
we  fee  no  realon  why  the  rule  of 
fubflituting  one  certain  falary,  in 
lieu  of  all  fees,  gratuities,  and 
emoluments  whatever,  adopted  in 
the  cafe  of  the  principals,  (hould 
not  be  extended  to  all  the  fubordi- 
nates  in  this  office. 

Office  of  Accounts ,  Surrey- 
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Phe  Eleventh  Report  of  the  Commif- 
fi oners  appointed  to  examine ,  take, 
and  fate  the  Public  Accounts  of  the 
Kingdom. 

IN  our  enquiries  iut©  the  man¬ 
ner  of  palling  the  public  accounts 
in  the  office  of  the  auditors  of  the 
imprell,  we  find,  upon  the  certifi¬ 
cate  of  accounts  depending  in  that 
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office,  the  chief  cafliier  of  the 
bank  of  England  among  the  public 
accountants. 

In  the  afts  of  parliament  for 
railing  the  fuppli.es  by  public  loans, 
the  ca  fillers  of  the  governor  and 
company  of  the  bank  of  England 
are  appointed  the  receivers  of  the 
contributions  to  thole  loans.  They 
are  ordered  to  pay  the  funis  fo  re¬ 
ceived  into  the  exchequer*  and  to 
account  duly  for  the  fame  in  that 
office  ;  thefe  contributions  are  re» 
ceived  at  the  hank  in  the  name  of 
the  chief  cafliier* 

The  fhares  or  intereds  of  th$ 
contributors,  or  their  affignees,  in 
the  capital  flocks  of  annuities  creat¬ 
ed  by  thefe  afts,  are  made  trans¬ 
ferable  at  the  bank  of  England  ; 
and  the  money  appropriated  to  an-. 
fwer  the  annuities,  and  other  pay¬ 
ments  therein  directed,  is  ordered 
to  be  blued  at  the  receipt  of  the  ex¬ 
chequer,  to  the  chief  cafliier,  by 
way  of  impreff,  and  upon  account ; 
and  he  is  enjoined  to  pay  the  annu¬ 
ities,  and  render  his  account  there¬ 
of,  according  to  the  due  courfe  of 
the  exchequer. 

Hence  the  chief  cafliier  has,  eve* 
ty  year,  on  the  part  of  the  bank, 
an  account  to  p.ifs  of  the  receipts 
and  payments  of  the  feveral  fpecies 
of  annuities  payable  at  the  bank  of 
England  ;  and,  for  fome  years  lafl 
pad,  he  has  had  alfo  another  annual 
account  to  pafs,  of  the  contribu¬ 
tions  to  the  loans  to  government^ 
received  at  the  bank* 

We  required  from  the  auditors 
of  the  impred  the  lad  declared  ac¬ 
counts  of  Abraham  Newland,  efq* 
chief  cafliier  of  the  bank  of  Eng¬ 
land,  of  money  received  and  paid 
on  the  feveral  fpecies  of  bank  an¬ 
nuities,  and  of  contributions  to  an¬ 
nuities  and  a  lottery,  with  the 
terials  from  which  thofe  accounts c 
were  feve  rally  made  out, 
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Two  accounts  were  returned  to 
us  purfuant  to  this  requifttion  ;  the 
one  an  account  of  the  fums  receiv¬ 
ed  and  paid  on  the -annuities  pay¬ 
able  at  the  bank  of  England,  for 
two  years,  ending  the  5th  of  July 
J779  ;  and  the  other  on  account  of 
the  contributions  to  the  annuities 
and  lottery  for  the  year  1781:  both 
thefe  accounts  were  declared  upon 
the  29th  of  June  1782. 

From  the  infpedtion  of  the  ac¬ 
counts  themfelves,  and  of  the  lifts, 
and  other  materials,  returned  with 
them ;  and  from  the  examinations 
of  John  Lloyd  and  John  Bray, 
efqrs.  late  deputy  auditors  of  the 
impreft ;  of  Charles  Harris,  efq. 
one  of  the  prefent  deputy-auditors  ; 
Mr.  John  Walker,  and  Mr.  Ber¬ 
nard  Cobbe,  two  of  the  clerks  in 
that  office  ;  and  Abraham  New- 
land,  efq.  chief  cafhier  of  the  bank 
of  England  ;  we  are  made  acquaint¬ 
ed  with  the  forms  and  fubjedt  mat¬ 
ter  of  thefe  two  kinds  of  public 
accounts,  and  with  the  manner  in 
which  they  are  examined  and  au¬ 
dited*  in  the  office  of  the  auditors  of 
the  imp  re  ft. 

In  the  ftrft  of  thefe  accounts, 
that  of  the  fums  received  and  paid 
on  the  annuities,  the  charge  con- 
iifts  of  the  arrears  remaining  on  the 
preceding  account,  and  the  fums 
imprefted  from  the  exchequer  :  the 
difcharge  contains  the  fums  paid  for 
dividends  on  each  fpecies  of  annu¬ 
ities  payable  at  the-  bank  of  Eng¬ 
land,  during  the  two  ,  years  of  the 
account ;  and  to  the  total  fum  paid 
on  each  fpecies  is  added  the  audit¬ 
or’s  fee,  for  examining,  auditing, 
and  ingroffing  the  account  of  that 
annuity  :  it  contains  alfo — the  fums 
paid  for  principal  and  intereft  of 
annuities  paid  off  —  the  fums  paid 
for  prizes  in  the  lotteries  in  the 
time  of  the  account— the  fums  al¬ 
lowed  the  bank,  for  charges  of  ma¬ 


nagement— the  fees  and  charges 
paid  by  them  to  the  treafury,  and 
other  offices — and  the  balance. 

The  materials  from  whence  the 
articles  in  this  account  were  collec¬ 
ted,  are  — the  impreft  certiff cates— 
— lifts  of  the  dividend  warrants  in 
each  fpecies  of  annuities  ;  each  of 
thefe  dividend  lifts  contains  the 
number  of  the  wart  ant,  the  name 
of  every  proprietor,  his  fhare  in  the 
capital  ftock,  and  the  proportion¬ 
al  half  year’s  annuity  attending  it 
—  lifts  of  thofe  warrants,  in  each 
fpecies  of  annuities  inferted  in  the 
above  mentioned  lifts,  but  which 
remain  unpaid  at  the  time  to  which 
the  account  is  brought  down  :  thefe 
unpaid  lifts  contain  only  the  num¬ 
ber  of  each  warrant,  and  the  fhare 
of  the  annuity — a  lift  of  thofe  ar¬ 
rears  of  former  dividends,  in  each 
fpecies  of  annuities  which  have 
been  paid  during  the  period  of  the 
account  :  in  this  lift  of  arrears  are 
inferted,  the  number  of  the  divi¬ 
dend,  the  number  of  the  warrant, 
and  the  fhare  of  the  annuity— -a  lift 
of  the  fums  paid  for  principal  and 
intereft  of  fuch  funds  as  have  been 
paid  off — -a  lift  of  the  certificates  of 
prizes  in  lotteries,  paid  within  the 
time  of  the  account :  each  certifh 
cate  is  defcribed  in  this  lift  by  the 
number  and  the  fum  contained  la 
it.  Thefe  feveral  lifts  with  the  di¬ 
vidend  warrants  and  certificates 
themfelves,  and  with  abftracts  of 
the  lifts,  are  fent  from  the  bank  to 
the  office  of  the  auditor  of  the  im¬ 
preft;  every  year,  as  early  after  the 
expiration  of  the  year  of  the  ac¬ 
count,  as  they  can  conveniently  be 
made  up  at  the  bank. 

Each  year’s  account  comprehends 
the  payments  upon  two  claffes  of 
dividends,  the  one  payable  at  Lady- 
day  and  Michaelmas,  the  other  at 
Midfummer  and  Chriftmas  ;  and 
accordingly  the  accounts  of  thefe 
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payments  terminate,  the  one  clafs 
at  Michaelmas,  the  other  at  Chrift- 
rnas ! 

Though  thefe  accounts  are  deli¬ 
vered  annually  to  the  auditor,  yet  itis 
ufual  for  the  chief  cafhier  to  pafs  an 
account  only  once  in  two  years  ;  at 
which  time  he  paffes  the  accounts 
of  two  years  together. 

It  is,  and  has  long  been,  the 
cuftom  in  the  auditor’s  office,  to 
make  up  the  accounts  of  the  bank 
and  of  the  South  Sea  annuities,  in 
both  offices  jointly.  They  divide 
the  account  as  equally  as  they  can  : 
each  office  takes  a  part,  examines 
the  articles  in  that  part,  reduces  it 
into  the  official  form,  and  ingroffies 
it :  the  two  parts  are  then  joined 
together,  and  form  one  account ; 
that  on  paper  is  ingroffed  in  one 
office,  and  that  one  parchment  in 
the  other. 

The  auditor  proceeds  upon  the 
materials  he  receives  from  the  bank, 
in  the  following  manner  : — 

The  dividend  lift  of  every  fpe- 
cies  of  annuites,  contains  an  entry 
of  every  warrant  for  the  payment 
of  a  filar e  in  that  annuity,  and  con- 
fequently  includes  the  entries  of 
the  warrants  unpaid,  as  well  as  of 
thofe  that  are  paid  ;  and  the  amount 
of  the  (hares  of  the  annuity  in  the 
lift  is  the  amount  of  the  half  year’s 
payment  upon  the  total  of  the  ca¬ 
pital  ftock  in  that  dividend. 

The  auditor  examines  every  war¬ 
rant  ;  fees  that  it  is  coned ;  com¬ 
pares  it  with  the  correfpondent  en¬ 
try  in  the  dividend  lift  ;  and  marks 
that  entry  :  he  then  compares  the 
entries  in  the  unpaid  lift,  with  the 
entries  not  marked  in  the  dividend 
lift;  cafts  up  both  lifts;  and,  de¬ 
ducing  from  the  amount  of  the  di¬ 
vidend  lift  the  amount  of  the  un¬ 
paid  lift,  and  the  amount  of  the 
fractions,  which,  from  their  mi- 
nutenefs,  the  bank  have  not  paid, 


the  refidue  is  the  fum  allowed  the 
chief  cafhier,  as  the  amount  of  his 
payments  upon  that  dividend  lift. 

The  entries  of  the  warrants,  in. 
the  lift  of  arrears,  are  compared 
with  the  warrants  themfelves  ;  and 
the  fum  appearing  to  be  paid  for 
arrears,  in  each  fpecies  of  annu¬ 
ities,  is  added  to  the  fum  paid  in 
the  dividend  lift  of  that  annuity, 
and  forms  the  total  fum  allowed  the 
chief  cafhier  for  dividends  paid  by 
him  in  that  fpecies  of  annuities, 
during  the  period  of  the  account. 

The  entries  in  the  lift  of  pay¬ 
ments  of  principal  and  intereft  of 
annuities  paid  off,  are  examined  by 
the  warrants  for  thofe  payments ; 
and  the  entries  of  the  payments  in 
the  lift  of  prizes  in  the  lotteries, 
are  compared  with  the  certificates, 
and  the  totals  of  'all  thefe  lifts  are 
compared  with  the  entries  in  the 
abftradts. 

The  charge  is  feldom  drawn  up, 
until  the  account  is  near  a  comple¬ 
tion. 

All  the  fums  received  by  the 
chief  cafhier  are  i flues  from  the  ex¬ 
chequer;  and  therefore  to  be  veri¬ 
fied  by  impreft  certificates  only : 
for  this  purpofe  he  procures,  from 
the  receipt  of  the  exchequer,  an 
imprelft  certificate  for  every  iffiue  in 
the  time  of  the  account. 

Each  impreft  (except  the  laft)  is, 
in  general,  comoounded  of  a  com- 
plete  half  year’s  annuity  upon  one 
fpecies  of  capital  ftock,  and  the 
charges  of  management  allowed  the 
bank  upon  that  capital  ;  the  laft  ar¬ 
ticle  is  a  fum  to  reimburfe  the  bank 
the  fees  and  charges  advanced  by 
them,  and  allowed  in  the  preceding 
account.  From  thefe  impreft  rolls 
the  auditor  draws  up  the  charge. 

The  lifts  and  entries  having  been 
thus  examined,  and  found  to  be 
correct,  and  the  auditor  having  io 
far  formed  his  account,  the  chief 
(I  3)  cafhier 
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cafhier,  foon  after  be  has  paid  all 
the  fees  fot  this  account  to  the  trea¬ 
fury,  the  exchequer, 'and  auditor's 
offices,  tranfmits  to  the  auditor  an 
account  current,  containing  the  to^ 
tals  of  all  the  articles  of  the  charge 
and  difcharge  in  the  two  year’s 
account.  If  both  accounts  are 
right,  the  fums  in  the  account  cur¬ 
rent  will  agree  with  thofe  in  the 
official  account,  except  in  the  pay¬ 
ments  on  the  dividends,  in  which 
there  is  this  difference  : — the  audi¬ 
tor,  in  his  account  adds  to  the  'to¬ 
tal  fum  paid  for  the  dividends  in 
each  fpecies  of  annuities,  his  own 
fee  for  auditing  the  account  of  that 
annuity ;  but,  in  the  account  cur¬ 
rent,  the  total  fum  paid  for  the  di¬ 
vidend  is  dated  limply  by  itfelf,  and 
all  the  auditors  fees  for  the  whole 
account,  including  his  fees  for  ex¬ 
amining  the  contribution  accounts 
of  the  fame  years,  are  collected  to¬ 
gether,  and  the  amount  of  them 
forms  one  article  in  the  difcharpe  : 

o 

all  the  fees  paid  by  the  chief  cafhier, 
at  the  other  offices,  form  another 
article  in  both  accounts. 

The  auditors  are  paid  their  fees, 
and  allow  luch  payments  to  the 
chief  cafhier  in  the  following  man¬ 
ner  : — 

Soon  after  they  have  finifhed 
their  examination  of  each  year’s 
account,  it  has  been  cullomary  for 
them  to  apply  to  the  bank  for  the 
fees  that  become  due  to  them  in 
confequence  of  that  examination. 
The -chief  cafhier  calculates  the 
fees  according  to  the  ufual  rate, 
and  advances  them  to  the  auditors 
in  equal  fhares  :  he  then  prefents  a 
memorial  to  the  treasury,  fating 
that  he  has  paid  feveral  fums,  to  a 
certain  amount,  for  ft-£s  of  vrious 
kinds,  at  the  treafury  and  exche¬ 
quer,  and  to  the  auditors  of  the 
iinpred,  in  relation  to  his  accounts  3 
jie  annexes  a  lilt  of  the  particular 
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fums,  and  prays  to  be  reimburfed. 
The  lords  of  the  treafury  refer  this 
memorial  to  the  auditors  of  the  im- 
preft,  to  examine,  and  report  upon 
it.  The  auditor  examines  the  re¬ 
ceipts  neceffary  to  be  produced  to 
him,  as  vouchers  for  the  payments  : 
he  reports  that  the  fees  paid  at  the 
treafury  and  exchequer  are  the  ufu¬ 
al  payments ;  and  that  the  fees  paid 
to  the  auditors  of  the  impreft  are 
computed  at  the  fame  rate  as  have 
from  time  to  time  been  allowed  by 
treafury  warrants. 

Upon  this  report,  the  lords  of 
the  treafqry  direct  the  fum  prayed 
to  be  iffued  to  the  chief  cafhier,  by 
way  of  impreff,  and  upon  account 
to  reimburfe  the  fees  thus  paid  by 
hiTn.  As  the  cafhier  paffes  his  ac¬ 
count  only  once  in  two  years,  but 
every  year  pays  fees,  and  applies 
to  the  treafury  for  a  reimburfement, 
it  follows  that  the  two  articles  in 
the  account  current,  the  one  com¬ 
prehending  the  total  of  the  fees  paid 
to  the  auditor,  the  other  (he  total 
of  the  fees  and  charges  paid  at  the 
treafury,  and  other  offices,  are 
compounded  of  the  fums  Hated  un¬ 
der  each  of  thefe  heads  in  the  two 
memorials :  and,  as  thefe  fums  are 
iffued  to  the  chief  calhier  upon  ac¬ 
count,  they  together  form  one  ar¬ 
ticle  in  the  charge  upon  him  in  his 
next  fucceeding  account,  as  a  fum 
to  be  accounted  for  by  him. 

The  only  remaining  article  in  the 
difcharge  is  the  allowance,  either 
detained  by  the  bank  out  of  the 
contributions,  or  claimed  by  them 
for  the  charges  of  management. 
This  article,  being  grounded  upon 
the  feveral  adds  of  parliament  that 
create  the  annuities,  will  come  more 
properly  after  we  have  examined 
the  other  account  tranfmitted  to  us 
from  the  auditor  of  the  impreft ; 
that  is,  the  account  of  {he  contri¬ 
butions  to  the  annuities  and  lot¬ 
tery. 
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tery.  The  articles  in  the  account 
drawn  up  by  the  auditors  being 
found  to  agree  with  thole  in  the 
account  current,  the  balance  re¬ 
maining  in  the  cuftody  of  the  bank 
mud  be  likewife  the  fame  in  both  : 
this  balance  conliils  of  dividends, 
capital  {lock  paid  off,  and  fums  re¬ 
ceived  to  pay  prizes  in  lotteries, 
remaining  in  the  Bank  unclaimed 
by  the  proprietors. 

The  chief  cafhier  figns  the  ac¬ 
count  current,  and  {’wears  to  it  be¬ 
fore  a  baron  of  the  exchequer  :  the 
account  is  then  prefented  for  decla¬ 
ration,  and  palled  through  the  fe- 
veral  offices  of  the  exchequer. 

The  account  of  the  two  years 
before  us  conliils  of  the  following 
funis  ;  in  the  charge,  the  balance 
on  the  former  account  is  284,719!. 
17s.  6|d.  ;  received  to  pay  the  an¬ 
nuities  7,039,375!.  rs,:  to  pay 
prizes  in  two  lotteries,  980, coed  : 
to  reimburfe  the  bank  the  fees  and 
charges  paid  by  them  in  the  lail 
account,  19,367!.  17s.  iod.;  for 
charges  of  management  114,427!. 
is.  6d. :  — total  charge  8,43  7,889!. 
17s.  1  of d.— In  the  difeharge,  divi¬ 
dends  paid,  7,01  2,937b  4s.  :  princi¬ 
pal  andintereii  of  annuities  paid  off, 
2962b  7s.  yd.:  certificates  for  priz¬ 
es,  969,844b  :  allowances  for  ma¬ 
nagement,  1  i  4,42 7b  1  s.  6d. :  fees  to 
the  auditors,  21,693b;  and  at 
the  treafury  and  other  offices, 

1 1 20b  1 6s.  6d.— Total  difeharge, 
8,123,004b  9s.  7d.— -Balance  re¬ 
maining  in  the  cuftody  of  the  bank, 

3  14,885b  8s.  3fd. 

The  other  account,  that  of  the 
contributions  to  annuities  and  a  lot-? 
tery,  comes  to  the  office  of  the  an- / 
ditor  of  the  imprell  in  a  fhape  dif¬ 
ferent  from  the  former :  the  firft 
official  notice  be  has  of  it  is  from  a 
memorial  referred  to  him  by  the 
lords  of  the  trealury. 

When  an  a£t  of  parliament  has 
ngffed  for  railing  the  fupplies  by 
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annuities  and  a  lottery,  about  the 
end  of  the  year,  foon  after  the  pay¬ 
ments  of  the  contributions  are  com¬ 
pleted,  the  court  of  directors  of  the 
governor  and  company  of  the  bank 
of  England  prefent  a  memorial  to 
the  lords  commiffioners  of  the  trea¬ 
fury,  with  an  account  annexed, 
containing  a  charge  and  difeharge : 
the  charge  conliils  of  two  articles  ; 
the  amount  of  the  contributions  to 
the  annuities,  and  the  amount  of 
the  contributions  to  the  lottery — the 
difeharge  has  three  articles  ;  the 
fum  paid  into  the  receipt  of  the  ex¬ 
chequer,  the  fum  paid  for  i  nte  re  it 
to  thofe  contributors  who  advanced 
their  money  before  the  times  ap¬ 
pointed  for  making  the  feveral  pay¬ 
ments,  and,  the  fum  retained  by 
the  bank  for  the  fervice,  pains,  and 
labour  of  their  officers  employed  in 
receiving,  paying,  and  accounting 
for  this  money,  and  the  charges  at¬ 
tending  it :  the  memorial  prays 
they  may  be  allowed  to  retain  the 
fum  therein  mentioned,  for  the 
charges  ;  and  that  they  may  be  al¬ 
lowed  a  certain  annual  fum  for  the 
fervices  refpedling  the  annuities,  as 
being  agreeable  to  former  allowan¬ 
ces  for  the  like  Cervices.;  and  that 
it  may  be  paid  to  the  chief  cafhier 
for  their  ufe.  1  his  memorial  is  re¬ 
ferred  by  the  treafury  to  the  audit¬ 
ors  of  the  imprell  for  their  examina¬ 
tion  and  report. 

The  auditor  upon  the  receipt  of 
this  memorial,  proceeds  to  examine 
the  account  annexed  to  it,  1  he 
charge  requires  no  proof  or  verifi¬ 
cation  ;  for  the  chief  cafhier  admits 
the  receipt  of  the  whole  fum  di¬ 
rected  by  the  aft  to  be  raifed. 

In  the  difeharge,  the  fum  hated 
to  be  paid  into  the  receipt  of  the 
exchequer  is  verified  by  the  exche¬ 
quer  tallies,  which  the  chief  cafh¬ 
ier  fends  to  the  auditor,  with  a  lilt 
of  the  fums  fo  paid  in  ;  he  fends 
likewife  a  book,  ligned  by  himfelf, 
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containing  a  particular  account  of 
the  fums  paid  for  intereft  on  the 
money  advanced.  The  auditor  com¬ 
putes  each  fum,  and  calls  up  the 
articles,  to  fee  that  the  total  agrees 
with  the  fum  hated  in  the  account : 
the  remaining  article  is  the  allow¬ 
ance  the  bank  pray  to  retain,  for 
the  charges  of  receiving,  paying, 
and  accounting  for  the  contribu¬ 
tions  :  this  the  auditor  examines,  and 
•reports  that  it  is  in  proportion  to 
former  allowances  for  the  like  fer- 
vices  :  he  reports  alfo,  that  the  an¬ 
nual  fum  prayed  by  them  for  the 
charges  of  management  is  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  rate  formerly  allowed 
in  accounts  for  the  like  fervices. 

In  confequence  of  this  report, 
the  lords  of  the  treafury  authorife 
and  diredl  the  auditors  to  allow  in 
the  account  the  fum  paid  to  the 
contributors  for  intereft,  and  the 
fum  craved  by  the  bank  for  their 
charges  in  receiving,  paying,  and 
accounting  for  the  contributions. 
As  to  the  allowance  of  the  annual 
fum  for  the  charges  of  management, 
they  are  filent. 

But  though  the  lords  of  the  trea¬ 
fury  do  not,  in  their  diredlions  to 
the  auditors  on  this  memorial,  im- 
power  them  to  allow  the  charges  of 
management  to  the  bank  in  their 
cafhierT  fubfequent  accounts  of 
fhefe  annuities,  yet  the  treafury  war¬ 
rants  to  the  exchequer,  for  the  if- 
fues  of  the  fums  to  pay  the  half 
yearly  dividends  on  them,  feem  fuf- 
ficiently  to  authorife  the  auditor  to 
make  fuch  allowances. 

Thefe  warrants  include  not  only 
jthe  half  year’s  annuity,  but  like- 
wile  a  feparate  and  di Hindi  fum  ex- 
prefied  to  be  for  the  charges  of 
management,  after  the  ufual  rate, 
upon  that  annuity  ;  and  the  im- 
preft  certificate  produced  to  the  au¬ 
ditor,  to  verify  the  impreft  article 
m  the  charge,  contains  a  fum  com¬ 


pounded  of  the  annuity,  and  the 
allowance  to  the  bank,  it  remains 
to  inquire  upon  what  authority  the 
lords  of  the  treafury  ground  them- 
felves,  in  auihoriling  the  payment 
of  thefe  feveral  fees  and  charges, 
and  at  what  rate  they  are  calculated. 

The  various  fees  paid  at  the  trea¬ 
fury,  and  the  offices  of  the  exche¬ 
quer,  are  ftated  particularly  in  the 
two  bank  memorials.  The  audit¬ 
ors,  as  to  one  of  them,  report,  that 
the  fees  are  vouched  by  lifts  of  the 
particulars,  and  receipts  ;  and,  as 
to  the  other,  that  they  are  the  ufu¬ 
al  payments :  and  upon  thefe  re¬ 
ports  is  founded  the  treafury  war¬ 
rant,  that  directs  the  auditor  of  the 
receipt  of  the  exchequer  to  iflfue  to 
the  chief  cafiiier  a  fum  to  reimbyirfe 
the  fees  thus  paid  by  him. 

The  authority  exercifed  by  the 
treafury  in  granting  the  allowances 
to  the  bank,  is  grounded  upon  the 
adt  that  creates  the  annuities.  The 
adl  of  the  year  1781  (the  year  of 
the  contribution  account  before  us) 
for  railing  money  by  way  of  an¬ 
nuities,  and  eftablifhing  a  lottery, 
pur  filing  the  like  forms  with  the 
a£ts  of  the  fame  kind  in  preceding 
years,  appoints  the  calhiers  of  the 
bank  of  England  receivers  of  the 
contributions,  and  empowers  the 
commiffioners  of  the  treafury,  in 
fuch  manner  as  to  them  lb  a  11  feem 
reafonable,  to  difeharge  the  inci¬ 
dental  charges  attending  the  execu¬ 
tion  of  this  a£l,  and  to  fettle  the 
allowances  for  the  fervice,  pains*, 
and  labour  of  the  calhiers,  for  re¬ 
ceiving,  paying,  and  accounting 
for  the  contributions,  and  for  the 
annuities,  and  for  the  fervice  of  the 
accountant-general  of  the  bank ; 
which  allowances  are  for  the  ufe 
and  benefit  of  the  governor  and 
company  of  the  bank  of  England 
and  at  their  difpofal.  The  lords  o 
the  treafury,  being  thus  empower- 
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@d  by  tlie  legiflature,  to  fettle  the 
quantum  of  the  recompence  to  the 
bank,  are  governed  in  the  exercife 
of  this  power,  by  fuch  rules  as  ap¬ 
pear  to  have  been  adopted  by  their 
predeceffors. 

The  fervices  for  which  the  bank 
crave  an  allowance  are  of  three 
kinds-— the  receipt  of  the  contribu¬ 
tions  to  the  annuities, — the  receipt 
of  the  contributions  to  the  lottery, — - 
and  the  annual  management  of  the 
annuities. 

The  efiimated  rate  of  thefe  al¬ 
lowances  are  ftated  in  their  memori¬ 
al  to  the  treafury.  As  to  the  con¬ 
tributions,  they  pray  to  be  allowed 
to  retain  at  the  rate  of  805I.  15s. 
rod.  per  million,  as  being  in  pro¬ 
portion  to  former  allowances  for 
the  like  fervices  ;  and  the  auditors 
report  that  it  is  in  that  proportion. 
As  to  the  lottery,  they  crave  ioool. 
upon  the  fame  ground  ;  the  audit¬ 
ors  report,  that  it  is  the  fame  as  has 
been  allowed  in  former  accounts  of 
the  like  fervices.  As  to  the  charge 
of  management,  they  pray  to  be 
allowed  a  certain  fpecined  annual 
fum,  agreeable  to  former  allowances 
for  the  like  fervices  ;  the  auditors  re¬ 
port,  that  the  allowance  prayed  for 
at  the  rate  of  562I.  10s.  a  year  for 
every  million ;  which  they  reprefent 
to  be  the  fame  in  proportion  as  has 
been  allowed  for  tranfa&ing  annui¬ 
ties  granted  in  former  years. 

Hence  from  the  memorial,  and 
the  auditors  report,  taken  toge¬ 
ther,  it  appears,  that- the  bank  crave 
for  receiving  the  contributions  to 
the  annuities,  at  the  rate  of  805I. 
15s.  icd.  per  million  on  the  money 
received  ;  for  receiving  the  contri¬ 
butions  to  the  lottery,  a  fum  of 
100c I.;  and  for  managing  the  an¬ 
nuities,  at  the  rate  of  562I.  10s.  a 
year  per  million,  upon  the  capital 
flock  created :  but,  the  annuities 
being  of  two  kinds,  perpetual,  and 
for  years,  they  are  different  as  to 
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the  fubjedf  of  the  transfer  ;  in  the 
one,  the  capital  is  transferable,  in 
the  other  the  annuity. 

As  the  rate  of  allowance  for  ma¬ 
nagement  is  taken  upon  the  capital, 
and  not  upon  the  annuity,  it  be¬ 
comes  neceffary  to  ellimate  ^he  va¬ 
lue  of  the  annuity  for  years,  fo  as 
to  bring  the  rate  of  management 
upon  them  to  an  equality  with  the 
like  rate  upon  the  perpetual  annui¬ 
ties.  The  value  of  both  the  lon«'  and 
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fhort  annuities ;  (for  the  different  du¬ 
ration  makes  no  difference  in  the  an¬ 
nual  trouble  toth^  bank)  is  comput¬ 
ed  at  twenty  five  years  purchafe ;  and 
this  produces  a  fum,  upon  which 
the  fame  rate  per  million  being  cal¬ 
culated,  gives  the  like  allowance 
for  the  management  of  thefe  as  of 
the  four  per  cent,  annuities. 

As  the  firft  creation  of  annuities 
is  within  time  of  memory,  we  en¬ 
deavoured  to  trace  thefe  allowances 
up  to  their  origin.  The  oldefl  an¬ 
nuities  at  prefent  in  being,  tranf- 
ferable  at  the  bank,  are  thole  of  the 
year  1726;  but  they  are  not  the 
firffc  that  were  committed  to  their 
management.  During  the  reigns 
of  king  William  and  queen  Anne, 
we  do  not  find  any  contributions  or 
annuities  received  at  the  bank  ;  they 
were  all  paid  into  the  exchequer  : 
the  firft  that  appear  to  have  been 
paid  into  the  bank,  are  contribu¬ 
tions  to  annuities  granted  in  the 
firft  year  of  king  George  I.  at 
the  rate  of  5!,  per  cent,  for  railing 
two  fums  of  910,0001.  by  the  firft 
of  George  I.  chap.  19.  and  of 
169,000!.  by  chap.  21. 

The  firft  of  thefe  adts  empowers 
the  commiffioners  of  the  treafury 
to  allow  the  cafhier,  out  of  the 
contribution  money,  for  his  pains 
and  charges  in  receiving  and  ac¬ 
counting  for  the  fame,  a  fum  not 
exceeding  500I. ;  and  the  fecond 
aT  empowers  them  to  allow  him  a 
fum  not  exceeding  loci. ;  and  in 

a  ma- 
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a  manufcript  book  belonging  to  the 
bank,  and  fubmitted  to  our  inlpec-" 
tion,  in  which  are  entered  ab  ft  rafts 
of  public  accounts  palled  by  their 
calhiers,  Thomas  Maddox,  calhier 
at  that  time,  appears  to  have  been 
allowed  the  fum  of  6ool.  for  receiv¬ 
ing'  thofe  two  contributions ;  which 
is  the  firft  entry  of  an  allowance  of 
the  kind  in  this  manufcript. 

Since  the  year  1719,  to  the  pre¬ 
sent  time,  where  the  annuities  have 
been  created,  either  from  the  fums 
fuhfcribed,  or  from  a  lottery  con¬ 
vertible  into  annuities,  this  allow¬ 
ance;  has  been  at  the  rate  of  805b 
jijs.  icd.  per  million,  the  rate 
craved  in  the  memorial  before  us, 
except  in  the  year  1742.  By  the 
act  of  that  year,  the  15th  of 
George  II.  chap.  19.  for  railing* 
Soo,oool.  by  annuities,  the  com- 
mifhoners  of  the  treafury  are  em¬ 
powered  to  allow  the  calhier,  out  of 
the  contribution  money,  500I.  for 
bis  pains  and  trouble  in  receiving 
and  accounting  for  the  fame  ;  and 
by  a  warrant,  dated  the  2  2d  of 
ftme  1743,  transmitted  to  us .from 
the  treafury,  that  fum  was  allowed 
him.  But  where  the  receipt  of  the 
contributions  has  been  attended  with 
any  additional  or  unufual  trouble 
©r  expence,  the  bank  have  been  al¬ 
lowed  at  a  higher  rate  :  in  the  year 
1747  they  were  -allowed  1000I.  per 
million. 

The  bank  appear  to  have  receiv¬ 
ed  contributions  to  lotteries  earlier 
than  he  }Tear  1714,  which  was 
their  firii  year  of  receiving  contri¬ 
butions  to  annuities:  in  *7  10  and 
1711,  they  received  the  contribu¬ 
tions  to  two  lotteries  of  1,300,000b 
each  ;  and,  in  the  following  year, 
to  two  lotteries  of  1,800,0  ol.  each  : 
thefe  are  the  firft  entered  in  the  ma¬ 
nufcript  book  above  mentioned ; 
and  it  is  there  dated  that  they  were 
allowed,  as  to  the  two  firft,  for 
their  pains  and  fervice  in  receiving, 
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paying,  and  accounting  for  the  mo¬ 
nies  received,  and  for  all  their 
charges  and  expences  in  perform¬ 
ing  this  fervice  (the  charges  of  pair¬ 
ing  the  accounts  excepted)  2 3 Sol. 
12s.  gd.;  for  the  two  latter  they 
were  allowed  1250I.  each. 

The  receipt  of  thefe  contribu¬ 
tions  is  attended  with  different 
degrees  of  trouble  and  expence. 
The  number  of  tickets  and  fub- 
feribers  varies  in  different  lotteries  : 
in  the  moll  limple,  the  whole  bufi- 
nefs  is  the  receipt  of  the  money, 
the  payment  of  it  into  the  exche¬ 
quer,  and  the  payment  of  the  cer¬ 
tificates  of  the  fortunate  tickets  ;  in 
others  it  is  attended  either  with  the 
creation  or  redemption  of  annuities  : 
hence  the  allowance  to  the  bank  for 
this  fervice  has  varied,  accord in-tr 
to  thefe  circumftances,  from  icool. 
the  fum  craved  in  the  memorial  be¬ 
fore  us,  to  2000I.  the  fum  allowed 
them  in  the  years  1772,  1774,  and 

1 7  7  5  * 

The  remaining  allowance,  which 
is  that  for  the  charges  of  manage¬ 
ment,  commenced  with  the  grant 
of  annuities  in  the  year  1714:  the 
two  afts  of  that  year,  above  allud¬ 
ed  to,  empower  the  commiftionexs- 
of  the  treafury  to  allow,  “  out  of 
the  Fum  granted  for  the  payment  of 
the  annuities  to  the  calhier,  two 
falaries  or  allowances  ;  the  one  not 
exceeding  250I.  the  other  icol.  a 
year,  for  receiving  the  money  to 
payr  the  annuities,  and  applying*  the 
fame  to  that  ufe,  and  for  his  pains 
and  charges  for  rendering  his  ac¬ 
counts  thereof ;  and  to  the  ac¬ 
countant-general  two  falaries,  the 
one  not  exceeding  cool,  the  other 
iool.  for.  his  fervice  and  charge 
in  performing  the  d.-ty  and  trull 
incumbent  upon  him  by  thefe 
afts.’* 

As  all  warrants  for  thefe  allow¬ 
ances  proceed-from  the  treafury,  we 
required  from  them  a  copy  of  the 
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firft  warrant  granted  for  an  allow¬ 
ance  to  the  bank  for  charges  of 
management :  the  copy  transmitted 
to  us  is  that  of  a  dormant  warrant, 
dated  the  2d  of  July  1718,  direct¬ 
ed  to  the  principal  cafhier  of  the 
bank  of  England  ;  and  authorizing 
him  to  retain,  out  of  the  monies 
imprefted  to  him  for  the  purpofes 
of  the  ads,  the  allowances  therein 
mentioned,  amounting  to  65c!  a 
year,  to  commence  from  Michael¬ 
mas  1715:  and  it  appears,  from  the 
entries  in  the  bank  manufcript 
above  mentioned,  that  this  allow¬ 
ance  continued  during  the  exiftence 
of  the  annuities ;  all  «  which  appear 
to  have  been  either  redeemed  or 
iubfcribed  into  the  capital  flock  of 
the  South  Sea  company.  The 
1,000,000  annuities  of  the  year 
1*726  were  created  by  the  12th  of 
George  I.  chap,  2. :  for  the  man¬ 
agement  of  them  the  bank  are  now 
and  have  been  ever  fince  they  were 
granted,  allowed  360I.  a  year. 
The  ad  itfelf  is  lilent  as  to  this  al¬ 
lowance  ;  but  it  appears  by  a  trea¬ 
sury  warrant,  dated  the  20th  of 
December  1726,  a  copy  of  which 
we  procured  from  the  auditors  of 
the  impreft,  that,  upon  a  memorial 
from  the  bank,  praying  fuch  an  al¬ 
lowance  for  their  charges  of  man¬ 
agement  of  thefe  annuities  as  the 
treafury  iliould  think  realonable, 
the  then  lords  of  the  treafury  grant¬ 
ed  and  allowed  them,  for  this  pur- 
pole,  360I.  a  year,  to  commence 
from  the  Michaelmas  preceding ; 
and  direded  the  cafhiep  to  retain 
this  fum  in  his  hands,  for  the  ufe 
of  the  governor  and  company  of 
the  bank,  out  of  the  monies  of  the 
fund,  for  the  faid  annuities  to  be 
imprefted  to  him,  and  aiithorifed 
the  auditors  of  the  impreff  to  al¬ 
low  it. 

The  next  annuities  were,  8oo,oool. 
granted  in  tfie  year  1731  ?s  of  thefe, 


769,2351.  qs.  3fd.  are  now  a  part 
of  the  confolidated  3  per  cent,  an¬ 
nuities^  the  remainder  being  re¬ 
deemed  i  for  the  management  of 
thefe  the  bank  is  now,  and  always 
have  been  allowed  at  the  rate  of 
360I.  a  year ;  but  upon  what 
ground  this  rate  was  eftablifhed, 
does  not  appear. 

The  8oo,oool.  annuities  of  the 
year  1742,  were  the  next  creations 
by  the  ad  of  that  year,  above  al¬ 
luded  to,  the  treafury  are  empow¬ 
ered  to  allow  the  cafhier,  out  of  the 
linking  fund,  a  fum  not  exceeding 
250I.  and  the  accountant  a  fum  not 
exceeding  2oel.  a  year,  for  the  like 
fervices  as  are  expreffed  in  the  adt 
of  the  year  1714;  this  is  after  the 
rate  of  562I.  10s,  per  million  ;  and 
that  rate  has  been  adhered  t®  ever 
fince. 

From  hence  we  colled:  the 
charges  of  management  allowed  at 
this  time  to  the  bank  :  for  the  mil¬ 
lion  3  per  cent,  annuities  of  the 
year  1726,  360L  a  yea* :  for  the 
remainder  of  the  8oc,oool.  of  the 
1731,  at  the  rate  of  360L  :  for  all 
the  other  annuities,  either  at  3  per 
cent,  or  4  per  cent,  or  for  years,  at 
the  rate  of  562I.  10s.  a  million, 
efti-mating  the  latter  at  25  years 
purchafe  ;  and  at  this  rate  is  the 
allowance  prayed  by  the  bank  in 
the  memorial  before  us. 

There  are  two  more  annual  allow¬ 
ances  ilfued  to  the  bank  from  the 
exchequer,  which  relate  to  their 
own  capital  flock,  and  are  the  only 
allowances  upon  that  flock :  thefe 
are  two  fums,  of  4000I.  and  1898I. 
3s..  5d. 

The  fir  ft  incorporation  of  the 
bank  was  in  the  year  1694.  The 
ad  of  the  5th  of  William  and 
Mary,  chap.  20.  forms  the  fubfcrib- 
ers  to  a  loan  of  i',too,oool.  to  go¬ 
vernment,  into  a  body  corporate, 
and  appropriates  1 00, cock  a  year 
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for  their  ufe  ;  that  is,  8  per  cent, 
upon  the  capital,  leaving  a  refidue 
of  400  c  1. 

At  a  general  court  of  the  bank 
of  England,  held  the  26th  of  April 
1695,  a  committee  report  it  as  then- 
opinion,  that  4000I.  fhould  be  pre¬ 
sented  to  the  governor,  deputy,  and 
directors,  for  the  year  1695,  as  a 
recompence  for  their  great  pains 
and  conftant  attendance  on  the  af¬ 
fairs  of  the  bank  :  and  by  the  13th, 
bye-law  of  the  company,  the  pay¬ 
ment  of  this  fum  is  eftablifhed,  and 
continued  to  them  as  an  annual  re¬ 
compence.  The  other  allowance, 
that  of  189SI.  3s.  3d.  a  year,  is  in 
confequence  of  the  bank  having 
become  purchafers,  from  the  South 
Sea  company  of  4,000,000!.  of  their 
capital  :  the  ground  of  this  allow¬ 
ance  will  appear  in  our  examination 
into  the  manner  in  which  the  calh- 
ier  of  the  South  Sea  company  paffes 
his  account  in  the  office  of  the  au¬ 
ditors  of  the  impreft.  Obferving 
this  officer,  likewife,  among  the 
public  accountants,  upon  the  cer¬ 
tificate  of  accounts  depending  in 
that  office,  we  required  from  them 
the  laft  declared  account  of  the 
cafhier  of  the  South  Sea  company, 
of  annuities  payable  and  transfer¬ 
able  at  the  South  Sea  houfe,  with 
the  materials  from  which  that  ac¬ 
count  was  made  out. 

The  account  returned  to  us  was 
that  of  Peter  Burrell,  efq.  chief 
cafhier  of  the  South  Sea  company, 
of  the  money  imprcfted  to  him  for 
paying  the  annuities  granted  in  the 
year  1751,  made  payable  at  the 
South  Sea  houfe,  for  three  years 
ending  the  5th  of  January  1781  : 
this  account  was  declared  the  2 2d 
of  December  1781.  From  the  ac¬ 
count  itfelf,  together  with  the  ex¬ 
aminations  of  Charles  Harris,  and 
Peter  Burrell,  efqrs.  we  are  fur- 
niflied  with  knowledge  of  the  ar¬ 


ticles  it  contains,  and  the  manner 
in  which  it  is  audited  and  formed  in 
the  office  of  the  auditors  of  the  im- 
preft.  The  charge  in  this  account 
confifts  of  the  balance  remaining, 
on  the  preceding  account,  and  the 
fums  imprelled  from  the  exchequer; 
the  laft  of  thefe  is  a  fum  to  pay  the 
fees  on  the  preceding  account ;  the 
others  are  compounded  of  the  half 
year’s  annuity,  and  the  charges  of 
management  for  each  half  year. 
The  difcharge  contains  each  half 
yearly  payment  by  the  cafhier  to 
the  South  Sea  company,  for  the 
charges  of  management,  limply  by 
itfelf,  and  the  amount  of  the  three 
years .  it  contains  the  half-yearly 
payments  for  the  annuities,  call  up 
to  a  total ;  the  fees  paid  at  the  trea- 
fury  and  exchequer  offices  for  this  ac¬ 
count  ;  and  the  cafhier’s  allowance 
for  the  period  of  the  preceding  ac¬ 
count,  with  the  balance  remaining 
in  the  cafh  of  the  South  Sea  com¬ 
pany. 

Every  year  the  cafhier  fends  to 
the  auditor  the  two  half  year’s  di¬ 
vidend  books,  each  containing  the 
names  of  all  the  proprietors,  .with 
their  refpedtive  (hares  in  the  capital, 
and  the  annuity  attending  each 
filar e,  and  the  number  of  each 
warrant.  Each  dividend  book  is 
accompanied  with  a  paid  lift,  con¬ 
taining  entries  of  all  the  warrants 
paid  upon  that  dividend,  and  for 
the  arrears  of  former  dividends 
during  that  half  year,  and  with  the 
warrants  themfelves  ranged  in  a 
numerical  order.  The  auditor  com¬ 
pares  the  warrants  with  the  corre- 
lpondent  entries  in  the  dividend 
book,  and  marks  them  off ;  he  then 
examines  the  paid  lift  with  the  di¬ 
vidend  book,  and  with  the  war¬ 
rants  for  the  arrears,  and  gives  the 
cafhier  credit  for  the  amount  of  the 
paid  lift. 

After  the  expiration  of  the  three 
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years,  the  cafhier  tranfmits  to  the 
auditor  his  account  current,  con¬ 
taining  a  complete  hate  of  the  three 
years  receipts  and  payments.  To 
verify  the  charge,  which  confifts 
of  ifllies  from  the  exchequer,  he 
produces  the  impreft  certificates. 
In  the  difcharge  the  fir  ft  article  is, 
the  charges  of  management  paid  to 
the  South  Sea  company  :  the  audit¬ 
or  allows  it,  upon  the  authority  of 
a  dormant  warrant  from  the  treafu- 
ry,  dated  the  29th  of  November 
1752;  which  direbls  the  cafhier  to 
retain,  from  time  to  time,  out  of 
the  money  to  be  imprefted  to  him, 
a  fum  therein  mentioned,  for  the 
ufe  of  the  South  Sea  company,  and 
authorifes  the  auditor  to  allow  it. 
The  treafury  direct  this  allowance 
purfuant  to  the  powers  veiled  in 
them  by  the  a£t  of  the  24th  of 
George  II.  chap.  2.  which  created 
thefe  annuities,  to  difcharge  the  in¬ 
cident  expences  attending  the  ex¬ 
ecution  of  this  aft ;  and  to  appoint 
fuch  allowance  as  they  fhall  think 
juft  and  reafonable,  for  receiving, 
paying,  and  accounting  for  the  an¬ 
nuities.  This  allowance  to  the 
South  Sea  company  is  1 89I.  15s.  6a. 
a  year  ;  which,  upon  1,919,600!. 
the  fum  now  remaining  of  the 
2,  ioo,oool.  the  original  capital  of 
the  annuities  of  the  year  17 51,  is 
at  the  rate  allowed  to  the  bank,  of 
562I.  1  os.  per  million.  The  total 
fum  allowed  for  management  of  this 
account  is  3239I.  6s.  td.  :  the  to¬ 
tal  fum  paid  for  dividends,  is  the 
amount  of  the  paid  lifts,  which 
have  been  examined  with  the  war¬ 
rants  by  the  auditor.  This  total 
is  the  fame  both  in  the  official 
and  account  current;  but  the  ar¬ 
ticles  of  which  it  is  made  up,  are 
differently  compounded  ;  the  audi¬ 
tor’s  articles  are  the  total  fums  paid, 
during  the  period  of  the  account, 
siipon  each  feparate  dividend;  the 
;  cafhier  s,  are  the  fums  paid  by  him 


during  each  half  year,  and  there¬ 
fore  include  the  arrears  of  former 
dividends,  as  well  as  the  payments 
on  the  dividends  of  each  half  year. 
The  total  fum  in  this  account,  paid 
for  dividends  is  171,7861.9s.  1  id. 
The  remaining  article  in  the  dif¬ 
charge  is  the  fum  paid  for  fees  and 
charges  at  the  feveral  offices :  to 
obtain  this  allowance,  the  caftiier 
prefents  a  memorial  to  the  treafurv, 
with  a  fchedule  of  thefe  fees  and 
charges  annexed,  praying  a  war¬ 
rant  to  the  auditors  of  the  impreft, 
authoriling  them  to  allow  him  fuch 
payments :  this  memorial  is  referred 
to  the  auditors,  for  their  confidera- 
tion  and  report.  The  auditors  in 
their  report,  range  the  articles  un¬ 
der  two  claffes ;  the  one  conlifting 
of  articles  that  relate  to  the  laft 
declared  account,  the  other  ar¬ 
ticles  that  relate  to  the  d&count 
depending ;  which,  they  fay,  are 
in  proportion  to  what  have  been, 
ufually  allowed  in  preceding  ac¬ 
counts  ©f  this  fervice.  Upon  this 
report,  the  treafury  direbt  the  au¬ 
ditors  to  give  allowance  to  them  ; 
and  the  fum  thus  allowed  him  in 
the  account  depending  is  iftlied  af¬ 
terwards  to  the  cafhier,  from  the  ex¬ 
chequer,  upon  account,  and  there¬ 
fore  inferted  as  an  article  in  the 
charge  in  his  next  fuceeedfng  ac¬ 
count.  The  total  fum  under  this 
head,  in  the  account  before  us,  is 
984I.  9s.  4d.  ;  and  the  balance  re¬ 
maining  in  the  hands  of  the  South 
Sea  company  is  ji,6i81.  15s.  yd. 
The  account  current  is  figned  by 
the  cafhier,  and  fworn  to  by  him 
before  a  baron  of  the  exchequer. 
Thefe  of  the  year  1741  are  the  on¬ 
ly  annuities  transferable  at  the 
South  Sea  houle,  of  which  an  ac¬ 
count  is  rendered  at  the  exchequer. 
The  other  ftocks,  namely,  the 
South  Sea  flock,  and  the  <ftd  and 
new  annuities,  are  attended  with 
annuities  not  fubjebt  to  account. 
8  The 
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The  aft  that  granted  thefe  of  the 
year  17^1,  exprefly  dire  ft  s  tne  mo¬ 
nies  for  the  payment  of  them  to 
be  iffued  by  way  of  imp  red,  and 
upon  account :  the  afts  that  created 
rhe  others  do  not  give  the  like  di¬ 
rection  ;  but  for  the  charges  of  their 
management  the  public  pay  an  an¬ 
nual  l'um  to  the  company. 

Thefe,  now  three  dillinft  funds, 
originally  conflituted  one  capital 
only,  under  the  appellation  of  the 
South  Sea  dock.  The  company 
was  erected  by  the  aft  of  the  9th 
of  queen  Anne,  chap.  21.  in  the 
year  1710  :  it  confided  of  the  pro¬ 
prietors  of  public  debts,  to  the 
amount  of  9,177,9671.  15s.  qd. 
which  fum  formed  the  firffc  capital 
flock  of  the  South  Sea  company. 
This  aft  directs,  that  the  fum  there¬ 
by  appropriated  to  anfwer  the  an¬ 
nuity  to  the  South  Sea  company, 
fhould  be  iffued  and  paid  out  of  the 
receipt  of  the  exchequer,  without 
fee  or  charge  ;  and  for  the  charges 
of  management  of  that  capital  it 
directs  Boool.  a  year  to  be  paid  to 
the  cafhier,  for  the  ufe  of  the  com¬ 
pany,  out  of  the  funds  therein  men¬ 
tioned  :  additions  were  made  from 
time  to  time  to  this  capital  by  vari¬ 
ous  acts  of  parliament,  and  fome  of 
them  gave  an  increafe  to  the  allow¬ 
ance  for  the  charges  of  manage¬ 
ment. 

In  the  year  1720  the  bank,  pur- 
fuant  tq  the  powers  given  in  the 
aft;  of  the  7th  of  George  I.  chap. 
5.  pure  baled  of  the  South  Sea 
Company  4,000,000  of  their  capi¬ 
tal,  which  was  ingrafted  into  the 
bank  flock ;  and  with  it  they  took, 
for  their  own  benefit  1898I.  3s.  t;d. 
&  year  (the  fum  before  mentioned) 
as  part  pf.  and  being  the  propor¬ 
tionable  fhare  of,  the  fum  then  al¬ 
lowed  by  the  legiilature  to  the 
South  Sea  company,  for  the  charges 
of  yaanagement  of  their  whole  ca¬ 


pital  ;  and  this  fum  has  been  fince 
iffued  every  year  to  the  bank,  as  a 
compenfation  for  that  fervice. 

In  the  year  1722,  by  the  aft  of 
the  9th  of  George  I.  chap.  6,  the 
whole  capital  flock  of  the  South 
Sea  company  was  divided  into  two 
equal  parts ;  add  one-  moiety, 
amounting  to  16,901,2411.  17s. 
o|d.  was  feparated  from  the  capi¬ 
tal,  and  converted  into  one  joint 
flock,  and  named  the  joint  flock  of 
South  Sea  annuities,  with  an  an¬ 
nuity  attending  it  of  5I.  per  cent, 
payable  out  of  the  funds  of  the 
company,  in  lieu  of  all  other  pro¬ 
fits  and  advantages  accruing  from 
or  belonging  to  the  capital  Hock. 
This  annuity  was  continued  to  be 
iffued  from  the  exchequer  to  the 
company,  but  in  trail  for  the  pro¬ 
prietors  of  the  new  created  frock. 

In  the  year  1732,  by  the  aft  of 
the  6th  of  George  II.  chap.  28. 
three  fourth  parts  of  the  remaining 
capital  of  this  company,  amount¬ 
ing  to  10,988,327!-  iis.  o|d.  was 
in  like  manner,  feparated  from  it, 
and  converted  into  a  new  flock, 
called  the  new  joint  flock  of  South 
Sea  annuities,  with  an  annuity  of 
4I.  per  cent,  attending  it,  payable 
out  of  the  fame  funds,  and  to  be 
iffued  from  the  exchequer  to  the 
company,  in  trull  for  the  proprie¬ 
tors  of  this  new'  flock  ;  but  thefe  re¬ 
parations  from  the  capital  flock  oc  = 
cafioned  no  alteration  in  the  charges 
of  management ;  the  payment  of 
the  fame  fum  was  continued  to  the 
company,  and  remains  at  this  day, 
except  as  far  as  it  has  been  dimi- 
niflied,  in  proportion  to  the  dimi«* 
nution  of  the  feveral  capitals  by 
redemption.  The  prefent  allow-4 
ance  is  14,022!.  3s.  2d.  a  year 
upon  the  old  aggregate  capita!  oi 
24,065,084b  13s.  n|d.  compre¬ 
hending  the  total  of  the  three  ca¬ 
pitals  above  mentioned  ;  this  al¬ 
lowance 
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losvanee,  being  compounded  of 
fums  granted  by  different  a£ts,  and 
computed  at  different  rates,  cannot 
be  effi mated  at  any  one  given  rate : 
it  is  ifi'ued  annually,  with  the  year's 
annuity, from  the  exchequer,  by  vir¬ 
tue  of  a  treafury  warrant,  under 
the  authority  off  the  teveral  a6ts 
above  men honed. 

From  this  enquiry  into  the  fubjefft 
of  thefe  bank  and  South  Sea  houfe 
accounts,  it  appears  that,  excluiive 
of  the  fums  paid  every  year  in  an¬ 
nuities  to  their  creditors,  the  public 
incur  two  other  kinds  ol  annual  ex- 
pences,  in  confequence  of  the  debts 
-they  conrrafft ;  the  one  is,  payments 
to  the  public  companies  for  tranfadt- 
ing  the  annuities  they  have  granted, 
called  the  charges  of  management ; 
the  other  is,  fees  and  other  charges 
at  the  lev  era  l  public  offices,  inci¬ 
dental  to  the  iffue  of  the  money 
for  the  payment,  and  to  the  au¬ 
diting  and  palling  the  accounts  or 
thefe  annuities.  As  the  money  for 
defraying  the  fi  rfl  of  thefe  expences 
is  illued  from  the  exchequer,  ufu- 
ally,  with  the  annuities  themfelves ; 
that  we  might  have  the  annual 
amount  of  it  before  us  at  one  view, 
and  be  likewife  ennabled  to  flare 
the  prefent  debt  of  this  Ration, 
with  all  its  attendant  expences  (the 
moll  important  of  the  public  ac¬ 
counts),  we  procured  from  the  au¬ 
ditor  of  the  exchequer  an  account 
of  aU  the  public  debts  Handing  out 
at  the  receipt  of  his  majefly’s  ex¬ 
chequer,  upon  the  5th  of  July  lad, 
with  the  annual  interell,  and  other 
charges  payable  for  the  fame,  di- 
flingu  idling  the  interefl  from  the 
charges.  In  this  account  the 
:  charges  of  management  of  the  debt 

O  y  •  ^ 

therein  Hated,  which  is  the  prefent 
.ubjedt  of  our  atte  tson,  amount 
o  124,369b  3s.  id.  excluiive  of 
}6ol  allowed  for  the  management 
>£  the  annuities  of  the  year 


and  of  the  fum  to  be  claimed  for 
the  loan  of  the  prefent  year ; 
which,  at  the  fame  rate,  upon 
1 5,000,000  perpetual  annuities,  and 
8o,oooi.  a  year  long  annuities,  is 
9562L  1  os.  the  addition  of  thefe 
two  fums  makes  the  total  of  this 
charge  for  the  prefent  year  1 3  4, 29  1  i, 
13s.  id.  As  the  public  debt  has 
increafed,  this  expence  has  increas¬ 
ed  with  it ;  and  as  by  far  the  greateli: 
part  of  the  annuities  have  been 
tran fatted  at  the  bank,  their  fliare 
in  this  allowance  is  great  in  pro- 
portioa  ;  it  will  amount  this  year 
to  112,252!.  4s.  qd.  excluiive  of 
the  4000  i.  part  of  the  ioo,oooI* 
originally  granted  to  them;  which, 
being  allotted  by  the  proprietors 
as  a  coinpenfation  to  their  gover¬ 
nor,  deputy,  and  directors,  is  not 
conlidered  as  an  allowance  for  ma¬ 
nagement  :  it  is  therefore  included 
in  the  column  or  annual  intereft 
in  the  Hate  of  the  public  debt. 
This  allowance  is  intended  as  a  re¬ 
compense  to  the  public  companies 
for  their  trouble,  and  the  expences 
they  incur  for  buildings,  clerks, 
flationary,  and  various  other  con¬ 
tingencies,  and  as  a  compenfation 
for  the  lolles  they  are  liable  to 
fuflain.  It  is  a  bargain  between 
them  and  that  branch  of  the  ad- 
minilb  ation  to  whom  the  conduct 
of  the  finances  is  intruded  ;  and 
the  rate  at  which  the  bank  are  paid 
has  not  varied  flnee  the  year  1742., 
Whether  this  is  an  equal  bargain 
between  the  public  and  the  com¬ 
panies,  depends  upon  a  variety  of 
circumflances,  the  difeuffion  of 
which  would  employ  much  time, 
and  probably  to  no  effedfual  pur- 
pole.  The  fum  allowed  is  of  mag¬ 
nitude,  and  fo  is  the  undertaking, 
£81,000,000  of  redeemable  annu- 
ties,  and  1,098,000!.  of  annuities 
for  years,  are  transferable  at  the 
bank  of  England.  The  board  in¬ 
truded 
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trufted  by  the  legiflature  to  fettle 
the  quantum  of  the  compenfation 
bed  know  how  cloddy  the  intereft 
and  credit  of  the  nation  are  con¬ 
nected  with  thofe  of  the  companies, 
how  frequently  they  hand  in  need 
of  each  other’s  abidance,  and  what 
intercourfe  is  neceffary  between 
them,  and,  confequently,  in  mak¬ 
ing  their  bargains  with  the  compa¬ 
nies,  can  take  into  their  con  libera¬ 
tion  every  circumdance,  and  pre- 
ferve  an  even  balance  between  them 
and  the  hate. 

The  other  branch  of  annual  ex¬ 
pence,  incidental  to  the  public 
debt,  is  the  fees  and  other  charges 
paid  at  the  public  offices  upon  the 
iffue,  and  for  auditing  and  palling 
the  accounts  of  thefe  annuities  : 
the  total  of  them  for  the  two  years, 
ending  the  5th  of  July  1779,  as 
hated  in  the  bank  memorials  above 
alluded  to,  and  confirmed  by  the 
report  of  the  auditors  of  the  itn- 
preli,  is  22,813!.  16s.  6d.  of  which 
21,693b  was  paid  to  the  auditors  of 
the  impreb;  the  remainder  being 
1 1 20b  ios.6d.  to  the  other  offices. 
Should  the  fubbitution  of  falaries 
in  the  place  of  fees  and  perquilites, 
in  thefe  offices,  become  the  fubjedt 
of  conlideration,  the  reafonablenefs 
and  propriety  of  the  fees  enume¬ 
rated  in  thele  accounts  will  come 
under  the  difcuffion  of  thofe  per- 
fons  to  whom  the  power  fhall  be 
intruded  of  fettling  the  quantum 
of  the  equivalent  ;  but  the  fum 
paid  to  the  auditors  of  the  impreb 
fo  far  exceeds  the  red,  as  to  re¬ 
quire  our  immediate  attention.  This 
payment  is  grounded  upon  a  war¬ 
rant  of  the  lord  high  treafurer 
Godolphin,  dated  the  4th  of  [uly 
1704,  a  copy  of  which  was  tranf- 
mitted  to  us  by  the  auditors  of  the 
impreh.  This  warrant  confirms 
the  report  of  Henry  Boyle,  efq. 
chancellor  and  under-treafurerof  the 


exchequer,  and  William  Lowndes, 
efq.  fecretary  to  the  treafury, 
concerning  allowances  to  be  made 
to  the  auditors  of  the  impreb  on 
palling  accounts  ;  in  which  report 
there  is  this  article——46  Lottery 
penlions.  For  every  year’s  account 
of  the  payment  of  the  lottery  pen- 
fions,  commonly  called  the  Million 
Lottery,  hereafter  to  be  declared, 
the  fum  of  ioob  and  in  that  pro- 
portion  as  aforefaid,  during  the 
continuance  of  the  laid  penlions.” 
Thefe  lottery  penlions  were  annu¬ 
ities  granted  in  the  year  1694,  by 
the  aCt  of  the  3th  of  William  and 
Mary,  chapter  the  7th,  for  railing 
1,000,000  :  they  were  for  fixteen 
years,  at  the  rate  of  14b  per  cent. 
An  officer  was  appointed  for  the 
payment  of  them  at  the  exchequer, 
who  was  to  pafs  his  accounts  before 
the  auditors  of  the  impreb.  tool, 
being  thus  allowed  for  auditing  the 
annual  account  of  thefe  annuities, 
amounting  to  140,000b  a  year, 
purehafed  with  1,000,000,  the  an¬ 
nual  allowance  to  the  auditors  has 
ever  fince  been  calculated  at  the 
rate  of  ioob  per  million  on  the 
capital.  Hence  this  payment  has 
kept  an  even  pace  with  the  public 
debt  :  it  amounted,  upon  the  bank 
accounts  for  the  year  1781,  as 
appears  by  an  account  of  them  pro¬ 
cured  from  the  bank,  to  14,833b 
7s.  qd.  and  will  amount  this  year, 
and  continue  for  every  fucceeding 
year,  if  no  alteration  is  made  in  the 
annuities,  to  19,682b  3s.  8d. 

The  bulinefs  for  which  this  fum 
is  intended  to  be  the  compenlation* 
is  the  examination  of  the  dividend 
and  other  warrants  ;  comparing 
them  with  their  correfpondent  en¬ 
tries  in  the  lids ;  calling  up  the 
items  ;  reducing  the  account  into 
the  official  form  ;  and  ingroffing  if. 

It  is  true,  in  general,  that  where 
money  is  ilfued  from  the  exchequer, 
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to  be  applied  to  certain  public  pur¬ 
poses,  an  account  Ihould  be  paffed 
o f  that  money,  that  the  public  may 
know  and  be  fatisfied  as  to  the  ap¬ 
plication  ;  but  circ'umftances  may 
create  exceptions  to  this,  as  well 
as  to  every  other  general  rule  :  the 
truft  may  be  lb  well  guarded  by 
the  mode  of  execution,  as  to  ren¬ 
der  a  mifappiication  or  abide  hardly 
practicable  -  or  the  expence  of 
taking  the  account  may  be  io  hea¬ 
vy,  as  to  outweigh  every  poffible 
advantage  to  be  derived  from  it. 

A  fum  equal  to  a  half  year’s 
annuity  is  i lined  from  the  exche¬ 
quer  to  the  bank,  to  be  divided 
among' the  proprietors  of  that  an¬ 
nuity,  in  proportion  to  the  iiifereft 
of  each  in  the  capital,  the  making 
this  divilion  is  the  trull  which  the 
bank  engrave  to  execute  :  the  man- 
r«er  in  which  they  execute  it,  we 
learn  from  the  information  of  Mr. 
William  Edwards,  deputy  accoun¬ 
tant  of  the  bank. 

When  the  transfer  books  of  any 
annuity  are  fhut,  for  the  payment 
of  the  dividend,  the  fliare  of  every 
proprietor  in  the  capital  flock  Is 
extracted  from  his  account  in  the 
ledger,  and  fet  oppofite  to  his 
name  ;  a  dividend  warrant  is  filled 
up  for  each  proprietor,  with  his 
(hare  in  the  capital,  and  annuity 
attending  it  :  a  dividend  book  is 
formed,  comprehending  the  name 
of  every  proprietor,  the  folio  of 
his  account  in  the  ledger,  his  (hare 
in  the  capital  and  annuity,  and  the 
number  of  his  warrant :  a  dupli¬ 
cate  is  made  of  this  dividend  book  : 
the  original,  duplicate,  and  war¬ 
rants  are  all  compared  together  : 
that  the  warrants  may  be  correct, 
and  correlpond  with  the  dividend 
books,  they  undergo  various  for¬ 
malities  and  examinations  by  diffe¬ 
rent  clerks  ;  and,  after  being  figned 
by  the  proper  officer,  they  are  de- 
1786. 
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poflted  in  the  office  where  the  an¬ 
nuity  is  tranfadled,  until  the  pro¬ 
prietors  apply  for  payment.  ‘The 
perfon  receiving  it  ligns  the  divi¬ 
dend  book,  oppofite  the  name  of 
the  proprietor,  and  the  receipt  at 
the  bottom  of  the  warrant,  which 
is  witneffed  by  the  clerk  who  de¬ 
livers  it.  The  teller  pays  it,  enters 
it  in  his  book,  and  cancels  it  ; 
after  which  it  is  entered  in  a  cadi 
book  in  the  dividend  warrant  office, 
and  in  the  check  ledger  in  the 
check  office  ;  where  all  the  paid 
warrants  are  ranged  in  numerical 
order,  and  the  total  of  them  com¬ 
pared  with  the  total  of  the  unpaid 
lift  made  out  at  the  annuity  office  ; 
from  thence  they  are  tranfmitted 
to  the  auditor  of  the  imprell. 

This  ti  an  faction  is  Ample ; — the 
divilion  of  a  certain  film  among  a 
number  of  perfons,  in  proportion, 
to  their  interefts.  Many  perfons 
are  employed  in  this  divilion  ;  and 
it  feems  well  fenced' again  ft  fraud 

o 

or  error.  The  company  can  mif- 
apply  no  part  of  this  money,  for 
the  whole  annuity  is  diftributed  in 
the  dividend  warrants  ;  and  the  en¬ 
tries  of  the  (hares  in  the  dividend 
books,  which  are  tranlcribed  into 
the  warrants,  arc  caff  up  to  lee  that 
they  comprehend  the  whole.  What¬ 
ever  abufe  or  error  may  be  com¬ 
mitted,  muft  immediately  a  fieri  the 
proprietor  ;  as  by  forging  a  receipt, 
or  obtaining  it  from  him  by  fraud, 
or  refilling  him  payment,  or  by  an 
erroneous  calculation  of  his  lhare  * 
but  againil  thefe-  the  auditor’s  ex¬ 
amination  is  no  fecurity  :  the  in¬ 
jured  proprietor  muft  apply  to  the 
company  for  relief ;  and,  if  refuf- 
ed,  he  has  his  legal  remedy.  Thefe 
circumftances  cannot  come  before 
the  auditor:  all  he  requires  is  a 
formal  receipt  tor  every  payment ; 
and  he  allows  it  to  the  company 
without  further  enquiry  ;  his  bufi- 
(K)  nefs 
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nefs  is  merely  a  comparifon  of  the 
diffefent  entries  of  the  fame  fums, 
»nd  calling  up  a  number  of  articles 

- the  employment  of  inferior 

clerks :  he  is  a  check  upon  the  for¬ 
mality  of  the  warrant,  and  the  ac¬ 
curacy  of  the  calling  ;  and  for  this 
the  public  are  to  pay,  if  the  pre- 
fent  fyltem  of  accounting  is  conti¬ 
nued,  near  zo,oool.  a  year.  Since 
then  this  trull  repofed  in  the  pub¬ 
lic  companies,  being  limple  in  its 
nature,  and  guarded  in  its  execu¬ 
tion,  is  not,  as  appears  to  us,  open 
to  abufe ;  nor  the  public  money 
ilfued  for  this  fervice  liable  to  mil- 
application  ;  we  are  of  opinion, 
that  the  public  derives  no  benefit 
whatever  from  the  examination  of 
the  bank  and  South  Sea  annuities 
in  the  office  of  the  auditors  of  the 
imprell ;  and,  confequently,  that 
fuch  examination  ought  to  be  dif- 
continued,  as  a  heavy  and  unnecef- 
fary  expence  to  the  public.  We 
are  warranted  in  this  opinion  by 
ufage  in  a  fimilar  inllance :  no  ac¬ 
count  of  the  old  and  new  South 
Sea  annuities  is  rendered  at  the  ex¬ 
chequer  :  being  originally  part  of 
the  capital  South  Sea  hock,  they 
were,  as  fuch,  exempt  from  ac¬ 
count  :  the  annuities  paid  by  go¬ 
vernment  upon  all  the  capital  trad¬ 
ing  hocks,  the  bank,  the  South 
Sea,  and  the  Eah  India,  hock,  are 
ilfued  from  the  exchequer  without 
account :  the  reafon  feems  to  be 
this ; — the  annuity  is  granted  to 
the  company  in  their  collective  ca¬ 
pacity,  as  a  body  corporate,  and 
paid  to  them  as  one  entire  debt  to 
one  perfon  :  after  the  officer  ap¬ 
pointed  by  them  has  received  it, 
government  has  no  more  to  do 
with  it,  it  lies  upon  thofe  to  whom 
the  company  have  entruhed  the  di¬ 
rection  and  management  of  their 
affairs,  to  take  care  that  a  jut!  divi- 
fion  of  it  is  made  among  their 
members :  but  upon  the  reparation 
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of  the  old  and  new  annuities  from 
the  capital  hock,  the  proprietors  of 
thofe  funds  no  longer  continued 
members  of  the  company  ;  they 
quitted  all  lliare  both  in  the  direc¬ 
tion  and  the  profits :  they  became 
dillinCt  bodies  of  men,  like  the 
proprietors  of  any  other  govern¬ 
ment  iecurity  ;  the  proportional 
fliares  of  the  original  annuity, 
which  they  became  entitled  to  up¬ 
on.  the  reparation,  continued  to  be 
ilfued,  and  are  now  ilfued  from  the 
exchequer  to  the  company  ;  blend¬ 
ed  with  the  hock  annuity  ;  but  the 
acts  expreily  fay,  thofe  (hares  (hall 
be  ilfued  in  trull  for  the  proprie¬ 
tors  ;  and  therefore,  from  the  time 
of  the  reparation,  the  company  be¬ 
came  refponlible  to  government  for 
the  payment  of  thefe  annuities, 
juh  as  the  governor  and  company 
of  the  bank  of  England  hand  at 
this  time  refponlible  for  the  pay¬ 
ment  of  the  dividends  upon  any 
capital  they  t  ran  fact ;  and  the  mo¬ 
ney  for  fuch  payment  ought,  in 
confihency,  to  have  been  ilfued 
from  the  exchequer,  by  way  of 
imprell  and  on  account ;  and  yet, 
ever  hnce  the  year  1722,  the  lum 
of  357,224!.  2 s .  the  prefent  an¬ 
nuity  attending  the  old  South  Sea 
annuities  ;  and  ever  lince  the  year 
1732,  the  fum  of  254,844!.  18s.  id. 
the  prelent  annuity  attending  the 
newSouth  Sea  annuities;  and  larger 
fums,  during  the  time  the  rate  of 
intereh  was  higher,  have  been  paid 
every  year  by  the  South  Sea  com¬ 
pany7,  as  trulVes  employed  by  the 
public,  and  no  account  of  thefe  pay¬ 
ments  whatever  rendered  at  the  ex¬ 
chequer  ;  very  much  to  the  emolu¬ 
ment  of  the  public,  by  a  faving  in 
fees,  to  the  auditors  of  the  imprell 
only,  of  above  120,000!. 

As  the  payment  of  thefe  annui¬ 
ties  has,  for  fo  many7  years,  been 
intruded  to  the  South  Sea  compa¬ 
ny,  without  account,  and  without 

any 
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any  indance  of  abufe  or  mifappli- 
cation  that  has  hitherto  been  difco- 
vered  ;  every  reafon  feems  to  coi> 
cur  for  extending  the  fame  exemp¬ 
tion  from  the  jurifdidtion  of  the 
auditor  of  the  impreft  to  the 
annuities  of  the  year  1751,  and 
to  thofe  tran  fa  cited  at  the  bank  of 
England. 

The  duty,  however,  and  bufi- 
nefs  of  the  cafliier  ought,  in  our 
opinion,  to  be  continued  without 
alteration.  It  is  expedient  that  go¬ 
vernment  fliould  not  be  ignorant  of 
the  annual  Pate  of  thefe  accounts  ; 
and  therefore  the  cafliier  of  each 
company  fhould,  every  year,  tranf- 
mit  to  the  lords  commiffioners  of 
his  majefty’s  treafury,  an  account 
current,  fimilar  to  that  now  tranf- 
mitted  by  them  to  the  auditors  of 
the  ifnproft,  containing  the  receipts 
and  payments  of  all  the  annuities 
tranfa&ed  by  them,  including  the 
old  and  new  South  Sea  annuities, 
with  the;  balance  of  the  unclaimed 
dividends  and  flock  remaining  in 
their  hands,  figned  by  the  cafliier, 
and  attefled  by  him  on  oath,  before 
a  baron  of  the  exchequer. 

We  have  fuggeded  the  exemp¬ 
tion  of  thefe  accounts  from  the  iu- 
rlfdidtion  of  the  auditors  of  the 
impreft,  as  a  regulation  proper  and 
neceffary  to  be  carried  into  imme¬ 
diate  execution  :  we  do  not  mean 
to  violate,  in  the  flighted:  degree, 
any  right  veiled  in  an  officer  by 
virtue  of  his  office.  The  principles 
which  fee ur'e  the  rights  of  private 
property  are  facred,  and  to  be  pre¬ 
ferred  inviolate  :  they  are  land¬ 
marks  to  be  coniidereci  as  immov¬ 
able  :  but  the  public  have  their 
rights  alio  ;  rights  equally  facred, 
and  as  freely  to  be  exercifed.— 
That  we  may  purfue.the  line  of 
juftice,  without  invading  the  rights 
of  the  fubjeft  on  the  one  hand,  or 
Lcnficirijj  thofe  of  the  public  on 
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the  other,  it  becomes  neceffary  for 
us  to  endeavour  to  develope  'thefe 
official  rights,  and  define,  if  we 
can,  their  precife  boundaries.  If 
a  ufelefs  and  expend ve  office  can¬ 
not  be  fupprelfed,  nor  the  redun¬ 
dancies  of  an  office  curtailed,  be 
the  neceffities  of  the  date  ever  fo. 
urgent,  without  intrenching  upon 
the  right  of  the  poffelfor,  and  vio¬ 
lating  the  public  faith,  the  evil 
muft  be  endured,  until  the  power 
of  the  legiflature  can,  without  the 
imputation  of  injuflice,  be  exerted 
for  the  relief  of  the  Hate. 

The  principle  which  gives  ex¬ 
igence  to,  and  governs  every  pub¬ 
lic  office,  is  the  benefit  of  the  date. 
Government  requires  that  various 
branches  of  bufinefs  fliould  be  tranf- 
adted,  and  perfons  muff  be  found 
to  tranfadt  them.  The  acceptance 
of  a  public  office  implies  an  en¬ 
gagement  to  do  the  bufinefs,  and  a 
right  to  a  compenfation  :  the  officer 
has  powers  delegated  to  him  necef¬ 
fary  for  the  execution  ;  but  he  has 
no  other  right  than  to  the  reward 
of  his  labour :  he  has  no  right  to 
any  fpecific  quantity  of  bufinefs ; 
that  quantity  muft  fluctuate  ac¬ 
cording  to  circumftances,  or  may 
be  regulated  by  the  convenience  of 
the  date  :  if  the  good  of  the  com¬ 
munity  requires  a  diminution  or 
annihilation  of  the  bufinefs  of  bis 
office,  or  the  transferring  it  elfe- 
where,  the  officer  cannot  oppofe  to 
the  regulation,  the  diminution  or 
annihilation  of  his  profits  ;  becaufe 
not  the  emolument  of  the  officer, 
but  the  advantage  of  the  public,  was 
the  object  of  the  iriftitution  :  to 
fuppofe  in  him  a  right  to  make 
fuch  an  objection,  would  be  to  fup¬ 
pofe  the  office  created  for  his  bene¬ 
fit  ;  that  is,  to  fuppofe  it  to  origi¬ 
nate  in  a  violation  of  public  trud, 
an  abufe  of  power,  and  an  offence 
againft  the  date.  Where  law  or 
(K  2)  ufage 
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ufage  has  annexed  terms  to  the 
grant,  which  limit  the  right  of  the 
executive  power  to  refume  or  take 
it  away,  the  reafon  feems  to  be  the 
expedience  of  leaving  the  officer  in 
the  exercife  of  the  duties  of  his  of¬ 
fice,  independent  of  the  influence 
of  that  power,  which  might  other- 
wife,  at  pleafure,  remove  him  :  but 
when  it  is  no  longer  for  public  con¬ 
venience  that  fuch  duties  fhould  be 
exercifed,  or  when  the  exercife  of 
them  becomes  an  unneceffary  ex* 
pence  to  the  public,  it  would  be  an 
inverfion  of  the  principle  that  go¬ 
verns  fuch  ei.lablifhme.nts,  to  fuffer 
that  private  emolument,  which  was 
no  motive  for  the  inftitution, 
to  prevent  or  retard  the  abolition  of 
them.  It  matters  not  what  the  du¬ 
ration  or  condition  of  the  intereft 
may  be,  whether  for  life  or  years, 
during  good  behaviour  or  pleafure ; 
all  are  equally  fubjedt  to  that  go¬ 
verning  principle  for  the  fake  of 
which  it  was  created — the  good  ot 
the  public  :  hence,  in  every  pro- 
pofed  offic’al  regulation,  the  ad¬ 
vantage  or  difadvantage  of  the  of¬ 
ficer  can  never  be  properly  a  fub- 
jedt  of  difcuffion  ;  the  only  quef- 
tion  is,  whether  the  neceifity  or 
good  of  the  date  adtually  requires 
it  ?  This  decides  the  propriety  of 
the  regulation  ;  and  the  determina¬ 
tion  of  it  belongs  only  to  the  fu- 
preme  power  that  watches  over  the 
public  good,  for  its  improvement 
as  well  as  protection.  The  regula¬ 
tion  we  have  here  i’uggefled  affedls 
the  auditors  of  the  imp  re  ft,  by  a 
diminution  of  their  bufinefs,  and 
confequently  of  their  profits:  it  is 
neceflary  therefore  to  examine  par¬ 
ticularly,  whether  it  interferes  with 
any  right  veiled  in  that  officer  by 
virtue  of  his  office.  We  have  pro¬ 
cured,  and  inferted  in  the  appen¬ 
dix,  a  copy  of  the  laft  patent  for 
the  grant  of  this  office,  omitting 
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the  recital  of  the  then  fubfifting  pa¬ 
tents  :  this  patent  defcribes  his  of¬ 
fice,  with  its  objedts  and  emolu¬ 
ments.  The  power  of  auditing 
the  bank  and  South  Sea  houfe  ac¬ 
counts,  feems  to  be  derived  .from 
the  general  words  of  il  auditing  and 
determining  all  accounts  of  all  per* 
Ions  whatfoever,  being  account¬ 
able  for  any  films  received  by  the 
name  of  impreft. ”  The  iftlie, 
therefore,  by  way  of  impreft,  is 
the  circumftance  that  gives  the  au¬ 
ditor  the  power  to  examine  the  ex¬ 
penditure.  Whether  a  fum  fhall 
be  i filled  by  way  of  impreft,  or 
not,  depends  upon  the  authority 
that  diredls  the  iftlie  ;  which  is  ei¬ 
ther  the  royal  fign  manual,  or  an 
iidft  of  parliament  ;  and,  confe¬ 
quently,  the  exercife  of  this  power 
of  auditing  muft  depend  upon  the 
will  and  pleafure  either  of  the 
crown,  or  the  legiflature,  . 

The  office  of  the  auditors  of  the  im¬ 
preft  exifted  before  the  mode  of 
borrowing  upon  funds  was  firft  a- 
dopted.  Upon  the  creation  of  an¬ 
nuities,  the  legiilature  thought  pro¬ 
per  to  direCf  that  the  money  to  be 
iftued  for  the  payment  of  them 
fliould  be  accounted  for  according 
to  the  due  courfe  of  the  exche¬ 
quer  ;  and  thereby  gave  the  audi¬ 
tors  a  new  objeCfc.  Should  the  le¬ 
giflature  fee  good  reafon  for  alter¬ 
ing  the  mode  of  iffue  ;  fliould  they 
find  by  experience  that  the  examin¬ 
ation  of  the  accounts  by  the  audit¬ 
ors  of  the  impreft  is  unneceftary  ; 
or  the  advantage  of  it  in  no  degree 
adequate  to  the  expence  ;  can  there 
be  a  doubt  of  their  having  a  right, 
•without  injuftice,  to  take  from 
them  again  that  objedft,  and  to  di¬ 
rect  the  ifllie  for  the  future  to  be 
without  account  ? 

There  is  another  limitation  alfo, 
upon  the  power  of  the  auditor,  in¬ 
ferted  in  his  patent ;  that  is,  the 

con  fen t 
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eonfent  of  the  treafury  :  he  is  to 
audit  and  determine,  by  and  with 
the  advice,  authority,  and  eonfent 
of  the  high  treafurer  of  Great 
Britain,  or  the  commiffioners  of  the 
treafury,  chancellor,  and  under- 
treafurer  of  the  exchequer  for  the 
time  being.”  This  neeefiarily  im¬ 
plies  a  power  in  the  treafury,  if 
they  fee  reafon,  to  with-hold  their 
afienf ;  and,  confequently,  renders 
the  exercife  of  the  power  of  the  au¬ 
ditor  dependent  upon  their  difere- 
tion.  If  this  mode  of  reafoning  be 
folid  and  conelufive;  if  the  pro¬ 
priety  of  continuing  an  office, 
or  particular  branches  of  the  buii- 
nefs  of  an  office,  be  tried  by  the 
advantage  it  produces  to  the  com¬ 
munity  ;  if  the  officer  can  have  no 
right  in  his  office,  independent  of 
the  public  good ;  we  fugged  the 
infringement  of  no  private  right, 
when  we  deliver  it  as  our  opinion, 
that  the  money  for  the  annuities 
payable  at  the  bank  of  England 
and  South  Sea  houfe,  ought  for  the 
future  to  be  iffued  without  account 
from  the  exchequer  :  and  we  have 
not  violated  any  private  right,  by 
iuggefting  the  neceffity  of  an  im¬ 
mediate  abolition  of  ufelefs  and  ex- 
pendve  offices,  and  reduction  of 
unneceflary  and  redundant  expell¬ 
ees  ;  convinced  as  we  are,  by  the 
irreddible  evidence  of  the  date  of 
the  national  debt  exhibited  to  us, 
of  the  abfolute  and  indiipendble 
neceffity  of  an  immediate  attention 
to  every  practicable  retrenchment. 

This  account  of  the  public  debt 
being  tranfmitted  to  us  from  the 
exchequer  in  the  ufual  official 
form,  required  fome  explanation  ; 
with  which  we  were  lupplied  by  the 
examination  of  Mr.  John  Hugh- 
fon,  clerk  of  the  debentures  in  the 
office  of  the  auditor  of  the  receipt 
of  his  majedy’s  exchequer. 

The  lums  inferted  in  the  column 


under  the  head  of  principal  debt, 
oppoiite  to  the  fird,  fecond,  third, 
and  fifth  articles  of  annuities  pay¬ 
able  at  the  exchequer,  are  the  pur- 
chafe  money  originally  paid  for 
them  into  the  exchequer.  This 
purchafe  money  does  notleemto  us  to 
conditute  a  part  of  the  public  debt ; 
the  public  are  in  no  event  bound  to 
pay  it :  they  are  bound  to  pay  the 
annuities  purchafed  with  thefe  fums 
for  the  duration  of  the  terms,  and 
the  exidence  of  the  lives  for  which 
they  were  granted  ;  but  upon  the 
expiration  offthe  annuities,  either 
by  effiuClion  of  time,  or  death,  the 
debt  is  at  an  end ;  an  event  that 
has  happened,  as  to  the  fecond  ar¬ 
ticle,  of  annuities  for  lives  with  the 
benefit  of  furvivorfliip,  fince  the 
fince  the  5th  of  July  lad,  the  date 
of  the  account.  This  annuity  is 
now  expired,  by  the  death  of  the 
lad  nominee ;  and  therefore  we 
have  omitted  this  article,  as  well 
as  thofe  other  principal  fums,  in 
our  date  of  the  public  debt. 

The  fird  article  of  131,203!. 
12s.  8d.  annuities  for  long  terms, 
being  complicated,  we  obtained  an 
account  of  the  annuities  that  com- 
pofe  it.  This  fum  confifts  of  an¬ 
nuities  for  years,  granted  for  diffe¬ 
rent  terms,  at  feveu  diderent  peri¬ 
ods,  between  the  years  1692  and 
1708  ;  and  they  will  all  expire 
between  the  years  1790  and  1807. 
The  annuities  in  the  third  article, 
for  two  and  three  lives  amounting 
to  8,207k  I2S.  were  finally  granted 
in  the  year  1703,  by  the  adt  of  the 
2d  and  3d  of  queen  Anne,  chap. 
3. :  the  lives  were  all  named  by  the 
id  of  May  1704,  The  original 
fum  of  thefe  annuities  was  37,013k 
is.  7d. :  the  number  of  orders  was 
1701  ;  of  which  440  are  now  con¬ 
tinued  upon  the  books  at  the  ex¬ 
chequer,  as  containing  lives  in  be¬ 
ing  j  notwithft  mding  mod  of  thefe 
(K  3)  may 
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may  be,  and  probably  are,  ex¬ 
pired.  The  aft  directs,  that  the 
contributor,  or  his  reprefentatives 
lhall,  within  one  month  after  the 
'death  of  the  nominee,  certify  it  to 
the  auditor  of  the  receipt  of  the  ex¬ 
chequer  ;  and,  within  three  months 
after  notice  of  the  determination  of 
the  annuity,  deliver  up  his  tally 
and  order  into  the  exchequer  ;  and 
until  this  is  done  the  life  is  conti¬ 
nued  upon  the  books  as  exiting'. 
Many  of  the  contributors,  and 
perfons  named  in  thefe  orders,  were 
foreigners,  and  might  be  ignorant 
of,  or  inattentive  to,  the_,vjeftions 
of  the  act.  Every  nominee  now 
living  muft  be  at  leaf!  feventy-nine 
years  and  an  half  old:  that  440, 
out  of  5103  perfons,  fuppofing 
originally  three  lives  in  each  order, 
fliould  attain  that  age,  is  not  pro¬ 
bable  upon  any  calculation. 

In  order  to  obtain  the  payment 
of  this  annuity,  a  formal  certifi¬ 
cate  muft  be  produced  of  the  life 
of  the  nominee  :  the  laft  life  that 
was  certified  was  upon  the  ift  of 
january  1781,  But  notwithstand¬ 
ing  the  probability  that  the  greateft: 
part  of  thefe  annuities  are  expired, 
they  cannot,  upon  that  ground  on¬ 
ly,  be  omitted  ;  they  muft:  be  con- 
tinned  as  part  of  the  public  debt, 
until  the  auditor  of  the  exchequer 
has  an  authority  for  leaving  them 
out. 

The  fourth  article  of  2200I.  ex- 
chequer  bills,  made  out,  for  inte- 
reft  of  old  bills,  has  been  inferted 
among  the  public  debts  ever  lince 
the  year  1727:  the  old  bills  were 
then  cancelled  ;  and  this  intereft 
upon  them  was  fuppofed  to  be  due 
in  the  year  1719  :  it  no  where  ap¬ 
pears  that  any  fuch  bills  were  ever 
made  out,  or  to  whom  this  intereft 
belongs  :  no  demand  has  been  made 
for  them  at  the  exchequer ;  arid 
therefore  \ye  think  this  fum  may 


fafely  be  erafed  from  among  the 
debts  of  the  public,  and  have  omit¬ 
ted  it  accordingly.  The  million 
raifed  in  the  year  1726,  not  having 
been  paid  into  the  exchequer,  but 
applied  in  cancelling  exchequer 
bills  iflued  for  the  dilcharge  of  the 
civil  lift  debts,  has  never  been  in¬ 
ferted  among  the  debts  of  the  pub¬ 
lic,  Handing  out  at  the  exchequer  ; 
but  it  feems  to  us  as  if  the  pub  ic 
have  made  thc-mfelves  liable  to  the 
payment  of  this  debt.  By  the  aft 
of  the  7th  of  George  I.  chap.  27. 
300,000!.  was  raifed  by  annuities 
to  difeharge  the  debts  of  the  civil 
lift  :  they  were  made  a  charge  upon 
the  hereditary  revenues,  and  to  be 
redeemed  by  the  crown.  To  en¬ 
able  the  cro\vn  to  reimburfe  itfelf 
the  fums  to  be  paid  for  thefe  annui¬ 
ties,  and  for  their  redemption,  the 
fix-penny  duty  was  granted,  and  ap¬ 
propriated. 

By  the  11th  of  George  I.  chap, 
17.  a  million  was  raifed  by  exche¬ 
quer  bills,  for  the  fame  purpofe  ; 
and  300. cool,  of  it  applied  in  the 
redemption  of  thefe  annuities  :  the 
bills  were  charged  upon  the  here¬ 
ditary  revenues  5  the  fix-penny  duty 
was  continued  ;  and  the  furplus  ex- 
prefsly  appropriated  for  the  can¬ 
celling  them.  The  next  year,  by 
the  ??th  of  George  I.  chap.  2. 
a  million  was  raifed  by  a  lottery, 
and  converted  into  annuities,  at  3I, 
per  cent,  and  applied  in  cancelling 
990,oocl»  of  the  exchequer  bills* 
The  king  was  empowered  to  con¬ 
tinue  the  fix-penny  duty ;  and  out 
of  it  30,0001.  a  year  was  made  a 
fpecific  fund  for  the  payment  of  the 
annuity  ;  the  king  was  empowered 
alfo  to  redeem  thim,  but  out  of 
what  fund  is  not  mentioned  :  the 
whple  produce  of  the  duty  was  ap¬ 
propriated  towards  paying  and  dif- 
charging  the  laid  annuities  ;  and, 
fliould  it  produce  a  furplus,  it  was 
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be  referred  in  the  exchequer,  and 
not  iflUed  or  applied,  but  by  au¬ 
thority  of  parliament.  This  duty 
having’  for  many  years  produced  a 
furplus,  the  aft  of  the  19th  of  his 
prefent  majeffy,  chap.  6q.  appro¬ 
priates  it  towards  augmenting  the 
4alaries  of  the  judges.  As  the 
million  railed  by  exchequer  bills, 
and  the  next  year  converted  into 
annuities,  was  exp rels ly  charged 
upon  the  hereditary  revenues  of  the 
crown,  which  bv  the  aft  of  the  ill 
of  his  prefent  majeffy,  are  carried 
to  the  aggregate  fund  ;  and  the  fur- 
plus  of  rhat  fund  is,  by  the  aft  of 
the  iirft  of  George  L  chap.  12, 
which  created  it,  difpofable  tor  the 
public  fervice ;  and  as  the  furplus 
of  the  fix-penny  duty,  the  whole  of 
which  was  appropriated  to  pay  the 
annuities,  and  cancel  the  exchequer 
bills,  has  been  taken  for,  and  is 
now  appropriated  to,  a  public  fer¬ 
vice,  the  public  have  pofiefled  them- 

felves  of  the  revenues  chargeable 
<*  *  •  ^ 

with  this  million,  and  with  the 
fund  created  to  reimburfe  thole  re¬ 
venues  ;  and,  therefore,  we  think 
ourfelves  well  warranted  to  infert 
this  million  among  the  debts  due 
from  the  public. 

The  fum  of  1,164,262b  5s.  in 
the  column  of  annual  intereft,  con- 
fills  of  a  variety  of  annuities  grant¬ 
ed  by  different  afts ;  fome  for  lives, 
and  others  for  years  for  different 
periods,  they  are  digefted  in  two 
fupplemental  accounts  we  received 
from  the  exchequer.  The  fum  for 
lives,  granted  in  hve  different  years? 
payable  at  the  exchequer*  4nd  hand¬ 
ing  out  upon  the  5th  of  July  lah, 
is  71,055!.  16s.  7<1.  The  annuities 
for  long  and  fliort  terms,  granted 
in  eight  different  years,  amount  to 
1,098,525!.  7s. 

In  the  column  of  principal  debt, 
oppolite  to  thefe  annuities,  no  fum 
is  inferted,  becaufe  no  fums  were 
jpaici  fpecifically  for  them  iftto  the 
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exchequer:  they  v/ere  all  premiums 
granted  to  the  lubfcribers,  in  addi¬ 
tion  to  redeemable  annuities.  To 
compute  the  principal  debt  incur¬ 
red  on  account  of  thefe  annuities  for 
lives  and  years,  at  any  given  time, 
the  value  of  each  fpecies  muff  be 
effimated  by  the  age  and  circum- 
hances  of  the  nominees,  or  th-e 
time  they  have  to  run,  and  the 
market 'price  at  that  time  --  a  calcu¬ 
lation  npt  very  practicable,  and,  if 
it  were,  of  no  great  utility. 

The  fum  of  5250b  the  hrft  ar¬ 
ticle  in  the  column  under  the  title 
of  management,  is  paid,  purfuant 
to  various  treafury  warrants,  to  the 
auditor,  the  clerk  of  the  pells,  and 
te  lers  of  the  exchequer,  in  certain 
proportions,  for  their  trouble  iq 
tranfafting  the  annuities  payable  in 
that  office. 

All  thefe  debts  may  be  claffed 
under  two  heads,  the  redeemable, 
and  the  irredeemable  ;  the  hrft,  are 
thole  which  the  legillature,  purfu* 
ing  the  forms  and  terms  fpeciiied 
in  the  afts  that  created  them,  may 
redeem,  without  the  conlent  of  the 
proprietors ;  the  latter,  are  thofe 
which  being  granted  for  certain 
fpeciiied  periods,  cannot  be  redeem¬ 
ed  without  the  confent  of  the  pro¬ 
prietors  ;  in  the  creation  of  fome  of 
the  Iirft,  the  right  of  redemption  is 
reftrained  in  favour  of  the  fubferi- 
bers,  until  after  a  limited  period. 

Correfponding  with  thefe  obfer- 
vations,  and  confequcntly  deviating 
fomewhat  from  the  form  purfued  in 
the  exchequer,  we  have  fet  forth 
the  prefent  hate,  as  it  appears  to 
us,  of  the  national  debt  handing 
out  the  exchequer;  in  which 
the  redeemable  debt  amounts  to 
211,363,254b  15s.  4|d.  and  the 
annuity  attending  it  to  6,642,397b 
12s.  qd.  s  which  annuity  will  ex¬ 
pire  upon  the  redemption,  annihi¬ 
lation,  or  purchafmg  in  of  the  ca? 
pitab  The  irredeemable  annuity 
(K  4)  amounts 
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amounts  to  the  annual  fum  of 
1,309,532!.  8s.  3d. ;  which,  unlefs 
purchafed  in,  muf  continue  for  the 
periods  for  which  the  leveral  parts 
of  it  were  granted.  The  charges 
of  managing  this  debt  amount  to 
134,2911.  13s.  id. 

From  the  materials  thus  col¬ 
lected,  we  are  enabled  to  fate,  at 
one  view,  with  precifion,  the  total 
fum  paid  by  the  public  in  confe- 
quence  of  their  debts  in  this,  and 
to  be  paid  in  every  fucceeding  year, 
until  a  reduction  fhall  take  place. 
The  fum  paid  in  annuities  on  the 
capital,  and  for  lives  and  years,  is 
57,951,9301.  is  ;  the  charges  of  ma¬ 
nagement  are  134,291b  13s.  id.: 
the  fees  to  the  auditors  of  the  im- 
pref,  on  the  bank  and  South  Sea 
lioufe  accounts,  19,874b  2s,  8d.  : 
the  fees  at  the  other  offices,  taken 
at  the  fame  rate  as  Hated  in  the 
bank  and  South  Sea  houfe  memo¬ 
rials  above  alluded  to,  696b  12s. 
qd. ;  forming  together,  as  flowing 
from  and  incidental  to  the  debt  they 
have  contracted,  the  annual  fum  of 
8,106,792b  9s.  id. 

We  have  omitted  to  add  to  this 
account,  as  unneceffary,  we  hope, 
for  the  future,  the  expence  in¬ 
curred  in  the  year  of  a  loan  by  an¬ 
nuities  and  a  lottery,  and  allowed 
to  the  bank  for  receiving,  paying, 
and  accounting  for  the  contribu¬ 
tions  :  this  article,  in  the  year 
1781,  as  f  ated  in  the  bank  memo¬ 
rial,  amounted  to  10,669b  10s. ; 
and,  in  the  year  1782,  as  fated  in 
account  tranfmitted  to  11s  from  the 
auditors  of  the  impref,  to  12,702b 
3  is.  3d.  ')• 

This  is  the  fate  of  the  funded 
debt  ;  that  is,  certain  funds  have 
been  created,  and  appropriated  by 
the  legiflature,  as  a  provifion  for 
the  payment  of  all  the  annuities 
therein  enumerated  :  but  this  is  not 
tfie  whole  (debt ;  a  heavy  lif  of  ar- 
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rears  remains  behind ;  debts  for 
which  no  provifion  has  as  yet  been 
made  by  government. 

We  required,  from  the  lords 
commiffioners  of  his  majefy:s  trea- 
fury,  an  account  of  the  unfunded 
debt,  as  it  food  upon  the  ift  of 
OCtober  laf ;  difingu idling  thofe 
debts,  that  carry  interef,  from 
thofe  which  carry  no  interef,  with 
the  interef  due  on  each  fpecies, 
computed  to  the  if  of  October  laf. 
Four  accounts  were  tranfroitted  to 
us,  purluant  to  this  requisition  ; 
the  frit  contains  the  debt  due  at 
the  navy  and  victualling  offices  ;  the 
fecond,  at  the  office  of  ordnance  ; 
the  third,  at  the  exchequer ;  the 
fourth,  for  the  extraordinaries  of 
the  army. 

As  fome  of  the  bills  in  the  na¬ 
vy  account,  and  a  fum  in  the  ex¬ 
chequer  account,  have  been  paid 
face  the  ift  of  October  laf,  we 
have  coileCted  the  fublifing  ar¬ 
ticles,  and  difpofed  them  in  fuch 
order  as  to  few,  at  one  view,  the 
prefent  fate  of  this  unfunded  debt ; 
and  from  thence  it  appears,  that 
the  principal  of  this  debt  amounts 
to  18,856,541b  ns.  4^d.  of  which 
the  fum  of  15,694,112b  is.  iid, 
carries  interef ;  and  the  interef 
due  upon  it  the  if  of  OCtober  laf, 
was  5 1 7, 579b  4s.  3d. :  the  amount, 
of  the  annual  interef  is  61  2,742b 
omitting  fractions.  The  remain¬ 
der  of  this  principal,  being 
3,162,429b  9s.  5^d.  carries  no  in¬ 
teref.  The  principal  of  this  debt, 
being  added  to  211,363,254b  15s. 
4|d.  the  capital  of  the  funded  debt, 
makes  the  prefent  capital  debt  of 
this  nation  230,219,796b  6s.  9^d. 
and  the  annual  interef  of  this  debt, 
being  added  to  7,951,930b  is.  the 
fum  of  annuities  fated  in  the  ac¬ 
count  of  the  funded  debt,  increafes 
the  fum  to  be  paid  every  year,  for 
annuities  and  interef  to  8,564,672b 
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js  ;  to  which  being  added  the  fum 
of  154,862!.  8s.  id.  claimed  for 
charges  of  management,  and  fees, 
the  total  fum  paid  every  year  by 
this  nation,  in  confequence  of  its 
debt,  will  be  8,719,534!.  9s.  id.: 
and  fhould  thefe  arrears  of  the  na¬ 
vy  and  ordnance,  making  together 
12,742,4151.0s.  id.  be  converted 
into  annuities  of  3I.  per  cent,  ta¬ 
ken  at  the  rate  of  60  per  cent, 
which  is  more  than  the  preient 
price,  above  8, 000, oar  1.  more  will 
be  added  to  the  capital,  and  increafe 
it  to  upwards  of  238,000,0001,  in¬ 
cluding  more  than  6,ooo,©ool.  in 
exchequer  bills  and  extraordinaries 
of  the  army  ;  and  above  ico,oool. 
a  year  will  be  added  to  the  annui¬ 
ty,  and  above  13,0001.  a  year  to  the 
expences  attending  it  ;  which  will, 
together,  make  the  annual  fum  to 
be  paid  by  this  nation  upwards  of 
8,882,534!.  ^ 

It  is  expedient  that  the  true  date 
of  the  national  debt  fhould  be  dil- 
cloled  to  the  public  ;  every  fubjedt 
ought  to  know  it,  for  every  tubjedt 
is  interefted  in  it.  This  debt  is 
fwelled  to  a  magnitude  that  re- 
quires  the  united  efforts  ot  the 
ableft  heads  and  pureft  hearts,  to 
fuggeff  the  proper  and  effectual 
means  of  reduction.  The  nation 
calls  for  the  aid  of  all  its  members 
to  co-operate  with  government,  and 
to  combine  in  carrying  into  execu¬ 
tion  fueh  meafures  as  (ball  be  a- 
dopted,  for  the  attainment  of  fo  in- 
difpenffble  an  end  :  this  aid  the 
fubjedt  is  bound  to  give  to  the  date, 
by  every  other  obligation,  as  well 
as  by  the  duty  he  owes  to  his 
country ;  and,  with  fuch  general 
aid,  the  difficulties,  great  as  they 
appear,  will,  we  trull,  be  found 
not  infurmountable. 

A  plan  mud:  be  formed  for  the 
reduction  of  this  debt,  and  that 
without  delay ;  now,  in  the  fa- 
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vou table  moments  of  peace.  The 
evil  does  not  admit  of  procradina- 
tion,  palliatives,  or  expedients  :  it 
p relies  on,  and  mud:  be  met  with 
force  and  firmnefs.  The  right  of 
the  public  creditor  to  his  debt, 
mud:  be  preferved  inviolate  :  his  fe- 
curity  reds  upon  the  folid  found¬ 
ation,  never  to  be  fhaken,  of  par¬ 
liamentary  national  faith. 

The  obvious  means  of  redudtion 
is  the  creation  of  a  fund  to  be  ap¬ 
propriated,  and  invariably  applied, 
under  proper  direction,  in  the  gra¬ 
dual  diminution  of  the  debt :  this 
fund  mud  be  the  furplus  of  the  an¬ 
nual  income,  above  the  annual  ex¬ 
pences  of  the  date,  to  be  obtained 
and  increafed  by  the  extenlion  and 
improvement  of  the  fources  of  re¬ 
venue,  and  by  a  frugal  adminiffra- 
tion  of  the  produce.  To  accom- 
plifli  the  firff  of  thefe  does  not,  in 
many  indances,  depend  folely  upon 
the  will  and  power  of  the  date. 
To  open  new  or  enlarge  old  chan¬ 
nels  of  commerce,  to  let  up  new  or 
improve  old  branches  of  manufac¬ 
ture,  often  require  the  concurrence 
of  other  nations,  and  of  other  bo¬ 
dies  of  men  :  but  frugality  in  the 
management  of  the  revenue,  the 
objedt  to  which  the  adt  by  which 
we  are  condituted,  has  pointed  our 
attention,  is  within  the  reach  of 
every  government.  It  needs  no 
concurrence  or  affiftance  from  with¬ 
out  :  it  poddies  in  itfelf  full,  ab- 
folute  and  uncontrouled  powers,  to 
regulate  the  management  of  every 
article  of  its  revenue  :  it  can  quick¬ 
en  the  paffage  of  a  tax  or  duty  into 
the  public  coffers :  it  can  diredt  it 
from  thence,  without  delay,  to  the 
purpofe  for  which  it  is  intended  : 
it  can.  abolifh  ufelefs  offices;  cut 
off  fuperfluous  and  unneceffary  ex¬ 
pences  ;  and  reduce  thofe  that  are 
necefiary  within  certain  and  reafon- 
able  limits ;  it  can  call  its  officers 
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to  account ;  and  reclaim  tne  funis 
of  public  money,  either  detained  in 
their  hands,  or  converted  to  their 
own  ufe  :  it  can  collect  eveiy  abide, 
and  infufe  a  fpirit  of  oeconomy 
through  every  branch  of  the  re¬ 
ceipt  and  expenditure  of  the  reve¬ 
nue.  What  can  be  done,  the  fup- 
port  of  public  credit,  the  preier- 
vation  of  national  honour,  and  the 
J office  due  to  the  public  creditor, 
demand  fhould  be  done.— It  muff 
foe  done,  or  ferious  ccmfequences 
will  enfue. 

Where  the  refources  of  a  coun¬ 
try  are  fo  extenfive,  fo  various,  and 
productive,  a  fpirit  of  frugality, 
imiverfally  diffufed  and  kept  alive, 
cannot  but  be  attended  with  the 
moft  powerful  e heeds.  The  fub- 
jedfs  of  this  kingdom  are  opulent, 
generous,  and  public-ipirited :  let 
the  diftreffes  of  their  country  be 
fairly  laid  before  them;  and  let 
that  intereff  th^y  and  their  poiterfo 
ty  have  in  this  con-flit  ution  be  ap¬ 
pealed  to,  and  they  will  contribute 
chearfuliy  and  liberally  to  her  relief. 

The  fubjedf  muff  place  confi¬ 
dence  in  the  integrity  and  wifdom 
'of  the  government:  hefhould  have 
no  doubt  but  his  contributions  to 
the  public  fervicc  find  their  \vay, 
undirainiftied,  without  deviation  or 
delay,  to  their  proper  objedf :  and 
and  let  him  119  more  feck  for  fliifts 
and  fubtleties  to  evade  the  pay¬ 
ment  of  thoie  duties  and  taxes 
which  the  wifdom  of  the  legiila- 
ture  have  deemed  the  moll  eligible, 
and  which  the  necellities  of  the 
if  ate  fully  justify. 

Let  public  benevolence  take  the 
lead  of  private  interefl.  Example 
may  produce  much  ;  and  muff  be- 
<rin  femewhere.  An  extraordinary 
and  unprecedented  conjuncture  in 
the  finances  of  a  country  may  re¬ 
quire  extraordinary  and  unprece¬ 
dented  efforts.  Every  man  may 


dedicate  a  portion  of  his  income, 
or  fome  fhare  of  his  affluence,  ac¬ 
cording  to  his  faculties,  to  this 
great  nation-.!  objed :  let  the,  pro¬ 
duce  of  fitch  a  general  exertion  be 
wifely  directed,  and  faithfully  ap¬ 
plied  ;  and  this  debt,  enormous  as 
it  is,  will  begin  to  melt  away  :  and 
every  man  who  contributes  to  fo 
great  a  work  will  feel  the  confola- 
tion  refillring  from  the  difeharge  of 
the  mo  if  important  of  his  duties, 
by  having  alii  if  ed  in  relieving  pub¬ 
lic  dilfrefs,  reftoring  public  credit, 
and  averting  a  national  calamity. 


Office  off  Accounts ,  Surry- 
Jireet ,  Dec.  4.  1783. 

T.  Anguish,  (L.  S.) 

A.  PlGGOTT,  (L,  S.) 

Richard  Neave,  (L.S.) 
Samuel  Beachcroft,  (L.  S.) 
Gforge  Drummond,  (L.  $.) 
William  Roe,  (L.  S.) 


The  Txvtftb  Report  off  the  Commiffi > 
oners  appointed  to  examine ,  take% 
and  JlatCi  the  Public  Accounts  off 
the  Kingdom . 

THE  treafurer  of  the  ordnance 
Is  amoug  the  public  accountants 
upon  the  certificate  of  accounts  de¬ 
pending  in  the  office  of  the  audi¬ 
tors  of  the  impreffi  We  required 
from  that  office  the  laff  declared 
account  of  the  treafurer  of  the  ord¬ 
nance,  with  the  materials  from 
which  it  was  made  out.  Two  ac¬ 
counts  were  tranfmitted  to  us  in 
confequence  of  this  requifition  ; 
the  one,  the  final  account  of  John 
Rofs  Mackye,  efq.  treafurer  and 
pay  mailer  of  the  office  of  ordnance, 
from  the  ill  of  January  to  the  1 6th 
of  December  1780  ;  the  other,  the 
account  of  William  Adam,  elq. 
from  the  16th  to  the  31ft  of  De¬ 
cember,  being  the  remaining  part 
of  that  year  :  the  firit  was  declar¬ 
ed  the  7th  of  September  1782  $ 
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the  other,  the  'iith  of  January 
1783. 

The  account  of  a  treafurer  of 
the  ordnance  contains  the  receipts 
and  payments  of  an  entire  year, 
unlefs  there  have  been  more  trea¬ 
furer  s  within  the  year  than  one  ; 
and,  in  that  cafe,  each  treafurer 
makes  up  an  account  for  that  part 
of  the  year  during  which  he  had 
been  in  the  office.  We  confined 
our  examination  to  the  firft  of  thefe 
accounts,  as  being  for  the  iongeft 
period. 

The  materials  which  were  fent 
to  us  with  this  account,  and  had 
been  received  by  the  auditor  from 
the  treafurer,  were  a  ledger— quar¬ 
ter  books— and  debentures :  from 
the  infpedtion  of  which,  together 
with  the  examinations  of  Charles 
Harris,  efq,  one  of  the  deputy  au¬ 
ditors  of  the  impreft,  and  Cuthbert 
Either,  efq.  chief  clerk  in  the  office 
of  the  treafurer  of  the  ordnance, 
we  are  made  acquainted  with  the 
forms  of,  and  fubjedt  matter  con¬ 
tained  in,  thefe  books  and  inftru- 
ments;  and  with  the  manner  in 
which  the  auditor  proceeds  in  ex¬ 
amining  and  auditing  thefe  ac¬ 
counts. 

The  ledger  contains  a  complete 
account  of  all  the  fums  received 
and  paid  by  the  treafurer  during 
the  period  of  the  account.  The 
fums  with  which  he  charges  himfelf 
are  thefe — the  balance  remaining 
due  on  his  laft  account — the  money 
imprefied  to  him  from  the  exche¬ 
quer — the  voluntary  charge- — -and, 
the  impress  vacated. 

The  fum  imprefied  from  the  ex¬ 
chequer  is  verified  by  the  impreft 
certificate.  The  voluntary  charge 
includes  all  the  fums  (except  the 
imprefis  vacated)  that  have  come 
to  his  hands  by  any  other  means 
than  from  the  exchequer  :  the 
gntry  of  this  charge  in  the  ledger 
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is  figned  at  the  end  by  three  or 
more  of  the  principal  officers  ;  and 
upon  the  authority  of  that  iigna- 
ture  the  auditor  admits  it. 

The  imprefis  vacated,  are  fums 
which  the  treafurer  Hands  charged 
with,  in  confequence  of  the  ac¬ 
counts  of  money  iffued  by  way  of 
impreft,  either  by  him  or  his  pre- 
deceffors,  having  been  fettled  du¬ 
ring  the  time  of  the  account. 
When  a  clearing  debenture  is  made 
out,  either  for  the  whole  amount, 
or  for  a  part,  of  a  debt  due  from 
the  ordnance,  the  fums  that  have 
been  advanced  on  account  are  en¬ 
tered  by  the  clerk  of  the  ordnance 
in  the  margin  of  the  debenture  j 
the  treafurer  pays  the  balance  only; 
but  he  takes  credit  for  the  amount 
of  the  debenture,  and  charges  him¬ 
felf  with  the  imprefis.  If  a  part 
only  of  the  fums  imprefied  have 
been  expended,  the  account  is  fet¬ 
tled  by  the  clerk  of  the  ordnance, 
and  the  balance  is  directed  by  the 
board  to  be  paid  to  the  treafurer  ; 
the  imprefis  in  the  one  cafe,  and 
the  balances  in  the  other,  form  the 
account  of  the  impreft  vacated. 
This  account  is  figned  in  like  man¬ 
ner  with  the  voluntary  charge,  and 
admitted  upon  that  authority  ;  but 
the  auditor,  finding  the  perfons, 
who  have  been  thus  cleared,  either 
returned  infuper,  upon  fome  former 
account,  br  inferted  in  the  lift  of 
imprefis  in  the  account  depending, 
writes  them  off',  as  far  as  they  are 
cleared,  oppofite  their  names  in  the 
margin  of  that  account  in  which 
they  are  fo  inferted, — the  difeharge 
contains  all  his  payments  :  the 
vouchers  for  them  are  the  quarter 
books  and  debentures.  The  quar¬ 
ter  books  are  of  two  kinds  ;  the 
one  relates  to  the  civil,  the  other 
to  the  military  branch  of  the  ord¬ 
nance.  The  civil  quarter  book 

contains  the  titles  of  all  the  offices 
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in  the  feveral  departments  of  the 
ordnance,  and  fome  other  offices, 
the  duty  of  which  confifts  both  of 
land  and  fea  fervice  ;  together  with 
the  falaries  or  allowances  allotted 
to  each  office,  and  the  lignature  of 
the  officers  themfelves  fet  oppofite 
their  falaries  or  allowances.  The 
military  quarter  book  contains  the 
complete  corps  of  engineers  :  it 
confifts  of  the  names  of  the  officers, 
their  pay,  and  the  fignattires  of 
the  agents  who  receive  it.  Thefe 
quarter  books  are  entered  in  the 
ledger,  and  that  entry  is  figned  by 
three  or  more  board  officers.  This 
lignature  is  the  authority  to  the 
auditor  for  the  rate  of  the  allow¬ 
ance  ;  and  the  lignature  upon  the 
quarter  book,  of  the  perfon  re¬ 
ceiving,  is  the  evidence  of  the  pay¬ 
ment. 

A  debenture  is  an  inftmiment 
that  deferibes  the  debt  due  from  the 
ordnance:  it  contains  —  the  name 
of  the  creditor — the  fum  due — the 
rate  of  computation — for  what  par¬ 
ticular  fervice — the  time  when  it 
was  performed — and,  whether  pay¬ 
able  out  of  money  applicable  to  the 
land  or  fea  fervice  :  it  is  figned  by 
three  officers  of  the  board,  of  whom 
the  lieutenant-general,  or,  in  his 
abfence,  fome  other  board  officer, 
and  the  clerk  of  the  ordnance,  muff 
be  two.  The  debentures  are  num¬ 
bered,  and  fent  to  the  auditor  in 
bundles,  with  a  lift  to  each  bundle, 
containing  the  number  and  date 
of  each  debenture,  the  name  of  the 
perfon  entitled,  and  the  fum.  The 
debenture,  indorfed  by  the  perfon 
named  in  it,  or  his  affignee,  is  the 
voucher  to  the  auditor  for  the  pay¬ 
ment. 

The  laft  clafs  of  payments  en¬ 
tered  in  the  ledger,  is  that  of  im- 
prefts  paid  ;  which  comprehends 
every  fum  iffued  upon  account  dur¬ 
ing  the  period  of  the  account,  and 
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the  name  of  the  perfon  to  whom  it 
is  iffued.  The  impreffc  bills,  which 
are  the  inftruments  that  authorife 
the  treafurer  to  advance  the  money* 
contain  the  fum  to  be  advanced, 
the  perfon  to  whom,  and  fometimes 
the  fervice  :  thefe  are  never  pro¬ 
duced  to  the  auditor,  but  are  re¬ 
tained  by  the  treafurer  until  the 
imprefts  are  vacated  by  debentures | 
after  which,  their  end  being  an- 
fwered,  they  are  depofited  with  the 
other  ordnance  papers,  in  the  Re¬ 
cord  Room  in  the  White  Tower, 
under  the  clerk  of  the  ordnance. 
This  impreft  account  is  ligned  at 
the  foot  of  it  by  al!  the  board  offi¬ 
cers,  and  is  the  authority  by  which 
the  auditor  allows  the  treafurer  the 
articles  contained  in  it. 

The  auditor  examines  the  com¬ 
putations  and  callings  in  thefe 
books,  lifts,  and  debentures  ;  and, 
having  compared  them  with  their 
correfpondent  entries  in  the  ledger, 
he  from  them  forms  the  official  ac¬ 
count  ;  which  agrees  in  fubliftance 
with  the  account  in  the  ledger,  but 
is  different  in  its  form,  and  in  the 
arrangement  of  the  articles.  In 
the  ledger,  the  payments,  both  upon 
the  quarter  books  and  by  deben¬ 
tures,  are  entered  in  the  fame  or¬ 
der  in  which  they  appear  in  thofe 
books,  and  in  the  debenture  lifts, 
diftinguifhed  only  into  payments 
for  the  land  and  fea  fervice  ;  but 
in  the  official  account  they  are  dif- 
pofed  and  claffed  under  various 
diftindl  heads  of  fervice,  according 
to  fuch  divifions  and  arrangement 
as  it  has  been  cuftomary  for  the  au¬ 
ditor  to  make  ufe  of  in  his  office. 
Another  difference  is,  that  in  the 
ledger  the  treafurer  enters  only  the 
imprefts  paid  by  him  during  the 
time  of  the  account ;  but  the  au¬ 
ditor  in  his  account  charges  the 
treafurer  with  the  total  fum  remain¬ 
ing  infuper  at  the  foot  of  the  pre¬ 
ceding 
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ceding;  account,  and  difcharges  him, 
at  the  foot  of  the  account  depend¬ 
ing  of  fo  much  of  that  fum  as 
remains  uncleared  by  him,  with 
the  addition  of  the  fum  iffued  bv 
him  on  xmpreft  during  the  period  of 
the  account. 

At  the  end  of  the  ledger,  is  an 
ab draft  of  the  whole  account  ; 
which,  after  the  balance  is  agreed 
between  the  treafurer  and  the  au¬ 
ditor,  is  ligned  by  the  treafurer, 
and  atteded  by  him  upon  oath 
before  one  of  the  barons  of  the  ex¬ 
chequer. 

The  total  charge  upon  the  trea¬ 
furer,  in  the  account  before  us,  is 
2,732,389!.  ns.  lofd.  of  which 
1,752,874!.  12s.  7 |d.  is  the  fum 
remaining  infix  per  upon  the  laid  pre¬ 
ceding-  account.  The  total  dif- 

O 

charge  is  2,731,568b  1 8s.  qld.  of 
which  the  fum  remaining  infuper 
(being  the  amount  of  the  impreds 
ilTucd  by  the  fevcral  treafurers  of 
the  ordnance,  from  the  year  1673 
to  the  1 8th  of  December  1780,  and 
not  cleared)  is  2,092,353b  7s.  qfd, 
and  the  balance  of  cafh  remaining 
in  the  hands  of  the  treafurer  is- — 
820b  13s.  6d, 

This  inquiry  into  the  proceed¬ 
ings  of  the  auditor  of  the  impred, 
relative  tp  the  accounts  of  the 
treafurer  of  the  ordnance,  gave  us 
no  inlight  into  the  manner  in  which 
the  bufinefs  of  the  ordnance  is 
conducted  :  to  obtain  this  know¬ 
ledge  we  had  recourfe  to  the  chief 
clerks,  as  the  efficient  officers  in 
the  feveral  branches  of  this  depart¬ 
ment.  We  examined  John  Bod- 
dington,  efq.  fecretary  to  the  board 
of  ordnance  ;  Robert  Mackenzie, 
efq.  fecretary  ;  and  Mr.  Nicholas 
Wittwer,  minuting  clerk  to  the 
lieutenant-general  ;  John  Vigden, 
efq.  fil'd  clerk  in  the  office  of  the 
furveyor-general  ;  William  Nettle- 
Hiip,  efq.  fird  clerk  to  the  clerk  of 


the  ordnance  ;  Mr.  Thomas  Day, 
late  clerk  in  the  office  of  the  lfore- 
keeper ;  and  Mr.  William  Weaver, 
fird  clerk  to  the  clerk  of  the  deli¬ 
veries.  From  thefe  examinations, 
and  from  the  inftrudtions  for  the 
government  of  the  office  of  ord¬ 
nance,  given  by  king  Charles  the 
Second,  in  the  year  1683,  fub- 
mitted  to  our  mfpedlion,  and  which, 
with  very  few  alterations,  are  the 
rules  that  govern  the  office  at  this 
day,  we  have  been  enabled  to  ob¬ 
tain  fome  knowledge  of  the  manner 
in  which  this  extenfixe  branch  of 
the  public  expenditure  is  tranf- 
adled. 

The  office  of  ordnance  is  govern¬ 
ed  by  a  mailer-general,  and  a  board 
under  him,  all  appointed  by  fepa- 
rate  letters  patent. 

The  board  confids  of  five  prin¬ 
cipal  officers — the  lieutenant-gene¬ 
ral  —  the  furveyor  -  general  —  the 
clerk  of  the  ordnance — the  dore- 
keeper-— and,  clerk  of  the  delive¬ 
ries, — any  three  of  whom  form  a 
board.  The  mader-  general  and 
lieutenant-general  are  each,  by  vir¬ 
tue  of  his  office,  in  two  capacities  ; 
the  one  military,  the  other  civil : 
in  their  military  capacity  the 
mafter-general  is  commander  in 
chief,  and  the  lieutenant-general 
fecond  in  command,  over  the  ar¬ 
tillery  and  engineers. 

In  his  civil  capacity  the  mader- 
general  is  intruded  with  the  entire 
management  of,  and  control  over, 
the  whole  ordnance  department  : 
all  warrants  from  the  king,  privy 
council,  or,  in  fea  add  ip,  from  the 
board  of  admiralty,  and  all  letters 
from  fecretaries  of  date,  conveying: 
orders  relative  to  the  ordnance,  are 
directed,  not  to  the  board,  but  to 
the  m after-general  ;  and  the  board 
carry  them  into  execution  under 
his  authority,  and  in  confequence 
of  his  diredtion  :  he  can  do  alone 
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any  aft,  which  can  otherwife,  if 
he  does  not  interpofe,  be  done  by 
the  board :  he  can  order  the  ifTue 
of  money  ;  but  that  order  mutt:  be 
executed  in  the  eftablifhed  mode, 
that  is,  by  debenture  figned  by 
three  board  officers. 

The  board  are  fubordinate  to  the 
matter-general  :  they  aft  under 
him,  purfuant  to  his  ttgnittcations 
or  direftions  :  if  he  does  not  inter- 
pole,  they  are  competent  of  them- 
ielves  to  carry  on  all  the  official 
bufinefs :  they  make  contrafts  and 
agreements  for  the  purchafe  of 
fiores  and  performance  of  fervices, 
and  direft  the  ifTue  of  money  and 
ilores  ;  but  if  the  matter-general 
chufes  to  exert  the  power  intruded 
to  him,  he  can  control  all  their 
actions. 

During  the  abfence  of  the  matter- 
general,  or  the  vacancy  of  the 
office,  the  whole  executive  power 
devolves  upon  the  board  :  all  war¬ 
rants,  letters,  and  orders,  are  di- 
refted  to  the  lieutenant-general 
and  principal  officers  :  they  can 
order,  ttgn,  execute,  tranfaft,  and 
perform  every  fervice  or  matter  in¬ 
cident  to  the  office  of  the  ord¬ 
nance. 

The  lieutenant-general,  in  his 
civil  capacity,  is  the  firft  in  rank 
among  the  members  that  compofe 
the  board  :  his  lignature  is  effiential 
to  a  debenture,  to  warrant  the  pay¬ 
ment  of  it  by  the  treafurer  ;  un lei's 
he  is  abfent  abroad,  in  which  cafe, 
any  other  of  the  principal  officers 
is  empowered  by  the  king’s  inttrue- 
tions  to  ligm  it  in  his  dead  ;  or  un- 
lefs,  as  has  been  ufual,  his  majefty 
appoints  an  attiflant  and  deputy  to 
the  lieutenant-general,  -to  aft  for 
him  in  his  abfence.  The  prefent 
lieutenant-general  has  no  deputy, 
the  laft  appointment  of  this-  kind 
was  that  of  the  Tut  veyor-general, 
by  warrant  dated  the  nth  of  April 
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1750.  It  is  the  duty,  likewife,  of 
this  officer  to  fuperintend  all  the 
officers  and  miniilers  in  the  various 
departments  of  the  ordnance,  and 
to  fee  that  they  perform  the  duties 
of  their  feveral  employments. 

The  other  four  principal  officers 
have  each  of  them,  independent  of 
his  being  a  member  of  the  board, 
a  feparate  and  diftinft  branch  of 
bufinefs  committed  to  his  manage¬ 
ment.  x 

The  furveyor-general,  or  matter- 
furveyor,  as  he  is  ttyled  in  his  pa¬ 
tent,  is  the  f'econd  board  officer  : 
his  peculiar  duty  is,  as  his  title  im¬ 
ports,  to  furvey  all  fbores  received 
or  returned  into  the  ttore-houfes  of 
the  ordnance  :  he  is  interpofed  as  a 
check  upon  the  quality  and  quanti¬ 
ty  of  the  ftores  received  into  th« 
magazines  :  at  the  Tower  he  exe¬ 
cutes  this  duty  by  his  clerks ;  at 
the  out-ports,  and  foreign  garrifons, 
officers  called  clerks  of  the  furvey 
are  appointed  to  this  fervice,  who 
regularly  make  their  returns  into 
his  office.  It  is  his  province  to  ex¬ 
amine  the  account  of  every  expen¬ 
diture  ;  and  therefore  the  price 
book,  which  contains  the  price  al¬ 
lowed  by  the  board  for  every  fpe- 
cies  of  (lores  and  fervice,  is  lodged 
with  him  ;  and  all  bills  for  pay  for 
ttores  delivered,  and  fervices  per¬ 
formed,  with  their  proper  vouch¬ 
ers,  are  tranfmitted  to  him  for  his 
examination  and  allowance  :  he 
compares  the  prices  charged,'  and 
fees  that  they  agree  with  the  terms 
of  the  contraft,  agreement,  war¬ 
rant,  or  order,  on  which  they  are 
grounded  :  he  examines  and  pafies 
the  accounts  of  thofe  officers,  or 
others  to  whom  money  has  been 
iffued  on  account ;  and  after  he  has 
finiihed  his  examination  of  any  de¬ 
mand  or  expenditure,  he  forms  a 
bill,  figns  it,  and  tranfmits  it  to 
the  clerk  of  the  ordnance,  as  the 
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ground  for  a  debenture  for  pay¬ 
ment,'  The  repairs  of  the  build- 
in  e-3  belonging  to  the  ordnance  at 
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the  Tower,  and  the  direction  of 
the  artificers,  workmen,  and  la¬ 
bourers  there  employed,  are  in¬ 
truded  to  his  care. 

The  clerk  of  the  ordnance  pre- 
fides  in  that  office,  in  which  are  re¬ 
corded  and  preferved  all  the  origi¬ 
nal  authorities,  inftruments,  and 
vouchers,  that  warrant,  defcribe, 
and  authenticate  the  proceedings  of 
the  ordnance  :  he  is  the  account¬ 
ant  of  the  ordnance  ;  and  as  fnch, 
keeps  the  accounts  of  ail  the  cafli 
and  (lores  belonging-  to  the  whole 
department :  he  draws  up  the  an¬ 
nual  ellimate  for  parliament,  and 
the  monthly  ellimate  for  the  trea¬ 
sury.  The  treafurer  fends  him  an. 
account  of  the  imprefts  from  the 
exchequer,  as  foon  as  he  receives 
them  :  the  articles  that  compofe  the 
voluntary  charge,  and  the  imprefts 
vacated,  originate  from  accounts 
;  examined  and  fettled  in  his  office; 
ana  the  inftruments  by  which  mo¬ 
ney  is  paid,  or  iffiied,  are  formed 
by  him.  He  makes  out  the  quar¬ 
ter  books  for  the  payment  of  the 
officers,  from  the  appointments, 
whether  they  are  by  com  million, 
patent,  warrant,  lignification,  or 
order;  all  of  which,  with  the  fa- 
laries  annexed  to  them,  are  entered 
in  his  office.  All  debentures  for 
the  payment  of  money,  either  for 
[lores  delivered,  or  fervices  per¬ 
formed,  are  made  out  by  him, 
from  the  bills  tranfmitted  to  him 
from  the  furveyor-general :  he  va¬ 
cates  the  imp  rolls  iffued  to,  or  the 
debts  due  from,  the  perfons  named 
n  the  debentures  or  quarter  books, 
oy  entering  luch  fums  in  the  mar¬ 
gin  :  he  draws  all  imprell  biils  or¬ 
dered  by  the  board  :  he  keeps  the 
mpreft  account  ;  and  is  the  pro¬ 
per  officer  to  call  upon  the  fub  ac- 


( 1 59)' 

countanfs  to  clear  their  accounts : 
he  prepares  the  official  letters  to 
the  treafurer,  di redding  the  pay¬ 
ment  of  ready  money  debentures  : 
he  draws  up,  ftgns,  and  tranfmits 
to  him,  the  lids  of  the  debentures 
in  courfe  ordered  for  payment* 
Having  by  thefe  means  full  know¬ 
ledge,  and  keeping  an  account  of 
the  receipts  and  payments,  he  be¬ 
comes  a  check  upon  the  treafurer* 

It  is  part  of  his  duty  to  attend  at  x 
the  receipt  and  return  of  $.11  ft  ores 
into  the  magazine  of  the  ordnance 
at  the  Tower :  he  keeps  a  journal 
of  thefe  receipts  and  returns  ;  and 
has  acce(s  to  the  journal  kept  by 
the  cletk  of  the  deliveries,  for  the 
ilTues  :  from  hence  he  forms  a  led¬ 
ger,  and  becomes  a  check  upon  the 
ftore-keeper.  He  takes  his  account 
of  the  receipts  and  ilfues  by  the 
(lore-keepers  of  the  out-ports  and 
garrifons,  from  their  accounts  tranf¬ 
mitted  to  the  board,  and  referred 
to  his  examination. 

The  ftore-keeper  (or  principal 
Itore-keeper,  as  he  is  called,  t®  dif- 
tinguifh  him  from  other  ftore-keep¬ 
ers)  has  the  cuftody,  and  keeps  the 
account  of  the  ordnance  and  (lores 
received  into,  and  iftued  out  of,  the 
ft  ovver.  The  ftore-keepers  at  the 
out -ports  and  garrifons  keep  the 
accounts  of  the  like  articles  under 
their  charge ;  but  their  accounts 
are  lubjedt  to  the  examination  both 
of  the  principal  tlore-keeper  and  of 
the  clerk  of  the  ordnance  ;  and  for 
that  purpofe  each  ftore-keeper,  and 
every  other  perfon  who  becomes 
accountable  for  ilore’s  (except  the 
gunners  of  (hips)  tranfmits  an  ac¬ 
count  of  his  receipts  and  i flues, 
with  the  vouchers  and  orders,  to 
the  boat d,  who  refer  them  to  thefe 
two  officers  lor  their  joint  examin¬ 
ation. 

The  clerk  of  the  deliveries  is  the 
officer  who  iuperintends  and  keeps 
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the  account  of  the  iffues  of  the 
ilores  and  ordnance  :  he  prepares, 
purfuant  to  the  direction  of  the 
board,  an  inftrument,  called  “  a 
proportion,”  directed  to  a  flo re¬ 
keeper,  author! ling  him  to  iffue 
certain  ilores,  particularly  fpecified 
to  a  placd  therein  named  :  this  in¬ 
strument,  being,  figned  by  any  three 
board  officers,  he  delivers  to  the 
{lore-keeper  as  his  warrant  for  the 
iffue  :  he  receives  from  him  the  ar¬ 
ticles  fpecified,  and  delivers  them 
to  the  perion  who  is  to  receive  or 
convey  them ;  if  the  articles  be 
arms  or  ammunition,  he  takes  an 
indent,  by  which  the  perfon  re¬ 
ceiving  engages  to  render  an  ac- 
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count  of  them. 

Such  being  the  duty  of  thefe  of¬ 
ficers,  both  colledlively  as  a  board, 
and  in  their  feparate  capacities,  we 
proceeded  to  inquire  by  what  ge¬ 
neral  rules  the  bufinefs  of  the  ord¬ 
nance  is  conduced  in  the  feveral 
departments. 

The  bufinefs  of  the  ordnance 
may  be  confidered  as  comprehend¬ 
ed  under  what  relates  to  the  re¬ 
ceipt,  and  what  relates  to  the  ex¬ 
penditure,  of  the  money  applicable 
to  that  fervice. 

The  money  provided  for  the 
ordnance  fervice  is  received  by  the 
treafurer  from  the  exchequer  1  it  is 
diftinguifhed  under  two  heads  — for 
the  land— and,  for  the  fea  fervice. 
The  money  for  the  land  fervice  is 
contained  in  two  accounts  — the  ef- 
timate  for  the  curreht  year — and 
the  account  of  fervices  performed, 
and  not  provided  for.  The  money 
for  the  fea  fervice  is  5I.  per  cent, 
of  the  fum  granted  by  parliament 
for  the  feamen. 

Every  year  the  clerk  of  the  ord¬ 
nance  draws  up,  and  prefents  to 
the  Houfe  of  Commons,  three  ac¬ 
counts— firff,  an  eftimate  for  the 
current  year — fecondly,  an  account 
of  the  expence  of  fervices  perform¬ 


ed,  and  not  provided  for— and, 
thirdly,  a  ffate  of  the  debt  of  the 
ordnance. — The  efiimate  is  an  ar¬ 
rangement  of  the  ordnance  fervices 
under  general  heads,  and  flates  the 
fum  that  will  probably  be  wanted 
for  each  head  of  fervice  during  the 
year :  it  is  divided  into  the  ordi¬ 
nary,  and,  the  extraordinaries. 
The  ordinary  comprehends  the  per¬ 
manent  efiablifhments,  and  certain 
uiual  fervices ;  the  fums  eftimated 
as  neceffary  to  anfwer  thefe  efta- 
blifhments  and  fervices  are  taken  or 
computed  from  what  has  been  the 
uiual  expence  of  them  in  the  pre¬ 
ceding  years.  The  extraordina¬ 
ries  confi.fi:  of  fums  that  will  proba¬ 
bly  be  wanted  in  certain  garrifons, 
either  in  Great  Britain  or  eliewhere, 
or  for  cafual  fervices ;  thefe  expences 
are  calculated  either  upon  the  efii- 
mates  of  engineers,  relative  to  the 
conilrudlion  of  new  or  the  repairs 
of  old  works,  in  thofe  garrifons  or 
divifions ;  or  from  the  ufual  annu¬ 
al  expences  of  fuch  cafual  fervices. 
r— The  account  of  the  expence  of 
fervices  performed,  and  not  pro¬ 
vided  for,  includes  fervices  that 
were  unforefeen,  and  the  exceffes 
of  expences  beyond  the  provisions 
made  for  them  :  it  has  been  the 
ufage  of  office  to  infert  like  wife,  in 
this  account,  fome  fervices,  which, 
though  forefeen,  were  yet  omitted 
in  the  efiimate ;  but  the  two  lafi 
eftimates  have  been  formed  with  a 
view  of  avoiding  as  much  as  pof- 
lible,  the  neceffity  of  coming  to 
parliament  with  an  account  of  un¬ 
provided  fervices. 

The  fiate  of  the  debt  of  the  ord¬ 
nance-,  contains  fuch  of  the  debts 
incurred  in  all  the  preceding  years 
as  can  be  afeertained,  and  remain 
unpaid  ;  either  no  provifion  having 
been  made  for  them  by  parliament, 
or  the  provifion  made  for  them 
having  been  otherwife  applied.  Af¬ 
ter  the  fums  in  the  efiimate,  and  in 
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the  account  of  fervices  performed, 
and  not  provided  for,  are  voted, 
the  clerk  of  the  ordnance,  at  the  • 
requifition  of  the  lords  commif- 
(ioners  of  the  treafury,  draws  up  a 
monthly  eHimate,  that  is,  a  date 
of  the  fums  that  will  probably  be 
wanted  in  every  month  during  the 
year,  both  for  the  land  and  iea  fer- 
vice,  difliiiguilhing  the  current  fer- 
vices  from  the  payments  in  courfe  : 
the  fum,  thus  divided  into  twelve 
parts,  is  compounded  of  the  fum 
in  the  e  Hi  mate,  the  fum  granted  for 
the  unprovided  fervices,  and  the  fum 
arifing  from  the  five  pounds  per 
cent,  of  the  vote  for  the  feamen. 
This  eHimate  is  tranfmitted  to  the 
treafury,  and  the  board  apply  to 
them  by  memorial  every  month  for 
the  portion  Hated  far  that  month  in 
the  animate ;  it  is  iffued  to  the 
treafurer  of  the  ordnance  at  fuch 
time  as  is  convenient  to  the  trea¬ 
fury. 

The  ordnance  money  is  employ¬ 
ed,  in  general,  either  in  the  pur- 
chafe  of  Hores  and  materials,  or  in 
payments  for  fervices  performed. 
To  come  at  a  knowledge  of  the  ge¬ 
neral  rules  by  which  thefe  pur- 
chafes  are  made,  and  fervices  con¬ 
duced,  it  was  neceffary  to  diredt 
our  inquiry  to  particular  articles 
of  buiinefs  in  the  ordnance  depart¬ 
ment,  and  to  mark  their  progrefs 
through  the  feveral  offices.  The 
fubjedls  we  fele&ed  were — the  hire 
of  fliips- — the  hire  of  horfes,  con¬ 
ductors,  and  drivers  for  the  artille¬ 
ry — contracts  for  bricks  and  tim¬ 
ber — fortifications — gunpowder — 
and  ordnance.  Upon,  thefe  fuhjects 
we  colledied  information  from  the 
officers  of  the  ordnance  above  men¬ 
tioned,  and  likewife  from  the  fol¬ 
lowing  perfons,  conversant  in  thofe 
particular  branches  •  viz.  John  }u- 
.lius  AngerHein  and  John  Thomp- 
ion,  efquires,  contractors  with  the 
board  of  ordnance  for  (hipping ; 
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Thomas  Dickenfon,  efquire,  fuper- 
intendant  of  (hipping-;  William. 
Adam,  efq.  a  contractor  for  bricks 
and  timber ;  colonel  Marhqvv  £>ixon, 
commanding  engineer  at  Plymouth  ; 
major  William  Congreve,  deputy- 
controller  of  the  king’s  laboratory 
at  Woolwich  ;  and  major  Thomas 
Blomefield,  the  infpedtor  of  ar¬ 
tillery*  ,  ,, 

In  mod  of  the  transactions  of  this 
office,  the  diitinguidiing  circumdan- 
ces  to  which  we  particularly  direct  - 
ed  our  attention,  are — the  contract* 
the  execution— and  the  payment. 

Every  contradt  or  agreement  is 

made  by  the  board.  The  terms 
* 

have  ufually  been  fettled,  either  in 
confequence  of  propofals  delivered 
in,  fometimes  purfuant  to  adver¬ 
tisements,  and  fometimes  upon  the 
tender  of  the  contractor  without 
advertifements  ;  or,  in  confequence 
of  appointments,  by  the  mailer- 
general,  of  particular  pcifons  to 
{upply  certain  fpecies  of  Hores  or 
materials,  or  to  perform  certain 
branches  of  fervice  ;  but  by  a  late 
refolution,  the  board  have  deter¬ 
mined  for  the  future  to  advertife 
for  every  kind  of  Hores  or  fervices 
they  (liall  Hand  in  need  of.  The 
prices  agreed  to  by  the  board  are 
entered  in  the  price  -  book,  by 
which  the  furveyor-general  checks 
the  prices  charged  in  the  bills  de¬ 
livered  to  bum  for  his  examination 
and  allowance,  and  regulates  fu¬ 
ture  dbntradls  for  the  fame  or  ii mi- 
la  r  fervices. — The  execution  is 
guarded  by  the  fuperiatehdaii.ee  of 
officers  employed  in  the  fervice: 
it  is  the  duty  of  fome  of  them  td 
take  an  account  of,  and  examine 
the  quantity  and  quality  of  all 
Hores  received  into,  or  delivered 
out  of,  the  magazines  apd  of  all 
materials  fupplied  andufed  for  the 
works  :  it  is  the  duty  of  others  to 
fee  that  the  fervices  under  their  in- 
fpection  are  faithfully  performed  iri 
(L)  every 
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every  article,  according  to  the 
tferms  of  the  agreement.  Upon  the 
certificates  of  thefe  officers  the 
board  rely  for  the  due.  execution  of 
every  undertaking,  and  for  the 
truth  of. every  circumBancq  con¬ 
tained  or  implied  in  the  inftru- 
ments  to  which  thofe  certificates 
are  annexed  ;  and  upon  the  credit 
of  them  they  direct  the  federal 
payments-. 

That  thefe  are  the  rules  by  which 
the  board  of  ordnance  conduit 
themfelves  in  the  execution  of  the 
bufinefs  intruded  to  their  manage¬ 
ment,  we  collect  from  the  examin¬ 
ation  of  the  fubjeCts  above  men¬ 
tioned. 

Before  the  year  1777,  fliips  for 
freight  were  procured  by  the  ord¬ 
nance,  either  in  eonfequence  of  ad- 
vertifements,  or  by  the  interven¬ 
tion  of  brokers :  but  in  that  year 
an  officer  was  appointed,  called  the 
fuperintendant  of  '{hipping*  whole 
bufinefs  it  is,  either  to  look  out  for 
fuch  Blips  as  the  fervice  may  Band 
in  need  of,  or,  where  Blips  are 
tendered  in  purfuance  of  advertife- 
ments,  to  examine  the  condition  of 
them,  and  the  propofals  delivered 
in  'by  the  contractors,  and  report 
his  opinion  thereupon  to  the  board  : 
it  is  his  duty  likewife  to  affiB  at  the 
valuation  of  the  Blip,  ngging  and 
Bores,  Government  is  bound  by 
the  charter-party,  where  a  Blip  is 
taken  or  destroyed  by  the  enemy, 
to  pay  to  the  owner  the  value  of 
the  Blip,  rigging,  and  Bores  ;  this 
makes  it  neceffary  to  fet  a  value 
iipon  them  previous  to  her  failing. 
Certain  officers,  of  wham  the  fu¬ 
perintendant  is  one,  are  appointed 
by  the  board  to  take  an  inventory  of 
all  her  rigging  and  Bores,  and  to 
make  a  valuation  of  them,  and  of 
the  Blip:  this  valuation  is  figned 
by  all  the  officers,  and  lodged  with 
the  clerk  of  the  ordnance.  It  is 
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not  cuBomary  to  give  notice  to  the 
owner  of  the  time  when  this  valu¬ 
ation  is  to  be  made  ;  he  may  have 
recourfe  to  it  in  the  office  where  it 
is  kept :  if  he  figns  it,  he  confiders 
himfelf  as  bound  by  it,  otherwife 
not.  If  the  Blip  be  taken  or  de¬ 
Broyed  by  the  enemy,  the  fum  in- 
ferted  in  the  valuation  is  paid  to 
the  owner,  deducting  8s.  per  ton, 
per  annum,  for  the  wear  and  tear. 

The  number  of  Blips  employed 
in  the  fervice  of  the  ordnance,  from 
the  iB  of  January  1776  to  the  end 
of  the  year  1783,  has  been  110; 
and  th^  number  of  tons,  39*934; 
of  which  the  annual  expence,  at 
13s.  per  ton  per  month,  the  price 
fettled  by  the  board,  has  been,  upon 
an  average,  311,4851.  4s.  a  year  ; 
that  is,  for  (even  years,  excluBve 
or  Ioffes  and  wages  of"  extra  Tea¬ 
men,  2,180,396!.  8s, 

IBie  hire  of  horfes,  conductors, 
and  drivers,  for  the  fervice  of  the 
ordnance,  during  the  late  war,  has 
been  by  contract.  The  obligation 
upon  the  contractor  is,  to  provide 
and  fupply,  from  time  to  time,  as 
many  of  each  as  fliall  be  required 
by  the  board.  The  commander  in 
chief  regulates  the  number  and  the 
time  when  they  will  be  wanted. 
From  the  account  of  the  number 
of  horfes,  conductors,  and  drivers, 
employed  in  the  fervice  of  the  ar¬ 
tillery  in  England,  from  January 
1778  to  December  1783,  returned 
to  our  requiiidon  by  the  clerk  of 
the  ordnance,  it  appears  that  the 
eftablifliment  for  the  train  Jn  Eng¬ 
land,  from  its  commencement  in 
May  1778  to  the  end.  of  October 
1782,  confiBed  of  1637  horfes,  32 
conductors,  and  581  drivers.  By 
a  contraCt  with  Mr.  Fitzherbert,  of 
the  year  1775,  the  full  pay  of  the 
horfes  was  is.  qd.  and  of  the  con¬ 
ductors,  3s.  a  day  ;  and  of  the 
drivers*  8s.  a  week  each.  They 
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Were  kept  continually  in  the  fer¬ 
vice,  either  upon  full  or  half-pay, 
and  were  railed  to  full,  or  reduced' 
to  half-pay,  in  confequenee  of  or¬ 
ders  from  the  board  to  the  contrac¬ 
tor  :  he  was  fupplied  with  forage 
for  his  horfes  from  the  king’s  ma¬ 
gazines,  at  6d,  the  ration  ;  and  for 
every  horfe  killed  or  taken  by  the 
enemy,  he  was  to  be  paid  10I.  By 
a  contract  with  Mr,  Samuel  Tewkef- 
bury,  in  the  year  1782,  the.  full 
pay  for  a  horfe  was  reduced  to  is. 
o|d.  a  day  ;  and  the  contractor  was 
to  pay  for  a  ration  the  price  paid 
by  government,  which  was  iofd.  ; 
and  he  was  bound  to  find  jackets, 
caps,  and  feveral  other  articles,  for 
the  horfes  and  drivers,  which  were 
in  the  former  contract  found  by  go¬ 
vernment.  The  total  expence  to 
the  public  for  this  fervice,  from  the 
year  5778  to  the  year  1783,  ap¬ 
pears,  by  an  account  from  the  ord¬ 
nance,  to  have  been  233,385!.  18s, 
4d, 

The  check  upon  the  perform¬ 
ance  of  this  fervice  is  intruded  to 
the  commiiTary  of  horfe.  The 
contractor  paffes,  in  the  office  of 
the  furveyor-generai,  a  monthly 
account,  containing  the  number  of 
horfes,  conductors,  and  drivers, 
upon  full  and  half-pay  during  that 
month,  with  the  fums  due  to  him 
for  the  hire  :  this  account  is  certi¬ 
fied  by  the  commifiary  of  horfe ; 
and  the  furveyor-genera!  relies  upon 
that  certificate  for  the  truth  of  the 
account. 

Bricks  were  provided  for  the 
works  at  Chatham,  in  confequenee 
of  an  advertilement,  at  one  guinea 
per  thoufand  for  the  bricks,  and  3s. 
for  the  carriage. 

Timber  has  been  fupplied,  and 
carpenters  work  done,  for  the  fer¬ 
vice  of  the  ordnance,  either  by 
contradf  purfuant  to  advertifements, 
or  under  the  fignification  of  the 
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mafter-general.  The  performance 
of  the  contract  for  bricks  was  fu- 
perintended  and  checked  by  the 
principal  engineer,  and  other  offi* 
cers  belonging  to  that  corps  ;  and 
in  every  diflriCt  where  timber  was 
delivered,  or  carpenter’s  work  done, 
an  officer  was  appointed  by  the 
board  to  examine  into  the  goodnefs 
of  the  materials,  and  the  execution 
of  the  work  ;  and  upon  the  certifi¬ 
cate  of  thefe  officers  the  demands 
of  the  contractors  are  allowed. 

A  fortification  is  ereCted  by  the 
commanding  engineer;,  purfuant  to 
an  order  from  the  mailer- general, 
for  carrying  a  projeCt  into  execu¬ 
tion  according  to  an  approved  plan 
and  eftimate  :  the  commanding  en¬ 
gineer  forms  the  eftimate  for  the 
different  fpecies  of  work  by  the 
elfabliflxed  prices  in  the  office.  Since 
October  lait,  propofals  have  been 
delivered  to  the  board,  in  confe- 
quence  of  advertifements,  for  fup- 
plying  timber  and  materials,  and 
executing  different  fpecies  of  work 
in  the  building  branch,  at  a  lower 
rate  than  the  old  eftablilhed  prices 
in  the  office  :  the  propofals  for  the 
carpenters  and  bricklayers  work  at 
Plymouth,  being  at  reduced  prices, 
have  been  agreed  to  by  the  board  “ 
the  propofals  for  carpenters  work 
at  the  Tower,  and  in  the  Medway 
and  Cinque  Port  divilions,  are 
agreed  to,  but  with  a  deduction  of 
two  and  one  quarter  per  cent,  from 
the  propofed  prices  in  the  Tower 
divifion  :  thofe  for  the  Portfmouth 
divilion  are  not  yet  fettled. 

Thefe  works  are  executed  part 
by  contract,  part  by  day-labour; 
but  no  part  is  executed,  and  no 
materials  provided,  without  the  ex- 
prefs  direction,  in  writing,  of  the 
matter-general,  or  the  board.  The 
commanding  engineer  makes  the 
contracts  for  the  different  work, 
upon  fuch  terms  as  have  been  ap- 
(L  2)  proved 
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proved  of  by  the  board  :  the  la¬ 
bourers  he  procures  himfelf,  and 
fettles  their  wages,  either  according 
to  the  ufual  price  of  labour  in 
that  country,  or  at  fuch  a  rate  as 
he  can  agree  for  ;  if  foldiers  are 
employed,  the  commander  in  chief 
regulates  their  pay  :  the  fubaltern 
engineers  and  overfeers  fuperintend 
the  execution.  That  part  perform¬ 
ed  by  contract  is  paid  for  by  mea- 
fure  :  the  engineer  or  overleer  ap¬ 
pointed  to  fuperintend  it,  makes  his 
report  every  week  to  the  command¬ 
ing  engineer,  of  the  progrefs  ot'  the 
work  ;  and  every  three  months,  or 
oftener,  the  engineer  and  overfeer, 
in  conjunction  with  a  perfon  on  the 
part  of  the  contractor,  meafure  the 
work,  and  fgn  the  meafurement ; 
from  whence  is  formed  the  bill, 
which  contains  the  fpecies  and 
quantity  of  the  work,  and  the  fums 
due  to  the  feveral  artificers  :  this 
bill,  being  figned  by  the  command¬ 
ing  engineer,  and  certified  by  the 
fubaltern  engineers  and  overfeers, 
is  tranlmitted  to  the  furveyor-ge- 
neral,  as  the  ground  for  the  pay¬ 
ment  to  the  contractor. 

Labour  is  paid  by  the  day,  and 
the  fame  officers  make  a  report 
every  day  to  the  commanding  en¬ 
gineer  of  the  progrefs  of  the  work, 
fpecifying  the  materials  expended, 
and  the  perfons  employed  ;  and 
from  hence  are  formed  the  monthly 
pay  jyts  ;  which  being  certified  by 
two  Or  more  engineers  or  overfeers, 
arc  a  ground  for  the  order  of  the 
commanding  engineer  to  the  llore- 
keeper  -for  payment. 

From  ad  account  of  the  fums 
that  have  been  expended  in  the 
fortifications  at  Chatham,  Portfy 
mouth,  and  Plymouth,  from  the 
beginning  of  the  year  177:0  to  the 
end  of  the  year  1783,  it  appears, 
that  the  expence  to  the  public,  for 
lire  works  at  Chatham,  has  been 


144,009b  13s.  for  thofe  at  Portf- 
mouth,  297,903b  8s.  and  for  thole 
at  Plymouth,  128,178b  14s*  6d. 
together,  570,091b  17s.  6d. • and 
from  an  extraCt  of  an  e Climate  of 
the  whole  expence  which  will  pro- 
bably  be  incurred  in  completing 
the  works  therein  mentioned,  pre- 
fented  to  the  houfe  of  commons, 
and  tranlmitted  to  us  by  the  fur- 
veyor-general,  it  appears,  that  the 
fum  required  this  year  for  repairs, 
in  the  three  divifions  ot  Portf- 
mouth,  Plymouth  and  Chatham, 
amounts  to  68,co8b  and  that  the 
expence  to  the  public  in  complet¬ 
ing  certain  of  the  works  at  Portf- 
mouth,  will  amount  to  above 
183,000b  and,  to  render  both  Portf- 
mouth  and  Plymouth  complete, 
will  require  4  or  300,000b 

Gunpowder  is  manufactured  by 
feveral  perfons,  under  contracts 
with  the  board  of  ordnance  ;  the 
manufactory  of  Feverfham,  which 
belongs  to  government,  not  being 
able  to  furnifh  them  with  near  the 
quantity  they  want.  The  board 
fupply  the  contractor  with  faltpetre£ 
The  India  company  engage  by  their 
charter  to  provide  for  government 
300  tons  every  year,  it  demanded, 
at  53b  per  ton  in  time  of  war,  and 
43b  per  ton  in  time  of  peace  :  the 
contractor  engages,  at  the  price  of 
jl.  7s.  6d.  per  barrel  for  work- 
manfhip,  to  work  8olb.  of  double- 
refined  faltperre  into  a  barrel  of 
gunpowder  of  ioolb.  neat  weight, 
to  hold  and  undergo  the  ufual  proof 
and  furvey.  Before  any  gunpow¬ 
der  ufed  by  government  is  received 
into  the  magazines,  it  undergoes^ 
by  order  of  the  board,  a  proof  at 
Purfleet.  The  only  eftablilhed 
mode  of  proof  was,  by  railing  a 
given  weight  in  a  frame,  called  a 
vertical  eprouvette,  by  a  given 
quantity  of  powder;  but  by  a  courfe 
of  experiments  lately  made,  by  or- 
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clerof  the  then  matter-general,  with 
mortars,  this  mode  has  been  found 
not  to  be  a  certain  proof  of  the 
ifrength  and  goodnefs  of  the  pow¬ 
der  ;  for  a  powder,  that  with  2 
drachms  would  raife  the  vertical 
eprouvette  4  inches  and  -y5^,  would, 
with  3II),  range  a  Iheli  from  a  13 
inch  mortar  1103  yards  only; 
when  another  powder,  that  with 
the  fame  quantities  would  raife  the 
eprouvette  only  1  inch  and 
would  range  the  fhell,  1112  yards  : 
the  report  upon  thefe  experiments 
is  now  under  the  conlideration  of 
the  board  of  ordnance.  The  offi¬ 
cers  employed  in  making,  and  fuper- 
intending  this  proof  are,  the  con¬ 
troller  of  the  kings  laboratory  at 
Woolwich  (or,  in  his  abfence,  the 
deputy)  the  chief  fire-matter,  the 
a  ili  it  ant  fire-matter,  the  ttoi  e-keeper, 
the  clerk  of  the  furvey,  and  the 
clerk  of  the  check  at  Purfleet. 
After  every  proof,  a  report  of  the 
quantity  and  date  of  the  powder 
proved,  iigned  by  the  controller, 
the  two  fire-matters,  and  the  ttore- 
keeper,  is  made  to  the  matter- 
general  and  the  board  ;  who,  in 
confequence  of  that  report,  direcffi 
what  powder  fhall  be  received  as  fer- 
viceable  into  the  king’s  magazines. 

The  ordnance  are  either  of  brafs 
or  iron.  All  the  brais  ordnance 
are  catt  in  the  royal  foundry  at 
Woolwich.  The  iron  are  catt  by 
contract,  at  foundries  in  different 
parts  of  the  kingdom,  and  are  de¬ 
livered  to  the  ttore -keeper  at  W ool- 
wieh  :  the  contractor  is  bound  to 
Catt:  them,'  agreeably  to  moulds 
lent  to  him  by  the  board,  at  1 8 1 .  a 
ton,  fubjeCt  to  fuch  furvey  and 
proof  as  the  board  fhall  direCt  ; 
and  if  a  concealed  defedt  in  any  one 
p-un  is  difcovered,  all  the  pm  ns  be- 
longing  to  that  contractor,  laid 
down  for  a  proof  at  that  time,  are 
rejected.'  Superintending  the  proof 


(163) 

was  formerly  intrufted  to  officers  in 
the  civil  department  of  the  ord¬ 
nance  ;  the  furveyor-generai,  with 
other  civil  officers,  were  prelent  at 
the  firtt  day’s  proof ;  the  board  at¬ 
tended  the  fecond  day  :  but  by  his 
majetty’s  warrant,  dated  the  24th 
of  January  1783,  this  duty  is  tranf- 
ferred  to  the  officers  of  the  ar¬ 
tillery  ;  it  is  now  executed  by  the 
infpeCtor  of  artilley,  with  the  affitt> 
ant-in  fpedtor,  and  proof- matter. 

Every  gun  undergoes  firtt:  an 
examination,  and  then  a  proof. 
The  examination  is  performed  with 
inftruments  calculated  to  difeover 
errors  in  the  form  and,  pofition  of 
the  bore,  and  to  afeertain  whether 
the  conttrudfion  is  agreeable,  in 
every  refpeef,  to  the  mould  lent  as 
a  pattern  to  the  gun -founder.  The 
proof  is,  firtt,  two  days  with  gun¬ 
powder,  and  a  fearch  after  each 
firing ;  then  by  forcing  water  into 
the  bore  ;  and  laftly,  by  an  in- 
fpeCtion  of  the  inward  furface, 
effected  by  throwing  into  it  a  quan¬ 
tity  of  light,  by  means  of  a  mirror, 
which  frequently  difeovers  conceal¬ 
ed  defed/ts,  that  elcape  every  other 
examination  and  proof.  If  the 
gun  ttands  thefe  examinations  and 
proofs,  to  a  degree  fufficient  in  the 
judgment  of  the  infpedtor,  it  is 
received  into  his  majetty’s  ftores, 
upon  a  report  to  the  board,  figned 
by  the  infpedfor  of  artillery,  the 
a tti ttan t -inlpeCf or,  and  the  proof- 
matter. 

From  the  information  we  have 
thus  collected,  relative  to  the  con¬ 
tract  and  execution,  it  appears  that 
the  fecurity  to  the  public,  .for  the 
faithful  performance  of  the  impor¬ 
tant  fervice  of  the  ordnance,  reits 
upon  the  knowledge,  attention,  and 
integrity  with  which  the  c . nt  raffs 
are  made,  and  the  ability,  dili¬ 
gence,  and  fidelity  which  fuper- 
intend  and  guard  the  execution. 

(L3)  The 
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The  payments  are  made  .either 
by  the  treafurer,  or  by  certain  offi¬ 
cers  intruded  with  money  to  clii- 
charge  particular  fervices'.  There 
are  two  modes  of  payment  by  the 
treafurer,  the  one  upon  quarter- 
books,  the  other  by  debenture. 
The  quarter-books  are  made  out 
by  the  clerk  of  the  ordnance,  from 
the  eftablifhments  and  inftruments 
of  appointment  depoftted  in  his  of¬ 
fice  ;  and  contain  the  names  of  the 
officers,  and  the  falaries,  allow¬ 
ances,  or  wages,  annexed  to  the 
offices,  or  expreffied  in  the  appoint¬ 
ments  :  thefe  quarter-books,  hav¬ 
ing  been  ligned  by  three  board- 
officers,  are  tranfmitted 'every  quar¬ 
ter  to  the  treafurer  for  payment.— 
The  debentures  are  formed  by  the 
fame  officer,  from  bills  fent  to  him 
by  the  furveyor-general.  Every 
demand  upon  the  ordnance  is  exa¬ 
mined  and  compared  with  the  vou¬ 
chers  in  the  office  of  the  furveyor- 
general,  and  mud  receive  his  allow¬ 
ance,  he  then  reduces  it  into  the 
form  of  a  bill,  and  fends  it  to  the 
clerk  of  the  ordnance,  who  from 
thence  makes  out  the  debenture, 
procures  to  it  the  £ gnature  of  the 
board-officers,  and  delivers  it  to 
the  perfon  entitled  ;  and  when  or¬ 
dered  by  the  board  for  payment, 
it  is  difeharged  by  the  treafurer. 

The  debentures  are  of  two  kinds 
—  ready  money  — and  in  courfe. 
This  diftindtion  is  grounded  upon 
the  time  when  the  holder  becomes 
entitled  to  receive  his  money  ;  that 
time  is  either  expreffied  or  implied 
in  the  contract.  The  ready  money 
debenture  is  to  be  paid  as  foon  as 
it  can  be  made  out,  or  as  foon  after 
as  the  board  have  money  to  pay  it. 
For  the  debentures  in  courfe  there 
is  no  limited  time  of  payment  : 
when  the  board  are  lupplied  with 
money  for  this  fervice,  thefe  de¬ 
bentures  are  claffed  according  to 
the  months  in  which  they  bear  date, 
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that  is  in  which  the  fervices  arc 
performed  ;  and  as  many  of  thofe 
daffies  taking  them  in  courfe,  next 
the  month  laid  paid,  are  ordered  for 
payment,  as  the  fate  of  the  cafh 
will  allow.  Upon  every  contradf 
it  is  Unde'tftood  that  the  payment 
of  the  demands  grounded  upon  it 
frail  be  in  courfe,  unlefs  it  is  ex- 
prefsly  ft ipulated  that  they  frail  be 
made  with  ready  money.  As  the 
debentures  are  diftinguiftied,  fo  are 
the  orders  for  payment  the  ready  mo¬ 
ney  debentures  are  directed  to  be 
paid  by  letters  of  payment  ;  the  de¬ 
bentures  in  courfe,  by  lifts.  The 
clerk  of  the  ordnance  lays  before 
every  board  a  ftate  of  the  cafh,  with 
an  account  which  of  the  ready  mo¬ 
ney  debentures  require  payment, 
and  what  fums  ftiould  be  advanced 
on  account ;  and  if  the  cafh  be 
fufficient,  he  likewife  produces  to 
them  an  account  of  the  amount  of 
the  debentures  made  out  in  courfe, 
for  as  many  months  next  fucceed- 
ing  the  month  laft  paid,  as  the 
cafh  will  difeharge.  The  board  hav¬ 
ing  ordered  for  payment  fuch  of 
the  ready  money  debentures  as  they 
judge  expedient ;  the  clerk  of  the 
ordnance  prepares  and  fends  to  the 
board  the  official  letters :  each  af 
them  contains  the  date  of  the  de¬ 
benture  it  orders  him  to  difeharge, 
the  fum,  and  the  perfon  to  whom 
payable :  and  muff  be  figned  by 
the  clerk  of  the  ordnance,  and  two 
more  of  the  board-officers.  The 
board  having  likewife  determined 
the  numbers  of  months  they  intend 
to  pay  of  the  debentures  in  courfe, 
always  taking  the  months  in  regu¬ 
lar  fucceffion,  the  clerk  of  the  ord¬ 
nance  makes  out  a  lift  of  thofe  de¬ 
bentures  :  this  lift  muff  "be  ligned 
by  three  board-officers,  and  is  re¬ 
tained  in  the  office.  A  copy  of  it, 
figned  by  him  alone,  is  fent  to  the 
treafurer.  '  Public  notice  is  givfen 
when  money  is  odered  for  the  pay¬ 
ment 
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nient  of  debentures  in  cpurfe  ;  and 
a  lift  of  all  the  debentures  of  both 
kinds,  that  are  in  courfe  of  pay¬ 
ments,  is  hung  up  in  the  hall  of 
the  office  of  ordnance.  The  other 
officers  intruded  with  the  payment 
of  money  are — the  meffenger  to  the 
board— the  pay  mailer  to  the  ar¬ 
tillery— -the  commiffiary  and  the 
paymafter  to  the  train  of  artillery 
ferving  abroad  — and,  the  ftore- 
keeper  at  an  out-port  or  garrifon. 

Mr.  John  Daniel  Lauzun,  the 
meilenger  to  the  board,  gave  us 
an  account  of  the  payments  made 
by  him.  This  officer  is  employed 
to  pay  the  wages  of  the  furbiftfers, 
'artificers,  and  labourers  at  the 
Tower,  the  land  and  window  tax 
for  the  Tower,  the  ftoppages  of 
artificers  belonging  to  the  train  of 
artillery  ferving  abroad,  and  fome 
other  fmall  expences  of  courfe,  to¬ 
gether  with  whatever  other  articles 
he  receives  the  particular  orders  of 
the  boatd  to  difcharge.  Upon  appli¬ 
cation  to  them,  and  laying  before 
them  the  date  of  his  cafh,  they  direct 
money  to  be  imp  reded  to  him  for  thefe 
purpofes.  The  bills  for  the  furbiffi- 
ers,  artificers,  and  labours,  are  paid 
every  month ;  and  each  bill  has  the 
iignature  of  fome  particular  offi¬ 
cers,  on.  whom  the  board  rely  for 
the  truth  of  the  articles  contained 
in  it.  Every  fix  months,  the  ac¬ 
counts  of  the  meffenger  are  paffed 
by  the  fur.ve.yor-general,  and  his 
imprefts  vacated. 

Richard  Bethel  Cox,  efq.  who 
has  been  employed  in  the  office  of 
the  late  paymafter  of  the  artillery, 
gave  us  information  relative  to  the 
bufinefs  tranfadted  in  that  depart¬ 
ment.  The  paymafter  of  the  ar¬ 
tillery  pays  the  monthly  fubftilence 
of  the  corps  of  artillery  at  home, 
and  in  the  Mediterranean,  and  de¬ 
frays  the  contingent  expences  of 
that  corps,  purfuant  to  the  orders 


of  the  board  of  ordnance,  who  if- 
fues  fums  to  him  from  time  to  time, 
on  account,  for  thefe  purpofes.  The 
fubftfterfcce  and  contingencies  of  the 
artillery  ferving  in  America*  and 
the  Weft  Indies,  are  paid  by  pay- 
mafters  reftdent  there,  and  appoint® 
ed  by  the  board  to  that  ferVice^ 
thofe  in  Canada  obtain  the  fums 
they  want  by  drawing  upon  the 
paymafter  at  home  ;  the  reft  either 
draw  upon  the  board  of  ordnance, 
or  receive  their  money  by  remit¬ 
tances  from  contractors  :  but  all 
thefe  fums,  by  whatever  means  they 
obtain  them,  are  charged  to  the 
account  of  the  paymafter  at  home  ; 
for  he  is  paymafter  of  the  whole 
corps  of  artillery ;  and,  therefore, 
he  examines  and  paffes  the  accounts 
of  thofe  pay  mailers  abroad,  as  far 
as  relates  to  the  fubftilence  and 
contingencies,  and  paffes  himfelf 
the  accounts  of  the  whole  corps  in 
the  office  of  the  furveyor-general— 
This  office  having  been  executed 
by  two  perfons,  we  required  from 
them  an  account  of  the  public  mo¬ 
ney  remaining  in  their  hands,  cuff 
tody  or  power,  as  paymafters  to 
the  royal  artillery.  The  account 
returned  to  us  is  dated  the  31ft  of 
March  1784,  and  Hates  to  be  due 
to  them  from  the  board,  a  balance 
of  1^,056!.  ics.  i  ifd.  :  this  ba¬ 
lance  confills  of  an  iffued  fubftil¬ 
ence  advanced  by  them,  and  fums 
due  to  them  for  agency  and  fala- 
ries.  The  fubftilence  ilfued:  by  the 
board  to  the  paymafter  is  computed 
upon  the  eftablifhment  at  home,  and 
in  the  Mediterranean ;  but  there 
are  others  of  the  corps  for  whom 
he  is  obliged  to  iffue fubftilence ; 
fuch  as  foldiers  doing  duty  at  home, 
but  belonging  to  the  companies  a- 
broad,  and  fupernumeraries  muff 
tered  with  the  companies  at  home, 
but  deftgned  to  recruit  the  compa¬ 
nies  abroad ;  for  thefe  the  borad 
(L  4)  iffue 
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iffue  no*fubfiftence  totke  pay  makers 
at  home,  becaufe  they  are  confidered 
as  belonging  to  the  companies 
abroad,  and  fubfifted  with  them  ; 
but  the  commanding  officers  of  the 
different  detachments  and  compa¬ 
nies  at  home,  draw  upon  him  for 
fums  on  account  to  pay  this  fub- 
fiffence,  and  return  to  him  month¬ 
ly  pay-lifts  as  their  vouchers. 

The  laft  account  puffed  by  the 
pay  maker  is  that  of  the  year  1776. 
As  each  year’s  account  includes  the 
receipts  and  payments  of  the  pay- 
maffers  abroad  during  that  year, 
the  events  in  America  have  delayed 
thefe  accounts :  the  vouchers  for 
the  accounts  of  the  detachment 
taken  prifoners  at  Saratoga,  fubfe- 
quent  to  the  year  1776,  were  not 
received  until  December  laft. 

James  Frafer,  efq.  late  adling 
paymafter  to  the  artillery,  ferving 
with  the  army  in  North  America, 
defcribed  to  us  the  fervice  which 
that  officer  is  intrufted  to  execute. 

The  payment  of  the  fubliftence 
and  contingencies  of  the  corps  of 
artillery  is  a  different  fervice  from 
that  of  paying  the  expences  attend¬ 
ing  the  train  of  artillery  :  the  fame 
perfon  generally  executes  both  ; 
but  in  the  one  fervice  he  aifts  as 
deputy  to  the  paymafter  of  the  ar¬ 
tillery  at  home,  and  paffes  his  ac¬ 
counts  with  him  ;  in  the  other  he 
is  an  accountant  to  the  board,  and 
paffes  his  accounts  in  the  office  of 
the  furveyor-general.  As  commif- 
fary  and  paymafter  to  the  train, 
it  is  his  duty  to  defray  every  ex¬ 
pence  attending  it,  both  civil  and 
military,  purfuant  to  the  orders  of 
the  commanding  officer  of  artillery. 
The  board  of  ordnance  fupply  him 
with  money  for  this  fervice,  either 
by  remittances  from  home,  or  by 
accepting  bills  of  exchange  drawn 
by  him,  and  attefted  by  the  com¬ 
manding  officer  of  artillery.  In 
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the  year  1776  the  artillery  were 
fupplied  with  waggons,  horfes,  and 
drivers,  by  the  quartermafter.-ge<!» 
neral  ;  and  his  bills  were  paid  by 
the  ordnance  :  ftnce  that  time  the 
vvaggons  have  moft  of  them  been 
conftr  tufted,  and  the  horfes  pur- 
chafed  by  government,  as  a  mode 
lei's  expenfive  to  the  fervice.  The 
condudfors,  artificers,  and  labour¬ 
ers,  are  paid  by  monthly  pay-lifts, 
formed  in  the  office  from  m  ufter-rolls 
feftt  thither  by  the  adding  commift 
fary  of  ftores,  who  fuperintends  the 
mufters.  The  number  of  days  they 
have  been  employed  is  taken  from 
a  check-lift  certified  by  the  over- 
feer  of  the  work.  The  price  of  la¬ 
bour  is  according  to  a  rate  efta- 
biifhed  long  ago  by  the  board  of 
ordnance,  and  adopted  in  America. 
The  commiffary  of-  ftores  having 
certified  by  his  fignature  to  the 
truth  of  the  pay-lift,  and  the  com¬ 
manding  officer  of  aniilery  having 
figned  upon  it,  an  order  for  the 
payment,  the  perfons  therein  nam¬ 
ed  are  paid  at  the  office,  by  the. 
paymafter  or  his  clerks,  and  fign 
their  names  or  fet  their  marks  op- 
polite  to  the  fums  they  receive. 

Bills  for  ftores  and  materials  are 
examined  and  attefted  by  the  com- 
miliary  of  ftores ;  and  upon  this 
atteftation  the  commanding  officer 
relies  for  the  truth  of  every  cir-. 
cumftance  in  the  bill,  and  directs 
the  payment  accordingly  ;  and  two 
witneffes  atteft  the  receipt.  The 
pay  lifts  and  bills  thus  verified  and 
authenticated,  are  the  paymafter’s 
vouchers  in  the  office  of  the  fup* 
ygyor-general. 

A  ftore -keeper  at  an  out-port  or 
garrifon  becomes  an  accountant 
from  having  money  imprefted  to 
him,  to  enable  him  to  fulfil  the 
orders  of  the  chief  engineer  in  that 
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divifion.  He  is  the  officer  appoint¬ 
ed  to  pay  the  labourers :  the  pay-' 

lifts. 
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[lifts,  which  contain  the  names  of 
the  per  foils*  and  the  fums  they  are 
inti  tied  to,  require  the  certificate 
of  the  engineers  employed  in  the 
work  (to  which  is  generally  added 
that  of  the  overfeers),  and  the  order 
of  the  chief  engineer  for  payment ; 
the  receipts  are  witnefled,  by  two 
officers.  The  pay-lift,  thus  per* 
feCted,  is  the  ftore-keeper’s  vouch¬ 
er,  He  generally,  every  quarter, 
fends  up  to  the  furveyor-general  an 
abftraCt  of  his  payments  during  the 
quarter,  with  the  vouchers,  and 
his  affidavit  annexed,  verifying 
thofe  payments. 

We  found  in  the  accounts  of  the 
treafurer  of  the  ordnance  as  in 
thofe  of  the  treafurer  of  the  navy, 
andpay-mafter-general  of  the  forces, 
the  names  of  many  perfons,  to 
whom  money  has  been  imprefted, 
and  whofe  accounts  are  unfettled. 
We  ifTued  our  precepts  to  the  au¬ 
ditors  of  the  impreft,  for  a  lift  of 
the  perfons  remaining  infuper  upon 
the  accounts  of  the  treafurer  of  the 
ordnance,  from  the  56th  of  March 
1673,  the  molt  remote  date  in  the 
account  before  us,  to  the  31ft  of 
December  3780  :  two  lifts  were  re¬ 
turned  to  this  retquilition  ;  the  one 
contained  the  names  of  the  perfons 
to  whom  money  had  been  impreft¬ 
ed  between  the  26th  of  March 
1673,  and  the  i  ft  of  December 
1714,  with  the  fums  for  which 
they  feve rally  ftand  accountable, 
amounting  together  to  71,588!.  9s. 

3  d.  ;  the  other  comprehended  the 
names  of  the  perfons,  and  the  like 
ifiues,  from  that  time' to  the  end  of 
December  17.80,  the  amount  of 
which  is  1,770,683!.  14s,  yftcb  As 
many  of  thefe  fub-accountants 
might  have  palled  their  accounts 
iince  December  ,1780,  or  may  be 
now  palling-  them,  we  tranfmitted 
thefe  two  lids  to  the  board  of  ord¬ 
nance  ;  requiring  from  them  an  ac- 
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count  oft  the  perfons  who  either 
have  pafied,  or  are  now  palling  the- 
accounts  of  the  fums  they  Hand 
charged  with.  By  the  return  to' 
this  requisition  it  appears,  that 
none  of  the  accounts  inferted  itir 
the  firft  lift  are  either  pafied  or 
palling but  that  fums  in  the  fe- 
cond'lift,  amounting  to  1,267,767k 
8s.  3d.  either  have  been  pafied  lince 
December  1,7 So,  or  are  at  this 
time  in  a  train  of  being  pafied  :  we 
have,  therefore,  omitted  the  ac¬ 
counts  under  both  thefe  deferip* 
tions,  and  inferted  in  the  appendix 
the  remaining  fub-accountants  on¬ 
ly,  whofe  accounts  are  lliil  depend¬ 
ing,  and  who  are  taking  no  ftepk 
towards  their  final  adjuftment.  The 
fum  thus  remaining  infuper  upon 
this  lift  is  502,916!.  6s.  4fd.  ; 
which  being  added  to  71,588!.  9s. 
3-fd,  the  amount  of  the  firft  lift, 
makes  the  total  fum  ifilied  on  ac¬ 
count,  and  (till  depending,  in  the 
office  of  the  ordnance  574,504!. 
15s.  8fd.  : 

We  find  in  the  progrefs  of;  this 
inquiry,  regulations  lately  adopted 
in  this  office,  tending  to  produce 
beneficial  e  fie  fits  to  the  public.  We 
fhall,  in  the  courfe  of  our  obferva- 
tions,  fuggeft  luch  further  regula¬ 
tions  as  may  in  our  judgment  ap¬ 
pear  practicable  and  uleful. 

The  mode  of  forming  the  efti- 
mate  for  the  ordnance  ferv.ice,  long 
in  ufe  in  this  office,  is  fundament¬ 
ally  defective.  The  defign  of  an 
eflimate  is  to  inform  the  Houfe  of 
Commons  what  fum  will  probably  1 
be  required  for  any  fervice  in  the 
enfuing  year,  in  order  to  at  the  le- 1 
gillature  may,  out  of  the  public 
revenue,  provide  and  appropriate  a 
portion  adequate  to  that  fervice, 
and  thus  the  nation  have  an  early 
knowledge  how  much  they  will  be 
obliged  to  raife  tdV  the  moil  conli-’ 
fterahle  ex  ounces  of  the  ftate,  and' 
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for  the  fupport  of  their  government, 
credit,  and  fecurity  :  every  eftimate 
ought  therefore  to  be  ns  complete 
and  comprehenfive  as  the  experi¬ 
ence  and  forefight  of  intelligent  of¬ 
ficers  can  form  it;  and  yet,  lince 
the  year  1720,  every  annual  efti- 
mate  for  the  ordnance  fervice  has 
been  attended  with  an  account  of 
fervice s  performed  and  not  provided 
for,  and  fometimes  to  an  amount 
exceeding  the  fum  in  the  eftimate. 
Moft  of  the  fervices  in  thefe  ac¬ 
counts  were  fuch  as  might  have 
been,  many  fuch  as  were  adtually 
forefeen  ;  but  the  ufage  of  office 
warranted  the  omiilian  of  them : 
the  eftimate  of  the  year  1783,  form¬ 
ed  with  a  view  of  comprehending 
every  probable  expence  of  the  year, 
appears  by  the  account  of  the  un¬ 
provided  fervices  for  that  year,  pre¬ 
sented  to  the  Houfe  of  Commons, 
with  the  eftimate  for  this  year,  to 
have  been  deficient  111,6341.  9s. 
6d. ;  and  thus  every  year  has  been 
incumbered  with  more  than  its  own 
burthens,  with  expences  that  be¬ 
longed  to,  and  ought  to  have  been 
borne  by,  the  revenue  of  preceding 
years.  Nor  is  this  the  only  griev¬ 
ance  ;  a  debt  has  been  accumulat¬ 
ing,  for  fervices  not  included  in 
any  preceding  either  annual  efii- 
mate,  or  annual  account  of  unpro¬ 
vided  fervices,  until  it  has  amount¬ 
ed,  as  appears  by  the  fate  of  that 
debt  prefixed  to  the  eftimate  of  the 
prefent  year,  and  that  imperfect  (as 
far  only  as  it  can  be  afeertained)  to 
874,196!.  7s.  6d.  Hence  the  offi¬ 
cers  of  this  board  have  been  oblig¬ 
ed  to  hazard  the  exercife  of  powers 
not  warranted  by  the  conftitution  ; 
they  have  applied  public  money  to 
other  fervices  than  thofe  to  which 
it  was  appropriated,  and  involved 
the  nation  in  debts  without  the  con- 
fent,  or  even  the  knowledge,  of 
parliament ;  rendering  themfelves 
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obnoxious  to  parliamentary  cen- 
fure.  It  has  been  ufual  to  leave 
out  of  the  eftimate  the  demand  for 
the  fea-fervice  :  the  fund  applied 
to  that  fervice  is  5I.  per  cent,  of 
the  fum  voted  for  the  feamen  -a 
fund  that  bears  no  certain  propor¬ 
tion  to  the  expence ;  it  has  never 
been  fufficient  during  the  late  war ; 
the  deficiency  in  one  year  was 
260,000!. ;  and  this  has  been  one 
of  the  fources  of  the  accumulation 
of  the  debt. 

As  the  office  of  ordnance  fup» 
plies  the  navy  as  well  as  the  army 
with  every  article  the  fervice  re¬ 
quires  from  that  department,  it 
feems  as  proper  that  the  eftimate 
fliould  contain,  and  the  fum  grant¬ 
ed  upon  it  include,  the  demand  for 
the  one  fervice  as  for  the  other :  it 
may  be  as  ealily  computed,  and 
renders  the  eftimate  more  uniform 
and  complete.  No  good  reafon 
occurs  why,  in  the  formation  of  a 
fund  for  a  particular  fervice,  a  por¬ 
tion  of  it  fhould  be  borrowed  from 
a  fum,  voted  in  a  different  eftimate, 
for  a  different  fervice  :  it  ferves  on¬ 
ly  to  render  the  account  compli¬ 
cate,  without  any  advantage  to 
arife  from  it. 

The  eftimate  fliould  not  only  in¬ 
clude  every  forefeen  and  probable 
expence,  and  every  ordnance  fer¬ 
vice  ;  but  the  fervices  fhould  be 
diftinguifhed  and  ranged,  as  far  as 
poffible  without  becoming  too  mi¬ 
nute,  under  defined  heads,  that  the 
Houfe  of  Commons  may  be  enabled 
to  form  a  previous  judgment  upon 
the  propriety  of  each  fervice,  and 
upon  the  quantum  of  the  fum  re¬ 
quired  for  it.  It  is  much  eafier  to 
prevent  the  incurring  an  expence 
than  to  refufe  to  allow  it-after  it  is 
incurred.  There  can  be  little  dif¬ 
ficulty  in  forming  an  accurate  and 
perfect  eftimate,  adapted  to  the 
diuary  occafions  of  the  fervice  :  the 

officer 


p  U  B  L  I  C 


PAPE  R  S. 


)fficer  may 'judge,  almoft  to  a  cer- 
::aintyv  from  the  experience  of  for¬ 
mer  years  (independent  of  fuch 
'udden  emergencies  as  are  h*yond 
he  reach  of  human  forefight)  what 
ruin  will  be  wanted  for  each  head  ; 
md,  fhould  the  pro vi lion  exceed 
:he  demand,  the  excels  may  be 
well  applied  in  inc realm g  the  fund, 
hould  happily  fuch  a  fund  be  efta- 
olifhed,  for  reducing  the  debt  of 
the  public. 

The  determination  of  the  board 
of  ordnance,  in  the  beginning  of 
the  year  1782.  to  advertife  tor  the 
different  articles  wanted  in  every 
branch  of  the  fervice,  is  a  regula¬ 
tion  that  has  produced  advantage 
to  the  public,  the  contrail:  for  the 
hire  of  ho-rfes,  conductors  and 
drivers,  of  the  year  1-82,  in  con- 
fequence  of  advertifements,  was- 
made  upon  terms  more  favourable 
to  the  public  than  that  of  the  year 
177c  :  8|d.  upon  the  hire,  and 
4fd.  in  the  ration,  for  every 
horfe  p§r  day  is  a  confiderable  fav- 
imr  t  it  would  have  been,  in  the 
hire  of  1637  horfes,  the  number 
upon  the  eftablilhmerit  from  the 
18th  May,  1778,  to  the  end  of 
GClober  1782,  that  is  for  four  years 
Tve  months  and  thirteen  days,  fup- 
pofing  them  upon  full  pay  for  half 
the  time,  and  upon  half  pay  for 
the  other  half,  68,623b  1  is.  • — -and 
the  faving  upon  the  ration  lor  the 
fame  number,  during  that  period, 
fitppofing  them  fupplied  the  whole 
year,  would  have  been  52,6 Sol. 
14s.  together  121,304b  3s.  exclu¬ 
sive  of  the  favings  to  government 
by  not  providing  the  jackets,  caps, 
and  various  other  articles  for 
the  drivers. 

By  a  report  of  the  furveyor-ge- 
neral  to  the  board  of  ordnance, 
dated  the  10th  of  May  1783,  part 
pf  which  we  have  inferred  in  the 
appendix  with  the  accounts  it  refers 
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to,  it  appears,  that,  had  the  forti¬ 
fications  at  Portfmouth,  thereia 
mentioned,  being  executed  by 
meafurement  and  contract,  the  dif¬ 
ference  in  favour  of  the  public  had 
been  33,057b  8s.  6fd. ;  and  to 
complete  them  by  eontraCl  will  be 
a  faving  to  the  public  of  36,912!. 

1 5s,  3d. — -The  price  at  which  tim¬ 
ber  and  other  materials  are  fup- 
piied,  and  different  fpecies  of  work 
in  the  building  branch  are  execut- 
ed,  has  been  reduced  in  confe- 
quence  of  this  regulation. 

In  an  inquiry  relative  to  the  ar¬ 
ticle  of  gunpowder,  we  find,  that 
the  principal  depolit  in  this  part  of 
the  kingdom,  for  the  gunpowder 
belonging  to  government,  is  at 
Purfleet ;  it  eonfiffs  of  live  maga¬ 
zines,  placed  at  the  di fiance  of  58 
feet  from  each  other  :  the  quantity 
of  gunpowder  in  Tore,  according 
to  the  laft  return  of  the  officers 
there,  was  35,406  barrels  ;  con¬ 
taining  ioolb.  each  ;  and  7272  half 
barrels;  that  is  3,903*200!!).  of 
gunpowder;  and,  fhould  any  one 
of  the;e  magazines  take  fire,  it  is 
hardly  polfible  but  they  muff  all  be 
blown  up  together.  Reflecting 
upon  the  confequences  that  mult 
inevitably  attend  fuch  an  explo- 
lion,  we  are  of  opinion,  that  the 
danger  anting  from  the  fituation 
and  circumftances  of  the  fie  maga¬ 
zines,  is  an  objeCi:  that  demands 
the  immediate  attention  of  the  le- 
yiflature. 

cU  _ _ 

The  application  to  the  treafury 
for  money,  by  the  board  of  ord¬ 
nance,  is  made  every  month,  for. 
fuch  a  portion  of  the  total  com¬ 
pound  fum  applicable  to  the  fer- 
V!ce,  as  is  dated  in  the  monthly 
edimate  formed  by  the  clerk  of  the 
ordnance,  for  tire  ufe  of  the  com- 
miffioners  of  the  treafury.  The 
money  is  iffiied  to  the  treafurer  of 
the  ordnance,  and  remains  in  his 

hands 
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hands  until  the  inflruments  direft- 
jng*  the  payments  ai  e  produced  to 
him  by  the  perfons  intitied  :  after 
his  re  donation,  the  board  continue 
to  direbt  him  to  make  payments, 
until  his  balance  is  nearly  exhauff- 
ed  ;  and  when  his  final  account  is 
fettled,  he  pays  what  remains  in 
his  hands  to  his  l'ucceffor  :  hence, 
in  a  quick  fucceffion  of  treafurers, 
many  balances  are  exiting  at  the 
fame  time  in  the  hands  of  different 
treafurers,  many  different  accounts 
are  open  and  carrying  on  together  ; 
there  are  at  this  time  four  accounts 
of  treafurers  open  for  payments. 

Uniformity  in  the  courfe  and 
modes  of  tranfabfing  the  bufinefs 
of  the  public  ought  to  be  introdu¬ 
ced  and  purfued,  as  far  as  is  prac¬ 
ticable  in  fimilar  offices  :  it  caufes 
the'intercourfe  between  offices  con¬ 
nected  to  be  carried  on  with  greater 
eafe  and  expedition,  and  facilitates 
the  means  of  acquiring  official 
knowledge  to  thofe  perfons  who 
pafs  through  the  different  depart¬ 
ments  of  the  fate  to  the  high  fta- 
tions  of  adminiftration  ;  and  thus, 
when  a  regulation  is  clearly  of  ge¬ 
neral  utility,  it  fliould  be  extended 
to  every  office,  the  conffitution  and 
objedfs  of  which  will  admit  of  the 
application.  The  legiflature  have 
effablifhed  important  regulations  in 
the  office  of  the  pay  mailer-general 
of  his  majedy’s  forces  :  regulations 
fiiggefted  by  us  to  be  equally  ap¬ 
plicable  to  the  office  of  treafurer  of 
the  navy,  and  which,  in  the  judg¬ 
ment  we  have  formed  upon  this 
prefent  inquiry,  may  with  equal 
propriety  be  extended  to  the  office 
of  treafurer  of  the  ordnance. 

The  com  miffio'nei  s  of  the  treafury, 
vvhofe  duty  it  is  to  guard'  the  public 
treaflire,  both  again ff  fuperfluous 
and  improvident  iffues,  fliould,  be¬ 
fore  they  direbt  any  ifffie,  have, 
knowledge  pf  the  fum  remaining 
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unapplied  in  the  hands  of  the  offi¬ 
cer — foliciting  the  iffue,  and  of  the 
fervices  for  which  the  fupply  is  re¬ 
quired  :  the  defects  in  the  annual 
eftimate  for  the  ordnance  fervice 
manifeftly  fhew,  that  the  monthly 
eftimate,  formed  in  the  beginning 
of  the  year,  upon  a  conjecture  what 
fervices  will  arife,  and  what  fums 
will  be  wanted,  in  every  fucceffive 
month  of  that  year,  can  never 
convey  to  the  commiffioners  of  the 
treafury,  the  accurate  knowledge 
they  ought  to  poffefs  previous  to 
the  direction  of  every  iffue  ;  and, 
therefore,  wTe  are  of  opinion,  that 
in  every  memorial  prefented  to  the 
commiffioners  of  the  treafury  for  a 
fupply  of  money  for  the  fervice  of 
the  ordnance,  the  total  fum  remain¬ 
ing  unapplied  in  the  hand-,  or  on 
the  account  of  the  treafurer  of  the 
ordnance,  ought  to  be  inferred,  to¬ 
gether  with  the  fervices  that  are 
the  ground  of  the  requilition. 

The  leeiflature  have  transferred 
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the  cuft ody  of  the  cafli  for  the  army 
fervices,  from  the  paymaller- gene¬ 
ral  to  the  Bank  of  England,  upon 
the  folid  ground  of  preventing  the 
poffibility  of  an  accumulation  of 
public  money  in  the  hands  of  pub¬ 
lic  officers*:  this  provident  regula¬ 
tion  fliould  be  imiverfil :  it  fiiouid 
be  extended  to  every  office  capable 
of  admitting  it.  The  effebts  flow¬ 
ing  from  the  want  of  it  are  ftill  felt 
by  the  public :  fums  liquidated, 
long-iffued,  unapplied,  iubjebt  to 
no  demand  for  public  fervice,  are 
not  yet  reffored  to  the  poffelBon  and 
ufe  of  government.  We  are  there¬ 
fore  of  opinion,  that  all  the  money 
for  the  -fervice  of  the  ordnance 
fliould  be  -iflued  to  the  Bank  of 
England,  and  placed  to  the  account 
of  the  treafurer  of  the-  ordnance, 
fubjebt  only  to  his*  drafts  upon  the 
governor  and  company  of  the  Bank 
of  England,  for  ordnance  fervice^; 
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nil  that,  upon  the  death,  religna- 
ion,  or  removal,  of  every  treaiurer 
*f  the  ordnance,  the  balance  on  the 
redit  of  his  account  ftiould,  upon 
he  appointment  of  a  fucceffor,  veil 
n,  and  be  carried  over  to  the  ac- 
ount  ©f  fuch  fuccefTo.r. 

The  terms  upon  which  the  con- 
rafts  are  made  relative  to  the  pay¬ 
ment  of  the  debentures  in  cowrie, 
re  not  the  mod  beneficial  to  the 
ub lie  :  the  contractor  underftands, 
t  the  time  he  makes  his  terms, 
hat,  without  an  exprefs  ftipula- 
ion,  he  is  not  to  be  paid  ready 
aoney  for  the  articles  he  fupplies, 
r  the  fervice  he  performs,  but 
nuff  wait  until  he  comes  in  turn, 
after  thofe  creditors  are  fatisfied 
/hofe  demands  are  of  a  prior  date: 
e  knows  too,  that  there  hands  be- 
are  him  a  long  lift  of  unfatisfied 
rrears  ;  and  he  can  form  no  judg- 
lent  to  what  period  the  increafmg 
mergencies  of  the  ftate  may  pro- 
raff  his  payment,  he  is  to  be  al- 
nved  no  intereft  for  his  debt  ;  and 
is  debenture  will  be  for  a  fum  Co 
reat  as  to  be  out  of  the  reach  of 
ominon  purchafers.  Under  thefe 
ircum fiances,  in  order  to  fecure  to 
iimfelf  a  fair  and  reafonable  profit 
ipon  his  contract,  he  mull  calcu- 
ite  what  will  be  the  value  at  mar- 
:et  of  the  iecurity  he  is  to  receive 
or  his  debt  ;  and  he  calculates 
his  value,  not  at  the  price  thofe 
ecurities  bear  at  that  time,  or  have 
Lome  at  any  proceeding  period,  but 
ccording  to  the  lowed:  price  to 
ffiich  the  declining  ftate  of  public 
redit  may  deprefs  them  :  agree- 
ble  to  fuch  an  efrimate,  he  frames 
he  terms  of  his  propofals;  and  thus 
;  government  compelled  to  pur- 
hafe,  at  an  extravagant  rate,  thofe 
rticles  that  are  aftential  to  the  de¬ 
vice  and  fecurity  of  the  kingdom, 
'ublic  credit  is  dep  relfcd  by  the 
.umter  of  its  fecurities  at  market ; 
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and  we  fee  the  return,  without  the 
bleffings  of  peace.  The  ordnance 
debentures  have  been  lately  at  a 
difeount  of  33  per  cent.  It  is.  a 
difg  race  to  a  nation,  to  fuffer  the* 
demands  upon  them  to  be  brought 
to  market  fo  depreciated,  as  to  be 
fold  at  a  price  fixed  by  the  courtefy 
of  the  purchafer,  and  accepted  from 
the  neceffity  of  the  public  cre¬ 
ditor. 

It  is  the  part  of  a  wife  and  faith¬ 
ful  government  to  guard  againft 
th  efe  mifehiefs  in  their  future  con¬ 
tracts.  The  cheapeft  of  all  bar¬ 
gains,  in  public  as  in  private  life, 
is  that  made  with  ready  money.  If 
prompt  payment  be  impracticable, 
a  ftated  time  ©f  payment,  ftricily 
kept,  is  the  next  eligible  method  :y 
and,  laft  of  all,  an  allowance  of 
intereft,  according  to  the  current 
value  of  money,  punctually  paid, 
upon  fecurities  ealily  negociable. 

Ordnance  debentures  are  frequent? 
ly  made  out  for  the  amount  of  the 
demands,  and,  containing  large 
fums  with  fractions,  are  negociated 
with  difficulty  and  lots  :  to  <nve 
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them  that  facility  of  circulation 
which,  for  the  credit  of  the  ftate, 
ought  to  attend  all  their  fecurities, 
the  fractions  ftiould  be  paid  to  the 
creditor  in  cafh,  and  the  integral 
fum  diiiributed  into  debentures  or 
bills  for  even  fums,  not  exceeding 
200I.  each,  and  made  transferrable 
with  as  little  formality  as  India 
bonds  or  exchequer  bills  ;  and  by 
that  means  they  will  bear  an  equal 
value  in  the  market,  Thefe  regn-r 
lations  extended  to  every  board  in¬ 
truded  with  t^ie  public  expenditure, 
will  enable  them  to  treat  upon 
terms  more  favourable  to  the  pub¬ 
lic,  and  tend  to  the  attainment  of 
that  great  objeCt,  fo  needful  in 
every  department  of  the  ftate,  a 
frugal  ad  mi  nil!  ration  of  the  public 
revenue.  To  carry  regulations  of 
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this  kind  into  execution  requires 
an  efficient  fund :  it  fuppofes  that 
the  produce  of  the  revenue  fhall 
keep  pace,  at  leaft,  with  the  expen¬ 
diture  ;  it  fuppofes  a  ftate  of  afflu¬ 
ence.  That  the  nation  may  be  re- 
ftored  to  fuch  a  ftate,  it  is  the  duty 
of  every  individual  fubjeCt  to  lend 
his  affiftance,  to  the  extent  of  his 
abilities :  private  opulence  is  equal 
to  the  talk  ;  public  juftice  and  pub¬ 
lic  credit  demand  the  exertion :  a 
ivife  and  frugal  management  on  the 
part  of  government,  and  a  fubmif- 
iion  to  the  payment  of  p rod u dive 
taxes  on  the  part  of  the  fubjeCt, 
will  accomplifh  this  neceffary  end. 

It  is  unneceftary  for  us  to  urge 
the  propriety  of  proceeding  to  a 
fpeedy  examination  into  the  volu¬ 
minous  lifts  of  fub-accountants, 
that  fwell  the  official  accounts  of 
every  treafurer  of  the  ordnance,  in 
every  year  :  we  need  not  repeat  the 
reafons  vve  have  given,  in  our  re¬ 
ports  upon  the  pay-oftices  of  the 
navy  and  army,  for  liquidating  the 
like  accounts  between  the  govern¬ 
ment  and  the  fubjeCt,  exilling  in 
thofe  offices.  The  board  of  ord¬ 
nance  have  it  in  contemplation  to 
call  upon  the  fub-accountants  to 
clear  their  imprefts ;  and  for  this 
purpofe,  by  their  order,  dated  the 
2 2d  of  January  laft,  they  have  di¬ 
rected  the  clerk  of  the  ordnance  to 
prepare  for  them  a  lift  of  the  im¬ 
prefts  remaining  in  force,  and  of 
the  debts  due  to  the  ordnance. 

That  moft  ufeful  and  neceftary 
regulation,  the  abolition  of  all  fees, 
gratuities,  and  rewards,  and  the 
fubftitution  of  certain  fixed  falaries 
in  their  ftead,  being  adopted  in  the 
office  of  ordnance,  and  by  his  ma- 
jefty’s  warrant  of  the  24th  of  Ja¬ 
nuary  1783,  before  alluded  to  (with 
the  exceptions  therein  mentioned), 
we  are  relieved  from  any  enquiry 
into  the  quantum  and  fources  of  the 
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profits  of  the  feveral  officers  employ • 
ed  in  this  extenfive  department.. 
In  the  eftablifhinent  annexed  to, 
and  carried  into  execution  by,  that 
warrant,  a  falary  is  appointed  to 
each  office  :  and  the  annual  amount 
of  them,  together,  is  34,457!.  is. 
6d. 

In  every  office,  thofe  perfons 
who  prefide,  and  are  intruded  with 
the  fuperimending  power  and  con¬ 
trol  over  the  whole,  having  full 
knowledge  of  the  bufinefs  allotted 
to  each  divilion,  are  the  proper 
judges  what  number  of  officers  and 
minifters  are  neceffary,  and  what 
induftry  and  talents  are  requifite 
for  the  performance  of  every  branch 
of  the  duty  :  it  muft  reft  upon  their 
judgment  and  fidelity  to  the  public, 
that  neither  the  number  nor  fala- 
ries  exceed  the  demands  of  the  fer- 
vice.  Before  this  regulation  was 
in  force,  fees  and  gratuities,  under 
the  fanCtion  of  cuftom,  were  paid 
by  the  contractor,  in  various  ftages 
of  his  tranfaCtion  with  the  office, 
from  the  procuring  his  contract,  to 
his  payment  by  debenture  :  a  con¬ 
tract  for  the  hire  of  a  fhip  of  700 
tons,  20  months  in  thefervice,  coft 
the  contractor,  in  agency,  fees,  and 
gratuities,  382I.  One  per  cent,  the 
cuttomary  poundage  for  agency 
only,  upon  2,180,3961.  the  amount 
of  the  freight,  is  21,803!.  What¬ 
ever  faving  accrues  from  this  regu¬ 
lation  is  gain  to  the  public  ;  for  the 
contractor,  to  infure  his  profit,  wilt 
charge  it  in  its  fulleft  extent  to  the 
account  of  the  public. 

This  regulation  is  a  part  of  that 
fyftem  of  ceconomy  that  ought  to 
be  extended  to  every  revenue  de¬ 
partment,  whether  of  receipt  or  ex¬ 
penditure.  The  exertion  of  the 
authority  of  the  fuperior  officer, 
veiled  in  him  by  virtue  of  his  of¬ 
fice,  with  his  majefty;s  approbation 
and  confirmation,  has  effected  it  in 
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the  ordnance  :  were  the  fame  fleps 
taken  in  other  offices,  the  fame  end 
would  be  attained  :  there  is  hardly 
any  office  but  poffefies  the  like 
powers,  lodged  either  with  the  fu- 
p  reroe  officer  or  a  board ;  and, 
fhould  any  defeat  or  obftru&ion 
check  the  exercife  of  the  power, 
the  legiflature  can  lend  their  aid. 
The  utility  of  the  regulation  has 
the  fanltion,  not  only  of  high  au¬ 
thority,  in  the  indance  before  us, 
but  of  the  declared  fenfe  of  the  le~ 
'gidature,  by  their  edablifhing  it 
in  the  office  of  the  paymafter-gene- 
ral  of  his  majedy’s  forces. 

It  appears  from  this  inquiry,  that 
the  auditor  of  the  impred  is  em¬ 
ployed  upon  the  ordnance,  as  upon 
the  navy  and  other  accounts  that 
have  been  before  us,  in  little  more 
than  comparing  different  entries  of 
the  fame  fums,  and  examining  the 
formality  of  vouchers,  and  the  ac¬ 
curacy  of  computations  and  call¬ 
ings  :  thofe  circumflances  of  the  ac¬ 
count  in  which  the  intereft  of  the 
nation  is  the  moil  materially  con¬ 
cerned,  the  terms  of  the  contrail, 
and  the  fidelity  of  the  execution, 
are  not  within  his  reach  :  the  board 
of  ordnance  alone  are  intruded  to 
decide  upon  them,  and  upon  the 
authority  of  the  fignature  of  the 
board-officers  he  admits  the  vouch¬ 
er  for  an  expenditure  to  be  true  in 
every  circumllance,  except  in  thofe 
which,  being  confidered  as  the  lead 
important,  are  ufually  commited  to 
the  care  of  inferior  clerks. 

This  account  fird  undergoes,  in 
the  office  of  ordnance,  an  examin¬ 
ation  fimilar  to  that  given  to  it  by 
the  auditor  of  the  impred,  every 
article  is  checked  by  the  proper  of¬ 
ficer  ;  and  the  final  examination  of 
the  ledger  with  the  vouchers  is 
made  by  the  board  previous  to  their 
fignature  .  a  fecond  examination  of 
the  fame  kind,  in  another  office,  ..at 
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the  expence  to  the  public  of  310!* 
a  year,  the  cudomary  fee  to  the 
auditor  for  the  budnefs  tranfalted 
by  him,  feems  to  be  of  no  ufe  ;  and 
therefore  we  are  of  opinion,  that 
auditing  the  accounts  of  the  trea- 
furer  of  the  ordnance  in  the  office  of 
the  auditors  of  the  impred,  is  an 
unneceiTary  expence  to  the  public,, 
and  ought  to  be  difcontinued :  that, 
after  thofe  accounts  have  been  fully* 
examined  by  the  board  of  ordnance* 
the  articles  fhould  be  ranged  under 
didinU  and  feparate  heads  of  fer- 
vice,  and  the  accounts  reduced  in¬ 
to  the  official  form,  by  the  treafurer 
of  the  ordnance,  and  by  him  paffed 
through  the  necefiary  offices  of  the 
exchequer. 

Having,  in  conformity  to  the 
exprefs  directions  of  the  legislature, 
inquired  into  and  included  in  our 
reports  upon  the  offices  in  the  re¬ 
ceipt  of  his  majedy’s  exchequer, 
and  upon  the  pay-offices  of  the  navy 
and  army,  an  account  of  the  profits 
and  emoluments  accruing  to  the 
leveral  officers  and  miniders  in  thofe 
departments,  we  directed  our  atten¬ 
tion  to  the  fame  objefl  in  the  office 
of  the  auditors  of  his  majedy’s  im¬ 
pred  :  we  required  from  them  an 
exalt  date  of  the  falaries,  fees,  and 
gratuities  received  or  to  be  received 
by  the  officers  and  clerks  in  their 
offices  for  bufinefs  tranfalled  there¬ 
in  during  the  year  1783,  together 
with  an  account  of  the  fees  claimed 
by  fuch  officers  and  clerks,  for  the 
feveral  fpecies  of  bufinefs. 

Five  accounts  Were  transmitted 
to  us  purfuant  to  this  requifition, 
and  are  inferted  in  the  appendix  : 
two  of  them  contain  the  grofs  and 
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net  amount  of  the  falaries  and  fees 
received  by  each  of  the  two  audit¬ 
ors  themfelves  in  the  year  1783. 
Two  of  them,  the  amount  of  the 
falaries,  fees,  allowances,  and  gra¬ 
tuities  received  by  the  deputies 

and 
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and  clerks  in  each  or  the  two  of- 
fices  in  the  fame  year  ;  the  fifth  is 
an  account  of  the  fees  and  gratui¬ 
ties  claimed  by  the  officers  and 
clerks  on  the  feveral  fpecies  of  bu- 
iinefs  tranfadted  in  thefe  offices. 

From  thefe  accounts,  and  from 
the  examination  of  Charles  Harris, 
efq.  one  of  the  deputy  auditors  of 
the  impred,  we  learn  what  are  the 
eflabliffiments  in  the  two  divilions 
of  the  office  of  the  auditor  of  his 
majefty’s  impreST,  and  by  what 
means  they  are  fupported. 

One  of  thefe  divilions  con  lids  of 
the  auditor,  one  deputy,  nine 
clerks,  eight  extra  clerks,  and  a 
meilencer :  the  other,  of  the  an- 
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dltor,  two  deputies,  eight  clerks, 
eight  extra-clerks,  an  office-keeper, 
and  a  melfenger. 

Since  the  beginning  of  the  year 
1781,  the  eftablifhments  and  a  num¬ 
ber  of  extra  clerks  in  each  divilion 
have  been  increased,  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of  bringing  up  and  completing 
the  arrears  of  bulinefs  in  the  office. 
The  deputies,  and  all  the  clerks 
and  officers,  are  in  the  appointment 
of  the  auditor  ;  to  all  of  them  he 
pays  falaries,  and  to  fome  of  them 
he  adds  allowances,  out  of  his  fees 
and  payments,  for  extra-work.  The 
deputies  receive  all  the  profits  of 
-the  office,  and  account  to  the  au¬ 
ditors  and  clerks  for  their  ffiares. 
The  whole  expence  of  the  office  is 
defrayed  by  the  auditor. 

The  profits  of  the  auditors  arife 
from  falaries  and  fees.  The  fala- 
xies  are  inconliderable  ;  one  hun¬ 
dred  marks  granted  to  each  in  the 
letters  patent  by  which  he  holds 
his  office,  payable  out  of  the  ex¬ 
chequer,  and  certain  other  fmall 
falaries,  the  whole  amounting  to 
about  100I.  a-year  to  each  of  them. 
His  fees  depend  upon  the  accounts 
audited,  and  the  inrolment  of  pub¬ 
lic  instruments  in  the  office.  In  the 


ordinary  accounts*  the  fees  upon 
fome  of  them  are  a  certain  payment 
upon  each  account,  whatever  may 
be  the  amount  of  the  fum  account¬ 
ed  for;  upon  others  of  them  the 
quantum  of  the  fee  bears  a  certain 
proportion  to  the  fum  in  the  ac¬ 
count  ;  but  for  the  army  account 
he  receives  both  a  fixed  fum  for 
each  year’s  account,  and  alfo  a 
certain  fum  for  each  troop  and  com¬ 
pany  the  pay  of  which  is  contained 
therein.  The  fees  upon  extraordi¬ 
nary  accounts  are  uncertain  ;  they 
are  in  proportion  to  the  length  and 
period  of  the  account,  and  the 
trouble  it  gives  to  the  office.  The 
fees  for  inrolments  are  fmall  pay¬ 
ments,  according  to  a  table  long 
eftablifhed  in  the  office.  The  fees 
to  the  auditor  are,  except  fome  of 
thofe  ariling  from  inrolments,  all 
at  the  expence  of  the  public  ;  for 
the  auditor  inferts  them,  and  they 
are  allowed  in  the  difcharge  of  the 
accountant. 

The  authority  upon  which  the 
auditor  grounds  his  right  to  fee?, 
is  either  the  warrant  of  the  lord 
high  treafurer  Godolphin,  in  the 
year  1704,  alluded  to  in  our  la  ft 
report,  which  ascertains  the  fees  to 
be  taken  bv  him  for  auditing  moil 
of  the  ordinary  accounts  fubjcdt  to 
his  cognizance  ;  or  otherwife  the 
royal  fign  manual,  or  the  treafury 
warrant,  allowing  the  fee  craved  by 
him  in  his  memorial  to  the  treafury, 
for  auditing  any  particular  account. 

The  deputies,  befides  the  falaries 
paid  to  them  by  the  auditor,  receive 
fees  and  gratuities.  The  fees  are 
certain  known  fums  upon  certain 
particular  accounts,  grounded  upon 
ufage  in  the  office  ;  fome  of  thefe 
are  inferted  in  the  accountant’s  bill 
of  incidents,  and  confequently  paid 
by  the  public.  The  gratuities  are 
voluntary  donations  by  the  account¬ 
ants,  but  limited  to  fuch  fums  as 
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*the  deputy  underfiands  to  have  been 
ufually  given,  upon  auditing  ac¬ 
counts  of  the  fame  or  a  limilar  de- 
fcription. 

The  clerks  have,  over  and  above 
their  faiaries,  for  fome  accounts, 
certain  payments;  for  others,  a  cer¬ 
tain.  proportion,  out  of  the  fees  to 
the  auditor  ;  they  are  allowed  like  - 
wife  by  him  turns  for  ingroffing,  and 
■for  extra  bull  nets  ,*  and  have  gra¬ 
tuities  from  individuals. 

By  the  accounts  before  ys,  it  ap¬ 
pears,  that  in  the  year  1783,  the 
grofs.-receipt  of  one  of  the  auditors 
was  19,808b  1 6s .  6d.  ;  the  expen¬ 
ses  of  his  office  3578b  12s,  6d.  ; 
and  his  net  receipt  16,23d.  4s.  r 
of  the  other  auditor  the  g-rofs  re¬ 
ceipt  was  19,409b  9s.  i  id',  ;  his 
expenses  3036b  6s,  yd,-;  and  his 
■net  receipt.  16,373b  3s.  4b.  The 
payments  to  the  deputies  and  clerks 
211  the  firh  ofiice  amounted  to  3973b 
1  2 s ,  id.  ;  of  which  3049b  1 8s,  6d. 
was  paid  by  the  auditor  out  of  his 
.profits;  and  923b  its.  76,  in  fees 
and  gratuities  :  this  laid  fum  being 
•added  to  the  grofs  receipt  of  the 
-auditor,  makes  the  total  expeace 
of  the  office  20,732b  10s.  id.  The 
amount  of  the  payments  to  depu¬ 
ties  and  clerks  in  the  other  office 
was  3489b  9s.  8d. ;  of  which  2619b 
8s.  7b.  was  part  of  the  profits  of 
the  auditor;  and  870’i  is,  id.arofe 
from  fees  and  gratuities  ;  which, 
added  to  the  grofs  receipt  of  the 
auditor,  increafes  the  total  expence 
of  that  office  to  20,270b  j  is. 

Hence  it  appears,  that  in  the  year 
1783,  the  grofs  fum  received  by  all 
the  officers  and  clerks  in  the  two 
divifions  of  this  office,  was  4 1 ,  o  ■  2 1. 
is.  id.  ;  th.e  net  profits  of  the  two 
auditors  was  32,603b  7s.  4d.  ;  and 
of  the  deputies  and  clerks  746  ->b 
is-.  96.  ;  and  the  whole  of  that 
grofs  fum  .(*except  a  p«rt  of  about 
4001,  the  iibuti  atnpun.t  obfpe^  bom 
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enrolments  ;  and  a  part  or  1793b 
14s.  8d.  the  amount  of  she  fees  and 
gratuities  paid  to  the  deputies  and 
clerks  neither  of  which  parts  can 
be  eaiilv  afcertaineJ)  was  a  charge 
upon  the  public. 

But  neither  of  the  auditors  con- 
ftder  the  fums  dated  in  the  accounts 
of  their  own  faiaries  and  fees,  as 
properly  the  profits  of  the  year 
1  783,  though  received  in  that  year  * 
they  represent  them  as  fwelled  to 
an  unufual  magnitude  by  the  ex¬ 
traordinary  mduitry  and  exertions 
of  the  officers  and  clerks,  in  clear¬ 
ing  away,  in  that  year,  the  arrears 
of  accounts  of  former  years  :  for 
thefe  arrears  the  one  deducts  7844b 
17s.  6d»  and  reduces  his  clear  pro- 
fits  for  the  ordinary  annual  bufinefs 

y 

of  the  year  1783,  to  8385b  6s.  6d. ; 
the  other  deducts  8647b  12s.  3d.* 
and  reduces  his  clear  profits  to 
772 5b  1  is.  id. 

The  year  1783,  then,  being  a 
year  of  extraordinary  diligence* 
the  profits  of  that  year  was  no  rula 
by  which  we  could  form  a  judg¬ 
ment  of  the  general  annual  profits 
arifing  from  this  office  ;  and  there¬ 
fore  we  required  from  the  auditor* 
an  account  of  the  annual  yrofs  and 

u  ^ 

net  receipt  of  the  profits  of  their 
offices,  for  the  five  years  preceding 
the  year  1783.  The  returns  to 
this  requifition  are  inferted  in  the 
Appendix  ;  in  one  of  them,  the 
average  net  receipt  is  602.4b  8s. 
8d,  ;  in  the  other  6964b  7s.  6d.  ; 
to  which,  if  one  fifth  of  the  profits 
be  added,  from  the  arrears  received 
in  the  year  1783?  fuppofing  them 
to  be  the  arrears  of  thole  five  years, 
the  one  fum  will  be  increafed  to 
7593b  8s.  2d,  ;  and  the  other  to 
8603b  17s.  1  id. 

^  J  l  m  o 

In  the  progrefs  of  our  inquiry 
into  the  manner  in  which  the  pub¬ 
lic  accounts  are  audited  in  this  of¬ 
fice,  we  have  not  been  able  to 
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cover,  from  thofe  which  have  hi¬ 
therto  come  under  our  con  tide  ra¬ 
tion,  anv  (olid  advantage  derived 
to  the  public  from  the  examination 
given  to  them  by  the  auditor  of  the 
imprefi;  and  for  that  reafon,  we  have 
fu'/gefied  the  propriety  of  exempting 
them  from  his  jurifdiehlon,  and  the 
urgent  neceifity  of  relieving  the 
nation  from  lb  heavy,  and,  to  all 
appearance,  fo  unnecelfary  an  ex- 
'penee. 

The  account  of  the  fees  and  gra¬ 
tuities  claimed  by  him,  and  his  of¬ 
ficers  and  clerks,  and  his  certificate 
pi  the  accounts  depending  in  his 
office,  tranfmitted  every  half  year 
to  the  king-s  remembrancer  of  the 
exchequer,  exhibit  a  number  and 
variety  of  other  accounts,  fabjed 
to  his  cognizance,  to  which  our 
inquiry  has  nor  yet  been  extended  ; 
and  therefore,  how  far  the  fecurity 
of  the  public  may  require  the  in¬ 
tervention  of  he  auditor,  to  efia- 
bliffii  the  truth  and  accuracy  of  thofe 
accounts,  we  can  form  no  judg¬ 
ment  ;  but  we  have  proceeded  far 
enough  to  warrant  our  opinion 
upon  the  pr  ptieqy  and  neceffity  of 
introducing  into  this  office  the  re¬ 
gulation  we  have  fo  frequently  had 
occahon  to  enforce  in  relation  to 
other  offices. 

The  office  before  us  is  an  office 
or  control  ;  it  i  inllituted  as  a 
check  upon  the  public  accounts  : 
the  allowance  of  the  auditor  being 
neceffiary  to  every  article  both  of 
the  receipt  and  expenditure,  the 
if  ate  of  the  account,  as  between  the 
public  and  the  accountant,  mull 
continue  unknown  until  the  balance 
is  alcertained  by  the  auditor  at  the 
completion  of  his  examination;  and 
cpnfequently,  that  balance,  how¬ 
ever  great  it  may  be,  if  in  favour 
of  the  public,  remains  with  the  ac¬ 
countant;  it  in  favour  of  the  ac¬ 
countant,  remains  with  the  public, 


until  that  period.  Hence  it  may 
be  the  interelf  of  the  accountant  to 
purchafe,  at  a  high  price,  either 
delay  or  expedition  in  palling  his 
accounts  ;  and,  fhould  an  officer  be 
corrupt,  the  permiffion  to  receive 
fees  and  gratuities  is  an  obvious 
method  to  obtain  it :  and,  therefore, 
we  are  of  opinion,  that  the  pay¬ 
ment  of  fees  and  gratuities  by  the 
perfon  accounting,  however,  con¬ 
fined  by  ufiage  as  to  the  quantum, 
is  a  mode  ill  adapted  to  the  confii- 
tution  of  this  office,  and  to  the  na¬ 
ture  of  the  bu finds  there  trail  f- 
aded. 

We  do  not  fay  or  mean  to  infir* 
nuate,  that  we  have  difeovered  any 
in  fiance  of  fuch  abide  in  this  office; 
but  the  mode  is  open  to  it  ;  and  a 
wife  government  does  not  wait  for 
the  mifehief  it  guards,  as  far  as  hu* 
man  prudence  can  guard,  againfi: 
the  poffibility  of  the  evil ;  it  pre¬ 
vents  or  removes  the  temptation. 

But  there  is  another,  and  Hill 
more  weighty  reafon  lor  a  reform 
in  the  mode  of  defraying  the  ex¬ 
pellees  of  this  office. 

The  fervipe  of  the  prefiding  offi¬ 
cer  bears  no  proportion  to  the 
magnitude  of  his  profits.  A  deputy 
auditor  tells  us,  in  hh  examination 
annexed  to  our  Eighth  Report,  that 
the  whole  bufinefs  of  the  office  is 
tranfaded  by  the  deputy  and  clerks; 
from  the  year  ;  7  g  r  until  the  year 
178  ,  that  is  for  thirty-fix  years, 
he  did  not  recoiled  that  the  prin¬ 
cipal  ever  executed  any  parr  ol  it ; 
to  him,  therefore,  it  was  a  p erred 
finecure,  The  bufinefs  of  the  of¬ 
fice  is  of  the  fame  kind  now  it  was 
then  ;  the  quantity  is  increafed  ; 
and  that  increafe  requires  an  addi¬ 
tion  to  the  number  of  clerks  ;  but 
it  does  not  make  the  intervention 
of  the  principal  officer  more  ne- 
ceffiary  ;  the  whole  of  the  bufinyfs 
is  properly  the  labour  of  clerks 


PUBLIC 


PAPERS, 


Only ;  and,  therefore,  though  the 
prefent  auditors  have  paid' an  at¬ 
tention  beyond  their  predeeeiTors, 
by  regulating  their  offices,  accele¬ 
rating  the  public  accounts,  and 
bringing  up  the  arrears,  yet,  fhould 
men.  lefs  active  hereafter  fill  these 
fiations,  they  may  again  fink  into 
iinecures,  and  exceffive  fiipends  be 
paid  every  year  to  ofiicers  unpro¬ 
fitable  to  the  public.  In.  the  year 
1782,  one  of  thefe  officers  received 
net  16,565b  8s.  8d.  the  other, 
10,331b  5s.  ud.  in  the  year  1783, 
the  one  received  net  16,230b  4s. 
the  other,  16,373b  3s.  ^d. 

The  public  cannot  afford  to  main¬ 
tain  officers  of  any  delcription  at 
fuch  an  expence.  This  nation  is  in 
debt  above  2  30,000,000b  it  raifes 
every  year,  to  pay  the  intereft  and 
charges  attending  that  debt,  above 
8,700,000b  of  which  above  19,800b 
the  bank  fee  alone,  is  to  be  paid 
every  year  to  thefe  officers,  for 
bufinefs  from  whence  the  public 
derive  no  benefit ;  and,  fhould  addi¬ 
tions  be  made  this  year  to  the  pub¬ 
lic  debt,  unlefs  the  legillature  will 
•interpofe  their  authority,  thefe  fee 
of  office  will  have  their  addition 
like  wife  :  the  profits  of  the  auditors 


of  the  imp  reft  rife  in  proportion  to 
the  increafe  of  the  public  did  refs. 
Upon  thefe  reafons  we  ground  oitr 
opinion,  that  the  public  good  re* 
quires  that  all  fees  and  gratuities 
in  the  office  of  the  auditors  of  the 
impreil  fhould  be  forthwith  abolifh* 
ed  ;  that  the  profits  of  the  auditors 
themfelves  fhould  be  reduced  to  a 
reasonable  flandard;  and  that  every 
officer  and  clerk  in  the  laid  office 
fhould  be  paid,  by  the  public,  a 
certain,  fixed  annual  falary,  in  pro¬ 
portion  to  his  rank  and  employ-* 
meat,  in  lieu  of  all  falaries,  fees, 
and  gratuities  whatfoever  ;  and  we 
continue  to  adhere  to  the  opinion 
we  have  fcated  in  our  laft  Report, 
feeing  no  reafon  to  depart  from  it, 
that  no  right  is  vefted  in  the  au¬ 
ditor,  either  by  the  letters  patent 
by  which  he  holds  his  office,  or  by 
triage,  that  can  be  oppofed  to  this 
reduction  and  regulation. 

Office  of  Accounts ,  Surry - 
Jireet ,  June  8,  1784* 

T.  Anguish,  (L.S.) 

A.  PlGGOTT,  (L.S.) 

Richard  Neave,  (L.S.) 

Samuel  Eeachcroft,  (L.S.) 

George  Drummond,  1  (L.  S.) 

William  Roe,  (L.S.) 
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SUPPLIES  granted  in  the  Year  1786. 

NAVY. 

February  13,  1786® 

FOR  18,  oco  men,  including  3620  marines,  at  4b  £.  s*  J* 
per  man  per  month  936*000  o  & 

March  2. 

For  the  ordinary  of  the  navy,  including  half  pay  to  v 

the  fea  and  marine  officers  692,326  18  8 

For  building,  rebuilding,  and  repairing  fliips  of 
war,  .fee*  800,000  o  © 


2,428,326  18  8 
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Ffe.  ic. 

For  17638  effective  men  for  guards  and  garrifons 
For  forces  in  the  plantations  and  Gibraltar 
,  For  difference  between  the  Britifh  and  Ififli  eftablifli- 
men#  of  fix  regiments  of  foot  abroad 

For  the  general  and  Raff-officers  for  1786 
For  full  pay  to  reduced  or  fupernUmerary  officers 
For  one  regiment  of  light  dragoons  and  five  batta¬ 
lions  of  foot  in  the  Eh  ft  Indies  - - 

For  the  paymafter-general,  fee  ret  ary  at  War,  com- 
miffary-general  of  the  mufters,  judge  advocate-general;, 
comptrollers  of  the  army  accounts.,  the  deputies, 
clerks,  &c.  and  for  the  amount  of  the  exchequer  fees 
to  be  paid  by  the  paymafter-general,  and  on  account 
©f  poundage  to  the  infantry  — 

For  petitions  to  the  widows  of  officers 

March  29. 

For  the  army  extraordinaries  — - — - 

For  the  reduced  officers  of  land  forces  and  marines 
For  the  reduced  boric-guards  — *  — 

For  the  Chelfea  peniioners  —  — 

For  the  officers  of  the  Britifh  American  forces 
For  officers  late  in  the' fer vice  of  the  States  General 

April  i  i. 

For  the  difference  between  the  Britifh  and  Irifh 
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53,502  17  2 

3,535  o  6 


eflabiifhment  of  feveral  battalions  and  companies  of 

foot,,  at  fun  dry  period  s:  —  2,74?  6  7-b 


2,043,729  19  24- 

.  ORDNANCE. 

March  7, 

For  the  charges  of  the  office  of  ordnance  for  land 
fervice  in  1786  —  '  —  287,096  17  1 

June  7. 

For  completing  the  old  works  at  Portfmouth  and 
Plymouth  - -  ——  — -  59,781  o  © 

346,877  17:  1 

MISCELLANEOUS  SERVICES, 

“Fee.  7*’ 

'To  pay  off  exchequer  bills  3^00, eoo  o  9 

March  30.' 

Towards  the  reduction  of  the  national  debt  i-,ooo,cc(>  o  o 

April  3, 

To  make  good  the  damage  fuftained  by  the  inha¬ 
bitants  of  Faverfham,  See.  by  the  blowing  up  of  his 
majefiy’s  powder  mills  there,  in  1781  1,377  6  6 


4 


Carried  forward  £,  4, 5  o  1 ,3  7,7  6  o 
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Brought  forward 
April  6. 

To  difcharge  the  debts  due  on  the  civil  lift 

April  i  i. 
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For  the  civil  eftabliftiment  of  Nova  Scotia 
For  the  civil  eftabliftiment  of  St,'  John’s  Ifland 
For  the  civil  eftabliihment  of  the  Bahama  IflatidV 
For  the  civil  eftablithment  of  the  ifland  of  Cape 
Breton  —  — *  — 

For  the  civil  eftablithment  of  New  Brunfwiek 
To  the  reprefentatives  of  the  late  John  Ellis,  efq.  agent 
for  Weft  Florida,  for  arrears  —  4 — 

For  the  falary  of  the  Chief  Juftice  of  the  Bermuda^ 
Ifland  s  •  — — —  —— — —  — 

May  15. 

For  Somerfet  Houfe  — —  ■ — ■ 

For  the  forts  and  fettlements  in  Africa  — 

For  the  profecution  of  offenders  agaiiift  the  coin  laws 
For  the  extraordinary  expences  of  the  mint 
For  a  compenfation  to  Jofeph  Lodon  du  Maufoiiy 
for  the  lofs  of  his  (hip,  feized  by  the  Lord  Dartmouth 

armed  fiiip  in  1776  — —  — * 

May  22. 

For  purchaftng  lands  in  the  ifland  of  St,  Vincent 
For  completing  the  purchafe  of  the  foil  in  the  Bahar 

ma  Iflands  - — — —  - - — — 

For  the  relief  of  the  American  fuiferers 
To  Mr.  Cotton,  for  fees  paid  at  the  exchequer  on 
150,0001.- granted  haft  feffions  to  the  American  loyalifts 
To  Mr,  Cotton,  for  the  expences  of  Thomas  Dun- 
das  and  Jeremy  Pemberton,  efqrs.-  commiffiotfers  of 
American  claims,  at  Nova  Scotia,  &c.  — - 

To  Mr.  Cotton,  for  the  bills  drawn  on  the  Trea-v 
fury  by  the  governors  of  New  B.runfwick,  Nova 
Scotia,  and  Cape  Breton,  and  for  expences  of  convicts 
cn  board  the  prifon  fhips  at  Portfmouth  and  Ply¬ 
mouth,  &c.  - — -  * — — 

For  the  convidts  on  the  Thames 
To  the  fecretary  of  the  commiffioners  of  public 
accounts  ■ — -  — 

June  7. 

To  Louis  Borell  and  Abraham  Henry  Borell,  for 
difcloung  their  method  of  dying  the  colour  called 
Turkey  red  upon’ cotton  — 

June  12, 

For  a  new  building  at  the  Admiralty 
For  the  Scotch  roads  and  bridges 

June  13. 

To  difcharge  exchequer  bills  - - - 

June  19. 
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Brought  over  6,930,312 

To  the  commiffioners  appointed  to  enquire  into  the 
Ioffes  of  the  American  loyalifts  — ■  10, coo 

For  the  relief  of  the  American  loyalifts  178,750 

For  the  American  civil  officers,  fufferers  for  their 
loyalty  .  —  ■ —  —  - — 

To  the  fecretary  of  the  commiffioners  of  the  Ame¬ 
rican  loyalifts  —  3, 888 

For  money  iflued  purfuant  to  addrefles  —  12,259 

For  a  compenfation  to  the  proprietors  of  lands  for 
fcetter  fecuring  the  dock  yards,  &c. 

For  the  expence  of  confining  convidls 


s. 
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33,890 
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7,255,400  o 


DEFICIENCIES. 

March  20. 

To  the  finking  fund  for  the  monies  paid  out  of  it  to 
make  good  the  deficiencies  of  the  duties  granted  for 
repealing  the  duties  on  tea,  to  July  5,  1785 
To  make  good  the  deficiency  of  the  fur 
payment  of  annuities  granted  towards  the 
17  58  —  —  ~ 

To  ditto  for  1778  — •  — 

To  ditio  for  1 779  •— 

To  ditto  for  1780  — - 

To  ditto  for  1783  ■ —  — 

To  ditto  for  1784 


'  rin 


MAY  15 


L. 

d. 

'Navy  —  — 

2, 4211,526 

18 

8 

Army  «— * 

2,043,729 

19 
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Ordnance  — 

346,877 

17 
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Miscellaneous  Services 
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WAYS  and  MEANS. 
February  10. 
Thand-tax  for  1786 
Malt  duty  —  — 

March  21. 

To  be  applied  out  of  the  linking  fund 


2,000,000  o  © 
750,000  o  o 

582,488  15  9^ 


Carried  forward  £,  3,332,488  15 
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Brought  forward  3,332,488 

March  30, 

v4To  be  applied  out  of  the  finking  fund  — •  1,00.0,000 

May  2. 

Ditto  —  —  — •  628,982 

May  15. 

Exchequer  bills  —  —  2,500,000 

May  18. 

Surplus  of  the  deduction  of  6d.  in  the  pound  on 
all  falaries,  &c.  — -  • —  f — 

Ditto  of  the  wine  duties  — »  — ~ 

Ditto  of  the  glafs  duties  —  **— • 

Ditto  of  the  duties  on  vellum,  &c,  — ■ 

Ditto  of  the  two-fevenths  excite  — • 

June  1. 

A  lottery  —  688,750  o  l8g  7ro 

Prizes  • —  500,000  o  o|  '  ’/D 

Surplus  of  monies  granted  for  the  army.  See.  in  1784  290,810 
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Difpofeable  monies  in  the  exchequer 
Army  Savings  and  ftoppages  in  1785  — 

June  20. 

To  be  applied  out  of  the  linking  fund 
Exchequer  bills  —  r— 

Surplus  of  monies  voted  for  Chelfea  penfioners 


100,508 
65>575 

2,6oO,000 

3,000,000 

21,568 
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13,900,992  15  4| 

J 

J3>486>537  i7  if 

Excels  of  ways  and  means 

414,454  18  3* 

1 

The  pay  and  clothing  of  the  militia,  for  the  year 
1786,  to  be  defrayed  out  of  the  produce  of  the 
land-tax. 


public  Atis  pa  {fed  in  the  Third  Sef- 
jion ,  of " the  Sixteenth  Parliament 
of  Great  Britain , 

March  3. 

The  land  tax  aft  for  1786, 

The  malt  duty  aft. 

An  act  refpefting  the  commercial 
intcrcourfe  between  Great  Britain 
and  America. 

An  a6t  refpefting  the  commercial 
intercourfe  between  America  and 
Newfoundland,  ’ 


An  act  to  prohibit  for  a  limited 
time  the  exportation  of  hay. 

An  aft  to  regulate  the  exportation 
of  hops  to  Ireland# 

March  22. 

An  aft  for  regulating  the  marine^ 
while  on  fliore. 

An  aft  to  enable  certain  perfons 
to  provide  proper  places  on  fhore 
for  the  reception  of  the  crew  of  the 
Voorberg  Dutch  Ealt  Indiaman, 
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forced  by  flrefs  of  weather  into  the 
port  of  Dartmouth. 

March  24. 

An  aft  to  explain  and  amead  the 
fhop-tax  aft. 

The  mutiny  aft. 

April  II. 

An  aft  to  explain  and  amend  the 
Eaii  India  regulating  bill. 

May  3. 

An  aft  to  obviate  ail  doubts  with 
refpeft  to  the  exclufive  power  of 
the  court  of  directors  of  the  Eaft 
India  Company,  to  appoint  the 
governor  -  general  and  council  of 
Fort  William,  in  Bengal. 

May  22. 

An  aft  for  appointing  commjf- 
fi  oners  of  the  land-tax. 

An  aft  to  amend  the  laws  for  the 
encouragement  of  the  Newfound- 

o 

land  fiihery. 

May  2  6. 

An  aft  for  veiling  certain  fuips 
in  commillioners  to  be  by  them  ap¬ 
plied  to  the  reduction  of  the  natio¬ 
nal  debt. 

Two  afts  for  railing  certain fums 
of  money  by  exchequer  bills. 

An  aft  for  altering  the  days  of 
payment  of  the  long  annuities,  and 
fhe  annuities  for  30  and  29  years. 

An  aft  for  regulating  courts  of 
confidence. 

June  1 3 . 

An  aft  for  laying  an  additional 
duty  on  battens  and  deals  im¬ 
ported. 

An  aft  for  the  further  encou¬ 
ragement  of  the  fifheries  in  the 
Greenland  Teas  and  Davis’s  (traits. 

An  aft  for.  regulating  the  pro¬ 
duction  of  mani  fells,  and  to  prevent 
fraudulent  practices  in  obtaining 
bounties  and  drawback?,  and  ip  the 
ciaiideftipe  lading  of  goods. 


“papers. 

An  aft  for  the  further  encourage¬ 
ment  of  the  growth  of  hemp  and 
flax  in  England. 

An  aft  for  the  further  relief  of 
debtors,  with  refpeft  to  the  impri- 
fonment  of  their  perfons,  and  to 
oblige  debtors  who  Stall  continue 
in  execution  in  prifon  beyond  a  cer¬ 
tain  time,  and  for  fums  not  exceed¬ 
ing  what  are  mentioned  in  the  aft, 
to  difcover  upon  oath  their  eilate, 
for  the  benefit  of  their  creditors. 

June  16. 

An  aft  for  laying  dudes  on  per¬ 
fumery,  hair  powder,  &c. 

An  aft:  for  laying  duties  on  (lamp¬ 
ed  vellum,  &c.  in  order  to  augment 
the  falaries  of  the  judges,  & c.  in 
Scotland. 

An  aft  for  better  fecuririsr  the 
duties  on  flarch. 

An  aft  for  more  effectually  pre¬ 
venting  the  fraudulent  removal  of 
tobacco,  &c. 

An  aft  for  the  encouragement  of 
the  Southern  whale  fi {fiery. 

An  aft  tor  the  further  encou¬ 
ragement  of  the  pilchard  fifliery. 

An  aft  refpefting  the  importa^ 
tion  of  naval  (lores  from  the  Britifli 
colonies  in  America,  Britifh-made 
gunpowder,  Britifn  faihcloth,  fo¬ 
reign  fail-cloth,  the  exportation  of 
fugars  from  the  British  colonies, 
dircftly  to  foreign  ports  in  Britifli- 
built  (hips,  the  difcontinuing  of 
duties  upon  the  importation  of  tal¬ 
low,  hog’s  lard,  and  greafe,  and 
granting  other  duties  on  pot  and 
pearl  allies,  wood  and  wood  afhes, 
in  the  room  of  thofe  now  repealed, 
for  allowing  the  importation  of  fait 
from  Europe  to  Quebec,  the  im¬ 
portation  of  raw  goats  (kins  into 
this  kingdom  ;  for  encouraging  the 
manufacture  of  flax  and  cotton  in 
Great  Britain,  the  reviving  of  the 
drawback  on  the  duties  on  turn 
flapped  us  (lores,  and  the  allowing^ 
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joef  'a  bounty  on  the  importation  of 
hemp  and  flax  from  the  Britilh 
American  colonies. 

An  ad  for  augmenting  the  fa- 
larks  of  the  judges  in  Scotland. 

An  a£t  for  granting  falaries,  in 
lieu  of  certain  fees,  to  the  judges 
of  the  admiralty  in  Scotland. 

June  27. 

*  An  acj:  repealing  certain  duties 
cm  wines  imported,  and  for  grant¬ 
ing  new  duties  in  lieu  thereof,  un¬ 
der  the  management  of  the  com- 
jnnffioners  of  excife. 

The  militia  ad. ,  • 

An  aft  for  the  increafe,  &c.  of 
Dripping  and  navigation. 

An  ad  for  amending  the  Kail 
India  regulating  bill. 

An  ad  to  prevent  occafional  in¬ 
habitants  from  voting  at  the  elec¬ 
tion  of  members  for  cities  and  bo¬ 
roughs  in  England. 

An  ad  obliging  overseers  of  the 
poor  to  make  returns  upon  oath  to 
certain  queftions  fpe.cified  therein. 

An  ad  for  procuring  upon  oath 
^returns  of  all  charitable  donations 
for  the  benefit  of  poor  perfoas. 

Juk  4r 

An  ad  for  railing  a  further  fum 
<$f  money  by  exchequer  bills. 

An  ad  for  railing  a  certain  fum 
jof  money  by  lottery. 

An  ad  for  granting  a  certain  fum 
of  money  out  of  the  finking  fund. 

An  ad  for  more  effedually  car¬ 
rying  into  execution  the  laws  re¬ 
lative  to  the  Damp  duties,  &c. 

An  ad  to  explain  the  ad  for  lay¬ 
ing  an  additional  duty  on  hackney 
coaches. 

An  ad  to  appoint  com  million  ers 
to  enquire  into  the  Ioffes  of  the 
American  loyalifts. 

An  ad  to  empower  the  Arch- 
fcifiiop  of  Canterbury  or  York,  for 
15  £6.  . *  ” 
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the  time  being,  to  con  fee  rate  foreign 
biiliops.  » 

An  ad  to  appoint  commiffioners 
to  enquire  into  the  fees,  Sec.  and 
alfo  into  the  abufes  in  any  public 
offices. 

An  ad  to  prevent  the  unlawful 
pawning  of  goods,  and  eafy  re¬ 
demption  of  goods  pawned,  &c. 

An  ad  for  making  perpetual  the 
ad,  14  George  III,  regulating 
mad-houfes, 

St 

An  ad  grafting  new  duties,  in 
lieu  of  the  old  ones  repealed,  on 
low  wines,  fpirits,  &e,  in, Scotland. 

An  ad  to  enable  the  E^ft  India 
company  to  raife  money  by  the 
faje  of  annuities?  Sec* 

An  ad  for  defraying  the  charge* 
of  the  militia  for  1786. 

An  ad  for  the  further  prevent¬ 
ing  frauds  in  the  payment  of  fea- 
men’s  wages,  &c. 

An  ad  repealing  fo  much  of  two 
ads  of  the  14th  and  21ft  George 
1 II.  prohibiting  the  exportation  of 
wool-cards  at  a  limited  price. 

An  ad  to  continue  certain  ads 
relating  to  the  punifhment  of  per¬ 
rons  going  ai  med  or  difgufed  con¬ 
trary  to  the  excife  and  cuftom  laws, 
and  to  prevent  the  committing  of 
frauds  by  bankrupts. 

An  ad  refpeding  the  ad  allowing 
a  bounty  on  the  exportation,  of 
Britifh-made  cordage. 

An  ad  to  indemnify  fuch  perfons 
as  have  omitted  to  indemnify  thein- 
felves  for  offices,  &c. 

An  ad  for  appointing  commiffioit- 
ers  of  the  public  accounts. 

July  10. 

An  ad  for  laying  an  additional 
duty  on  fweets. 

An  ad  for  better  fecuring  the 
duties  on  paper  painted,  printed,  or 
ffained# 

{N)  An 
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An  aft  for  the  more  effectual 
encouragement  ol  the  Britifli  fifli- 
tries. 

An  aft  to  explain  the  aft  for* 
transferring  certain  duties  from  the, 
commiilioners  of  excife  and  damps, 
to  the  .cornmiiliQners  o£~taxes,  &e. 

An  aft  Appointing  commifhoners 
to  enqui rc  into  the  1  oile s  fa H a i ne d 
by  perfons  in  ,.conleq  uence  of- the 
cejthon  of  Florida  to  Spain^ 
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ANECDOTES  and  CFIARACTERS. 


Various  Particulars  of  the  L  1  F  E  of  Lord  DIG  B  Y. 

fjExiracded  from  his  Character,  In  the  Supplement  to  the  Third  Volume 
of  State  Papers,  collefted 


44  O E  was  of  a  very  extraordina- 
If  ry  cortfpofition  by  nature, 
and  if  he  had  not  from  thence  had 
fome  infirmities  very  prevalent  over 
him,  the  advantages  he  had  in  his 
education  mutt  have  rendered  him 
a  perfon  of  rare  perfection  ;  and,  in 
truth,  a  perfon  of  rare  parts  he  was. 
He  was  born  in  Spain,  in  the  early 
growth  ©Phis  father’s  greatnels,  who 
failed  for  many  years  with  a  full 
mile  of  fuccefs,  till  he  Was  grown 
to  a  great  height  both  in  title -and 
fortune.  In  which  time  his  Ion  re¬ 
ceived  all  the  benefits  of  all  forts, 
which  a  liberal  fUpport,  and  a  well 
ordered  education  could  bring  to 
him  ;  and  though  he  made  a  jour¬ 
ney  or  two  into  his  own  country, 
yet  his  whole  breeding  upon  that 
matter  was  in  Spain,  till  he  was 
thirteen  years  of  age;  lb  that  the 
language  might  very  well  be  called 
his  own,  and  no  Spaniard  fpoke  it 
more  naturally  than  he  did  ever  af¬ 
ter.  When  by  the  all-dirpofing 
power  of  the  Duke  of  Buckingham, 
his  father  was  not  only  removed 
from  court,  but  committed  to  the 
Tower*,  he  was  feat  with  a  petition 


by  the  Earl  or  C l  a.re n  d  on. 

to  the  Houfe  of  Commons  on  his 
father’s  behalf,  which  he  delivered 
at  the  bar,  with  a  fhort  Speech  of 
his  own,  which  being  delivered  with 
confidence  by  a  youth  very  young, 
of  delicate  features,  and  a  very 
graceful  perfon,-  made  a  good  im- 
prelllon  on  that  body,  and  caufed 
him  to  be  looked  upon  as  a  young 
'man  of  great  expo  elation ;  but  the 
fame  cloud  of  prejudice  arid  dis¬ 
favour  frill  covering  his  father, 
though  he  had  his  liberty,  the  whole 
family  retired  into  the  country.  His 
father  grew  rich,  and  was  effeemed 
as  a  very  wife  man,  'who  had  failed 
very  profperoufly,  and  made  a  great 
voyage  whilff  the  wind  was  with 
him,  and  when  it  raged  again fl  him 
in  terrible. {forms  and  tempefts  pre- 
ferved  himfelf  unhurt,  and  relied  in 
greater  fecurity  than  his  enemies  ; 
and  it  may  be  his  reputation  and  e- 
fteein  was  the  greater  for  having  no 
favourable  afpeff  from  the  court. 
In  this  calm  the  young  gentleman 
was  fent  to  the  univerfity  of  Oxford, 
being  excellently  prepared  by  his 
youthful  ftudies  for  that  approach, 
and  from  thence,  after  fome  years 
A  z  fpent 
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With  notable  fuccefs  in  all  kind  of 
learning,  he  went  into  France,  in 
the  language  whereof  he  was  well 
verfed,  and  had  been  carefully  in- 
Aruded  ;  and  after  fome  time  fpent 
there,  in  a  condition  liberally  fup- 
ported  for  any  virtuous  improve¬ 
ment  of  himfelf,  but  not  for  riot  or 
impertinence,  he  returned  again  to 
his  country,  and  his  father’s  houfe, 
the  moft  accomplifhed  perfon  that 
that  nation,  or  it  may  be,  that  any 
other  at  that  time  could  prelent  to 
the  world,  to  which  the  beauty, 
comelinefs,  and  gracefulnefs  of  his 
perfon  gave  nofmall  luftre. 

u  When  the  diforders  of  Scotland 
obliged  the  king  to  call  a  Parlia¬ 
ment,  he  was,  by  the  universal  e- 
ledtion  of  the  populous  county 
where  he  lived,  chofen  to  ferve  as 
one  of  their  knights,  where  his 
perfon,  and  his  parts,  and  the  fame 
and  reputation  he  had,  made  him 
quickly  taken  notice  of ;  and  the 
conversation  he  chofe  and  wedded 
himfelf  to,  among  ft  thofe  who  were 
refolved  to  find  fault  with  every 
thing  that  was  amifs,  and  not  to  be 
content  with  any  ordinary  applica¬ 
tion  of  remedies,  made  it  eafily  fore- 
feen  what  counfels  he  meant  to 
follow ;  but  that  ftagc  allowed  fo 
fhort  a  time  for  action,  that  no  pof- 
fible  (ponclufions  could  be  made. 
But  a  few  months  after,  when  the 
difcontents  of  men  were  grown 
higher,  and  the  reverence  to  the 
government  much  impaired,  he  be¬ 
ing  then  returned  again  by  the  fame 
people  to  ferve  in  the  fame  place, 
it  was  quickly  difcovered  that  he 
meant  to  make  himfelf  as  confider- 
ahle  as  he  could,  If  any  thing  was 
fipoken  again  ft  the  government  more 
bluntly  and  rudely,  he  took  up  the 
argument  and  polifhed  it,  making 
the  edge  more  fharp  to  wound  than 
it  was  before,  drefiing  the  general 
charge  with  fome  fmart  inftances, 


which  made  the  enormity  more  fen* 
fib  ft,  and  his  delivery,  and  man¬ 
ner  of  fpeaking,  from  fo  lovely  a 
perfon,  and  a  very  lovely  afpedl  he 
had,  was  fo  graceful  (though  not 
altogether  without  -affe&ation)  that 
it  wonderfully  reconciled  him  *o  his 
auditors.  When  any  grievances  in 
religion  were  touched  upon,  and 
the  government  of  the  church  at- 
iaulted  or  reproached,  no  man  im¬ 
proved  the  difeourfe  with  more  bit- 
ternefs  and  animofity,  fpeaking  of 
the  things  he  would  be  thought  to 
value,  gravely  and  as  it  teemed, 
with  piety  and  devotion  ■  and  of 
the.  per'ons  againft  whom  he  found 
it  grateful  to  inveigh,  wittily,  and 
pleafantly,  and  fcornfully  ;  fo  that 
that  party,  which  had  the  moft  mif- 
chievous  intentions  in  religion,  and 
againft  the  church,  believed  that 
they  had  gotten  a  champion  to  their 
own  defiie,  wrho  would  be  equal  to- 
their  ftouteft  adverfary,  even  to  the 
bifhops  themfelves.  The  greateft 
combination  was,  and  which  was 
leaft  communicated,  the  defign  a- 
gainft  the  Earl  of  Strafford,  which 
was  no  fooner  entered  upon,  and 
fome  fhort  inftances  given  of  his  ex- 
ercife  of  a  very  exorbitant  power  in 
Ireland,  than  he  entered  into  the 
argument,  made  him  the  chief  au¬ 
thor  of  all  that  was  grievous  in  Eng-* 
land,  giving  fome  inftances  of  words 
and  expreffions  he  had  yfed  in  pri-> 
vate  converfation,  of  a  very  unpo¬ 
pular  nature,  which  he  took  upon 
himfelf  to  prove  $  which  fome  very 
confiderable  ahlors  in  that  tragedy 
did  often  proteft  afterwards  was  the 
principal  inducement  to  their  hafty 

refolution  of  charging  that  Earl  with 

0.0 

high  treafop*  And  from  hence  he 
grew  into  fo  entire  a  confidence  with 
the  other  cabal,  which  did  not  then 
confift  of  above  feven  or  eight,  that 
he  was  immediately  received  into 
the  bowels  of  their  defign,  and  made 

one 
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cme  of  thofe  who  were  traded  to 
prepare  fuch  a  charge  againft  the 
Earl,  that  might  fatisfy  the  reft  that 
they  had  done  well  in  acculing  him  j 
and  fo  he  became  quickly  privy  to 
all  their  fecrets,  knew  what  every 
particular  man  thought  he  knew, 
and  by  what  means  they  intended 
to  know  more,  What  proofs  they 
could  for  the  prefent  make,  and  how 
they  meant  to  fupport  and  enlarge 
thofe  truths,  ail  their  arts  and  arti* 
frees,  which  were  necellary  to  be 
communicated  anlongft  themfelves, 
and  with  thofe  Lords  who  were 
joined  with  them,  to  make  their 
confpiracy  more  practicable*  In  a 
word,  the  whole  method  they  pro- 
pofed  for  their  proceedings,  and 
what  they  moll  apprehended  might 
ob  ft  ruffe  thofe  proceedings,  was  as 
clearly  imderftood  by  him  as  by 
Mr.  Pym  and  Mr,  Hainbden  them¬ 
felves,  Having  now  got  himfelf  to 
the  top  of  the  pinnacle,  he  began  to 
look  about  him,  and  take  a  full  pro- 
fpeeft  of  all  that  was  to  be  feen  ;  and 
it  is  very  poilible,  that  the  defperate 
deligns  of  the  perfons  with  whom 
he  had  communicated,  not  anfwer- 
able  to  the  reputation  they  had  of 
integrity  to  the  nation,  the  unin- 
geiiuity  of  their  proceeding,  and  the 
foul  arts  they  could  give  themfelves 
leave  to  life,  to  compafs  any  thing 
they  propofed  to  do  ;  as  in  truth 
their  method  was  find  to  conftdef 
what  was  neceffary  to  be  done  for 
fame  public  end,  and  which  might 
reafonably  enough  be  wiflied  for 
that  public  end,  and  then  to  make 
no  fcruple  of  doing  any  thing  which 
might  probably  bring  the  other  to 
pais,  let  it  be  of  what  nature  it 
would,  and  never  fo  much  concern 
the  honour  or  intereft  of  any  perfon 
Who  they  thought  did  not,  or  would 
not  favour  their  deligns  2  I  fay  pof- 
liblv  this  obfervation  might  make 
tome  impreifion  upon  him,  wh<* 


without  doubt  bad  iio  wicked  pitm 
pofes  himfelf.  Let  what  would  be 
the  caufe  or  the  temptation,  refolwe 
he  did  to  fleer  another  courfe,  and 
to  let  up  for  himfelf  upon  that  ftock 
of  commodities,  in  the  getting  toge¬ 
ther  whereof  there  were  fo  marly 
joint  iharers  with  him  ;  and  fo  he 
found  ways  eaftly  enough  (and  his 
nature  was  marvelloitily  difpofed  to 
that  dexterity)  to  inftnuate  to  the 
court :  that,  if  they  gave  him  tea* 
fons  for  it,  they  might  depend  upon 
his  fervice,  and  that  he  would  make 
it  very  ufeful  to  them  :  and  the 
freights  they  were  in,  and  the  be¬ 
nefit  they  might  receive  from  fuch 
a  promptiiefs,  bringing  him  fuch  a 
return  from  thence  as  he  could  wifh5 
he  took  the  firfb  occafion  (before  he 
was  fo  much  as  fufpef'ted)  to  giv^ 
his  party  caufe  to  believe,  that  he 
meant  not  to  venture  hinifelf  ia 
their  bottom.  As  foon  as  there  was 
an  occafion,  by  the  add  ire  fs  of  a 
great  number  of  minifters  by  way  of 
propofition,  to  reform  many  parti¬ 
culars  both  in  the  dodtrine  and  difei* 
pline  of  the  church,  he  difeoveted 
his  dillike  of  thofe  deftglis  and  the 
fpirit  that  produced  them,  very 
warmly  ;  and  hecaufe  it  was  well 
known  that  many  of  thofe  minifters 
had  had  frequent  communication 
with  him,  and  even  consulted  that 
very  addrefs  by  his  confeiit  and  ap¬ 
probation,  he  took  notice  of  it  him¬ 
felf,  and  feemed  milch  offended  that 
they  had  irilifted  upon  many  parti* 
CUlars  which  he  Had  d:i fallowed1 ; 
and  fo  mentioned  feme  particular 
expreffioils  that  had  puffed  between 
them,  and  which  offended  more  per* 
Ions  than  had  been  privy  to  the  con¬ 
ferences,  and  looked  like  a  dilcovfe* 
ry  of  future  projections  which  Were 
not  yet  ripe.  In  the  public  profe* 
cutiori  of  the  Earl  of  Strafford,  he 
continued  ft  ill  in  the  fame  conjunc¬ 
tion,  and  kept  his  poft  amongft  thofe 
A  3  w hv 
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.were  to  manage  the  e  vidence  againft 
him,  but  with  Such  a  temper  (which 
could  not  be  reasonably  excepted 
again  11)  that  manifefted  enough, 
that  he  neither  brought  the  Spirit, 
nor  would  bring  the  teftimony  they 
expected  from  him;  and  as  Soon  as 
the  trial  was  over,  and  it  was  dis¬ 
cerned  that  the  houfe  of  Peers 
would  not  take  upon  them  the  con¬ 
demning  the  Earl,  but. that  it  would 
.be  neceiTary  to  pafs  an  act  of  Par¬ 
liament  to  that  purpofe,  the  bill 
was  no  Sooner  brought  into  the 
Houfe  of  Commons,  but  he  appear¬ 
ed  molt  violently  again  ft  it,  disco¬ 
vered  many  particulars  which  had 
palled  in  their  molt  private  confe¬ 
rences,  which  he  Said  had  hilt  per¬ 
plexed  him,  and  enlarged  So  pathe¬ 
tically  upon  the  whole  matter,  and 
againlt  the  condemning  of  the  Earl, 
that  that  whole  party  had  So  great 
a  deteitarion  of  him,  that  they  hod 
no  lefs  appetite  to  dehroy  him  than 
tire  Earl  of  Strafford.  And  this  con- 
tell  produced  another  difcovery,  that 
a  very  important  paper  which  had 
been  produced  and  perufed  in  the 
clofe  committee,  and  upon  which 
■they  principally  depended  for  mak¬ 
ing  good  their  charge,  had  been 
taken  away,  and  could  never  after¬ 
wards  be  found  ;  and  it  was  confi¬ 
dently  alleclged,  that  at  the  time 
when  .that  paper  was  laft  Seen,  and 
lay  upon  the  table  in  Mr.  Pym’s 
chamber,  there  were  only  three  per- 
ions  prefent,  whereof  he  was  one. 
This  produced  an  order  in  the 
Houfe,  that  evety  one  of  that  clofe 
.committee,  who  were  about  eight; 
.Should  make  a  folemn  protedation 
in  the  houfe,  that  he  neither  had 
.that  paper,  nor  knew  what  became 
of  ir.  Which  tell  die  chearfully 
Submitted  to,  with  the  molt  folemn 
and  bitter  execrations  that  can  be 
imagined,  upon  himfelf  and  his  fa¬ 
mily,  if  he  knew  what  was  become 

4  .  2 


of  that  paper,  or  if  he  had  ever  ta¬ 
ken  it  away  ;  notwithfanding  which 
they  who  were  angry  with  him  did 
not  believe  him,  and  confidently  re¬ 
ported,  that  it  was  found  afterwards 
among  Some  papers  of  his  which 
were  taken  in  the  houfe  of  his  fa¬ 
ther,  in  the  war;  which  is  not  pro¬ 
bable,  Since  it  may  be  prefumed 
that  a  man  who  had  gotten  it  in  fuch 
a  manner,  would,  at  lead  after  fuch 
an  enquiry  was  made  upon  it,  have 
call  it  into  the  fire,  though  there 
was  hot  then  any  fufpicion  that  fuch 
an  action  could  ever  have  produced 
it. 

u  However  it  was,  the  inconveni¬ 
ence  of  that  difcovery,  produced  by 
the  lurreption  of  that  paper,  that  it 
produced  many  other  notable  dis¬ 
coveries  with  it  which  were  all  call 
upon  his  accompt,  who  was  looked 
upon  as  a  defen  er  at  lead,  if  not  a 
betrayer  of  his  party  ;  and  fo  from 
as  great  a  height  of  applaule,  and 
even  adoration,  which  he  had  at¬ 
tained  to  by  Chridmas,  before  the 
Eader  he  was  fallen  to  fo  low  an 
edeem  with  all  that  people,  that 
they  thought  no  reproach  equal  to 
his  demerit;  and  profecuted  him 
accordingly  with  their  utmoft  am¬ 
mo  fit  y  and  rage. 

“He  was  now  compelled  to  trans¬ 
plant  himfelf  into  the  court,  when 
the  foil  was  neither  fo  fruitful,  nor 
the  air  fo  pleafant  as  it  had  former¬ 
ly  been  ;  indeed,  where  a  .nipping 
frod  had  induced  a  marvellous  de- 
rility,  and  in  this  too  his  conditu- 
tion  was  fo  happy  that  he  found  a 
confolation  for  himfelf,  and  induf- 
trioufly  imputed  that  to  his  genero¬ 
sity  and  election,  which  other  men 
thought  t%be  the  effedt  of  his  ne~ 

O 

ceffity,  and  that  he  could  grow  n<? 
where  elfe,  when  he  endeavoured  to 
grow  there.  It  was  a  very  melan¬ 
choly  feafon  there,  where  mod  of 
thofe  who  had  received  the  greated 

obligations 
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obligations  from  their  mailer,  and 
were  mod  able  to  have  done  him  fer- 
vice,  not  only  forfook  him  but  be  ¬ 
trayed  him  ;  and  in  order  to  getting; 
credit  with  thofe  who  fupprefled  ail 
other  authority,  they  difeovered  all 
they  knew  which  might  advance  the 
evil  defigns  of  the  other  with  whom 
they  refolved  to  go  thorough  fharers 
in  all  that  was  to  be  gotten  ;  and 
the  other  few  who  retained  itill  their 
fidelity  and  their  zeal,  with  indigna¬ 
tion  enough  to  fee  the  back-hiding 
of  their  fellows,  were  yet  fo  terri¬ 
fied  with  the  power  of  the  other, 
and  with  the  perfidioufnefs  that  they 
law  every  day  p  radii  fed,  infomuch 
as  nothing  was  laid  or  done  in  the 
moil  fecret  places  of  the  court,  even 
by  the  king  or  queen  themfeives, 
but  it  was  communicated  to  thofe 
who  had  no  mode  ft y  in  the  conii- 
dering  it,  but  impudently  declared 
that  they  would  remove  all  perfons 
from  the  King  and  Queen,  whofe 
very  looks  were'  not  grateful  to 
them,  of  which  they  had  -already 
given  many  infiances.  So  that  they, 
who,  1  fay,  wanted  not  faith,  were 
yet  without  ikill  toforfeewhat  they 
were  to  do,  and  the  King  himfelf 
found  his  infelicity  to  be  fo  mon- 
ftrous,  that  he  knew  not  with  whom 
to  advife,  nor  in  truth  whom  to 
truit ;  for  they,  who  had  no  mind 
to  betrav  him,  were  betrayed  them- 
felves,  and,  out  of  their  trailing  o~ 
thers,  inade'theinfelves  acceflary  to 
the  betraying  him.  In  this  con- 
j unfit ure  the  vivacity  of  fuch  a 
perfon  could  not  but  be  very  accept¬ 
able,  who  had  a  brain  perpetually 
working,  and  a  conception  and  un- 
derfianding  deliberating  and  refolv- 
ing  together,  and  a  courage  fo  keen 
and  fearlefs,  that  he  wa3  ready  to 
execute  the  fame  minute  whatfoever 
was  refolved.  The  truth  is 

Si  duos  prjeterea  tales  Jdxa  tuliffet 
Terra  vires 
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God  only  knows  what  might,  or 
might  not  have  refill  ted  from  his 

o  t 

bold  temper when  the  party,  that 
did  all  the  mifehief,  was.  made  up 
of  thofe  whole  defpair  of  being  fafe 
any  were  elle,  and  belief  that  the 
king  would  yield  to  any  thing  that 
fhould  be  confidently  demanded, 
had  thrown  into  that  fironger  fide* 
He  could  no  longer  act  upon  the 
fiage  where  he  had  fo  long  flou- 
rifiied,  and  where  his  mercurial 
temper  was  not  grateful,  even  to  ' 
thofe  to  whom  the  violence  and  ill 
defigns  of  the  others  was  vilible  and 
equally  odious  ;  fo  that  he  was 
called  up  by  writ  to  the  Houfe  of 
Peers,  as  fit  to  move  in  that  fphere, 
where  he  no  fooner  came  than  he 
gave  frelh  life  and  vigour  to  it,  the 
real  temper  of  that  houfe  retaining 
a  vigorous  affefifion  to  the  king, 
church,  and  government,  and  con- 
fequently  very  inclined  to  follow  his 
example,  and  to  be  fwayed  by  his 
reafon,  who  always  delivered  him¬ 
felf  with  notable  advantage,  and 
was  now  known  to  be  trailed  bv  the. 
court,  and  fo  like  to  carry  on  their 
defigns  in  the  method  prefcribed 
there,  and  where  he  was  looked 
upon,  not  as  having  deferted  his 
principles  or  his  party,  but  as  a 
prudent  difeoverer  of  their  exorbi¬ 
tant  defigns,  contrary  to  the  prin¬ 
ciples  they  owned,  and  had  fo  re¬ 
tired  himfelf  from  their  dangerous 
converfation  and  lofi  their  confi¬ 
dence,  becaufe  he  would  not  part 
with  his  innocence.  And  truly,  if 
the  too  great  afitivity  and  reftlelTnefs 
of  his  nature  would  have  given  him 
leave  to  have  fat  fiill,  and  expect¬ 
ed,  and  made  ufe  of  thofe  advan¬ 
tages  which  the  hafiy  and  choleric 
humour  of  the  Flo  life  of  Commons 
was  ready,  every  day  to  prefent  to 
them,  and  which  temper  was  the 
utmoft  extent  of  courage  the  Houfe 
of  Peers  could  be  carried  to,  which 
A  4  did 
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did  not  yet  TufpecS^the  defigns  of 
the  worft  men  to  be  fo  monftrous 
as  they  ihortly  after  appeared  to  be, 
it  is  very  probable,  the  wifdom 
and  temper  of  the  one  houfe,  with 
the  concurrence  it  would  have 
found  from  the  major  part  of  the 
other,  which  was  far  from  being 
corrupted,  would  have  prevented 
thofe  calamities,  which,  under  the 
fpecious  authority  ©f  the  Parlia¬ 
ment, were  afterwards  brought  upon 
the  kingdom.  But  his  nature  was 
impatient  of  fuch  repofe,  and  he 
always  embraced  thofe  counfels 
which  were  bolded:  and  mod  hazar¬ 
dous,  which  he  thought  would  give 
a  greater  Itiftre  to  his  wit  and  conduct. 

44 1  his  inconvenient  prefumption 
was  the  longer  from  being  difco- 
vered  or  taken  notice  of,  except 
by  a  few  of  his  molt  intimate  friends, 
by  the  wonderful  faculty  he  had  of 
diffimulation,  which  was  fo  pro¬ 
found,  that  he  appeared  the  molt 
offended  and  enraged  when  he  faw 
any  thing  done  that  was  notorioufly 
diiliked,  and  bitterly  inveighed 
againft  the  authors  of  thofe  coun¬ 
fels  which  himfelf  alone  had  con¬ 
trived,  and  to  the  execution  whereof 
no  man  elfe  was  privy.  So  when 
Be  had  prevailed  with  the  king  to 
caufe  the  fix  membeis  to  be  accuf- 
ed,  and  had  undei  taken  to  caufe 
them  to  be  committed,  when  he 
found  in  the  Houfe  of  Peers  the  ge- 
meral  difapprobation  and  dillike  of 
it,  he  ftood  himfelf  up  and  l’pake 
againft  it,  and  vvhifpercd  the  lord 
Mandeville  in  the  ear,  that  the 
king  would  be  undone  if  he  did  not 
publicly  difcover  thofe  who  had 
given  him  that  counsel,  and  that. he 
would  immediately  go  to  the  court 
and  difpofe  him  to  it ;  when  he- 
alone  was  the  only  man,  who, 
without  communicating  it  to  any 
other,  had  advifed  that  profecu- 
tion,  named  all  the  perfons,  and 
promifed  the  king  to  bring  in  ample 


teftimony  and  e  vidence  againft  them; 
and  all  this  in  a  feafon  when  the 
king's  affairs  were  in  fo  good  a 
poftuie,  that  there  was  no  need 
of  fuch  a  delperate  remedy,  and 
when  the  heart  of  the  contrary 
party  was  fo  near  broken,  that 
they  needed  fuch  an  expedient  t© 
keep  up  their  credit  and  ability 
to  do  farther  mifehief.  And  there¬ 
fore  many  fober  men  detefted  that 
advice  as  the  moft  vifible  intro® 
dudtion  to  all  the  mifery  that  after¬ 
wards  befel  the  king  and  kingdom. 
Yet  his  great  fpirit  was  fo  far  from 
failing,  that  when  he  faw  the  whole 
city  upon  the  matter  in  arms  to 
defend  them,,  knowing  in  what  houfe 
they  were  together,  he  offered  the 
king  with  a  feleCt  number  of  a 
dozen  gentlemen,  who  he  prefumed 
would  ftick  to  him  to  feize  upon 
their  perfons,  dead  or  alive,  and 
without  doubt  he  would  have  done 
it,  which  muft  likewife  have  had  a 
wonderful  eftedt.  But  that  cou li¬ 
fe  1  being  rejected,  and  finding  his 
credit  abated  in  all  places,  he  trail* 
{ported  himfelf  out  of  the  kingdom, 
and  was  Ihortly  after,  by  a  wonder¬ 
ful  retaliation  of  Providence,  and 
in  the  fame  method  of  contempt 
which  he  had  caufe  to  be  pradiifed 
towards  the  other  (by  publifliing, 
a  proclamation  to  reftrain  them 
from  going  out  of  the  kingdom, 
when  he  knew  they  were  together 
in  London,  and  environed  with  a 
ftrength  and  power  enough  to  drive 
the  king  himfelf  from  Whitehall, 
as  they  Ihortly  did),  accufed  of  high 
treafon,  upon  the  moft  flight  and. 
trivial  luggeftions,  and  a  proclama¬ 
tion  ift'ued  out  for  his  appreheniion  ^ 
all  which  would  have  brought 
another  man  to  make  ferious  re¬ 
flections  upon  himfelf,  and  extin- 
ruiflied  that  inordinate  heat  of 

o 

brain  and  fancy,  which  had  1b  often; 
tranfported  him  to  unreafanabl®' 
and  unprofperous  refolutions.  Bute 
i.  alh 
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alt  this  nothing  allayed  that  flame* 
or  extinguiftied  that  lire  in  him  ; 
but  as  foon  as  the  war  broke  'out*  or 
rather  4s  foon  as  there  was  any 
appearance  of  it,  he  retranfported 
himfclf  again  into  England,  raifed 
a  regiment  of  horfe,  and  charged 
in  the  head  of  it  at  the  battle  of 
Edge-hill,  with  as  much  courage 
as  any  man,  and  afterwards  march¬ 
ed  with  prince  Rupert  towards  the 
North  ;  and  in  the  way,  finding 
the  Clofe  in  the  city  of  Litchfield 
garrifoned  by  the  rebels,  and  fecurcd 
by  a  firong  old  wall  and  a  mote, 
and  the  prince  refolving  to  reduce 
it,  he  cau fed  his  foot  to  ilorm  it, 
which  being  beaten  oft',  and  indeed 
not  being  futficient  in  number  to 
make  fuch  a  general  affault  as  was 
neceffitry,  the  other,  to  encourage 
the  officers  of  the  horfe  to  make  an 
attempt  in  another  place,  offered 
hirnfelf  to  go  at  the  head  of  them, 
and  fo  led  them  through  the  mote 
to  another  part  of  the  wall  which 
was  thought  to  be  weaker  ;  by 
means  whereof,  and  the  garrifon 
within  being  divided  into  leveral 
quarters,  the  foot  entered  the  place, 
and  made  themfelves  mailers  of  it 
with  great  difficulty,  and  with  great 
lofs,  and  very  many  of  the  horfe 
officers  who  entered  by  the  mote 
were  killed,  and  the  reft  beaten  oft', 
hirnfelf  being  in  the  mud  to  the 
middle,  and  diet  through  the  thigh 
with  a  musket  bullet,  was  wonder¬ 
fully  brought  off,  and  afterwards 
recovered  his  wounds  ;  but  not 
finding  that  refpect  from  the  prince 
which  he  had  prom i fed  hirnfelf,  he 
gave  up  his  regiment  of  horfe  and 
retired  to  the  court,  where  he 
was  fare  to  find  good  counte¬ 
nance. 

u  Though  he  had  thus  difeha-rged 
hirnfelf  from  any  command  in  the 
army,  he  was  always  ready  to 
engage  hirnfelf’  as  a  volunteer  with 
k*.  upon  any  briik  adventure-;  fo 


he  was,  after  the  relief  of  Glou- 
cefter,  in  the  purfuit  of  the  earl 
of  Efl’ex’s  army,  and  was  in  the  firft 
engagement  at  Aubourne,  where 
he  was  hurt,  and  had  all  the  powder, 
of  a  piftol  fliot  in  his  face,  by 
which  it  was  thought  he  had  loit 
both  his  eyes,  the  bullet  dropping 
or  palling  by  ;  and  the  lord  Falk¬ 
land  being  the  next  day  killed  at 
Newberry,  he  was  ftiortly  after 
made  fecretary  of  flats,  and  betook 
hirnfelf  to  the  difeharge  of  it,  with 
great  intentnefl  of  mind  and  in- 
duftry  enough,  and  continued  ia 
that  employment  many  years  ;  ia 
all  which  time  he  ran  many  adven¬ 
tures,  and  frequently  found  hirnfelf 
at  a  lofs  when  he  believed  he  had 
attained  his  point,  and  at  raft  found 
the  greateft  part  of  the  officers  of 
the  army  fo  implacably  irreeonciler! 
towards  him,  that  he  was  again 
forced  to  retire  from  his  majeftyN 
fervice  with  his  full  approbation 
and  confeitf,  who  in  truth,  could  not 
but  find  him  at  leaft  very  unfor¬ 
tunate.  And  by  degrees,  after  fe- 
veral  very  brilk  attempts  of  feveral 
kinds,  in  which  he  file  wed  as  muck 
refoludon  and  dexterity  as  could  be 
expedied  from  a  man  of  great  wit 
and  unqueftionable  courage,  he  was 
forced  to  tranfport  hirnfelf  into' 
Ireland,  about  the  time  that  the 
prince  of  Wales  (after  fo  great  Me- 
cefles  of  the  rebels,  and  the  king’s 
armies  being  upon  the  matter  totally 
defeated)  by  his  father’s  command  to 
tranfport  hirnfelf  out  of  England,, 
took  his  firlt  refuge  in  the  ifle  of 
Sally,  from  whence  he  might  na¬ 
turally  fend  to,  and  receive  in¬ 
telligence  from  Ireland. 

This  was  now  a  feene  fit  for 
the  other’s  activity,  and  being  re¬ 
ceived  very  kindly  by  the  lord 
lieutenant,  out  of  refpedt  to  his 
perion,  and  the  charadfer  he  had 
under  the  king,  he  quickly  took 
upon  him  to  fay  any  thing  in  the 

king’s 
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king’s  name,  which  the  lord  lieu¬ 
tenant  believed  (for  he  was  fleered 
by  him)  might  contribute  to  his 
majetiy’s  fervice  in  a  time  of  fo  great 
Jealouiy.  About  the  fame  time  an 
exp  refs  arrived  from  Scilly,  who 
was  lent  thence  to  the  lord  lieute¬ 
nant  from  the  prince  of  Wales,  to 
inform  his  lordfhip,  that  his  high- 
ne’fs  was  newly  retired  to  that 
bland,  where  he  meant  to  r elide  as 
long  as  he  lhould  find  it  conve¬ 
nient  ;  and  becaule  the  illand  was 
poor  and  unfurnifired  with  men,  his 
highnefs  wilhed  that  he  might  have 
a  hundred  men  font  him,  with  good 
officers,  for  a  guard  to  his  perlbn  ; 
Laving  fent  at  the  lame  time  to  his 
joyal  mother  the  queen,  who  was 
then  at  Paris,  to  procure  him 
money  from  thence  for  the  lupport 
of  his  perfon,  and  the  payment  of 
the  foldiers.  This  news  came  no 
fooner  to  Dublin,  but  the  perfon 
we  mentioned  prefently  conceived 
that  the  prince’s  prefence  in  Ireland 
would  fettle  and  compofe  all  the 
fad! ions  there,  reduce  the  kingdom 
to  his  majeftv’s  fervice,  and  oblige 
the  Pope’s  Nuncio,  who  was  an 
enemy  to  the  peace,  to  quit  his  am¬ 
bitious  defigns.  The  lord  lieute¬ 
nant  had  fo  good  an  opinion  of  that 
expedient,  that  he  could  have  been 
very  well  contented,  that,  when  his 
highnefs  had  been  forced  to  leave 
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England,  he  had  rather  chofen  to 
have  made  Ireland  than  Scillv  his 
retreat;  but  being  a  wife  man,  and 
having  many  difficulties  before  him 
in  view,  and  the  apprehenfion  of 
many  contingencies  which  might 
increafe  thole  difficulties,  he  would 
not  take  upon  him  to  give  advice 
in  a  point  of  fo  great  importance  ; 
but  forthwith,  having  a  couple  of 
frigates  ready,  he  cauled  a  hundred 
men  with  their  officers  to  be  pre¬ 
fently  put  on  board  according  to  his 
highnefs’s  deiire,  and  the  lord  Digby 
{who  always  concluded  that  that 


was  lit  to  be  done,  which  his  fir  ft 
thoughts  fuggelied  to  him,  and 
never  doubted  the  execution  of  anv 
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thing  which  he  once  thought  fit  to 
be  attempted)  put  himfelf  on  board 
thefe  vc  lie  Is,  refolving  that  upon 
the  ftrength  of  his  own  reafbn  he 
Hio uid  be  able  to  perfuade  the 
prince,  and  the  council  which  at¬ 
tended  him,  forwith  to  quit  Scilly, 
and  to  repair  to  Dublin  ;  which  he 
did  not  doubt  might  be  brought 
to  pals  in  that  w'av  that  would  have 
been  grateful  to  the  lord  lieutenant. 
The  prince  within  a  fortnight  after 
his  coming  to  Scilly,  which  was  in 
March,  found  the  place  not  fo 
11  l  ong  as  he  had  underllood  it  to  be, 
that  the  illand  was  very  poor,  and 
that  he  fhould  not  be  able  to  draw 
any  provisions  thither  from  Corn¬ 
wall,  bv  which  commerce  thofe 
illands  had  Hill  been  fupported  ;  he 
refolved  therefore,  before  the  year 
advanced  farther,  when  the  leas, 
were  like  to  be  more  infelled  with 
the  enemy’s  lliips,  to  transport  him¬ 
felf  to  jerfey,  which  he  did  very 
happily,  and  found  it  to  be  a  place 
in  all  refpedfs  very  fit  to  reiide  in, 
till  he  might  better  underhand  the 
prefent  condition  of  England,  and 
receive  foine  poiitive  advice  from 
the  king  his  father.  But  by  this 
fudden  remove  of  the  prince  from 
Scillv,  the  two  frigates  from  Dublin 
milled  finding  him  there,  and  the 
lord,  whofe  order  they  were  obliged 
to  obferve,  made  all  the  hafte  he 
could  to  Jerfey,  where  he  arrived 
well,  and  found  the  prince  there 
with  many  other  of  his  friends  who 
attended  his  highnefs ;  the  two 
lords  being  gone  but  the  day  before 
to  attend  the  queen.  He  loft  no 
time  in  informing  his  highnefs  of 
the  happy  ftate  and  condition  of 
Ireland,  that  the  peace  was  con¬ 
cluded,  and  an  army  of  twelve 
thoufand  men  ready  to  be  tranl- 
ported  into  England,  of  the  great 

zeal 
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^eal  and  affection  the  lord  llemenant 
had  for  his  fervice,  and  that  if  his 
hig'hnefs  would  repair  thither,  he 
iliould  find  the  whole  kingdom  de¬ 
voted  to  his  fervice  ;  and  thereupon 
po  fifty  ely  advifed  him,  without  fur¬ 
ther  deliberation,  to  put  himfelf 
aboafid  thole  frigates,  which  were 
excellent  iailers,  and  fit  for  his  fe- 
cure  tranfportation.  The  prince 
told  him  that  it  was  a  matter  of 
greater  importance  than  Was  fit  to 
be  executed  upon  fo  fihort  delibe¬ 
ration,  that  he  no  fooner  arriv¬ 
ed  at  Jerfev  than  he  received  letters 
from  the  queen  his  mother,  re¬ 
quiring-  him  forthwith  to  come  to 
Paris,  where  all  things  were  pro¬ 
vided  for  his  reception,  that  he  had 
lent  two  of  the  lords  of  the  council 
to  the  queen,  to  excufe  him  for  not 
giving  ready  obedience  to  her  com¬ 
mands,  and  to  allure  her  that  he 
was  in  a  place  of  unqueftionable  fecu- 
rity,m  which  he  might  fafely  expect 
to  hear  from  the  king  his  father 
before  betook  any  other  refolution. 
That  it  would  be  very  incongruous 
now  to  remove  from  thence,  and 
to  go  into  Ireland  before  his  meffe ti¬ 
gers  returned  from  Paris,  in  which 
time  he  might  reajfonably  hope  to 
hear  from  rhe  king  himfelf,  and 
fo  wiflied  him  to  have  patience  till 
the  matter  was  more  ripe  for  a  de¬ 
termination.  This  reafonable  an- 
fwer  gave  him  no  latifadlion,  he 
commended  the  prince's  averfenefs 
from  going  into  France,  which  he 
faid  was  the  moll  pernicious  counfel 
that  ever  could  be  given  ;  /that  it 
was  a  thing  the  king  his  father  ab¬ 
horred,  and  never  could  confept 
to  ;  and  that  he  would  take  upon 
himfelf  to  write  to  the  queen,  and 
to  give  her  fuch  folid  advice  and 
reafons  that  fhould  infallibly  con¬ 
vert  her  from  that  defire,  and  that 
Ihtmld  abundantly  fatisfy  her,  that 
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his  going  into  Ireland  was  ab  fo- 
lutely  neceffary  ;  but  that  a  little 
delay  in  the  execution  of  it,  might 
deprive  them  of  all  the  fruit  which 
was  to  be  expended  from  that  jour¬ 
ney,  and  therefore  renewed  his  ad¬ 
vice  and  importunity  for  loling  no. 
more  time,  but  immediately- to  em¬ 
bark.  Which  when  he  law  was  not 
like  to  prevail  with  his  high nefs, 
he  immediately  repaired  to  one  of 
thole  of  the  privy  council  who\  at¬ 
tended  the  prince,  with  whom  he 
had  a  particular  iriendfhip,  and 
lamented  to  him  the  lots  of  iuch  an 
occafion,  which  would  inevitably 
refiore  the  king,  who  would  be 
equally  ruined  it  the  prince  went 
into  France,  of  which  he  fpake 
with  all  the  deteilation  imaginable, 
and  faid,  he  was  lb  far  fatisfied  in. 
his  confidence  of  the  benefit  that 
would  redound  from  the  one,  and 
the  ruin  which  would  inevitably 
fall  out  by  the  other,  that  he  laid, 
if  the  perfon  with  whom  he  held 
this  conference  would  concur  with 
him,  he  would  carry  the  prince  into 
Ireland,  even  without  and  againft 
his  cenfent.  The  other  perfon 
anfwered,  that  it  was  not  to  be  at¬ 
tempted  without  his  confirm,  nor 
could  he  imagine  it  poffible  to  bring 
it  to  pafs  if  they  fhould  both  en¬ 
deavour  it  ;  he  replied,  that  he 
would  invite  the  prince  on  board 
the  frigates  to  a  collation,  and  that 
he  knew  well  he  could  fo  commend 
the  veifels  to  him,’  that  his  own 
curiofity  would  eafily  invite  him  to 
a  view  of  them,  and  that  as  foon  as 
he  was  on  board,  he  would  caufe 
the  fails  to  be  hoifted  up,  and 
make  no  flay  till  he  came  into  Ire¬ 
land.  The  other  was  very  angry 
with  him  for  entertaining  fuch  ima- 
gmations,  and  told  him  they  nei¬ 
ther  agreed  with  his  wifdom  nor 
his  duty,  and  left  him  in  delpair  of 
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Bis  conjCtoftion,  ami  at  the  fame 
time  of  being  able  to  compafs  it. 
He  had  no  fooner  difeharged  him¬ 
felf  of  this  imagination*  but  in  the 
infhmt  (as  he  had  a  mod  pregnant 
fancy)  he  entertained  another  with 
the  fame  vigour-,  and  refolved  with 
all  poiilble  expedition  to  find  him¬ 
felf  at  Paris,  not  making  the  lead 
quedion  but  that  he  fhould  con¬ 
vert  the  Queen  from  any  farther 
thought  of  fending  for  the  Prince 
into  France,  and  as  eafily  obtain 
fier  confent  and  approbation  for  his 
repairing'  into  Ireland ;  and  he 
made  as  little  doubt*  with  the 
queen’s  help,  and  by  his  own  dex¬ 
terity,  to  prevail  with  France  to 
fend  a  good  fuppiy  of  money  by 
him  into  Ireland,  by  which  he 
ihould  acquire  a  mod  univerfal  re¬ 
putation,  and  be  the  mod  welcome 
man  alive  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant ; 
and  tranfported  with  this  happy  au- 
guration,  he  left  Jerfey,  leaving  at 
the  fame  time  his  two  {hips  and  his 
foldiers,  and  half  a  dozen  gentle¬ 
men  of  quality,  who,  upon  his  de¬ 
lire,  and  many  promifes,  had  kept 
Mm  company  from  Ireland  without 
one  penny  of  money  to  fubiid  upon 
during  his  ab fence* 

6i  Whild  the  civil  wars  of  France 
continued,  and  every  day  difcover¬ 
ed  treachery  and  falfehood  in  the 
court,  amongft  thofe  who  were 
lead  fufpe£ted,  his  credit  grew  to 
that  degree  both  with  the  queen  and 
the  cardinal,  that  he  was  admitted 
into  the  greated  truft,  and  was,  in 
truth,  ready  for  the  bolded  under¬ 
takings,  in  which  he  had  lometimes 
fuccefs,  which  he  never  forgot,  but 
he  never  remembered  want  of  it,  or 
when  he  had  iticceeded  very  ill ; 
and  was  as  prepared  for  any  new 
undertaking.  And  in  truth,  the 
changes  he  met  with,  and  even  the 
reparations  he  forru'times  received, 
might  well  work  upon  a  nature  lei's 
{"anguine  thanjiis.  Upon  the  king’s 


fird  coming  to  Paris  after  the  mar* 
ther  of  his  father,  at  which  time  he 
flood  poflefl’ed  of  the  office  of  fecre* 
tary  of  date,  he  had  fome  very  good 
friends  about  the  young  king,  who 
did  wifh  that  he  might  receive  all 
gracious  treatment  from  his  majefi* 
ty,  as  a  man  who  had  behaved  him- 
felf  faithfully  and  fignally  in  the 
fervice  of  his  father,  and  being  of 
that  rank  and  quality  as  had  feldom 
received  any  diminution  upon  the 
fucceffion  of  the  crown*  But  his 
majefly  very  quickly  difcovered 
fuch  an  averfion  for  him,  that  he 
did  not  receive  him  with  any  de¬ 
gree  of  grace,  nor  admit  him  into  a- 
ny  kind  of  confultation,  there  be¬ 
ing  fome  perfons  of  inferior  condi¬ 
tion  about  him  who  had  made  it 
their  bufinefs  to  make  the  worft  im- 
prefiion  they  could  of  him,  princi* 
pally  infilling  into  him,  that  he 
was  the  moft  obnoxious  perfon  in 
England,  and  the  moft  ingrateful 
to  all  degrees  of  perfons,  and  there¬ 
fore  his  majefly  could  not  do  a  more 
unpopular  thing  than  to  receive 
fuch  a  perl'on  into  any  kind  of  cre¬ 
dit  with  him.  Thefe  and  the  like 
infufions  prevailed  fo  far,  as  that 
an  obftinate  averfion  was  too  eafily 
difcovered  by  thofe  who  flood  very 
near,  and  he  himfelf  difcerned  it 
loon  enough  not  to  expofe  himfelf 
till  it  was  difcerned  by  others  at  a 
farther  diftance  $  and  therefore  he 
fpeedily  withdrew  himfelf  from  any 
farther  attendance,  and  retired  to 
his  command  in  the  army,  where 
he  grew  every  day,  and  where  he 
pleafed  himfelf  with  the  having  dif¬ 
eharged  his  duty  in  the  overture  of 
his  fervice,  and  as  much,  that  that 
overture  was  rejedled,  the  accep¬ 
tance  whereof  might  have  made  him 
lefs  felicitous  to  have  profecutred  his 
fortune,  which  Providence  had  laid 
before  him  in  a  more  fpecious  way. 
And  in  his  refentments  of  this  kind 
he  was  naturally  very  {harp  and 
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flowing,  let  the  pcrfons  be  of  what 
quality  foever,  which  were  to  be 
mentioned  upon  thofe  occaiions ; 
and  yet  within  two  or  three  years, 
together  with  the  prog-refs  he  made 
in  the  war,  he  recovered  fo  much 
credit  with  the  perfon  of  the  king-, 
by  his  own  pure  addrefs  and  dexte¬ 
rity,  that  he  not  only  made  •hjyn- 
felf  acceptable  to  him  in  converla- 
tion,  but  fo  gracious,  that  he  made 
him  knight  of  the  order,  which  was 
the  greatefl  honour  he  could  bellow, 
and  the  moil  ufeful  to  the  perfon 
on  whom  he  bellowed  it.  And  here 
he  again  congratulated  his  liars  for 
the  neglect  and  affront  he  had  for¬ 
merly  fuftained,  and  his  own  geni¬ 
us  for  the  honour  and  reparation  he 
had  wrought  out  for  himfeli  by  his 
wifdom  in  fupporting  it ;  and  at  the 
time  when  he  had  this  obliga¬ 
tion  conferred  upon  him,  the  king 
was  at  the  Louvre  with  his  Mother, 
and  the  city  of  Paris<  with  many  of 
the  princes,  in  rebellion.  Whilft 
the  king  and  his  army  were  about 
St.  Germains,  he  frankly  under¬ 
took,  by  his  pretence  to  pay  his  duty 
to  the  King,  that  he  would  intro¬ 
duce  officers  and  men  enough  to  pof- 
fefs  himfelfof  the  Louvre,  where  the 
King  was  in  great  jealoufy  and  um¬ 
brage  with  the  princes  and  the  city ; 
and  when  the  execution  of  this  de- 
fign  was  by  fome  accident  interrupt¬ 
ed,  he  never  thought  he  owed  an 
apology  to  the  King  for  engaging 
in  inch  an  enterprize,  in  which  his 
perfon  and  his  honour  was  to  be  lo 
much  concerned,  without  fo  much 
as  communicating  it  to  himfelf,  but 
would  with  all  affurance  declare, 
that  he  ought  not  to  let  the  King 
know  of  it,  becaufe  it  could  not  be 
prefumed  he  would  confent  to  it,  and 
then  it  would  be  in  his  power  to 
prevent  it ;  and  therefore  it  ought 
to  be  done  without  his  privity, 
which  would  abfolve  him  from  be¬ 


ing  thought  to  have  a  hand  in  it# 
and  the  advantage  would  be  fo  great 
to  the  King  of  France’s  fervice,  and 
his  own  glory  in  the  luffre  of  fuck 
an  a&ion,  that  he  was  obliged  ia 
honour  to  undertake  it. 

“  It  is  pity  that  his  whole  life 
fhould  not  be  exactly  and  carefu  iy 
written,  and  it  would  be  as  muck 
pity  that  any  body  elfe  fhould  do 
it  but  himfelf,  who  could  only  da* 
it  to  the  life  ;  and  make  the,  trueit 
deferiptions  of  all  his  faculties  and 
paffions,  and  appetites,  and  the  full 
operation  of  them  ;  and  he  would 
do  it  with  as  much  ingenuity  and 
integrity  as  any  man  could  do,  and 
expofe  himfelf  as  much  to  the  cen- 
fure  and  reproach  of  other  men,  as 
the  malice  of  his  greateff  enemy 
could  do  ;  for  in  truth  he  does  be¬ 
lieve  many  of  thofe  particular  ac¬ 
tions,  which  fevere  and  rigid  men 
do  look  upon  as  disfigurings  of  the 
other  beautiful  part  of  his  life,  t® 
be  great  luflre  and  ornament  to  it; 
and  would  rather  expofe  it  nakedly 
to  have  the  indiferetion  and  unwar¬ 
rantable  part  of  it  cenfured,  than 
that  the  fancy  and  high  projection 
fhould  be  concealed,  it  being  an  in¬ 
firmity  that  he  would  not  part  with# 
to  believe  that  a  very  ill  thing  fub- 
tilly  and  warily  defigned,  and  well 
and  bravely  executed,  is  much  wor¬ 
thier  of  a  great  fpirit  than  a  faint 
acquiefcence  under  any  infelicity# 
merely  to  contain  himfelf  within 
the  bounds  of  innocence  :  and  yet 
if  any  man  concludes  from  hence 
that  he  is  of  a  fierce  and  impetuous 
difjpofitiort,  and  prepared  to  under¬ 
take  the  word:  enterprize,  he  will 
find  cable  enough  to  believe  him¬ 
felf  miffaken,  and  that  he  hatbfoft- 
neis  and  tendernefs  enough  about 
him  to  reflrain  him,  not  only  from 
ill,  but  even  from  unkind  and  ill- 
natured  afUons.  No  man  loves 
more  paffionately  and  violently,  at 
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leaft  makes  more  lively  expreffions 
of  it ;»  and  that  his  hatred  and  ma¬ 
lice,  which  Sometimes  brake  out 
from  him  with  great  impetuofity, 
as  if  he  would  deltroy  all  he  diflikes, 
it  not  compounded  proportionably 
out  of  the  fame  fiery  materials,  ap¬ 
pears  in  this,  that  he  would  not  on¬ 
ly,  upon  very  ihort  warning  and 
very  eafy  add  refs,  trull  a  man  who 
had  done  him  injury  to  a  very  not¬ 
able  degree,  but  even  fuch  a  man 
as  he  him! elf  had  provokfed  beyond 
the  common  bounds  of  reconcilia¬ 
tion  ;  he  doth  not  believe  that  any 
bodv  he  loves  fo  'well,  can  be  un¬ 
loved  by  any  body  elfe  ;  and  that 
whatever  prejudice  is  contrahied  a- 
garnft  him,  he  could  remove  it  if  he 
were  but  admitted  to  conference 
with  them  which  own  it.  No  man 
can  judge,  hardly  gucfs,  by  what 
he  hath  done  formerly,  what  he 
will  do  in  the  time  to  come ;  whether 
his  virtues  will  have  the  better,  and 
triumph  over  his  vanities,  or  whe¬ 
ther  the  ft'rength  and  vigour  of  his 
ambition  and  other  exorbitances 
will  be  able  to  fuppreis  and  even 
extinguish  his  better  difpofed  in¬ 
clinations  aud  refolutions,  the  Sue- 


cefs  of  which  will  always  depend 
upon  circumftances  and  contingen¬ 
cies,  and  from  fomewhat  without, 
and  not  within  himfelf.  I  fhould 
not  imagine  that  ever  his  activity, 
will  be  attended  with  luccefs  or  Se¬ 
curity  ;  but,  without  doubt,  if  ever 
his  reflections  upon  the  vanity  of 
the  world  difpofe  him  to  contemn 
it,  and  to  betake  himfelf  to  a  con¬ 
templation  of  God  and  nature,  or 
to  a  liririt  and  Severe  devotion,  to 
which  he  hath  Sometimes  Some 
temptation,  if  not  inciinatiorf ;  or 
if  a  fatietv  in  w refiling  and  drug- 
gding  in  the  world,  or  a  defpair  of 
profpering  by  thole  llrugglings, 
Shall  prevail  with  him  to  aban¬ 
don  thofe  conteSts,  and  retire  at 
a  good  didance  from  the  court, 
to  his  book  and  a  contemplative 
life,  he  may  live  to  a  great  and 
a  long;  age,  and  will  be  able  to 
leave  Such  information  and  adver¬ 
tisements  of  all  kinds  to  poflerity, 
that  he  will  be  looked  upon  as  a 
great  mirror,  by  which  well  dif¬ 
pofed  men  may  learn  to  drefs  them- 
Selves  in  the  bed  ornaments,  and 
to  Spend  their  lives  to  the  bell  ad¬ 
vantage  of  tlieir  country. 
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a  T  T  E  was  a  man  of  a  temper 
fjf  and  conftitution  which  made 
him  incapable  of  being  happy ;  for, 
though  he  loved  himfelf  above  all 
the  world,  and  believed  himfelf  to 
be  the  wifeft  man  and  the  bell 
Soldier  of  the  nation,  and  had  places 
and  preferments  proportionable  to 
Very  great  merit  (when,  in  truth, 
he  had  been  liberally  rewarded  for 
all  the  Services  he  had  done,  or 
could  ever  do,  when  he  was  knight¬ 


ed)  ;  yet,  with  that  favourable 
opinion  of  himfelf,  he  had  fo  great 
an  undervaluing  of  all  other  men, 
that  he  was  more  grieved  and  af- 
fluffed  at  any  good  fortune,  or  pre¬ 
ferment  which  other  men  attained 
to,  than  delighted  with  any  pro¬ 
motion  that  befel  himfelf ;  though, 
confidering  his  great  infirmities, 
his  weaknels,  and  his  vanity,  which 
were  not  concealed,  he  had  a  grea¬ 
ter  proportion  of  good  fortune  than 
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my  man  of  that  time.  They  who 
lad  known  him  throughout  the 
whole  courfe  of  his  life,  did  believe 
ais  too  good  fucceis  in  the  world, 
ogether  with  the  pride  and  vanity 
•hat  he  contracted  from  that  fuccefs, 
lb  changed  and  corrupted  his  na¬ 
ture,  that  there  remained  in  him 
nothing  of  that  ingenuity,  modefty, 
it  generohty  which  made  him  liked 
and  beloved  in  his  younger  time. 

“  He  was  born  a  younger  brother 
of  a  very  good  family  in  the  Weft, 
where  his  father  was  owner  of  a 
very  fair  eftate,  and  a  good  intereft 
and  reputation,  and  lived  with 
more  fplendour  than  his  neighbours 
of  his  own  rank,  which  catlfed  fome 
breach  and  wafte  in  his  eftate ;  fo 
that,  having  many  younger  foils, 
he  gave  them  good  education,  and 
left  them  only  moderate  annuities 
to  fupport  their  pretences  in  the 
world.  This  gentleman  was  the 
youngeft  of  five  or  fix  fonsy  and 
being  but  a  boy  at  the  death  ot  his 
father,  was  left  under  the  tuition 
of  his  mother,  who  was  a  wife 
woman,  and  took  care  of  his  breed¬ 
ing,  and  lent  him  to  the  univeriity 
of  Oxford,  where  he  fpent  two  or 
three  years  as  well  or  better  than 
gentlemen  of  that  age  ufually  do  ; 
and  then  his  inclinations  carried 
him  to  London,  which  was  the 
fcene  upon  which  adftive  men  firft 
fhewed  themfelves.  As  he  was  ot 
a  very  good  extraction  by  his  Ether, 
fo  he  was  by  his  mother  allied  to 
two  good  families,  which  at  that 
time  made  fome  eclat  in  the  court, 
the  jermvns  and  the  Killigrevvs, 
who  were  both  poftefted  of  very  fair 
fortunes  in  their  feveral  countries  ; 
and  by  which,  together  with  very 
good  na  ural  faculties,  they  endea¬ 
voured  to  promote  themfelves  in 
the  court,  and  were  in  very  good 
jpftimation  there,  and  infebled  all 
their  allies  with  an  appetite  to  plant 


in  that  climate.  This  gentleman 
chofe  firft  to  fee  foreign  armies 
abroad,  as  two  of  his  brothers  had 
done  before  :  and  fo  going  firft  into 
the  Low  Countries,  he  chofe  to  go 
into  Germany  with  general  Morgan* 
when  he  polfefted  himlelf  of  Stade, 
where  he  had  fome  command,  but 
his  health  not  agreeing  with  that 
climate,  he  removed  into  France, 
and  having  fpent  fome  rime  there, 
returned  into  England,  and  renew¬ 
ed  his  old  inclinations  and  appli¬ 
cations  to  the  court;  but  finding 
the  a  (cents  there  not  made  with 
that  expedition  as  they  have  been 
fince,  and  being  in  his  nature  a  little 
unfteady  and  irrefolute,  refolved  to 
apply  himlelf  to  filth  a  courfe  of 
life  as  might  fit  him  for  bull n el's, 
and  fo  intitle  him  to  make  other 
pretences  in  the  court  than  to  be  a 
mere  courtier,  and  with  this  refo- 
lution  he  made  another  journey 
into  France  to  make  himlelf  perfect 
in  that  language  ;  and  from  thence 
made  a  journey  into  Spain,  and 
thereby  obtained  a  competency  in 
that  tongue  ;  and  with  thefe  facui- 
ties  and  qualifications  he  returned 
into  England  to  profecure  his  pre¬ 
tences  in  the  court.  Fie  was  at 
this  time  generally  beloved,  and 
was  always  found  in  the  be  ft  com¬ 
pany,  where  he  was  very  acceptable, 
being  a  man  of  g*ood  parts,  and 
better  bred,  having  feen  more  of 
the  world  than  molt  other  men. 
of  that  time,  and  being  free  from 
any  lewd  and  Scandalous  vices  ; 
and  in  this  ftate  was  well  known 
in  the  town  and  in  the  court.  And 
an  occalion  failing  our,  in  which 
the  king  thought  it  neceftfary  to 
fend  an  envoy  to  the  court  of 
Sweden,  he  was  made  choice  of, 
and  performed  his  employment  with 
approbation,  and  was  fliorrly  after 
rewarded  with  a  place  of  attendance 
about  the  queen,  in  the  office  of 
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gentleman  Ewer,  which  was  a  re¬ 
lation  the  modefty  of  that  time 
thought  a  very  good  preferment ; 
and  to  hiinit  was  the  more  valuable, 
becaufe  his  family  and  kindred  were 
very  powerful  on  that  fide  of  the 
ho  ufe,  and  the  greateft  favours  pall: 
by  the  queen’s  mediation  or  ap¬ 
probation »  But  the  troubles  com¬ 
ing  on,  he  eafily  got  a  difpeniation 
for  his  attendance  at  court,  and 
engaged  himfelf  in  the  fir  ft  levies, 
and  having  the  reputation  of  know¬ 
ing  {bmewhat  of  war,  which  few 
young  men  could  then  pretend  to, 
he  commanded,  the  earl  of  Hol¬ 
land’s  own  troop,  he  being  then 
general  of  the  horfe ;  and  particu¬ 
larly  kind  to  this  gentleman.  That 
war  was  quickly  ended,  but  it  pro¬ 
duced  another  which  lafted  too 
long,  in  the  beginning  whereof  he 
grew  to  be  a  major  of  horfe  ;  and 
being  of  the  court  as  well  as  the 
camp,  and  a  man  generally  efteem- 
ed,  he  was  embarked  in  fome  in¬ 
trigues  with  his  friends  at  court, 
which  being  ill  founded,  and  hav¬ 
ing  fuccefs  accordingly,  he  was 
forced  to  leave  the  kingdom,  and 
upon  his  return  was  committed  to 
the  Tower  by  the  parliament,  as  a 
man  difaffedted  to  their  proceedings, 
which  made  him  more  known,  and 
gave  him  more  credit,  without  any 
farther  inconvenience  to  him.  So 
when  the  king  withdrew  to  York, 
and  fent  the  marquis  of  Hertford 
with  a  com  million  to  fecure  the 
Vdeftern  parts,  he,  with  the  other 
principal  gentlemen  of  thole  coun¬ 
ties,  attended  the  marquis  to  affift 
him  in  the  command  of  an  army  ; 
fir  Ralph  Hopton  and  he  being 
looked  upon  as  men  of  the  greateft 
experience  in  martial  affairs,  which 
inoft  of  the  reft  were  abfolutely 
without,  and  fo  were  deligned  to 
commands  accordingly. 

4  This  gentleman  had  been  very 


happy  if  he  had  been  either  qua¬ 
lified  to  do  bufinefs,  or  composed 
to  be  quiet  without  meddling  in 
any  ;  but  he  was  of  fo  unhappy  a 
conftitution  as  that  he  had  a  very 
perplexed  underftanding,  and  a 
more  perplexed  delivery  and  ex- 
predion,  and  yet  believed  he  was 
fit  for  the  greateft  tranfaftions ;  and 
he  Was  of  fo  rc-ftlefs  a  nature  that: 
he  could  never  be  quiet  in  a  good 
condition,  nor  patient  in  a  bad. 

‘  He  loved  fo  much  to  be  flat¬ 
tered,  that  he  was  at  the  mercy  of 
any  man  who  would  attack  him 
that  way,  and  he  paid  liberally  in 
the  fame  kind,  and  was  a  very 
great  flatterer  himfelf,  but  of  no 
body  fo  much  as  of  himfelf.  He 
never  loved  his  equals,  and  always 
hated  his  fupedors,  and  was  ftiil 
governed  by  his  inferiors  ;  he  had 
a  very  indifferent  underftandmg, 
and  a  very  obfeure  and  troubled 
expreffion  in  debate,  but  inveighed 
againft  any  thing  that  was  conclud¬ 
ed,  and  always  believed  himfelf  the 
wife  It  man  of  the  time,  and  took 
great  pleafure  in  cenfuring  the 
weaknefs  and  overlights  in  the  time 
of  king  James,  and  of  the  coun- 
fellors  which  governed  then,  of 
whom,  and  the  bufinefs,  he  never 
underftood  any  thing.  He  was  full 
of  pride,  and  not  without  courage, 
and  would  well  enough  have  dil- 


charged  the  office  of  a  foldier,  if  he 
had  known  how  to  have  obeyed. 
Yet  he  valued  himfelf  in  that  pro- 
felfion,  as  if  he  had  been  lieuten¬ 
ant-general  to  Julius  Csefar;  but 
yet  he  never  executed  any  defign 
in  the  command  he  had,  with  tole¬ 
rable  l'ufficiency,  or  with  any  fuc¬ 
cefs.  Yet  he  had  got  a  habit  of  tell¬ 
ing  ftories  of  his  own  addons,  as 
if  he  had  performed  miracles,  and 
fiiftained  the  war  in  England  by  his 
own  virtue,  without  ever  receiving 
an  affront  from  the  enemy;  and  he 

had 
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had  fo  aceuftomed  himfelf  to  thofe 
difcourfes  that  he  had  brought  him¬ 
felf  to  believe  all  that  he  had  re¬ 
ported.  Ele  had  no  friends  who 
heartily  e deemed  him,  and  was  the 
only  perfon  alive  who  compared  all 
that  he  fet  his  heart  upon,  purely 
by  his  own  ambition,  without  any 
merit,  or  ever  having-  done  any  not¬ 
able  thing,  but,  by  a  perpetual  red- 
lefnefs,  and  unquietnefs  in  himfelf, 
and  being  uneafy  to  every  bo  \y  elle; 
or  by  ailed  mg  dome  what  which  o- 
ther  pretenders  found  not  friends  to 
keep  them  to,  or  that  his  friends 
did  therefore  help  him  to,  to  crofs 
thole  pretenders.  If  he  loved  any 
body  it  was  thofe  whom  he  had  known 
a  very  little  while,  and  who  ha  i 
pm-chafed  his  aftedion  at  the  price 
of  much  application,  and  very  much 
flattery  ;  and  if  he  had  any  friends, 
they  were  likewife  fuch  who  had 
known  him  very  little,  or  elfe  fuch 
who  loved  nobody  elfe.  All  men 
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of  parts  who  ever  had  a  good  opini- 
nion  of  him  retired  from  it  qnicklv, 
and  either  threw  him  quite  off,  or 
lived  with  a  dry  formality  with 
him  ;  only  one,  who  was  a  worthy 
perfon  indeed,  (Sir  Hugh  Pollard, 
comptroller  of  his  majetly’s  houfe) 
continued  kind  to  him  till  his  death  ; 
and  being  his  coufm-german,  and 
having  fpent  the  gfeateft  part  of  his 
time  in  his  company,  believed  he 
was  to  pay  that  penance  for  the  er¬ 
ror  of  his  judgment  ;  beiides,  his 
own  longing  difpofitioq  made  him 
Ids  acquainted  with  the  improve¬ 
ment  of  his  indifcretions  than  other 
men  were  ;  beiides  that  he  was 
much  eatier  in  his  difeourfe  to  him, 
than  to  thofe  he  knew  lefs,  and  ma¬ 
ny  things  that  he  faid  to  him  the 
other  believed  to  proceed  from  his 
friendfhip  in  communication,  and 
not  from  the  malignity  of  his  na- 
ture.” 


CHARACTER  of  Sir  HENRY  BENNET. 

[From  the  fame  Work.] 


‘5  J  I  E  was  a  man  bred  from  his 
j[j[  cradle  in  the  court,  and 
had  no  other  bu finds  in  the  world 
than  to  be  a  good  courtier  ;  in  the 
arts  whereof  he  lucceeded  fo  well, 
that  he  may  well  be  reckoned  in  the 
number  of  the  fineft-  gentlemen  of 
the  time  ;  and,  though  his  parts  of 
nature  were  very  mean,  and  never 
improved  by  indullry,  yet,  palling 
his  time  always  in  good  company, 
and  well  acquainted  with  what 
was  done  in  all  bnfineffes,  he 
would  fpeak  well  and  reafonably  to 
any  purpofe  He  was  in  his  nature 
fo  very  civil,  that  no  man  was  more 
eafily  lived  with,  except  his  mtereft 
1786. 


was  concerned  ;  and  in  that  he  wasfo 
tenacious,  that  he  obferved  no  rules 
of  courtefy,  reafon,  orjufiice  ;  in  all 
other  matters  he  offended  nobody  ; 
but  then  his  intereft  could  never  be 
difeerned  but  by  his  importunity, 
being  very  ready,  for  his  profit,  to  en¬ 
gage  himfelf  in  any  undertaking 
where  he  had  credit,  in  which  he 
neither  coniidered  the  juflice  of  the 
fuit,  or  the  honour  of  the  perfon 
with  whom  he  defired  to  prevail ; 
but  except  it  was  for  his  profit,  he 
never  troubled  himfelf  heartily  in 
any  man’s  pretences,  what  relation 
or  merit  foever  the  party  had  to¬ 
wards  him.  He  p raft i fed  fuch  a 
fi  kind 
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kind  of  civility,  and  had  fueh  a 
mean  in  making  profeffions,  that 
they  were  oftentimes  mi  (taken  for 
friend  (hip,  which  he  never  meant, 
or  was  guilty  of  to.  any  man  ;  but 
did  really  believe  that  his  kind 
words  and  exercile  of  courtefy  de- 
ferved  the  utmofl  fervice  they  could 
poffibly  do  him.  He  was  rather  a 
lover  of  mankind  than  of  any  par¬ 
ticular  perfon,  and  would  have  done 
no  man  any  harm  except  he  could 
get  by  it,  and  then  he  cared  not 
what  he  did,  and  thought  no  man 
ought  to  take  it  ill.  He  was  not 
mifchievous  in  his  nature  or  incli¬ 
nations,  yet  did  more  mifchief  than 
any  man  of  the  age  he  lived  in,  be¬ 
ing  the  oecaiion  of  more  prejudice 
to  the  king  and  to  the  crown,  than 
any  man  of  his  condition  ever  was, 
and  took  more  pains  to  leffen  the 
king’s  reputation,  and  to  make  his 
perfon  undervalued,  than  any  other 
man  did  ;  and  all  this  without  the  lead 
purpofe  of  infidelity,  or  defire  of 
abating  his  prerogative,  which  he 
wifhed  (hould  be  as  high  as  any 
king’s  ever  was,  and  de  fired  only 
that  they  might  prevail  over  it  over 
whom  he  could  prevail,  and  in  that 
regard  he  cared  not  how  low  his  re¬ 
putation  came  to  be.  He  was  in  his 
nature  very  covetous  and  tenacious, 
•liberal  in  no  degree,  and  denied  all 
men  but  himfelf,  and  to  himfelf  was 
very  indulgent,  efpecially  in  his  diet, 
which  was  magnificent  enough,  and 
his  tabie  was  free  to  all  men  ;  but 
none  fo  welcome  to  it  as  gamellers, 
all  his  delight  and  expence  was  in 
play,  which  was  the  fpunge  that 
j  lucked  in,  and  the  gulf  that  ftval- 
lowed  up  all  he  could  get.  His 
ambition  was  illimited,  that  no 
prince  had  fo  much  to.  give  as  he 
thought  he  had  deferved  •  and  af¬ 
ter  he  had  lived  above  forty  years 
at  the  expence  of  the  crown,  and 
(pent  rnore  than  any  body  elfe  had 
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got,  he  thought  the  court  Hill  hi 
his  debt,  and  that  his  having  lived 
in  it  fo  many  years,  had  m'erited 
much  more  than  he  had  ever  re¬ 
ceived  from  it.  If  he  were  even  affec¬ 
ted  with  melancholy,  it  was  in  con- 
fidering*  what  religion  to  be  of, 
when  that  which  he  profeffed  was 
fo  much  difcountenanced  that  he 
was  almofl  weary  of  it  ;  yet  few 
men  fo  often  upon  their  knees,  or 
fo  much  defired  to  be  thou  edit  a 

o 

good  protefiant  by  all  the  parties 
which  profeffed  that  faith,  and  could 
willingly  comply  with  all  of  them, 
and  yet  took  time  of  the  Roman  Ca¬ 
tholics  to  be  better  informed.  He 
was  a  great  flatterer  of  thofe  who 
were  above  him,  and  a  great  dif- 
fembler  to  his  equals  and  inferiors, 
and  of  all  vices  he  was  lead  guilty 
of  pride,  except  in  preferring  him¬ 
felf  before  all  men,  which  they 
could  never  know  ;  and  he  was  of 
a  temper  and  conditution  that  ex¬ 
ceedingly  contributed  to  his  happi- 
nefs  ;  for  though  he  loved  nobody, 
he  believed  every  body  loved  him, 
which  was  a  great  argument  of  hav¬ 
ing  the  mader  wit :  he  never  under- 
went  any  other  mortification  than 
feeing  men  preferred  whom  he  did 
not  care  for,  or  other  men  obtain 
that  which  he  wifhed  to  have  for 
himfelf.  In  the  greated  miferies  of 
the  kingdom,  and  whild  the  g rent¬ 
ed  and  the  bed  men  were  exercifed 
with  all  kinds  of  adverfity,  he  en- 
joyed  the  greated  plenty  and  pomp  ; 
and  the  king  no  foaner  came  home 
but  he  believed  his  merit  in  being 
banifhed  was  greater  than  any  man’s 
buffering  could  pretend  to.  He  loves 
his  country,  as  it  is  a  good  place  to 
be  a  great .  man  in,  but  would  give 
it  up  to  be  made  greater  any  where 
elfe  ;  in  a  word,  he  would  be  a  ve¬ 
ry  extraordinary  man,  if  he  were 
endowed  with  any  kind  of  fincerity, 
and  if  he  dies  without  fome  very 
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fignal  calamity,  he  may  well  be 
looked  upon  as  a  man.  or'  rare  feli¬ 
city. 

Fie  was  a  great  inftaiice  how 
much  fortune  can  do  towards  the 
railing  a  man  without  any  help  of 
his  own  ;  for  being  without  money, 
without  friends,  without  induftry, 
or  any  one  notable  virtue,  or  the 
reputation  of  having  any,  he 
mounted  up  to  office  and  honour, 
and  the  hiyheft  trull  in  bulinefs, 
without  any  experience  m  it,  or 
capacity  of  underftanding  it  :  and 
very  few  men  have  ever  afcended 
to  fuch  a  height,  per  faltum,  with¬ 
out  climbing'  by  iieps.  He  was  a 
.younger  brother  of  a  broken  and 
decayed  family,  by  the  vice  and 
corruption  of  the  perfon  who  railed 
it,  and  tell  lcandaloufly  after  a  Ihort 
profperity.  He  was  fent  to  the 
univerhty,  where  he  had  a  compe¬ 
tent  fupport  by  the  bounty  of  the 
founder ;  and  his  parts  of  nature 
were  fuch  as  were  very  capable  of 
improvement  by  moderate  induftry, 
had  he  not  valued  them  too  high  to 
adminiller  any  help  of  that  kind. 
He  had  the  opportunity  to  be  re¬ 
commended  to  a  great  perfon  of 
bulinefs  and  fancy,  who  took  him 
into  his  fervice,  and  e  (teemed  him 
much  more  hecaufe  he  found  his 
nature  and  humour  very  like  his 
own,  and  believed  he  had  fomewhat 
extraordinary  in  him,  becaufe  he 
feerned  to  think  fo  himfelf.  He  had 
addrefs  enough  to  make  himfelf  ac¬ 
ceptable  to  any  man  who  loved  to 
hear  himfelf  coin  mended  and  ad¬ 
mired,  and  he  could  perform  that 
part  with  dexterity  enough.  Though 
he  got  nothing  of  experience  in 
bulinefs  by  this  relation,  he  yot 
both  credit  and  money  to  carry  him 
into  France,  and  from  thence  into 
Italy,  in  a  dependence  upon  a  per- 
fon  who  knew  much  and  talked 
-  much,  under  whofe  protection  he 


It  aid  fome  months  in  Rome.  Fie 
profited  very  well  in  underflanding 
the  languages  of  the  places  where 
he  lived,  and  made  himfelf  a  good 
mailer  in  the  French  tongue  j  and 
by  his  addrefs  made  himfelf  io  gra¬ 
cious  to  the  queen  and  her  court, 
where  he  was  allied  to  fome  perfons 
who  had  much  credit  and  intereft 
there,  that  he  was  preferred  by  the 
queen  to  be  near  the  perfon  of  the 
duke  of  York,  by  which  he  became 
likewife  known  to  the  king.  His 
chief  talent  was  being  pleafaiit,  arid 
good  company  amongft  thole  who 
were  his  fuperiors  ;  amongft  his 
equals  and  inferiors  his  infolence 
was  intolerable* 

Fie  never  made  a  notable  friend* 
fhip,  nor  ever  loved  a  man  of  a 
clearer  fame  and  reputation,  except 
he  was  of  fitch  an  inferior  quality, 
as  would  abfolutely  make  him  at 
his  difpofal.  Fie  loves  money  im» 
moderately,  and  would  get  it  by  all 
means  imaginable ;  but  his  pride, 
and  vanity,  and  ambition  lead  him 
into  fuch  a  prodigious  expence, 
that  his  gains  mull  exceed  all  rca- 

fonable  computation  if  he  grows 
®  ,  *  6 

very  rich,  which  he  does  impa¬ 
tiently  delire  to  be,  juftice  was 
never  otherwife  considered  or  men* 
tiotled  by  him,  but  as  it  gave 
him  occalion  and  opportunity  to 
enveigh  again  A  tfpe  law,  as  a  com¬ 
position  of  nonfen fe,  and  not  to  be 
endured  or  fubmitted  to  by  ge¬ 
nerous  minds ;  and,  to  cap  refs  his 
malice  and  bitternefs  towards  the 
lawyers,  who  are  people  he  envies, 
hates  and  contemns  as  all  his  paffions 
and.  afledtions  are  engaged  and  in¬ 
volved  in  fuch  contradictions  ;  and 
yet  he  is  not  of  thesfe  who  fancy  any 
other  form  or  model  of  juftice, 
otherwife  than  that  he  admires 
France,  and  thinks  fit  that  all  kings 
and  princes  fliould  do  whatfover 
they  have  a  mind  to  do  without 
Jj  z  control^ 
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control,,  and  that  all  that  other  men 
have,  fhould  be  at  their  dhpofal. 
If  he  hath  any  inclinations  in  reli¬ 
gion,  *t hey  are  to  the  church  of 
Rome,  being  a  people  with  whom 
he  hath  moll  converfed,  and  to 
whom  he  hath  too  much  underva¬ 
lued  the  protefbmt  religion  (which 
he  never  underftoood)  to  feem  now 
to  have  any  reverence  for  it;  but 
ftirely  he  is  without  affection  to,  at 


leaf!  reverence  for  any  religion, 
and  entertains  difcourle  of  it,  as  a 
field  wide  and  large  for  all  fkir- 
mi  flies  of  wit.  In  a  word  he  is 
the  firfi  man  that  ever  aimed  to  be 
great  in  government  without  the 
lead  pretence  of  caring  for  religion 
or  of  love  to  juftice,  and  if  his  daws 
end  in  profperity  he  will  be  a  rare 
example. 


MEMOIRS  of  Sir  JOHN  DAVIES. 

JExtradled  from  the  Account  of  his  Life,  prefixed  to  the  Collection 

of  his  Hi-florical  Tracts.] 


Q  I R  John  Davies  was  one  of 
that  illuftrioirs  body  of  law¬ 
yers,  who,  at  the  commencement 
of  the  laid  century,  adorned  Eng¬ 
land  by  their  learning,  and  by  their 
writings  advanced  its  jurifpru- 
dence. 

4t  He  was  the  third  fon  of  John 
Davies,  of  Tifbury  in  Wiltshire, 
who,  having  been  of  New  Inn, 
returned  to  his  native  place  from 
the  practice  of  the  law,  with  filch  a 
fortune  as  enabled  him  to  give  his 
children  ^ery  liberal  educations. 
Young  Davies,  when  was  not  yet 
fifteen,  was  lent  to  Oxford,  in  Mi¬ 
chaelmas  term  1585,  where  he 
became  a  commoner  of  Queen’s 
College,  which  has  reared  fo  many 
men  eminent  for  literature.  Hav¬ 
ing  an  acute  mind,  an  attentive 
tutor,,  and,  what  is  {Seldom  the 
companion  of  genius,  great  appli¬ 
cation,  he  foon  acquired  a  corili- 
cierable  fhare  of  academic  know¬ 
ledge.  His  writings,  which  abound 
in  claffic  allufions,  are  fuificient 
proofs  of  his  fcholaftic  acquire¬ 
ments.  He  obtained  the  degree  of 


Bachelor  of  Arts,  in  July  159c,  as 
appears  from  the  Fafii. 

4  Davies  removed,  mean  vyhile, 
from  Queen’s  to  the  Middle  Tem¬ 
ple,  in  February  1587-8.  In  this 
learned  fociety  he  found  an  exten- 
five  field,  on  which  to  difplay  his 
talents.  As  he  abridged,  at  a  fub-. 
fequent  period,  the  elaborate  Re¬ 
ports  of  fir  Edward  Coke,  we  might 
infer,  that  he  was  a  fevere  reader, 
if  his  own  works  did  not  evince 
how  myth  he  exerted  a  laudable 
induftry  :n  every  fituation.  But 
he  was  high-fpirited,  perhaps  quar- 
relfome  ;  and  he  interrupted  his 
own  fin-dies,  and  the  quiet  of  the 
Inn,  by  mifdemeanots,  for  which 
he  was  fined,,  and  by  diforders,  for 
which  he  was  removed  from  com-i 
mons.  In  proportion  as  the  difei- 
pline  of  thofe  times  was  rigid,  were 
the  manners  of  the  {indents  licen¬ 
tious.  With  the  relaxation  of  difei- 
pline,  diforders  gradually  disap¬ 
peared.  To  young  men  of  fuperior 
acquirements,  much  was  forgiven,- 
by  difeeming  benchers  ;  and  Da¬ 
vies,  after  all  his  frolics,  was,  alone, 

called 
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called  to  the  degree  of  utter  bar- 
filler,  in  July  :  595. 

4  In  an  age  when  promotion  was 
gradual  and  flow,  Davies,  probably, 
did  not  advance  fall  in  his  pro- 
fefiion,  again  ft  fitch  powerful  com¬ 
petitors  as  Coke,  Bacon,  and  other 
eminent  lawyers.  He  was,  indeed, 
thrown  feveral  year's  behind  by  his 
own indifcrction.  44  Upon lome  little 
provocation  (as  Anthony  Wood 
relates)  he  badinadoed  Richard 
Martin,  while  they  were  at  dinner 
in  the  Temple-hall. This  was, 
doubtlefs,  a  grievous  offence  againll 
the  fevere  manners  of  thofe  times, 
and  indeed  againll  the  punctilious 
Civility  of  any  times  :  and  in  Fe- 
bruary  1  ^97-8,  Davies  was  expelled 
by  the  unanimous  fu  ft  rages  of  a 
fociety  whole  privileges  he  had  for¬ 
feited,  by  an  offence,  dangerous 
to  its  members,  and  deft ructive  of 
its  credit.  Of  this  outrage  we  are 
left  by  Wood  to  guefs  the  provo¬ 
cation. 

44  Davies  now  returned  to  Ox¬ 
ford,  in  the  condition  of  a  fojour- 
ner,  according  to  Wood,  but  with 
a  mind  improved  by  adveriity.  He, 
indeed,  fays  himfelf. 

Tills  miflrefs  lately  pluck’d  me  by -the 
e  r, 

And  many  a  golden  lefion  hath  me  taught ; 

Hath  made  my  fenfes  quick  and  re  a  Ion 
clear, 

Reform’d  my  will,  and  redlify’d  my 
thought. 

Under  this  fhelter,  and  with  thefe 
golden  leffons,  our  author  compof- 
ed  his  poem  on  the  Immortality 
of  the  Soul,  which  he  publifhed  in 
1599,  and  entitled,  Nofce  Teip- 
firm.  If  in  this  fhort  period  he 
compofed  this  work,  which  Wood 
calls  divine,  he  mull  have  poffelfed 
very  vigorous  faculties.  For  we 
every  where  meet  with  fyilematic 
gHangejnenf,  metaphyfical  exali- 


nefs,  reach  of  thought,  and  ele¬ 
gance  of  diction.  But  his  predo¬ 
minant  quality  is  copioufnels  of 
illuflration.  Speaking  of  the  ten¬ 
dency  of  affliction  to  make  the  mind 
flirink  within  herfelf,  he  thus  il- 
luflrates  a  truth,  which  moll  men 
have  unhappily  felt  1 

As  fpiders,  touch’d,  feek  their  webs  In- 
moft  part  ; 

As  bees,  in  forms,  back  to  their  hives 
return  ; 

As  h:ood,  in  danger,  gathers  to  the 
heart, 

As  men  feek  towns,  when  foes  the  coun¬ 
try  burn. 

44  In  a  drain  of  wit  and  gallantry, 
which  may  have  furnifhed  patterns 
to  Cowley  and  Waller,  our  author 
dedicated  his  elaborate  production 
to  queen  Elizabeth  : 

To  that,  clear  majefly,  which,  in  the 
north, 

Doth,  like  another  fun,  in  glory  rife, 

Which  fiandeth  fix’d,  yet  fpreads  her 
heavenly  worth  : 

Laadftone  to  hearts,  and  loaditar  to  all 
eyes. 

44  Elizabeth  was  fufficiently  eager 
of  praife,  which  file  received  as  due 
to  her  charms,  even  in  the  decline 
of  life,  as  much  as  to  her  wifdom, 
when  her  government  was  moil  ref- 
pelted  ;  but  die  too  feldom  extended 
her  patronage  to  the  greatefl  ge¬ 
nius.  This  poem,  however,  pro- 
cui  ed  him  the  notice  of  the  great, 
and  perhaps  laid  the  foundation  of 
his  future  fortune. 

44  Davies  was  now  confidered  as 
a  profefled  wit,  and  at  length  en¬ 
joyed  the  notice,  which  greatnefs 
often  yields  to  genius.  When  the 
queen  was  to  be  entertained  by  Mr. 
Secretary  Cecil,  our  poet  was  futn- 
moned  to  furnifh  his  fliare  of  gra- 
tulations.  And  he  has  left  us  A 
Conference  between  a  Gentleman 
U flier  and  a  Pod,  before  the  Queen, 
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at  Mr.  Secretary’s  Houfe,  This 
dramatic  effort  of  our  author’s  mule 
does  him  no  great  credit  as  a  poet, 
however  much  it  may  have  de¬ 
lighted  the  hearers,  who  came  pre¬ 
pared  to  be  pleafed.  On  the  other 
hand,  few  of  our  great  eft  dramatic 
writers  could  have  produced  the 
Nofce  Teipfum,  or  the  Aerobics. 

4‘  Davies  was  ere  long  called  to 
play  his  own  part  In  a  drama  of 
greater  dignity.  He  was  chofen 
(though  by  what  influence,  it  is 
now  impoffible  to  tell)  into  the  lab 
parliament  of  Elizabeth,  which 
met  on  the  27th  of  Odober  1601. 
jBe  appears  to  have  been  extremely 
aflive  in  moving  ufeful  bills,  and  to 
have  been  a  ffrenuous  fupporter  of 
the  privileges  of  the  houfe,  while 
It  was  not  yet  quite  fafe.  He  fpokq 
manfully  in  the  great  debate  about 
monopolies,  infilling,  that  the  houfe 
ought  to  proceed  againft  them  by 
hill,  apd  not  by  petition.  It  is 
rather  remarkable,  that  his  old  an- 
tagonift  Martin  maintained  the  other 
fide  of  the  queftion.  On  this  oc- 
'Cafion  it  was,  that  Hakewell  afked, 
If  bread  was  not  in  the  long  lift 
of  monopolies  ?  Elizabeth,  perceiv¬ 
ing:  the  houfe  fo  oread v  agitated 
as  to  difregard  her  ininiileibs  apolo¬ 
gias,  thought  it  prudent  to  recall 
the  patents  ;  and  Davies  was  lent 
on  the  grand  committee,  to  thank 
the  queen  for  relinquifliing  pro¬ 
jects,  which,  happy  had  it  been  for 
prince  and  people,  had  the  legifla- 
fure  on  this  occafion  abolilhed  by 
ftatute, 

44  Davies  had  now  acquired  a 
ftation  of  fome  eminence,  at  a  time 
of  life  when  friendillips  are  eafilv 
formed.  And  he  ardently  wifhed 
to  be  reftored  to  the  privileges  and 
profits  of  a  fociety,  44  among  ft 
ivhom,  as  he  declared,  he  had  re¬ 
ceived  his  ehiefeft  education,  .and 


from  whence  he  expedted  his  belt 
preferment,”  After  fome  delay, 
and  in  confequence  of  ample  fub- 
miifion  before  chief  juftice  Popham, 
and  other  judges,  he  was  reftored, 
in  Trinity  term,  1601,  to  his  for¬ 
mer  rank ;  Martin,  at  the  fame 
time,  forgiving  an  injury,  which 
both  probably  wiflied  to  forget. 
It  was  by  the  favour  of  lord  Elleft 
mere,  fays  Wood,  that  he  was  re¬ 
ftored  to  his  chamber.  Certain  it 
is  when  Davies  dedicated  his  Law 
Reports  to  that  illuftrious  Chancel¬ 
lor,  and  worthy  man,  he  acknow¬ 
ledged,  that  lord  EUefmere  44  had 
been  a  good  angel  unto  him,  and 
what  might  carry  a  fliew  of  adula¬ 
tion  in  another,  mull  needs  be 
thought  gratitude  in  him.” 

44  With  the  influence  of  fitch  pa¬ 
tronage,  and  the  aid  of  great  abili¬ 
ties,  Davies  continued  to  rife  in  his 
profeffion,  till  the  demife  of  Eliza¬ 
beth.  New  profpects  opened  to 
him,  with  the  commencement  of  a 
new  reign.  If  we  may  believe  the 
great  Bacon,  there  was,  on  that 
memorable  event,  a  continual  poll¬ 
ing  of  men  of  good  quality  towards 
the  king.  Davies  polled  with  lord 
Hunfdon  to  Scotland,  in  order  to 
offer  his  adorations  to  the  riling 
Din  •:  and  being,  among  other  Eng -3 
lifti  gentlemen,  introduced  to  James, 
the  king,  fays,  Wood,  ftraightway 
affae d,  if  he  was  Nofce  Teipfum  £ 
and  receiving  for  an  Ever  that  he 
\yas  the  fame,  his  majefty.  grad- 
on  fly  embraced  him.  This  conduct 
was  truly  charadteriftic  of  James, 
who  is  known  to  have  been  of  much 
more  familiar  manners  than  Eliza¬ 
beth,  and  Hill  more  forward  to  di- 
ffinotiilh  left  merit  than  Davies 

O  ^  .. 

pofiefied.  If  Bacon  did  not  accom¬ 
pany  Davies,  he  wrote  to  him,  as 
hq  had  done  to  every  other  perfon, 
who,  he  thought,  could  imprefs 
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a  good  conceit  of  a  concealed  poet. 
Davies  was  an  avowed  poet ;  Bacon 
a  concealed  one. 

44  It  was  to  the  patronage  of  fir 
Robert  Cecil,  as  much  as  to  the  fa¬ 
vour  of  James,  that  Davies  was 
fen.t,  in  1603,  folicitor-general  to 
Ireland,  and  immediately  appoint¬ 
ed  attorney-general.  Thefe  offices 
required,  at  that  time,  men  as  re¬ 
markable  for  prudence,  as  diflin- 
guiflied  for  knowledge, 

44  Davies  was  highly  qualified  for 
his  feat  ion  ;  and  he  was  foon  ap¬ 
pointed  one  of  the  judges  of  a ffise, 
who,  for  the  firft  time,  ever  vi fined 
feveral  counties  of  Ireland,  and 
who  taught,  at  length,  a  rude 
people  the  difference  between  the 
tyrannic  oppreffion  of  their  ancient 
CuftomS,  and  the  mild  influence  of 
juft  government.  I11  all  thefe  fitu- 
ations,  Davies  obtained  the  praifes 
of  his  fupefiors,  as  a  painful  and 
well  deferving  fervant  of  his  ma- 
jelly. 

44  It  was  on  thefe  circuits,  pro¬ 
bably,  which  enabled  him  to  viflt 
every  province  of  Ireland,  that  he 
met  with  Eleanor,  the  third  daugh- 
.  ter  of  lord  Audley,  who  having 
dillingmfhed  h'imfelf  in  the  I rifli 
wars,  now  enjoyed  dignified  cafe, 
among  a  people  that  admired  his 
valour.  This  ladv  he  married  1 
but,  from  her  eccentricity  of  tem- 
per,  he  could  not  derive  much  do- 
meffic  happinefs.  She  brought 
him  only  one  fon,  who  died  a  youth, 
in  his  father’s  life,  and  one  daugh¬ 
ter,  Lucy,  who  having  married 
Ferdinando  Ha  flings,  carried  the 
blood  of  Davies,  with  his  fortune, 
into  the  family  of  Huntingdon. 

44  With  the  extenfion  of  law  over 
a  more  quiet  people,  law- fu its  ne- 
celfarily  increafed  ;  and  as  the  bu- 
finefs  of  the  courts  of  juftice  aug¬ 
mented,  the  practice  of  Davies  air 
fo  extended,  in  proportion  to  the 


greatnefs  of  his  flation  and  his  ta- 
lents.  He  was  called  to  the  de¬ 
gree  of  ferjeant  at  law,  in  Trinity- 
term  1606,  and  received  the  ho¬ 
nour  of  knighthood,  on  the  1  ith 
of  February  1607.'  Thefe  promo¬ 
tions  he  owed  to  the  patronage  of 
Lord  Ellefraere  and  the  Earl  ofSa- 
lifbury,  with  whom  he  correfpond- 
ed.  Sir  Edward  Coke  was  at  the 
fame  time  called  to  the  degree  of 
ferjeant,  being  appointed  chief  juf¬ 
tice  of  the  Common  Pleas.  But  Sir 
Francis  Bacon  was  Hill  left  undif- 
tinguifhed  behind,  to  the  infinite 
mortification  of  an  ambitious  mind. 

44  Sir  John  retained  his  office 
of  attorney-general  of  Ireland,  not- 
withflanding  his  degree  of  ferjeant, 
the  king  having  fpecially  difpenff 
ed  with  his  prefence  in  England. 
Thefe  honours,  we  may  eafily  fup- 
pofe,  did  not  leiTen  his  pradice,  or 
his  credit ;  and  there  remains  fuffi- 
cient  evidence,  that  he  did  not  dif- 
continue  his  accuflomed  dilio-ence. 

O 

44  Among  his  moft  laborious  avo¬ 
cations,,  fir  John  employed  much 
of  his  time  in  fludying  the  compli¬ 
cated  hiftory  of  Ireland,  and  in 
tracing,  through  various  revolu - 
tions,  the  origin  of  its  laws,  and 
progrefs  of  its  conftitution. 

44  He  publiflied  the  refit Jt  of  his 
inquiries  in  1612,  under  the  well- 
known  title  of  A  Difcoverv  of  the 
true  Caufes  why  Ireland  was  never 
entirely  fubdued  till  the  Beginning 
of  his  Majefly’s  Reign.  This  ela¬ 
borate  performance  he  dedicated,  to 
the  king, -in  a  Latin  line,  which  im¬ 
ported  that  it  is  the  firfl  duty  of  a 
prince  to  know  his  own  dominions. 

44  This  work  is  often  quoted  : 
and  it  can  never  be  read  without 
pleafure  or  inftrudion.  Dr.  Jolin- 
fon  by  frequently  citing  the  Difco- 
very,  and  the  N 0 fee  Teipfum,  as  au¬ 
thorities,  has  enrolled  the  writings 
of  fir  John  Davie's  among  the  Eng- 
B  4  .  lifl} 
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Hill  daffies.  Whether  as  an  ac¬ 
knowledgment  for  this  dedication, 
or  as  a  reward  for  greater  fervices, 
our  author  was,  in  June  1612,  ap¬ 
pointed  the  king’s  ferjeant.  But 
he  not  long  after  loll  his  firtf  and 
Heady  patron  the  Earl  of  Salifbury, 
who  died  when  his  wifdom  and  his 
influence  were  the  moil  neceffiajy 
to  a  court,  fwayed  by  favouritifm, 
and  to  a  country  governed  by  mi¬ 
nions.  Sir  [ohn.  was  foon  elected 
into  a  ltill  more  diftingunhed  Na¬ 
tion  Amid  ft  the  diffractions  of  ci¬ 
vil  war,  and  the  repofe  of  Subse¬ 
quent  projeds  of  improvement,  no 
parliament  had  been  called  in  Ire¬ 
land  during  the  lalt  Seven  and 
twenty  years  ;  yet,  never  were  Id 
giflative  adts  more  neceffiary.  The 
Iriih  nation  was  divided  into  two 
parties,  whofe  power  was  nearly  e- 
qual.  The  Roman  Catholics  form¬ 
ed  the  great  body  of  the  people  : 
the  Protellams  compofed  probably 
not  more  than  one  fourth.  The  laws, 
however,  impofed  on  the  objedfs  of 
their  jealoufy  many  difabilities  ;  and 
the  proteilants  of  confequence  en- 
joyed  all  official  profit  and  all  poli¬ 
tical  power.  When  the  people  and 
the  government  Hand  thus  oppofed 
to  each  other,  diffatisfadtion  muff 
ever  predominate,  Such  was  the 
ft  ate  of  Ireland,  when  manifeft  u- 
tility  induced  the  lord  deputy  to  if- 
fue  writs  for  a  new  eledfion  in  1612. 
Both  parties  exerted  the  artifices 
and  the  violences,  which  accompa¬ 
ny  popular  elections,  when  the 
minds  of  the  eledlors  are  ftrongiy 
agitated  by  hopes  or  apprehenfions. 
The  Roman  Catholic  party  carried 
their  eledlions  chiefly  in  the  coun¬ 
ties  ;  the  proteftant  party  in  the 
boroughs,  feveral  of  which  had 
been  lately  eredled,  during  the  pro- 
grefs  of  plantation.  Sir  John  Da¬ 
vies  was  eledted  for  the  county  of 
Bermannagh  j  being  the  firfl  re¬ 


presentative  which  it  had  ever  cho- 
len. 

“  The  ho  ufe  of  commons  con  lift¬ 
ed  now  of  two  hundred  and  twenty 
five  members.  Of  thef'e  there  ap*? 
peared  when  the  houfe  met,  of  the 
proteftant  party,  one  hundred  and 
twenty -one  ;  of  the  Roman  Catho¬ 
lic,  one  hundred  and  one.  This  ap¬ 
proximation  to  equality  had  been  nU 
fo  Sufficient  to  create  great  intrigues 
and  altercation  in  any  popular  af- 
fembly.  But,  among  the  members 
who  were  then  affembled  to  chufe 
a  Speaker,  and  who  were  animated 
by  a  fenfe  of  ancient  antipathy  and  of 
recent  oppofition,  the  tumult  ap? 
proached  nearly  to  the  bloody  Scenes 
of  a  Polifli  diet.  Sir  [ohn  Davies  was 
propofed  as  Speaker  by  the  court ;  fir 
{ohn  Everard,  who  had  been  an  Irifli 
judge,  but  religned,  becaufe  he  could 
not  take  the  oath  of  Supremacy,  was 
Supported  by  the  Roman  catholic 
party.  The  hgufe  divided.  The 
court  members  went  out,  according 
to  parliamentary  form.  But  their 
opponents,  confidering  them  Selves 
as  the  majority  of  legal  representa¬ 
tives,  placed  iir  John  Everard  in 
the  chair,  as  duly  elected,  and  no¬ 
thing  remained  for  the  real  majori¬ 
ty  but  to  remove  the  intruder,  or 
to  place  the  true  Speaker  in  the  fame 
chair.  1  he  perfeverance  of  the 
majority  induced  the  minority  to 
Secede  from  an  ailembly  which  they 
thus  found  they  could  not  rule, 
All  parties  had  been  fo  much  ac- 
cu domed  in  that  country  to  attempt 
every  thing  by  force,  that  the  par¬ 
liament-men  had  not  yet  learned  to 
defeat,  or  to  qualify  difagreeable 
meafures  by  fly  intrigue,  pertina¬ 
cious  debate,  or  by  clofe  divifions. 
The  great  body  of  the  people  ap¬ 
plauded  the  feceders.  And  the 
lord  deputy  Chichefter,  whofe  pru¬ 
dence  was  equal  to  his  nrmnefs,  pro¬ 
rogued  the  parliament,  in  order  tq 

fuller 


MEMOIRS  OF  SIR  JOHN  DAVIES.  [25]* 


fuffer  men’s  minds  to  cool,  and  to 
enable  the  feceding  members  to  lay 
their  complaints  before  the  king. 
In  the  moment  of  high  paffion,  it 
is  not  ealy  to  pleaie  either  party. 
On  this  difficult  occation,  the  lord 
deputy  had  not  the  good  fortune  to 
gratify  either.  When commiffioners 
were  lent  by  the  Roman  catholic  fac¬ 
tion  to  Hate  their  grievances,  he 
was  equally  obliged  to  appear  at 
Whitehall,  for  the  purpofe  of  de¬ 
fence  or  explanation.  They  were 
all  patiently  heard.  Bacon,  who, 
as  attorney -general,  was  confulted 
about  the  affairs  of  Ireland,  told 
king  James,  that  it  was  always  fafe 
to  keep  in  the  middle  way  between 
extremes.  The  complaints  about 
elections  were  all  declared  to  be 
groundlefs  except  thofe  of  two  bo¬ 
roughs,  which  had  been  eredted  al¬ 
ter  the  iffuing  of  the  writs.  The 
threats  of  refiftance  were  oppofed 
by  denunciations  of  pumlhment. 
The  feceders  were  reproached  for 
their  late  outrages  ;  but  they  were 
promifed  future  favour,  in  return 
for  peaceable  behaviour.  As  it  of¬ 
ten  happens,  nobody  was  gratified, 
vet  every  one  was  obliged  to  lub- 
mit,  becaufe  there  appeared  no  re¬ 
medy  but  civil  war  for  whatever 
grievance. 

44  Our  author,  mean  while,  con¬ 
curred  with  other  learned  men  in 
the  revival  of  the  antiquary  fociety, 
which  having  been  infiituted  in 
1590,  but  afterwards  difcontinued, 
Was  now  revived  by  fir  James  Ley, 
in  1614.  do  be  affbciated  with 
fuch  men  as  Cotton,  Hackwell, 
Camden,  Stow,  Spelman,  Whit¬ 
lock,  in  illuft rating  the  progrefs  ot 
Dur  manners  apd  our  arts,  the  rife 
of  our  political  inftitutions,  the  im¬ 
provement  of  our  jurifprudence,  the 
hiftory  of  our  civil  and  military  tranf- 
tdfions,  would  do  honour  to  a  name 
eis  dignified  than  that  of  fir  John 


Davies,  by  extend ve  knowledge,  ele¬ 
gant  lire  rat  u  re,  a  nd  e  dim  able  w  rat  mgs* 

44  Our  author  found  leifure 
at  length,  in  1611;,  to  publifii 
his  Reports  of  Cafes  adjudged  in 
the  King’s  Courts  in  Ireland.  Thefe 
were  the  firff  reports  of  Irifh  judg¬ 
ments  which  had  ever  been  made 
public,  during  the  four  hundred 
years  that  the  laws  of  England  had 
exifted  in  this  kingdom.  They 
contain  fpecial  cafes  in  points  of 
learning,  not  common,  or  at  lead 
not  largely  debated,  in  the  Engliili 
law  books.  And  he  protefls,  that 
they  were  collected  principally 
for  the  ufe  of  the  p radii  fers  in  Ire¬ 
land,  and  to  invite  others,  in  this 
kingdom,  by  his  example,  to  per¬ 
form  the  like  fervice  to  pofierity. 
As  none  had  gone  before  him,  few 
indeed  have  followed  him,  in  this 
ufeful  trac'd  of  ill uft rating  an  im¬ 
portant  fcience. 

44  Having  performed  this  laft  fer¬ 
vice  to  Ireland,  fir  }ohn  retired,  in 
161 6,  from  a  country,  which  could 
have  been  no  very  agreeable  refi- 
dence,  diffracted  as  it  now  was  by 
fafi ion.,  and  embittered  by  enthu- 
fiafin. 

4  Sir  John  now  lived  among  men 
of  learnino-  and  genius,  with  that 
reception  which  is  due  to  one  who 
had  diffinguifhed  himfelf,  fay  s 
Wood,  as  a  bold  fpirit,  a  ready 
wit,  and  a  great  fcholar.  And,  as 
king’s  ferjeant,  he  continued  the 
practice  of  the  law,  and  was  often 
alfociated  as  one  of  the  Judges  of 
alfize.  Some  of  his  charges  on  the 
circuit  (HU  remain  in  the  Mufeum, 
as  additional  evidence  of  his  laud¬ 
able  diligence  and  profound  know¬ 
ledge. 

44  It  probably7  occurred  to  our  au¬ 
thor’s  mind,  without  communica¬ 
tion  with  his  friend  Bacon,  who 
had  now  rifen  to  a  fuperior  ftation, 
from  which  he  was  loon  to  fall, 

that 
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that  influence  in  the  houfe  of  com¬ 
mons  gives  influence  in  every  other 
place.  And  Davies  fecured  his  feat 
for  Newcaftle-under-Line,by  what¬ 
ever  means,  in  the  parliament,  which 
having  been  called  in  1620,  affem- 
hled  on  the  30th  of  January  162c- 
21.  Seldom  has  there  appeared  in 
any  houfe  of  commons  a  body  of 
more  profound  lawyers,  of  more  ac- 
compliflied  llatefmen,  of  more  vir- 
tuous  patriots,  than  met  on  that 
occaflon.  Sir  John  Davies  feldom 
fpoke,  except  on  the  affairs  of  Ire¬ 
land,  being  from  his  office  of  king’s 
ferjeant,  perhaps  more  than  from 
principle,  a  favourer  of  the  court. 
When  it  was  moved  to  acquaint  the 
king  with  the  grievances  of  Ireland, 
confidering  how  much  blood  and 
freafure  it  had  coil  this  kingdom, 
fir  John  laid,  it  is  exprefly  in  the 
law  books  let  down,  that  Ireland  is 
a  member  of  the  crown  of  England  ; 
yet  this  kingdom  here  cannot  make 
laws  to  bind  that  kingdom  ;  for  they 
have  there  a  parliament  of  their 
own. 

44  It  is  a  remark  which  does  no 
little  credit  to  Ireland,  that  fcarce- 
ly  any  man  ever  enjoyed  the  offices 
of  her  government,  who  did  not 
prove  for  ever  after  her  flrenuous 
defender. 

44  Our  author  found  amufement, 
by  publishing  his  NofceTeipfum  and 
Aero  flics,  during  >6  2?,  to  which 
he  now  added  Orcheflra  a  poem, 

•  oil  the  antiquity  and  excellence  of 
dancing.  He,  with  great  propri¬ 
ety,  dedicated  the  Orcheflra  to 
Charles  Prince  of  Wales  5 

1  The'faireft  flow’r  of  noble  chivalry  5 
And  of  St.  George's  band  the  braved 
knight. 

Then  dancing’s  praife  maybe  prefented 
well 

To  hirn,  whofe  adfions  add  more  praife 
thereto 

Than  all  the  Jyfufes  with  their  pens  cart  do. 


R  JOHN  DAVIES. 

44  When  compared  with  the  dedi¬ 
cation  of  Mofce  Teipfum  to  Eliza¬ 
beth,  this  may,  without  much  in- 
juftice,  be  confidered  as  aforry  fon- 
net,  without  the  vigour,  the  fancy, 
or  copioufnefs  of  Davies.  What 
has  been  obferved  of  Dry  den’s 
poems  to  Cromwell  ,  a  man  of  deeds, 
and  to  Charles  II.  a  fovereign  of 
lu fieri  no- s,  may  be  remarked  of  the 
dedications  to  Elizabeth  and  prince 
Charles.  The  Queen  had  done 
much  ;  the  Prince  of  Wales  had 
only  danced.  The  lovers  of  poet¬ 
ry  have  lamented,  that  fo  ingeni¬ 
ous  a  poem  as  the  Orcheflra  fllould 
have  been  left  unfinifhed  ;  or  at 
lea  A,  that  the  defective  part  fliould 
be  loft.  The  copy  printed  by  the 
author  mu  ft  have,  doubtlefs,  been 
perfedf.  And  it  is  only  to  be  re¬ 
gretted,  that  the  fubfequent  editors 
did  not  print  from  the  fir  ft  edition, 
which  may  ft  ill  be  found,  by  dili¬ 
gent  enquiry,  though  it  is  not  in 
the  Mule  11m. 

44  Our  author,  probably,  wrote 
no  more  for  the  public.  He  em¬ 
ployed  the  Abort  remainder  of  an 
ufeful  life,  in  difeharging  the  du¬ 
ties  of  his  profeffion,  and  in  per¬ 
forming  the  offices  of  friendfhip. 
While  his  fovereign  was  preparing 
to  raife  him  to  higher  honours,  he 
died  of  an  apoplexy,  in  the  night 
of  the  7th  of  December  16:6,  in 
the  fifty-feventh  year  of  his  age. 
He  had  previouflv  flipped  with  the 
lord  keeper  Coventry,  who  gave 
him  aflurances  of  being  chief  juf- 
tice  of  England,  in  the  room  of  Sir 
Randolph  Crew  ;  but  he  lived  not 
to  enjoy,  for  a  day,  the  eminent 
Ration,  which  he  had  amply  earn¬ 
ed  by  his  learning,  his  fervices, 
and  his  honourable  condudt.  He 
was  buried  in  St  Martin’s  church 
in  the  Fields.  Here  a  monument 
was  eredted,  in  order  to  inform  po* 
fieri  ty,  that  he  had  been  a  man  of 

fine 
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fine  abilities,  and  a  mold  excellent 
writer,  both  in  proTe  and  verfe  ; 
that  he  had  always  tempered  the  fe- 
vcrity  of  the  lawyer  with  the  po¬ 
lite  nefs  of  the  gentleman  ;  that  he 
had  been  a  faithful  advocate,  an 
impartial  judge,*  and  a  true  Chrifti- 
an.  His  monument  is  forgotten ; 


[*7l 

but  his  works  remain.  Of  inge¬ 
nious  men,  who  dedicate  their  la¬ 
bours  to  the  inftnudion  of  their 
country,  it  ought  to  be  the  incen¬ 
tive,  and  the  confolation,  that  their 
publications  are  perufed  long  after 
other  monuments  are  fallen. 


Some  ACCOUNT  of  DE  FOE, 

[Extracted  from  his  Life  prefixed  to  the  Third  Edition  of  his  Hi  dory  of 
the  Union  between  England  and  Scotland.] 


44  1P\ANIEL  FOE,  or  De  Foe, 
JLJ?  as  he  is  laid,  by  his  ene¬ 
mies  to  have  called  h.imfelf,  that 
he  might  not  be  thought  an  Eng- 
Hillman,  was  born  in  London,  a- 
bout  the  year  1603.  His  family 
were  probably  cii  (Tenters,  among 
whom  he  received  no  unlettered  e- 
du  cation  ;  at  lea  ft  it  is  plain  from 
his  various  writings,  that  he  was  a 
zealous  defender  of  their  principles, 
and  a  ltrenuous  fupporter  of  their 
politics,  before  the  liberality  of  our 
rulers  in  church  and  date  had  freed 
this  condudl  from  danger.  He  me¬ 
rits  the  praife  due  to  lincerity  in  his 
manner  of  thinking,  as  well  as  to 
uniformity  in  his  habits  of  aiding, 
whatever  obloquy  may  have  been 
cad  on  his  name,  by  attributing 
writings  to  him,  which  he  was  du¬ 
bious  to  difayow. 

44  Wherever  our  author  was  edu¬ 
cated,  he  wrote,  when  he  was  not 
yet  twenty,  a  pamphlet  in  1683, 
again  ft  a  very  prevail  ng  fentiment 
in  favour  of  the  Turks,  but  in  op- 
podtion,  to  the  houfe  of  Auftria  : 
and  before  he  was  three  and  twenty 
he  appeared  in  arms  for  the  Duke 
of  Monmouth.  Of  this  exploit  he 
boads  in  his  latter  years,  when  it 
was  nq  longer  dangerous  to  avow 


his  participation  in  this  imprudent 
enterprife,  with  greater  men  of  fi¬ 
lm  la  r  principles. 

44  Having  efcaped  from  the  dan¬ 
gers  of  battle,  and  from  the  fangs 
of  Jefferies,  he  found  fecurity  in 
the  more  gainful  purfuits  of  peace. 
Yet  he  was  prompted  by  his  zeal 
to  mingle  in  the  controveriies  of  the 
reign  of  James  IT.  whom  he  boldly 
oppofed,  by  warning  the  diftenters 
of  the  fecret  danger  of  the  infidL 
ous  toleration,  which  was  offered 
by  that  monarch’s  bigotry. 

44  When  our  author  repubiifhed 
his  writings,  he  did  not  think  proper 
to  preferve  his  trac'd  again  ft  the 
Turks  any  more  than  his  pamphlet 
againft  the  king. 

44  From  1685  to  5695,  headledns 
a  hofe  facdor  in  Freeman’s  yard, 
Cornhill :  but  ihe  holier  and  the 
poet  are  very  irreconcileable  cha- 
raeders.  With  the  ufual  impru¬ 
dence  of  fuperior  genius,  he  was 
carried  by  his  vivacity  into  compa¬ 
nies,  who  were  gratified  by  his  wit. 
He  fpent  thole  hours  in  the'  hilari¬ 
ty  of  the  tavern,  which  he  ought 
to  have  employed  in  the  calcula¬ 
tions  of  the  counting-houfe  :  and 
being  obliged  to  abfeond  from  his 
creditors,  in  1694,'  he  attributed 

thole 
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t:hofe  misfortunes  to  the  war,  which 
were  doubtiefs  owing  to  his  own 
mifconduet.  He  afterwards  carried 
on  the  brick  and  pantile  works  near 
Tilbury  fort ;  though  probably  with 
no  fuccefs.  He  wras  in  aftertimes 
wittily  reproached,  that  he  did  not, 
like  the  Egyptians,  require  bricks 
without  draw,  but  like  the  jews, 
required  bricks  without  paying  his 
labourers.  He  was  born  for  other 
enterprizes,  which,  if  they  did  not 
train  him  wealth,  have  conferred  a 
renown,  that  will  defcend  the  cur¬ 
rent  of  time  with  the  language 
wherein  his  works  are  written. 

fi  While  he  was  yet  under  thirty, 
and  had  mortified  nO  great  man  by 
his  fatire,  or  offended  any  party  by 
his  pamphlets,  he  had  acquired 
friends  by  his  powers  of  pleafing, 
who  did  not,  with  the  ufua'l  infia- 
bility  of  friendfhips,  defert  him  a- 
midft  his  diff relies.  They  offered 
to  fettle  him  as  a  factor  at  Cadiz, 
where  he  had  had  fome  previous 
correfpondence.  In  this  fituation 
he  might  have  procured  bufinels 
by  his  attention,  and  accumulated 
wrealth  without  a  rifque  :  but,  as 
he  allures  us  in  his  old  age,  Pro¬ 
vidence,  which  had  other  work  for 
him  to  do,  placed  a  fee  ret  averfion 
in  his  mind  to  quitting  England. 
He  had  confidence  enough  in  his 
own  talents  to  think,  that  on  this 
field  he  could  gather  laurels,  or  at 
lead:  gain  a  livelihood. 

“  In  a  projecting  age,  as  our  au¬ 
thor  denominates  the  reign  of  king 
William,  he  was  himfelf  a  projec¬ 
tor.  While  he  was  yet  young,  De 
Foe  was  prompted  by  a  vigorous 
mind  to  think  of  many  fchemes,  and 
fo  offer  what  was  moll  pleafing  to 
the  ruling  powers,  ways  and  means 
for  carrying  on  the  war.  He  wrote, 
as  he  fays,  many  fheets  about  the 
foin  ;  he  propoled  a  regiderfor  fea- 
pien,  long  before  the  att  of  parlia¬ 


ment  was  thought  of;  he  project¬ 
ed  county  banks,  and  factors  for 
goods ;  he  mentioned  a  proposal  for 
a  commiffion  of  inquiries  into  bank¬ 
rupts  edates  ;  he  contrived  a  pen- 
lion  office  for  the  relief  of  the  poop. 
It  is  always  curious  to  trace  a 
thought  in  order  to  fee  where  it 
fird  originated,  and  how  it  was  af¬ 
terwards  expanded.  Projectors,  fays 
our  author,  are  to  be  generally  ta¬ 
ken  with  an  allowance  of  one  half 
at  leall.  However  his  propofals 
were  taken,  certain  it  is,  that  when 
he  ceafed  to  be  a  holier,  he  was, 
without  folicitation,  appointed  ac¬ 
countant  to  the  commillioners  for 
managing  the  duties  on  glafs. 

‘ 4  It  is  an  obfervation  of  experi¬ 
ence,  how  impoffible  it  is  to  propofe 
a  tax  that  has  not  been  offered  be¬ 
fore.  In  the  prefent  moment,  one 
of  the  ways  and  means  of  De  Foe 
is  furely  remarkable -u  Land  and 
trade,”  fays  he,  44  have  been  handled 
roughly  enough.  The  retailers  arc 
the  men  who  feem  to  call  on  us  to 
be  taxed  ;  if  not  by  their  own 
extraordinary  good  circumdances, 
though  that  might  bear  it,  yet,  by 
the  contrary  in  all  other  degrees  in 
the  kingdom.  Befides,  the  retail¬ 
ers  are  the  men  who  could  pay 
it  with  lead  damage ;  becaufe  it 
is  in  their  power  to  levy  it  again 
upon  their  cudomers  in  the  prices 
of  their  goods ;  and  is  no  more  than 
paying  a  higher  rent  for  their 
drops,”  Thus,  as  a  place  man, 
thought  our  author.  It  was  re- 
ferved  for  the  iron  age  of  finance 
to  fee  his  propofal  adopted,  after 
various  attempts  and  rejections,  by 
a  necedity,  which,  when  real,  jus¬ 
tifies  the  meafure  that  cannot  be  a- 
voided. 

“  From  projects  of  ways  and 
means,  De  Foe’s  ardour  foon  car¬ 
ried  him  into  the  thorny  ways  of  la- 
tinc  poetry  ;  and  Ins  muff  produc¬ 
ed 


ACCOUNT  OF  DE  FOE. 


etE  in  lycr,  The  True-born  Eng- 
lifhman. 

il  For  this  defence  of  king  Wil¬ 
liam  and  the  Dutch,  De  Foe  was 
amply  rewarded,  4‘  How-  this  poem 
was  the  oecafion,”  fays  he,  44  of 
my  being  known  to  his  Majefty  ; 
how  I  was  afterwards  received  by 
him  ;  bow  employed  ;  and  how  a- 
bove  my  capacity  of  deferring,  re¬ 
warded  ;  is  no  part  of  the  prefent 
cafe.”  Of  the  particulars,  which 
the  author  thus  declined  to  tell, 
nothing  now  can  be  told.  It  is  on¬ 
ly  certain,  that  for  the  royal  fa¬ 
vours  De  Foe  was  always  grateful. 

44  When  44  the  pen  and  ink  war  was 
railed  again  ft  a  ‘Handing  army,” 
fubfequent  to  the  peace  of  Ryf- 
wick,  our  author  publifhed  an  ar¬ 
gument  to  prove  that  a  Handing  ar¬ 
my,  with  confent  of  parliament,  is 
not  incontinent  with  a  free  govern¬ 
ment. 

44  When  the  nation  flamed  with 
faction,  and  the  men  of  Rent  de¬ 
li  red  the  Commons  44  to  mind  the 
public  more,  and  their  private  heats 
lefs,  De  Foe  publifhed  in  lyor,  The 
Original  power  of  the  collective 
Body  of  the  People  of  England  ex¬ 
amined  and  afferted.  This  timeful 
treatife  he  dedicated  to  king  Wil¬ 
liam,  in  a  dignified  firain  of  ner¬ 
vous  eloquence. 

44  At  a  time  when  44  union  and 
charity,  the  one  relating  to  our 
civil,  and  the  other  to  our  religious 
.concerns,  were  ftrangers  in  the 
land,”  De  F'oe  publifhed,  in  1701, 
The  Freeholders  Plea  againfi  Hock- 
jobbing  Elections  of  Parliament- 
men.  This  is  certainly  a  very  per- 
fuafive  performance,  though,  doubt- 
lefs,  many  voters  were  then  in¬ 
fluenced  by  arguments  Hill  more 
perfuailve,  44  It  is  very  rational 
to  fuppofe,”  fays  our  author,  44  that 
they  who  wall  buy  will  fell;  or, 
what  feeftis  more  rational,  they 
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who  have  bought  nmft  fell.  For 
thisfeemsto  be  a  plain  confequence, 
that  he  who  makes  life  of  any 
clandefline  method  to  get  into  the 
Houle  of  Commons,  mufl  have  fome 
clandefline.  defigns  to  carry  on  when 
he  is  there.” 

44  How  much  foever  king  William 
may  have  been  pleafed  with  the 
True-born  Englishman,  he  was  mofl 
probably  little  gratified  by  our  au¬ 
thor’s  reafons  againfi  a  war  with 
France.  This  argument,  fhewmg 
that  the  French  king’s  owning  the 
prince  of  Wales  as  king  of  England 
is  no  fufficient  ground  of  a  war,  is 
one  of  the  fineft,  becaufe  it  is  one 
of  the  moll  ufeful  traCts  in  the 
Englifh  language. 

44  A  feene  of  forrow  foon  after 
opened,  which  probably  embittered 
our  author’s  future  life.  The 
death  of  king  William  deprived  him. 
of  a  protector,  who,  as  he  flattered 
himfelf  amidft  his  later  diffrelfes, 
would  never  have  Differed  him  to 
be  treated  as  he  had  been  in  the 
world.  Cf  that  monarch’s  memory, 
he  fays,  that  he  never  patiently* 
heard  it  abufed,  nor  ever  could  do 
fo  :  and  in  this  gratitude  to  a  royTal 
benefa&or  there  is  furelv  much 

j 

to  praife  and  nothing  to  blame. 

44  In  the  midft  of  that  furious 
conteft  of  party,  civil  and  religious, 
which  enfued  on  the  acceflion  of 
queen  Anne,  our  author  was  no 
unconcerned  fpe&ator.  He  repub  - 
liflied  his  Enquiry  into  the  Occafi- 
onal  Conformity  of  Diffentcrs,  which 
had  been  publifhed  without  cffeCt 
three  years  before.  He  reprobates, 
with  the  unforbearance  of  the  times, 
44  this  fall  and  loole  game  of  re¬ 
ligion  ;”  for  which  he  had  never 
met  with  any  confiderable  excufe 
but  this,  44  that  this  is  no  confor¬ 
mity  in  point  of  religion,  but  done 
as  a  civil  aClion/’  He  foon  after 
publifhed  another  Enquiry,  in  order 

to 
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to  fliow,  that  the  dhTenters  are  no 
ways  concerned  in  occafional  con¬ 
formity.  The  controverfy,  which 
in  thole  days  occaiioned  fuch  vehe¬ 
ment  conteds  between  the  two 
Houles  of  Parliament,  is  probably 
filenced  for  ever  ;  but  De  Foe 
opens  this  trad  with  a  fentiment 
which  ought  never  to  be  forgotten  : 
44  He,  that  oppofes  his  own  judg¬ 
ment  againd  the  current  o!  the 
times,  ought  to  be  backed  with  im- 
anfwerabie  truths ;  and  he,  that 
has  that  truth  on  his  lide,  is  a  fool, 
as  well  as  a  coward,  if  he  is  afraid 
to  own  it,  becaufe  of  the  multitude 
of  other  menh  opinions.  ’Tis  hard 
for  a  man  to  fay,  all  the  world  is 
mldaken  but  himfelf ;  but  if  it  be 
fo,  who  can  help  it**’ 

4  During  the  previous  twenty 
years  of  his  life,  De  Foe  had  bulled 
himfelf  unconfcioufly  in  charging 
a,  mine,  which  now  blew  himfelf 
and  family  into  air.  He  had  fought 
for  Monmouth  ;  he  had  oppofed king 
James;  he  had  vindicated  the  re¬ 
volution  ;  he  had  panegyrized  king 
'William  ;  he  had  defended  the 
rights  of  the  colledive  body  of  the 
people  ;  he  had  difpleafed  the  trea¬ 
surer  and  the  general,  by  objecting 
to  the  Flanders  war  ;  he  had  ban¬ 
tered  fir  Edward  Seymour  and  fir 
Chriflopher  Mufgrave,  the  tory- 
leaders  of  the  Commons  ;  he  had 
juft  ridiculed  all  the  high  flyers  in 
the  kingdom,  and  he  was  obliged 
to  feek  for  fhelter  from  the  indigna¬ 
tion  of  per  fans  and  parties,  thus 
overpowering  and  refidlefs. 

“  A  proclamation  was  iffued,  in 
January,  1702-3,  offering  a. reward 
of  fifty  pounds  for  difeovering  his 
retreat. 

44  He  foon  publifhed  an  Expla¬ 
nation  ;  though  he  44  wonders  to 
find  there  fliould  be  any  occafion 
for  it.,,  44  But  iince  ignorance,” 

fays  he,  44  has  led  mod  men  to  a 


ceiifure  of  the  book,  and  forne  peo¬ 
ple  are  like  to  come  under  the  dlf- 
pleafure  of  the  government  for  it ; 
in  juftice  to  thole  who  are  in  dan¬ 
ger  to  futfer  by  it ;  in  fubmiffion  to 
the  parliament  and  council  who 
may  be  offended  at  it;  and  cour- 
telie  to  all  millaken  people,  who, 
it  feems,  have  not  penetrated  into 
the  realdelign  ;  the  author  prelents 
the  world  with  the  genuine  mean- 
mg  of  the  paper,  which  he  hopes 
may  allay  the  anger  of  government, 
or  at  lead  fatisfy  the  minds  of  fuch 
as  imagine  and  delign  to  inflame 
and  divide  us  and  proteding  the 
honedy  of  his  purpofe,  he  refolved, 
if  the  people  now  in  trouble  might 
be  excufed,  to  throw  himfelf  upon 
the  favour  of  government,  rather 
than  others  fliould  be  ruined  for  his 
mi  flakes.  Neither  his  fubmiffive- 
nefs  to  the  ruling  powers,  nor  his 
generality  with  regard  to  his  prin¬ 
ters,  was  a  fuflicient  fhield  from  the 
refentment  of  his  enemies.  He 
was  found  guilty  of  a  libel,  fen- 
tenced  to  the  pillory,  and  adjudged 
to  be  fined  and  imprifoned.h 

44  While,  as  our  author  tells,  he 
lay  friendlefs  and  didreffed  in  the 
prifon  of  Newgate,  his  family 
ruined,  and  himfelf  without  hopes  of 
deli  rerance,  a  mefiage  was  brought 
him  from  a  perfon  of  honour,  whom 
till  that  time  he  had  not  the  lead 
knowledge  of.  This  was  no  Ids  a  per¬ 
fon  than  fir  Robert  Harley,  the 
fpeaker  of  the  Houle  of  Commons, 
who  was  foon  made  fecretary  of 
date,  and  who  afterwards  became 
lord  treafurer  and  earl  of  Oxford. 
Harley  approved  probably  of  the 
principles  and  conduct  of  De  Foe, 
and  doubtlefs  forefaw,  that,  during 
a  factious  age,  fuch  a  genius  could 
be  converted  to  many  ufes.  Ami 
he  fent  a  verbal  meffage  to  the 
prifoner,  defiring  to  know  what  he 
could  do  for  him.  Our  author 
1  readily 
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readily  wrote  the  ftory  of  the  blind 
man  in  the  Gofpel,  concluding  : — 
Lord,  that  I  may  receive  my  fight. 

44  When  the  high-dyers  were 
driven  from  the  eminence  which 
enabled  them  to  do  mifchief  rather 
than  good,  Harley  became  fecre- 
tary  of  date,  in  1704..  He  had  now 
frequent  opportunities  of  repre- 
fentrng  the  unmerited  bufferings  of 
De  Foe,  to  the  queen  and  to  the 
treafurer.  Yet  our  author  con¬ 
tinued  four  months  longer  in  gaol. 
The  queen,  however,  inquired  into 
bis  circum dances,  and  lord  Godol- 
phin  fent,  as  he  thankfully  acknow¬ 
ledges,  a  contklerable  fum  to  his 
wife  and  family,  and  to  him  money 
to  pay  his  fine,  and  the  expence  of 
his  difcharge.  Here  is  the  foun- 

O  ' 

dation.  fays  he,  on  which  he  built 
his  drft  fenfe  of  duty  to  the  queen, 
and  the  indelible  bond  of  gratitude 
.to  his  benefactor, 

44  To  be  relieved  from  gaol,  mud 
have  been  a  circa  in  dance  diffid¬ 
ently  pleating  :  but,  to  he  employed 
by  fitch  mini  fibers,  to  be  approved 
of,  and  rewarded,  and  employed 

again,  while  his  old  enemies  the 
.  7  .  ^ 
liigh-flyers  were  in  difgiace,  rnud 

have  been  extremely  flattering  to  a 

mind  at  once  ardent  and  grateful. 

That  he  was  engaged  in  feveral 

honourable,  though  lecret  fervices, 

by  the  interpoiition  of  his  fird 

behefadtor  ;  that  he  was  fent  abroad, 

and  ran  perfonal  rifques  equal  to 

thofe  of  a  grenadier  on  the  conn- 

V-> 

terfcarp,  he  himfelf  allures  us  :  but 
of  the  bufinefs,  which  our  author 
.did  not  think  fit  to  explain,  no 
knowledge  can  now  be  gained  from 
the  file  nee  of  the  grave, 

44  It  is  faid,  though  perhaps  with¬ 
out  fufficient  authority,  that  the 
vigorous  remodrances  of  De  Foe 
procured  the  ad  for  the  encou¬ 
ragement  of  learning,  by  veiling 
the  copies  of  printed  books  in  the 


OF  DE  FOE. 

authors  or  their  affigns.  The  va* 
nity  of  an  adminidration,  which 
affected  to  patronize  the  learned, 
concurring  with  the  mutual  filtered 
of  authors  and  bookfellers*  pro¬ 
duced  at  length  this  falutary  law, 
that  our  author  alone  had  called  for 
without  fuccefs. 

44  Our  author  was  foon  after  en¬ 
gaged  in  more  important,  becaufe 
much  more  ufeful  bufinefs.  Lord 
Godolphin  fent  him  to  Scotland, 
on  an  errand  which,  as  he  fays, 
was  far  from  being  unfit  for  a  fo- 
vereign  to  dired,  or  an  honed  man 
to  perform.  His  knowledge  of 
commerce  and  revenue,  his  powers 
of  fiiimuation,  and,  above  all,  his 
readinefs  of  pen,  were  deemed  of 
no  fmail  utility,  in  promoting  the 
Union.  And  we  final!  find  him  no 
inconfiderable  ador  in  the  perfor¬ 
mance  of  that  greated  of  all  good 
works.  He  attended  the  committees 
of  parliament,  for  whofe  ufe  he 
made  federal  of  the  calculations  on 
the  fubjed  of  trade  and  taxes.  He 
complains,  however,  that  when  af¬ 
terwards  fome  clamour  was  raifed 
upon  the  inequality  of  the  propor¬ 
tions,  and  the  contrivers  began  to 
be  blamed,  and  a  little  threatened 
a-la-mobf  that  it  was  D.  F.  made 
it  all,  and  he  was  to  be  doned  for 
it.  Fie  endeavoured  to  confute  all 
that  was  publ  filled  by  the  popular 
writers  in  Scotland  again  ft  the  Uni¬ 
on  :  and  he  had  his  (hare  of  danger, 
and,  as  he  fays,  he  was  watched 
by  the  mob,  in  order  to  know 
where  to  find  him ;  had  his  cham¬ 
ber  windows  infulted  ;  but,  by  the 
prudence  of  his  friends,  and  God's 
providence,  he  efcaped.  In  the 
midft  of  this  great  fcene  of  bufinefs 
and  tumult,  he  collected .  the  do¬ 
cuments,  which  he  afterwards  pub- 
lifiied  tor  the  indnndion  of  pofte- 
rity,  with  regard  to  one  of  the  mod 
difficult,'  and,. at  the  fame  time,  the 

mod 
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mofl  fortunate  tranfadtions  in  our 
annals. 

“  How  he  was  rewarded  for  all 
thefe  fervice-s,  and  all  this  rifque, 
he  does  not  tell  ;  and  cannot  now  be 
eafily  known.  He  already  enjoyed 
an  appointment,  which  had  been 
formerly  made  in  conlideration  of 
a  fpecial  fervice  of  no  fmall  dan¬ 
ger  :  yet  is  there  reafon  to  think, 
that  he  had  a  penfion  rather  than 
an  office,  iince  his  name  is  not  in 
the  red-book  of  the  queen  ;  and  he 
iolemnly  avers,  in  his  appeal,  that 
he  had  not  intereft  enough  with 
lord  Oxford  to  procure  him  the 
arrears  due  to  him  in  the  time  of 
the  former  minilhy.  This  ap¬ 
pointment,  whatever  it  was,  he  is 
ifudious  to  tell,  he  originally  owed 
to  Harley  :  he,  however,  thankfully 
acknowledges,  that  lord  Godolphin 
continued  his  favour  to  him  alter 
the  unhappy  breach  that  feparated 
his  firft  benefactor  from  the  mi¬ 
ni  Her,  whosf°r  three  years  conti¬ 
nued  in  power. 

u  The  nation,  which  was  thus 
filled  with  combufKble  matter,  burft 
into  flame,  the  moment  of  that 
memorable  reparation,  in  1707.  In 
the  inidft  of  this  conflagration 
our  author  was  not  inactive.  He 
waited  on  Harley,  after  he  had 
been  driven  from  power,  who  ge- 
neroufly  advifed  him  to  continue 
his  fervices  to  the  queen,  which  he 
fuppofed  would  have  no  relation  to 
perfonal  differences  among  ftatef- 
men.  Godolphin  received  him  with 
equal  kindnefs  by  faying, — I  al¬ 
ways  think  a  man  honeft  till  I  find 
the  contrary.  And  if  we  may  ere- 
dit  De  Foe’s  affeverations,  in  the 
prefence  of  thofe  who  could  have 
convidled  him  of  falfehood,  he  for 
three  years  held  no  correfpondence 
with  his  principal  benefactor,  which 
the  great  man  never  took  ill  of 
him. 


u  When  Godolphin  was  iff  hi? 
turn  expelled,  our  author  in  the 
fame  manner  waited  on  the  ex-mi*! 
niiler,  who  obligingly  laid  to  him,! 
That  he  had  the  fame  good  will,! 
but  not  the  fame  power  to  a  Hi  ft 
him :  and  Godolphin  told  him, 
what  was  of  more  real  ufe,  to  wait 
till  he  faw  things  fettled,  and  then 
to  receive  the  Queen’s  commands 
from  her  confidential  fervants.  It 
naturally  occurred  to  De  Foe,  that 
it  was  his  duty  to  go  along  with  e- 
very  minillry,  while,  as  he  fays,, 
they  did  not  break  in  on  the  conffi- 
tution.  And  who  can  blame  a  ve¬ 
ry  fubordinate  officer  (if  indeed  he 
held  an  office),  who  had  a  wife 
and  fix  children  to  maintain  with 
very  fcanty  means  t  He  was  thus,, 
fays  he,  caff  back  providentially  on 
his  firft  benefaffor,  who  laid  his 
cafe  before  her  Majeffy,  whereby 
he  preferved  his  intereft  without  a- 
ny  engagement, 

il  De  Foe  now  lived  at  Mewing- 
ton,  in  comfortable  circumftances, 
preparing  fome  works  for  the  prel's, 
and  publifliing  the  Reviews :  in  this 
fituation  he  gav,e  and  received  ma¬ 
ny  wounds,  during  the  pen  and  ink 
war  of  that  contentious  period. 

“  Our  author  found  leifure  at 
length  to  republifl),  in  *712,  a 
Hiftory  of  the  Union,  which,  as 
he  fays,  lay  longer  in  the  prefs  than 
he  expeiffed;  and  which  is  now  pit- 
bliflied  a  third  time,  when  a  fimilar 
union  has  become  the  topic  of  puW 
lie  debate  and  private  converfation. 
It  feems  to  have  been  but  little  no¬ 
ticed  when  it  firft  appeared  :  for  as 
the  prefare  ftates,  it  had  many  dif¬ 
ficulties  in  the  way  ;  many  factions 
to  encounter,  and  parties  to  pleafe. 
The  fubjedt  of  this  work  is  the  com¬ 
pletion  of  a  meafure,  which  was 
carried  into  effedt,  notwithftanding 
obftrudtions  apparently  infurmount- 
able,  and  tumults  approaching  to 

rebellion ; 


ACCOUNT  OF  DE  FOE, 


rebellion  ;  and  which  has  produced 
the  ends  defigned,  beyond  expecta¬ 
tion,  whether  we  conflder  its  in* 
fluenee  on  the  government,  or  on 
the  happinefs  of  the  governed. 
The  language  of  this  narrative,  if 
it  wants  the  dignity  of  the  great 
hiftorians  of  the  preient  day,  has 
greater  fweetnefs  ;  if  it  is  not 
fometimes  grammatical,  if  is  always 
precife  ;  and  if  it  is  thought  de¬ 
fective  in  ilrength,  it  muff  be 
allowed  to  poffefs  in  a  high  degree 
an  eafy  flow  of  entertaining  periods. 
Confldering  the  fa&ioufnefs  of  the 
age,  the  author’s  candour  is  ad¬ 
mirable^  He  is  at  once  learned 
and  intelligent.  And  the  minute- 
nefs  with  which  he  defcribes  what 
lie  faw  and  heard  on  the  turbulent 
if  age,  where  he  aCted  a  confpicuous 
part,  is  extremely  interefting  to  us, 
who  wifh  to  know  what  actually 
oafled,  however  this  circumffian- 
tiality  may  have  difgufted  contem¬ 
poraneous  readers.  Hilfory  is 
!  chiefly  valuable  as  it  tranfmits  a 
e  faithful  copy  of  the  manners  and 
:  fentiments  of  every  age.  This 
narrative  of  De  Foe  is  a  drama,  in 
i  which  he  introduces  the  highefl: 
(  peers  and  the  lowed  peafants,  fpeak- 
{  ing  and  acting  according  as  they 
j  were',  each  actuated  by  their  cha- 
1  racferiftic  paflions ;  and  while  the 

I  man  of  tafle  is  amu  fed  by  his 
manner,  the  man  of  bufinefs  may 
draw  inlfrudlion  from  the  docu- 
t  meats,  which  are  appended  to  the 
Tend,  and  interfperfed  in  every 
|  page. 

<c  Unhappily  for  his  fame,  De 
)  Foe’s  connexion  with  the  pillory 
has  tranfmitted  his  name  with  no 
c good  report  to  pofterity.  If  we 
:  could  diveff  ourfelves  of  hereditary 
prejudice,  and  judge  of  him  by 
i  what  he  laid  and  did,  we  fhoxild 
.  fee  him  rife  fuperior,  as  a  ifatelman, 
to  the  great  men  of  both  fldes. 


[33] 

who,  having  entangled  themfelves 
in  names,  bade  defiance  to  common 
fenfe. 

14  The  year  17  k  may  be  re» 
garded  as  the  period  of  our  author’s 
political  life.  Faction  henceforth 
found  other  advocates,  and  parties 
procured  other  writers  to  diffemi- 
nate  their  fuggeflions,  or  to  pro¬ 
pagate  their  fabehoods.  De  Foe 
now  lived,  difcountenanced  and 
diftrefled,  at  Newington,  and  com¬ 
forted  only  by  a  wife,  whom  he 
loved,  and  by  fix  children,  whom 
he  had  taken  great  pains  to  edu« 
cate.  In  this  retirement  he  is  fuppof- 
ed  to  have  written  the  well-known 
Life  and  furprifing  Adventures  of 
Robinfon  Crufoe  ;  the  firfl:  part 
of  which  was  publifhed  in  1719, 
and  the  fecond  before  the  end  of 
the  year.  The  reception  of  it  was 
popular,  and  the  fale  was  great  1 
for  the  flory,  fays  the  preface, 
“  was  told  with  mode  fly  and  fe- 
rioulhefs,  and  with  religious  appli¬ 
cation  of  events  to  the  ufes  to 
which  wile  men  always  apply  them ; 
the  inftru£Hon  of  others  by  ex¬ 
ample,  and  the  juftifleation  of  Pro¬ 
vidence  in  all  the  different  cir- 
cumflances,  during  the  fufferings 
of  this  world.”  The  attention  is 
fixed  either  by  the  fimplicity  of 
the  narrative,  or  by  the  variety  of 
the  incidents ;  the  heart  is  amended 
by  a  vindication  of  the  ways  of 
God  to  man,  and  the  underftanding 
is  informed  by  various  in  fiances  of 
the  fuperiority  of  the  ufeful  over 
the  ornamental  arts  :  the  young  are 
inflrudted,  while  the  old  are  a- 
mufed. 

“  How  De  Foe  employed  h's 
latter  years,  it  is  now  impoflible 
to  know.  If  he  publifhed  The 
Family  Inflrudfor  and  the  Plan  of 
Commerce,  with  other  ftnaller 
•tracts,  which  are  attributed  to  him, 
it  mr.y  be  truly  affirmed,  that  Ids 
C  old 
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old  age  was  ufefully  tpent.  He  died, 
in  Ap  il  173  t,  within  the  parilh  of 
St.  Giles’s  Cripplegate,  London, 
at  an  age,  if  he  was  born  m  1663, 
when  it  was  time  to  j  rcpaie  lot 
Pis  ]a ft  voyage.  He  left  a  widow, 
Sit  farm  ah,  who  did  not  long  ftuwive 
him  ;  and  iix  Tons  and  daughter-, 
whom  he  beafts  of  having  educate  d 
as  well  as  his  eircumftances  would 
admit. 

“  It  is  no  eafy  talk  to  afeertain 
the  value,  or  the  titles  of  m  ny  of 
our  authoi’s  writings,  if  we  e  xcept 
thole  which  he  corrected  him  e  f 
and  publifhed  in  his  liie-time.  His 
poems,  whether  we  regard  pro¬ 
priety  of  fentiment,  or  fweetceis 


of  numbers,  may,  without  much 
lofs  of  pleafure  or  prolit,  be  red ig ti¬ 
ed  to  thofe,  who  in  imitation  of 
Pope,  poach  in  the  fields  of  ©bfo- 
lete  poetry  for  brilliant  thoughts, 
felicities  of  phrafe,  or  for  happy 
rhymes.  De  Foe’s  ecclefiaftical 
Pamphlets  may  be  relinquifhed  to 
the  perufal  of  thofe  who  delight  in 
ecclefiaftical  polemics.  But  his 
tradis,  political  and  commercial, 
the  lovers  of  that  liberty  which  he 
ably  defended,  and  the  friends  of 

that  trade  which  he  liberally  ex- 

* 

plained,  mult  wiili  to  fee  referred 
from  oblivion,  and  republilhed 
without  the  contamination  of  mat¬ 


ter  lefs  engaging  and  inftru&ive. 


The  LIFE  of  A  LI  BEY. 
[Extradled  from  Savary’s  Letters  on  Egypt.] 


A  LI  BEY  was  born  in  Na- 
tolyi,  in  1728,  and  receiv¬ 
ed  at  his  birth  the  name  of  Jou'feph, 
Jofeph.  Daoud  his  father,  a  Greek 
prieft,  of  one  of  the  moft  dillin- 
gu idled  families  in  the  count!  v, 
defigned  him  to  fucceed  to  his  dig¬ 
nity,  and  negledted  no  part  of  his 
education,  but  fate  had  otherwile 
ordained.  At  thirteen  years  old, 
jofeph,  hurried  on  by  the  ardour 
of  his  age,  was  hunting  with  other 
young  men  in  a  neighbouring  forelf  : 
robbers  fell  upon  them,  and  car¬ 
ried  them  oft',  in  fpite  of  their  cries 
and  their  retiftance.  The  foil  of 
33aoud  being  taken  to  Grand  Cairo, 
was  fold  to  Ibrahim  Kiaia,  a  lieu¬ 
tenant  of  the  Janizaries,  who  had 
him  circumcifed,  clothed  him  in 
the  drefs  of  the  Mamalukes,  and 
called  him  by  the  name  of  Ali, 
under  which  he  has  been  fince 
Grown.  He  gave  him  mailers  of 


the  Turkifh  and  Arabic  languages, 
and  of  horfemanfhip.  Compelled 
to  give  way,  he  deplored  in  his 
heart  the  leffs  of  his  parents,  and 
his  change  of  religion.  Infenfibly 
the  kind  treatment  of  his  patron, 
the  dignities  with  which  his  yanity 
flattered  him,  and  above  all,  the  ex¬ 
ample  of  his  companions,  gav-e  him 
a  re ! i 111  for  his  new  fituation.  The 
vivacity  of  his  mind  afforded  hum 
the  means  of  diftinguifhing  himielf. 
In  the  courfe  of  a  few  years  he 
was  perfect  mailer  of  the  languages 
that  were  taught  him,  and  even 
excelled  in  ali  bodily  excrcifes. 
None  of  the  Mamalukes  managed  a 
horfe  with  more  addrefs,  nor  threw 
the  javelin  with  .greater  force,  nor 
made  life  of  the  Fibre  and  fire¬ 
arms  with  more  dexterity  than  him. 
His  application  to  ftudy,  and  his 
graceful  manners,  made  him  dear  to 
Ibrahim  Kiaia.  Charmed  with  his 

talents, 
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talents,  he  railed  him  rapidly  to 
the  different  employments  of  his 
houfehold.  He  foon  attained  the 
poll:  of  Selidlar  Aga,  fwordbearer, 
and  of  Kafnadar,  treafurer.  The 
intelligence  he  difplayed  in  thefe 
employment  gained  him  more  and 
more  the  good  graces  of  his  patron, 
who  created  him  a  Cache!  at  the 
age  of  two  and  twenty. 

44  Become  a  governor  of  towns, 

O  m  + 

he  manifefted  his  natural  equity  in 
the  adminiftration  of  juftice,  and 
his  difcernment  in  the  acquifition 
of  the  Mamalukes,  to  whom  he 
endeavoured  to  communicate  his 
genius.  It  was  here  he  laid  fecret- 
ly  the  foundation  of  his  future 
•greatnefs.  Not  only  had  he  gain¬ 
ed  the  affection  of  Ibrahim,  but 
judging  that  the  favour  of  the  Pa¬ 
cha  might  be  made  fubfervient  to 
his  ambitious  views,  he  made  a 
point  of  pieafing  him.  This  vice¬ 
roy  was  called  Eahiph  ;  he  was  a 
man  of  real  merit,  diicovering  in 
the  young  Cachef  an  upright  and 
elevated  mind,  he  granted  him  his 
friendfhip,  and  declared  himfelf  his 
protector. 

44  Fie  remained  feveral  years  a 
Cachef.  liis  patron,  Ibrahim,  be¬ 
ing  eledied  Emir  Ffaji,  or  prince  of 
the  caravan,  which  is  the  fecorid 
dignity  in  Egypt,  betook  him  with 
him  to  efcort  the> pilgrims.  In  their 
march  they  were  attacked  by  the 
Arabs.  Aii  fell  upon  them  at  the 
head  of  the  Mamalukes  he  com¬ 
manded,  and  behaved  with  fo  much 
valour,  that  he  repulfed  the  ene¬ 
my,  and  killed  a  great  number  on 
the  fpot.  On  his  return,  feveral 
tribes  being  collected,  were  deter¬ 
mined  to  avenge  their  defeat.  The 
young  Cachef  gave  them  battle. 
He  precipitated  himfelf  like  light¬ 
ning  amidft  their  fquadrons,  and, 
overturning  every  thing  that  op- 
pofed  his  paffage,  he  obtained  a 
lignal  viiftorv.  The  Arabs  appear¬ 


ed  no  more.  Ibrahim  did  jufice 
to  the  fervices  of  his  lieutenant  in 
full  co unci  ,  and  propofed  to  create 
him  a  Sangi  ik.  ibrahim,  the  Cir¬ 
caffian,  an  enemy  to  t lie  former,  op- 
pofed  it  with  all  his  might,  and  em¬ 
ployed  all  his  eloquence  to  prevent 
a  nominati  m  which  difpieafed  him. 
The  Emir  Haji  prevailed.  All  was 
nominated  by  the  Divan  ;  Eddiu 
Mohamed,  the  Pacha,  confirmed 
this  choice,  clothed  him  with  a 
caftan,  and  gave  him,  agreeable  to 
culom,  the  Firman  of  Bey. 

44  Become  now  one  of  the  24, 
members  of  the  republic,  he  never 
forgot  his  obligations  to  his  patron, 
and  defenued  his  intereffis  with  an. 
admirable  conlfancy.  In  17^8  the 
Emir  Haji  was  murdered  by  the  par¬ 
ty  of  Ibrahim,  the  Circaffian,  From 
this  moment  Ali  meditated  ven¬ 
geance.  For  three  years  he  con¬ 
cealed  in  his  heart  his  refentment 
for  this  murder,  and  employed  all 
the  refources  of  his  mind  to  arrive 
•  at  the  poll  of  Scheik  Elbalad,  the  firft 
dignity  of  the  republic,  in  1763 
he  attained  that  dangerous  title,  the 
furnmit  of  his  ambition.  Soon  af¬ 
ter,  he  revenged  the  blood  of  his 
protector,  by  factificing  Ibrahim, 
the  Circadian,  with  his  own  hand. 
In  committing  this  defperate  action 
he  followed  rhe  impulfe  of  hatred 
rather  than  of  prudence  ;  for  it  rail¬ 
ed  up  numerous  enemies  again  11  him. 
All  the  Sangiaks,  attached  tothepar- 
ty  of  the  Circaffian,  confpired  again  It 
him.  Expofed  to  their  intrigues, 
and  on  the  point  of  being  murder¬ 
ed,  he  faved  himfelf  by  flight.  Af¬ 
ter  rapidly  eroding  the  defat  ts  of  the 
ifthmus  oi  Suez,  he  repaired  to  je* 
rufalem.  Having  gained  the  good 

c>  O 

graces  of  the  governor  of  that  city, 
he  thought  himfelf  in  fafetv.  But 
friendfnip  has  no  facred  afylum  a- 
monglt  the  Turks,  when  oppofed 
to  the  commands  of  the  defpot. 
His  enemies  were  afraid  of  him,  e- 
C  2  ven 
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Ten  in  his  exile.  They  wrote  to 
the  Porte  to  demand  his  death,  and 
orders  were  immediately  fent  to  the 
governor  to  ftnke  oft  his  head. 
Fortunately,  Rahiph,  his  old  friend, 
now  one  of  th^  members  of  the 
Divan,  gave  hiifa  timely  warning, 
and  ad  v  ifed  him  to  fly  from  J  e  r  ufalem . 
Ali  therefore  anticipated  the  arrival 
of  the  Capigi  Bachi,  and  took  re¬ 
fuge  with  Scheik  Daher,  prince  of 
St.  John  of  Acre.  This  refpedt- 
able'old  man,  who  for  fifty  years  had 
defended  his  little  principality  a- 
gainft  the  whole  forces  of  the  Ot¬ 
toman  empire,  received  with  open 
arms  the  unfortunate  ScheikElbalad, 
and  afforded  him  hofpitality,  that 
facrcd  pledge  of  the  fafety  of  man¬ 
kind,  whole  holy  ties  are  never  vi¬ 
olated  by  the  Arabs.  He  was  not 
long  in  difcovering  the  merit  of  his 
gueft,  and  from  that  moment  load¬ 
ed  him  with  careffes,  and  called 
him  his  fon.  Fie  exhorted  him  to 
fupport  adverfity  with  courage, 
flattered  his  hopes,  foothed  his  {br- 
rows,  and  made  him  taile  of  plea- 
fures  in  the  bofom  even  of  his  dif- 
grace.  All  Bey  might  have  paffed 
his  days  happily  with  Scheik  Daher, 
but  ambition,  that  p  eyed  upon  him, 
would  not  fuller  him  to  remain  in¬ 
active.  He  carried  on  a  fecret  cor- 
refpondence  with  fome  of  the  San- 
giaks  attached  to  his  intereft.  He 
inflamed  their  zeal  by  the  tempta¬ 
tion  of  better  government.  The 
prince  of  Acre,  on  his  part,  wrote 
to  his  friends  at  Grand  Cairo,  and 
urged  them  to  haften  the  recall  of 
the  Scheik  Elbalad.  While  this 
was  going  on,  Rahiph,  now  grand 
vifier,  openly  efpoufed  the  intereft  of 
his  old  friend,  and  employed  all  his 
credit  to  obtain  his  re-eftablifhment. 
Thefe  different  means  fucceeded  to 
the  willies  of  Ali.  The  beys  in¬ 
vited  him  to  return  to  Grand  Cairo, 
and  to  refume  his  dignity.  He  fet 


off  immediately,  and  was  received 
with  the  acclamations  of  the  people, 
u  The  Scheik  Elbalad  reftored, 
was  neverthelefs  perfectly  acquaint¬ 
ed  with  the  precarioufnefs  of  his 
fituation.  He  could  never  reckon 
upon  a  tranquil  adminiftration. 
Hatreds  were  flirted,  but  not  ex- 
tinguifhed.  On  all  fides  the  ftorm 
was  gathering  around  him.  All 
thofe  whom  the  murder  of  Ibra¬ 
him,  the  Circadian,  had  offended, 
were  eonftantly  fpreading  fnares  for 
him.  AH  his  penetration  was  ne« 
ceffary  to  avoid  them.  They  wait¬ 
ed  only  for  a  favourable  occaiion  to 
let  their  refentment  break  out.  The 
death  of  Rahiph,  which  happened 
in  1763,  furnifhed  them  this  oppor* 
tunity.  They  threw  off  the  mafk, 
and  declared  open  war  againft  him. 
On  the  point  of  perilhing,  he  e- 
fc;ped  into  Arabia  Felix,  viftting  the 
coafts  of  the  Red  Sea,  and  once 
more  took  refuge  with  the  Scheik  of 
Acre,  who  received  him  with  the 
fame  tendernefs.  This  wife  old 
man,  taught  by  the  experience  of 
fourfeore  years,  had  gone  through 
every  reverfe  of  fortune  He  was 
calculated  to  furnifh  confolation  to 
the  wretched.  He  charmed  by  the 
wifdom  of  his  converfation  the  lift- 
lefFnefs  of  his  gueft  ;  he  revived  his 
courage  by  the  hope  of  a  happier 
hereafter,  and  endeavoured  to  make 
him  forget  his  misfortunes.  Whiift 
he  was  alleviating  his  deftiny,  the 
Sangiaks  of  the  party  of  Ibrahim, 
the  Circaftian,  fruiting  in  the  total 
dellrudtion  of  their  enemy,  aban¬ 
doned  theinfelves  to  all  forts  of  vex¬ 
ations,  and  perfecuted  thofe  who 
were  devoted  to  the  interefts  of  Ali. 
This  imprudence  opened  the  eyes 
of  the  majority,  '"hey  perceived 
that  they  were  the  dupes  of  a  few 
ambitious  men,  and,  to  ftrengthen 
their  parry,  recalled  the  Scheik  El¬ 
balad,  and  prpmifed  to  fupport 

him 
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with  all  their  power.  He  fet  off 
immediately,  with  the  embraces  of 
the  Scheik  Daher,  who  proffered  the 
fin  cere  ft  willies  for  his  profperity. 
On  his  return  to  Grand  Cairo,  in 
1766,  Ali  held  a  council  with  his 
partisans .  He  reprefented  to  them 
that  moderation  had  only  excited  to 
revenge  the  friends  of  Ibrahim,  that 
nothing  but  flight  would  have  fay¬ 
ed  him  from  their  plots ;  and  that, 
to  fecure  the  common  fafety,  thefe 
turbulent  fpirits  mull  be  facrificed. 
The  whole  affembiy  applauded  this 
refolution,  and  the  next  day  they 
took  off  the  heads  of  four  of  them. 
This  execution  infured  the  tran¬ 
quillity  of  Ali.  He  faw  himfelf  at 
the  head,  of  the  government,  and 
in  the  fpace  of  fix  years  he  railed 
fixteen  of  his  Mamaiukes  to  the 
dignity  of  Beys,  and  one  of  them 
to  that  of  Janizary  Aga.  The  prin¬ 
cipals  were  Mahomed  Abou  Dahab, 
Ifrnael,  Mourad,  Kalian,  Tenta- 
oui,  and  Ibrahim.  1  he  firft  was 
his  countryman.  He  purchafed  him 
in  1758,  and  had  a  particular  af¬ 
fection  for  him.  & 

44  Supreme  chief  of  the  repub¬ 
lic,  he  adopted  every  meafure  to 
render  her  power  durable.  Not 
content  with  increafing  his  Mama¬ 
iukes  to  the  number  of  lix  thou- 
fand,  he  took  into  pay  ten  thoufand 
Mograbi,  He  made  his  troops  ob¬ 
serve  the  moft  rigid  difcipline,  and, 
by  continually  cxerciling  them  in 
the  handling  of  arms,  formed  excel¬ 
lent  foldiers.  He  attached  to  him¬ 
felf  the  young  men  who  compofed 
his  household,  by  the  paternal  at¬ 
tention  he  paid  to  their  education, 
and  above  all  by  bellowing  favours 
and  rewards  on  thofe  who  were  the 
moll  worthy.  His  party  became  fo 
powerful,  that  fuch  of  his  col¬ 
leagues  as  were  not  his  friends, 
dreaded  his  power,  and  did  not  dare 
$0  thwart  his  projects.  Believing 
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his  authority  effablillied  on  a  folid 
balls,  he  turned  his  attention  to  the 
welfare  of  the  people.  The  Arabs, 
difperfed  over  the  defeits,  and  on 
the  frontiers  of  Egypt,  committed 
ravages  not  to  be  fuppreffed  by  a 
fluctuating  government.  He  de¬ 
clared  war,  and  font  againft  them 
bodies  of  cavalry  wftiich  beat  them 
every  where,  and  drove  them  back 
into  the  depth  of  their  folitudes. 
Egypt  began  to  refpire,  and  agri¬ 
culture,  encouraged,  flourilhed  once 
more  in  that  rich  country.  Having- 
rendered  the  chiefs  of  each  village 
refponfible  for  the  crimes  of  the  in¬ 
habitants,  he  punilhed  them  until 
the  authors  of  the  offence  were  de¬ 
livered  into  the  hands  of  juftiee. 
In  this  manner,  the  principal  citi¬ 
zens  looked  after  the  public  fafety, 
and  for  the  firft  time,  fince  the  com¬ 
mencement  of  the  Turkilli  empire, 
the  traveller  and  the  merchant  could 
pals  through  the  whole  extent  of 
the  kingdom,  without  the  appre- 
henlion  of  an  infult.  Acquainted 
with  the  exceffes  of  mercenary  foK 
diers,  both  in  the  capital  and  in 
the  provinces,  he  ordered  the  per* 
funs  injured  to  add  refs  their  com¬ 
plaints  immediately  to  him,  and  h$ 
never  failed  to  do  them  juftiee, 

44  The  Scheik  Elbalad,  wifli-? 
ing  to  give  a  frelh  proof  of  his 
fricndlhip  to  Mahomed  Abou  Da¬ 
hab,  and  to  attach  him  by  an  indi'f* 
folubletie,  bellowed  his  filler  in  mar¬ 
riage  on  him.  For  three  days  their 
nuptials  were  celebrated  by  illumi¬ 
nations,  by  horfe  races,  and  brilli¬ 
ant  entertainments.  But  this  was 
only  accumulating  favours  on  a  trai¬ 
tor,  who  was  meditating  in  filence, 
the  ruin  of  his  benefactor.  Con¬ 
nected  fecretly  with  the  remains  of 
Ibrahim’s  family,  he  afpired  to  the 
fovereign  power.  Ambition  and 
third  oi  gold  had  corrupted  his 
heart.  Every  method  by  which  he 
’  C  3  might* 
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might  poffibly  attain  the  dignity  of 
Scheik  Elbaiad  appearc  d  to  him  le- 
gi  imate.  1  heSangbks  with  whom 
he  had  an  undent  and  ing,  being  no 
Grangers  to  his  avarice,  gave  him 
conliderable  films  to  engage  him  to 
put  Ah  out  of  the  way.,  Knowing 
How  difficult  his  own  vigilance,  and 
the  love  of  thofe  about  him,  ren¬ 
dered  the  execution  of  this  plot, 
and  fearing  for  his  life,  he  deferred 
ir  to  a  more  favourable  moment, 
and  kept  the  gold.  But  to  in  ere  a  fe 
the  confidence  of  his  friend,  and 
hill  more  to  blind  him,  he  d’i fcovered 
the  corifpi racy.  This  eonfrfiion  fuc- 
ceeded  beyond  his  expectation.  The 
tendernefs  of  All  for  a  brother-in- 
law,  to  whom  he  thought  himfelf 
indebted  for  his  life,  became  excef- 
live.  Abou  Dahab  never  loft  light 
of  his  infamous  projedt.  Fie  at¬ 
tempted  the  fidelity  of  Tentaoui, 
and  offered  him  300,000  livres  to 
murder  his  patron  whilft  he  played 
at  chefs  with  him.  This  b:  ave  chief 
hew  immediately  to  acquaint  Ali 
with  the  pr  pofal.  The  Scheik  El¬ 
baiad,  too  much  prejudiced  in  fa¬ 
vour  of  Mahomed,  only  laughed 
at  it.  The  traitor  defeated  in  this, 
tried  another  method.  He  endea¬ 
voured  to  force  his  wife  to  poifon 
a  brother  (lie  loved,  by  prefenting 
him  a  difli  of  coffee.  She  rejected 
the  propofition  with  horror,  and 
fent  a  faithful  Have  to  conjure  Ali 
to  be  upon  his  guard,  and  to  fear 
every  thing  from  Abort  Dahab,  as 
his  molt  dangerous  enemy.  So  ma¬ 
ny  warnings  ought  to  have  opened 
his  eyes,  but  his  tendernefs  for  him 
was  exceffive.  He  could  not  be¬ 
lieve  in  crimes  bis  own  heart  re- 
volted  at,  and  the  confciou'fnefs  of 
his  bounties  removed  eveiy  appre- 
henfion. 

“  In  1768  the  Ruffians  declared 
War  again  ft  the  Porte,  and  their 
five's  penetrated  into  the  Mediter¬ 


ranean.  The  Scheik  Elbaiad,  ac¬ 
cording  to  cuftom,  levied  twelve 
thoufand  men  to  fend  to  the  aflift- 
ance  of  the  Grand  Signior.  His  e- 
nemies  availed  themfelves  of  this 
circumftance  to  ruin  him.  They 
wrote  to  the  Divan  of  Conftanri- 
nople,  that  the  troops  he  was  coD 
lecftiny  were  defined  to  fierve  in  the 

O 

Ruffian  ai mies,  with  which  court 
he  had  formed  a  treaty  or  alliance. 
The  letter  was  ligned  by  feveral 
beys.  The  calumny  was  credited 
without  farther  examination,  and 
the  Sultan  immediately  difpatched 
a  Capigi  Bachi,  with  four  fatellites, 
to  take  off  his  head.  Fortunately 
for  Ali,  he  had  a  truftv  agent  in  the 
council.  Fie  feet  <  ff,  without  lofs 
of  time,  two  couriers,  one  by  lea, 
the  other  by  land,  to  acquaint  him 
with  this  treachery.  They  arrived 
before  the  grand  lignioris  meiTen- 
ger? .  The  Scheik  Elbaiad  kept  the 
matter  fecret.  He  fent  to  Tenta- 
oui,  in  whom  he  placed  great  con¬ 
fidence,  and.  difeovering  to  him  the 
my  fiery,  commanded  him  to  diD 
guile  himfelf  like  an  Arab,  and  to 
go  with  twelve  Mamalukes,  twenty 
miles  diftant  Irofn  Cairo,  and  wait 
for  the  grand  lignior’s  emilfaries. 
You  will  take  from  them,  added  he, 
their  difpatches,  and  you  will  put 
them  to  death. 

“  Tentaou  i  acquitted  himfelf  per¬ 
fectly  well  of  his  commiffion.  Af¬ 
ter  waiting  feme  time  in  the  ftation 
affigned  him,  till  the  Capigi  Bachi 
and  his  fatellites  made  their  appear¬ 
ance.  He  laid  hold  of  their  per- 
Ions,  wrefted  from  them  rhe  fatal 
O’der,  flew  them  all,  and  buried 
them  in  the  land.  Poffeffed  of  the 
firman  the  Scheik  Elbaiad  alfem- 
bled  the  chiefs  of  the  republic-,  and 
after  communicating  it,  he  addreffi- 
ed  them  :  Ci  How  long  fhall  we  fub- 
mit  to  be  the  victims  of  the  defpo- 
tifm  of  the  Ottoman  Porte  ?  What 

confidence 
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confidence  can  we  have  in  treaties 
with  her  ?  A  few  years,  fince,  fhe 
made  a  part  of  the  chiefs  of  this 
republic  perifh,  contrary  to  a'l  juf- 
tice.  Several  among!!  you  witneff- 
ed  that  bloody  execution,  and  dill 
bear  the  marks  of  it. ~  Behold  the 
blood  of  four  of  your  colleagues, 
with  which  this  marble  we  are  this 
moment  treading  on  is  hill  red.  To- 
day  mv  death  is  or  den  d  To-mor¬ 
row  will  be  demanded  the  head  of 
him  who  (hall  fill  my  place.  This 
is  the  moment  to  (hake  o if  the  yoke 
of  a  defpot,  who,  violating  oar  pri¬ 
vileges  and  our  laws,  feems  to  clif- 
pofe  of  our  lives  as  he  thinks  pro¬ 
per.  Let  us  join  our  arms  to  thofe 
of  Ruifia.  Let  us  free  this  repub¬ 
lic  from  the  domination  of  a  barba¬ 
rous  mailer.  Aid  me  with  your  ef¬ 
forts,  and  I  will  anfwer  for  the  li¬ 
berty  of  Egypt.”  This  difcourfe 
produced  all  the  effecT  that  All  had 
a  right  to  expedt  from  it.;  the  fix- 
teen  beys  of  his  party  exclaimed 
with  one  voice,  that  war  mull  be 
declared  againit  the  grand  fignior. 
Such  as  were  of  a  contrary  opini¬ 
on,  unable  to  oppofe  it,  promifed 
to  fecond  it  with  all  their  power. 
The  Pacha  received  an  order  to  quit 
Egypt  in  four  and  twenty  hours. 
The  Scheik  Elbalad  communicated 
this  refolution  to  the  Prince  of  A- 
cre,  promifing  to  join  his  troops 
with  thofe  of  Egypt,  in  order  to 
conquer  Syria. 

44  He  had  formerly,  as  we  have 
feen,  furveyed  the  Jemen,  and  the 
eaftern  coali  of  the  Red  Sea.  Judg¬ 
ing  what  advantages  he  might  de¬ 
rive  from  the  commerce  and  produc¬ 
tions  of  thofe  countries,  if  he  could 
fubjeel  them  to  his  government,  he 
levied  two  armies,  the  one  of  twen¬ 
ty-fix  thoufand  cavalry,  the  other 
of  nine.  The  command  0^  the  for¬ 
mer  he  gave  to  his  brother-in-law, 
and  that  of  the  fecond  to  Ifmael 


Bey.  Abou  Dahab  was  to  attack 
Arabia  Felix,  and  the  interior  pro¬ 
vinces  ;  Ifmael,  the  maritime  towns 
and  the  fea -ports.  He  gave  the  ge¬ 
neral  the  plans  they  were  to  follow, 
and  equipped  a  fleet  to  coali  along 
the  Red  Sea,  and  fupply  them  with 
provifions.  He  had  calculated  like 
an  able  warrior,  the  obftacles  they 
had  to  furmount,  and  fuccgfs  de¬ 
pended  on  their  fidelity  in  carrying 
his  orders  into  execution.  1  he  E- 
gyptian  cohorts  left  Egypt  in  1770. 
Whiift  they  were  on  their  march 
to  the  conquell  of  Arabia,  the  Sche¬ 
ik  Elbalad  remained  in  the  capital, 
where  he  gave  up  his  whole  atten¬ 
tion  to  the  internal  police  of  the 
kingdom,  and  to  the  happinefs  of 
the  people. 

4t  The  cuftom-houfes  of  Egypt 
had  long  been  in  the  bands  of  jews, 
who  committed  horrid  depredations, 
and  harrailed  foreigners  with  impu¬ 
nity.  He  removed  them,  and  en* 
traded  their  adminiilration  toChrif- 
tians  of  Syria  with  a  particular  re¬ 
commendation  to  favour  the  Euro¬ 
pean  merchants.  He  was  fallible 
how  dourifhing  Egypt  might  be¬ 
come  by  commerce.  His  project 
was  to  open  it  to  all  the  nations  of 
the  world,  and  to  render  it  the  em¬ 
porium  of  the  merchandize  of  Eu¬ 
rope,  India,  and  Africa.  To  ef¬ 
fect  this,  it  was  only  neceiLry  to 
provide  for  the  fecurity  of  the 
caravans,  and  to  put  the  merchants 
under  the  protedlion  or  the  laws  ; 
which  he  did,  by  checking  on  eve¬ 
ry  fide  the  vagabond  Arabs,  and  by 
eilabiifhing  at  Grand  Cairo,  Selim, 
Aga,  and  Solomon,  Kiaia  of  the 
Janizaries,  to  protedfithe  merchants, 
and  to  lee  jullice  done  them.  With 
the  fame  view  he  ordered  his  gene¬ 
rals  to  leave  officers  in  the  fea  ports 
they  might  take,  to  receive  the  vef- 
1  els  from  India,  and  to  defend  them 
againd  the  natives  of  the  country. 

C  4  He 
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He  was  not  long  in  reaping  the  fruits 
of  his  wife  adminiftration.  He 
had  the  happinefs  to  fee  the  Egyp¬ 
tians  relieved,  Grangers  favourably 
received,  the  public  fafety  efta- 
blilhed,  agriculture  encouraged,  and 
the  republic  raifed  to  a  pitch  of 
fplendour  file  never  had  attained 
from  the  firff  hour  of  her  exigence. 

u  Whiift  he  was  thus  glorioufly 
employed,  his  generals  triumphed 
in  Arabia.  Abou  Dahab  conquer¬ 
ed  the  Jemen  in  one  campaign, 
deflroyed  the  Scherif  of  Mecca, 
and  fubftituted  in  his  place  the 
Emir  Abdalla,  who,  to  pay  his 
court  to  Ali,  gratified  him  with 
the  pompous  title  of  Sultan  of 
Egypt  and  the  two  feas.  Ifmaei, 
on  his  fide,  made  himfelf  mailer  of 
all  the  towns  bordering  on  the 
eaflern  fhore  of  the  Arabic  Gulf. 
They  returned  to  Cairo  covered 
with  laurels.  The  inhabitants  re¬ 
ceived  them  with  loud  acclama¬ 
tions,  and  their  triumphs  were 
celebrated  by  fplendid  fellivals, 
i(‘  Ali  had  not  laid  afide  the 
expedition  againil  Syria.  In  1771 
he  fent  Mohamed  Abou  Dahab  to 
attempt  that  conquefl,  at  the  head 
of  forty  tboufand  men.  Whiift 
thefe  troops  were  travelling  the 
defert,  veffels,  equipped  at  Dami- 
etta,  tranfported  to'  St.  John  of 
Acre,  the  neceffary  fupplies  for 
them  Availing  himfelf,  like  an 
able  politician,  of  the  prefent  cir- 
cumilances,  the  Schffk  Elbalad 
wrote  to  count  Alexis  Orlow,  then 
a^t  Leghorn,  to  form  a  treaty  of  ah 
liance  with  the  emprefs  of  Ruffia. 
He  offered  tne  admiral  on  his  part, 
money,  provihons,  and  ioldiers  j 
requiring  onlyr  a  tew  engineers, 
and  engaged  to  unite  his  forces 
with  thofe  of  the  Ruffians  to  over¬ 
throw  the  Ottoman  throne  The 
count  thanked  Ali,  encouraged  him 
in  his  •  glorious  enterprise,  made 
1 


him  great  promifes,  which  were 
never  realized,  and  allured  him  that 
he  fhould  lofe  no  time  in  laying  his, 
difpatches  before  his  fovereign, 

“  Lie  had  deputed  the  year  be¬ 
fore  a  Venetian  merchant,  called 
Rofette,  to  propofe  an  alliance  with 
the  Republic  of  Venice,  and  to 
encourage  her  to  retake  from  the 
Turks  thofe  iilands  and  delightful 
provinces  file  had  formerly  poffeffed 
in  the  Mediterranean.  Lie  pro* 
roiled  to  aid  her  with  all  the  forces 
of  Egypt,  and  to  re-eftablifh  there 
her  ancient  commerce  ;  but  the 
Republic  declined  this  hardy  en- 
terprize. 

u  During  thefe  negociafions, 
Abou  Dahab,  affifled  by  the  coun- 
fels  and  the  fuccours  of  the  prince 
of  Acre,  took  all  the  towns  of 
Syria  from  the  Ottomans,  and  drove 
them  before  him  like  a  dock  of 
ftieep. 

“  He  had  long  meditated  the 
ruin  of  Ali,  his  patron,  his  brother- 
in-law,  his  friend.  The  delire  of 
gaining  the  foldiery,  by  making 
them  the  companions  of  his  vic¬ 
tories,  had  alone  induced  him  to 
take  arms,  and  influenced  all  his 
meafurcs.  The  intereft  of  Egypt* 
whxh  the  union  with  Syria  would 
have  rendered  independent  of  the 
Forte,  had  no  part  in  his  projects* 
No  fooner  was  he  lure  of  his  officers 
and  ioldiers,  than,  after  making 
them  take  an  oath  of  fidelity,  he- 
hoifled  the  ftandard  of  rebellion. 
Fie  withdrew  all  his  garrifo'ns  from 
the  conquered  places,  and,  render¬ 
ing  abortive  the  fruit  of  fo  much 
blood  fjrilts  and  of  a  whole  year  of 
conqu,efts,  he  re-entered  Egypt., 
On  his  departure  the  Turks  retook, 
without  a.  ft ruggle,  the  cities  he 
had  takeh  from  them,  razed'their 
walls,  and  added  new  fortifications; 
Abou  Dahab,  thus  elated  with 
fuccefs,  did  not  dare  at  firft  to  at¬ 
tack 
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tack  Hie  capital,  where  his  rival 
was  too  powerful.  He  kept  along' 
the  weltern  coaft  of  the  Red  Sea, 
eroded  the  Defert,  and  marched  into 
Upper  Egypt.  It  was  then  he 
made  an  open  difplay  of  his  cri¬ 
minal  intentions.  He  took  Girge 
and  other  important  towns.  By 
force  or  by  addrefs,  he  gained  the 
beys  who  commanded  there,  and 
defcended  towards  Cairo. 

44  Ali  Bey  repented,  but  too 
late,  having  followed  the  emotions 
of  his  heart  rather  than  the  dic¬ 
tates  of  prudence,  by  placing  in  the 
hands  of  a  traitor  a  command  with 
which  he  fhould  never  have  en- 
truAed  him.  He  hill  had  refources, 
and  he  haftened  to  oppofe  them  to 
his  enemy.  Having  collected  twenty 
thoufand  men,  he  put  at  their  head 
ifmael  Bey,  on  whofe  experience 
and  fidelity  he  thought  he  could 
fafely  reckon.  Abou  Dahab  was 
encamped  near  Gaza  ;  Ali  ordered 
his  general  to  take  pod  near  to  Old 
Cairo,  and  prevent  the  enemy  from 
palling  the  river.  Nothing  was 
more  eafy  ;  but  the  perfidious 
Ifmael,  bafely  betraying  the  in- 
terefts  of  his  patron,  formed  a 
treatyof  alliance  with  Abou  Dahab, 
and  palled  over  to  his  camp.  The 
junction  of  the  two  armies  was  a 
thunderfiroke  for  the  generous  Ali, 
In  the  fir  if  emotions  of  defpair, 
he  determined  to  fhut  himfelf  up 
in  the  caifle  of  Grand  Cairo  with 
his  few  brave  adherents,  and  to 
bury  himfelf  under  its  ruins.  The 
fons  of  Scheik  Daher,  who  loved 
him,  reprefented  to  him  the  folly 
of  this  refolution,  and  conjured  him 
once  more  to  efcape  with  them  to 
St.  John  of  Acre.  He  felt  the 
wifdom  of  their  council,  and  fol¬ 
lowed  it.  He  wrote  inftantly-  to 
count  Orlow,  requeuing  him  to 
lend  fome  warlike  ftores,  and  iomc 
-officers  tc>  him  into  Syria,  He 


entrufted  thefe  difpatches  to  the 
Armenian  Jacob,  who  had  already 
acquitted  himfelf  of  a  iimilar 
commiflion,  colleded  his  treafures, 
and  loaded  them  on  twenty  camels* 
He  fent  to  demand  fiom  Mailera 
Reilk,  whom  he  had  made intendant 
of  the  revenues  of  Egypt,  all  the 
money  he  had  colledled  ;  but  the 
knave  had  hid  himfelf,  and  it  wasim- 
poffible  to  find  him.  In  the  middle 
of  the  night,  Ali  Bey,  accompa¬ 
nied  by  the  fons  of  Scheik  Daher* 
Tentaoui,  Ruifuan,  Haflan,  Kail5 
Mourad,  Abd,  Errohman,  Latif* 
Mouifafa,  Ibrahim,  Zoulficar,  Ha- 
cheph,  Ofman,  Selim,  Aga,  and 
Soliman,  Kiaia  of  the  Janizaries* 
all  beys  of  his  creation,  and  about 
7000  troops,  left  Cairo  for  the  third 
time,  and  fled  acrofs  the  defer ts. 
He  carried  with  him  twenty -flout 
millions  of  livres  (about  one  mil¬ 
lion  flerling)  in  gold  and  fllver* 
After  live  days  forced  march,  h« 
arrived  on  the  16th  of  April,  1772? 
at  the  gates  of  Gaza,  and  his  troops 
began  to  breathe.  The  treafon  of 
two  men,  on  whofe  friendfhip  he 
had  the  AridteA  claims,  rent  his 
heart  with  forrow.  He  fliuddered 
at  the  very  name  of  Abou  Dahab, 
and  his  blood  boiled  in  his  veins. 
This  agitation,  added  to  the  fatigue 
of  fo  difficult  a  rout,  brought  on 
a  ferious  malady.  A  prey  to  the 
moA  gloomy  melancholy,  he  looked 
for  death  with  a  fort  of  confolarioa. 
Liberty  procured  to  Egypt,  Arabia 
fubmitted  to  his  fway,  juftice  efla- 
blifhed  in  the  cities,  comiperce 
flourifhing,  the  good  he  had  already 
done  the  people ;  all  thofe  advan¬ 
tages,  which  it  was  the  wifli  of  his 
heart  Aill  farther  to  procure  them, 
he  faw  for  ever  vanifhed,  and  this 
bitter  refledtion  filled  the  meafure 
of  his  misfortunes.  WhilA  he  was. 
cruelly  fuffering  under  thefe  poig¬ 
nant  cares,  the  Scheik  Daher,  that 

ten 
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rcfpc&able  e-ld  man,  bis  faithful 
friend,  his  protector  in  adveriity, 
eft  me  to  vifit  him  in  his  tent.  After 
mingling  his  tears  with  thofe  of 
Ali,  he  called  him  his  fon,  and 
tried  by  exhortations  full  of  fenfe 
and  ttndernefs,  to  communicate 
fame  comfort  to  his  Borrows .  He 
reprefented  to  him  that  bis  (it  nation 
was  not  defperatc,  that  the  Ruffian 
fquadron  was  at  hand,  and  that,  ' 
with  this  fuccour,  he  might  hill 
regain  the  dignity  from  which  he 
had  been  precipitated  by  treafon. 
How  powerful  are  the  tender  con- 
folations  of  friendfhip  on  femible 
hearts  1  It  is  a  falutary  balm  that 
penetrates  all  our  fenfes,  and  heals, 
as  if  by  enchantment,  the  wounds 
borh  of  the  foul  and  of  the  body. 
Ali  experienced  its  effects,  and 
hope  once  more  appeared  to  renew 
the  lamp  of  life.  The  Arab  prince 
had  brought  with  him  a  phyhei  n, 
whom  he  left  with  his  lick  friend, 
and  he  recovered  his  health  in  a  few 
weeks. 

44  A  detachment  of  the  Ruffian 
fquadron  appearing  before  Acre, 
Ali  took  the  advantage  of  this  op¬ 
portunity  to  write  to  count  Oriow. 
He  made  the  fame  requeft  as  before, 
del: ring  him  to  fend  him  foroe 
cannon  and  engineers,  and  a  corps 
«>f  three  thottfand  Albanians.  He 
allured  him,  that  immediately  after 
his  reinuatement,  all  the  forces  of 
Egypt  Ihould  be  at  his  difpofal. 
Eeiiu  es  this,  he  addreffied  a  letter  to 
the  Czarina,  in  whic  h  he  folicited 
her  ajliance,  and  propofed  to  her 
a  commercial  treaty  with  Egypt. 
Zulhcar  Bey,  the  bearer  of  thefe 
difp.atches,  was  commiflioned  to 
prefent  to  the  Ruff  an  admiral  three 
fine  hoiles,  richly  caparifoned.  It 
is  certain  that  if  Ruffia  had  only 
fent  this  feeble  fuccour  to  the 
Scheik  Elbalad,  he  would  have 
triumphed  oyer  his  enemies,  and 


have  been  proclaimed  king  of  Egypt. 
Nor  can  it  be  doubted  from'  his 
character,  and  every  concurrent 
circumlfance,  that  he  would  have 
delivered  into  the  hands  of  the 
Ruffians  the  commerce  of  the  eaft- 
ern  world,  and  have  g' anted  them 
pons  in  the  . Red  Sea  and  the  Me¬ 
diterranean.  This  alliance  might 
have  operated  a  total  change  of 
affairs  in  the  Eaft.  The  Ruffian 
fhips  fet  fail  for  Paros  the  18th  of 
May,  17729  and  condudled  the 
ambaflador  of  Aii. 

44  The  precipitate  retreat  of  A- 
bou  Dahab  had  given  the  Turks 
time  to  regain  their  poffeffions,  and 
to  fortify  them.  Having  formed  a 
corps  of  fix  thou  hind  men,  he  gave 
the  command  of  it  to  the  brave 
Tentaoui,  and  ordered  him  to  at¬ 
tack  beide.  Scheik  Lebi,  and  Sche¬ 
ik  Crim,  one  the  fon,  the  other  the 
fon  in-law  of  the  prince  of  Acre, 
joined  the  Egyptian  chief,  and 
marched  in  concert  with  him.  In 
their  route  they  fell  in  with  the  ce¬ 
lebrated  Haffan  Pacha,  who  was 
expecting  them,  in  an  advantage¬ 
ous  poll,  at  the  head  of  thirteen 
thoufand  men.  Notwithstanding 
their  inferiority,  ’hey  did  not  he- 
fitate  to  give  him  battle.  Their 
cavalry  was  excellent.  They  ruffl¬ 
ed  in  a  body  on  the  Turks,  broke 
through  their  ranks,  cut  a  great 
number  of  them  in  pieces,  and  put 
the  reft  to  flight.  The  fugitives 
conveyed  the  alarm  to  Seide,  which 
inftantly  opened  her  gates  to  the 
conquerors.  Tentaoui  leaving  a 
garrifon  in  the  town,  under  the  or¬ 
ders  of  Haffan  Rev,  returned  to  the 
camp,  where  he  received  the  com¬ 
pliments  of  Ali,  and  of  the  prince  of 
Acre. 

44  On  the  13th  of  Auguff,  in  the 
fame  year,  Ali  marched  againft  Jab 
fa,  accompanied  by  the  valiant  ions 
of  the  Scheik  Daher, 


44  After 
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u  After  the  capture  of  Jaffa,  the 
Sell  ik  Elbalad  led  his  troops  to  Ra¬ 
ma,  which  was  carried  lword  in 
hand.  Thefe  face  dies  raifed  the 
hopes  of  his  partisans,  and  infpir- 
ed  him  with  the  confidence  of  re- 
tumingtriumphant  to  Grand  Cairo. 
Ali  had  conftantly  maintained  a  cor- 
relpondence  with  the  chiefs  of  the 
janizaries,  who  have  great  power 
In  the  capital.  The  promiies  with 
which  he  flattered  them,  and  the  a- 
veriion  with  which  \boii  Dahab’ s 
avarice  infpired  them,  determined 
theifs  openly  to  efpoufe  his  party, 
and  to  demand  his  recall.  They 
w rote, to  him  that  he  might  return, 
and  that  they  would  defend  his  in- 
terefts.  This  news  overwhelmed 
him  with  joy  ;  he  imparted  it  to  his 
friends,  and  prepared  for  his  re¬ 
turn  to  Egypt.  Scheik  Daher  was 
of  a  different  opinion.  He  advifed 
him  to  wait  the  promifed  fuccours 
of  the  Ruffians,  to  foment  divilions 
amongft  the  chiefs  of  the  republic, 
to  be  previoufiy  well  allured  of  the 
dilpofition  of  the  troops  in  his  fa¬ 
vour,  and  not  rafhly  rilk  his  for¬ 
tune  and  his  life,  Thefe  counfels, 
dictated  by  prudence,  were  not  fol¬ 
lowed.  Ali,  impatient  to  return 
to  Grand  Cairo,  and  humble  his 
enemies,  fondly  imagined  he  was 
marching  to  vidfory.  He  colleft- 
ed  the  garfifons  of  the  conquer¬ 
ed  towns,  raifed  contributions  in 
them,  arrived  at  Gaza,  the  22ft  ot 
March,  and  left  it  on  the  4th  of 
April  2773. 

44  Elis  whole  cavalry  confided  of 
two  thoufand  men,  and  two  hun¬ 
dred  and  fifty  mamalukes,  Three 
thoufand  four  hundred  Mograbi 
compofed  his  infantry.  Tenta^ 
oui.  Kali  1,  Latif,  Haffan,  Abd 
Errohman,  Mou  rad,  Selim  the 
Aga,  and  Soliman  Kiaia  of  the 
Janizaries,  were  all  his  remain¬ 
ing  beys.  Six  hundred  and  fifty 


horfe  commanded  by  the  fon  and 
fon-in-iaw  of  Scheik  Daher,  accom¬ 
panied  this  little  army,  which  form¬ 
ed  in  all  fix  thoufand  three  hundred 
and  ten  combatants. 

44  Abou  Dahab  had  lent  twelve 
thoufand  men  to  Saiakia,  a  town 
fituated  on  the  ifthmus  of  Suez,  to 
oppofe  Ali’s  paffiage.  As  foon,  there¬ 
fore,  as  he  approached  this  place, 
thefe  troops  advanced  to  meet  him, 
and  ranged  themfelves  in  line  of 
battle.  The  Scheik  Elbalad.  with-* 
out  hesitation,  accepted  the  chal¬ 
lenge.  He  rufhed  upon  them  with 
the  rapidity  of  lightning.  He 
fought  fabre  in  hand  at  the  head  of 
his  Mamalukes,  who,  encouraged, 
by  his  preience,  carried  definition 
through  the  ranks.  The  enemy 
fu framed  this  terrible  fnock  for  four 
hours.  At  length,  penetrated  ia 
all  parts,  they  fled  into  the  defert, 
leaving  a  great  number  of  dead  up¬ 
on  the  field  of  battfe.  This  glori¬ 
ous  victory  encouraged  the  little 
troop  of  Ali,  who  thought  them¬ 
felves  invincible  under  fc  brave  a 
leader.  Profiting  by  the  ardour  of 
his  warriors,  he  advanced  diretly 
to  Grand  Cairo.  The  fugitives  car¬ 
ried  the  news  of  their  defeat,  and 
of  his  approach.  Abou  Dahab  af- 
fembled  the  beys  brought  over  to 
his  intereft,  and  the  principal  peo¬ 
ple,  and  addreffied  them  in  thefe 
terms  :  6(  Brave  chiefs  of  the  re¬ 
public,  and  you  Egyptians,  who 
cherifh  the  law  of  our  prophet,  you 
know  Ali.  He  is  a  Chriftian  in  his 
heart,  and  has  contracted  alliances 
with  the  ,  infidels.  Ele  wifhes  to 
fubjet  this  country,  that  he  may 
aboiifli  the  religion  of  Mahomet, 
and  force  you  to  adopt  Chriftianity. 
Remember  what  the  Europeans 
have  done  in  India ;  the  Mtifful- 
men  of  thofe  rich  countries  re¬ 
ceived  them  with  kindnefs,  admit¬ 
ted  them  into  their  ports,  granted 

them 
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them  fa&ories,  and  made  commer¬ 
cial  treaties  with  them.  What  was 
the  confequence  ?  The  Chriftians 
have  ravaged  their  provinces,  de- 
ilroyed  their  cities,  conquered  their 
kingdom,  and,  after  reducing  them 
to  flavery,  have  effablilhed  idolatry 
on  the  ruins  of  the  true  religion. 
Faithful  MulTulmen,  a  fimilar  fate 
awaits  you.  Ali,  the  ally  of  thefe 
Europeans,  is  about  to  overturn 
the  conftitution  of  your  empire,  to 
throw  open  Egypt  to  the  infidels, 
and  force  you  to  become  Chriftians. 
Aid  me  to  repulfe  the  enemy  of  the 
republic,  of  your  laws,  of  Iflam- 
ifm ;  or  prepare  yourfelves  for  all 
the  miferies  your  brethren  of  Ben¬ 
gal  have  fuffered. — Chufe  between 
him  and  me.”  At  the  conclufton 
of  this  harangue,  Abou  Dahab  pre¬ 
tended  a  defire  to  abdicate  the  dig¬ 
nity  of  Scheik  Elbalad,  and  to  with¬ 
draw.  But  the  whole  audience 
pronounced  with  one  unanimous 
cry,  anathemas  againft  Ali,  and 
promifed  to  fpill  the  lad  drop  of 
their  blood  in  defence  of  the  com¬ 
mon  caufe.  Availing  himfelf  a- 
droitly  of  this  moment  of  enthufi- 
afin,  Abou  Dahab  published  a  ma- 
nifefto  in  the  city,  by  which  every 
man  who  loved  his  religion  and  his 
country,  was  invited  to  take  arms ; 
and  before  the  clofe  of  the  day, 
twenty  thoufand  men  were  ranged 
under  his  banners.  He  fet  out  im¬ 
mediately  at  the  head  of  this  army, 
to  attack  the  enemy.  The  janiza¬ 
ries,  faithful  to  their  promife,  re? 
fufed  to  follow  him,  and  waited 
with  tranquillity,  the  refult  of  the 
combat. 

“  Ali  was  unprepared  for  this  e- 
yent.  He  no  fooner  heard  that  A- 
^)ou  Dahab  was  approaching  with 
troops,  three  times  fuperior  to  his 
In  number,  than  he  abandoned 
fiimfelf  to  defpair,  and  ft  11  dan- 
gcroufly  ill.  His  friends  advifed 


him  to  return  to  Acre,  but  he  de¬ 
clared  he  would  fooner  perifh  than 
retreat  an  inch. 

“  The  13th  of  April,  1773,  the 
army  of  Grand  Gairo  appeared  in 
the  prefence  of  his  camp.  He  im¬ 
mediately  ranged  his  troops  in-  or¬ 
der  of  battle,  Scheik  Lebi  and 
Scheik  Crim  had  the  command  of 
the  left  wing.  The  right  he  gave 
to  Tentaoui,  and  placed  his  infan¬ 
try  i\  the  center.  Having  made 
thefe  able  difpolitions  and  exhorted 
the  chiefs  to  fight  valiantly,  he 
made  them  convey  him  to  his  tent, 
for  lie  was  too  weak  to  fit  on  horfe- 
back.  The  battle  began  at  eleven 
in  the  morning.  Both  parties  charg¬ 
ed  with  fury,  and  in  fpite  of 
the  inferiority  of  All’s  troops,  they 
at  fir  ft  had  the  advantage.  Scheik 
Lebi  and  Scheik  Crim  glorioufly  re- 
pulfed  the  Egyptian  cavalry.  Ten¬ 
taoui,  at  the  head  of  the  brave 
Mamalukes,  overthrew  every  thing 
before  him.  Victory  was  declaring 
for  Ali,  when  the  Mograbi,  thole 
mercenary  troops,  invariably  led 
by  the  allurement  of  gain,  fuffered 
themfelves  to  be  corrupted  by  the 
fplendid  promifes  of  Abou  Dahab, 
and  palTed  ever  to  his  fide.  The 
fortune  of  the  day  was  changed. 
The  fugitives  rallied,  and  having 
now  but  three  thoufand  men  to  con¬ 
tend  with,  they  environed  them  011 
every  fide,  and  fiew  a  great  num¬ 
ber  of  them.  The  generous  Ten¬ 
taoui  could  not  furvive  his  defeat. 
He  precipitated  himfelf  into  the 
middle  of  their  fquadrons,  and 
fell,  covered  with  wounds,  on  a 
heap  of  dead,  whom  he  had  fa- 
crificed.  Scheik  I  ebi,  the  valiant 
fon  of  the  prince  of  Acre  defended 
himfelf  for  a  long  time  with  his  A- 
rabs,  and  died  combating.  Scheik 
Crim,  opening  himfelf  a  p adage 
through  the  Egyptian  ranks,  rode 
full  fpeed  \o  the  tent  of  Ali,  and 
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conjured  him  to  take  refuge  with 
him  at  St.  John  of  Acre.  Mou- 
rad,  Ibrahim,  Soliman,  and  Abd 
Errohman,  arrived  there  alfo,  and 
made  the  fame  remonftrances.  My 
friends,  replied  he,  fly,  I  com¬ 
mand  you  ;  as  for  me,  my  hour  is 
come. "  Scarcely  had  they  quitted 
him,  before  he  was  furrounded  by 
the  victorious  troops.  The  Mama- 
1  ukes,  who  were  near  his  tent,  de¬ 
fended  their  mailer  to  the  laft  drop 
of  their  blood,  and  all  peridied 
with  their  arms  in  their  hands. 
Defpair  having  given  new  force  to 
the  unhappy  Scheik  Elbalad,  he 
role  up,  and  flew  the  fir  ft  two  fob 
diers  who  attempted  to  feize  him. 
He  was  bred  upon,  and  wounded 
with  two  balls.  At  this  moment 
the  lieutenant  of  Abou  Dahab 
appearing,  fabre  in  hand,  AH  fliot 
him  with  a  piftol.  Swimming  in 
his  blood  he  fought  like  a  lion, 
but  a  foldier  having  beat  him  down 
by  the  back  broke  of  a  fabre,  they 
threw  themfelves  upon  him,  and 
carried  him  to  the  tent  of  the  con¬ 
queror.  The  traitor  carrying  his 
perfidy  to  its  greateft  height,  fired 
feigned  tears  on  feeing  him  in  this 
condition,  and  tried  to  confole  him 
for  his  difgrace.  All  turned  away 
his  eyes,  and  uttered  not  a  word. 
He  died  of  his  wounds  eight  days 
after.  Others  have  allured  me  that 
they  were  not  mortal,  and  that  he 
was  poifoned  by  his  infamous  bro¬ 


ther-in  law.  This  was  to  complete 
his  enormities ;  nor  can  we  refleCt, 
without  fliuddering  on  the  horrors 
to  which  men  are  hurried  by  am¬ 
bition. 

44  Ali  was  of  the  middle  fize  ; 
he  had  large  eyes,  full  of  fire  ;  his 
carriage  was  graceful  and  noble, 
and  his  character  frank  and  gene¬ 
rous.  Nature  had  endowed  him 
with  an  unfurmountable  courage, 
and  a  lofty  genius.  Far  removed 
from  that  barbarous  pride  which 
leads  the  Turks  to  defpife  ft  rangers, 
he  loved  them  for  their  talents, 
and  generoufly  repaid  their  fervices. 
He  wifhed  ardently  for  officers  to 
difeipline  his  troops  *  and  teach 
them  the  European  taCties.  He 
died  the  victim  of  his  friendfliip. 
His  misfortunes  arofe  from  nou- 
riffling  and  bringing  up  a  traitor, 
who  took  advantage  of  his  bounty 
to  imbitter  his  days,  and  to  con¬ 
duct  him  to  his  grave.  Had  Rufiia 
availed  herfelf  of  his  offers,  had 
Ibe  but  granted  him  fome  engineers, 
and  three  or  four  thoufand  men,  he 
would  have  made  himfelf  foverei»;n 
of  Syria  and  Egypt,  and  have- 
transferred  to  his  ally  the  com¬ 
merce  of  Arabia  and  India.  He 
periflied  at  45  years  of  age,  The 
Egyptians  long  wept  his  ]of§,  and 
faw  themfelves  again  plunged  into 
all  the  miferies  from  which  he  had 
delivered  them. 
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EFFECT  of  the  PUBLIC  GAMES  on  the  CHARACTER 

of  the  GREEKS. 

*  T  i  r  '  W 

[From  the  Fir  if  Volume  of  Dr.  Gillies’s  Hiftory  of  Greece.] 

«  TN  examining  the  effect  of  the  the  feafon  of  the  Olympic  games), 

X  games,  as  inftitutions  for  bo-  they  received,  bare  headed,  the 
dily  exercife  and  mental  improve-  diredl  rays  of  the  fun.  And  the 
ment,  it  is  neceflary  to  refledf,  not  firm  organization,  acquired  by  per- 
only  on  the  univerfality  of  their  petual  exercife,  counteradfed  that 
eftablilhment,  but  on  the  frequency  fatal  propensity  to  vicious  indul- 
of  their  repetition.  Befides  the  pub*  gence,  too  natural  to  their  volup- 
lie  folemsities  already  delcnbed,  tuous  climate,  and  produced  thole 
innumerable  provincial  fellivals  inimitable  models  of  ftrength  and 
were  celebrated  in  each  particular  beauty,  which  are  fo  defer vedly 
republic.  The  Athenians  employ-  admired  in  the  precious  remains  of 
ed  near  a  third  part  6f  the  year  in  Grecian  ftatuary. 
fuch  amuleinents  ;  and,  if  we  may  44  Thefe  corporeal  advantages 
be  allowed  to  conjecture,  that  thofe  were  followed  by  a  train  of  excel- 
communities  which  inllituted  molt  -lencies,  to  which  they  are  nearly 
fellivals,  would  mofi  excel  in  the  allied.  There  is  a  courage  depend- 
arts  and  exercifes  difplayed  in  ing  on  nerves  and  blood,  which  was 
them,  we  may  conclude,  from  the  improved  to  the  higheft  pitch  among 
/national  defoliations  of  the  Olym-  the  Greeks.  They  delight,  lays 
pic  vidlors,  preferved  in  ancient  Lucian,  to  behold  the  combats  of 
authors^  that  the  number  of  the  bold  and  generous  animals  ;  and 
Athenian  fellivals  was  rivalled  by  their  own  contentions  are  dill  more 
that;  of  fevera.l  other  dates.  animated.  In  the  memorable  war 

“  For  thefe  warlike  and  elegant  with  Perfia,  they  fhewed  the  lu- 
amufements  the  youth  were  care-  -periority  of  their  national  courage  ; 
fully  trained  by  the  difcipline  of  the  and  it  is  worthy  of  obfervation, 
gymnalia,  in  which  they  learned  that  the  mod  figriai  exploits  were 
whatever  can  give  ftrength  and  performed  in  the  field  of  battle  by 
agility  to  the  limbs,  cafe  and  grace  thofe  who  had  been  previoufly 
jto  the  motions,  force  and  beauty  to  adorned  with  the  Olympic  crown. 

-  the  genius.  Bodily  ftrength  and  It  was  a  general  boad,  that  one 
agility  were  accompanied  by  health  Grecian  could  conquer  ten  Per- 
apd  vigour  of  conftitution.  Their  dans ;  and  the  fuggeftions  of  rea- 
athletic  hardinefs  bore,  without  fon  tend  to  confirm  the  evidence  of 
inconvenience,  the  viciflitudes  of  hidory.  In  the  battles  of  the  Greeks 
cold  and  heat.  Even  in  the  fcorch-  and  Perfians,  vidlory  was  not  ob- 
jng  warmth  of  July  (for  tlr^t  was  tained  by  the  mechanical  exer¬ 
tions 
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turns  of  diftant  hoftility.  The 
contefl  was  decided  by  the  point  of 
the  fword  and  fpear.  Thefe  wea¬ 
pons  require  aCtivity  of  the  limbs, 
•iteadinefs  of  the  eye,  and  dexterity 
of  the  hand.  They  improve  the 
courage  as  well  as  the  vigour  of  the 
foldier  ;  and  both  were  admirably 
promoted  by  the  habitual  exerciles 
•of  the  gvmnaiia,  which  infpired  not 
only  the  fpirit  to  undertake,  but 
the  ability  to  execute,  the  mo  ft 
dangerous  and  difficult  enterprises. 

44  The  p  vmnaitic  arts  encouraged 
other  qualities  fbi.II  more  important 
than  bodily  accomplilliments  and 
courage.  Chiefly  by  their  in¬ 
fluence,  the  love  of  pkafure  and 
the  love  of  action,  the  two  moil 
powerful  principles  in  the  human 
bread,  were  directed  to  purpofes 
not  only  innocent  but  ufeful.  The 
deli  re  of  an  Olympic  crown  re¬ 
frained  alike  thofe  weakpeiles 
which  form  the  difgrace,  and  thole 
vices  which  form  the  guilt  and 
nailery,  of  undilc  plined  minds  ; 
and  an  object  of  earthly  and  pe- 


rifnable  ambition,  led  to  the  lame 
external  purity  and  temperance, 
that  is  recommended  by  the  pre¬ 
cepts,  and  enforced  by  the  {auc¬ 
tions,  of  a  divine  and  immutable 
religion.  The  oil,  the  crown,  the 
robes,  and  the  palms,  compote  not 
the  only  refemblance  between  the 
Chriftian  and  the  Olympic  victors. 
Thefe  vifible  images  have  been  bor¬ 
rowed,  indeed,  by  the  facred, writers, 
to  affilt  our  imperfect  conception  of 
divine  truths  ;  but  they  have  been, 
borrowed  from  an  inftitutkm  which 
refem.bies  Chriftianity,  not  in  the 
honours  and  rewards  which  it 
propofed,  but  in  the  efforts  and 
duties  which  it  required.  The 
ambition  of  honeft  fame  taught  men 
to  controul  the  appetites  of  the 
body  by  the  affections  of  the  foul  ; 
the  fprings  of  emulation  ,  nepreffed 
the  allurements  or  fenfiuility  ;  one 
dangerous  paiiion  combated  another 
iljll  more  dangerous  - --and  a  train 
of  useful  prejudices  fuppdrred  the 
cauie,  and  maintained  theaicend- 
ant  of  virtue. 


INFLUENCE  of  their  MUSICAL  and  POETICAL  CONTESTS. 

[From  the  fame  VtTork.j 


u  ?N  explaining  the  influence  of 
j[  the  Grecian  folemnities,  we 
mult  not  forget  the  mulical  and 
poetical  exhibitions,  which,  from 
being  employed  to  reward  the 
victors  in  the  gymnaflic  exerciles, 
came  to  be  themfelves  thought 
Worthy  of  reward.  The  martial 
lelfons  of  Tyrtseus  and  Callinus 
admirably  confpired  with  the  effeCts 
which  have  already  been  deferibed, 
encouraging  the  firm  and  manly 
virtues  both  by  the  enthuflafm 
with  which  their  precepts  were 


conveyed,  and  by  tfe  lively  jm- 
preifions  which  they,  gave:  of  thofe 
objects  for  whicli  it  is  important 
to  contend.  The  courage  depend¬ 
ing  on  blood  and  nerves  is  un¬ 
certain  and  transitory  in  its  exift- 
ence ;  and  even  while  it  ex  ills, 
may  be  indifferently  employed  to 
purpofes  beneficial  or  deflructivc. 
It  belonged  to  the  martial  bards  to 
determine  its  doubtful  nature,  to 
fix  and  illuftrate  its  genuine  mo¬ 
tives,  and  to  direCt  it  to  the  proper 
objects  of  its  purfuit. 


u  The 
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“  The  mufical  entertainments 
thus  flrengthened,  refined,  and 
exalted  the  manly*  principles  in/ 
fpired  by  all  the  cuftoms  and  infti- 
tutions  of  that  warlike  age.  But  as 
bravery  is  a  hardy  plant  that  grows 
in  every  foil,  the  moil  beneficial 
confequence  of  the  arts  confided  in 
infufing  as  proper  mixture  of  foft- 
nefs  and  fenfibility  into  the  Grecian 
character.  This  is  well  known  to 
be  their  effedt  in  every  country 
where  they  are  allowed  to  flourrfh* 
The  Greeks,  in  a  peculiar  man¬ 
lier  required  their  affi fiance  ;  nor 
could  it  have  been  polfible  for  that 
people,  without  the  happy  influ¬ 
ence  of  the  arts,  to  controul  the 
barbarity  naturally  occafioned  by 
their  conftant  employment  in  war, 
the  favage  cruelty  introduced  by 
the  practice  of  domefiic  fervitude, 
and  the  intolerable  ferocity  which 
feems  eflentially  inherent  in  the 
natfire  of  democratical  government. 
Amidit  tnefe  fources  of  degeneracy 
and  cofruption,  the  time  and  appli¬ 
cation  neceffary  to  attain  profici¬ 
ency  in  the  purfuits  of  genius, 
habituated  the  Greeks  to  gentle 
amufements,and  innocent  pleafures. 
The  honours  and  rewards  bellowed 
on  the  fuccefsful  candidates  fot 
literary  fame,  engaged  them  to  feek 
happinefs  and  glory  in  the  peace¬ 
ful  fliade  of  retirement,  as  well 
as  on  the  contentious  theatre  of 
adfive  life ;  and  the  obfervations 
and  difeoveries  occafionally  fug- 
gefied  by  the  free  communication  of 
fentimenr,  flrengthened  and  con¬ 
firmed  thofe  happy  prejudices  which 
combat  on  the  fide  of  virtue,  and 
enforce  the  practice  of  fuch  rules 
of  behaviour  as  are  moll  ufefui  and 
agreeable  in  fociety. 

“  If  the  mufical  and  literary 


entertainments  acquired  fuch  an 
happy  influence  over  the  moral 
difpofitions  of  the  heart,  they  pro¬ 
duced  a  fiili  more  confiderable  ef¬ 
fect  on  the  intelledlual  faculties  of 
the  mind.  It  is  almofi  impoffible, 
in  the  prefent  age,  to  conceive  the 
full  extent  of  their  efficacy  in  im¬ 
proving  the  memory,  animating*  the 
imagination,  and  correcting  the 
judgment.  As  to  the  memory, 
indeed,  there  is  a  period  in  the  pro- 
grefs  of  fociety  preceding'  the  in¬ 
troduction  of  writing,  when  the 
energies  of  this  faculty  have  been 
exerted  among  inanv  nations  with 

o  j 

a  wonderful  degree  of  force.  Even 
among*  the  barbarous  Celtic  inha¬ 
bitants  of  our  own  ifland,  the 
Druids  could  repeat  an  incredible 
number  of  verfes,  containing  the 
knowledge  of  their  hiftory,  laws, 
and  religion  ;  sand  a  period  of 
twenty  years  was  required  to  com¬ 
plete  the  poetical  ftudies  of  a  can¬ 
didate  for  the  priefihood. 

u  But  if  the  Greeks  are  more  than 
equalled  by  other  nations  in  the  ex- 
ercife  of  the  memory,  they  have  al¬ 
ways  been  unrivalled  in  the  delica¬ 
cy  of  their  tafte,  and  the  inimitable 
charms  of  their  fancy.  Thefe  ex¬ 
cellencies,  whether  originally  pro¬ 
duced  by  natural  and  moral  caufes, 
or  more  probably  by  a  combination 
of  both,  were  doubtlefs  extended 
and  improved  by  emulation  and 
habitual  exercife.  To  this  exer- 
cife  the  public  folemnities  afforded 
a  proper  field  ;  and,  in  the  con- 
tefts  of  mufic  and  poetry,  were  dif* 
played  the  opening  bloffoms  of 
Grecian  genius,  bloffoms  which  af¬ 
terwards  ripened  into  thofe  fruits 
of  philofophy  and  eloquence,  that 
will  form  the  admiration  and  de¬ 
light  of  the  laft  ages  of  the  world. 

CONDITION 


CONDITION  and  TREATMENT  of  the  GRECIAN  WOMEN. 

[From  the  fame  Work.] 


54  lETOR  reafons  which  will  imme- 
diately  appear,  we  have  not 
hitherto  found  it  neceflary  parti¬ 
cularly  to  defcribs  the  manners  and 
influence  of  the  Grecian  women  ; 
but  the  character  and  condition  of 
the  fair  fex  will  throw  light  on  the 
preceding  obfervations  in  this  chap¬ 
ter,  and  prefent  the  moft  ftriking 
contrail  of  any  to  be  met  with  in 
hillory,  If  we  knew '.not  the  con¬ 
fide  ration  in  which  women  were 
anciently  held  in  Greece,  and  the 
advantages  which  they  enjoyed  at 
[Sparta,  after  the  laws  of  Lycurgus 
had  revived  the  inflitutions  of  the 
heroic  ages,  we  fhould  be  apt  to 
fufpect  that  the  ungenerous  treat¬ 
ment  of  the  feebler  fex,  which 
afterwards  fo  univerfally  prevailed, 
had  been  derived  from  the  Egyp¬ 
tian.  and  Aiiatic  colonies,  which 
early  fettled  in  that  part  of  Europe. 
Excluded  from  focial  intercourfe, 
which  nature  had  fitted  them  to 
idorn,  the  Grecian  women  were 
'igoroully  confined  to  the  moft  re¬ 
tired  apartments  of  the  family,  and 
employed  in  the  meaneit  offices  of 
lomeftie  ©economy.  It  was  thought 
ndecent  for  them  to  venture 
Abroad,  unlcfs  to  attend  a  pro- 
:effion,  to  accompany  a  funeral,  or 
o  affift  at  certain  other  religious 
;>lemnities.  Even  on  thefc  occa- 
tons,  their  behaviour  was  attent¬ 
ively  watched  and  often  malig- 
iantly  interpreted.  The  moll  in¬ 
nocent  freedom  was  conflrued  into 
breach  of  decorum  ;  and  their 
eputat-ion  once  fullied  by  the 
ighteft  imprudence,  would  never 
fterwards  be  retrieved.  If  fuch 
nreafonable  feverities  had  pro¬ 
jected  from  that  abfurd  jealoufy 
1786*  . 


which  fometimes  accompanies  a 
violent  love,  and  of  which  a  certain 
degtee  is  nearly  connedled  with 
the  delicacy  of  paffion  between  the 
fexes,  the  condition  of  the  Grecian 
women,  though  little  lefs  miferable 
would  have  been  far  lefs  con¬ 
temptible.  But  the  Greeks  were 
utter  llrangers  to  that  refinement 
of  fentiment  which  in  the  ages  of 
chivalry,  and  which,  flill  in  fome 
fouthern  countries  of  Europe, 
renders  women  the  objects  of  a  fuf- 
picious,  but  re  foe  fitful  paffion,  and 
leads  men  to  gratify  their  vanity 
at  the  expence  ot  their  freedom* 
Married  or  unmarried,  the  Gre¬ 
cian  females  were  kept  in  equal 
reftraint  ;  no  pains  were  taken  to 
render  them,  at  any  one  period  of 
their  lives,  agreeable  members  of 
fociety ;  and  their  education  was 
either  entirely  negledted,  or  con¬ 
fined  at  lead  to  fuch  humble  ob¬ 
jects,  as  infteai  of  elevating  and 
enlarging  the  mind,  tende^niy  to 
narrow  and  to  debafe  it.  Though 
neithei  qualified  for  holding  an 
honourable  rank  in  fociety,  nor 
permitted  to  enjoy  the  company  of 
their  neareft  friends  and  relations, 
they  were  thought  capable  of  fu- 
perintending  or  performing  the 
drudgery  of  domeftic  labour,  of 
afiting  as  fie  wards  for  their  huf- 
bands,  and  thus  relieving  them 
from  a  multiplicity  of  little  cares, 
which  feemed  unworthy  their  at¬ 
tention,  and  unfuitable  to  their 
dignity.  The  whole  burden  of 
fuch  mercenary  cares  being  im- 
pofed  on  the  women,  the  fir  ft  in-* 
fh’ufitions  and  treatment  were  adapt¬ 
ed  to  that  lowly  rank,  beyond 
which  they  could  never  afterwards 
D  .  ^  afpire, 
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afplre.  Nothing  was  allowed  to 
divei  I  them  minds  from  thofe  fervile 
occupations  in  which  it  was  in¬ 
tended  that  their  whole  lives  fhould 
be  fpent,  no  liberal  idea  was  pre¬ 
sented  to  their  imaginations  that 
might  i‘aife  them  above  the  ignoble 
arts  in  which  they  were  ever  def- 
tihed  to  labour;  the  fm aide  ft  fa¬ 
miliarity  with  Grangers  was  deemed 
a  dangerous  offence  ;  and  any  in¬ 
timacy  or  connection  beyond  the 
walls  of  their  own  family,  a 
heinous  crime  ;  fince  it  might  en¬ 
gage  them  to  embezzle  the  houfe- 
hold  furniture  and  effects  com¬ 
mitted  to  their  care  and  ewitody. 
Even  the  laws  of  Athens  confirmed 
this  miferable  degradation  of  wo¬ 
men,  holding  the  fecurhy  of  the 


htifband’s  property  a  matter  of 
greater  importance  than  defending 
the  wife’s  pc rfon  from  outrage,  and 
protecting*  her  character  from  in¬ 
famy.  By  lucli  illiberal  inftitu- 
tions  were  the  molt  amiable  part 
of  the  human  lpecies  infulted, 
among  a  people  in  other  refpects 
the  molt  improved  of  all  antiquity. 
They  were  totally  debarred  from 
thofe  refined  arts  and  entertain¬ 
ments,  to  which  their  agreeable 
qualities  might  have  added  a  new 
charm.  InfteaJ  of  directing  the 
tatle  and  enlivening  the  pleafures 
of  bn  iefy,  their  value  was  e  hi  mat¬ 
ed,  like  that  of  the  ignobleft  ob¬ 
jects,  merely  by  profit  or  utility* 
Their  chief  virtue  was  refer ve,  and 
their  point  of  honour,  ceconomy. 


CHARACTER  and  MANNERS, of  the  ANCIENT  WELSH. 
[From  Warrington’s  Hiflory  of  Wales.} 


THE  Welfh  (according  to  Gi- 
raldus  Cambrenlis,  who  was 
himielf  a  native  of  the  country, 

'*  and  wrote  in  a  period  when  their 
native  manners,  were  pure  and  un¬ 
adulterated  bv  foreign  intercourle) 
were  a  nation  light  and  nimble,  and 
more  fierce  than  fhong  ;  from  the 
lowed  to  the  higheft  of  the  people 
they  were  devoted  to  arms,  which 
the  plowman  as  well  as  the  courtier 
was  prepared  to  feize  on  the  firit 
iu  m  mo  ns.  Their  chief  employ¬ 

ment  in  works  of  hulbandry  was, 
that  for  oafs  they  opened  the  foil, 
once  only  in  March  and  April ;  and 
for  wheat  or  rye,  they  turned  it  up, 
twice  in  the  hummer,  and  a  third 
time  in  winter,  about  the  feafon  of 
thrashing. 

“  The  chief  fufienance  of  this 
people,  in  refpeCt  of  their  food, 
2 


was  cattle  and  oats,  befides  nr  Ik, 
cheefe,  and  butter  ;  though  they 
ufually  ate  more  plentifully  of  fiefii 
meat  than  of  bread. 

4‘  As  they  were  not  engaged  in 
the  occupations  of  traffic  either  by 
fea  or  land,  their  time  was  entirely 
employed  in  military  affairs.  They 
were  fo  anxious  for  the  prefervation 
of  their  country  and  its  liberties, 
that  they  e deemed  it  delightful  not 
only  to  fight  for  them,  but  even  to 
ificrifice  their  lives :  and,  agreeably 
to  this  fpirit,  they  entertained  an  1- 
dea  that  it  was  a  difgrace  to  die  in 
then*  beds,  but  an  honour  to  fall  in 
the  field.  Such  was  their  eager 
courage,  that  although  unarmed, 
they  often  dared  to  engage  with  men 
entirely  covered  with  armour.  And 
in  inch  engagements,  by  their  acti¬ 
vity  and  valouV,  they  ufually  came 

off 
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off  conquerors.  That  their  activi¬ 
ty  might  not  be  impeded  by  any  un- 
necelfary  incumbrance,  they  made 
ufe  of  light  armour;  Inch  as  final  1- 
ier  coats  of  mail,  lliields,  and  fome- 
ttme's  of  iron  greaves ;  their  offem 
live  weapons  were  arrows  and  long 
ipears.  Their  bows  were  ufually 
made  of  flight  twigs  joined  or  twi fl¬ 
ed  together,  and  though  rude  in 
their  form,  they  difeharged  an  ar¬ 
row  with  great  force.  The  people 
of  North  Wales  were  remarkable 
for  fpears  fo  long  and  well  pointed, 
that  they  could  pierce  through  an 
iron  coat  of  mail ;  the  men  of  South 
Wales  were  accounted  the  rnoft  ex¬ 
pert  archers.  The  chieftains,  when 
they  went  to  war,  were  mounted  on 
fwift  horfes,  bred  in  the  country  ; 
the  lower  forts  of  people,  on  ac¬ 
count  of  the  mat  flies,  as  v/ell  as 
the  inequalities  of  the  ground, 
marched  on  foot  to  baitle  ;  though, 
whenever  the  occafion  or  the  place 
rendered  it  neceffary  for  the  pur- 
pofes  either  of  fighting  or  flying, 
the  horfemen  thcmfelves  difmount- 
ed  and  ferved  on  foot. 

44  The  Welfli  either  went  with 
their  feet  entirely  bare,  or  they 
ufed  boots  of  raw  leather,  in  fie  ad 
of  (hoes,  fewed  together  with  raw 
fkin. 

44  In  the  time  of  peace,  the  young 
men  accuftoined  themfelves  to  pe¬ 
netrate  the  woods  and  thickets,  and 
to  run  over  the  tops  of  mountains  ; 
and  by  continuing  this  exercife 
t  through  the  day  and  night,  they 
1  prepared  themfelves  for  the  fatigues 
and  employments  of  war. 

64  Thefe  people  were  not  given 
to  excels  either  in  eating  or  drink- 
ing.  They  had  no  fet  time  appoint¬ 
ed  for  their  meals,  nor  any  expen¬ 
sive  riches  in  their  cloaths.  Their 
whole  attention  was  occupied  in  the 
fplendid  appearance  of  their  hofles 
and  ari^S,,  in  the  defence  of  their 


country,  and  in  the  care  of  their 
plunder.  Accu Homed  to  faff  front 
morning  rill  night,  their  minds  were 
wholly  employed  on  bu.ii.nefs,  they 
gave  up  tjhe  day  entirely  to  prudent 
deliberations,  and  in  the  evening 
they  partook  of  a  fober  flipper. 
But  if,  at  any  time,  it  happened* 
that  they  were  not  able  to  procure 
any,  or  only  a  very  fparirtg  repaid, 
they  patiently  waited  till  the  next 
morning  ;  and  in  this  fituation,  pre¬ 
vented  neither  by  hunger  nor  cold* 
they  were  eager  to  take  advantage 
of  dark  and  fformy  nights  for  hof- 
tile  invafions. 

44  There  was  not  a  beggar  to  be 
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feen  among  thefe  people ;  for  the 
tables  of  all  were  common  to  all ; 
and  with  them  bounty,  and  particu¬ 
larly  hofpitable  entertainment,  were 
in  higher  eftimation  than  aiiv  of  the 
other  virtues.  Hofpitality,  indeed^ 
was  fo  much  the  habit  of  this  na¬ 
tion,  by  a  mutual  return  of  fuch 
civilities,  that  it  was  neither  offer¬ 
ed  to,  nor  requefted  by  travel¬ 
lers.  As  foon  as  they  entered  any 
houfe,  they  immediately  delivered 
their  arms  into  the  cultody  of  fome 
perfon  ;  then  if  they  fuffered  their 
feet  to  be  wafhed  by  thole,  who  for 
that  purpofe  directly- offered  them 
water,  they  were  conlidered  as  lodg¬ 
ers  for  the  night.  1'he  refufal  of 
this  offered  civility,  intimated  their 
delire  of  a  morning’s  refrefhment 
only.  The  offer  of  water  for  the 
purpofe  of  waffling  the  feet,  was 
conlidered  as  an  invitation  to  accept 
of  hofpitable  entertainment.  The 
young  men  ufually  marched  in  par¬ 
ties,  or  in  tribes,  a  leader  being  ap¬ 
pointed  to  each  ;  and  as  they  were 
devoted  to  arms,  or  given  up  to 
leifure,  and  were  courageous  in  the 
defence  offtheir  country,  they  were 
permitted  to  enter  the  houfe  of  any 
perfon  with  the  fame  lecurity  as 
their  own.  The  (Bangers  who  ar- 
1)  ,g  rived 
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rived  in  the  morning  were  enter¬ 
tained  until  the  evening,  w  th  the 
converfation  of  youftg  women,  and 
with  the  mu  he  of  the  harp  ;  for  in 
this  country  almofl  every  houfe  was 
provided  with  both.  Hence  we  may 
reafonably  conclude,  that  the  peo 
pie  were  not  much  inclined  to  jea- 
loufy.  Such  an  influence  had  the 
powers  of  mufle  on  their  minds,  that 
in  every  family,  or  in  every  tr.be, 
they  e ‘deemed  Ikill  in  playing  on  the 
harp  beyond  any  kind  of  learning. 

44  in  the  evening,  when  the  vi- 
fitors  were  all  come,  an  entertain 
ment  was  provided  according  to  the 
number  and  dignity  of  the  perfons, 
and  the  wealth  of  the  houfe,  on 
which  occalion  the  cook  was  not 
fatigued  with  drefling  many  difhes , 
nor  fuch  as  were  high  lenfoned  as 
ftimulatives  to  gluttony  ;  nor  was  the 
houfe  let  off  with  tables,  napkins, 
or  towels ;  for  in  all  thefe  things 
they  flu  died  nature  more  than  file  v. 
The  guefts  were  placed  by  threes 
at  fupper,  and  the  difhes  at  the  fame 
time  were  put  on  rubles,  in  large 
and  ample  platters  made  of  clean 
grafs,  with  thin  and  broad  cakes  of 
bread,  baked  every  day.  At  the 
fame  time  that  the  whole  family, 
with  a  kind  of  emulation  in  their 
civilities,  were  in  waiting,  the  maf- 
ter  and  mi  Are  is  in  particular,  were 
always  handing,  very  attentively 
overlooking  the  whole  At  length, 
when  the  hour  of  fleep  approached, 
they  all  lay  down  in  common  on 
the  public  bed,  ranged  lengthwife 
along  the  fides  of  the  room  ;  a  few 
rubles  being  flrowed  on  the  floor, 
and  covered  only  with  a  coarfe  hard 
cloth,  the  produce  of  the  country. 
The  fame  garb  that  the  people  were 
ufed  to  wear  in  the  day,  lerved 
them  alfo  in  the  night ;  and  this 
confided  of  a  thin  mantle,  and  a 
garment  or  fhir  tworn  next  to  the 
fkin.  The  fire  was  kept  burning 
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as  well  as  in  the  day 

44  The  Welfli  were  a  people  of 
an  acute  and  fubtile  genius  ;  and 
to  whatever  fludies  they  applied 
their  minds,  enjoying  fo  rich  a  vein 
of  natural  endowments,  they  ex¬ 
celled  in  wit  and  ingenuity  any  o- 
ther  of  the  weflern  nations.  In  ci¬ 
vil  caufes  and  actions,  they  exert¬ 
ed  all  the  powers  of  rhetoric,  and, 
in  the  conduit  of  thefe,  their  ta¬ 
lents  for  iniinuation,  invention,  and 
refutation,  were  conspicuous.  In 
rhythmical  fongs,  and  in  extempore 
efrufions,  they  excelled  to  a  great 
degree,  both  in  refpeflf  to  inven¬ 
tion  and  elegance  of  flvle  ;  and  for 
thefe  purpofes  poets  or  bards  were 
appointed.  But  beyond  all  other 
rhetorical  ornaments  they  preferred 
the  ule  of  alliteration,  and  that  kind 
more  e ip ec rally  which  repeats  the 
fir  ft  letters  or  fyllables  of  words. 
They  made  fo  much  life  of  this  or¬ 
nament  in  every  iinifhed  difcoiirfe, 
that  they  thought  nothing  elegant¬ 
ly  fpoken  without  it. 

44  In  private  company,  or  in  fea- 
fons  of  public  feftivity,  they  were 
very  facetious  in  their  converfation, 
to  entertain  the  company  and  dis¬ 
play  their  own  wit.  V\  ith  this  view, 
perfons  of  lively  parts,  fometimes 
in  mild  and  fometimes  in  biting 
terms,  under  the  cover  of  a  double 
meaning,  by  a  peculiar  turn  ot 
voice,  or  by  the  tranfpofition  of 
words,  were  continually  uttering* 
humorous,  or  fatirical  expreflions. 

46  The  low  eft  of  the  people,  as 
well  as  the  nobles,  were  indebted 
to  nature  for  a  certain  boldnefs  in 
fpcech,  and  an  honeft  confidence  in 
giving  anfwers  to  great  men  on  mat¬ 
ters  of  bufinefs,  or  in  the  prefence 
ef  princes. 

4-  Pride  of  anceftry  and  nobility 
of  family  were  points  held  in  .the 
higheit  eftimation  among  the  Welfli, 
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mid  of  courfe  they  were  far  more 
delirons  ot  noble  than  of  rich  and 
fplendid  marriages.  So  deeply  root- 
*  ed  was  this  fpirit,  that  even  the  ve¬ 
ry  low  eft  of  the  pe  pie  carefully 
preierved  the  genealogy  of  their 
families,  and  were  able  from  me¬ 
mory  readily  to  recite  the  names, 


not  only  or  their  irp mediate  ancef 
tors,  but  even  to  the  fixth  and  Se¬ 


venth 

them 


generation,  and  even  to  trace 
it  ill  farther  back  ;  in  this 


manner,  Rhys  ap  Griifydh,  ap 
Rhys,  ap  Tewdur,  ap  Pinion,  ap 
Owen,  ap  Howel,  ap  Cadwai,  ap 


Roderic  the  Great. 

44  A  We  lib  man  was  coniidered  as 
honourable,  if  among  his  anceftors 
there  had  been  neither  Have,  nor 
foreigner,  nor  infamous  perfon, 


yet  if  any  foreigner  had  laved  the 
life  of  a  WeUhman,  or  delivered 
him  from  captivity,  he  might  be 
naturalized,  and  was  entitled  to  the 
rights  of  Welfhmen.  And  any  fo¬ 
reign  family,  having  relided  in 


Wales  for  four  generations,  were 
alfo  admitted  to  the  lame  privileges. 

u  i  he  love  which  they  felt  for 

* 

family  connexions  was  eager  and 

J  O 

warm  ;  and  of  eonfequ'ence  they 
were  keen  in  their  refentmenfs,  and 
revenged  deeply  any  injury  com¬ 
mitted  on  their  family  either  of 

blood  or  difhonour.  They  were 
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vindidbtVe  and' bloody-  in  their  an¬ 
ger  ;  and  exceedingly  prompt  to 
revenge  not  only  recent  injuries, 
but  even  thole  which  were  paft 
and  committed  in  a  remote  period. 
What  fpread  ftill  farther  this  fpirit 
or  revenge,  was  a  cuftom  prevalent 
among  this  people,  of  lending  their 
children  to  be  foftered  or  nurfed 
in  other  families;  who,  in  confe- 
quence,  regarded  themfelves  as  in- 
terefted  to  promote  the  welfare  of, 
or  revenge  any  injuries  done  to, 
fuch  i offered  children.  This  cuf¬ 
tom,  it  is  probable  principally  pre¬ 
vailed  in  the  families  of  princes  and 
chieftains. 


MANNERS  of  the  MODERN  EGYPTIANS. 
(From  the  Firft  Volume  of  Savary’s  Letters  on  Egypt.] 


£i  T  IFE  is  more  a  paffive  than 
l  j  an  addve  exiltence  at  Grand 
Cairo.  The  bodv,  during  nine 
months  of  the  year,  is  opp  relied 
with  the  exceffive  heats.  1  he  mind 
partakes  of  this  ftate  of  indolence. 
Far  from  being  continually  tor¬ 
mented  by  the  delire  of  feeing,  of 
acquiring  knowledge,  and  of  add¬ 
ing,  it  hghs  after  calm  and  tran¬ 
quillity.  Under  a  temperate  Iky 
inactivity  is  a  pain  ;  here,  on  the 
contrary,  repole  is  an  enjoyment. 
The  mold  frequent  falutation,  there¬ 
fore,  that  which  is  made  uie  of  on 
accofting,  and  repeated  on  quitting 


you,  is,  Peace  be  with  you  !  Effe¬ 
minacy  is  born  with  the  Egyptian, 
grows  up  with  him  as  he  advances 
in  life,  and  follows  him  to  the  tomb. 
It-is  a  vice  of  the  climate.  It  in¬ 
fluences  his  tafte,  and  governs  all 
his  adtions.  It  is  to  fatisfy  this 
diipofttion  that  the  mod  luxurious 
piece  of  furniture  in  his  apartment 
is  the  fopha  ;  that  his  gardens  have 
delightful  fliadcs,  convenient  feats, 
and  not  a  fingle  alley  one  can  walk 
in.  The  Frenchman  born  in  a  cli¬ 
mate,  the  temperature  of  which  is 
continually  changing,  receives  eve¬ 
ry  inftant  new  impreiftons,  winch 
D  3  keep 
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keep  Iiis  foul  awake.  He  is  active, 
impatient,  and  inconfbmt  as  the  air 
he  breathes  in,  ^  The  Egyptian, 
who  for  two  thirds  of  the  year 
altnof:  invariably  experiences  the 
fame  degree  of  heat,  the  fame  fen- 
fation,  is  fiothful,  ferious,  and  pa¬ 
tient. 

He  rifes  with  the  fun  to  enjoy 
the  coolnefs  of  the  morning.  He 
purifies  himfelf,  and  goes  to  prayer 
according  to  the  precepr.  He  is 
prefented  with  a  pipe  and  coffee.  He 
remains  foftly  repofing  on  his  fopba. 
His  Haves,  with  their  hands  croifed 
on  their  breafis,  Hand  in  filence  at 
the  bottom  of  the  apartment.  Their 
eyes  fixed  on  their  inafier,  they  firive 
to  anticipate  all  his  willies.  His 
children  Handing  in  his  prefence, 
imlefs  he  gives  them  penniffion  to 
be  feated,  difplay  in  all  their  beha  • 
•viour  the  utmofi  tendernefs  and  re- 
fpedt.  He  gravely  carelfes  them, 
gives  them  his  bleffing,  and  fends 
them  back  to  the  ha;  am.  He  alone 
interrogates,  and  is  anfwered  with 
decency. '  He  is  at  once,  the  chief, 
the  judge,  and  the  pontiff  of  the 
family,  which  refpeds  in  him  thofe 
facred  rights. 

44  After  breakfafi  he  applies  him¬ 
felf  to  his  commercial  affairs,  or  to 
thofe  of  the  place  he  occupies.  As 
to  differences,  they  are  very  rare 
amongfl  a  people  where  the  mon¬ 
ger  of  chicanery  is  dumb,  where 
the  name  of  attorney  is  unknown, 
where  the  code  of  laws  is  confined 
to  a  few  clear  and  well  defined  pre¬ 
cepts  of  the  Coran,  and  where  eve¬ 
ry  man  is  his  own  advocate. 

If  any  vifitors  arrive,  the  m af¬ 
ter  of  the  houfe  receives  them  with¬ 
out  many  compliments,  but  in  an 
affectionate  manner.  His  equals 
go  and  feat  themfelves  by  him  with 
their  legs  croifed  ;  a  pofture  by  no 
means  fatiguing  with  deaths  which 
do  not  fetter  the  limbs. 


44  His  inferiors  are  on  their  knedq 
and  feated  on  their  heels.  Per- 
fons  of  o;reat  diftindtion  fit  on  an 
elevated  fopba,  from  which  they 
overlook  the  company.  Thus  PE- 
neas  eyas  in  the  place  of  honour  in 
the  palace  of  Dido,  when  feated  on 
a  high  bed,  he  related  to  the  queen 
the  difaffrous  fate  of  Troy,  reduc¬ 
ed  to  allies.  As  foon  as  every  one 
is  feated,  the  llaves  bring  pipes  and 
coffee,  and  place  in  the  middle  of  the 
chamber  a  pan  with  perfumes,  the 
delicious  vapour  of  which  fills  the 
whole  apartment.  They  are  next 
prefented  with  fweetmeats  and  for- 
bet. 

44  The  tobacco  made  ufe  of  in 
Egypt  comes  from  Syria,  It  is 
brought  in  leaves,  which  are  cut 
in  long  filaments  It  has  not  the 
pungency  of  the  American  tobacco. 
To  render  it  more  agreeable,  it  is 
mixed  with  the  feented  wood  of  a- 
loes  The  pipes,  ufually  made  of 
jeffamine  tipped  with  amber,  and 
frequently  enriched  with  precious 
Hones.  As  they  are  extremely  long, 
the  fmoke  one  inhales  is  very  mild. 
The  Orientals  pretend  that  it  tickles 
agreeably  the  palate,  at  the  tame 
time  that  it  gratifies  the  lmell.  The 
rich  fmoke  in  lofty  apartments, 
with  a  great  number  of  windows. 

44  Towards  the  conclulion  of  the 
vifit,  a  llavc,  holding  in  his  hand  a 
filver  plate,  on  which  are  burning 
precious  effepces,  approaches  the 
face  of  the  vifitors,  each  of  whom 
in  his-  turn  perfumes  his  beard. 
They  then  pour  rofe-watcr  on  the 
head  and  hands.  This  is  the  laft 
ceremony,  after  which  it  is  ufual 
to  withdraw. 

44  The  ancient  cufiom  of  per¬ 
fuming  one’s  head  and  beard,  cele¬ 
brated  by  the  royal  prophet,  Hili 
fubfifis  in  our  days.  Anacreon,  the 
father  of  joy,  the  poet  of  the  Graces, 
never  ceafes  repeating  in  his  odes, 
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ed  on  beds  of  repofe,  covered  with 


like  to  perfume  myfelf  wFh 
precious  effences,  and  to  crown  my 
head  with  rofes.” 

44  About  noon  the  table  is  cover¬ 
ed.  A  large  Hat  plate  of  copper, 
tinned,  receives  the  dillies.  No 
great  variety  is  chi  played,  but  there 
is  an  abundance  of  proviiions.  in 
the  middle  riles  up  a  mountain  of 
rice  boiled  with  poultry,  leadened 
with  iafh'on  and  a  quantity  of  fpi- 
ces.  Round  it  are  placed  h allied 
meats,  pigeons,  huffed  cucumbers, 
delicious  melons,  and  other  fruits. 
Their  road  meat  con  lids  of  li  111 
cut  into  fmall  morfels,  covered  with 
the  fat  of  the  animal,  feafoned  with 
fait,  fpitted  and  roadbed  on  the  coals. 
It  is  tender  and  juicy.  The  gueds 
are  fcated  on  a  carpet  round  the 
table.  A  have  holding  a  bafon  and 
ewer,  offers  it  to  wadi  with.  This 
ceremony  is  indifpenfible  in  a  coun¬ 
try  where  every  one  puts  his  hand 
into  the  plate,  and  where  they  are 
unacquainted  with  the  ufe  of  forks. 
This  is  repeated  at  the  end  of  the 
repad,  Thefe  cuftoms  appear  very 
ancient  in  the  Eafu 

44  Menelaus  and  the  beautiful 
Helen,  after  loading  Telemaehus 
and  Pifidtratus  with  pre Tents,  gave 
them  the  banquet  of  hofpitality. 
44  The  fair  Menelaus  conducted  his 
gueds  to  the  place  of  entertainment. 
He  made  them  be  feated  on  thrones. 
A  female  Have,  carrying  in  her  hand 
a  golden  ewer  with  a  diver  bafon, 
offers  them  to  wafh.  She  places 
before  them  a  polidied  table,  on 
which  die  arranges  the  victim's. 55 

44  The  manner  in  which  the  don 
of  Thetis  received  the  Grecian  de- 
puths  very  much  refembles  that  of 
the  Egyptians  towards  their  gueds. 

44  Achilles  perceiving  the  deputies 
of  the  Greeks,  rides  up,  takes  them 
by  the  hand,  gives  them  the  falute, 

-  and  introduces  them  into  his 
tent,  where  he  makes  them  be  feat- 


purple  tapedry. — -The  banquet  is 
prepared.  Automedon  holds  the 
iiefli,  the  noble  Achilles  divides  it 
into  pieces,  and  fpits  them.  Me- 
netitis,  a  mortal  like  unto  a  god, 
lights  the  fire,  fore  ads  out  the  coals, 
arranges  the  fpits  upon  the  cinders, 
and  brows  over  them  the  (acred 
frit — A  chi  lies,  feated  oo  oolite  to 
the  divine  Ulyfies,  fliares  our  the 
victuals. — The  gueds  put  th  ir 
hands  to  the  meat  that  is  ferved 
out  to  them.”  A  poet  of  an  infe¬ 
rior  genius  to  Homer  would  have 
thought  he  diflionoured  a  poem  fill¬ 
ed  with  magnificent  deferiptions  by 
mixing  fuch  details  with  them.  Yet 
how  precious  are  they,  b}^  making 
us  acquainted  with  the  fimplicity  q£ 
ancient  manners,  a  fimplicity  lod  to 
Europe,  but  which  is  dill  exiding 
in  the  eailern  world. 

44  After  dinner,  the  Egyptians 
retire  into  their  harams,  where  they 
dumber  a  few  hours  in  the  midh  of 
their  children  and  their  women.  It 
is  a  great  article  of  voluptuou Chefs 
with  them,  to  have  a  convenient 
and  agreeable  place  of  repofe,  Ma¬ 
homet,  accordingly,  who  neglefled 
nothing  that  could  fed ue’e  mankind, 
whole  wants  and  tabes  he  knew 
thoroughly,  fays  to  them,  44  The 
gueds  of  Paradife  (hall  enjoy  the 
luxury  of  repofe,  and  (hall  have  a 
delicious  place  to  deep  in  at  noon.” 

44  The  poor,  who  have  neither 
fopha  nor  haram,  'lie  down  on  the 
mat  where  they  have  dined.  Thus, 
when  Jefus  Chrift  took  the  Cupper 
with  his  difciples,  he  whom  he 
loved  had  his  head  repoled  upon 
his  bofbm. 

44  In  the  evening  one  goes  in  a 
boat  upon  the  water,  or  to  breathe 
the  cool  air  on  the  banks  of  the 
Nile,  under  the  blade  of  orange  and 
fycamore  trees.  Supper-time  is  an 
hour  after  .funfet.  The  tables  are 
D  4  Ip  re  ad 
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fpread  with  rice,  poultry,  veget¬ 
ables,  and  fruit.  t  hefe  all  nents  are 
wholefome  during  the  heats.  The 
ftomach,  which  would  reject  more 
fubftantial  nourifhment,  has  occa¬ 
sion  for  them  They  eat  little. 
Temperance  is  a  virtue  of  this  cli¬ 
mate. 

44  Such  is  the  ufual  life  of  the 
Egyptians,  Our  places  of  am  life - 
ment,  our  noify  pleafurcs,  are  un¬ 
known  t®  them.  i  hat  famenefs 
which  would  be  the  greatefl  punifh- 
ment  to  an  European,  appears  to 
them  delicious.  They  pafs  their 


whole  life  in  doing'  the  fame  thlngy 
in  follow  ing  the  efl abliflied  cu horns, 
without  dehring  any  thing  beyond 
them,  without  extending  their  i- 
deas  any  farther.  Having  neither 
lively  appetites,  nor  ardent  defires., 
they  are  Grangers  to  what  we  call 
Pennui  ;  that  is  a  torment  referred 
for  fuch  perfons  as  neither  being  a- 
ble  to  moderate  rheir  paffions,  nor  to 
fatisfy  the  extent  oi  their  takes,  are 
a  burthen  to  themfelves,  s’ennuient 
wherever  they  are,  and  only  live 
where  they  are  not.3* 
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are- acquainted  with  the 
1  Pfylli  of  antiquity,  thofe 
celebrated  eaters  of  ferpents,  who 
pinufed  themfelves  with  the  bite  of 
vipers,  and  the  credulity  of  the 
people.  Cyrene,  a  town  lituatcd 
to  the  weft  of  Alexandria,  formerly 
a  dependency  of  Egypt,  reckoned 
a  great  many  of  thefe  people  among 
its  inhabitants.  You  know  that  the 
unworthy  Ohtavius,  who  wifhed  to 
gratify  his  vanity  by  chaining  Cleo¬ 
patra  to  his  triumphal  car,  vexed 
at  feeing  that  haughty  female  efcape 
from  him  by  death,  made  one  of 
the  Pfylli  fuck  the  wound  made  by 
the  afp  wrhich  bit  her.  The  attempt 
was  fruitlefs  ;  the  poifon  had  al¬ 
ready  corrupted  the  mafs  of  blood. 
She  was  not  reftored  to  life,  Will 
you  believe  it,  thefe  very  caters  of 
ferpents  ftill  exift  in  our  days.  A 
faht  to  which  I  was  a  witnefs  will 
convince  you  of  it. 

u  Laft  week  was  celebrated  the 
feafF  of  Sidi  Ibrahim,  which  drew 
$yalt  concourfe  of  people  to  Ro- 


fetta,  A  Turk  permitted  me  to  come 
to  his  houfe  to  fee  the  proceffion. 
Seated  at  the  window,  I  obferved  at¬ 
tentively  this  new  fpeclacle.  The 
different  bodies  of  amzans  gravely 
marched  along  under  their  relpee- 
tive  banners.  The  flandard  of  Ma¬ 
homet,  which  was  carried  in  tri¬ 
umph,  attracted  a  vaft  crowd.  E- 
very  body  was  defirous  of  touching, 
of  killing  it,  of  putting  it  to  his- 
eyes.  Such  as  were  fortunate  e- 
nough  to  partake  of  that  favour  re¬ 
turned  contented  The  tumult  was 
incellantly  renewed.  At  length 
came  the  Cheiks,  (the  prieils  of 
the  country)  wearing  long  caps  of 
leather,  in  the  form  of  a  mitre. 
They  marched  with  folemn  heps, 
chantiqg  the  Coran.  A  few  paces 
behind  them,  I  perceived  a  band  of 
madmen,  with  their  arms  bare,  and 
a  wild  look,  holding  in  their  hands 
enormous  ferpents,  which  were 
twilled  round  their  bodies,  and 
were  endeavouring  to  make  their 
efcape.  Thefe  Pfylli,  griping  them 

forcibly 
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forcibly  by  the  neck,  avoided  their 
bite,  and  notwithftanding  their  biff¬ 
ing,  '  tore  them  with  their  teeth, 
and  ate  them  up  alive,  the  blood 
ifreaming  down  from  their  pollut¬ 
ed  mouths.  Others  of  the  Pfylli 
were  ftriving  to  tear  from  them 
their  prey  ;  it  was  a  ftruggle  who 
fhould  devour  a  ferpent. 

The  populace  followed  them 
with  amazement,  and  believed  it 
to  be  a  miracle.  They  pafs  for 
perfons  m Spired,  and  poffeffed  by  a 
fpirit  who  defiroys  the  effect  of  the 
bite  of  the  ferpent.  This  defcrip- 
t:on,  which  I  give  you  after  nature. 


ACCOUNT  of 

[Extracted  from  M.  Ruffin’s  Ap 

Baron  pe 

N  the  coaff  of  Syria  is  a 
X  /  nation  km  wn  only  by  name, 
but  which  merits  our  l'erious  at 
tentioa, — Its  laws,  culloms,  and 
religion,  are  peculiar  to  itfelf,  and 
form  a  people  very  different  from 
any  other  with  whom  we  are  ac¬ 
quainted.-— However  obfeure  they 
may  be,  they,  neverthelefs,  enjoy 
the  inetlimablc  bleffing  of  liberty  : 
which  they  have  taken  care  to  pre¬ 
serve, ■  even  though  fu  mounded  by 
tyranny  ;  the  glory  of  which  cir- 
cumfhmce  alone  renders  them  highly 
linterefting,  and  worthy  the  atten¬ 
tion  of  philofophy. 

61  he  Drufes  re  fide  upon  the 
mountains  known  by  the  names  of 
Lebanon  and  Antilebanon,  fepe- 
-ated  from  each  other  by  a  fertile 
ffain  of  twelve  or  thirteen  leagues 
n  length,  and  four  or  five  in 
meadth,  divided  in  its  whole  ex- 
ent  by  the  river  Kafmie,  the 
puree  of  which  is  near  Balbec, 


f5/] 

at  firff  frightened  me,  and  then 
made  me  refiedf  on  man,  that  firange 
being,  for  whom  poifon  becomes 
food  ;  that  credulous  being,  whole 
eyes  are  not  opened  by  the  fpecta- 
cle  renewed  every  year ;  and  who 
in  the  blindnefs  of  his  ignorance,  is 
ready  to  worfhip  as  a  God,  lus  fel¬ 
low  creature  wht>  has  the  art  to  im- 
pofe  upon  his  imderifanding.  You 
fee,  thole  ancient  wages  are  not 
loft  in  a  country  where  cuftom,  that 
imperious  tyrant  of  the  world,  has 
peculiarly  eltablifhed  her  throne, 
and  her  altars, ” 


the  DRUSES. 
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TO  XT.] 

and  its  mouth  about  three  miles  to 
the  north  of  Sour  (the  ancient 
Tyre.)  Their  maritime  coaft  fir  etch¬ 
es  for  fifteen  leagues  from  the  river 
Sidon  to  Gebail  ;  where  begins  the 
pachalick  of  Tripolis. — The  coun¬ 
try  which  they  poffefs  is  held  in 
fief,  one  part  from  the  government 
of  Sidon,  and  the  other  rrom  that 
of  Damafcus  ;  which  renders  them 
tributary  to  thefe  two  pachalicks. 

i’  '1  heir  fined  pollellions,  and 
thole  which  form  the  principal 
force  of  their  dominions,  are  fur- 
rounded  by  the  Lebanon  and  the 
Kef  roan,  which  belong  to  the 
dill  rift  of  Sidon  ;  this  is  properly 
the  principality  of  the  Grand  Emir, 
and  Dair-Kamar  is  its  capital.  She 
annual  tribute  which  it  pays  to  the 
pacha  of  Sidon  is  3.0  purfes.  Anti- 
lebanon,  in  which  is  fituated  the 
plain  of  Bekaa,  is  held  in  lief  from 
Damafcus?  and  forms  another  prin¬ 
cipality,  poffeffed  by  a  Drulian 

family 
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family  allied  to  the  Grand  Emir. 
Malbeia  is  its  capital.  The  fame 
blood,  the  fame  mteretis,  the  fame 
delire  to  fhake  oft  the  Ottoman  yoke 
(which  they  fubmit  to  with  im¬ 
patience)  unite  them  on  all  occa¬ 
sions. 

“  The  government  of  the  Drufes 
as  feudal  ;  a  pidnctr^  whom-  they 
give  the  title  of  Emir,  occupies 
the  fir  ft  ftation  in  quality  of  lord 
paramount ;  he  receives  from  them 
fealty  and  homage  ;  but  his  power 
is  confined  within  narrow  limits ; 
it  extends  not  to  making  new  laws, 
or  over-awing  the  people. 

44  His  finances  conlift  only  in  the 
revenues  of  his  perfonal  eftates, 
the  produce  of  the  cuiloms,  and 
the  farm  of  the  country  appropri¬ 
ated  to  his  peculiar  profit. — Thefe 
riches  are,  however,  fufficient  to 
maintain  a  pomp  and  retinue  which 
dazzle  the  eyes  of  a  people  unac¬ 
quainted  with  luxury. —  Refpcn- 
iible  to  the  Porte  for  the  miri  of 
the  mountain,  he  is  charged  to 
exadt  the  pavtnent. — This  tribute 
is  aifeffed  with  equity,  and  with¬ 
out  variation,  on  all  the  pofleft'ors 
of  lands. 

44  Next  to  the  emir  are  the  great 
v a ffa Is  ;  they  conlift  of  feven, 
among  whom  we  diftinguilh  thine 
principal  families,  whole  forces 
and  riches  might  difpute  for  power 
with  the  reigning  emir.  They 
are  the  families  of  Chek  Ali  Gem- 
bilat,  Kelcib,  and  D’Abou  Se- 
lame.  f 

44  Thefe  great  vafials,  who,  in 
the  Arabic  language,  are  called, 
Ei  Sebaa  Tavaif,  enjoy  a  noble  pri¬ 
vilege,  which  has  never  been  in¬ 
fringed,  on  airy  occalion,  not  even 
in  cafe  of  rebellion. — The  emir 
cannot  pronounce  lenience  of  death 
again  ft  them  ;  the  only  pimifhment 
be  can  inflict  is  to  fend  troops  to 
bum  the  houfe  of  the  guilty,  lay 


wade  his  lands,  and  cut  down  Ids 
mulberry-trees,  but  the  conftitution 
permits  him  not  even  to  attempt 
his  liberty. 

44  When  harmony  and  concord 
reign  in  thefe  mountains,  the 
Drufes  are  in  a  condition  to  make 
themfelves  refpedted.  They  have 
Often  refilled,  with  vigour,  the 
united  forces  of  the  pachas  of  Da- 
mafeus,  of  Tripoli,  and  of  Sidon, 
leagued  againft  them  by  command 
of  the  Porte. 

44  The  emirs  of  the  Drufes  in 
general  make  Dair  Kamar  the  place 
of  their  relidence,  a  village  ft  united 
in  the  interior  parts  of  the  moun¬ 
tains,  ten  or  twelve  leagues  diftant 
from  Baruth.  There  their  coun¬ 
cils  are  held,  and  all  the  great  af¬ 
fairs  of  the  11  tion  decided. 

44  The  Drufes  have  no  fortrefs  in 
their  country  ;  but  their  moun¬ 
tains,  inacceffible  and  impenetrable 
to  an  enemy,  are  a  fufficient 
defence  I  he  moil  celebrated  is 
that  of  Kelroan.  This  is  the  name 
of  that  part  of  I  ebanon  which  ex¬ 
tends  from  Gcbail  to  the  river  of 
Chier,  the  mouth  of  which  is  four 
leagues  from  Baruth. 

o 

4‘  The  mountains  of  Lebanon 
are  every  where  interfered  by  vai- 
lics,  of  which  the  labour  and  in- 
duftry  of  the  Drufes  have  formed 
moil  delicious  gardens.  —  Water 
melons,  cucumbers,  melon  genes, 
banias,  and  all  forts  of  garden  ve¬ 
getables  grow  there,  under  the 
lhade  of  fruit-trees  of  every  kind, 
and  recompence  wiih  profulion  the 
care  of  the  cultivator. 

4‘  The  laborious  Drufe  knows 
how  to  derive  advantage  from  the 
mod  ungrateful  foil.-— Ire  pofteffes 
not  an  inch  of  land,  proper  for 
cultivation,  on  which  he  does  not 
attempt  to  raife  a  tree  or  produce 
foine  plant  more  ufeful.  The  ftony 
foil  is  deftined  for  the  cultivation  of 
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rye  or  tobacco  ;  and  the  plains  for 
that  of  wheat,  neceflary  for  the 
Support  of  their  inhabitants.  Al- 
though  the  Bekaa  produces  molt 
abundant  crops,  they  are  never* 
thelefi  obliged  to  import  a  large 
quantity  to  fupply  the  ordinary 
confuraption. 

u  But  the  principal  riches  of 
thefe  mountains  are  its  mulberry 
trees,  which  are  every  where  cul¬ 
tivated  with  the  great  eft  fuccefs.-— 
At  the  latter  end  of  Autumn  they 
lop  offal!  their  branches,  which,  in 
the  Torino’  following,  Thoot  out 
with  a  profuiion  of  tender  fuccu- 
aent  leaves,  on  which  the  lilk- 
worm  feeds  with  rapacity.- — In  the 
nrerior  parts  of  thefe  mountains 
this  valuable  infedt  is  nurtured 
within  doors  ;  but  in  the  territory 
of  Baruth  in  the  open  air,  under 
[beds,  covered  with  briars  and 
brambles  ;  the  only  care  neceffary 
is  cleanUnefs,  —  This  occupation 
belongs  to  the  woman.  — As  they  do 
lot  hatch  before  the  end  of  the 
*ainv  feafon,  and  when  thunder  is 
10  more  heard,  their  general  m- 
creafe  is  p  rod  igio  u  s .  — ~T  h  ofe  b  ro  u  g  h  c 
up  under  the  flielter  of  a  good 
uoufe  produce  yellow  folk ;  thofe 
under  the  flieds,  white.  The  annual 
orodutffs  are  all  collected  by  and  in 
:he  month  of  Auguft ;  and  in  a 
iivan  or  council,  where  the  emir 
orehdes,  the  price  of  the  filk  is 
fixed,  according  to  its  plenty  or 
Scarcity  and  the  demand  of  foreign 
markets.  The  price  dated  regulates 
he  payment  of  thofe  duties  which 
he  cultivator  owes  to  the  emir, 
ir  to  his  refpedtive  cheik,  and 
j, which  they  pay,  at  their  option, 
hither  in  kind  or  money. — The 
Public  market  is  afterwards  opened 
it  Baruth,  where  the  French  mer¬ 
chants,  eftablifhed  at  Sidon,  either 
ro  or  lend  brokers  to  execute  their 
coin  millions* 


t59l 

“  The  produce  of  filk  is  amply 
fufficient  to  pay  the  miri  to  the 
Grand  Sigmor ;  to  purehafe  rice 
and  linens  from  Egypt,  which  are 
ablblute  neceffaries ;  gnd  to  procure 
to  the  happy  inhabitants,  of  thefe 
mountains,  the  feveral  articles  of 
pleafure  and  convenience  with, 
which  they  are  fupplied  by  the 
French.  ^ 

“  When  the  harveft  of  filk  is 
over,  the  women  employ  them* 
lelves  in  fpinning  cotton  and  raw 
filk,  the  lati:  is  lent  into  Egypt, 
the  former  ferves  to  make  coarfe 
linens  and  dimities  for  common 
ui'e.  —  This  is  rlfo  a  branch  of 
induftry  which  contributes  to  the 
enjoyments  of  the  inhabitants  of 
thefe  mpuntains. 

“  The  Drufes  are  a  very  nume¬ 
rous  people  ;  the  tranquillity  which 
they  enjoy,  joined  to  the  beauty 
and  temperature  of  their  climate, 
attradf,  in  crowds,  the  Chriftians 
of  Syria,  who  fly  from  the  tyranny 
of  the  pachas, — This  nation  can 
with  eafe  raife  50,6.00  men,  tole¬ 
rably  capable  of  undertaking'' the 
defence  of  their  mountains  and 
defiles, — But  this  militia,  affembled 
in  hade,  and  without  any  kind 
of  difcipline,  never  atchieved  any 
thing  glorious  whenever  they  left 
their  mountains  to  defeend  into  the 
plains,  where  the  little  order  they 
obferve  gives  too-  great  an  advan¬ 
tage  to  the  cavalry  of  their  ene¬ 
mies. 

u  Thefe  armies  are  never  any 
expence  to  the  emir  ;  either  the 
hope  of  pillage  engages  them  to 
follow  their  leaders,  or  critical 
circumftance?,  fuch  as  the  danger 
of  the  date,  induce  them  to  take  up 
arms  for  the  defence  of  their  coun¬ 
try.  They  then  convoke  the 
general  aflembly  of  the  ftate  : 
every  cheik,  whether  Drufe  or 
Chriftian^  is  obliged  to  repair  to 
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the  rendezvous,  at  the  head  of  the 
young  men  of  their  reipective  vil¬ 
lages,  The  Chiefs  only  are  on 
horfeback.  Every  one  comes  arm¬ 
ed  with  a  imifket,  a  battle  axe,  a 
fabre,.  and  a  pair  of  piftois,  and  it 
is  under  ft  ood  that  he  is  to  furnifh 
himfelf  with  powder,  bail,  and 
provifions. — They  encamp  in  the 
defiles  through  which  the  enemy 
may  penetrate,  and  have  a  great 
advantage  by  the  agility  with  which 
they  climb  the  mountains,  and 
their  knowledge  of  the  paths  and 
remote  pafles  — Their  provifions 
are  but  little  incumbrance  ;  they 
confift  of  bread  and  cheefe,  only, 
which  every  foldier  carries  in  a  fmall 
leathern  bag  hung  to  his  lide. — 
Thefe  numerous  armies  keep  the 
field  only  a  few  days,  a#?hey  are 
never  called  together  till  the  near 
approach  'ft  the  enemy 

44  The  manner  of  aflembling 
them  is  fufticiently  lingular  to 
merit  being  related.  —  The  emir 
fends  heralds  to  all  the  village.-, 
in  which  thev  cry — 44  Honour  calls 
you  !JS  He  who  haftens  not  at  the 
found  of  his  voice  is  a  man  without 
honour. — At  this  proclamation  all 
the  women  of  the  village  alienable 
in  the  market-place,  and,  to  en¬ 
courage  the  voting-  men  to  fly  to  the 
defence  of  their  country,  they  de¬ 
mand  arms  for  the  fame  purpofe. 

44  The  right  of  afylum  is  facred 
among  ft  the  Drufes. — A  man  pur- 
fued  by  the  vengeance  of  govern¬ 
ment,  if  he  can  reach  the  moun¬ 
tains,  is  fure  of  his  life  ;  neither 
promifes  nor  threats  can  force  a 
culprit  from  the  hands  of  an  emir, 
or  cheik,  who  has  promifed  him  his 
protection. 

44  Hofpitality  is  greatly  honour¬ 
ed  by  this  people,  though  they  treat 
their  guefts  with  great  parlimony.— 
Temperance  is  one  of  their  virtues. 

It  is  cuftomary  with  every  family 
*  *> 


to  lay  in  fuch  a  ftock  of  provifions 
as  is  necefiary  for  the  current  year.; 
and,  when  an  unexpected  gueft 
arrives  to  fhare  with  them,  after 
his  departure  they  take  care  to  ui- 
minifh  their  daily  confumption, 
till  by  oeconomy,  they  have  reco¬ 
vered  what  they  had  expended. 

44  1  heir  provifions  confift,  in 
general,  of  burgoo,  wheat  boiled, 
and  afterwards  dried  in  the  fun, 
with  which  they  make  foup  ;  a 
fat  flieep,  which  they  cut  in  very 
fmall  pieces  and  preferve  in  butter, 
after  having  roafted  it  quite  brown 
and  crifp.  -  They  make  much  ufe 
of  piilaw  (rice  baked  with  butter 
or  fat),  but  above  all  of  eggs, 
which  they  drefs  whole,  between 
two  plates,  or  difbes,  and  which 
they  call  maklabakl  The  utenfil 
they  make  ufe  of  is  very  lingular : 
it  is  a  difh  made  of  cows -dung 
kneaded  with  earth.  The  more  it 
has  been  ufed  the  more  it  is  held 
in  eftimatioa.  -  Amongft  the  furni¬ 
ture,  which  compofi  s  the  ma  nage 
fortune  j  of  the  girls,  a  difh  of  this 
kind  is  never  wanting. 

44  To  thefe  effential  provifions 
they  add  rice,  greens,  honey,  and 
dried  fruits.  —  They  feldom  eat 
frefh  meat,  as  their  country  do  s 
not  abound  in  pafturage  for  the 
nourifhment  of  their  flocks. 

44  In  thole  villages  where  fire¬ 
wood  is  fcarce,  it  is  cuftomary  to 
fupply  the  want  of  it  by  the  dung 
of  their  domed ic  animals,  and  the 
truddles  of  their  goats,  which  they 
knead  up  with  their  llraw. 

44  Every  bottle  makes  its  own. 


bread  ;  the  oven  is  a  great  earthen 
veflel,  in  which  they  light  afire. 
When  it  is  hot,  they  apply  to  its 
inner  edge,  w  th  a  little  leathern 
bag,  a  very  thin  cake  of  dough, 
which  is  baked  in  an  inftant ;  but 
this  bread  is  good  only  when  frefh* 
44  The  marriage  of  the  Drufes, 
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ike  that  of  the  Turks,  is  merely 
ivil ;  they  contract  in  the  fame 
na nner  and  under  the  fame  coa¬ 
litions.  The  cadi,  or  judge  of 
he  place  draws  up  a  deed,  in  which 
3  fpecihed,  iirft,  the  dower  which 
he  hufband  gives  his  wife,  then' 
he  fum  he  is  to  receive  in  cafe  of 
ier  death  or  repudiation. 

44  The  Drufes  carry  their  pre- 
autions  and  jealoufies  to  greater 
lengths  than  the  other  people  of 
he  Fail. —Their  wives  live  very 
et  red  :  even  their  neared  re  la- 
ions  are  excluded  from  their  fo- 
iety. — They  cannot  legally  be 
seen  but  by  their  fathers,  brothers, 
nd  children:- — Even  a  brother 
i  not  permitted  frequently  to  vifit 
lis  brother’s  wife.  And,  fhould 
t  be  proved  that  a  girl  had  been 
eficient  in  her  duty,  file  would 
ind  no  mercy  :  file  muft  be  facri- 
iced  to  the  honour  of  her  famile. 

j 

44  The  Drufes  apparently  pro¬ 
ofs,  but  in  their  hearts  deteft, 
vfahomeranifm.  —  Intereft  obliges 
hem  to  keep  well  with  the  Turkifh 
;overnment  and  the  eitablifhed 
eligion  ;  this  forces  them  to  have 
ecourfe  to  dillimulation,  which 
nay  prove  advantageous  to  them, 
nd  which  their  principles  do  not 
:onlider  as  illegal. 

44  To  nidge  of  them  bv  their 
■ondiict  with  refpecl  to  the  Chrif- 
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tians,  we  might  be  induced  to 
believe  they  were  not  avetfe  to 
Chriftianky  ;  but  in  their  hearts 
they  abhor  its  dogmas  and  doc¬ 
trines.  The  apparent  refpeef  they 
fliow  them  proceeds  from  their 
indifference  for  all  religions,  which 
they  equally  reprobate  ;  without 
endeavouring  to  accelerate  the  lime 
fixed  by  deiliny  for  their  total  de- 
flruction. 

44  The  Chriflians  enjoy  among-ft 
them  the  mod  perfect  tranquillity  ; 
and  there  are  more  Chriflians,  at 
prefent,  in  their  principality,  than 
Drufes.  They  are  both  governed 
by  the  fame  laws,  and  enjoy  the 
fame  privileges. 

44  The  emirs  have  more  confi« 
dence  in  the  Chriflians  than  in  the 
Drufes  themfelves  ;  it  is  from 
among  them  thev  chufe  their  flew* 
ards,  their  guards,  and  their  do- 
meflic  fervants.  —  To  them  they 
entrufl  the  education  of  their  chil¬ 
dren.- — For  thefe  reafons,  the  great- 
eft  part  of  the  emirs,  in  fee  ret, 
profefs  Chriflianity.  The  reigning 
emir  juffef  is  laid  to  be  a  C'hriflian. 
— The  Drufes  have  more  than  once 
fliewn  their  di.fcontent  at  the  afeen- 
dance  which,  the  Chriflians  have 
obtained  in  their  mountains  ;  but, 
being  no  longer  the  flrongeft,  they 

o  o  o  /  J 

are  obliged  to  fupprefs  their  refen  t* 
meat. 
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HISTORY  and  CHARACTER  of  ANCIENT  COMEDY, 

[From  the  Firft  Vol.  of  Gillies’s  History  of  Greece*] 


n  '-ipRAGEDY,  the  fong  of 
||  the  goat,,  and  Comedy, 
the  long  of  the  village,  fufticiently 
indicate,  by  the  mearmefs  of  their 
ancient  name,  the  humility  of  their 
iirft  original.  They  arofe  amid  ft 
the  facrifkes  and  joyous  feftivity 
of  the  vintage,  in  a  country  which 
feidom  adopted  the  amuiements, 
any  morb  than  the  arts  and  inftitu- 
tions,  of  others,  but  which  was 
deftined  to  communicate  her  own 
to  all  the  civilifed  portion  of  man¬ 
kind.  During  the  entertainments 
of  a  feafon  peculiarly  dedicated  to 
recreation  and  pleafure,  the  fufcep- 
tible  minds  of  the  Greeks  naturally 
yielded  to  two  prop  entities  conge¬ 
nial  to  men  in  fuch  circum (lances, 
a  difpoiition  to  exercife  their  len- 
iibility,  and  a  ddfire  to  am ufe  their 
fancy.  Availing  himfeif  of  the 
former,  the  lublime  genius  of  JEi- 
chylus  improved  the  long  of  the 
goat  into  a  regular  dramatic  poem, 
agreeing  with  the  I  dad  and  Odyfiey 
in  thofe  unalterable  rules  of  deiign 
i^nd  execution  which  are  eliential 
to  the  perfection  of  every  literary 
performance,  yet  differing  from 
thofe  immortal,  archetypes  of  art, 
in  a  circumftance  naturally  fug- 
geded  by  the  occalion  for  which 
tragedies  were  compofed.  It  had 
been  ufual  with  the  Athenians, 
when  they  celebrated  in  the  fpring 
ar>d  autumn  thegreat  fellivals  of  Bac¬ 
chus,  to  perfonate  the  exploits  .and 


fables  handed  down  by  immemorial 
tradition  concerning  that  bountiful 
divinity ;  this  imitation  was  conlider- 
ed  as  a  mark  of  gratitude  due  to  the 
beneficence  of  the  God,  to  whole 
honours  they  ailbciated  the  kindred 
worfhip  of  Pan,  Silenus,  and  their 
attendant  fawns  and  fatyrs.  When 
FEfchylus  reprefented,  therefore, 
inftead  of  limply  reciting,  the  real 
hiftory,  or  agreeable  fictions  ot 
antiquity,  he  only  adopted  a  mode 
of  imitation  already  p  radii  fed  in  the 
religious  ceremonies  of  his  country ; 
a  mode  of  imitation  more  powerful 
than  the  epic,  fince,  in  head  of 
barely  defending  the  deeds  of  gods 
and  heroes,  it  {hews  thofe  dilhn- 
gu idled  perfonages  on  the  fcene, 
makes  them  Ipeak  and  adt  for 
themfelves,  and  thus  approaching 
nearer  to  reality,  is  ftill  more  for¬ 
cible  and  aftedling. 

u  As  tragedy  was  introduced  in 
imitation  of  the  more  ferious  fpedbi- 
cles  of  the  Dionviian  feftival,  fo 
comedy,  which  foon  followed  it, 
was  owinp-  to  the  more  light  and 

o  o 

ludicroust  parts  of  that  foiemnity. 
Tragedy,  in  the  imitation  of  an 
important  and  ferious  acftion,  adapt¬ 
ed  to  effedt  the  fenfibility  of  the 
fpedlators,  and  to  gratify  their  na¬ 
tural  propen  lity  to  fear,  to  weep, 
and  to  wonder.  Comedy  is  the 
imitation  of  a  light  and  ludicrous 
adtion,  adapted  to  amufe  the  fancy? 
and  to  gratify  the  natural  difpoiition 
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of  men  to  laughter  and  merriment. 
Terror  and  pity  have  in  all  ages 
been  regarded  as  the  main  fprings 
of  trr-ige  iy,  becaufe  the  laws  of 
ferifibility,  founded  folely  in  na¬ 
ture,  are  always  the  fame.  Comedy 
has  been  infinitely  varied  by  the 
innumerable  modes  of  wit,  humour, 
and  ridicule,  which  prevail  in 
different  ages  and  countries,  and 
which  agree  fcarcely  in  any  one 
particular,  unlefs  it  may  be  rec¬ 
koned  an  agreement,  that  men  have 
feldom  indulged  them,  except  at  the 
expence  of  their  good-nature,  and 
often  of  their  virtue.  The  Grecian 
comedy  was  uncommonly  licen¬ 
tious  ;  the  profligate  characters  of 
Ariitophanes  and  his  contempora¬ 
ries,  ivineiilochus,  Callias,  Eupolis, 
and  Cratenus,  contributed,  doubt- 
lefs,  to  this  deformity  ;  yet  thefe 
poets  could  not  eaiily  have  ren¬ 
dered  their  new  entertainment  a- 
jgreeable  to  the  talie  and  prejudices 
of  the  public,  without  incorporat¬ 
ing  in  them  the  fubftance  of  the 
phallic  longs,  which  conftituted  an 
ancient  and  eftential  part  “of  the 
nmufements  of  the  vintage.  The 
fond  admirers  of  antiquity  have 
defended  the  abominable  lfrains  of 
thefe  licentious  poets,  by  pretend¬ 
ing,  that  their  intention  was  to 
reform  vice,  not  to  recommend  it  ; 
an  apology  which,  if  admitted, 
might  tend  to  exculpate  the  wri¬ 
ters,  but  could  never  juftify  their 
performances,  fince  it  is  known  by 
experience,  that  lewd  deferiptions 
prove  a  poifon  rather  than  a  re¬ 
medy  ;  and  inftead  of  correcting 
manners,  tend  only  to  corrupt 
them. 

“  Befides  the  general  licenti- 
oufnefs  of  the  ancient  comedy,  its 
more  particular  charafferiftics  re- 
fulted  from  the  peculiar  cbcum- 
ffance^  of  the  Athenians,  during 
the  time  of  its  introduction  and 


continuance.  The  people  of  all 
ranks  at  Athens  were  then  too 
deeply  engaged  in  the  military  and 
political  tranfaftions  of  their  coun¬ 
try,  to  enjoy  any  amufement  which 
did  not  either  di redly  flatter  their 
paiflons,  or  bear  an  immediate 
relation  to  the  great  and  impor¬ 
tant  intereffs  of  the  republic.  It 
was  during  the  confufion  and  cala¬ 
mities  of  the  Peloponneflan  war, 
that  all  the  comic  pieces  which, 
remain  were  originally  rep  re  fen  ted  ; 
a  period  too  disorderly  and  tumul¬ 
tuous  to  relifh  comedies,  fitch  as 
are  now  written,  or  fuch  as  were 
compofed  in  Greece  by  Menander, 
in  an  age  of  greater  moderation  and 
tranquillity.  The  elegant  and 
ingenious,  the  moral  and  infiruc- 
tive  drains  of  Moliere  or  Menander, 
may  amufe  the  idlenefs  of  wealth, 
ami  the  fecurity  of  peace.  But 
a  mid  ft  the  fermentation  of  war  and 
danger,  a  mid  ft  civil  diifenfions 
and  foreign  invalions,  the  minds 
of  men  are  too  little  at  cafe  to 
enjoy  fuch  refined  and  delicate 
beauties  which  then  appear  lifelefs 
and  infipld.  In  fuch  turbulent  cir- 
cumftances,  the  reluctant  attention 
mu  ft  be  excited  by  real,  inftead  of 
imaginary  characters  ;  by  a  true 
inftead  of  a  fictitious  event  ;  by 
diredt  and  particular  advice  con¬ 
cerning  the  adtual  flate  of  their  af¬ 
fairs,  inftead  of  vague  or  abftract 
lelfons  of  uifdom  and  virtue.  Coarfe 
buffoonery  may  often  force  them 
to  laugh  ;  delicate  ridicule  will 
feldom  engage  them  to  fmi!e  ;  they 
may  be  affected  by  the  fharpnefs  of 
perfbnal  invective,  but  will  remain 
impenetrable  to  the  Grafts  of  general 
fa  tire. 

“  By  combining  the  different 
parts  of  this  defeription,  we  may 
form  a  tolerably  exadf  notion  of  the 
writings  of  Atpftophanes,  which 
commonly  conceal,,  under  a  thin 

alle- 
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allegorical  veil,  the  recent  hiftory 
of  feme  public  tranfa&ion,  or  the 
principal  feature?  of  fome  ditlin- 
guithed  character,  reprefented  in 
fuch  a  ludicrous  light  as  refleds 
on  thofe  concerned,  unexpected, 
and  often  unmerited,  but  not  there¬ 
fore  the  lefs  finking,  flathes  of  in- 
folent  ridicule.  Such  was  the  na¬ 
ture,  and  fuch  the  materials  of  the 
ancient  comedy,  which,  in  its 
form,  agreed  entirely  with  tragedy, 
having  borrowed  from  this  enter¬ 
tainment  (which  was  already  in 
palfeffion  of  the  theatre)  the  dis¬ 
tribution  of  the  whole,  as  well  as 
the  arrangement  of  the  feveral 
parts  ;  the  mu  tic,  the  chorus,  the 
dretfes,  decorations,  and  machinery; 
all  of  which  were  fo  modified  and 
burlefqued  as  fuited  the  purpofes 
of  the  comic  writer,  and  often  ren¬ 
dered  his  pieces  little  elfe  than 
parodies  of  the  more  fafhionable 
tragedies  of  the  times. 

u  This  lingular  fpecies  of  drama, 
which,  in  its  lefs  perfed  date,  had 
long  drolled  the  villages  of  Attica, 
was  limply  tolerated  at  Athens, 
until  the  profution  of  Pericles,  and 
his  complaifance  for  the  populace, 


firft  Supplied  from  the  exchequer 
the  neceflary  expences  for  the  re¬ 
presentation  of  comedies,  and  pro- 
poled  prizes  for  the  comic  as  well 
as  for  the  tragic  poets  and  adors. 
But,  by  this  injudicious  encou¬ 
ragement,  he  unwarily  cherifhed 
a  Serpent  in  his  bofom.  Arillro- 
phanes  and  his  licentious  contem¬ 
poraries  having  previoufly  ridiculed 
virtue  and  genius,  in  the  perfons 
of  Socrates  and  Euripides,  boldly, 
proceeded  to  avail  themfelves  of  the 
natural  malignity  of  the  vulgar, 
and  their  envy  againft  whatever  is 
elevated  and  illuftrious,  to  traduce 
and  calumniate  Pericles  himfelf ; 
and  though  his  fuccetfors  in  the 
adminiilration  juftly  merited  (as 
we  fhall  have  occalion  to  relate) 
the  fevered:  iaflies  of  their  invedive, 
yet,  had  their  charade rs  been  more 
pun  ,  they  would  have  been  equally 
expofed  to  the  unprovoked  fatire 
of  thofe  infolent  buffoons,  who 
gratified  the  grots  appetites  of  the 
vulgar,  by  an  undiliinguilhed  mats 
of  ridicule,  involving  vice  and 
virtue,  things  prophane  and  facred, 
men  and  gods.” 
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[From  Young’s  History  of  Athens.] 


“  y~XUINCTILIAN  hath  light- 
V  /  ly  tketched  a  comparifon 
between  the  Greek  and  Roman  hif- 
torians  :  he  mentions  Herodotus 
and  Livy,  as  having  equal  preten¬ 
tions  ;  but  furely  the  tales  in  the 
firtl  book  of  Herodotus  are  not  of 
a  merit  to  conlefl  the  prize  of  hif¬ 
tory  with  thofe  books  of  Livy  which 
afforded  a  text  tor  the  famous  com¬ 
ment  of  Machiavel ;  nor  do  I  think 


that  the  Greeks  account  of  the  Per- 
tian  wars,  is  equal  to  the  famous 
Decad  of  the  Punic  invatiori :  Poly¬ 
bius  would,  in  my  opinion,  afford 
a  more  appolite  parallel ;  his  hav¬ 
ing  written  on  Roman  lubjeds  no 
ways  vitiates  the  propriety  of  com¬ 
paring  them,  and  in  doing  fo,  thofe 
who  are  not  led  away  by  the  quaint 
phrafe  of  ‘  ladea  ubertas’  applied 
to  Livy,  will  admit  his  pretentions 

to 
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to  energy  as  well  as  eloquence  : 
their  ftyle  is  undoubtedly  different, 
and  in  this  the  Latin  hath  the  better 
of  the  companion ;  in  other  re- 
fpebis,  to  ufe  a  phrafe  of  Qumbtili- 
an,  they  are  4  pares  magis  qoam  fi- 
ntiles.*  Quintilian  doubts  not  to 
oppofe  the  merit  s  of  Sal  ball,  to 
thofe  of  Thucydides ;  on  this  head 
1  have  my  doubts ;  independent  of 
his  emphatic  ftyle  and  air  of  accu¬ 
racy  throughout,  the  introductory 
book  of  Thucydides  is  a  mailer- 
piece  of  recapitulation,  and  may 
be  placed  in  parallel  with  the  fir  ft 
book  of  Machiavel’s  Hiftory  of 
Florence,  the  belt  epitome  (I  think) 
of  the  kind;  but  the  preambles  of 
Salluft,  though  eloquent  and  in¬ 
genious,  are  fomewhat  forced  and 
inapplicable.  The  hiftories  of  Xe¬ 
nophon  I  read  with  pleafure,  but 
cannot  admit  them  to  vie  with  the 
above  authors,  either  oi  his  own 
country,  or  of  the  Romans  :  I  am 
rather  inclined  to  allow  to  the  lat¬ 
ter  the  general  palm  of  hiftory. 
What  doubts  I  may  have,  the  an¬ 
nals  and  hiftories,  and  particularly 
the  detached  pieces  of  Tacitus  are 
calculated  to  remove  -if  language 
and  fentiment  fuitable  to  each  ac¬ 
tion,  and  concifely  explanatory  of 
motive  and  event,  if  in  the  words 
of  Salluft,  4  fabtis  dibta  exaequan- 
da,s  cenftitute  the  merit  in  this 
branch  of  literature,  who  is  the 
writer  that  hath  given  policy, 
fabts,  an^l  character  more  force, 
and  in  fewer,  and  in  better  words, 
than  Tacitus  ?  To  a  proper  and  able 
reader,  Tacitus  explains  whilft  he 
appears  limply  to  relate  a  myftery  ; 
and  developes  the  receffes  of  policy 
and  character,  whilft  he  profeffes  to 
recite  merely  effebts  and  condubt. 

44  The  military  memoirs  of  Cte- 
far  and  of  Xenophon  may  be  con¬ 
sidered  as  a  diftinbt  and  new  brunch 
of  literature,  and  rpay  afford  frefh 
1786. 


fubjebt  for  conteft  and  criticifm  : 
the  pretenfions  of  the  Roman  ami 
Greek  are  respectively  ftrong,  and 
their  different  merits  may  afford 
fcope  to  the  advocate  of  either  lan¬ 
guage  or  writer. 

44  1  mean  not  to  enter  into  a  mi¬ 
nute  enquiry,  but  rather  as  a  key 
to  fuch  dilquifition,  obferve,  that 
in  the  Latin  work,  we  have  the  com¬ 
mentaries  of  a  general,  vetted  with 
a  legitimate  command  :  in  the 
Greek,  the  journal  of  an  officer  in 
fubordinate  authority,  though  of 
high  eftimation ;  the  fpeeches  of 
the  one  are  replete  with  imperatori- 
al  dignity  ;  of  the  other,  delivered 
with  the  conciliatory  arts  of  argu¬ 
ment  and  condefcenfion  :  the  ora¬ 
tory  put  into  the  mouth  of  others, 
is  by  either  author  happily  intro¬ 
duced,  and  fuited  to  party  and  to 
circumftance  ;  with  exception,  how¬ 
ever,  to  a  fpeech  of  Cyrus,  in  the 
Memoirs  of  Xenophon,  who,  though 
in  queft  of  the  defpotic  crown  of 
Periia,  is  made  to  harangue  for 
Greece  and  liberty.  Accounts  of 
the  face  of  the  counrrv,  of  the 
characters  of  the  inhabitants,  and 
even  of  very  families,  were  collebt- 
ed  and  tranfmitted  to  the  great  lead¬ 
er  in  chief ;  and  thence  from  Cseftir 
we  have  a  curious  and  well  authen¬ 
ticated  detail  relative  to  the  Gauls, 
the  Britons,  and  every  other  ene¬ 
my  :  Xenophon  is  fuperficial  with 
refpebt  to  any  peculiarities  of  the 
nations  he  puffed  through,  his  mind 
was  abforbed  in  the  care  of  thofe 
under  his  command  ;  but  thence 
we  are  better  acquainted  with  the 
Greek  army  than  with  that  of  Cut- 
far’s  7  Caefar’s  attention  was  ever 
di rebled  to  thofe  he  was  to  attack* 
to  counterabt,  or  to  oppofe  ;  Xe¬ 
nophon’^,  to  thofe  he  was  to  con¬ 
dubt  :  Caffar  is  often  circumftanti- 
al,  but  never  diffule  5  Xenophon, 
were  he  lefs  eloquent,  I  fliould  call. 
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prolix,  without  being  particular. 
Caefar  gives  the  characters  of  men 
in  a  dilplay  of  their  actions  and  of 
their  fpeeches ;  it  became  not  the 
dignity  of  the  great  Roman  general 
to  minutely  diferiminate  the  private 
merits  and  demerits  of  an  individu¬ 
al  ;  but  Xenophon  might  properly 
defcant  thereon,  with  the  nice  ob- 
fervation  of  a  by* Hander,  follow¬ 
ing  the  bent  of  philofophic  enqui¬ 
ry  :  the  character  of  Cyrus  was  in¬ 
deed  worthy  the  pen  of  Caefar,  but 
a  detail  of  the  virtues  of  Proxenus 
and  vices  of  Menon,  were  a  more 
proper  fubjedt  for  the  more  private 
writer :  in  his  portraiture  of  thefe 
men,  and  of  that  of  Clearchus, 
Xenophon  has  difplayed  the  moil 
nervous  and  pointed  eloquence  ;  the 
energy  of  which  is  a  fine  contrail; 
to  the  ealy  rhetoric  of  the  fpeeches, 
and  elegant  fimplicity  of  didiion  in 
the  narrative,  which  fo  Angularly 
charadterile  thefe  moil  beautiful 
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Memoirs.  It  may  be  obferved,  that 
Xenophon  hath  in  this  work  artful¬ 
ly  interfperfed  every  circumiiance 
which  might  conduce  to  the  giving  a 
favourable  idea  of  his  own  charadter; 
—  one  Phalinus  is  introduced,  de¬ 
riding  him  for  his  virtue  and  philo- 
fophv  ;  his  happy  temper  and  mo- 
deration  are  hinted  at  in  the  obfer- 
vation,  44  that  he  never  had  a  dif- 
pute  with  any  other  captain  but 
once,  and  that  a  trivial  one,  with 
Cherifophus  the  general  idea  of 
his  bravery,  his  religion,  and  his 
eloquence,  is  ftrongly  marked 
throughout ;  every  fpeech  himfelf 
makes  (if  I  rightly  remember)  is  e- 
vincive  and  effedtual :  the  certain 
Athenian  called  Xenophon,  is  thus 
in  fuccefiion  veiled  with  every  ac- 
complifiiment,  and,  through  the 
well -wrought  veil  of  model!  phrafe, 
is  a:  length  difcoverable  the  arro¬ 
gance  of  a  brave  and  virtuous,  but 
vain  man.” 
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44  B. 

^IN  Englifh,  then,  it  feems  thofe 
X  two  words  (IF  and  AN)  which 
have  been  called  conditional  con- 
jundfions  (and  whole  force  and  man- 
iter  of  lignification,  as  well  as  of  all 
the  others,  we  are  diredted  by  Mr. 
Jvocke  to  fearch  after  in  “  the  feve- 
ral  views,  pollutes,  Hands,  terms,  li¬ 
mitations,  and  exceptions,  and  feve- 
ral  other  thoughts  of  the  mind,  for 
which  we  have  either  none ,  or  very 
deficient  names'”)  are  according  to 
you,  merely  the  original  imperatives 
©f  the  verbs  to  Give  or  to  Grant. 
u  Now  let  me  underltand  you. 

5 


I  do  not  mean  to  divert  you  Into  an 
etymological  explanation  of  each 
particular  word  of  other  languages, 
or  even  of  the  Englifh,  and  fo  to 
change  our  converfation  from  a  phi- 
lofophical  inquiry  concerning  the 
nature  of  language  in  general,  in¬ 
to  the  particular  bufinefs  of  a  poly¬ 
glot  lexicon.  But,  as  you  have 
faid  that  your  principles  wilLapply 
imiverfally,  I  defire  to  know  whe¬ 
ther  you  mean  that  the  conditioned 
conjunctions  of  all  other  languages 
are  likewife  to  be  found,  like  //’and 
an ,  in  the  original  imperatives  of 
fome  of  their  own  or  derived  verbs> 
meaning  to  Give  ? 


“  H. 
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44  H. 

*4  No.  If  that  was  my  opinion, 
1  know  you  are  ready  indantly  to 
confute  it  by  the  conditionals  of 
the  Greek  and  Latin  and  Irifh,  the 
French,  Italian,  Spanifh,  Portu- 
guefe  and  many  other  languages. 
But  I  mean  that  thofe  words  which 
are  called  conditional  conjunctions , 
are  to  be  accounted  for  in  all  lan¬ 
guages  in  the  fame  manner  as  I 
have  accounted  for  if  and  an*  Not 
iadeed  that  they  mud  all  mean  pre- 
cifely  as  theie  two  do, — Give  and 
Grant ;  but  fbme  word  equivalent  : 
fuch  as ,—Be  it ,  SuppoJ'e ,  Allow, 
Permit ,  Put ,  Safer,  Sec.  which 
meaning  is  to  be  fought  for  from 
the  particular  etymology  of  each 
refpedtive  language,  not  from  fome 
unmarried  and  unknown  44  Terms, 
Stands,  Podures,  See*  of  the  min'd.” 
In  fliort,  to  put  this  matter  out  of 
doubt,  I  mean  to  difeard  all  fuppof- 
ed  my ftery,  not  only  about  thefe 
conditionals ,  but  about  all  thofe 
words  alfo  which  Mr.  Harris  and 
others  didinguifh  from  p repo.fi tions, 
and  call  conjunctions  of  fentences. 
I  deny  them  to  be  a  feparate  fort  of 
words  or  part  of  fpeech  by  them- 
felves.  For  they  have  not  a  fepa¬ 
rate  manner  offgnlfication :  although 
they  are  n  t  devoid  of  figrdfication. 
And  the  particular  iignification  of 
each  mull  be  fought  for  from  a- 
mongil  the  other  parts  of  fpeech, 
by  the  help  of  the  particular  ety¬ 
mology  of  each  refpedlive  language. 
By  fuch  means  alone  can  we  clear 
away  the  obfeurky  and  errors  in 
which  grammarians  and  philofo- 
phers  have  been  involved  by  the 
corruption  of  fome  common  words, 
and  the  ufeful  abbreviations  of  con- 
ilrufiioh.  And  at  the  fame  time 
we  fhall  get  rid  of  that  farago  of 
ufelefs  diftin&ions  into  Conjunctive, 
AdjunCl ive.  Disjunctive,  Subdisjunc- 
f-ive,  Copulative 9  Continuative ,  Sub- 


confirmative ,  Poftiye ,  Suppojitive^ 
Caufal ,  Collective,  Effective,  Ajppro * 
bative,  Difcretive,  Ablative,  Pre - 
fumptive ,  Abnegatlve,  Completive $ 
Augmentative,  Alternative,  Hypo  the* 
tical,  Extcnfive ,  Periodical,  MotP 
val,  Conclujive ,  Explicative ,  Tfanjj* 
five.  Interrogative,  Comparative,  DP 
minutiye ,  P reventive,  Adequate  Pre¬ 
ventive,  Advcrfative,  Conditional^ 
Sufpenjivc ,  Conclujive ,  Illative,  Con¬ 
ductive,  Declarative ,  &c,  &c.  &c* 
which  explain  nothing ;  and  (as 
mod  other  technical  terms  are  ab- 
ufed)  ferve  only  to  throw  a  veil  o- 
ver  the  ignorance  of  thofe  who  em^ 
ploy  them® 

44  B* 

*  < 

44  You  mean,  then,  by  what  you 
have  faid,  flatly  to  contradidl  Mr* 
Harris’s  definition  of  a  Conjunction  ; 
which  he  fays,  is — 44  a  part  of  fpeech 
devoid  of  Iignification  itfelf,  but  fo 
formed  as  to  help  Iignification,  by 
making  two  or  more  figiiificant  fen« 
tences  to  be  one  figmificant  fentence.’3 
44  PL 

44  I  have  the  lefs  fcruple  to  do 
that,  becaufe  Mr.  Harris  makes  no 
fcruple  to  contradidl  himfelL  For 
he  afterwards  acknowledges  that 
fome  of  them--— 44  have  a  kind  of 
obfeure  Iignification  when  taken  a- 
lone  ;  and  appear  in  grammar,  like 
zoophytes  in  nature,  a  kind  of 
middle  beings  of  afnphibious  cha¬ 
racter  ;  which,  by  fharing  the  at* 
tributes  of  the  higher  and  the  low- 
er,  conduce  to  link  the  whole  to¬ 
gether.” 

4  Now  I  fuppofe  it  is  -  liripollible 
to  convey  a  Nothing  in  a  more  in¬ 
genious  manner.  How  much  fupe- 
rior  is  this  to  the  oracular  faw  of 
another  learned  author  in  Language 
(typified  by  Shakfpeare  in  Sir  To* 
pa%j  who,  amongd  much  other  in¬ 
telligence  of  equal  importance,  tells 
us  with  a  very  folemn  face,  and 
aferibes  it  to  Plato,  that^— 44  Every 

E  z  man 
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tjf&an.  that  opines,  muft  opine  fome- 
thilig  :  the  i'ubj edfc  of  opinion  there¬ 
fore,  is  not  nothing.”  But  the  fair- 
eft  wav  to  Lord  Monboddo  is  to 
give  you  the  whole  paftage. 

It  was  not,  therefore,  without 
Teafon  that  Plato  faid  that  the  fub- 
'jebt  of  opinion  was  neither  the  to  ov, 
or  the  thing  itfelf,  nor  was  it  the 
to  ur,  bv,  or  nothing  ;  but  fomething 
betwixt  thefe  two.  This  may  ap¬ 
pear,  at  jirft  light  a  little  my  fieri - 
ous,  and  difficult  to  be  underftood  ; 
but,  like  other  things  of  that  kind 
in  Plato,  when  examined  to  the  bot¬ 
tom,  it  has  a  very  clear  meaning, 
and  explains  the  nature  of  opinion 
very  well:  for,  as  he  lays,  every 
man  that  opines,  muft  opine  ibme- 
fhing ;  the  fubjeft  of  opinion  there¬ 
fore,  is  not  nothing.  At  the  fame 
time  it  is  not  the  thing  itfelf,  but 
fomething  betwixt  the  two.”  His 
lordlliip,  you  fee,  has  explained  it 
very  clearly  ;  and  no  doubt  mull 
have  fweated  much  to  get  thus  to 
the  bottom. 

44  But  Mr.  Harris  has  the  advan¬ 
tage  of  a  fimilie  over  this  gentle¬ 
man  :  and  though  iimilies  appear 
with  moft  beauty  and  propriety  in 
works  of  imagination,  they  are  fre¬ 
quently  found  moft  ufeful  to  the 
authors  of  philofophical  treatifes  : 
and  have  often  helped  them  out  at 
many  a  dead  lift,  by  giving  them 
an  appearance  of  faying  fomething, 
when  indeed  they  had  nothing  to 
fay  :  for  iimilies  are  in  truth  the 
bladders  upon  which  they  float ; 
and  the  grammarian  finks  at  once 
if  he  attempts  to  fwim  without 
them, 

u  As  a  proof  of  which,  let  us 
only  examine  the  prefent  itiftance 
and,  difmiffirig  the  zoophytes,  fee 
what  intelligence  we  can  draw 
from  Mr.  Harris  concerning  the  na- 


44 found fignificantd*  Then  he  de¬ 
fines  Conj unctions  to  be  words  (L  e® 
pounds fignifieant)  44  devoid  effigni- 
fication — Afterwards  he  allow® 
that  they  h.ive — 44  a  kind  of  figni - 
f cation:  * 

44  But  this  kind  of  fignification  is 
— 44  obfeurefi  (i.  e.  a  fignification 
unknown)  i  fomething  I  fuppofe 
(as  Chillingworth  couples  them) 
like  a  J'ecret  tradition ,  or  a  flent 
-thunder :  for  it  amounts  to  the 
fame  thing  as  a  fignification  which 
does  not  fgni fy  :  an  obfeure  or  un¬ 
known  fignification  being  no  figni¬ 
fication  at  all.  But,  not  contented 
with  thefe  inconfiftencies,  which  to 
a  lefs  learned  man  would  feeni  fuf- 
ficient  of  all  confidence,  Mr.  Har¬ 
ris  goes  farther,  and  add*,  that  they 
are  a — kind  of  middle  beings”— 
(he  muft  mean  between  fignification 
and  no  fignification)-— 1 64 faring  the 
attributes  of  both'*— { i.  e8  of  fignifi¬ 
cation  and  no  fignification)  and— 
conduce  to  link  them  both” — -(i.  e.  fig¬ 
nification  and  no  fignification)  44  to¬ 
gether  f* 

44  It  would  have  helped  us  a  lit¬ 
tle,  if  Mr.  Harris  had  here  told  us 
what  that  middle  fate  is,  between 
fignification  and  no  fignification  t 
What  are  the  attributes  of  no  figni¬ 
fication  !  And  how  fignification  and 
no  fignification  can  be  linked  toge¬ 
ther  1 

u  Now  all  this  may,  for  ought  I 
know,  be  44  read  and  admired  as 
long  as  there  is  any  tafte  for fine 
vorit'ng  in  Britain.  But  with  loch 
unlearned  and  vulgar  phi iofop hers 
as  Mr.  Locke  and  his  difciples, 
who  feek  not  tafte  and  elegance,  but 
truth  and  common  fenfe  in  philofo¬ 
phical  fubjedts,  I  believe  it  will  ne¬ 
ver  pafs  as  a  per  f  eft  example  of  ana* 
lyftsft'  nor  bear  away  the  palm  for 


44  acutenefs  of  invefiigation  and  per- 
tyre  of  CdnjunHions,  Jpicuity  of  explication For,  fepa* 

44  Firft  he  defines  a  word  to  be  a*  rated  from  the  fine  writing ,  (which 

however 
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however  I  can  no  where  find  in 
the  book)  thus  is  the  Conjunction 

explained  by  Mr.  Harris.  - A 

found  fignificant  devoid  of  fignifi¬ 
cation,  having  at  the  fame  time  a 
kind  of  obfcure  fignification ;  and 
yet  having  neither  fignification  nor 
no  fignification  ;  but  a  middle  fome- 
thing  between  fignification  and  no 
lignifica/ion,  (haring*  the  attributes 
both  of  fignification  and  no  fignifi¬ 
cation  ;  and  linking  fignification 
and  no  fignification  together. 

14  If  others,  of  a  more  elegant 
tafte  for  fine  writing,  are  able  to 
receive  either  pleafure  or  inftruc- 
tion  from  fuch  truly  phihfophical  lan¬ 
guage ,  I  (ball  neither  dispute  with 
them  nor  envy  them  :  but  can  on¬ 
ly  deplore  the  dullnefs  of  my  own 
apprehenfion,  who,  notwithfland- 
ing  the  great  authors  quoted  in  Mr. 
Hr.  rris’s  treatife,  and  the  great  au¬ 
thors  who  recommend  it,  cannot 
help  confide  ring  this  44  perfeft  ex¬ 
ample  of  analyfis,’’  as— an  approv¬ 
ed  compilation  of  almoft  all  the  er¬ 
rors  Which  grammarians  have  been 
accumulating  from  the  time  of  A- 
riftotle  down  to  our  prelent  days, 
of  technical  and  learned  affectation. 
44  B. 

“  I  am  afraid,  my  good  friend, 
you  Hill  carry  with  you  your  old 
humour  in  politics,  though  your 
fubjeCt  is  now  different.  You  (peak 
too  fharply  for  philofophy,  Come, 
confefs  the  truth.  Are  not  you  a- 
gainft  authority ,  becaufe  authority  is 
againft  you  ?  And  does  not  you  r  fplee  n 
to  Mr,  Harris  arife  principally  from 
his  having  taken  care  to  fortify  his 
opinions  in  a  manner  in  which,  from 
your  fingularity,  you  cannot  ? 

44  H. 

I  hope  you  know  my  difpofition 
better.  And  I  am  perfuaded  that  I 
owe  your  long  and  fieady  friendfiup 
to  me,  to  the  conviction  which  an 
early  experience  in  private  life  af¬ 
forded  you,  that-^ueminem  libcn* 


ter  nominem,  nifi  ut  laudem  j  fednec 
peccata  rcprehenderem,  nifi  ut  aliis. 
prodeffem.— Indeed  you  have  borne 
your  teftimony  for  me  in  very 
trying  fituations,  where  few  befides 
yourfelf  would  have  ventured  fo 
much  honefiy.  At  the  fame  time, 
I  confefs,  1  fliould  difdain  to  handle 
any  uleful  truth  daintily,  as  if  I 
Bared  left  it  fliould  fling  me  ;  and 
to  employ  a  philofophical  inquiry 
as  a  vehicle  for  interefied  or  cow¬ 
ardly  adulation. 

44  I  proteft  to  you,  my  notions  of 
language  were  formed  before  I 
could  account  etymologically  for 
any  one  of  the  words  in  quellion, 
and  before  I  was  in  the  lead:  ac¬ 
quainted  with  the  opinions  of 
others.  I  add  re  fie  d  myfelf  to  an 
inquiry  into  their  opinions  with  all 
the  diffidence  of  confcious  igno¬ 
rance;  and,  fo  far  from  fpurning 
authority,  was  difpofed  to  admit  of 
half  an  argument  from  a  great 
name.  So  that  it  is  not  my  fault, 
if  I  am  forced  to  carry  inftead  of 
following  the  lanthorn  ;  but  at  all 
events  it  is  better  than  walking  in 
total  dark ne fs. 

44  And  yer,  though  I  believe 
I  differ  from  all  the  accounts  which 
have  hitherto  been  given  of  lan¬ 
guage,  I  am  not  fo  much  without 
authority  as  you  may  imagine® 
Mr.  Harris  himfelf  and  all  the 
grammarians  whom  he  has,  and 
whom  (though  it  ling  their  words) 
he  has  not  quoted,  are  my  autho¬ 
rities.  Their  own  doubts,  their 
difficulties,  their  diffatisfaCHon,  their 
contradictions,  their  obfeurity  on 
all  thele  points  are  my  authorities 
againft  them  ;  for  their  fyftem  and 
their  difficulties  vanifii  together. 
Indeed  unlefs,  with  Mr.  Harris,  I 
had  been  repeating  what  others 
have  written,  it  is  impoffible  I 
fliould  quote  any  direft  authorities 
for  my  own  manner  of  explanation. 
But  let  us  hear  W)lkm3,  whofe  in* 
E  3  ;  ,dtUVy 
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duftry  deferved  to  have  been  better 
employed,  .and  his  perfeverance 
better  rewarded  with  difcovery  j 
let  us  hear  what  he  fays. 

“  According  to  the  true  phiiofo- 
phy  of  fpeech,  I  cannot  conceive 
this  kind  of  words”  (he  fpeaks  of 
Adverbs  and  Conjundlions)  “  to 
be  properly  a  didindl  part  of  fpeech, 
as  they  are  commonly  called.  But 
.until  they  can  be  didributed  into 
their  proper  places,  I  have  lo  far 
complied  with  the  Grammars  of  m- 
ilituted  languages,  as  to  place 
them  here  together.”— -And  again, 

44  For  the  accurate  effecting  of 
this  [i.  e.  a  real  char  act  erf  it  would 
be  neceffary  that  the  theory  itfelf 
[i.  e.  of  language  upon  which  fuch  a 
defign  were  to  be  founded,  fhould 
be  exadlly  fuited  to  the  nature  of 
things,  ’But  upon  fuppofal  that 
tins  theory  [viz.  of  language ]  is 
defective,  either  as  ’  to  the  fulnefs 
<or  the  order  of  it :  this  mud  needs 
add  much  perplexity  to  any  fuch 
attempt^  and  render  it  imperfedl, 
And  that  this  is  the  cafe  with  that 
common  theory  already  received, 
need  not  much  be  doubted. 

44  It  appears  evidently  there¬ 
fore  that  Wilkins  (to  whom  Mr. 
Locke  was  much  indebted)  was  well 
convinced  that  all  the  accounts 

r  ;  . 

hitherto  given  of  language  were 
erroneous*  And  in  fadl,  the  lan¬ 
guages  which  are  commonly  ufed 
throughout  the  world,  are  much 
more  limple  and  eafy,  convenient 
and  philofophical,  than  Wilkins’s 
fcheme  for  a  real  character ;  or  than 
any  other  feheme  that  has  been  at 
any  other  time  imagined  or  pro- 
pofed  forthe  purpofe.  Mr.  Locke’s 
didatisfadlion  with  all  the  accounts 
which  he  had  feen,  is  too  vvell 
known  to  need  repetition. 

44  Sandlius  refeued  quod  parti¬ 
cularly  fjem  the  number  of  thefe 
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myderious  Conjundlions,  though 
he  left  ut  amongdthem. 

44  And  Servius  Scioppius,  G.  J. 
Voffius,  Perizonius,  and  others, 
have  explained  and  difplaced  many 
other  fuppofed  Adverbs  and  Con¬ 
jundlions. 

44  Skinner  (though  I  knew  it  not 
previoufly)  had  accounted  for  if 
before  me,  and  in  the  fame  manner ; 
which  though  fo  palpable,  Lye 
confirms  and  compliments.  Even 
S.  johnfon,  though  miftakenly,  has 
attempted  and;  and  would  find  no 
difficulty  with  therefore. 

44  In  ihort,  there  is  not  fuch  a  thing 
as  a  Conjunction  in  any  language , 
which  may.  not,  by  a  fkilfull  herald, 
be  traced  home  to  its  own  family 
and  origin  ;  without  having  re- 
courfe  to  contradidlion  and  mydery 
with  Mr.  Harris  :  or  with  Mr, 
Locke,  cleaving  open  the  head  of 
man  to  give  it  fuch  a  birth  as  Mi- 
perva’s  from  the  brain  of  j  upiter. 

44  B. 

44  Call  you  this  authority  in  your 
favour  ?  When  the  full  dream 
and  current  fets  the  other  way,  and 
only  fome  little  brook  or  rivulet 
runs  with  you  ?  You  know  very 
well  that  all  the  authorities  which 
you  have  alleged,  except  Wilkins, 
are  upon  the  whole  againd  you. 
For  though  they  have  explained 
the  meaning,  and  traced  the  deri¬ 
vation  of  many  Adverbs  and  Con¬ 
jundlions  ;  yet  (except  Sandlins 
in  the  particular  indance  of  quod, 
— whofe  conjundlive  ufe  in  Latin 
he  too  drenuouily  denies)  they  all 
acknowledge  them  dill  to  be  Ad- 

i  (  O  * 

verbs  or  Conjundlions*  It  is  true,, 
they  didinguifhed  them  by  the  title 
of  re  pert  a  or  ufurpata  :  but  they  at 
the  dune  time  acknowledged  (indeed 
the  very  didindlion  itfelf  is  an 
acknowledgment)  that  there  are 

others 

*  .  ,1 
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others  which  are  real,  primigenla , 
r ultima,  pur  a* 

“  H. 

44  True.  Becaiife  there  are  fome, 
of  whofe  origin  they  were  totally 
ignorant.  But  has  any  philofopher 
or  grammarian  ever  yet  told  us 
what  a  real ,  original,  native,  pure 
Adverb  or  Conjunction  is  ?  Or 
which  of  thefe  Conjunctions  of 
fentences  are  fo  ?  Whenever  that 
is  done,  in  any  language,  I  may 
venture  to  promife  you  that  I  will 
fhew  thofe  likewile  to  be  repertas 
and  ufurpatas,  as  well  as  the  red  : 
And  till  then  I  fhall  take  no  more 
trouble  about  them.  I  fhall  only 
add,  that  though  abbreviation  and 
corruption  are  always  bujiejl  with 
the  Words  which  are  moft  frequently 
in  ufe  ;  yet  the  words  moji  frequently 
itfed  are  leaft  liable  to  be  totally  laid 
afidc*  And  therefore  they  are  often 
retained,— (I  mean  that  branch  of 
them  which  is  moft  frequently 
ufed)  - •when  moft  of  the  other 
words— (and  even  the  other  branch- 
es  of  thefe  retained  words)— are, 
by  various  changes  and  accident, 
quite  loft  to  a  language.  Hence 
the  difficulty  of  accounting  for 
them.  And  hence  (becaufe  only 
one  branch  of  each  of  thefe  declin¬ 
able  words  is  retained  in  a  language) 
arifes  the  notion  of  their  beiuy 
indeclinable;  and  a  fep irate  fort 
of  words,  or  part  of  fpeech  by 
themfelves.  But  that  they  are  not 
indeclinable,  is  fufficiently  evident 
by  what  I  have  already  laid.  For 
Lip,  'Kn,  &c.  certainly  could  not  be 
called  indeclinable ,  when  all  the 
other  branches  of  thofe  verbs,  of 
which  they  are  the  regular  impe¬ 
ratives,  were  likewile  in  ufe.  And 
that  the  words  if,  an,  &c.  (which 
Bill  retain  their  original,  figni- 
fication,  and  are  ufed  in  the  very 
fame  manner  and  for  the  fame  pur- 
pofe  as  formerly)  fliould  now  be 
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called  indeclinable  proceeds  merely 
from  the  ignorance  of  thofe  who 
could  not  account  for  them ;  and-, 
who  therefore,  with  Mr.  Harris, 
were  diiven  to  fay  that  they  have 
neither  mean'mg  nor  inflexion  : 
vvhilit  notwith handing  they  were 
Bill  forced  to  acknowledge  (either 
direCtly,  or  by  giving  them  diffe¬ 
rent  titles  of  conditional,  admerfati-ve , 
&c.)  that  they  have  a  44  kind  of 
obfeure  meaning” 

44  How  much  more  candid  and 
ingenuous  would  it  have  been,  to 
have  owned  fairly  that  they  did  not 
underhand  the  nature  of  thefe 
Conjunctions  ;  and,  inBead  of  wrap¬ 
ping  it  up  in  myBery,  to  have 
exhorted  and  encouraged  others  to  a 
farther  fearch. 

44  B. 

44  You  are  not  the  BrB  perfon 
who  has  been  milled  by  a  fanciful 
etymology.  Take  heed  that  your 
derivations  be  not  of  the  fame  ridi¬ 
culous  call  with  theirs  who  deduced 
Conftantinople  from  Confldntine  the 
noble,  —B reeches  from  bear-riches,— ~ 
Donna  Com  Bono — and  King  Pepin 
from  bo-me- 

44  H. 

44  If  I  have  been  milled,  it  moB 
certainly  is  not  by  etymology  ;  of 
which  I  confefs  myfelf  to  have  been 
lhamefully  ignorant  at  the  time 
when  thele  my  notions  of  language 
were  fir  If  formed.  Though  even 
that  previous  ignorance  is  now  a 
circumftance  which  confirms  me 
much  in  my  opinion  concerning 
thefe  Conjunctions  :  for  I  knew  not 
even  the  charaCler  of  the  language 
from  which  my  particular  proofs  of 
the  Englifh  Conjunctions  were  to  be 
drawn.  And  (notwithBanding  lord 
Monboddo’s  difeouraging  fneer), 
it  was  general  reafoning  a  prioYi , 
that  led  me  to  the  particular  in- 
Bances ;  not  particular  initances  to 
the  general  reafoning.  This  ety- 
E  4  mology. 
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mology,  again#  whofe  fafcination 
you  would  have  me  guard  mylelf, 
did  not  occur  to  me  till  many  years 
after  my  fyftem  was  fettled  ;  and 
It  occurred  to  me  fuddenly,  in  this 
manner;—- u  If  my  reafoning  con¬ 
cerning  thefe  Conjunctions  is  well 
founded,  there  mu  ft  then  be  in  the 
original  language  from  which  the 
Eng'Hfh  (and  lb  of  all  other  lan* 
guages)  is  deiived,  literally  fuch 
and  fuch  words  bearing  precifeiy 
fuch  and  fuch  fignifications.” — I 
was  the  more  pleafed  with  this  fug- 
geftion,  becaufe  I  was  entirely 
ignorant  even  of  the  Anglo-Saxon 
and  Gothic  characters :  and  the  ex¬ 
periment  prefented  to  me  a  mean, 
either  of  difabufmg  myfelf  from 
error  (which  I  greatly  feared  ;) 
or  of  obtaining  a  confirmation  luf- 
ficrently  ftrong  to  encourage  me  to 
believe  (what  every  man  knowing 
any  thing  of  human  nature  will 
always  be  very  backward  in  believ¬ 
ing  of  himfeU  )  that  I  had  really 
made  a  djfcovery.  For  if  upon  trial 
I  fhould  find  in  an  unknown  lan¬ 
guage,  precifeiy  thofe  very  words 
both  in  found,  and  fignification, 
and  application,  which 'in  my  per* 
fee#  ignorance  I  had  foretold  ; 
what  mull  1  conclude,  but  either 
that  fpine  das  nr  on  had  malicioufiy 


infpired  me  with  the  fpirit  of  true 
prophecy  in  order  the  more  deeply 
to  deceive  me  ;  or  that  my  reafon¬ 
ing  on  the  nature  of  language  was 
not  fantaftical.  The  event  was 
beyond  my  expectation  :  for  I  in- 
ftantly  found  upon  trial,  all  my 
predictions  verified.  This  has 
made  me  prefumptuous  e;  ough  to 
aft'ert  it  univerfally.  Befides  that 
I  have  fince  traced  thefe  fuppofrd 
unmeaning  indeclinable  Conjunc¬ 
tions  with  the  lame  I’m  cels  in  many 
other  languages  befides  the  Eng- 
lilh.  And  becaufe  1  know  that  the 
generality  of  minds  receive  con¬ 
viction  more  ealily  from  a  num¬ 
ber  of  particular  instances,  than 
from  the  furer  but  more  abfirated 
arguments  of  general  proof  ;  if  a 
multiplicity  of  uncommon  avoca¬ 
tions  and  engagements  (atifing 
from  a  very  peculiar  imitation)  had 
not  prevented  me,  I  fhould  long 
before  this  have  found  time  enoneh 

~  ^  %  o 

from  my  other  puriuits  and  from 
my  enjoyments  (amongft  which 
kilenefs  is  not  the  fmalleft)  to  have 
llrewn  clearly  and  fatisradtorily,  the 
origin  and  precife  meaning  of  each 
of  thefe  pretended  unmeaning, 
indeclinable  Conjunctions,  at  ieaft 
in  all  the  dead  and  living  languages 
of  Europe, ” 


The  FIRST  REQJJISITE  of  the  DRAMA. 

{From  the  Introduction  to  Remarks  on  fqme  of  the  Charac¬ 
ters  of  Shakespeare.] 


it  HE  writers  upon  dramatic 
1  compofition  have,  for  the 
mofl  part,  confined  their  obfer- 
vations  to  the  fable  •  and  the  max¬ 
ims  received  amongft  them,  for  the 
conduct  of  it,  are  therefore  em¬ 
phatically  called,  the  Rules  of  the 


Drama.  It  has  been  found  eafy  to 
give  and  to  apply  them  ;  they  are 
obvious,  they  are  certain,  they 
are  general  :  and  poets  without 
genius  have,  by  pbferving  them, 
pretended  to  fame  ;  while  critics 
without  difeernment  have  alfume^ 


f 
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Importance  from  knowing  them. 
But  the  regularity  thereby  eftablifli- 
ed,  though  highly  proper,  is  by- 
no  means  the  lirft  requilite  in  a 
dramatic  composition.  Even  wav¬ 
ing  all  consideration  of  thofe  finer 
feelings  which  a  poet’s  imagination 
or  feniibilky  imparts,  there  is, 
within  the  colder  provinces  of  judg¬ 
ment  and  of  knowledge,  a  fub- 
jecSi  for  criticifm,  more  worthy  of 
attention  than  the  common  topics 
of  difcuffion  :  f  mean  the  didi notion 
and  prefer  ration  of  character, 
without  which  the  piece  is  at  bed 
a  tale,  not  an  action ;  lor  the 
adtors  in  it  are  not  produced  upon 
the  fcene.  They  were  didinguifli- 
ed  by  character  ;  all  men  are  ;  by 
that  we  know  them,  by  that  we 
are  intereded  in  their  fortunes  ;  by 
that  their  condudt,  their  fentiments, 
their  very  language  is  formed  : 
and  whenever,  therefore,  the  pro¬ 
per  marks  of  it  are  miffing,  we  im¬ 
mediately  perceive  that  the  perlon 
before  our  eyes  is  but  fuppofititious. 
Experience  has  fnewn,  that  how¬ 
ever  rigidly,  and  however  rightly, 
the  unities  of  addon,  time,  and 
place  have  been  infilled  on,  they 
may  be  difpenfed  with,  and  the 
magic  of  the  fcene  may  make  the 
abfurdity  invifible.  Mod  of  Shake- 
fpeare’s  plays  abound  with  indances 
of  fuch  a  fafcination.  It  is  certain, 
too,  that  it  is  not  always  necelfary 
flrongly  to  affedl,  in  order  warmly 
to  intered,  the  fpedtators  :  for 
many  tragedies,  which  are  not 
pathetic,  are  yet  very  engaging  ; 
and  many  comedies  are  amuling, 
though  almod  deditute  of  humour  : 
and  as  to  the  beauties  of  poetry 
and  of  fancy,  in  fome  very  fit  iub- 
jedfs  for  a  theatrical  exhibition,  they 
cannot  be  properly  admitted  ;  and 
very  few  abfolutely  require  them. 
But  variety  and  truth  of  charadler 
gre  indifpenfably  neceffary  to  all. 


both  to  comedy  and  to  tragedy  ; 
and  none  of  them  deferve  their 
name  any  farther  than  this  merit 
belongs  to  them,.  Incidents,  images, 
paffions,  language,  and  numbers, 
are  common  ro  dramatic  and  to 
other  compofitions  ;  they  might  all 
be  introduced  into  the  relation  of 
an  affedting  dory ;  but  characters 
can  never  be  perfectly  exhibited, 
except  in  a  drama.  When  they, 
therefore,  are  wanting,  the  want 
cannot  be  fupplied,  nor  can  it  be 
concealed  ;  the  deludon  fails,  and 
the  intered  ceafes  ;  the  performers 
can  only  recite,  they  have  nothing 
to  adt  :  for  the  performance  is  but 
a  dialogue,  not  a  reprefentation ; 
and  mud  be  received  by  the  dis¬ 
appointed  fpedtators,  at  the  bed, 
with  indifference. 

By  the  feeble  attempts  which 
every  dramatic  writer  makes  to 
characterize  his  perfonages,  and 
by  the  rude  sketches  which  fome 
critics  have  drawn  of  a  few  drama¬ 
tic  charadters,  the  truth  of  thefe 
principles  is  acknowledged,  but  the 
extent  of  them  is  not  illudrated  : 
for  general  marks  of  diffindtion 
do  not  denote  the  individual,  but 
only  fhew  the  clafs  he  belongs  to. 
Men  differ  as  much  in  their  minds 
as  in  their  faces  ;  and  to  each  man 
belong  fome  general  marks  of  di- 
ftindtion  in  both :  his  complexion 
is  brown,  or  it  is  fair ;  his  features 
are  hard  or  foft  ;  and  there  is  an 
expreffion  of  vivacity  of  fenlibility 
or  of  vacancy,  in  the  conftrudliqu 
and  motion  of  his  eyes.  But  faces, 
agreeing  in  many  fuch  circumffan- 
ces,  are  not  therefore,  upon  the 
whole,  like  to  each  other  :  nor 
would  a  picture  be  the  portrait  of 
any  individual,  to  whom,  in  all 
thefe,  and  ii>  many  more  particu¬ 
lars,  it  were  limilar,  unlefs  the 
painter  had  alfo  caught  thofe  pecu¬ 
liarities  of  countenance,  which  di« 

ffinguilh 
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IHng'uifii  that  perfon  from  all  others 
who  have  the  fame  call  of  features, 
and  the  fame  tint  of  complexion. 
In  like  manner  do  the  minds  of  men 
differ  from  each  other.  There  are 
in  thefe  alfo  general  marks  of  di- 
filiation ;  quicknefs,  or  clearnefs, 
or  want  of  apprehenlion  ;  a  feve- 
rity  ®r  a  mildnefs  of  temper  ;  ten- 
dernefs  or  violence  in  the  paffions. 
But  no  affemblage  of  thefe  will 
together  form  the  character  of  any 
individual .  for  he  has  fome  predo¬ 
minant  principle  ;  there  is  a  certain 
proportion  in  which  his  qualities 
are  mixed  ;  and  each  afiedfs  the 
other.  Thofe  qualities  check  that 
principle,  though  at  the  fame  time 
they  are  themfdves  controuled  by; 
it  :  for  nothing  is  abfolutely  pure 
andlimple  in  his  compolition  ;  and., 
therefore,  if  his  peculiarities  do  not 
appear,  no  refemblance  of  him  can 
be  feen. 

u  The  force  of  charadler  is  fo 
flrong,  that  the  moil  violent  paf¬ 
fions  do  not  prevail  over  it ;  on  the 
contrary,  it  diredts  them,  and  gives 
a  particular  turn  to  all  their  ope¬ 
rations.  The  moll  pathetic  ex- 
preffions,  therefore,  of  the  paffions 
are  not  true,  if  they  are  not  ac¬ 
commodated  to  the  charadler  of  the 
perfon  fuppofed  to  feel  them  ;  and 
the  effedt  upon  the  fpedtators  will 
be  weak,  when  fo  much  of  the 
reality  is  wanting  in  the  imitation. 
Such  general  expreffions  of  the 
paffions  are,  in  poetry,  like  thofe 
which  in  painting  arecalled  Studies; 
and  which,  unlefs  they  are  adapted 
to  the  features,  circumftances,  and 
diipolitions  of  the  feveral  per- 
fonages,  to  whofe  figures  they  are 
applied,  remain  mere  ftudies  hill, 
and  do  not  connedt  with  the  por¬ 
trait  or  hiftory-piece  into  which 
they  are  introduced. 

“•  Yet  the  generality  of  dramatic 
writers,  and  more  Gfpecially  of 


thofe  who  have  chofen  tragedy  for 
their  fubjedt,  have  contented  tfiem- 
felves  with  the  diftant  refemblance, 
which  indifcriminate  expreffions  of 
paffion,  and  imperfedt,  becaufe  ge¬ 
neral  marks  of  charadier,  can  give. 
Elevated  ideas  become  the  hero  ; 
a  profeffed  contempt  of  all  princi¬ 
ples  denotes  a  villain ;  frequent 
gulfs  of  rage  betray  violence,  and 
tender  fentiments  fhew  a  mildnefs, 
of  difpofition.  But  a  villain  differs 
not  more  from  a  faint,  than  he 
does  in  fome  particulars  from  an¬ 
other  as  bad  as  himfelf  :  and  the 
fame  degrees  of  anger,  excited  by 
the  fame  occasions,  break  forth  in 
as  many  feveral  diaries,  as  there 
are  various  tempers.  But  thefe 
di if ingu idling  peculiarities  between 
man  and  man,  have  too  otten 
effiaped  the  obfervation  of  tragic 
writers.  The  comic  writers  have, 
indeed,  frequently  caught  them  ; 
but  then  they  are  apt  to  fall  into  an 
excels  the  other  way,  and  over¬ 
charge  their  imitations  :  they  do 
not  fuffer  a  character  to  diew  itfelf, 
but  are  continually  pointing  it  out 
to  obfervation  ;  and  by  thus  bidding 
the  fpediator  take  notice  of  the 
likenefs,  tell  him  all  the  while  that 
it  is  but  a  reprefentation.  The 
former  is  commonly  the  defedl  of  the 
French  tragedies,  which  are  there¬ 
fore  inlipid,  even  when  they 
abound  with  poetry  and  paffion : 
and  the  latter  is  a  fault  common  in 
the  Englidi  comedies,  which  makes 
them  difgulfing,  though  they  are 
full  of  wit,  good  fenfe,  and  hu¬ 
mour.  The  one  falls  fhort  of 
charadler,  the  other  runs  into 
caricature  ;  that  wants  refemblance, 
and  this  is  mere  mimickry. 

“  Shakefpeare  has  generally 
avoided  both  extremes;  and,  how¬ 
ever  faulty  in  fome  refpedls,  is 
in  this,  the.  moil  effential  part  of 
the  drama,  canfidered  as  a  repre.-? 

fenmtion. 
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fentation,  excellent  beyond  compa¬ 
nion.  No  other  dramatic  writer 
could  ever  pretend  to  fo  deep  and  fo 
extenfive  a  knowledge  of  the  human 
heart ;  and  he  had  a  genius  to 
exprefs  all  that  his  penetration 
could  difcover.  The  characters, 
therefore,  which  he  has  drawn, 
are  mafterly  copies  from  nature  ; 
differing  each  from  the  other,  and 
animated  as  the  originals*  though 
correct  to  a  fcrupulous  precision. 
The  truth  and  force  of  the  imitation 


recommend  it  as  a  fubjeCt  worthy 
of  criticifm  :  and  though  it  admits 
not  of  fuch  general  rules  as  the 
conduCt  of  the  fable,  yet  every 
feveral  character  furnifliing  a  variety 
of  remarks,  the  mind,  by  attending 
to  them,  acquires  a  turn  to  fuch 
obfervations  ,*  than  which  nothing 
is  more  agreeable  or  more  ufeful 
in  forming  the  judgment,  whether 
on  real  characters  in  life,  or  dra¬ 
matic  reprefentaiions  of  them,*5 
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A  Mind  fo  framed  and  fo  tor- 
tured  as  that  of  Macbeth, 
when  the  hour  of  extremity  preffes. 
upon  him,  can  find  no  refuge  but 
in  defpair  ;  and  the  exprefpon  of 
that  defpair  by  Shakefpeare,  is  per¬ 
haps  one  of  the  finelt  pictures  that 
pyer  was  exhibited.  It  is  wildncfs, 
inconfiftency,  and  diforder,  to  fuch 
a  degree,  and  fo  apparent,  that 

“  Some  fay  he’s  mad ;  others  who  leffer 
hate  him, 

Dd  cali  it  valiant  fury  :  but  for  certain, 

He  cannot  buckle  his  diftempered  caufe 

Within  the  belt  of  rule.” 

It  is  prefumption  without  hope, 
and  confidence  without  courage : 
that  confidence  refts  upon  his  fu- 
perflition ;  he  buoys  himfelf  up 
with  it  againfl  all  the  dangers  that 
threaten  him,  and  yet  finks  upon 
every  frefh  alarm  ; 

f‘  Bring  me  no  more  reports ;  let  them 
fly  all : 

Till  Birnam  wood  remove  to  Dunfinane, 

I  cannot  taint  with  fearv  What’s  the 
boy  Malcolm  ? 

Was  he  not  born  of  woman  ?  Spirits 
that  know, 

All  mortal  conferences,  have  pro¬ 
nounced  it, 

'..'T'lb  1  '  i 


Fear  not>  Macbeth  !  No  man  that's  fan* 
of  ' woman 

Shall  e'er  have  power  upon  thee.'--- Fly 
falfe  Thanes, 

And  mingle  with  the  Englifh  Epicures! 

The  mind  I  fway  by,  and  the  heart  I 
bear, 

Shall  never  fagg  with  doubt,  nor  ihake 
with  fear!” 

His  faith  in  thefe  alTiirances  is  im¬ 
plicit  ;  he  really  is  perfuaded  that 
he  may  defy  the  forces  of  his  ene¬ 
mies,  and  the  treachery  of  his 
friends  :  but  immediately  after,  on¬ 
ly  on  feeing  a  man  who,  not  having 
the  fame  fupport,  is  frightened  at 
the  numbers  approaching  againffc 
them,  he  catches  his  appreheahon  § 
tells  him 

— Thofe  linen  cheeks  of  thine 

Are  counfeilors  to  fear  $ — . 

and  then,  though  nothing  had  hap¬ 
pened  to  impeach  the  credit  of  thofe 
affurances  on  which  he  relied,  he 
gives  way  to  the  depreffion  of  his 
fpirits,  and  defponds  in  the  midfl 
of  fecurity ; 

“  Take  thy  face  hence.— Seyton !  I’m 

fids  at  heart, 

When 
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When  I-  behold — Seyton !  I  fay,  this 
pulh 

Will  cheer  me  ever,  or  difeafe  me  now. 

I  have  lived  long  enough;  my  way  of 
life 

Is  fall’n  into  the  fear,  the  yellow  leaf.” 

*]&y  thefe  reflexions,  by  thofe  which 
follow'  on  his  uncomfortable  pro- 
fpecft  of  is Id" age,  and  by  thofe  which 
Be  afterwards  makes  on  the  vanity 
csf  life,  when  he  hears  that  Lady 
Macbeth  is  no  more,  he  appears  to 
Be  preparing  for  his  fate.  But  his 
fee  ruing  compofure  is  not  refigna- 
tion  ;  it  is  paffior*  Bill  ;  it  is  one  of 
the  irregularities  of  defpair,  which 
fometimes  overwhelms  him,  at  other 
times  darts  into  rage,  and  is  at  all 
times  intemperate  and  extravagant. 
The  refokuion  with  which  he  bore 
up  againft  the  defertion  of  the 
Thanes,  fails  him,  upon  meeting 
the  meflenaer  who  comes  to  tell 

O 

him  the  numbers  of  the  enemy  : 
when  he  receives  the  confirmation 
of  that  news,  his  dejedtion  turns 
into  fury,  and  he  declares, 

il  I’ll  fight,  till  from  my  bones  my  flefh 
is  hack’d” 

He  then  impetuoufly  gives  his  or¬ 
ders  to 

Send  out  more  horfes ;  fkirr  the  coun¬ 
try  round  ; 

Hang  thofe  that  talk  of  fear.”— 

He  repeats  them  afterwards  with 
impatience.  Though  the  enemy  is 
dill  at  ’  a  diflance,  he  calls  for  his 
armour ;  notwithflanding  Seyton’s 
remonftrance  that  it  is  not  needed  yet, 
he  perfilts  in  putting  it  on  ;  he  calls 
for  it  eagerly  afterwards ;  he  bids 
the  perfon  who  is  aliifting  him,  dif- 
fiatcb  ;  then  the  moment  it  is  on, 
he  pulls  it  off  again,  and  direds 
his  attendants  to  bring  it  after  him. 
In  the  midfl  of  all  this  violence  and 
hurry,  the  melancholy  which  preys 
upon  him  (hews  itielf,  by  the  fym- 
pathy  he  exprelies  fo  feelingly, 
when  the  difeafed  mind  of  Lady 
Macbeth  is  mentioned  3  and  yet 


neither  the  troubles  of  his  confciL 
ence,  nor  his  concern  for  her,,  can 
divert  his  attention  trom  the  dittrefs 
of  his  fltuation.  He  tells  her  phy- 
fician  that  the  Thanes  fiy  from  him  ; 
and  betrays  to  him,  whofe  afliftsnee 
he  could  not  want,  and  in  whom 
he  did  not  mean  to  place  any  parti¬ 
cular  confidence,  his  apprehen lions 
of  the  Englifb  forces.  After  he 
has  forbid  thofe  about  him  to  bring 
him  any  more  reports,  he  anxiouf- 
ly  enquires  for  news  ;  he  dreads  e- 
very  danger  which  he  fuppofes  he 
fcorns ;  at  lead  he  recurs  to  his  fu- 
perflition,  as  to  the  only  relief  from 
his  agony  ;  and  concludes  the  agi¬ 
tated  feene,  as  he  had  begun  it, 
with  declaring  that  he 

u 

u  — will  not  he  afraid  of  death  or  bane. 

Till  Birnam  foreft  come  to  Dunflnane.”’ 

At  his  next  appearance  he  gives  his 
orders,  and  conliders  his  iituation 
more  calmly  ;  but  dill  there  is  no 
fpirit  in  him.  If  he  is  for  a  fiiort 
time  fedate,  it  is  becaufe 

<l  — he  has  furfeited  with  horrors  ; 

Direnefs,  familiar  to  his  ilaughterous 
thoughts. 

Cannot  now  dart  him.” — 

He  appears  compofed,  only  becaufe 
he  is  become  almod  indifferent  to 
every  thing  :  he  is  hardly  affedted 
by  the  death  of  the  Queen,  whom 
he  tenderly  loved  :  he  checks  him¬ 
felf  for  wifliing  fhe  had  lived  long¬ 
er  ;  for  he  is  weary  himfelf  of  file, 
which  in  his  edimation  now 

“  Is  but  a  walking  fhadow ;  a  poor 
player, 

That  ilruts  and  frets  his  hour  upon  the 
ftage, 

And  then  is  heard  no  more  :  it  is  a  tale 

Told  by  an  ideot,  full  of  found  and 
fury, 

Signifying  nothing.”  — 

Aret  though  he  grows  more  carekfs 
about  his  fate,  he  cannot  reconcile 
himfelf  to  it ;  he  dill  flatters  him¬ 
felf  that  he  fliall  efcape,  even  alter 

he 
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he  has  found  the  equivocation  of  the 
fend.  When  Birnam  wood  appear¬ 
ed  to  come  towards  Duniinane,  he 
rrufls  to  the  other  alfurance ;  and 
believes  that  he 

44  gears  a  charmed  life,  which  muft 
not  yield 

<r 

To  one  of  woman  horn/'— — 

His  confidence  however,  begins  to 
fail  him;  he  raves  as  foon  as  he 
perceives  that  he  has  reafon  to 
doubt  of  the  promifes  which  had 
been  made  to  him,  and  fays, 

a  If  this  which  he  avouches  does  ap¬ 
pear, 

There  is  no  flying  hence,  nor  tarrying 
here, 

f  ’gin  to  he  a  weary  of  the  fun, 

And  wifli  she  flate  o’  th’  world  were 
now  undone,-—— 

Ring  the  alarum  bell : — Blow,  wind  ! 
come,  wrack  ! 

At  leait  we’ll  the  with  ham efs  on  our 

,  baclu.” 

But  fenfible,  at  laid,  that  he  is  dri¬ 
ven  to  extremity,  and  that 
*  * 

They’ve  tied  him  to  a  flake  ;  he  can¬ 
not  fly, 

But,  bear-like,  he  muft  fight  the  courfe/* 

he  fummons  all  his  fortitude  ;  and, 
agreeably  to  the  mnnlinefs  ot  cha¬ 
racter  to  which  he  had  always  form¬ 
ed  himfelf,  behaves  with  more  tem¬ 
per  and  fpirit  during  the  battle  than 
he  had  before.  He  is  fo  well  re¬ 
covered  from  the  diforder  he  had 
been  in,  that  the  natural  fenlibility 
of  his  difpofition  finds  even  in  the 
field  an  opportunity  to  work ;  where 
he  declines  to  fight  with  Macduff, 
not  from  fear,  but  from  a  confei- 
oufnefs  of  the  wrongs  he  had  done 
to  him  :  he  therefore  anfwers  his 
provoking  challenge,  only  by  fay- 
>,  fog 

‘£  Of  all  men  elfe  I  have  avoided  thee  : 

But  get  thee  back;  my  foul  is  too  much 
charg’d 

With  blood  of  thine  already.” 


and  then  patiently  endeavours  to 
perfuade  this  injured  adverfary  to 
defill  from  fo  unequal  a  combat; 
for  he  is  confident  that  it  mall  be 
fatal  to  Macduff,  and  therefore  tells 
him, 

. . - 1  Thou  lofeft  labour  ; 

As  eafy  mayeft  thou  the  intrenchant 
air 

With  thy  keen  fvvord  imprefs;  as  make 
me  bleed  : 

Let  fall  thy  blade  on  vulnerable  crefts; 

l  bear  a  charmed  life.”—-.- 

But  his  reliance  011  this  charm  Be¬ 
ing  taken  away  by  the  explanation 
given  by  Macduff,  and  every  hope 
now  failing  him,  though  he  wi flies 
not  to  fight,  yet  his  fenfie  of  ho¬ 
nour  being  touched  by  the  threat* 
to  be:  made  the  few  and  gaze  of  the 
time ,  and  ail  his  paffions  being  now 
loft  in  defpair.  his  habits  recur  to  go¬ 
vern  him  ;  he  di-fdams  the  thought 
of  difgrace,  and  dies  as  becomes  a 
ioldier.  His  laff  words  are 

I  will  not  yield, 

To  kifs  the  ground  before  young  Mal¬ 
colm’s  feet, 

And  to  be  baited  by  the  rabble’s  curfe. 

Tho’  Birnam  wood  be  come  to  Duiifi- 

nane, 

And  thou  oppos’d  being  of  no  woman 

born, 

Yet  will  I  try  the  laft  t  before  my  body 

I  throw  my  warlike  fhield :  lay  on, 
Macduff! 

And  damn’d  be  he  that  full:  cries  Hold., 
enough." 

If  this  behaviour  of  Macbeth 
required,  it  would  receive  illuftra- 
tion,  by  comparing  it  with  that  of 
Richard  in  circuinffances  not  very 
different.  When  he  is  to  fight  for 
his  crown  and  for  his  life,  he  pre¬ 
pares  for  the  cribs  with  the  mod: 
perfect  .evennefs  of  temper;  and 
rifts  as  the  danger  thickens,  into 
ardour,  without  once  flirting  out 
into  intemperance,  or  ever  finking 
into  dejedtion.  Though  he  is  fo 
far  from  being  fupported,  that  he 
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is  deprefled,  as  much  as  a  brave 
Spirit  can  be  deprefled,  by  fuperna* 
tural  means,  and  inflead  of  having 
a  fuperftitious  confidence,  he  is 
threatened  by  all  the  ghofts  of  all 
whom  he  has  murthered,  that  they 
will  Jit  heavy  on  his  foul  to-morrow, 
yet  he  foon  fhakes  off  the  impref- 
iion  they  had  made,  and  is  again 
as  gallant  as  ever.  Before  their 
appearance  he  feels  a  prefentiment 
of  his  fate ;  he  obferves  that  he 

“  has  not  that  alacrity  of  fpirit. 

Nor  cheer  of  mind,  that  he  was  wont  to 
have 

and  upon  fignifying  his  intention  of 
lying  in  Bofworth  field  that  night, 
the  reflexion  of  where  to-morrow  ? 
occurs  to  him ;  but  he  pufiies  it  a- 
lide  by  anfwering.  Well ,  alVs.one 
for  that :  and  he  ftruggles  again  ft 
the  lownefs  of  fpirits  which  he 
feels,  but  cannot  account  for,  by 
calling  for  a  bowl  of  wine,  and 
applying  t©  buflnefs.  Inftead  of 
giving  way  to  it  in  himfelf,  he  at¬ 
tends  to  every  fymptom  of  dejec¬ 
tion  in  others,  and  endeavours  to 
dilpel  them.  He  alks, 

“  My  lord  of.  Surry,  why  look  you  fo 

fad  r 

He  enquires, 

®s  Saw’ft  thou  the  melancholy  lord 
Northumberland  ?” 

and  is  fatisfied  upon  being  told,  that 
he  and  Surry  were  bufied  in  cheer¬ 
ing  up  the  foldiers .  He  adverts  to 
every  circumftance  which  can  dif- 
hearten  or  encourage  his  attend¬ 
ants  or  his  troops,  and  obferves 
upon  them  accordingly.  When  he 
perceives  the  gloominefs  of  the 
morning,  and  that  the  fun  might 
probably  not  be  feen  that  day,  his 
obfervation  is, 

,  «•  Not  fhineto  day?  why,  what  is  that 

to  me 


More  than  to  Richmond  ?  for  the  felf* 
fame  heaven,’ 

That  frowns  on  me,  looks  fadly  upon 
him.” 

He  takes  notice  of  the  fuperiority 
of  his  numbers,  he  points  out  the 
circumllance  that, 

— “  The  king’s  name  is  a  tower  of 
ftrength, 

Which  they  upon  the  adverfe  fadlion 
want.” 

He  reprefents  the  enemy  as  a  troop 
only  of  banditti ;  he  urges  the  in» 
experience  of  Richmond ;  and  he 
animates  his  foldiers  with  their 

(i  Ancierit  word  of  courage,  fair  St. 
George,” 

the  effedt  of  which  he  had  before 
intimated  to  the  Duke  of  Norfolk  % 
when,  having  explained  to  him  the 
difpolidon  he  intended,  he  alks  him, 

<c  This,  and  St.  George  to  bopt!  what 
think’ft  thou,  Norfolk?” 

He  deliberately,  and  after  having 
furrvey‘> d  the  ’vantage  of  the  ground , 
forms  that  difpofition  by  himfelf ; 
for  which  purpofe  he  calls  for  ink 
and  paper,  and  being  informed  that 
it  is  ready,  diredts  his  guard  to 
watch,  and  his  attendants  to  leave 
him ;  but,  before  he  retires,  he 
iflues  the  neceflary  orders.  They 
are  not,  like  thole  of  Macbeth, 
general  and  violent,  but  temperate 
and  particular ;  delivered  coolly, 
and  diftindtly  given  to  different  per- 
Ions.  To  the  Duke  of  Norfolk  he 
trulls  the  mounting  of  the  guard 
during  the  night,  and  bids  him  be 
ready  himfelf  early  in  the  morning. 
He  diredts  Catelby  to 

«  Send  out  a  purfuivant  at  arms 
To  Stanley’s  regiment ;  bid  him.  brin$fk- 
his  power 
Before  fun-rifing,” 

He  bids  his  menial  fervants  ' 

“  SadSl® 
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Saddle  white  Surry  for  the  field  to¬ 
morrow  ; 

Look  that  my  {laves  be  found,  and  not 
too  heavy.” 

And  inftead  of  haftily  putting;  on, 
and  as  haftily  pulling  off  his  ar¬ 
mour,  he  quietly  afks, 

**  What,  is  my  beaver  eafier  than  it 
was  ? 

And  all  my  armour  laid  into  my  tent  ?” 

'directing  them  to  come  about  mid» 
night  to  help  to  arm  him.  He  is 
attentive  to  every  circumftance  pre¬ 
paratory  to  the  battle  ;  and  pre¬ 
serves  throughout  a  calmnefs  and 
prefence  of  mind  which  denote  his 
intrepidity.  He  does  not  lofe  it 
upon  being  told,  that  the  foe  vaunts 
in  the  field  ;  but  recollecting  the 
orders  he  had  given  over  night, 
now  calls  for  the  execution  of  them, 
by  directing  Lord  Stanley  to  be  fent 
for,  and  his  own  horfe  to  be  capa- 
rifoned.  He  tells  the  Duke  of 
Norfolk,  who  is  next  in  command 
to  liimfelf,  the  difpofition  he  had 
formed  ;  and  every  thing  being  in 
readinefs,  he  then  makes  a  fpcech 
to  encourage  his  foldiers :  but  on 
hearing  the  enemy’s  drum,  he  con- 
:  eludes  with, 

“Fight,  gentlemen  of  England  !  fight, 
bold  yeomen ! 

Draw,  archers,  draw  your  arrows  to  the 
head  ! 

Spur  your  proud  horfes  hard,  and  ride 
in  blood ; 

Amaze  the  welkin  with  your  broken 
ftaves  !” 

But  even  in  this  Tally  of  ardour 
he  is  not  hurried  away  by  a  blind 
impetuofity,  but  {till  gives  orders 
and  ditlinguifhes  the  perfons  to 
f  whom  he  addreftes  them.  From 
i  this  moment  he  is  all  on  fire  ;  and 
1  pofleifed  entirely  with  the  great 
DbjeCts  around  him,  others  of  leffer 
:  note  are  below  his  attention,  Swel- 
•  dag  liimfelf  with  courage,  and 
l  nfpiring  his  troops  with  confidence 


of  victory,  he  rufhes  on  the  enemy. 
It  is  not  a  formed  fenfe  of  honour, 
nor  a  cold  fear  of  difgrace,  which 
impels  him  to  fight ;  but  a  natural 
high  fpirit,  and  bravery  exulting 
in  danger  :  and  being  ienfible  that 
the  competition  is  only  perfonal 
between  him  and  -  .Richmond,  he 
direCis  all  his  efforts  to  the  de¬ 
ft  ruct  ion  of  his  rival ;  endeavours 
himfeif;  to  fingle  him  out,  and 
fe eking  him  in  the  throat  of  death ,  he 
fets  his  oven  life  upon  the  caf .  Five 
times  foiled  in  his  aim,  unhorfed, 
and  furrounded  with  foes,  he  ftili 
perfifts  to  fund  the  hazard  of  the  die  ; 
and  having  enacted  more  - wonders  tha?i 
a  man ,  lofes  his  life  in  an  attempt 
To  worthy  of  himfeif. 

“  Thus,  from  the  beginning  of 
their  hiftory  to  their  iaft  momentSj, 
are  the  characters  of  Macbeth  and 
Richard  preferved  entire  and  dif- 
tinCt :  and  though  probably  Shake- 
fpeare,  when  he  was  drawing  the 
one,  had  no  attention  to  the  other; 
yet,  as  he  conceived  them  to  be 
widely  different,  exprefted  his  con¬ 
ceptions  exaCUy,  and  copied  both 
from  nature,  they  neceffarily  be¬ 
came  contracts  to  each  other  ;  and, 
by  feeing  them  together,  that 
contrail  is  more  apparent,  efpeci- 
ally  where  the  companion  is  not 
between  oppofite  qualities,  but 
arifes  from  the  different  degrees, 
or  from  a  particular  difplay,  or 
total  omilfion,  of  the  fame  quality. 
I  his  laft  mu  ft  often  happen,  as  the 
character  of  Macbeth  is  much  more 
complicated  than  that  of  Richard  • 
and,  therefore,  when  they,  are  fet 
in  opposition,  the  judgment  of  the 
poet  {hews  itfelf  as  much  in  what 
he  has  left  out  of  the  latter,  .as  in 
what  he  has  inferted.  The  pic¬ 
ture  of  Macbeth  is  glfo,  for  the 
lame  reafon,  much  the  more  highly 
finifhed  of  the  two  for  it  required 
a  greater  variety,  and  a  greater 

delicacy 
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delicacy  of  painting,  to  exprefs  and 
to  blend  with  coniiftency  all  the  fe¬ 
deral  properties  which  are  afcribed 
to  him.  That  of  Richard  is  mark¬ 
ed  by  more  carelefs  flrokes,  but 
they  are,  notwithitanding,  perfe&ly 
juft.  Much  bad  compolition  may 
indeed  be  found  in  the  part ;  it  is 
a  fault  from  which  the  belt  of 
Shakefpeare's  plays  are  not  exempt, 
and  with  which  this  play  particular 
abounds  ;  and  the  tafte  of  the  age 
in  which  he  wrote*  though  it  may 
afford  lbrne  excufe,  yet  cannot 
entirely  vindicate  the  exceptionable 


paffages.  After  every  reafonable 
allowance,  they  muff  Hill  remain 
blemifhes  ever  to  be  lamented ;  but 
happily,  for  the  moil  part,  they 
only  obfeure,  they  do  not  disfigure 
his  draughts  from  nature.  Through 
whole  fpeeches  and  feenes,  cha¬ 
racter  is  often  wanting  ;  but  in  the 
worft  inftances  of  this  kind,  Shake- 
fpeare  is  but  infipid ;  he  is  not 
inconlifient,  and  in  his  peculiar 
excellence  of  drawing  charadfers, 
though  he  often  negleCts  to  exert  his 
talents,  he  is  very  rarely  guilty  of 
perverting  them.” 


Of  LOGIC,  or  the  ART  of  REASONING. 

[From  Sylva,  or  the  Wood;  being  a  Collection  of  Anecdotes, 

Dilfettations,  &c.  ] 


€t  T“  OGIC,  or  (as  it  may  truly 
1  j  be  called)  the  art  of  dif- 
puting  fophiftically,  makes  a  conli- 
iderable  part  of  our  academical 
education  :  yet  Gaffendus,  who 
was  a  very  great  reafoner ,  has  at¬ 
tempted  to  prove,  that  it  is,  in 
truth,  neither  neceffary  nor  ufeful. 
He  thinks,  that  reafon,  or  innate 
force  and  energy  of  unde rff  an  ding, 
is  fufficient  of  itfelf ;  that  its  own 
natural  movements,  without  any 
difcipline  from  art ,  are  equal  to 
the  inveftigation  and  fettling  of 
truth  ;  that  it  no  more  wants  the 
afiiftance  of  Logic  to  conduit  to 
this,  than  the  eye  wants  a  lanthorn 
to  enable  it  to  fee  the  fun  :  and, 
however  he  might  admit  as  curious, 
he  would  doubtlefs  have  rejected 
as  ufelefs,  all  fuch  productions,  as 
Quillet’s  Calliptvdia,  Thevenot  on 
the  Art  of  Swimming,  or  Borelli 
de  Mot u  Anlmalium  ;  upon  the 
firmed  perfuafion  that  the  innate 
fpree  and  energy  of  nature,  when 
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inflindt  honeftly  does  her  heft,  is 
fure  to  attain  thofe  feveral  objects, 
without  any  didactic  rules  or  pre¬ 
cepts. 

u  If  Logic  therefore  be  not  ne- 
celfary,  it  is  probably  of  no  great 
ufe  :  and  indeed  it  has  been  deem¬ 
ed  not  only  an  impertinent  but  a 
pernicious  fcience.  “  Logic,”  fays 
Lord  Bacon,  “  is  ufually  taught 
too  early  in  life.  That  minds, 
raw  and  unfurnifhed  with  matter, 
fhould  begin  their  cultivation  from 

tO  e  # 

fuch  a  fcience,  is  juft  like  learning 
to  weigh  or  meafure  the  wind. 
Hence,  what  in  young  men  fhould 
be  manly  reafoning,  often  degene¬ 
rates  into  ridiculous  affectations  and 
childifh  fophiftry.”  Certainly, 
where  materials  are  wanting,  the 
difpute  muff  turn  altogether  upon 
words  ;  and  the  whole  will  be 
conduced  with  the  Height  and  le¬ 
gerdemain  of  fophiftry. 

44  Many  appearances  may  tempt 
one  to  fufpect,  that  the  under- 
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landing,  difciplined  with  Logic, 
s  not  fo  competent  for  the  invefli- 
Ration  of  truth,  as  if  left  to  its 
natural  operations. 

44  A  man  of  wit,”  fays  Bayle, 
4  who  applies  himfelf  long  and 
lofely  to  logic,  feldom  mils  of 
•ecoming  a  caviller  ;  and  by  his 
aphiftical  fubtleties  perplexes  and 
ml) roils  the  very  thefes  he  hath 
efended.  He  cliufes  to  deilroy 
is  own  works  rasher  than  forbear 
ifputing  j  and  he  harts  inch  ob- 
jftions  again  ft  his  owft  opinions, 
nat  his  whole  art  cannot  folve 
lefn.  Such  is  the  fate  of  thole 
'ho  apply  themfelves  too  much  to 
te  fubtleties  of  dialectics.”  This 
the  opinion  of  Bayle,  who  pro- 
ably  knew  from  feeling  and  ex¬ 
perience  the  truth  of  what  he  faid  ; 
»r  he  was  as  very  great  logician, 

|i  well  as  a  very  great  fceptic. 

66  Our  memorable  Chillingworth 
another  inftance  to  prove,  that 
gic,  in  lie  ad  of  affiiling,  may 
pffibly  obftruft  and  hurt  the  un- 
trftanding.  Chillingworth,  fays 
ord  Clarendon,  who  knew  him 
ell,  44  was  a  man  of  great  fubtlety 


of  underflanding,  and  had  fpent 
all  his  younger  time  in  deputa¬ 
tion  ;  of  which  he  arrived  to  fo 
great  a  mafterv,  as  not  to  be  infe- 
rior  to  any  man,  in  thofe  fkir- 
mi  flies  :  but  be  had,  with  his  not¬ 
able  perleftion  in  this  exercife, 
c on t rafted  fuch  an  irrefolution  and 
habit  of  doubting,  that  by  degrees 
he  grew  confident  in  nothing,  and 
a  fceptic  at  lead  in  the  greateft 
myfieries  of  faith.  All  his  doubts 
grew  out  of  himfelf,  when  he 
alfifted  hisfcruples  with  the  ftrength. 
of  his  own  reafon,  and  was  then 
too  hard  for  himfelf.” 

44  To  conclude— -What  was  the 
meaning  of  that  ikifture  upon 
Seneca,  Verhorum  minutiis  rerum 
frangit  pondera  which,  according 
to  lord  Bacon,  may  thus  be  ap¬ 
plied  to  the  fchoolmen,  Quajlionum 
minutiis  fcientiar  inn f 'ran gunt  folidita - 
temf  Why,  that  by  their  Utigiofa. 
fubtilitas ,  as  he  calls  it,  by  their 
logical  refinements  and  diftinftions, 
they  had  chopped  truth  fo  down  into 
mince-meat,  as  to  leave  it  not  only 
without  proportion  or  form,  but 
almoit  without  fubflance.” 


ADVANTAGES  attending  QUOTATION  S. 

[From  the  fame  Work.] 


IN  quotations,  as  in  all  other 
things,  men  have  run  into 
tremes.  Some  writers  have  quot- 
nioff  abundantly,  in  order  (as 
)uld  feem)  to  make  an  of  entation 
learning  ;  with  one  of  whom 
Mothe  le  Vayer,  though  him- ' 
f  a  great  quoter,  appears  to  have 
:n  much  fatigued  :  46  God  grant 
it,”  cries  he,  44  to  become  lei's 
frned,”— — Dieu  <vous  fajje  la  grace 
decve?iir  mo  ins  f^avant.  Others 
[786® 


have  fcarcely  quoted  at  all,  as 
Locke  and  Hoadley,  with  fome  of 
an  inferior  kind,  who  perhaps  have 
hence  affefted  to  pals  for  original 
writers,  that  needed  no  extraneous 
helps ;  and  indeed,  in  books  of 
mere  reafoning,  all  quotation  to 
many  may  feem  impertinent. 

41  La  Bruyere  has  animadverted 
tipon  the  former  extreme  :  he  com¬ 
plains  of  books  being  crowded  fo 
with  quotations,  as  to  be  hardly 
F  any 
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any  thing  elfe  ;  of  citing  Ovid  and 
Tibullus  at  the  bar,  Horace  and 
Lucretius  in  the  pulpit  :  where, 
fays,  he,  44  Latin  and  fometimes 
Greek  are  the  languages  choien  to 
entertain  the  women  and  church¬ 
wardens  with.’5  And  doubtlffs, 
nothing  can  be  more  abfurd  and 
ridiculous  than  this ;  by  this  an 
author’s  fenie^  if  peradventure  he 
had  any,  is  a  lino  ft  fuppreiied  and 
(mothered  under  his  learning  ; 
and,  as  O  via  faid  of  a  girl  overload¬ 
ed  with  drefs  and  ornament,  he  is 
fo  garnifhed  out  with  foreign  ma- 

O  m  c-» 

terials,  as  to  be,  in  truth,  the  lead: 
pan  of  hitnfelf.  Mean  while,  as 
Bayle  ohferves  upon  Bruyero,  44  it 
is  to  be  feared,  that  the  very  oppo- 
fite  cuftom  of  not  citing  at  all, 
into  which  we  are  fallen*  will  make 
learning  too  much  defpifed,  as  a 
piece  of  furniture  entirely  ufelefs.” 
And  he  has  elfewhere  mentioned, 
as  one  principal  caufe  of  neglebt 
in  the  budy  of  the  Belles  Lettres, 
that  a  great  many  wits,  real  or  pre¬ 
tended,  have,  with  an  air  of  difdain, 
run  down  the  cuftom  of  citing 
Greek  authors,  and  making  learned 
remarks,  as  fo  much  pedantry,  and 
Ht  only  for  a  college. 

44  It  is  however  certain,  that 
many  pleadng  as  well  as  ufeful 
purpofes  may  be  ferved  by  quota¬ 
tions,  judicioufly  made  and  aptly 
applied.  It  is  pleading  to  know, 
while  contemplating  any  fubjedt, 
what  other  writers,  men  of  name 
and  abilities,  have  thought  and 
faid  upon  it :  and  then  the  variety, 
which  the  frequent  introduction 
of  new  perfonages  (as  I  may  call 
them)  creates,  will  greatly  con¬ 
tribute  to  enliven  attention,  and 
thereby  keep  off  wearinefs  and  dif- 
guit.  With  the  Greek  and  Latin 
authors  the  claffical  reader  is  al¬ 
ways  entertained:  44  Mr.  Clarke’s 
book  of  coins  is  much  above  my 


my  pitch,”  faid  the  learned  Marie - 
land  to  his  friends  ;  44  but  I  read 
it  with  pleafure  as  his,  and  becauje 
of  the  quotations  from  the  ancients , 
which  are  numerous.” 

u  Blit  quotation  is  ufeful,  as 
well  as  pleating,  to  confirm  and 
illu (Irate  the  fentiments  of  a  writer ; 
and  elpecially  in  works  like  this  of 
ours :  where  the  great  objebt  is, 
not  fo  much  to  teach  men  things  of 
which  they  are  ignorant,  by  .def- 
canting  in  detail  and  at  large,  as  to 
remind  them  of  what,  they  know  ,* 
not  fo  much  to  make  men  read ,  to 
borrow  Montefquieu’s  expreffion, 
as  to  make  them  think .  For  this,  the 
citing  of  authorities,  and  dealing  in 
perfonal  anecdotes  and  apophthegms, 
feem  perfectly  well  caculated  :  for, 
however  it  be,  men  frequently 
paufe  and  dwell  upon  names ,  who 
would  haitily  and  inadvertently 
fkim  over  things .  Nay,  let  the 
reaioning  be  ever  fo  clofe  and 
found,  it  fhall  often  pafs  for  little 
more  than  declamation  ;  while  the 
name  of  fome  admired  author,  efpe« 
cially  if  he  be  dead,  fhall  arreft  the 
imagination,  and  make  all  the 
impreflion  which  is  neceffary  to 
produce  conviction. 

44  Again,  the  practice  of  quoting 
from  other  writers,  and  efpecially 
from  the  Greek  and  Roman  authors 
of  antiquity,  is  ufeful,  in  as  much 
(as  above  hinted)  it  muff  give  fome 
countenance  and  fandtion  even  to 
letters  themfelves  :  letters  !  neglect¬ 
ed,  declining  letters  !  and  with,  them 
declining  all  that  is  wile,  and 
excellent,  and  beautiful,  and  }*o- 
lifhed.  How  would  an  aflonifhed 
macaroni  dare,  to  be  allured,,  that 
the  civilization  of  kingdoms  is 
founded  upon  letters  ;  and  that,  m 
proportion  as  thefe  are  cultivated, 
fo  is  nearly  the  progrefs  of  mankind 
from  their  molt  rude  and  fay  age 
ilate,  up  to  that  perfection  of  ele* 
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gance  and  refinement,  which  beam- 
eth  forth  from  his  all-finiflied  and 
refulgent  perfon  !  I  fpeak  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  gentleman’s  own  idea  of 
himfelf. 

44  Laftly,  were  the  pradHee  of 
quoting  once  received  and  eliablifh- 
ed,  this  great  advantage  would 
farther  accrue  to  letters,  viz.  That 
it  would  reduce  the  hulk  of  fcrib- 
biers,  with  which  they  are  cl i {graced. 
Nothing  is  more  common  in  thefe 
days,  than  for  men  to  begin  to 
write,  and  affebt  to  be  authors,  not 
only  before  they  underhand  Greek 
and  Latin,  but  before  they  have 
any  real  or  accurate  knowledge  of 
Engiifh.  It  is  enough  for  them, 
if  they  can  fpell  with  tolerable 
exafmefs  :  for  this  accomplifhment 
joh^d  with  Inch  materials  as  Maga¬ 
zines,  Reviews  and  other  public 
prints  fuppiy,  is  ufually  the  dock 
in  trade  with  which  authors  now, 
as  well  as  critics,  fet  up,  Iri  fhort, 
writing1  is  become  a  mere  manual 
operation ;  and  books  are  made 
every  day  by  men  without  genius, 
without  letters,  who  are  but  barely 
fufficient  to  tranfenbe,  at  the  mofc 
to  compile.  Upon  which  account 
it  might  well  be  wifiied,  that  every 
one  who  prefumes  to  write,  efpe- 
cially  upon  matters  of  religion  and 
government  (for  in  romance  and 
moral  painting  it  is  not  neceilary), 
fhould  be  obliged  to  fupport  his 


meaning,  once  at  lead  with  fome 
Greek,  and  once  with  fome  Latin, 
citation  ;  and  fhould  produce  at 
the  fame  time  a  true  and  well  au¬ 
thenticated  teftimonial,  that  thefe 
citations  were  not  furnifhed  by 
another,  but  bona  fide  his  own  aft 
and  deed.  A  ted;  of  this  fort  would 
give  a  mighty  check  to  fcribbling  ; 
and  fave  reams  of  paper,  which 
are  every  moment  going  to  perifli — ■ 
per  it  lira?  par  cere  char  tec. 

Upon  the  whole,  therefore, 
let  us  not  condemn,  and  affedtedly 
avoid,  the  citation  of  authors  ; 
falfely  delicate,  falfely  faftidious. 
Let  us  recollect,  that  the  greated 
and  moll  refpedtable  writers  have 
done  this  :  that  Cicero ,  Plutarch , 
Seneca ,  Bacon ,  Montaigne ,  and  Mon~ 
tefijuieu,  left  nothing  unborrowed 
from  others,  which  might  ferve  to 
embellifh  their  own  writings  ;  and 
that  the  things  thus  borrowed  may, 
it  (kill  Lilly  applied,  have  not  only 
all  the  energy  of  their  old  lit  nation, 
but  all  the  graces  of  invention  in 
their  new  one.  And  why  (bourn 
they  not  ?  there  being  no  lefs  wit  in 
jufily  applying  the  thought  of  another , 
than  in  being  the  firji  author  of  that 
thought .  At  lead,  fo  fays  Mr. 
Bayle whom  I  have  quoted  the 
more  freely  upon  this  topic,  be- 
caufe  he  was  a  very  great  wit,  a3 
well  as  a  very  great  fcholar.” 
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\  Certain  writer,  apologizing 
Xx  f°r  tEe  irregularities  of 
great  genii,  delivers  himfelf  thus  : 
i£  The  gifts  of  imagination  bring 
the  heavied  talk  upon  the  vigilance 
of  reafon  ;  and  to  bear  thofe  facul¬ 
ties  with  unerring  rectitude  or 


invariable  propriety,  requires  a 
degree  of  firmnefs  and  of  cool  atten¬ 
tion,  which  doth  not  always  attend 
the  higher  gifts  of  the  mind.  Yet, 
difficult  as  nature  herfelf  fee  ms 
to  have  reduced  the  talk  of  regu¬ 
larity  to  genius,  it  is  the  fupreme 
F  2  con- 
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corifolation  of  dulnefs  to  feize  upon 
thole  excelfes,  which  are  the  over¬ 
flowings  of  faculties  they  never 
enjoyed.- — Are  not  the  gifts  of 
imagination  here  midaken  for  the 
ffrength  of  paffions  ?  Doubt’ els,, 
where  ftrong  paffions  accompany 
great  parts,  as  perhaps  they  often 
do,  there  imagination  may  increafe 
their  force  and  adtivity  :  but  where 
paffions  are  calm  and  gentle,  ima¬ 
gination  of  itfelf  flioutd  feem  to 
have  no  conflidt  but  fpeculativeiy 
with  reafon.  There  indeed  it 
wages  an  eternal  war  ;  and,  if  not 
controuled  and  llridlly  regulated, 
will  carry  the  patient' into  endlefs 
extravagancies.  I  ufe  with  pro¬ 
priety  the  term  patient  ;  bee  a  ufe 
men,  under  the  influence  of  ima¬ 
gination,  are  moil  truly  diftemper- 
ed.  The  degree  of  this  didemper 
will  be  in  proportion  to  the  pre¬ 
valence  of  imagination  over  reafon, 
and,  according  to  this  proportion, 
amount  to  more  or  lefs  of  the 
whim  heal  ;  but  when  reafon  Rail 
become  as  it  were  extin  A,  and 
imagination  govern  alone,  then  the 
didemper  will  be  madnefs  under 
the  wildeft  and  moil  fantaftic  modes. 
Thus  one  of  thefe  invalids,  per¬ 
haps,  {hall  be  all  borrow  for  hav¬ 
ing  been  moil  unjudly  deprived 
of  the  crown  ;  though  his  vocation, 
poor  man  !  be  that  of  a  fchool- 
majder.  .Another  is  all  joy,  like 
Horace’s  madman  ;  and  it  may 
leem  even  cruelty  to  cure  him. 
A  third  all  fear  ;  and  dares  not 
make  water,  left  he  fhould  caui'e  a 
deluge. 

u  The  operations  and  caprices 
of  imagination  are  various  and  end¬ 
lefs  ;  and,  as  they  cannot  be  reduc¬ 
ed  to  regularity  or  fyftem,  fo  it  is 
highly  improbable  that  any  certain 
method  of  cure  fhould  ever  be  found 
out  for  them.  It  hath  generally 
been  thought,  that  matter  of  fadt 


might  mod  fuccefsfully  be  oppofed 
to  the  deletions  of  imagination,  as 
being  proof  to  the  fenfes,  and  car¬ 
rying  convidfion  unavoidably  to  the 
uncjerfhmd'ing  :  but  I  fufpedl,  that 
the  underlhanding,  or  reafoning  fa¬ 
culty,  hath  little  to  do  in  all  thefe 
cafes  :  at  lead  fo  it  fhould  feem  from 
the  two  following,  which  are  very 
remarkable,  and  well  atteded. 

“  Fienus,  in  his  curious  Title 
book  De  Viribus  Imaginations s9  re¬ 
cords  from  Doriatus  the  cafe  of  a 
man,  who  fancied  his  body  increaied 
to  fuch  a  iize,  that  he  durd  not  at¬ 
tempt  to  pafs  through,  the  door  of 
his  chamber.  The  phydeian,  be¬ 
lieving  that  nothing  could  more  ef¬ 
fectually  cure  this  error  of  imagi¬ 
nation  than  to  flievv  that  the  thing 
could  adfuallv  be  done,  cabled  the 
patient  to  be  thrud  forcibly  through 
it :  who,  ftruck  with  horror,  and 
falling  fuddenly  into  agonies,  com¬ 
plained  of  being  c ruined  to  pieces, 
and  expired  foon  after. — Reafon, 
certainly,  was  not  concerned  here. 

u  The  other  cafe,  as  related  by 
Van  Swieten,  in  his  Commentaries 
upon  Boerhaave,  is  that  of  a  learn¬ 
ed  manr  who  had  if  tidied"  till  he 
fancied  his  legs  to  be  of  glafs  ;  in 
confequence  of  which  he  durd  not 
attempt  to  dir,  but  was  condantly 
under  anxiety  about  them.  His 
maid,  bringing  fome  wood  to  the 
lire,  threw  it  carelefsly  down  ;  and 
was  feverely  reprimanded  by  her 
mader,  who  was  terrified  not  a  lit¬ 
tle  for  his  legs  of  glafs.  The  fur- 
ly  wench,  out  of  all  patience  with 
his  megrims,  as  die  called  them, 
gave  him  a  blow  with  a  log  up©n 
the  parts  affedled  :  which  fo  enrag¬ 
ed  him,  that  he  indantly  role  up, 
and  from  that  moment  recovered 
the  u;e  of  his  legs. — Was  reafon 
concerned  any  more  here  ?  or,  was 
it  not  rather  one  blind  impulfe  aid¬ 
ing  againft  another  ?” 
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[From  an  Essay  on  his  Life,  Character,  and  Writings.}. 


44  jl  R  Tyers  fays  of  Dr.  John- 
V  §  ion,  that  he  was  fitted  bv 
nature  for  a  critic. ”  1  hat  he  had 

g! eat  powers  of  difcrimination,  and 
often  difp’ayed  great  critical  abili¬ 
ties,  mult  be  acknowledged :  but 
it  is  at  the  fame  time  true,  that  his 
mficifms  were  very  far  from  being 
always  juft.  It  may,  perhaps,  be 
doubted,  whether  his  various  per- 
lonal  and  fy  Remade  a  1  prejudices 
did  hot,  in  a  coniiderable  degree, 
fifqu  ilify  him,  at  lead:  in  many  in- 
Hnc^  for  properly  difcharging 
i :he  office  of  a  judicious  and  impar- 


:ial  critic.  His  decihons  feem  to 
Dave  been  received  with  too  impli¬ 
cit  a  reverence  bv  bis  friends  and 

J 

admirers.  Whatever  the  concep¬ 
tions  of  [olififon  were,  he  could 


rxprefs  them  with  acutenefs  and 
vith  vigour  :  and  his  eriticifms 
vere  often  rendered  important,  not 
:>y  the  jufthefs  of  the  remarks 
vhich  they  contained,  but  by  the 
Length  of  the  language  in  which 
hey  were  delivered.  In  his  Lives 
;  >f  the  Poets,  he  has  not  done  juT- 
ice  to  the  productions  of  Ham¬ 
mond,  Gay,  or  Akenfide  ;  and  his 
.  ude  and  arrogant  criiicifms  on  the 


.1 
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ublime  odes  of  Gray,  can  be  per¬ 
iled  by  a  reader  of  true  poetical 
;afe  only  with  difgulr.  IN  or  do 
ohnfon’s  remarks  on  Milton’s  Ly- 
idas  do  any  honour  to  his  critical 
Abilities.  Few  men  of  real  tafie 
iiave  been  infenfible  of  its  beauties ; 
nd  Dr.  Jofeph  Warton  obferves, 
hat  as  44  Addifon  favs,  that  he 
kho  delires  to  know  whether  he 
as  a  true  taAe  for  hiflory  or  not, 
lo.uld  conlider  wdicther  he  is  plcaf- 
d  with  Livy’s  manner  of  telling  a 


Rory  ;  fo,  perhaps  it  may  be  faid, 
that  he  who  wifb.es  to  know  whe¬ 
ther  he  has  a  true  tafie  for  poetry 
or  not,  fnould  conlider,  whether 
he  is  highly  delighted  or  not  with 
the  perufal  of  Miltoirs  Lycidas.” 
But  Dr,  Johnfon  is  of  fo  different 
an  opinion,  that,  after  a  variety  of 
ill-grounded  llridfures  on  this  piece, 
he  fays,  44  Surely  no  man  could 
have  fancied  that  he  read  Lycidas 
with  pleafure  had  he  not  known  its 
author. 

44  He  appears  tq  have  had  a  ve- 
rv  unreafonable  and  ill-founded  a- 
verlion  to  blank  verfe,  and  a  great 
difiike  to  paRoral  poetry.  He  had, 
indeed,  little  talfe  for  rural  feenes  : 
and  when  he  travelled  through 
France  with  Mr.  Thrale,  would 
not  even  look  out  of  the  windows 
of  the  carriage,  to  view  the  lace  of 
the  country  ;  and  feemed  to  think 
the  moft  pleafing  profpeffs  unwor¬ 
thy  of  his  attention.  Such  a  man, 

«■  ' 

therefore,  could  not  be  expebted  to 
have  a  very  high  relifh  tor  thole 
poetical  compHitions,  in  which  the 
beauties  of  nature  are  deferibed  ; 
nor  could  it  reafonably  be  expebied 
that  of  iuch  compoiitions  he  would 
be  a  judicious  and  impartial  critic. 

44  His  life  of  Dr,  Watts  Is 
written  with  great  candour;  and, 
perhaps,  he  might  be  the  more  in¬ 
clined  to  do  jutlice  to  that  ingeni¬ 
ous  divine,  though  a  Di  Renter,  not 
only  from  refpedt  for  his  piety,  but 
alfo  from  fome  grateful  remem- 
brance  of  the  abidance  which  he 
had  received  from  his  works,  in  the 
compilation  of  hts  Dibtionary.  He 
has  many  quotations  from  Wafts; 
and  has”  incorporated  into  his  Die- 
F  3  denary 


[86]  Estimate  of  Dr.  JOHNSON’s  CRITICAL  ABILITIES. 


tionary  not  a  few  of  the  diflnitions 
which  occur  in  the  Logic  of  that: 
writer.  Mr.  Courtenay,  in  the 
notes  to  his  44  Poetical  Review  of 
the  literary  and  moral  Character  of 
Dr.  Johnfon,”  has  given  eight  lines 
from  Watts’s  poems  as  a  fuffieient 
fpecimen  to  enable  the  reader  to 
judder  of  his  poetical  merit.  But 
fu.rely  to  ft  left  a  few  of  the  wor.il 
lines  of  an  author,  who  wrote  fo 
much  as  Dr.  Watts  did,  is  not  a 
very  candid  method  of  eilimating 
his  merit.  If  Mr.  Courtenay,  in- 
fi.ead  of  the  lines  which  he  has  fe- 
lefi'ed,  had  given  Dr,  Watts’s  Ode 
to  Lady  Sunderland,  its  elegance 
and  beauty  would  have  been  ac¬ 
knowledged  by  every  reader  of 

44  The  Life  of  Dr.  Young, 
which  is  inferted  among  Dr.  John- 
fon’s  biographical  Prefaces,  but  of 
which  he  was  avowedly,  not  the 
author,  is  not  favourably  written. 
There  is  in  it  much  zeal  for  the 
honour  of  Dr.  Young’s  fon,  who 
appears,  indeed,  to  have  been  in- 
jiiiioufly  treated  ;  but  too  little  re¬ 
gard  for  the  honour  of  the  father. 
Young  had  great  weaknefies ;  but 
he  had  alfo  confiderable  virtues,  and 
great  literary  merit.  In  the  life, 
however,  which  is  given  of  him 
in  this  collection,  his  foibles  are 
much  more  labor  ion  fly  cY  played 
than  his  excellencies ;  and  if  the 
fon  of  Dr.  Young  be  as  dutiful  as 
he  is  reprefeated,  which  I  am  will- 
ling  to  believe,  he  cannot  be  much 
pleated  at  the  account  which  is  giv¬ 
en  of  his  father  in  the  Lives  of  the 
Poets.  Young  is,  indeed,  juilly 
cenfured  for  the  many  infrinces 
of  adulation  which  occur  in  bis 
writings  ;  and  his  anxiety  for  pre¬ 
ferment  was  unworthy  of  his  cha¬ 
racter.  But,  in  other  refpcCls,  he 
is  treated  with  too  much  leverity  * 


and  his  great  work,  the  Night 
Thoughts ,  furely  deferved  to  be  fpo- ~ 
ken  of  in  better  terms  than  thofe 
of  44  the  mournful,  angry,  gloomy 
Night  Thoughts .”  In  jultke  to  the 
writer  of  the  life  of  Young,  it 
fhould,  however,  be  obferved,  that 
in  other  places  he  Riles  the  Night 
Thoughts  46  extraordinary  poems,” 
and  44  ornaments  to  our  language 
and  that  in  fome  paits  of  t  is  life 
the  feyle  and  manner  of  Johnfon  are 
very  happily  imitated, 

44  The  principal  fault  of  Johnfon, 
as  a  biographical  writer,  fee-ms  to 
have  been,  too  great  a  propenfity 
to  introduce  injurious  reflections  a- 
gainft  men  of  refpechtbie  character, 
and  to  flate  faffs  unfavourable  to 
their  memory,  on  flight  and  infuf- 
ficient  grounds  Biographical  writ¬ 
ers  in  general,  are  charged  with  the 
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contrary  fault,  too  great  a  partiali¬ 
ty  in  favour  of  the  perfons  whole 
lives  they  undertake  to  relate.  Im¬ 
partiality  fhould  certainly  be  aim¬ 
ed  at ;  and  the  truth,  fhould  be  giv¬ 
en,  when  it  can  be  obtained.  But 
truth,  at  leu  ft  the  whole  truth,  is 
often  not  attains!  leg  and,  in  doubt¬ 
ful  cafes,  candour  and  equity  feem 
to  d  iff  ate  that  it  is  beft  to  err  on 
the  favourable  fide.  No  benefit  can 
be  derived  to  the  interelfs  either  of 
virtue,  or  of  learning,  by  injuri¬ 
ous  reprefeBtations  of  men  eminent 
for  genius  and  literature,” 

o 

44  Not  with  (landing  the  errors, 
and  miian.ces  of  partiality  and 
mi fr epr e L n t at io n ,  which  occafi’on* 
ally  occur  in  the  Lives  of  the  Po-» 
ets,  they  contain  fo  many  accurate 
and  juft  obfervations  on  human  na¬ 
ture,  fuch  original  and  curious  re¬ 
marks  on  various  literary  lubjeffs, 
and  abound  with  fo  many  beauiies. 
of  ftyle,  that  they  cannot  be  per- 
ufed  by  any  reader  of  tafle  without 
a  great  degree  of  plcafure.  Be* 

fi ties' 
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fides  their  general  merit  as  compo- 
iltions,  they  alfo  contain  many  par¬ 
ticular  paffages  of  diftinguUhed  ex¬ 
cellence,  The  character  of  Gilbert 
Walmiley,  in  the  life  of  Edmund 
Smith,  is  finely  drawn  ;  the  account 
in  the  life  of  Addifon,  of  the  rile 
and  prog  refs  of  the  Tatler,  Spec¬ 
tator.  and  Guardian,  and  of  the 

p  7 

effects  produced  by  thole  admirable 
effays  on  the  manners  of  the  nation, 
is  juft  and  curious ;  and  there  are 
many  excellent  obfer rations  on  the 
modes  cv.~  ftudy,  and  on  literary 
compofirion. 

44  His  Review  of  Dr,  Blackwell’s 
Memoirs  of  the  court  of  Auguftus, 
which  is  printed  in  Davies’s  collec¬ 
tion,  is  written  with  great  afperity. 
Blackwell’s'  ftyle  was  indeed,  in 
fomerefpedls,  liable  to  juft  excep¬ 
tions  :  but  it  feems  fufficiently  evi- 
dent,  that  the  high  fentiments  of 
liberty,  which  are  displayed  in 
Blackwell’s  book,  was  a  principal 
caufe  of  the  extreme  feverity  with 
which  Dr.  johnfon  treated  him. 
The  Differtation  on  the  Epitaphs 
of  Pope,  contains  many  juft  observa¬ 
tions  :  but  few  competitions  of  this 
kmd  will  (land  the  teft  of  fo  rivor- 
ous  a  mode  of  criticifm, 

44  He  could  not  endure  even  a 
tolerable  decree  of  moderation  in  a 

o 

writer,  when  political  characters 
or  topics  were  the  fubjedt  of  dif- 
cullion.  He  fpoke  of  Mr.  Granger 
in  abulive  terms  to  Mr.  Bofv/ell,  as 
being  a  Whig  ;  though  the  fadt  was, 
that  if  Mr.  Granger  had  any  poli¬ 
tical  prejudices,  they  were  rather 
on  the  Tory  lide.  But  Mr.  Gran¬ 
ger  was  a  very  amiable  man,  and 
pofTeffed  much  candour  and  ingen u- 
oufnefs  of  difpo'fition.  Pie  was, 
therefore  inclined  to  do  juftice  to 
thofe  who  differed  from  him  either 
in  poli'ics  or  religion  ;  and  this 
moderation  led  him  to  fpeak  well 
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of  refpedtable  characters  of  diffe¬ 
rent  feeds  and  parties.  It  was  this 
impartiality  which  gave  offence  to 
Dr.  johnfon. 

44  The  ityle  of  Johnfon  appear* 
ed  fuited  to  his  peculiar  character, 
and  mode  of  thinking.  It  Teems 
too  learned  for  common  readers  j 
and,  on  the  fir  ft  publica  ion  of  his 
Ramblers,  many  complaints  were 
made  of  the  frequent  recurrence  of 
hard  words  in  thofe  eft  ays.  It  was 
with  a  view  to  this  accufation  a- 
o-ainft  him,  that  he  wrote  that  effay 
in  the  Idler,  which  contains  a  de¬ 
fence  of  the  life  of  hard  words,  and 
in  which  he  remarks,  that  44  every 

author  does  not  write  for  every 

✓ 

reader.”  He  was  not  ambitious  of 
illiterate  readers,  and  was  willing 
to  relign  them  to  thofe  writers  whole 
productions  were  better  adapted  to 
their  capacities.  44  Difference  of 
thoughts,”  fays  he,  44  will  produce 
difference  of  language.  He  that 
thinks  with  larger  extent  than  an¬ 
other,  will  want  words  of  larger 
meaning.  He  that,  thinks  more 
fuhtilty  will  feek  for  terms  of  more 
nice  dilcrimination.”  It  is  certain, 
that  paffiges  fometimes  occur  in  his 
writings,  which  are  not  vei\g  intel¬ 
ligible  to  ordinary  readers.  Thus, 
in  the  preface  to  his  Diditonary,  he 
puts  the  following  queilion.” 

44  When  the  radical  idea  branch* 
es  out  into  parallel  ramifications, 
how  cart  a  confecutive  ferie-s  be 
formed  of  fenfes  in  their  nature 
collateral  ?  ” 

44  He  was  oceafionatly  fond  of 
antithefts  and  alliteration  j  and  his 
periods  are  fometimes  too  artificial, 
and  his  phrafe  too  remote  from  the 
ordinary  idiom  of  our  language. 
But,  notwithftanding  the  peculiari¬ 
ty  of  his  ftyle,  he  has  feldorn  made 
ufe  of  words  not  to  be  found  in 
preceding  writers.  44  When  com- 
P  4.  mod 
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mon  words,”  fays  he,  u  were  lefs 
pleating  to  the  ear,  or  lefs  diftind 
in  their  fignification,  I  have  fami¬ 
liarized  the  terms  of  philofophy  by 
applying  them  to  known  objefts  and 
popular  ideas  ;  but  rarely  admitted 
any  word  not  authorized  by  for¬ 
mer  writers.”  He  contidered  him- 
felf  as  having  contributed  to  the 
Improvement  of  the  Englifh  lan¬ 
guage.  He  fays  in  his  laft  Ram¬ 
bler,  u  I  have  laboured  to  refine 
our  language  to  grammatical  puri¬ 
ty,  and  to  clear  it  from  colloquial 


barbarifms,  licentious  idioms,  and 
irregular  combinations.  Something 
perhaps,  I  have  added  to  the  ele¬ 
gance  of  its  confiru&ion,  and  fome- 
thing  to  the  harmony  of  its  ca¬ 
dence.”  "Whatever  may  be  the 
faults  of  his  fiyle,  it  has  certainly 
great  ftrength  and  great  dignity, 
and  his  periods  are  often  highly 
polifhed ;  and,  perhaps,  it  would 
be  difficult  to  point  out  any  of  his 
contemporaries,  by  whom  the  Eng- 
lifli  language  was  written  with 
cpaal  energy.” 
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OBSERVATIONS  on  the  SULPHUR  WELLS  at  HARROGATE, 
made  in  July  and  Auguft,  17^5.  By  the  Right  Rev.  Richard* 
Lord  Bifn op  of  Landaff,  F.  R.  S. 

[From  the  LXXYI.  Volume  of  the  Philosophical  Transactions.] 


<c  |N  173?,  when  Dr,  Short  firfl 
f,  publifhed  his  treat! fe  on  Mi¬ 
neral  Waters,  there  were  only  three 
fuiphur  wells  at  Harrogate  ;  there 
are  now  four.  I  made  feme  en¬ 
quiry  respecting  the  time  and  occa* 
non  of  making  the  fourth  well,  and 
receives  rhe  following  account  from 
tan  old  man,  who  was  himleif  prin¬ 
cipally  concerned  in  the  tiainfac- 
rtion.  'About  forty  years  ago,  a 
perfon,  who,  by  leafe  from  the 
| earl  of  Burlington,  had  acquired  a 
right  of  fetching  for  minerals  in 
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;  the  fore  ft  of  Knarelborough,  made 
la  fhew  as  if  he  had  a  teal  intention 
of  digging  for  coal,  on  the  very 
:fpot  where  the  three  fuiphur  wells 
ewe  re  iituated.  This  attempt  ala:  tri¬ 
ed  the  appreheniions  of  the  inn¬ 
keepers  and  others  at  Harrogate, 
i  who  were  interfiled  in  the  preferva- 
ition  of  the  wells  :  they  gave  him 
t what  legal  oppoiition  they  could, 
vind  all  the  illegal  that  they  durll. 
At  length,  for  the  fum  of  one  hun¬ 
dred  pounds,  which  they  railed  a- 
t'rnong  themfelvcs,  the  difpute  was 
§  rompromifed,  and  rhe  delign,  real 
n*  pretended,  of  digging  for  coal 
,vas  abandoned.  Sulphur  water, 
However,  had  rifen  up  where  he 
trad  begun  to  dig.  1  hey-  indofed 
vhe  place  with  a  little  ilone  edifice, 
Find  putting  down  a  bafon,  made  a 
Fourth  well.  By  a  claufe  in  the 
t£t  of  Parliament  for  inclofing  Kna- 
i-eiborough  foreil,  palled  in  1770, 


it  is  rendered  unlawful  for  any  per¬ 
fon  whatever,  to  link  any  pit,  or 
dig  any  quarry  or  mine,  whereby 
the  medicinal  iprings  or  waters  at 
Harrogate  may  be  damaged  or  pol¬ 
luted  ;  fo  that  no  attempts  of  the 
kind  above  mentioned  need  be  ap¬ 
prehended  in  future. 

u  This  fourth  well  is  that  which 
is  neared  to  one  of  the  barns  of  the 
Crown  Inn,  being  about  ten  yards 
diitant  from  it.  In  digging  a  few 
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years  lince,  the  foundation  of  that 
barn,  they  met  with  fuiphur  wa¬ 
ter  in  feveral  places.  At  a  very 
little  diflance  from  the  four  wells 
there  are  two  others  of  the  fame 
kind  ;  one  in  the  yard,  of  the  Half¬ 
moon  Inn,  difeovered  in  digging 
for  common  water  in  1783,  and  an¬ 
other  which  breaks  out  on  the  fide 
of  the  rivulet  below  that  Inn.  On. 
the  banks  of  that  rivulet  I  faw  fe¬ 
ver  al  other  fulphureous  fprings 
they  are  ealily  diilinguilhed  by  the 
biackncfs  of  the  earth  over  which 
they  flow. 

On  the  declivity  of  a  hill,  a- 
bout  a  quarter  of  a  mile  to  the  well 
of  the  lulphur  wells  at  Harrogate, 
there  is  a  bog  which  has  been  form¬ 
ed  byr  the  rotting  of  wood  :  the  earth 
or  the  rotten  wood  is  in  forne  places 
four  feet  in  thicknefs,  and  there  is 
a  llratum  conlifling  of  clay  and 
fmall  loofe  decaying  fand-flones,  e- 
very  where  under  it.  rI  he  hill  a- 
bove  is  of  grit-ftone.  In  this  bog 

there 
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there  are  four  more  fuiphur  wells ; 
one  at  the  top  near  the  rails  which 
feparate  the  bog  from  the  common  ; 
and  three  at  the  bottom,  though 
one  of  thefe,  flrictly  fpeaking,  is 
not  in  the  bog,  but  at  the  fide  of  it, 
in  the  first  urn  on  which  the  bog  is 
fituated,  and  at  the  diftance  of  a 
yard  or  two  from  a  rivulet  of  frefli 
water,  wrhich  runs  from  thence  to 
Low  Harrogate,  paffing  dole  to 
the  fide,  but  above  the  level  of  the 
fuiphur  wells  of  that  place.  On 
the  other  fide  of  the  hill,  above  the 
bog,  and  to  the  weft  of  it,  there  is 
another  fuiphur  well  on  the  fide  of 
a  brook  ;  and  it  has  been  thought 
that  the  wells  both  at  Harrogate  and 
the  bog  are  fupplied  from  this  well. 
In  a  low  ground.  between.High  Har- 
iwate  and  Knarelborough,  there  is 
a  fuiphur  well ;  another  to  the 
north  of  it  in  Biiton  Park,  at  about 
the  diftance  of  a  mile  ;  and  another 
to  the  fouth  of  it,  at  a  lefs  diftance, 
was  difeovered  this  year  in  digging 
for  common  water,  by  a  perfon  of 
the  name  of  Richardfon  ;  and  laft 
ly  there  is  another  at  a  place  called 
Hookftone  Crag;  none  of  thefe  laft 
mentioned  wells  are  above  two  miles 
diftant  from  High  Harrogate  ;  and 
by  an  accurate  fearch  a  great  many 
more  might,  probably,  be  difcovei- 
ed  in  the  neighbourhood. 

4 1  It  is  not  unufual  to  dig  within 
a  few  yards  of  any  of  thefe  fuiphur 
wells,  and  to  meet  with  water  u  hich 
is  n<  t  fulphureous  I  ordered  a 
well  to  be  dug  in  the  fore  mention¬ 
ed  bog,  iixteen  yards  to  the  fouth 
of  the  fuiphur  well  which  is  near 
the  rail,  and  to  the  fame  depth 
with  it  ;  the  water  with  which 
it  was  prefently  filled  was  chaly¬ 
beate,  but  in  no  degree  fulphure- 
ous-.  T  had  another  well  dug,  at  a- 
bout  thirty  yards  diftance  from  the 
three  fuiphur  wells  which  are  fitu- 
ated  at  the  lower  extremity  of  the 
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bog  ;  this  well,  by  the  declivity  of 
the  ground,  was  ten  or  twelve  feet 
below  their  level,  but  its  water  vras 
not  fulphureous.  From  the  firft 
well  which  I  dug,  it  is  evident, 
that  every  part  of  the  bog  does  not 
yield  fuiphur  water  ;  and  from  the 
lecond,  which  was  funk  in  the  clay, 
it  is  clear  that  'every  part  of  the 
ftratum  on  which  the  bog  is  placed 
does  not  yield  it,  though  one  of  the 
wells  is  fituated  in  it, 

44  The  fuiphur  wells  at  Harro¬ 
gate  are  a  great  many  feet  below 
the  level  of  thole  in  the  bog;  but 
they  communicate  with  them,  if  we 
may  rely  on  what  Dr.  Short  has 
told  us.- — 44  That  about  the  begin¬ 
ning  of  this  century,  when  the 
concourfe  of  people  was  very  great 
to  the  fpaw  at  Harrogate,  one  Ro¬ 
bert  Ward,  an  old  man,  made  a  ba- 
fon  in  the  clay  under  the  mofs  of  a 
bog  where  the  ftrongeft  and  brifkeft 
of  thefe  fuiphur  fprings  rife,  and 
gathered  half  an  hogfliead  of  wa¬ 
ter  at  a  time  for  the  ufe  of  the  poor  ; 
but  wrhen  he  laded  this,  he  almoft 
dried  the  three  fuiphur  wells  at  the 
village,  whence  it  is  evident,  that 
all  have  the  fame  origin  and  com¬ 
municate  with  one  another.”  By 
converfing  with  feme  of  the  okleft 
and  moll  intelligent  people  at  Har¬ 
rogate,  I  could  not  find  that  they 
entertained  any  opinion  of  the  wa¬ 
ter  at  the  bog  having  a  communica¬ 
tion  with  that  at  the  fpaw.  This 
circumftanee  might  eafily  be  after- 
rained  ;  and  if  the  fabt  ihould  be 
contrary  to  what  D  oft  or  Short  fu  p- 
pofed,  the  wells  at  ,the  bog  ought 
to  he  covered  from  the  weather  as 
thofe  at  the  village  are  :  they  would 
by  this  mean  yield  great  plenty  oi 
water  for  the  baths,  which  are 
wanted  by  invalids,  and  which  are 
often  very  fcantily  fupplied  by  the 
wells  ut  Harrogate,  no:withftanding 
the  attention  which  is  uled  in  p re¬ 
fer  ving 


OBSERVATIONS  on  SULPHUR  WELLS. 


ferving  the  water  which  fprings  at 
the  four  wells,  by  emptying  them 
is  often  as  they  become  full,  during 
both  the  dav  and  nio'ht  time.  And 

O 

indeed,  it  is  iurpniing,  that  the 
well  on  the  fide  of  the  rivulet  be¬ 
low  the  Half-moon-Inn,  which  is 
fo  well  iituated  for  the  purpofe,  has 
never  been  inciofed  for  the  fui  mill¬ 
ing*  fulphureous  water  for  the  baths. 
rI’he  prelent  mode  of  carrving  the 
water  in  calks  to  the  feveral  hOufes 
where  the  perfons  lodge  who  want 
to  bathe  in  it,  is  very  troublefome, 
and  the  water  thereby  lofes  of  its 
virtue*  Seme  of  the  wells  about 
the  village,  that  for  in  fiance  which 
has  been  difeovered  at  the  Half- 
moon-Inn,  the  water  of  which,  I 
belie  v^  fprings  from  a  different 
lource  from  that  which  fupplies  the 
four  fulphur  wells,  fliould  be  either 
enlarged  to  a  greater  horizontal 
breadth,  or  funk  to  a  greater  depth, 
in  order  to  try,  by  one  or  both  of 
thefe  ways,  whether  the  quantity 
and  flrength  of  the  water  might 
not  be  increafed’ ;  and  if  that  it 
fliould,  as  it  probably  would  be 
the  cafe,  one  or  more  baths  might 
be  erected  after  the  manner  of  thole 
at  Buxton  and  other  places ;  or,  by 
proper  additional  buildings,  warm 
bathing  in  fulphureous  water  might 
be  pr  ad  tiled  as  is  done  in  common 
water  in  the  bagnios  in  London. 
The  falrnefs  of  the  fulphureous 
water,  if  that  fliould  be  thought  ufe- 
ful,  might  eaflly  be  made  even  great 
er  than  that  of  fea  water,  by  adding 
a  quarter  of  a  pound  of  common 
fait  to  every  gallon  of  the  water, 
ufed  in  forming  a  bath.  The  wa¬ 
ters  at  Harrogate,  though  they  have 
long  been  very  beneficial,  have  not 
yet  been  rendered  fo  ufeful  to  man¬ 
kind  as  an  intelligent  and  enter- 
p riling  perfon  might  make  them. 
The  alternate  ft  rata  of  Lone  and 
fund,  Lone,  and  fhale,  which  com- 


pofe  the  lower  hills  near  the  wells 
at  Harrogate,  dip  very  much,  as  may 
be  feen  in  a  Lone  quarry  about  two 
hundred  yards  from  the  wells  ;  and 
the  lame  circumLance  may  be  ob¬ 
served  in  dry  weather,  in  following 
the  bottom  of  the  brook'  from  the 
village  up  to  the  bog  ;  and  hence, 
if  there  be  a  communication  be¬ 
tween  the  waters  of  the  bog  and 
of  the  village,  as  Dr.  Short  af- 
ferts,  it  is  probable,  that  the  fame 
Lratum  of  fliale  which  is  Hen  at  the 
bottom  of  the  wells  at  the  village, 
breaks  out  again  at  the  bog  above* 
t  he  village,  and  that  the  water  Lads 
its  way  from  the  bog  to  the  village 
through  the  crevices  of  that  Lra¬ 
tum. 

u  After  having  obferved  as  care¬ 
fully  _as  I  could,  the  number  and 
fit u-ation  of  the  fulphur  wells  about 
Harrogate,  1  took  notice  of  the 
tempera  ure  of  the  four  at  the  vil¬ 
lage.  In  the  month  of  June,  1780, 
when  the  thermometer  in  the  (hade 
was'  72",  and  the  pumi>  water  at 
the  Granby  Inn,  the  well  of  which 
is  fifty  feet  deep,  was  48%  the 
ft r on geL  of  the  iblphur  wells,  be¬ 
ing  that  of  which  invalids  ufualiy 
drink,  was  70°,  On  the  29th  of 
July,  in  this  year,  after  the  earth 
had  been  parched  with  drought  for 
many  months,  the  heat  of  the 
fh  ongelt  well  was  34T  the  water 
of  the  Granby  pump  was  on  the 
lame  day  aT‘,  and  the  heat  of  the 
air  in  the  Liade  7 6°.  Doctor  Wal- 
kcr,  who  has  lately  written  a  trea- 
tile  on  Harrogate  warer,  favs  that 
the  heat  of  this  fpring  was  48°, 
when  that  of  an  adjoining  rivulet 
was  73°,^  And  I  have  little  doubt 
in  believing,  that  if  the  experiment 
was  made  in  cold  weather,  the  tem¬ 
perature  of  the  fame  well  would  be 
found  to  be  feve; al  degrees  below 
48°.  This  variation  of  temperature 
in  the  fulphur  water  indicates  its 

fp  ringing 


[92]  ‘  OBSERVATIONS  on 

fpnnging  from  no  great  depth,  be¬ 
low  the  furface  of  the  earth  ;  or  at 
lead  it  indicates  its  having  run  for 
a  confiderable  ditian.ce  in  a  channel 
fo  near  to  the  furface  of  the  earth, 
as  to  participate  of  the  changes  of 
temperature,  to  which  that  is  liable 
from  the  action  of  the  fun.  But 
the  heat  of  the  fulphur  water  is  not 
only  variable  in  the  fame  well,  at 
different  times,  but  it  is  not  the 
tome  in  all  the  wells  at  the  .fame 
time.  If  we  call  the  ftronyoft  well 
the  firft,  and  reckon  the  reft  in  or¬ 
der,  going  to  the  right,  the  third 
well,  which  is  reckoned  the  next 
ffrongeft,  was  570  hot  when  the 
firft  was  only  54°.  In  fupport  of 
the  conjecture,  that  the  fulphur  wa¬ 
ter  of  the  ftrongeit  would  in  a  cold 
feaforr  make  the  thermometer  link 
below  48  ,  which  is  the  conftant 
temperature  of  fprings  iituated  at 
a  great  depth  in  the  earth  in  this 
country,  it  may  be  obfervecl,  that 
though  the  full  and  the  third  well 
are  never  frozen,  yet  the  fecond 
and  the  fourth  well  are  frozen  in 
lev  ere  weather.  When  the  fecond 
mid  the  fourth  well  are  covered 
with  ice,  it  is  probable,  that  the 
■fir ft  and  the  thiid  have  a  rempera- 
rure  far  below  48  ;  but  that  the 
fea  fait,  which  is  more  abundant 
in  them  than  in  the  other  two  wells, 
and  which  of  all  falts  re  lifts  moll 
powerfully  the  congelation  of  the 
water  in  which  it  is  diifolved,  pre- 
ferves  them  from  being  frozen  in 
the  coldeft  feafons  incident  to  our 
climate. 

“•  As  the  temperature  of  thefe 
four  wells  is  not  the  fame  in  all  of 
them  at  the  fame  time,  nor  invari¬ 
able  in  any  of  them,  fo  neither 
does  there  leem  to  be  any  uniformi-* 
tv  or  conftancy  in  them,  with  re- 
fpeft  to  the  quantity  of  lalt  which 
they  contain.  The  fait  with  which 
they  are  all  impregnated  is  of  the 
fame  kind  in  all,  and  it  is  almoit 
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wholly  common  fait  ;  and  though 
the  quantity  contained  in  a  definhe 
portion  of  any  one  of  the  wells  is 
not,  I  think,  preciffly  the  fame  at 
all  feafons  of  the  year,  yet  the  li¬ 
mits  within  which  it  varies  are  not, 
I  apprehend,  very  great.  A  me¬ 
thod  is' mentioned  in  the  LXth  vo¬ 
lume  of  the  Philofophical  T  ran  fac¬ 
tions  of  eftirnating  the  quantity  of 
common  fait  diftolved  in  water,  by 
taking  the  fpecific  gravity  of  the 
Water  :  this  method  is  not  to  be 
relied  on  ,  when  any  confide  table 
portion  of  any  other  kind  of  fait  is 
diftolved  along  with  the  fea  fait  ; 
but  it  is  accurate  enough  to  give  a 
good  notion  of  the  quantity  con- 
tained  in  the  different  wells  at  Har¬ 
m-gate.  On  the  13th  of  Aug ud, 
after  feveral  days  of  rainy  weather,. 
I.  took  the  fpecific  gravities  of  the 
four  fulphur  wells  at  the  village, 
the  drinking  well  being  the  firft.—- - 
Rainwater  1.000;  firft  well  i.009; 
fecond  well  1 .002  ;  ihird  well  1.00;  ; 
fourth  well  1.002-  By  comparing 
thefe  fpecific  gravities  with  the  ta¬ 
ble  which  is  given  in  the  LXth  vo 
In  me  of  Tranf.i6tio.ns,  it  may  be 
gathered  that  the  water  of  tl.e  firft 
well  contained  of  ks.  weight 
of  common  fait ;  that  of  the  it- 
cond  and  fourth  ;  and  that  of 
the  third  After  four  days  more 
heavy  rain  I  tried  the  ftrongeit  well 
again,  and  found  its  fpecific  gravi¬ 
ty  to  be  1.008.  It  is  worthy  of  ob- 
fervation,  that  the  water,  as  it 
fprings  into  the  firft  and  third  well, 
is  quite  tranfparent,  but  ufually  of 
a  pearl  colour  in  the  fecond  and 
fourth,  fimilar  in  appearance  to  the 
water  of  the  firft  or  third  well  af¬ 
ter  it  has  been  expofed  a  few  hours 
to  the  air ;  hence  it  is  probable, 
that  the  external  air  has  accefs  to 
the  water  of  the  fecond  and  fourth 
well  before  it  fprings  up  into  the 
bafon.  A  great  many  authors  have 
publilhed  accounts  of  the  quantity 
8  of 
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A  common  fait  contained  in  a  aal - 
Ion  or  the  water  of  the  itrongeft 
well  i  they  differ  fhmevvhat  from 
each  other,  fome  making  it  more, 
others  Id's  than  two  ounces  Thefe 
iiverfides  proceed  either  from  the 
different  care  and  fkill  ufed  in  con¬ 
ducting  the  experiment ;  or  from  a 
real  difference  in  the  quantity  of 
alt  with  which  the  water  is  impreg¬ 
nated  at  different  feafons  of  the 
bear,  The  medium  quantity  of 
alt  contained  in  a  gallon  falls  fliort 
j>t,  I  think,  rather  than  exceeds 
two  ounces.  The  fea  water  at 
i  Scarborough  contains  about  twice 
Sis  much  fait  as  is  found  in  the 
rongetl  fulphur  well  at  Harrogate, 
f he  fulphur  wells  at  the  bog  are 
1‘ommonly  faid  to  be  fulphureous, 
ut  not  ^ine.  This,  however,  is 
i  mi  (take  ;  they  contain,  fait,  and 
alt  of  the  fame  kind  as  the  wells  at 
ie  village.  I  could  not  diftinguiih 
re  kind  of  fait  by  the  method  in 
which  I  had  eftimated  the  quantity 
Contained  in  the  fulphur  wells  ;  I 
i  te  ref  ore  evaporated  a  gallon  of  the 
l  ater  of  the  well  in  the  bog  which 
near  the  rails,  and  obtained  a  full 
fa  nee  of  common  fait,  of  a  brown- 
ail  colour  :  the  colour  would  have 
hone  off  by  calcination.  In  what 
fsgree  the  medicinal  powers  of 
flarrogate  water  depends  on  its  ful- 
nureous,  and  in  what  degree  on 
a  faline  impregnation,  are  queff 
ons  which  I  meddle  not  with  ;  I 
foil  Id  only  juft  obferve  on  this 
lead,  that  any  ftrong  fulphureous 
fater,  inch  as  that  of  Keddlellone 
i  Derbyfhire,  or  of  Ship  in  Yveft- 
foreland,  which  naturally  con- 
ins  little  or  no  fea  fait,  may  be 
.inhered  fimilar  to  Harrogate  wa¬ 
it,  by  d-ilfolving  in  it  a  proper 
|toportion  of  common  fait.  The 
ur  fulphur  wells  at  Harrogate  are 
ry  near  to  each  other;  they  might 
i  be  included  within  the  circuin- 
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ference  pf  a  circle  of  feven  or  eight 
yards  in  diameter;  yet  from  what 
has  been  laid  it  is  evident  that  they 
.have  not  all  either  the  fame  temper¬ 
ature,  or  the  fame  quantity  of  fa- 
line  impregnation.  This  diverfity 
of  quality,  in  wells  which  have  a 
proximity  of  fituation,  is  no  un¬ 
common  phenomenon  ;  and  though 
at  the  firil  view  it  fee  111s  to  be  fur- 
priiing,  yet  it  ceafes  to  be  fo  on 
reflexion ;  for  the  waters  which 
feed  wells  fo  circumihinccd,  may 
flow  through  ft  rata  of  different 
qualities,  lituated  at  different  depths, 
though  in  the  fame  direction  ;  or 
th rough  f  rata  placed  both  at  diffe¬ 
rent  depths,  and  in  different  directi¬ 
ons  ;  and  that  this  is  the  cafe  at  Har¬ 
rogate  is  probable  enough,  there 
being*  hills  on  every  fide  of  the  hol¬ 
low  in  which  the  village  is  placed. 

<c  With  refpect  to  the  fulphure¬ 
ous  impregnation  of  thefe  waters, 
I  made  the  following  obfervations. 

44  The  infide  of  the  bafon,  into 
which  the  water  of  the  ftrongeft 
well  rifes,  is  covered  with  a  whiiifh 
pellicle,  which  may  be  eafily  (crap¬ 
ed  oft'  from  the  grit-flone  of  which 
the  bafon  is  made,  I  obferved,  in 
the  year  1780,  that  this  pellicle  on 
a  hot  iron  burned  with  the  flame 
and  fmell  of  fulphur.  I  this  year 
repeated  the  experiment  with  the 
fame  fuccels  ;  the  fubftance  fliould 
be  gently  dried  before  it  is  put  on 
the  iron.  I  would  farther  obferve, 
that  the  fulphur  is  but  a  final l  part 
of  the  fubftance  which  is  feraped 
oft,  T  hat  I  might  be  certain  of  the 
poflibility  of  obtaining  true  palpa¬ 
ble  fulphur  from  what  is  feraped 
off  from  the  bafon,  and  at  the  fame 
time  give  fome  guefs  at  the  quanti¬ 
ty  ot  fulphur  contained  in  ir,  I 
took  three  or  four  ounces  of  it,  and 
having  v\  allied  it  well,  and  dried  it 
thoroughly  by  a  gentle  heat,  I  put 
two  ounces  into  a  clean  glafs  retort, 

and 
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and  fublimed  from  it  about  two  or 
th  ree  grains  of  yellow  iulphur. 
This  fulphur,  which  (luck  to  the 
neck  of  the  retort,  when  opened, 
had  an  oily  appearance  ;  and  the 
retort,  when  opened,  had  not  only 
the  l'mell  of  the  volatile  fulphure¬ 
ous  acid,  which  uftially  accompa¬ 
nies  the  fublimation  of  fulphur, 
but  it  had  alfo  the  ffrong  empyreu- 
matic  fmell  which  peculiarly  ap¬ 
pertains  to  burnt  oils  ;  and  it  re¬ 
tained  the  fmell  for  feveral  days. 
It  has  been  remarked  before,  that 
the  fait  feparable  from  the  fulphur 
water  was  of  a  brow  nidi  colour  ; 
arid  others,  who  have  analyfed  this 
water,  have  met  with  a  brown  fub- 
ftance,  which  they  knew  not  what 
to  make  of ;  both  which  appear¬ 
ances  may  be  attributed  to  the  oil, 
the  exiftence  of  which  was  render¬ 
ed  fo  manifeff  bv  the  fublimation 
here  mentioned.  I  will  not  trouble 
the  Society  with  any  conjectures 
concerning  the  origin  of  this  oil, 
or  the  medium  of  its  combination 
with  water ;  the  difeovery  of  it 
gave  me  fome  pleafure,  as  it  feem- 
ed  to  add  a  degree  of  probability 
to  what  I  had  laid  concerning  the 
nature  of  the  air  with  which,  in 
one  of  mv  Chemical  Ellavs,  I  had 
fuppofed  Harrogate  water  to  be  im¬ 
pregnated.  I  will  again  take  the 
liberty  of  repeating  the  query  which 
I  there  propofed.  “  Does  this  air, 
and  the  inflammable  air  feparable 
from  fome  metallic  fubllances,  con- 
fill:  of  oleaginous  particles  in  an  e~ 
laffic  Hate?”  When  1  ventured  to 
conjeClttre,  in  the  eifay  alluded  to, 
that  fulphureous  waters  received 
their  impregnation  from  air  of  a 
particular  kind,  I  did  not  know  that 
profelfor  Bergman  had  advanced 
the  fame  opinion,  and  denominated 
that  fpecies  of  air,  Hepatic-air.  I 
have  lince  then  feen  his  works,  and 
very  readily  give  up  to  him  not 
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only  the  priority  of  the  difeovery, 
but  the  merit  of  profecuting  it. 
And  though  what  he  has  faid  con¬ 
cerning  the  manner  of  precipitating 
fulphur  from  thefe  waters  can  leave 
no  doubt  in  the  mind  of  any  che- 
mill  concerning  the  aCtual  exiftence 
of  fulphur  in  them  ;  yet  I  will  pro¬ 
ceed  to  mention  fome  other  obvC 
ous  experiments  on  the  Harrogate 
water,  in  fupport  of  the  fame  doc¬ 
trine. 

“  Knowing  that,  in  the  Baths  of 
Aix-la-Chapelle,  fulphur  is  found 
ilicking  to  the  tides  and  top  of  the 
channel  in  which  the  fulphureous 
water  is  conveyed,  I  examined  with 
great  attention  the  lides  of  th« 
little  flone  building  which  is  railed 
over  the  bafon  of  the  fironyeft  well, 
and  law  them  in  fome  places  of  a 
yellowifh  colour  :  this  I  thought 
proceeded  from  a  fpecies  of  yellow 
mofs,  commonly  found  on  grit- 
lion  e  :  I  collected,  however,  what 
I  could  of  it  by  b rulliing  the  fides 
of  the  building,  at  the  diftance 
of  three  or  four  feet  from  the  wa¬ 
ter  in  the  bafon  :  on  putting  what 
I  had  bruflied  off  on  a  hot  iron,  I 
found  that«.it  confided  principally 
of  particles  of  grit-ftone,  evidently 
however  mixed  with  particles  of 
fulphur. 

u  Much  of  the  fulphureous  wa¬ 
ter  is  ufed  for  baths  at  Harrogate ; 
and  for  that  purpofe  all  the  four 
wells  are  frequently  emptied  into 
large  tubs  containing  many  gallons 
apiece  ;  thefe  conflantly  ftand  at 
the  wells  ;  and  the  calks,  in  which 
the  water  is  carried  to  the  feveral 
houfe*,  are  filled  from  them.  On 
examining  the  inlides  of  thefe  tubs, 
1  found  them  covered,  as  if  paint¬ 
ed,  with  a  whitifh  pellicle, 
fc raped  off  a  part  of  this  pellicle  : 
it  was  no  longer  foluble  in  water ; 
but,  being  put  on  a  hot  iron,  it 
appeared,  to  confifi  almofi  wholly 

of 
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c>f  fulphur.  Some  of  thefe  tubs 
have  been  in  ufe  many  years,  and 
the  adhering  craft  is  thick  in  pro¬ 
portion  to  the  time  they  have  been 
applied  to  the  purpofe ;  but  the 
fulphur  pellicle  was  fufficiently 
observable  on  one  which  was  new 
in  the  beginning'  of  this  feafon. 
The  water  when  it  is  nr  ft  put  into 
thefe  tubs  is  tranfparent  ;  when  it 
has  been  expofed  to  the  air  tor  a 
few  hours,  it  becomes  milky  ;  and, 
where  the  quantity  is  large,  a 
white  cloud  may  be  feen  ilowly 
precipitating  itfelf  to  the  bottom  : 
this  white  precipitate  contifls  partly, 

I  am  not  certain  that  it  con  lifts 
wholly,  of  fulphur  ;  and  the  ful¬ 
phur  is  as  really  contained  in  the 
waters  denominated  fulphureous, 
as  iron  is  contained  in  certain  forts 
of  chalybeate  waters  ;  in  the  one 
:  cafe  the  iron  is  rendered  foluble 
in  water  by  its  being  united  to  fixed 
i  air,  or  tome  other  volatile  princi¬ 
ple  ;  and  in  the  other  fulphur  is 
rendered  foluble  in  water  by  its 
:  being  united  to  fixed  air,  or  fome 
other  volatile  principle:  neither 
iron  nor  fulphur  are  of  themfelves 
foluble  in  water,  but  each  of  them, 
being  reduced  into  the  form  of  a 
fait  by  an  union  with  fome  other 

V 

i  fubftances,  becomes  foluble  in  wa¬ 
ter,  and  remains  diffolved  in  it,  till 
t  that  other  fubftance  either  efcapes 
into  the  air,  or  becomes  combined 
with  fome  other  body. 

44  About  forty  years  ago,  they 
:  took  up  the  bafon  of  the  third  well, 

:  and  a  credible  perfon,  who  was 
himfelf  prefent  at  the  operation 
-  informed  me,  that  in  all  the  ere- 
;;  vices  of  the  ft  one  on  which  the 
,  bafon  refled,  there  were  layers  of 
.  pure  yellow  fulphur.  This  I  can 
i  well  believe,  for  1  ordered  a  piece  of 
fbale  to  be  broken  off  from  the  bottom 
;  of  the  fourth  well  ;  it  was  fplit, 
as  fnaie  generally  is  into  feveral 


thin  pieces,  and  was  covered  with 
a  whhifh  cruft.  But  laid  on  a  hot 
iron,  in  a  dark  room,  it  crackled 
very  much,  and  exhibited  a  blue 
flame  and  fulphureous  fmell. 

u  If  the  water  happens  to  hand 
a  few  days  in  any  of  the  wells, 
without  being  difturbed,  there  is 
found  at  the  bottom  a  black  fe- 
diment  ;  this  black  fediment  alfb 
marks  the  courfe  of  the  water  which 
flows  from  the  well,  and  it  may  be 
efteemed  charadteriftic  of  a  fulphur 
water.  The  furface  of  the  water 
alio,  when  it  is  not  ftirred  for  fome 
time,  is  covered  with  a  wbitifh 
feum.  Dr.  Short  had  lony  a 
obferved,  that  both  the  black  fe¬ 
diment,  and  the  white  feum,  gave 
clear  indications  on  a  hot  iron,  of 
their  containing  fulphur;  1  know 
not  whence  it  has  come  that  his 
accuracy  has  been  queflioned  in  this 
point  ;  certain  I  am,  that  on  the 
repetition  of  his  experiments  I 
found  them  true.  The  white  feum 
alfo,  which  is  found  flicking  on 
the  grafs  over  which  the  water 
flows,  being  gently  dried,  burns 
with  the  flame  and  fmell  of  fulphur. 
From  what  has  been  laid  it  is  clear, 
that  fulphur  is  found  at  Harrogate, 
flicking  to  the  bafon  into  which  the 
water  fprings  ;  fublimed  upon  the 
ftones  which  compofe  the  edifice 
furrounding  the  well ;  adhering  to 
the  hides  of  the  tubs  in  which  the 
water  flands  ;  fubfiding  to  the 
bottom  of  the  channel  in  which  the 
water  runs  ;  and  covering  the  fur- 
face  of  the  earth,  and  of  the  blades 
of  grafs,  over  which  it  flows.  It 
is  unneceffary  to  add  another  word 
on  this  fubjed ;  it  remains  that 
I  rife  a  conjedure  or  two,  on  the 
primary  caufe  of  the  fulphureous 
impregnation  obfervable  in  thefe 
waters. 

44  In  the  Chemical  Effay  before 
referred  to,  I  have  fliewn,  that  the 
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air  fep&rajple  from  the  lead  ore  of 
Derbyshire,  or  from  Black-Jack,  by 
folution  in  the  acid  ol  vitriol,  im¬ 
pregnates  common  water  with  the 
fulphureous  fmell  of  Harrogate 
water  ;  and  I  have  alfo  fliewn  that 
the  bladder  fucus  or  fea-wrack,  by 
being  calcined  to  a  certain  point, 
and  put  into  water,  not  only  gives 
the  water  a  brackifh  tafle,  but 
communicates  to  it,  without  injuring 
its  franiparency,  the  fmell,  tafle, 
and  other  properties  of  Harrogate 
water.  ProfelLor  Bergman  impreg¬ 
nated  water  '  wi$h  a  fulphureous 
tafie  and  fmell,  by  means  of  air 
feparated  by  the  vitriolic  acid  from 
Iiepar  fulphuris,  made  by  fufion 
of  equal  weights  of  fulphur  and 
pot-aihes,  and  from  a  mafs  made  of 
three  parts  of  iron  flings  melted 
with  two  of  fulphur  ;  and  he  found 
alfo,  that  Black-jack  and  native 
Siberian  iron  yielded  hepatic  air, 
by  folution  in  acids.  This,  I  be¬ 
lieve,  is  the  main  of  what  is  known 
by  chemlfls  on  this  Abject :  what  I 
have  to  fugged,  relative  to  the  Har¬ 
rogate  waters  in  particular,  may 
perhaps  be  of  ufe  to  future  en¬ 
quirers. 

“  I  have  been  told,  that  on 
breaking  into  an  old  coal-work,  in 
which  a  confklerable  quantity  of 
wood  had  been  lei t  rotting  tor  a 
long  time,  there  i filed  out  a  great 
quantity  of  water  fuelling  like 
Harrogate  water,  and  leaving,  as 
that  water  does,  a  white  feum  on 
the  earth  over  which  it  palled. 
On  opening  a  well  of  common  wa¬ 
ter,  in  which  there  was  found  a  log,- 
ot  rotten  wood,  an  offer,  ant  phy- 
feian  allured  me,  that  .he  had 
perceived  a  itrong  and  diftiuCl  fmell 
of  Harrogate  water.  Dr.  Darwin, 
in  his  ingenious  account  of  an 
Artificial  Spring  of  Water,  publiflicd 
in  the  fir  It  part  of  the  LXXVth. 
Volume  of  the  Philofophical  Tranf- 


aCHons,  mentions  his  having  per¬ 
ceived  a  flight  fulphureous  fmell 
and  tafle  .in  the  water  of  a>  well 
which  had  been  funk  in  a  black, 
loofe,  moift  earth",  which  appeared 
to  have  been  very  lately  a  morals, 
but  which  is  now  covered  with 
houfes  built  upon  piles.  In  the 
bog  or  morafs  above  mentioned 
there  is  great  plenty  of  fulphure¬ 
ous  water  which  feems  to  fpring 
from  the  earth  of  the  rotten  wood 
of  which  that  bog  confifls.  Thefe 
facts  are  not  fufficieqt  to  make  us 
certain,  that  rotten  wood  is  effi¬ 
cacious  in  impregnating  water  with 
a  fulphureous  fmell ;  beetle  there 
are  many  bogs  in  every  part  of  the 
world,  in  which  no  fulphureous 
water  has  ever  been  difeovered. 
Nor,  on  the  other  hand,  are  they 
to  be  rejected  as  of  no  ufe  in  the 
inquiry  ;  becaufe  wood,  at  a  par¬ 
ticular  period  of  its  putrefaction, 
or  when  fl mated  at  a  particular 
depth,  or  when  incumbent  on  a  foil 
of  a  particular  kind,  may  give  an 
impregnation  to  water,  which  the 
fame  wood,  under  different  cir- 
cumflances,  would  nor  give. 

u  The  bilge  water,  ufually 
found  at  the  bottom  of  (hips  which 
are  foul,  is  laid  to  fmell  like  Har¬ 
rogate  water  :  I  at  flrfl  fuppofed, 
that  it  had  acquired  this  fmell  hi 
conlequence  of  becoming  putrid  in 
contact  with  the  timber  on  which  it 
refled,  and  this  circumftance  I  con- 
fidered  as  a  notable  fupport  to  the 
conjeffure  I  had  formed  of  rot¬ 
ten  wood,  beinr  under  certain  cir- 
cu  mflance's,  inftrumental  in  ge¬ 
nerating  the  fmell  of  Harrogate  vva- 

o  t  ^  o 

ter.  But  this  notion  is  not  well 
founded  :  for  the  bilge  water  is,  I 
fuppofe,  fait  water  ;  and  Dr.  Short 
fays  that  fea  water,  which  had  been 
kept  in  a  flone  bottle  fix  weeks 
“  flunk  not  much  fliort  of  Harro» 
gate  fulphur  water. ”  It  has  been 

remarked 
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remarked  above,  that  calcined  Tea 
wrack,  which  contains  a  great  deal 
of  fea  fair,  exhales  an  odour  finff- 
iar  in  all  refpeds  to  that  of  Har¬ 
rogate  water ;  and  in  confirmation 
of  the  truth  of  this  remark,  I  And 
that  art  author,  quoted  by  Dr, 
Short,  fays,  that  44  Bay  fait  thrice 
:alcined,  diffolved  in  water,  gives 
exactly  the  odour  of  the  fulphur 
well  at  Harrogate,' ”  From  thefe 
experiments  conlidercd  together,  it 
nay,  perhaps,  be  inferred,  that 
:ommon  fait  communicates  a  ful- 
ahureous  fmell  to  water  both  by 
outrefadfion  and  calcination.  Hence 
ome  may  think,  that  there  is  feme 
probability  in  the  fuppofition,  that 
ither  a  calcined  ftratum  of  com- 
non  falter  a  putr.efcent  fait  fpring 
nay  contribute  to  the  production 
»f  the  fulphureous  fmell  of  Harro¬ 
gate  water  ;  efpecially  as  thefe  wa- 
ers  are  largely  impregnated  with 
ommon  fait.  However,  as  neither 
he  fait  in  fea-water,  nor  that  of 
alcined  fea-wrack,  nor  calcined 
/ay  fait,  are  any  of  them  abfokite- 
y  free  from  the  admixture  of  bo¬ 
des  containing  the  vitriolic  acid,  a 
.oubt  fell  remains,  whether  the 
sulphureous  exhalation,  here  fp.oken 
>f,  can  be  generated  from  fubftanc- 
s  in  which  the  vitriolic  acid  does 
tot  exift. 

4;  The  fliale  from  which  alum  is 
nade,  when  it  is  firft  dug  out  of 
he  earth,  gives  no  impregnation  to 
/atcr;  but  by  expofure  to  air  and 
noifture  its  principles  are  loofened, 

:  fhivers  into  pieces,  and  finally 
loulders  into  a  kind  of  clay,  which 
as  an  aluminous  tafte.  Alum  is 
n  earthy  fait,  refulting  from  an  u- 
don  of  the  ac’.d  of  fulphur  with 
Hire  clay;  and  hence  we  are  lure, 
hatfhale,  when  decompofed  by  the 
ir,  contains  the  acid  of  fulphur; 
nd  from  its  oily  black  appearance, 
nd  efpecially  from  its  being  in- 
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flammable,  we  are  equally  certain, 
that  it  contains  plogiftcn,  the  other 
canfetuent  part  of  fulphur.  And 
indeed,  pyritous  fubftahces,  or  com¬ 
binations  of  fulphur  and  iron,  en¬ 
ter  into  the  competition  of  many, 
probably  of  all  forts  of  fliale,  though 
the  particles  of  the  pyrites  may  not  be 
large  enough  to  be  feen  in  feme  of 
them  ;  and  if  this  be  admitted,  then 
we  need  be  at  no  lots  to  account 
for  the  bits  of  fulphur,  which  are 
fublimed  to  the  top  of  the  heaps  of 
fhale,  when  they  calcine  large  quan¬ 
tities  of  it  for  the  purpofe  of  mak-> 
ing  alum  :  nor  need  we  have  any 
difficulty  in  admitting,  that  a  phlo- 
gildic  vapour  muff  be  difeharged 
from  fliale,  when  it  is  decompofed 
by  the  air.  Dr,  Short  fays,  that 
he  burned  a  piece  of  aluminous 
fliale  for  half  an  hour  in  an  open 
lire  ;  he  then  powdered  and  infufed 
it  in  common  water,  and  the  water 
lent  forth  a  moil,  intolerable  .fulphu¬ 
reous  fmell,  the  very  fame  with  Har¬ 
rogate  water.  He  burned  feveral  o- 
ther  p’eces  of  fliale,  but  none  of 
them  flunk  fo  flrong  as  the  hr  ft. 
This  difference  may  be  attributed 
either  to  the  different  qualities  of 
the  different  pieces  of  fliale  which 
he  tried,  or  to  the  calcination  of 
the  firft  being  pufhed  to  a  certain 
definite  degree  ;  for  the  combina¬ 
tion  of  the  principles  on  which  the 
fmell  depends  may  be  produced  by 
one  degree  of  heat,  and  deftroyed 
by  another.  I  have  mentioned, 
briefly,  thefe  properties  of  fliale, 
becaufe  there  is  a  ftratum  of  fliale 
extended  over  all  the  country  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  Harrogate  ; 
feveral  beds' or  it  may  be  feen  in 
the  ftone  quarry  above  the  fulphur 
wells  ;  many  of  the  brooks  about 
Harrogate  run  upon  fliale,  and  the 
fulplvur  wells  fpring  out  qf  it.  They 
have  bored  to  the  depth  of  twenty 
yards  into  this  fliale,  in  different 
G  places. 
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places,  in  fearcli  of  coal,  but  have 
have  never  penetrated  through 
ft,  Its  hardnefs  is  not  the  fame  at 
all  depths.  Some  of  it  will  flrike 
fire,  as  a  pyrites  does  with  Reel ;  and 
other  beds  of  k  are  loft,  and  in  a 
Rate  of  decompofition,  and  the  ful- 
phtir  wrater  is  thought  to  l  ife  out  of 
that  fliale  which  is  in  the  foftefl 
Rate.  But  whatever  impregnation 
lhale  when  calcined,  or  otherwife 
decompofed  to  a  particular  degree, 
may  give  to  the  water  which  palfes 
over  it,  it  muR  not  be  concluded, 
that  fliale  in  general  gives  water  a 
fulphureous  impregnation  ;  fince 
there  are  many  iprings,  in  various 
parts  of  England,  anting  out  of 
fliale,  in  which  no  fuc'h  impregna¬ 
tion  is  oblerved. 

i(  I  forgot  to  mention  in  its  pro¬ 
per  place,  that  having  vifited  the 
bog,  fo  often  fpoken  of,  after  a 
long  feries  of  very  dry  weather,  I 
found  its  furface,  where  there  was 
no  grafs,  quite  candied  over  with 
a  yellowifli  cruR,  of  tolerable  con- 
RRency,  which  had  a  flrong  alu- 
minous  tafte,  and  the  fmell  of  honey. 


Bergman  [peaks  of  a  turf  fount! 
at  Helflngberg,  in  Scania,  confiding 
of  the  roots  of  vegetables,  which 
was  often  covered  with  a  pyritous 
cuticle,  which,  whenelixated,  yield¬ 
ed  alum  ;  and  I  make  no  doubt, 
that  the  Harrogate  morafs  is  of  the 
fame  kind. 

u  Whether  nature  ufes  any  of  the 
methods  which  I  have  mentioned 
of  producing  the  air  by  which  ful¬ 
phureous  waters  are  impregnated,, 
may  be  much  queflioned  ;  it  is  of 
life,  however,  to  record  the  experi¬ 
ments  by  which  her  productions 
may  be  imitated;  for  though  the 
line  of  human  irnderRandmg  will 
never  fathom  the  depths  of  divine 
wildom,  difplayed  in  the  formation 
of  this  little  globe  which  we  inha¬ 
bit  ;  yet  the  imptilfe  of  attempting 
an  inveftigation  of  the  works  of 
God  is  irrefiflible  ;  and  every  pfty- 
fical  truth  which  we  difeover,  every 
little  approach  which  we  make  to* 
wards  a  comprehenlion  of  the  mode 
of  his  operation,  gives  to  a  mind 
of  any  piety  the  mpR  pure  and  Tub- 
Erne  fatisdaetion .  ** 


The  -Prefent  State  of  MOUNT  VESUVIUS  ;  with  the  Account  of 
a  Voyage  to  the  Iiland  of  Ponza.  In  a.  Letter  from  Sir  William 
Hamilton,  K.  B.  F,  R.  S.  to  Sir  Joseph  Banks,  Bart.  P.  R.S. 

[From  the  fame  Publication.] 


**  r"pHE  eruption  of  Mount 
Vefuvius,  which  began  in 
the  month  of  November,  1784, 
nearly  at  the  moment  of  my  return 
from  England  to  this  capital,  and 
which  continued  in  fome  degree 
till  about  the  2<:thof  lafl  month  has 
afforded'  much  amufement  to  tra¬ 
vellers  Unacquainted  with  this  won¬ 


derful  operation  of  nature,  but 
no  new  circumRance-  that  could 
juRify  my  troubling  you  with  a 
lei  ter  on  the  fubjebt.  The  lava 
either  overflowed  the  rim  of  the 
crater,  or  iffiied  from  fmall  A  flu  res 
on  its  borders,  on  that  tide  which 
faces  the  mountain  of  Somma,  and 
ran  more  or  iefs  in  one,  a  fid  at 
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times  in  three  or  four  channels, 
regularly  formed,  down  the  flanks 
of  the  conical  part  of  the  volcano  ; 
fometimes  defcending  and  fpreading 
itfelf  in  the  valley  between  the 
two  mountains  ;  and  once,  when 
the  eruption  was  in.  its  greateft 
force,  in  the  month  of  November 
lafl,  the  lava  defcended  ftill  lower, 
and  did  fome  damage  to  the  vine- 
yards,  and  cultivated  parts  at  the 
foot  of  Vefuvius,  towards  the  vil¬ 
lage  of  St.  Seballiano  ;  but  gene¬ 
rally  the  lava,  not  being  abundant, 
hopped  and  cooled  before  it  was 
able  to  reach  the  valley.  By  the 
accumulation  of  thefe  lavas  on 
the  flanks  of  Vefuvius,  its  form  has 
Been  gt%itly  altered;  and  by  the 
Frequent  explofion  of  fcoriae  and 
afnes,  a  coniiderable  mountain  has 
been  formed  within  the  crater,  which 
now  riling  much  above  its  rim 
has  likewife  given  that  part  of  the 
..mountain  a  new  appearance.  Juft 
before  I  left  Naples,  in  May  1783, 
I  was  at  the  top  of  Vefuvius.  The 
crater  was  certainly  then  more 
than  250  feet  deep,  and  was  im¬ 
practicable,  its  (ides  being  nearly 
perpendicular.  This  eruption,  how¬ 
ever,  has  been  as  fatisfaclorv  as 
could  be  defired  by  the  inhabitants 
of  this  city,  a  prodigious  quantity 
of  lava  having  been  difgorged  ; 
which  matter,  confined  within  the 
bowels  of  the  earth,  would  pro¬ 
bably  have  occalion-ed  tremors  ;  and 
even  flight  ones  might  prove  fatal 
to  Naples,  whofe  houfes  are,  in 
general,  very  high,  ill  built,  and  a 
great  number  in  almoft  every  ftreet 
already  fupported  by  props,  hav¬ 
ing  either  buffered  by  former  earth¬ 
quakes,  or  from  the  loofe  volcanic 
foil’s  having  been  wafhed  from  un¬ 
der  their  foundations  by  the  tor¬ 
rents  of  rain  water  from  the  high 
grounds  which  fur  round  Naples, 


and  on  which  a  great  part  of  the 
town  itfelf  is  built. 

“  From  the  time  of  the  laff 
formidable  eruption  of  Mount  Ve¬ 
fuvius,  in  Aug  all  1779  (deferibed 
in  one  of  my  former  communica¬ 
tions  to  the  Royal  Society)  to  this 
day,  1  have,  with  the  adi fiance 
of  the  Father  Arnonio  Piaggi,  kept 
an  exad  diary  of  the  operations  of 
Vefuvius,  with  drawings,  (hewing, 
by  the  quantity  of  fmoke,  the  de¬ 
grees  of  fermentation  of  the  vol¬ 
cano  ;  alfo  the  courfe  of  the  lavas 
during  this  lad  eruption,  and  the 
changes  that  have  been  made  in 
the  form  of  the  mountain  itfelf  by 
the  lavas  and  fcoriae  that  have  been 
ejected.  This  journal  is  becoming 
very  curious  and  mterefling  ;  it  is 
remarkably  fo  wrh  refped  to  the 
pointing  out  a  variety  of  lingular 
effects  that  different  currents  of  air 
have  upon  the  fmoke  that  iffues 
from  the  crater  of  Vefuvius.  ele¬ 
vated  more  than  3600  feet  above 
the  level  of  the  fea  :  buy  except 
the  fmoke  incrcaling  coniiderably 
and  con  dandy  when  the  lea  is 
agitated,  and  the  wind  blows  from 
that  quarter,  the  operations  of 
Vefuvius  appear  to  be  very  capri¬ 
cious  and  uncertain.  One  day  there 
will  be  the  appearance  of  a  violent 
fermentation,  and  the  next  all  is 
calmed  again :  but  whenever  the 
fmoke  has  been  attended  with  con- 
liderable  ejedions  of  fcorite  and 
cinders,  1  have  conflantly  obferved, 
that  the  lava  has  foon  after  made 
its  appearance,  either  by  boiling 
ovef  the  crater,  or  forcing  its 
paffage  through  crevices  in  the  co¬ 
nical  part  of  the  volcano.  As  long 
as  I  remain  in  this  country,  and 
have  the  neceffary  alii  If  nee  of  the 
above-mentioned  ingenious  monk 
(who  is  as  excellent  a  draughtfmari 
as  he  is  an  accurate  and  diligent 
G  2  ob fewer) 
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obferver)  the  Vefuvian  diary  fhali  lake  furniflies  abundance  of  filft, 
be  continued  ;  and  I  hope  one  day  but  not  of  the  bell  quality :  a  few 
to  have  the  honour  of  prefenting  large  trout,  but  moftly  tench, 
thefe  curious  manufcripts  (which  barbel,  and  dace.  In  the  (hallow 
berm  now  to  be  voluminous)  to  water  on  the  borders  of  the  lake,  I 
the  Royal  Society,  if  it  fhould  faw  thoufands  of  water  fnakes, 
think  them  worthy  of  a  place  in  the  purfuing  and  preying  upon  little 
library  of  the  Society.  filh  like  our  thornbacks,  but  much 

44  Having  never  had  an  oppor-  better  armed,  though  their  defer- 
tunity  of  examining  the  i (lands  of  live  weapons  feemed  to  avail  them 
ponza,  Palmarole,  Zannone,  and  but  little  again  ft  fuch  ravenous 
other  (mail  illands,  or  rather  rocks,  foes. 

fituated  between  the  bland  of  44  I  went  with  torches  into  the 
Ventotiene  and  Monte  Circello,  emiftary  of  Claudius  as  far  as  I 
near  Teracina,  on  the  continent  ;  could.  It  is  a  covered  under¬ 
and  thinking  that  by  a  tour  of  ground  canal,  three  miles  long, 
thofe  illands  I  Ihould  be  enabled  and  great  part  of  it  cut  through  a 
to  render  my  former  obfervations  hard  rock  7  the  other  part  fupport- 
more  complete,  and  to  communicate  ed  by  mafonry,  with  wells  funk  to 
fome  account  of  the  only  volcanic  give  air  and  light.  According  to 
parts  of  this  neighbourhood  hi-  Suetonius,  Claudius  employed  30 
therto  undefcribcd,  I  determined  thoufand  men  eleven  years  on  this 
to  take  advantage  of  the  abfence  great  work,  intended  to  convey 
of  their  Sicilian  m-ajefties  (who  the  fuperfluous  water  of  the  lake 
Were  then  making  the  tour  of  Italy)  into  the  bed  of  the  river  Liris, 
and  vifit  thefe  illands.  But  before  now  called  Garigliano  ;  and  I  make 
I  put  this  plan  in  execution,  I  no  doubt,  but  that  if  it  was  cleared 
made  a  long  excurfton  in  the  pro-  arid  repaired,  it  would  again,  an- 
vince  of  Abruzzo,  as  far  as  the  fwer  that  purpofe. 
lake  of  Celano,  anciently  called  44  In  its  prefent  (late  it  is  a  moft 
Fucinus,  and  where  the  famous  magnificent  monument  of  anti- 
©miliary  of  the  emperor  Claudius  quity. 

(a  moft  ftupendous  work  for  drain-  44  The  whole  country  from  Ar« 
ing  that  lake)  remains  nearly  pino,  the  native  place  of  Marius, 
entire,  though  filled  up  with  rub-  by  Ifola,  Sora,  Civitella,  and  Ca- 
F) i ill  and  earth  in  many  parts,  and  piftrello,  to  the  lake  of  Celano,  is, 
of  courfe  ulelefs*  The  water  of  in  my  opinion,  infinitely  more 
this  lake,,  which  is  more  .than  30  beautiful  and  pidtureique  than  any 
miles  in  circumference,  increafes  fpot  I  have  yet  feen  on  the  Alps,  in 
daily,  and  is  deftroying  the  rich  Savoy,  Switzerland,  or  the  Tyrol, 
and  cultivated  plains  on  its  borders.  The  road  is  not  payable  for  car- 
It  is  furrounded  by  very  high  riages,  and  indeed  is  fcarcely  fo, 
mountains,  many  of  them  covered  even  in  fummer,  for  horfes  or 
with  fnow,  and  at  the  foot  of  mules,  and  is  often  infelled  with 
them  are  many  villages,  and  rich  banditti ;  a  party  of  which,  con- 
and  well  cultivated  farms.  Upon  lifting  of  twenty-two,  had  quar- 
the  whole,  it  is  the  moft  beautiful  tered  themfelves  in  a  village  which 
take  I  ever  faw,  and  would  be  I  palled  through,  and  left  it  but  a 
complete,  if  the  neighbouringmoun-  week  before  my  arrival.  There 
tains  were  better  wooded.  This  are  manv  wolves,  and  fome  bears 
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in  the  adjacent  mountain's,  which 
alfo  commit  their  depredations  in 
the  winter.  The  tyger-cat,  gatto- 
pardo,  or  lynx,  is  fomctimes  found 
in  the  woods  of  this  part  of 
Abruzzo. 

u  The  road  follows  the  windings 
of  the  Garigliano,  which  is  here 
a  beautiful  clear  trout  ft  ream,  with 
a  great  variety  of  cafeades  and 
water-falls,  particularly  a  double 
one  at  Kola,  near  which  place  Ci¬ 
cero  had  a  villa,  and  there  are  ftill 
forae  remains  of  it,  though  convert¬ 
ed  to  a  chapel.  The  valley  is 
extenlive,  and  rich  with  fruit  trees, 
corn,  vines,  and  olives.  Large 
tracts  of  land  are  here  and  there 
covered ^kvith  woods  of  oak  and 
cheftnut,  all  timber  trees  of  the 
largeft  fize.  The  mountains  neareft 
the  valley  rife  gently,  and  are 
adorned  with  either  modern  caftlcs, 
towns,  and  villages,  or  the  ruins  of 
ancient  ones.  The  next  range  of 
mountains,  riling  behind  thefe,  are 
covered  with  pines,  larches,  and 
inch  trees  and  fhrubs.  as  ufually 
abound  in  a  like  fituation  :  and 
above  them  a  third  range  of  moon- 
tains  and  rocks,  being-  the  mod; 
elevated  part  of  the  Apennine,  rift 
much  higher,  and,  being  covered 
"with  eternal  fnow,  make  a  beautiful 
contrail  with  the  rich  valley  above 
mentioned  ;  and  the  fnow  is  at 
fo  great  a  alliance,  as  not  to  give 
that  uncomfortable  chill  to  the  air, 
which  I  have  always  found  in  the 
narrow  vallies  of  the  Alps  and  the 
Tyrol. 

44  On  the  15th  of  Augn ft  laft  I 
went  in  a  felucca  to  the  ifland  of 
Ifchia.  I  have  nothing  to  add  to 
my  former  obfervations  on  this 
ifland,  already  communicated  to 
the  Royal  Society,  except  that 
about  hxty  yawls  from  the  fhore, 
at  a  place  called  St,  Angelo,  fituated 
between  the  towns  of  Ifchia  and 


Furia,  a  column  of  boiling  water 
bubbles  upon  the  futface  of  the  lea 
with  great  force,  and  communicates 
its  heat  to  the  water  of  the  fea 
near  it ;  but  as  the  wind  was  very 
high,  and  the  furf  considerable,  I 
was  not  able  then  to  examine  this 
curious  fpot  as  [  could  have  w idled, 
but  will  return  there  on  purpofe 
fotne  other  time.  The  inhabitants 
of  the  neighbourhood  told  me, 
that  it  always  boiled  up  in  the  fame 
manner,  winter  and  fumraer ;  and 
that  it  was  of  great  ufe  to  them 
in  bending  their  planks  for  fhip- 
building  ;  and  that  the  fifliermen 
alfo  frequently  made  ufe  of  this 
natural  cauldron  to  boil  their  hfhu 
Though  I  have  palled  at  different 
times  many  weeks  in  the  ifland  of 
Ifchia,  I  never  before  heard  of  this 
phaenomenon  ;  but  in  my  deferip- 
tion  of  this  ifland  mention  is  made 
of  feveral  fpots  where,  near  the 
fhore,  I  had  found,  when  bathing 
in  the  fea,  the  land  under  my  feet 
fo  hot  as  t@  oblige  me  to  retire 
hailily.  This  boiling  fpring  re¬ 
minds  me  of  one  near  Viterbo  in 
the  Roman  State,  which  I  have 
feen,  and  is  called  the  Bulicame. 
It  is  a  circular  pool  of  about  fixty 
feet  in  diameter,  and  exceedingly 
deep,  the  water  of  which  is  con- 
ftantiy  boiling.  It  is  fituated  in 
a  plain  l'urrounded  by  volcanic 
mountains.  A  bony  concretion 
floats  on  the  furface  of  the  pool, 
which  being  carried  off  by  the 
fuperfiuous  water  is  depofited,  and 
is  conftantly  forming  a  labes  or 
tuffa,  of  which  all  the  foil  around 
the  pool  is  com  poled. 

44  The  1 8th  of  Auguft  I  arrived 
at  the  ifland  of  Ventotiene,  about 
twenty-five  miles  from  Ifchia.  It 
is  greatly  improved  lince  my 
former  vilit,  feven  or  eight  year? 
ago,  when  his  Sicilian  majefty  hr  it 
planted  a  little  colony  there.  It 
Q  3  v  then 
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then  produced  neither  corn  nor 
wine ;  now  it  fur  nifties  annually 
at  lead:  feventy  butts  of  wine  and 
two  thoufand  tomoli  of  corn.  The 
foil  is  remarkably  fertile,  from 
whence  it  probably  took  its  ancient 
Greek  name  of  Pandataria.  Phis 
ifland  contains  at  prefent  more  than 
th  ree  hundred  inhabitants.  I  will 
mention  a  curious  circumftance  in 
the  natural  hiftory  of  birds,  of 
which  I  was  informed  by  an  of¬ 
ficer  of  the  garrifon  of  Ventotiene 
who  is  a  great  fportfman,  and 
flioots  oiten  in  the  iiland  of  St, 
Stefano,  inhabited  only  by  hawks, 
and  a  large  kind  of  fea-gulls  ; 
but  is  Occalionally  vilited,  as  a 
reding  place  by  divers  forts  of  birds 
of  paffage.  In  the  month  of  May 
great  flights  of  quails  arrive  there 
from  Africa,  fpent  with  fatigue ; 
and  many  of  them  fall  an  eafy  prey 
for  the  hawks  and  fea  gulls  ;  but, 
as  their  arrival  depends  upon  one 
prevailing  wind,  there  is  often  an 
interval  of  many  days  between  one 
flight  and  another.  My  informer 
a fuu  ed  me,  that  the  hawks  con- 
ftantlv,  during  the  flights,  make  a 
provilion  of, each  day’s  prey,  lay¬ 
ing  them  up  in  feparate  heaps  of 
fix  or  feven  near  their  haunts,  al¬ 
ways  feeding  flrfl  upon  thofe  of  the 
old  eft  date.  The  fea  gulls  have 
not  the  fame  forefight,  but  g>ee- 
<Hy  fail  upon  their  unhappy  vie- 
ti ms  ip  their  languid  ftate  before 
they  reach  the  fhore,  and,  having 
beat  them  down  into  the  fea, 
fwallpw  numbers  of  them  whole. 
Extraordinary  as  this  may  appear, 
yet  as  faefts  related  by  perfons  of 
credibility  in  any  branch  of  natural 
hiftory  are  always  pleating,  I 
thought  you  would  excufe  this  di- 
greffion.  Give  me  leave  likewife 
to  add,  for  the  information  of  the 
' curious  in  antiquities,  that,  during 
my  flay  in  the  iiland  of  Ventotiene, 


I  got  out  of  the  ruins  of  an  elegant 
ancient  bath  (fuppofed  to  have  been 
built  for  the  ufe  of  Julia,  daughter 
of  Auguftus,  whilfl  file  was  in  exile 
here)  a  fragment  of  a  tile,  on 
which  are  flamped  the  following 
characters  in  baffo  relievo, 

H  ACINI 
IVLIAI 

AVGVS.  F 

which,  according  to  the  interpre¬ 
tation  of  a  celebrated  antiquary  at 
Naples,  mean  Opus  Hacini  ad 
commodum  Balnei  julire  Augulbe 
factum.  I  was  informed,  that  fe- 
veral  entire  tiles,  with  a  like  in- 
ferip  ion,  had  been  dug  up  on  the 
fame  fpot,  and  had  been  made  ufe 
of  in  building  the  church  and  bar¬ 
racks  newly  eredled  in  this  ifland. 
Another  fragment  of  a  tile  was 
likewife  found  here,  and  given  to 
me,  with  the  following  infeription ; 

SAB.  API, 

which  the  fame  antiquary  explains, 
Sabinre  Auguftre,  Pise  Imperatrici 
dicatum  Balneum  ;  but,  I  believe, 
there  is  no  mention,  in  ancient 
authors  of  Sabina  having  been  at 
Pandataria ;  of  fulia’s  banifhment 
to  this  ifland  there  can  j be  no 
doubt. 

u  Between  Ventotiene  and  the 
ifland  of  Ponza,  and  from  the  lat¬ 
ter  at  the  diflance  of  about  twelve 
miles,  a  group  of  rocks  rife  feveral 
feet  above  the  furface  of  the  fea. 
They  are  called  the  Botte,  and  are 
gompofed  of  a  compadt  lava ; 
probably  they  are  the  (mall  remains 
of  another  volcanic  ifland,  the 
fofter  parts  of  which  may  have 
been  carried  off  and  levelled  by  the 
aeftion  of  the  fea,  which  is  open  and 
violent  here. 

11  The  20th  of  Auguft  I  arrived 
at  the  ifland  of  Ponza,  about 
thirty  miles  from  Ventotiene,  and 
the  next  day  I  went  round  it  in 

my 
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my  boat.  It  is  near  five  miles 
long :  its  greateft  breadth  not  more 
than  half  a  mile,  and  in  fome  parts 
not  more  than  five  hundred  feet. 
It  is  furrounded  by  innumerable 
detached  rocks,  fome  of  them  very 
high,  and  moil  of  which  are  of 
lava  ;  in  many  are  regularly  for  til¬ 
ed  bafaites,  but  none  in  large  co¬ 
lumns.  In  fome  parts  the  bafaites 
have  a  reddifh  tint  of  iron  ochre, 
are  very  linall,  and  irregularly 
laid  one  over  another.  Some  unifies 
of  them  are  in  a  perpendicular, 
others  in  an  horizontal,  and  others 
again  in  an  inclined  pofition  t  and 
the  rocks  themfelve--,  in  which 
thefe  mafies  are  found,  are  lava 
of  the  faaqp  nature  as  the  bafaites. 
At  fir  ft  fight  thefe  rocks  have  very 
much  the  appearance  of  the  ruins 
of  ancient  Roman  brick  or  rather 
tile  buildings.  One  rock  is  com- 
pofed  of  large  fpherieal  bafaites  ; 
and  in  many  parts  of  the  ifiand 
I  found  the  lava  had  inclined  to 
take  the  like  fpherieal  form,  though 
on  a  much  (mailer  fcale,  fome  of 
the  fir  id  mentioned  round  bafaites 
being  near  two  feet  in  diameter. 
All  thefe  rocks  have  certainly  been 
detached  by  the  adtion  of  the  fea 
from  the  ifiand,  which  is  entirely 
compofedof  volcanic  matter,  lava’s, 
and  tuffa’s,  of  various  qualities  and 
tints,  green,  yellow,  black,  and 
white.  Some  of  the  tuffa’s,  as 
well  as  the  lava’s,  are  of  a  texture 
more  compact  than  others  ;  and 
in  fome  parts  ofbhe  ifiand  great 
tradts  feein  to  have  undergone  the 
lame  operation  as  is  in  full  force 
at  a  fpot  called  the  Pifciarelli  ;  on 
the  outlide  of  the  SoUaterra,  near 
Puzzole,  and  where  a  hot  fulphu- 
yeous  vitriolic  acid  vapour  converts 
all  which  it  penetrates,  whether 
lava’s,  tuffa’s,  volcanic  ad.es,  or 
pumice  ftoncs,  into  a  pure  clay, 


mofily  white,  or  with  a  light  tint 
of  red,  blue,  green,  or  yellow. 

“  In  one  part  of  the  ifiand  there 
is  a  fort  of  tufla,  remarkably  good 
for  the  purpofe  of  building.  It  is 
as  hard  as  our  Bath  Hone,  and 
nearly  of  the  fame  colour,  without 
any  mixture  of  fragments  of  lava 
or  pumice  Hone,  which  ufually 
abound  in  the  tuffa’s  in  the  neigh¬ 
bourhood  of  Naples,  Baia,  and 
Puzzole. 

u  When  I  was  laft  in  England, 
1  enquired  of  many  of  the  manu- 
fadturers  of  glafs,  whether  it  had 
ever  happened,  that  the  glafs,  cool¬ 
ing  in  their  furnaces  had  taken  any 
diftindt  forms  like  prifms  or  crys¬ 
tallizations  ;  but  I  got  no  fatis- 
fadtory  anfwer  until  I  applied  to 
rhe  ingenious  Mr.  Parker,  of  Fleet- 
ft.reet,  who  not  only  informed  me, 
that,  fome  years  ago,  a  quantity 
of  his  flint  glafs  had  been  rendered 
unferviceable  by  taking  fuch  a  form 
in  cooling;  but  alio  gave  me  fe- 
veral  curious  fpecimens  of  the  glafs 
it  1  elf ;  fome  of  them  are  in  lam  in  re, 
which  may  he  eafily  feparated  ; 
and  others  refemble  ballaltic  co¬ 
lumns  in  miniature^  having  regu¬ 
lar  faces.  I  was  much  plea  fed  with 
this  diferivery,  proving  to  me  be> 
yond  a  doubt,  the  volcanic  origin 
of  moll  bafiiltes.  Many  of  the 
rocks  of  lava  of  the  ifiand  of  Ponza 
are,  with  refpedt  to  their  configu¬ 
rations,  ftrikingly  like  the  fpecR 
mens  of  Mr*  Parker’s  above  men¬ 
tioned  glafs,  none  being  very  re¬ 
gularly  formed  bafaites,  blit  all 
having  a  tendency  towards  it.  Mr, 
Parker  could  not  account  for  the 
accident  that  occafioned  his  glafs 
to  take  the  bafaltic  forms  ;  but.  X 
have  remarked  both  in  Sicily  and  at 
Naples,  that  fuch  lavas  as  have 
run  into  the  fea,  are  either  formed 
into  regular  bafiiltes,  or  have  a 
G  4  great 
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great  tendency  towards  fuch  a 
form.  The  lava’s  of  Mount  Etna, 
which  ran  into  the  fca  near  lacci, 
as  appears  in  my  account  of  them 
in  the  Campi  Phiegrafi,  are  perfect 
bafaites ;  and  a  lava  that  ran  into 
the  fea  from  Mount  Vefuvius,  near 
Torre  del  Greco,  in  1631,  has  an 
evident  tendency  to  the  bafaltic 
forms.  On  Mount  Vefuvius,  I 
never  found  any  thing  like  columns 
of  bafaites,  except  the  above  men¬ 
tioned  at  Torre  del  Greco,  and 
fome  fragments  of  very  complete 
ones,  which  I  picked  up  near  the 
crater,  after  the  eruption  of  1779, 
and  which  had  been  thrown  out  of 
the  mouth  of  the  volcano.. 

u  The  illand  of  Palmarole,  which 
is  about  four  miles  from  Ponza,  is 
not  much  more  than  a  mile  in  cir¬ 
cumference,  is  compofed  of  the 
fame  volcanic  matter,  and  proba¬ 
bly  was  once  a  part  of  Ponza  ;  and 
indeed  it  appears  as  if  the  ifland  of 
Zannone,  which  lies  at  about  the 
fame  di fiance  from  the  illand  of 
Ponza,  was  once  likewife  a  part  of 
the  fame  ifland  of  Ponza;  for  ma¬ 
ny  rocks  of  lava  rife  above  water 
in  a  line  between  the  two  lad  men¬ 
tioned  illands,  and  the  water  is 
much  fhallower  there  than  in  the 
other  parts  of  the  gulf  of  Terra- 
cina. 

u  The  ifland  of  Zannone  is  larg- 
er  and  much  higher  than  Palma¬ 
role,  and  the  half  of  the  ifland 
neareft  the  continent  is  compofed 
of  a  lime  done,  exactly  fimilar  to 
that  of  the  Apennines,  on  the  con¬ 
tinent  near  it  ;  the  other  half  is 
compofed  of  lava’s  and  tuffa’s,  re- 
fembling  in  every  refpedt  the  foil  of 
the  other  iflands  juft  deferibed.. 
Neither  Palmarole,  nor  Zannone 
are  inhabited;  but  the  latter  fur- 
nifhes  brufhwocd  in  abundance  for 
the  ufe  of  the  inhabitants  of  Pon- 
'»a,  whole  number,  including  the 


garrifon,  amounts  to  near  feven* 
teen  hundred*  The  uninhabited 
illand  of  St.  Stefano  furnidies  fuel 
in  the  like  manner  for  the  inhabit¬ 
ants  of  Ventotiene. 

u  It  is  probable,  that  thefe  id- 
lands  and  rocks  may  in  time  be  le- 
veiled  by  the  adtion  of  the  fea. 
Ponza,  in  its  prefent  date,  is  the 
mere  fkeleton  of  a  volcanic  ifland, 
as  lit!  le  more  than  its  harder  vitri¬ 
fied  parts  remain,  and  they  feem  to 
be  flowly  and  gradually  moulder¬ 
ing;  awav.  Other  new  volcanic 
iflands  may  likewife  be  produced  in 
thefe  parts. 

“  The  gulfs  of  Gaeta  and  Ter- 
racina  may,  in  the  courfe  of  time, 
become  another  Camp©  Felice  ;  for, 
as  has  been  mentioned  in  one  of  my 
former  communications  on  this  fub- 
jedt,  their  rich  and  fertile  plain  fo 
called,  which  extends  from  the  bay 
of  Naples  to  the  Apennines,  be¬ 
hind  Caferta  and  Capua,  has  evi¬ 
dently  been  entirely  formed  by  a 
fucceffion  of  fuch  volcanic  erup¬ 
tions.  Vefuvius,  the  Solfaterra, 
and  the  high  volcanic  ground  on 
which  great  part  of  this  city  is 
built,  were  once  probably  iflands  ; 
and  we  may  conceive  the  iflands  of 
Piocita,  Ifchia,  Ventotiene,  Pal- 
rnarole,  Ponza,  and  Zannone,  to 
be  the  outline  of  a  new  portion  of 
land,  intended  by  nature  to  be  add¬ 
ed  to  the  neighbouring  continent  ; 
and  the  Lipari  iflands  (all  of  which 
are  volcanic)  may  he  looked  upon 
in  the  lame  light  with  refpedt  to  a 
future  intended  addition  of  territo¬ 
ry  to  the  ifland  of  Sicily.  ' 

“  The  more  opportuni  ies  I  have, 
of  examining  this  volcanic  coun¬ 
try,  the  more  I  am  convinced  of 
the  truth  of  what  1  have  already 
ventured  to  advance,  which  is,, 
that  volcanos  fhould  be  confidered, 
in  a  creative  rather  than  in  a  de- 
ftru.btive  light.  Many  new  difeo- 

verier 
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veries  have  been  made  of  late  years, 
particularly  in  the  South  Seas,  of 
illands  which  owe  their  birth  to 
volcanic  explofions ;  and  fome,  in¬ 
deed,  where  the  volcanic  fire  hill 
operates.  I  am  led  to  believe,  that 
upon  further  examination,  moft  of 
the  elevated  illands  at  a  confide  r- 
able  dillance  from  continents  would 
be  found  to  have  a  volcanic  origin  ; 
as  the  low  and  fiat  illands  appear  in 
general  to  have  been  formed  of  the 
[polls  of  fea  productions,  fuch  as 
corals,  madrepores,  &c.  Bur  i 
will  hop  he>e,  and  not  deviate  from 
he  plan  which  I  have  hitherto 
fridtly  followed,  of  reporting  faith¬ 
fully  to  my^earned  brethren  of  rhe 
Royal  Society  fuch  fadts  only  as 
:ome  immediately  under  my  own 
Dbfervation,  and  as  I  think  may  be 
worthy  of  their  notice,  and  leave 
hem  at  full  liberty  to  reafon  upon 
::  :hem. 

44  We  may  flatter  ourfelves,  as  a 
i  very  great  progrefs  has  been  made 
T  late  years  in  the  knowledge  of 
I  volcanoes,  that  by  combining  fuch 
i obfervations  as  we  are  already  in 
aofieffion  of,  with  thofe  which  may 
3e  made  hereafter,  in  the  four  quar- 
:ers  of  the  world  (in  all  of  which 
nature  feems  to  have  operated  in  a 
,ike  manner),  a  much  better  theory 
nf  the  earth  may  be  eftablifhed  than 
:he  miferable  ones  that  have  hi¬ 
therto  appeared. 

44  Thofe  who  have  not  had  an 
opportunity  of  examining  a  volca¬ 
nic  country,  as  I  have  for  more 
ban  twenty  years,  would  little  lul- 
oecl,  that  many  curious  productions 
md  combinations  of  lava’s  and  tuf¬ 
a’s  were  of  a  volcanic  origin  ;  e- 
;  pecially  when  they  have  undergone 
i  various  chemical  operations  of  na- 
ure,  fome  of  which,  as  i  have  men- 
:  ioned  in  a  former  communication 
1$  tyell  as  in  this,  have  b^en  capa¬ 


ble  of  converting  tuffa’s,  lava’s,  and 
pumice  ftone,  into  the  pureft  clay. 

44  I  have  remarked,  that  young 
obfervers  in  this  branch  of  natural 
hiftory  are  but  too  apt  to  fall  into 
the  dangerous  error  of  limiting  the 
order  of  nature  to  their  confined  i~ 
deas  :  for  example,  fhould  they 
fufpect  a  mountain  to  have  been  a 
volcano,  they  immediately  climb 
to  its  fummit  to  feek  for  the  crater, 
and  if  they  neither  find  one,  or  a- 
ny  figns  of  lava  or  pumice  ftone, 
direcftly  conclude  fuch  a  mountain 
not  to  be  volcanic  :  whereas,  only 
fuppofe  Mount  Etna  to  have  ceafed 
erupting  for  many  ages,  and  that 
half  of  its  conical  part  fhould  have 
mouldered  away  by  time  (which 
would  naturally  be  the  confe- 
quence)  and  the  harder  parts  re¬ 
main  in  points,  forming  an  im- 
menfe  circuit  of  mountains  (Etna 
extending  at  its  balls  more  than  one 
hundred  and  fifty  miles)  ;  fuch  an 
obferver  as  I  have  juft  mentioned 
would  certainly  not  find  a  crater 
on  the  top  of  any  of  thefe  moun¬ 
tains,  and  his  ideas  would-be  too 
limited  to  conceive,  that  this  whole 
range  of  mountains  were  only  part 
of  what  once  conftituted  a  complete 
cone  and  crater  of  a  volcano.  It 
cannot  be  too  ftrongly  recommend¬ 
ed  to  obfervers  in  this,  as  well  as  in 
every  other  branch  of  natural  hiL 
toiy,  not  to  be  over  hafty  in  theisr 
decifions,  nor  to  attribute  every 
production  they  meet  with  to  a  fin- 
gle  operation  of  nature,  when  per¬ 
haps  it  has  undergone  various,  of 
which  I  have  given  examples  in  the 
ill  and  which  has  been  the  principal, 
fubjedt  of  this  letter.  That  which 
was  one  day  in  a  calcareous  ftate 
and  formed  by  an  infetft  in  the  fea* 
becomes  vitrified  in  another,  by  the 
adtion  of  the  volcanic  fire,  and  the 
addition  of  fome  natural  ingredi¬ 
ents^ 
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cuts,  fuch  as  fea  Hits  and  weeds* 
and  is  again  transformed  to  a  pure 
clay  by  another  curious  procefs  of 
nature.  The  naturalitt  may  indeed 
decide  as  to  the  prefent  quality  of 
any  natural  -production  ;  but  it 
would  be  prefumption  in  him  to 
decide  as  to  its  former  dates.  As 
far  as  I  can  judge  in  this  curious 
country,  active  nature  leems  to  be 
conflantly  employed  in  competing, 
decompolitig,  and  recompoiing  ; 
but  finely  for  all-wife  and  benevo- 

a 

lent  purpofes,  though  on  a  fcale 
perhaps,  much  too  great  and  ex- 
ten  live  for  our  weak  and  limited 
com  pre  hen  lion. 

“  Polffcript. 

ii  The  earth  is  not  yet  fo  perfectly 
quiet  in  Calabria  and  at  Medina,  as 
to  encourage  the  inhabitants  to  be¬ 
gin  to  rebuild  their  houfes,  and 
they  continue  to  live  in  wooden 
barracks.  There  has,  however, 
been  no  earthquake  of  confequence 


during  thefe  laid  three  months* 
My  conjecture,  that  the  volcanic 
matter  (which  was  luppofed  to  have 
occasioned  the  1  te  earthquakes) 
had  vented  itfelf  at  the  bottom  of 
the  fea  between  Calabria  and  Sicily, 
feerns  to  have  been  verified  ;  for  the 
pilot  of  one  of  his  Sicilian  Majefty’s 
fciabecques,  having  fome  time  after 
the  earthquakes  calf  anchor  off  the 
point  of  Palizzi,  where  he  had  oft¬ 
en  anchored  in  twenty-five  fathom 
water,  found  no  bottom  till  he 
came  to  lixty-five  fathom,  and  hav¬ 
ing  founded  for  two  miles  out  at 
fea  towards  the  point  of  Spartiyen- 
to,  in  Calabria,  he  Hill  found  the 
fame  considerable  alteration  in  the 
depth  of  the  fea.  The  inhabitants 
of  Palizzi  likewife  declare,  that 
during  the  gieat  earthquake  of  the 
tth  of  February,  1783,  the  fea  had 
frothed  .  nd  boiled  up  tremendouf- 
ly  off  their  point.” 


ACCOUNT  of  a  New  ELECTRICAL  FISH,  in  a  Letter  from  Lieu¬ 
tenant  William  Paterson,  to  Sir  Joseph  Banks,  Bart*  P.  R*  S. 

[From  the  fame  Publication.] 


W  ^  at  ^ie  <ffi  i°“ 

V  V  hanna,  one  of  the  Como- 
ra  iflands,  in  my  way  to  the  Eail 
Indies,  w  th  the  98th  regiment,  I 
met  with  an  eLCtrical  fifh,  which 
has  hitherto  efcaped  the  obfervarion 
of  natural  ills,  and  fee  ms  in  many 
refpeCts  to  differ  from  the  electrical 
Hfhes  already  deferihed  ;  which  in¬ 
duces  me  to  fend  you  the  following 
account  of  it,  with  a  very  imper¬ 
fect  drawing,  and  to  beg  that,  if 
you  think  it  deferves  attention,  you 
will  do  me  the  honour  of  p relent¬ 
ing  it  to  the  Royal  Society.  The 
halation  of  a  lubaltern  officer,  in 


an  army  upon  foreign  fervice,  will, 
I  hope,  fufficiently  apologize  tor 
my  fending  you  lb  very  imperfect  a 
Sketch  of  the  fifh,  which  was  m  tie 
in  the  field,  in  a  hot  climate,  un¬ 
der  every  disadvantage, 

“  The  fifh  is  feven  inches  long, 
two  inches  and  a  half  broad,  has  a 
long  projecting  mouth,  and  feerns 
to  be  of  the  genus  Tetrodon.  The 
back  of  the  fifli  is  a  dark  brown 
colour,  the  belly  part  of  fea-green, 
the  tides  yellow,  and  the  fins  and 
tail  of  a  fandy  green.  The  body 
is  interfperied  with  red,  green, 
and  white  lpots,  the  white  one's 

particularly 
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articular! y  bright ;  the  eyes  large, 
ie  iris  red,  its  outer  edge  tinged 
'ith  yellow. 

44  The  ifland  of  Johanna  is  fitu- 
:ed  in  latitude  120  13'  fouth. 
'he  coaft  is  wholly  compofed  of 
mal  rocks,  which  are  in  many 
laces  hollowed  by  the  fea.  In 
lefe  cavities  I  found  feveral  of  the 
.e&rical  fillies.  The  water  is  a- 
out  ^6°  or  60^  of  heat  of  Fahren- 
eit’s  thermometer.  I  caught  two 
f  them  in  a  linen  bag,  clofed  up 
:  one  end,  and  open  at  the  other. 
1  attempting  to  take  one  of  them 
1  my  hand,  it  gave  me  fo  fevere 
.1  electrical  fiiock,  that  I  was  ob- 
ged  to  q  >i,U  my  hold.  I  how> 
/er  fee u red  tmem  both  in  the  linen 
ig,  and  carried  them  to  the  camp, 
hich  was  about  two  miles  diflant. 
pon  my  arrival  there,  one.  of  them 
as  found  to  be  dead,  and  the  o- 
ler  in  a  very  weak  fta:e,  which 


made  me  anxious  to  prove  by  the 
evidence  of  others,  that  it  pollefied 
the  powers  of  electricity,  while  it 
was  \  et  alive.  I  had  it  put  into  a 
tub  of  water,  and  deiired  the  fur- 
geon  of  the  regiment  to  lay  hold  of 
it  between  his  hands  ;  upon  doing 
which  he  received  an  evident  elec¬ 
trical  flroke.  Afterwards  the  adju¬ 
tant  touched  it  with  his  finger  upon 
the  back,  and  felt  a  verv  flight 
fhock,  but  fufficiently  ftrong  to  af- 
certain  the  fad:. 

After  fo  very  imperfeCt  an  ac¬ 
count,  I  will  not  trouble  you  with 
any  obfervations  of  my  own  upon 
this  lingular  fifh  ;  but  beg  you  will 
conlider  this  only  as  a  direction  to 
others,  who  may  hereafter  vilit  that 
ifland,  and  from  their  lituation,  and 
knowledge  in  natural  hiltory,  may 
be  better  able  to  defcribe  the  fifh, 
and  give  an  account  of  its  electri¬ 
cal  organs/’ 


DVERTISEMENT  of  the  expcCted  Return  of  the  COMET  of 
11532  and  1661,  in  the  Year  1788.  By  the  Rev.  Nevil  Maske- 
EYne,  D.  D.  F.  R.  S.  and  Aftronomer  Royal. 

[  From  the  fame  Publication,  ] 


THE  comet  of  1331,  1607, 
and  1682,  having  returned 
It  the  year  1759,  according  to  Dr. 
.alley’s  prediction  in  his  Synoplis 
ftronomiae  Cometicae,  fir  it  pub- 
fned  in  the  Philofophical  Tranf- 
tions  in  1705,  and  re-pnblifhed 
ith  his  Agronomical  1  ables  in 
7  49,  there  is  no  reafon  to  doubt 
at  all  the  other  comets  will  return 
ter  their  proper  periods,  accord* 
g  to  the  remark  of  the  fame  au- 
or. 

44  In  the  fir  ft  edition  of  the  Sy- 

opfis  he  fuppofed  the  comets  of 

53 2  and  1661,  from  the  fimilarity 

/ 

/ 


of  the  elements  of  their  orbits,  to 
be  one  and  the  fame  ;  but  in  the 
fecond  edition  he  has  feemed  to 
ldPn  the  weight  of  his  firll  con¬ 
jecture  by  not  repeating  it.  Pro¬ 
bably  he  thought  it  bell  to  ellabliili 
this  new  point  in  aitronomy,  the 
doCtrine  of  the  revolution  of  comets 
in  elliptic  orb  ts,  as  all  philofophi¬ 
cal  matters  in  the  beginning  fhould 
be,  on  the  molt  certain  grounds  ; 
and  feared  that  ihe  vague  obfer- 
vations  of  the  comet,  made  by 
Appian  in  1532,  might  rather  de¬ 
tract  from,  than  add  to,  the  evi¬ 
dence  arifiug  from  more  certain 

data. 
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data.  Aftronomers,  however,  have 
generally  acquiefced  in  his  firfi: 
conjecture  of  the  comets  of  1532 
mid  1 661  being  one  and  the  fame, 
and  to  expeCt  its  return  to  its  peri- 
helium  accordingly  in  1789. 

44  The  interval  between  the 
paifages  of  the  comet  by  the  peri- 
helium  in  1332  and  1661  is  128 
years,  89  days,  1  hour,  29  minutes 
{32  of  the  years  being  bilfextitej, 
which  added  to  the  time  of  the  pe- 
rihelium  in  1661,  together  with  11 
days  to  reduce  it  from  the  Julian 
to  the  Gregorian  fiyle,  which  we 
bow  life,  brings  out  the  expedited 
time  of  the  next  perihelium  to  be 
April  27th,  1  h.  10'  in  the  year 
3789. 

44  The  periodic  times  of  the 
comet,  which  appeared  in  1531, 
1607,  and  1682,  having  been  of 
76  and  75  years  alternately,  Dr. 
Halley  fuppofed  that  the  fubfe- 
fjuent  period  would  be  of  76  years, 
and  that  it  would  return  in  the  year 
3758  ;  but  upon  conlidering  its 
near  approach  to  Jupiter,  in  its 
defcent  towards  the  fun  in  the  fum- 
mer  of  1 68  r ,  he  found,  that  the 
aCtion  of  Jupiter  upon  the  comet 
was,  for  feveral  months  together, 
equal  to  one-fiftieth  part  of  the  fun 
upon  it,  tending  to  increafe  the 
inclination  of  the  orbit  to  the  plane 
of  the  ecliptic,  and  lengthen  the 
periodic  time.  Accordingly,  the 
inclination  of  the  orbit  was  found 
by  the  oblervations  made  in  the 
following  year  1682  to  be  2/  grea¬ 
ter  than  in  the  year  1607.  The 
effeCt  of  the  augmentation  of  the 
periodic  time  could  not  be  feen  till 
the  next  return,  which  he  fup¬ 
pofed  would  be  protraCted  by  Ju¬ 
piter’s  aCtion  to  the  latter  end 
of  the  year  1758,  or  the  beginning 
of  1739*  M»  Clairaut,  previous 
,  to  its  return,  took  the  pains  to  cal¬ 
culate  the  aCtions  both  of  Jupiter 
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and  Saturn  on  it  during  the  whole 
periods  from  1607  to  1682,  and 
trom  1682  to  1739,  and  thence 
predicted  its  return  to  its  perihe¬ 
lium  by  the  middle  of  April ;  it 
came  about  the  middle  of  March, 
only  a  month  fooner,  which  was  a 
fufficient  approximation  to  the  truth 
in  fo  delicate  a  matter,  and  did 
honour  to  this  great  mathemati¬ 
cian,  and  his  laborious  calcula¬ 
tions. 

44  The  comet  in  queftion  is  al fo, 
from  the  pofition  of  its  orbit, 
liable  to  be  much  diflurbed  both 
by  Jupiter  and  Saturn,  particularly 
in  its  afeent  from  the  fun  after 
palling  its  perihelium,  if  they  fhould 
happen  to  be  near  it,  when  it  ap¬ 
proaches  to  or  erodes  their  orbits ; 
becaufe  it  is  very  near  the  plane 
of  them  at  that  time.  When  it 
paffed  the  orbit  of  Jupiter  in  the 
beginning  of  February  1682,  O.  8, 
it  was  50°  in  confequentia  of  that 
planet ;  and  when  it  paffed  rhe  or¬ 
bit  of  Saturn  in  the  beginning  of 
OCfober  166},  it  was  iy'J  in  con¬ 
fequentia  of  it.  Hence  its  motion 
would  be  accelerated  while  it  was 
approaching  towards  the  orbit  of 
either  planet;  by  its  feparate  aCtion, 
and  retarded  when  it  had  palled  its 
orbit ;  but,  as  it  would  be  fubjetdj- 
ed  to  the  effeCt  of  retardation 
through  a  greater  part  of  its  orbit 
than  to  that  of  acceleration,  the 
former  would  exceed  the  latter, 
and  confequently  the  periodic  time 
would  be  fhortened,;  but  pro¬ 
bably  not  much,  on  account  ot 
the  coniiderable  di fiance  of  the 
comet  fiom  the  planets  when  it 
palled  by  them  ;  and  therefore  we 
may  trill  expeCl  it  to  return  to  its 
perihelium  in  the.  beginning  of  the 
year  1789,  or  the  latter  end  of  the 
year  1  7  88,  and  certainly  fome  time 
before  the  27th  of  April  1789.  But 
of  this  we  fiiall  be  better  informed 

'  after 
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:er  the  end  of  this  year,  from  the 
fwers  to  the  prize  queftion  pro- 
fed  by  the  Royal  Academy  of 
iences  at  Paris,  to  compute  the 
turhances  of  the  comet  of  1532 
d  1 66 1  ?  and  thence  to  predidt  its 
turn. 

4 4  If  it  fiiould  come  to  its  peri- 
iium  on  the  ift  of  January  1789, 
might  probably  be  vifible,  with 
good  acromatic  telefcope,  in  its 
fcent  to  the  fun,  the  middle  of 
ptember  1788,  and  fooner  or 
:er  according  as  its  perihelium 
)uld  be  fooner  or  later.  It  will 
proach  us  from  the  foiuhern 
rts  of  its  orbit,  and  therefore  will 
ft  appear  wi%  conliderable  fouth 
itude  and  fouth  declination  ;  fo 
at  perfons  refiding  nearer  the 
uator  than  we  do,  or  in  fouth 
dtude,  will  have  an  opportunity 
difcovering  it  before  us.  It  is 
.  be  wifhed  that  it  may  bl  fir  ft 
in  by  fome  afcronomer  in  fuch  a 
uation,  and  -  furnifhed  with  pro- 
r  inftruments  for  fettling  its  place 
the  heavens,  the  earlieft  good 
fervations  being  mod  valuable 
r  determining  its  elliptic  orbit, 
d  proving  its  identity  with  the 
rmets  of  1532  and  1661.  The 
;ape  of  Good  Hope  would  be  an 
:eellent  fkuation  for  this  pur- 
.  sfe. 

44  In  order  to  affift  aftronomers 
looking  out  for  this  comet,  I 
uve  here  given  its  heliocentric 
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and  geocentric  longitudes  and  lati¬ 
tudes  and  correfpondent  di fiances 
from  the  fun  and  earth,  on  fuppo- 
fition  that  it  fliall  come  to  its  pe¬ 
rihelium  on  January  ill,  1789. 
But  if  that  fhould  happen  fooner 
or  later,  the  heliocentric  longi¬ 
tudes  and  latitudes  and  diftances 
from  the  fun  will  Hand  good, 
if  applied  to  days,  as  much  ear¬ 
lier  or  later  as  the  time  of  the 
perihelium  may  happen  fooner  or 
later ;  and  the  geocentric  longi¬ 
tudes  and  latitudes  and  diftances 
from  the  earth  mu  ft  be  recomputed 
accordingly.  The  calculations  are 
made  for  a  parabolic  orbit  from  the 
elements  determined  by  Dr.  Halley 
from  Hevelius’s  observations  in 
1661,  only  allowing  for  the  pre- 
ceftion  of  the  equinoxes.  The  e- 
lements  made  ufe  of  were  as  fol¬ 
lows  : 

Time  of  perihelium  January  1, 
1789,  at  noon, 

Perihelium  diftance,  0,44851. 
Place  of  afcendmg  node  2s  24^ 

i8/. 

Inclination  of  orbit  to  the  eclip¬ 
tic  320  36'. 

Perihelium  forwarder  in  orbit 
than  the  afcending  node  330  28b 
Its  motion  is  direct. 

In  the  following  table  are  fei 
down  the  computed  t  Aces  of  the 
comet,  on  fuppofttion  that  it  fhall 
return  to  its  perihelium  January  j* 
1789,  at  noon. 


[no]  PRIMARY  NOTIONS  of  the  MATTER  of  FIRE. 


Times. 

Lift 

from 

0 

Dift. 

from 

the 

earth. 

Heliocen¬ 
tric  lon¬ 
gitude. 

Helio¬ 

centric 

latitude. 

Geocen¬ 
tric  lon¬ 
gitude. 

Geocen¬ 

tric 

latitude. 

Product  of 
diilances 
from  0 
and  earth. 

1788. 

s. 

B.  1V1. 

D. 

M. 

S. 

D.  M 

D. 

M. 

Apr. 

23?  7 

4,  0 

4,52 

1 1 

3 

54 

30 

56S 

1 1 

16 

3° 

27 

5s 

18,07 

June 

4>  1 

3,  5 

3,54 

1 1 

7 

6 

31 

25 

11 

26 

31 

3 1 

4 

12,38 

July 

*4,  5 

3, 

2,57 

1 1 

1 1 

16 

31 

55 

0 

3 

21 

38 

1 1 

7,70 

Aug. 

2,46 

2,75 

2,15 

1 1 

x3 

47 

32 

10 

0 

4 

8 

42 

59 

5,9° 

20,43 

2,  5 

i,79 

r  1 

1 6 

39 

32 

22 

0 

2 

0 

48 

1 6 

4,48 

Sept. 

7,  3 

2,25 

T»5 1 

5 1 

20 

S 

->  y 

3  ~ 

32 

1 1 

25 

6 

53 

28 

3,39 

— 

24>  0 

2, 

1,29 

i  r 

24 

1 6 

32 

36 

1 1 

13 

12 

5  6 

45 

2,58 

Oft 

10,26 

1 ,7.5 

1,13 

r  t 

29 

24 

32 

30 

10 

28 

22 

56 

36 

G75 

26,64 

1,50 

1,01 

0 

5 

32 

4 

10 

T5 

5° 

52 

6 

1,51 

Nov. 

9, 34 

1,25 

0,88 

0 

r4 

19 

3  1 

0 

1 0 

8 

3  6 

46 

47 

I, TO 

2  3,39 

1 1  0 

0,76 

0 

26 

A 

28 

32 

10 

4 

10 

39 

0 

0,76 

Dec. 

7,21 

0,75 

0,62 

1 

58 

22 

29 

9 

29 

18 

27 

45 

0,46 

— 

23,32 

0,50 

0,50 

2 

20 

58 

2 

8 

9 

H 

3 1 

2 

7  S 

0,25 

— __ 

24,35 

o,49 

0,51 

2 

24 

18 

0 

0 

9 

12 

58 

0 

0 

0,2  5 

1789. 

1 

8N 

Jan. 

i,  0 

0,4  c; 

0,^0 

9 

27 

25 

i  17 

17N 

9 

2 

50 

!  17 

1  0,20 

€i  The  lad  obfervation  made  by 
Hevclius  on  the  comet  in  1 66 1  was 
when  its  di (lance  from  the  earth 
was  0,986,  and  from  the  fun  1,37, 
with  what  he  calls  a  very  long  and 
good  telefcope ;  at  which  time  it 
appeared  faint  and  fmall  with  it, 
though  dill  fufficiently  vifible.  Let 
tts  ftippofe  this  to  have  been  a  tele¬ 
fcope  of  9  feet  focal  length,  with 
an  aperture  of  1,65  inch;  then,  be- 
caufe  the  diameter  of  the  aperture 
of  a  tclclcope  fudicient  to  render 


the  comet  equally  vihble  fhould  be 
as  the  product  of  its  diilances  from 
the  fun  and  earth,  and  the  product 
of  the  numbers  above  mentioned 
0,986  and  1,37  is  1,35,  we  fhall 
have  the  following'  analogy  to  find 
the  aperture  of  a  refradting  tele- 
fcope  fufficient  to  {how  the  comet 
as  it  appeared  to  Hevclius.  As 
1,35  :  1,65  inch  1:9:  11  inches, 
fo  is  the  product  of  didances  from 
the  fan  and  earth  to  the  diameter 
of  the  aperture  required  in  inches'/1 


PRIMARY  NOTIONS  of  the  MATTER  of  FIRE. 

[From  Dr.  Higgins’s  Experiments  and  Observations  on  Sub¬ 
jects  of  Chemical  Philosophy.] 


44  I.  ff'II E  kind  of  matter  w hi  eh 
impref'es  us  with  a  fenfe  o  f 
heat ,  and  which  is  capable  of  expand¬ 
ing  and  pervading  all  known  bodies , 
isfubjetl  to  laws  o  f  attraction,  which 
fix  cs  and  dijgufes  a  certain  quantify 
it  in  divers  Jubftances  ;  and  this 
matter  produces  the  efj ctls  wh  ch  we 
call  heat ,  and  aids  as  fire ,  only  when 
it  is  extricated  from  other  kinds  of 
matter. 

This  notion  needs  no  illudration 
or  fupport ;  for  the  phenomena 


which  confpife  to  imprefs  it,  are 
very  numerous ;  and  Black,  Berg¬ 
man,  Cavendifh,  Crawford,  Pried- 
ley,  Kirvan,  Lavoiiier,  and  other 
didinguifhed  philofophers  have  a 
dopted  it. 

u  2.  The  homogeneal  parts  of  the 
?natter  of  fire  repel  each  other- , 

“  This  repellent  property  is  ap? 
parent  in  all  the  precedes  in  which 
the  matter  of  fire  is  extricated  from 
the  groffer  and  gravitating  parts  of 
bodies.  The  chief  of  thefe  pro- 

cedes 
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dies  are  the  mixtures  producing 
;eat,  the  abforptions  of  divers  cold 
laftic  fluids  cauiing  heat,  vitrioli- 
,ations,  incalafcence  of  pyrophori, 
cfpiration,  putrefaction,  fermenta- 
ion,  and  combuftion.  In  all  the!e, 
he  matter  of  lire,  fo  loon  as  it  is  libe- 
ated,  is  found  by  it'  peculiar  effedts, 
nd  the  menfu table  decreafe  of  heat 
t  i  nc  real  ed  dittanies  Irom  the  fource 
f  emiifion,  to  move  excentricaliy 
rom  that  fource,  and  to  decreafe 
i  dcnfity.  But  as  this  happens, 
whether  rhe  extrication  of  it  be  at* 
ended  with  illumination  or  not,  it 
idicates  nothing  that  is  confident 
ith  the  tenor  of  nature,  or  that 
lay  be  fuggened  by  analogy,  ex- 
ept  that  the  parts  of  the  matter  of 
re  repel  each  other,  although  they 
lertainly  are  attracted  by  other 
finds  of  matter.  This  repellant 
roperty  is  equally  apparent  in  e- 
pervinftance  of  the  formation  of 
bailie  fluids  from  aggregate  bodies  ; 
nd  efpecially  when  this  is  done  by 
were  ignition.  But  as  thefe  in- 
dances  afford  another  inference  of 
qua!  ufe,  I  final  1  fubjoin  them  to 
te  following  notion. 

“3.  7  he  jnattcr  of  fire ,  by  virtue 
f  the  repulfcon  Ju'f fling  bcHvcen  its 
omogeneal  parts ,  and  of  their  attract 
lions  to  the  parts  of  other  matter ,  is 
we  caufe  of  the  clajticity  of  aeriform 
1  aids* 

44  This  notion  is  neceflary  to 
ne  folution  of  the  phenomena,  and 

fupported  by  direct  evidence,  of 
bhiefi  the  following  part  will  be 
iiifficient. 

44  Oils,  refins,  vegetable  acids, 
iharcoal,  and  divers  other  bodies, 
Ire  almost  totally  convertible  into 
fixable  air  and  inflammable  air  by 
,  re.  Nitrous  acid  may  be  dCcom- 
ofed  and  converted,  in  part,  into 
npyreal  air,  in  the  remainder  into 
hlogiftic  or  nitrous  air,  by  the  a- 
enc y  of  fire.  The  whole  fubllance 


of  folid  nitrous  ammoniac  is  con¬ 
vertible  into  fluids  permanently  e- 
laflic,  by  the  mere  aCtion  of  fire. 
From  the  folid  aggregation  in  man¬ 
ga  nefe  and  other  metallic  calxes, 
and  in  divers  fairs,  the  grofs  matter 
of  empyreal  air  may  be  propelled, 
to  form  an  elaftic  fluid  by  fire  ;  lb 
may  that  ot  denfe  inflammable  air 
from  coak  and  divers  hard  bodies  ; 
that  of  fixable  air  from  flony  con¬ 
cretes  ;  that  of  alkaline  air  from 
ivory,  Pruilian  blue,  and  microcof- 
mic  fait ;  that  of  vitriolic,  or  of 
marine,  or  of  hepatic  air,  from  di¬ 
vers  lolid,  faline,  or  fulphiireous 
compounds.  All  this  is  done  by- 
fire  ;  and  being  belt  effected  in  vei- 
iels  that  are  impervious  to  every 
other  known  matter,  amounts  to  a 
far  is  fabtory  proof  that  the  matter  of 
fire  is  the  only  acceflary  and  agent 
in  the  conversion  of  folid  bodies  in* 
to  elaftic  fluids,  and  111  the  mainte¬ 
nance  of  their  elaflici.ty. 

44  The  electric  matter  is  not  th 
be  mentioned  in  objection,  until  it 
is  proved  that  it  does  not  itfelf  con- 
fid  of  the  matter  of  fire,  in  a  cer¬ 
tain  modification  of  it,  depending  1 
on  the  repul  live  property,  and  the 
relations  to  grofs  matter,  which 
we  are  now  deferibino-. 

44  Seeing  this  exteiifive  agenev  of 
the  fiery  matter;  that  we  can  "not 
only  trace  it  into  the  fub feels  which 
thus  become  permanently  elaftic, 
but  that  it  gives  a  temporary  elafii- 
city  to  vapours  and  fubli mates  ; 
feeing  that  thefe  relume  their  ag¬ 
gregation  as  fall  as  it  escapes  from 
them  ;  that  its  union  in  the  fluids., 
to  which  it  gives  permanent  elafti- 
city,  may  be  further  proved  by  the 
extrication  of  it  from  every  one  of 
them  ;  afid  that,  in  thefe  libera¬ 
tions  ol  it  which  are  daily  experi¬ 
enced,  in  the  abforptions  of  elaltic 
fluids,  in  combinations,  and  in 
comb  unions' of  them,  the  emiifion 
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is  fo  copious  as  to  remove  all  doubt 
of  their  having-  held  it  m  great 
quantity,  united  with  their  relpec- 
tive  feparated  parts,  and  r  drained 
during  that  union  from  aCting  like 
liberated  fire ;  obferving  alio,  that 
as  faff  as  the  fire  is  liberated  or  ex¬ 
cluded,  the  diflant  groffer  parts  of 
ela-dic  fluids  rufh  together  or  into 
other  bodies ;  as  when  empyreal 
and  nitrous  air  makes  nitrous  acid, 
or  empyreal  and  light  inflammable 
air  make  water  which  cools  to  folid 
ice,  or  marine  and  alkaline  air 
make  fal  ammmoniac';  or  as  when 
acid  or  alkaline  airs  rullr  into  wa¬ 
ter,  or  empyreal  air  into  phofpho- 
rus  ;  we  cannot  now  heiitate  in  ad¬ 
mitting  that  the  groffer  parts  of  e- 
laftic  fluids,  as  well  as  thofe  of  va¬ 
pour,  are  made  to  recede  from  each 
other  contrary  to  their  inherent  and 
inceffant  attractive  powers,  by  vir¬ 
tue  of  their  refpeCtive  charges  of 
the  repellent  matter  of  fhe,  and 
consequently  by  the  repul  lion  of 
the  parts  of  fire  to  each  other. 

44  4.  The  charges  of  repellent  mat¬ 
ter ,  by  which  attraflive  and  gravi¬ 
tating  particles  form  elafic  flu’ds, 
are  dfiinH  atmofpheres  of  fiery  'mat¬ 
ter,  in  which  the  denfties  are  recipro¬ 
cally  as  the  difiances  from  the  central 
particles ,  in  a  duplicate  or  higher 
ratio . 

44  This  is  an  evident  confequence 
of  the  former  notions,  and  the  pre¬ 
valence  of  the  repulfive  over  the 
attractive  forces  ;  and  the  terreftri- 
al  atmofphere,  in  which  the  denli- 
ty  is.  inverfely  as  the  fquares  of  the 
diitances  from  the  earth,  (hews  that 
it  is  the  natural  apd  neceffary  ef- 
feCt  of  fuch  forces,  to  form  the 
charges  of  fiery  matter  which  the 
particles  engage,  into  the  deferib- 
ed  atmofpheres.  The  further  evi¬ 
dence  of  the  truth  of  this  notion 
arjfes  from  phenomena,  which  I 
am  prefently  to  confider  and  ex¬ 


plain,  and  which  are  not  inexpli¬ 
cable  by  any  other  condition  or  a- 
gency  of  the  matter  of  tire,  that 
has  been  hitherto  fuggelled. 

44  5*  The  repuljion  op  the  homo  ge¬ 
ne  al  parts  of  the  matter  of  fee,  limits 
the  quantity  that  can  be  engaged  by 
bodies ,  and,  tends  to  cliff ufe  the  remain¬ 
der  equably  in  fpace* 

44  This  notion  needs  no  illuflration. 

44  6.  The  ?natter  of  fire  limits  the 
quantities ,  in  which  aeriform  fluids, 
and  bodies  contai  ning  it,  can  combine 
chemically . 

44  In  the  convention  of  folid  bodies 
into  elaltic  fluids,  we  perceive  the  re¬ 
pulfive  forces  of  the  matter  of  fire 
refilling  and  overpowering  the  reci¬ 
procal  attractions  of  the  groffer 
parts  ;  and  in  mixtures  of  empyreal 
and  inflammable  air,  and  in  divers 
other  mixed  airs,  we  fee  this  matter 
refilling  the  attractions  which  tend 
ftrongly  to  the  chemical  combina¬ 
tion  of  the  heterogeneal  gravitat¬ 
ing  particles. 

44  In  fuch  inftances  it  is  manifeft 
that  the  fum  of  the  repulfive  forces, 
exceeds  that  of  the  attractive. 

44  When  aeriform  fluids  condenfe 
each  other,  or  are  concentrated  and 
aggregated  by  bodies,  it  is  equally 
evident  that  the  attractive  forces, 
although  refitted  by  the  repulfive, 
are  prevalent. 

44  Thefe,  and  divers  other  phe¬ 
nomena  fhew,  that  the  natural 
power,  whether  attractive  or  repul- 
iive,  of  each  part  of  matter,  is  li- 
mitted  ;  and  therefore  the  fum  of 
thefe  powers  which  any  body  can 
exert  in  regard  to  another,  is  by  a 
law  of  nature  as  the  number  of  its 
aCtive  parts,  or  in  other  words,  as 
its  quantity  of  matter. 

44  In  confequence  of  this  law,  the 
fum  of  the  repulfive  forces,  which 
refill  the  approximation  of  the  gra¬ 
vitating  parts  of  an  elaftic  fluid, 
and  their  union  with  thofe  of  a  bot 

dy 
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dy  which  alfo  holds  fome  of  the 
matter  of  fire,  is  as  the  quantity  of 
that  fluid  ;  and  no  more  than  a  de¬ 
terminate  portion  of  it  can  be  ag¬ 
gregated  and  combined  in  the  body 
whole  quantity  of  matter  and  at¬ 
tractive  powers  are  limited. 

44  By  the  fame  law  it  is  determin¬ 
ed  that  eiailic  fluids  fliali  unite  with 
each  other  in  limited  proportions  on¬ 
ly,  to  form  denfer  fluids  or  lblid  bo¬ 
dies,  and  that  the  Superfluous  quanti¬ 
ties  fhall remain elaftic  and  unaltered. 


“As  the  matter  of  fire  is  manifeftly 
theagent  which  refills  the coalefcence 
and  union  of  attractive  particles  in 
thefe  cafes ;  and  as  the  lame  mat-* 
ter  demonifrably  exifts  in  all  bodies 
that  unite  only  in  limited  propor¬ 
tions,  we  mu  ft  aferibe  to  this  onlv 
competent  and  manifeil  agent,  all 
thofe  limitations  which  we  experi¬ 
ence,  in  regard  to  the  proportions 
in  which  bodies  can  be  chemically 
united,  and  which  we  briefly  ex** 
prefs  by  the  word  faturation. 


APPLICATIONS  of  the  FOREGOING  NOTIONS. 

[From  the  fame  Work.] 


44  /|  S  the  limits  of  this  eflay  do 

J~\.  not  permit  me  to  make  ex- 
tenfive  applications  of  the  forego¬ 
ing  notions,  I  fliali  endeavour,  in 
tne  expreffion  of  a  few,  in  this  and 
the  following  fedtion  to  fuggeft  e - 
very  thing  that  feems  neceffary  to¬ 
wards  explaining  the  moil  intricate 
phenomena  of  the  matter  of  fire. 

4  4  In  regard  to  the  apyrous  bo¬ 
dies,  fuch  as  the  pure  earthy  fub- 
fiances,  I  would  infer  from  thefe 
notions  that  they  chiefly  confift  of 

*  parts  which  do  not  attract  the  mat- 
’  ter  of  fire  with  forces  fufficient  to 
jeaufe  a  difunion  of  them,  and  an 

nterpofition  of  this  matter  in  fuch 
'juantity  as  to  induce  foftnefs  or 
luiditv.  * 

j 

44  Concerning  fufible  bodies  which 
concrete  in  cooling,  I  would  in  the 

•  lext  place  infer,  that  they  conlilt 
chiefly  of  parts  which  attradl  the 
%  natter  of  fire  with  forces  fomewhat 
;•  greater  than  thofe  laft  mentioned, 
find  luffic  ent  to  efFedt  the  folutiou 
of  them  in  the  fiery  fluid,  but  not 

or  the  permanent  retention  of  it : 
That  bodies  of  this  clafs  exclude 
he  folvent  by  virtue  of  the  preva- 
1  178 6. 


lent  attractions  whi  h  tend  to  re¬ 
unite  their  grofs  parts  ;  but  that 
they  receive  and  tranfmit  the  mat¬ 
ter  wbdeh  caufes  heat,  more  freely, 
and  they  retain  it  longer,  than  the 
former  can  in  fimilar  circumftances, 
by  reafon  of  the  (Longer  attractions. 

44  1  he  bodies,  which,  like  oils 
or  water,  form  elafiic  vapour,  when 
duly  charged  with  the  matter  of 
fire,  conii ft  chiefly  of  parts  which 
attraCF  it  with  forces  Hill  greater, 
and  fufficient  10  compel  atmofpheres 
around  the  diftant  molecules  j  but 
yet  not  fufficient  to  retain  thefe  at¬ 
mofpheres  after  the  influx  of  fire 
ceafes,  and  in  oppofition  to  the  mu¬ 
tual  attractions  of  their  central 
molecules,  and  the  tendency  of  the 
fiery  matter  to  diffufe  itfelf  equably 
in  the  neighbouring  fpaces.  As 
the  thermometer  {hews  no  more 
than  the  relative  quantities  of  free 
matter  of  fire  in  bodies,  thefe  late¬ 
ly  mentioned  requ’re  a  greater  quan¬ 
tity  of  the  fiery  matter  than  the 
former,  before  they  exhibit  an  e- 
q'ual  temperature  by  the  thermome¬ 
ter,  for  the  reafon  already  men¬ 
tioned. 

44  It 


H 
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It  is  alfo  by  virtue  of  this  fu- 
perior  attraction  to  the  fiery  matter, 
that  ice,  refin,  fats,  and  other  va- 
pourable  bodies,  become  fluid  by 
moderate  incalefceace,  but  not  be¬ 
fore  they  have  received  a  great 
quantity  of  fire;  and  that  they  re- 
fpeCiively  evaporate  with  lefs  igni¬ 
tion  or  incaiefcence,  in  veffels  which 
avert  the  preffure  of  the  aerial  at¬ 
mosphere,  than  where  that,  or  any 
equivalent  compreffion,  confpires 
with  their  aggregate  attractions,  to 
refill  the  influx  of  Are,  and  the  dii- 
junCtion  of  their  parts.  — Thus  wa¬ 
ter,  or  fpirit,  moderately  heated, 
and  placed  in  the  receiver  of  an 
air-pump,  boils  when  a  part  of  the 
air  which  compreffes  it  is  drawn 
out,  and  ceafes-  as  often  as  the  pref¬ 
fure  is  refiored. 

44  Still  fironger  attractions  of  the 
matter  of  fire,  comparatively  with 
the  forces  which  tend  to  the  exclu- 
fion  of  it,  are  feen  in  ethereal  oils 
and  ethers  :  for  their  vapours  can¬ 
not  be  condenfed  without  the  aid 
of  compreffion  ;  and  when  they  are 
thus  condenfed  and  aggregated, 
their  molecules,  by  attracting  fiery 
matter  and  compelling  it  into  at- 
mofpheres,  with  forces  fuperior  to 
thole  with  which  they  attiaCt  each 
other,  are  made  to  recede,  and  form 
aeriform  fluids,  in  the  lowed  tem¬ 
peratures,  fo  loon  as  the  preffure 
of  the  atmofphere  is  averted. 

*4  That  the  expaniioii  of  fuch 
ethereal  fluids  into  the  aerial 
form,  in  the  exhaufied  receiver  of 
an  air-pump,  is  owing  to  the  ten¬ 
dency  of  their  molecules,  to  attraCl 
the.  matter  of  fire  and  to  form  at- 
mofpheres  of  it  around  them  1  eve- 
rally,  and  that  it  is  not  effected  by 
any  other  agency,  is  apparent  from 
the  concomitant  phenomenon  of 
cold :  for  as  faff  as  they  affiime  the 
aerial  form,  they  engage  and  fix 
the  free  fiery  matter  which  belong¬ 


ed  to  the  fpaces  into  which  they 
expand  ;  and  this  privation  or  de¬ 
ficiency  of  difengaged  fiery  matter, 
is  what  we  call  cold. 

44  The  bodies  which  by  ignition 
may  be  partially  or  totally  con¬ 
verted,  even  under  the  atmofphe- 
ric  preffure,  into  fluids  permanent¬ 
ly  elafiir,,  lliew  the  kinds  of  matter 
by  which  ;hai  of  lire  is  attracted  in 
the  fupreme  degree. 

44  For  the  elafticity  which  fub- 
fills  under  immenffi  preffure,  argues, 
a  fironger  attraction  of  the  par¬ 
ticles  to  their  re  fpe  Clive  repellent 
atmofpheres,  than  that  which  we  laid 
noticed  ;  but  that  this  fironger  at¬ 
traction  compels  denier  and  deeper 
atmofpheres,  may  not  only  be 
argued  a  priori,  but  is  experimen¬ 
tally  demonfirable  by  the  bulk, 
which  in  elaffic  fluids  is  the  mea- 
fare  of  the  atmofpheres,  compared 
with  the  gravity,  which  is  the 
meafure  of  the  grots  particles  ;  and 
it  is  alfo  apparent  in  the  extraor¬ 
dinary  quantity  of  the  fiery  matter 
that  efcapes  in  the  inftant  of  the 
aggregation  of  thefe  el  alii  c  fluids, 
or  rather  of  their  particles,  to  form 
confiftent  bodies ;  as  when  empy¬ 
real  air  is  rapidly  imbibed  by 
phofphorus,  pyrophorus,  heparful- 
phuris,  or  iron  filings  and  fulphu-r; 
when  alkaline  air,  and  divers  acid 
airs,,  are  abforbed  by  water,  or 
when  they  condenfe  each  other  ; 
or  when  the  rare  inflammable  air 
and  empyreal  air  make  water, 
and  exclude  their  matter  of  fire. 

44  From  all  this  it  may  be  in¬ 
ferred,  that  in  any  future  table  of 
the  affinities  of  the  matter  of  fire, 
pure  pblogijion  ought  to  rank  above 
every  other  kind  of  matter  ;  inifead 
of  being  omitted,  as  ir  is  in  Berg- 
n  an*'s  tables,  or  fuppofed  to  have 
repugnance  or  apathy  to  the  mat¬ 
ter  of  fire,  as  Dr.  Crawford  for¬ 
merly  conjeCtured.  But  when  this 

precedence 
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tecedence  is  given  to  phlogifton, 
y  reafon  of  the  extreme  levity 
ol  the  purer  inflammable  air  of 
metallic  folutions,  and  of  the  quan¬ 
tity  of  fiery  matter  which  it  emits 
in  the  inftant  of  its  union  with 
empyreal  air,  the  gra^  itating' mat¬ 
ter  of  this  lad  air  mud  not  be 
placed  beneath  any  other  that  is 
now  known  ;  becaufe  no  air  that  is 
free  from  phlogifton,  is  lighter  fpe- 
ciflcally  than  empyreal  air.  or 
emits  more  fire  in  the  inftant  of  ag¬ 
gregation. 

44  I  confider  the  fpeeific  gravity 
as  a  fafe  guide  in  our  invelligations 
of  thefe  affinmes  and  of  their  or¬ 
der,  in  regard  only  to  the  eiaftic 
fluids  which  feem  to  confift  of  no 
more  than  one  kind  of  gravitating 
matter  engaged  in  the  repellent 
atmofpheres  :  and  of  fixable  air, 
denfe  inflammable  air,  acid  airs, 
the  phlogiftic  alkaline  air,  and 
others,  I  would  obfefve,  that  the 
atmofpheres  include  molecules  in- 
ftead  of  folitary  ultimate  parts  ; 
for  without  this  chemical  union  of 
heterogeneal  parts,  and  the  forma¬ 
tion  of  molecules,  an  eiaftic  fluid 
of  the  kind  that  I  now  fpeak  of, 
could  not  differ,  as  it  does,  from 
either  kind  of  matter  of  which  it  is 
compofed. 

44  From  this  confideration  of  the 
attradive  forces  which  tend  to 
form  molecules,  and  of  the  at¬ 
mofpheres,  which,  in  compound 
;  eiaftic  fluids,  encompafs  the  mole- 
>  cirles,  but  not  the  ultimate  parts 
i  eve  rally,  we  derive  an  eafy  ex¬ 
planation  of  the  phenomenon  fo 
:  often  noticed  in  the  preceding 
pages  ;  I  mean  the  conversion  of  a 
Ifubftance,  not  into  one  but  into 
two  or  three  different  eiaftic  fluids, 
by  mere  ignition. 

44  When  eiaftic  fluids  are  formed 
in  folutions  and  other  procefles, 
m  which  the  fubjeds  are  not  ig¬ 


nited  it  is  to  be  obferved  that  the 
gravitating  parts  of  the  emitted  ■ 
eiaftic  fluid,  were  diftant  from  each 
other,  by  reafon  of  the  interfpofed 
matter,  at  the  inftant  of  their  ex¬ 
trication,  and  that  at  this  diftance 
there  is  a  great  diminution  of  the 
powers  which  reftrain  them  in  their 
tendency  to  engage  all  the  matter 
of  fire  that  the  menftruum  or  fol* 
vent  could  extricate  during  their 
union.  Thus  it  happens,  as  Dr. 
Black  originally  fuggefted,  and  as 
Bergman  has  obferved  in  his  ex¬ 
cellent  DifTertation  of  Eledive 
Attradions,  that  cauftic  alkali,  in. 
the  union  with  an  acid,  excites  great 
heat,  that  is  to  fay,  in  their  union 
they  exclude  a  part  of  the  matter 
of  fire  which  they  feverally  held 
in  a  fixed  Hate  ;  but  mild  alkali, 
in  uniting  with  an  acid,  gives  little 
or  no  heat,  and  for  this  reafon ; 
that  the  gravitating*  parts  of  the 
fixable  air,  engage  all  the  libe¬ 
rated  matter  of  fire  in  forming 
atmofpheres  around  its  molecules* 
This  expofition  is  applicable  to 
every  other  eiaftic  fluid  that  is 
extricated  in  folutions  or  combina¬ 
tions  attended  with  little  or  no  in- 
calefcence. 

44  Since  the  particles  which  at- 
trad  the  matter  of  fire,  exclude  a 
part  of  their  refpedive  charges  in 
the  inftant  of  their  clofe  approxi¬ 
mation  or  contad,  there  is  no  dif¬ 
ficulty  in  accounting  for  the  cold 
produced  in  folutions,  expanfions, 
and  evaporations  ;  in  everv  one  of 
which,  the  particles  which  refume 
the  matter  of  fire,  and  in  fixing 
it  produce  the  cold,  are  previouily 
removed  to  feme  diftance  from  each 
other,  either  by  the  interpofition 
of  the  parts  of  a  menftruum,  as 
when  ice  is  diffolved  by  nitrous 
acid,  or  by  the  prevalent  powers 
of  their  proper  fixed  fire,- of  which 
we  have  an  inftance  in  ether  plac?4 
tl  2  lit 
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in  the  exhaufted  receiver  of  an  air- 
pump. 

“  As  the  mere  acetous  acid  con- 
fids  of  the  gravitating  parts  of 
empyreal  air,  of  phlogifton,  and 
the  acid  principle  of  vegetables,  and 
by  the  acceffion  of  the  matter  of 
fire  only  makes  two  different  elaftic 
fluids,  namely  fixable  air,  and  denfe 
inflammable  air,  it  follows  from 
thefe  notions,  that  the  gravitating 
parts  of  thefe  two  airs  would  make 
acetous  acid  again  with  water,  if 
the  matter  of  fire  could  be  with¬ 
drawn  from  them  ;  and  !  venture 
to  prognosticate  that  this,  or  ioroe- 
thing  equivalent,  will  be  done  by 
the  firft  ingenious  experimenter 
that  attempts  it,  either  by  the 
means  of  a  body  which  may  abforb 
the  gravitating  matter  of  both,  and 
exclude  their  atmofpheres,  or  by 
breaking  the  atmofpheres,  in  the 
manner  which  I  am  to  defcribe  in 
the  next  feCtion. 

44  There  is  undoubtedly  a  natural 
limitation,  as  we  formerly  obferved, 
of  the  forces  with  which  the  grofs 
parts  of  divers  elaftic  fluids  compe1, 
and  are  compelled  by  their  ref- 
pedtive  atmofpheres ;  but  llil'l  thefe 
forces  are  fo  great,  that  we  cannot 
form  adequate  ideas  of  them,  with¬ 
out  reflecting  on  the  reflftance 
which  they  give,  even  in  fmall 
quantities  of  the  elaftic  fluids,  to 


any  preffure  which  tends  to  con- 
denfe  them,  and  caufe  an  approxi¬ 
mation  of  their  parts  ;  or  without 
adverting  to  the  operations  which 
fliew  the  ability  of  thefe  forces  to 
maintain  the  elafticity  of  divers 
aeriform  fluids,  in  oppofition  to  the 
greateft  mechanical  powers  hither¬ 
to  employed  to  lubdue  them.  The 
air-gun,  and  other  inftruments  ex¬ 
hibit  thefe  forces  in  atmofpheric 
air,  and  chemical  operations  and 
explolive  compofittoiiS  too  often, 
fliew  them  in  the  other  elaftic 
fluids. 

44  Although  the  force  of  chemical 
attraction  reaches  not  far  from ' 
the  particles,  with  any  feniible 
effebt,  w'e  are  not  thence  to  conclude 
that  the  attrablive  virtue  ceafes  at 
any  diftance.  But  from  all  the 
known  phenomena  we  may  infer, 
that  the  attractive  forces,  tending 
to  the  approximation  and  cohefion 
of  grofs  particles,  decreafe  in  a 
duplicate,  or  feme  higher  ratio  of 
the  diflances,  reciprocally  :  that 
the  natural  reflftance  to  the  inter- 
polition  of  the  fiery  matter,  is 
leffened  at  the  final  left,  and  totally 
overpowered  at  fmall  diflances 
which  no  eye  can  meafure  ;  and 
finally,  that  where  the  fenjible  eff eft 
of  attraftion  ceafesy  there  repuljiom i 
Ja  creeds  d 9 
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Observations  relating  to  various  Branches  of  Natural  Phi¬ 


losophy.  ] 

THAT  dephlogifticated  and 
inflammable  air,  at  leatl 
with  the  element  of  heat,  conllitute 
watery  feems  to  be  clearly  inferred 


from  the  experiments  in  the  pre¬ 
ceding-  febfion.  Some  difficulties, 
however,  have  occurred  refpebting 
this  theory,  from  my  fnbfequent 

experiments, 
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experiments,  which  I  (hail  propofe 
with  the  fame  fidelity  as  I  have 
done  thofe  which  favour  the  hy¬ 
pothecs.  But  as  I  mean  to  throw 
into  this  {’edition  all  the  obfervations 
that  I  have  made  upon  the  fui  >jedit, 
I  Dial!  fir  ft  recite  feme  experiments 
which  perfectly  agree  with  the  for¬ 
mer,  and  evidently  lead  to  the 
fame  conclufion.  Some  of  them 
are  thofe  of  which  only  the  general 
refult  was  given  bJore. 

44  I  have  obferved,  that,  when 
that  iron  which  has  been  melted 
in  the  open  air  for  that  which  has 
been  altered  by  The  palling'  of  fleam 
over  it  red-hot)  was.  heated  by  a 
burning'  lens  in  inflammable  air, 
the  air  dii  appeared,  and  a  confi- 
derable  quantity  of  water  was  pro¬ 
duced.  i  had  the  fame  refult  with 
f coles  of  copper,  Thefe  fcales  be¬ 
came  of  a  genuine  copper  colour 
in  this  procefs  ;  fo  that  I  had  no 
doubt  of  their  being  copper  reviv¬ 
ed.  The  water  was  fo  copious, 
that  when  only  3!  ounce  meafures 
of  air  were  abforbed,  the  water 
formed  in  drops  on  the  iiiftue  of 
the  veffel,  and  fome  of  them  ran 
down  it. 

4 4  I  alfo  procured  water  when  I 
decomposed  dephlogifticated  and 
inflammable  air  from  iron  by  the 
eledtrie  fpark  in  a  clofe  veffel, 
whh  h  is  an  experiment  fimilar  to 
thofe  that  were  made  by  Mr.  La- 
voifier,  at  Paris.  I  put  3,75  ounce 
meafures  of  a  mixture  of  air,  of 
Which  one-third  was  dephlogifti¬ 
cated,  and  two-thirds  inflammable 
from  iron,  in  the  clofe  veffel  ; 
and  after  the  explofion.  1  found 
in  it  one  grain  of  moi ft ure.  The 
dephlogifticated  air  in  this  mixture 
would  have  weighed  a  little  more 

o 

than  0,75  of  a  grain.  But  repeat¬ 
ing  this  experiment  with  half  as 
much  dephlogifticated  as  inflam¬ 
mable  air,  1  could  not  perceive  any 


water  after  the  experiment.  Neither 
was  there  any  fixed  air  formed  in  it. 
Again,  ufing  inflammable  air  fir  m 
wood,  in  the  fame  proportion  from 
3,8  ounce  meafures  of  the  mixture* 
1  got  0,8  of  a  meafure  of  fixed  air, 
which  was  actually  obforbed  by 
lime-water.  Some  water  alfo  was 
evidently  produced. 

44  Uiing  more  precautions  to 
exclude  all  water  from  either  of 
thefe  two  kinds  of  air  before  the 
experiment  (both  the  dephlogifti¬ 
cated  air,  which  was  from  nitre, 
and  the  inflammable  air  which  was 
from  charcoal,  being  from  the  firft 
received  in  mercury,  and  always 
confined  by  it)  I  flail  found  a  little 
water  after  the  explofion. 

44  I  varied  this  experiment  by 
producing  the  inflammable  air  in 
the  dephlogifticated  air  as  follows. 
Into  a  veffel  containing  dephlo¬ 
gifticated  air  confined  by  mercury, 
I  introduced  a  piece  of  perfedd  char¬ 
coal,  as  hot  from  the  fire  as  I 
could  bear  to  handle  it,  and  threw 
upon  it  the  focus  of  the  lens,  fo 
that  a  quantity  of  the  air  was  im¬ 
bibed  :  but  f  could  not  perceive 

J  A  ^ 

that  any  moi  ft  11  re  was  formed. 
Afterwards,  when  I  refumed  the 
procefs,  the  air  which  the  charcoal 
had  imbibed  was  expelled  again, 
and  very  little  more  was  abforbed. 
From  feven  ounce  meafures  there 
remained  four,  of  which  more  than, 
two  was  pure  fixed  air.  -  No  water 
could  be  expebted  after  this  procefs. 
For  even  had  there  been  a  final! 
quantity  of  moifture  in  the  veffel, 
it  would  have  been  abforbed  by 
the  charcoal,  and  have  enabled  it 
to  yield  inflammable  air.  The 
phlogifton  the  charcoal  contained 
uniting  with  the  dephlogifticated 
air,  free  from  moifture,  formed,  C 
prefume,  the  fixed  air  that  was 
found  after  this  procefs. 

But  the  grcatipft  difficulty  that 
H  3  occurred 
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occurred  with  refpecT  to  the  pre¬ 
ceding  theory  of  the  conftimtion 
cf  water,  arofe  from  my  never 
having  been  able  to  procure  any 
water  when  I  revived  mercury  from 
red  precipitate  in  inflammable  air, 
«r  at  leaft  not  more  than  may  be 
fuppofed  to  have  been  conta  ned 
in  the  inflammable  air  as  an  extra¬ 
neous  fubflance. 

u  In  order  to  make  the  experi¬ 
ments  with  the  fcales  of  iron ,  and 
that  with  the  red  preciftate  as  much 
alike  as  poffible,  and  that  I  might 
compare  them  to  the  greateft  ad¬ 
vantage,  I  made  them  immediately 
one  after  the  other,  with  every 
circum fiance  as  nearly  as  I  could 
the  fame.  The  inflammable  air 
was  the  fame  in  both  the  experi¬ 
ments,  and  both  the  fcales  of 
iron,  and  the  red  precipitate,  were 
made  as  dry  as  poffible.  They 
were  heated  in  yeflels  of  the  fame 
iize  and  form,  and  equally  con- 
lined  by  dry  mercury.  And  yet 
when  I  heated  the  former,  wrater 
was  formed  as  copioufly  as  I  have 
defcribed  it  before,  viz.  actually 
running  down  the  infide  of  the 
veffiel  in  drops,  though  only  four 
ounce  meafures  of  inflammable  air 
were  ab forced.  But  though  i 
heated,  the  red  precipitate  till  eight 
ounce  meafures  of  the  inflammable 
air  was  abforbed,  and  only  three- 
fourths  of  an  ounce  meafure  of  air 
remained,  there  was  hardly  any 
fenfible  quantity  of  water  produced, 
certainly  pot  onp-tenth  of  what 
appeared  in  the  experiment  with 
{he  fcales  of  iron. 

“  There  \yas  this  difference,  how¬ 
ever, .  in  the  two  refults.  In  what 
remained  from  the  experiment  with 
red  precipitate,  I  at  this  time  per¬ 
ceived  a  flight  appearance  of  fixed 
air,  whereas  there  was  none  in 
what  remained  from  the  fcales  of 
Iron.  The  refiduum  alfo  from  the 


red  precipitate  had  in  it  a  very 
Email  portion  of  dephlogifiicated  air. 
For  being  mixed  with  an  equal 
meafure  of  nitrous  air,  the  ffiandard 
of  it  was  1,8.  I  mutl  alio  obferve 
that  the  inflammable  air  difao- 
peared  much  more  rapidly  in  the 
procefs  with  red  precipitate  than 
in  that  with  the  fcales  of  iron. 

Fixed  air,  however,  wras  no 
neceflpry  refult  in  this  experiment. 
For  I  particularly  obferved,  that 
when,  upon  another  occafion,  I 
reduced  eight  ounce  meafures  of 
inflammable  air  to  0,22  cf  a  mea¬ 
fure,  i  found  no  more  than  what  I 
judged  to  be  much  leis  than  a  grain 
of  water,  and  without  any  appear¬ 
ance  of  fixed  air  whatever.  Again, 
I  reduced  fix  ounce  meafures  of 
inflammable  air  in  this  procefs  to 
0,4 2  of  a  meafure,  without  pro¬ 
ducing  any  more  water  than  before, 
or  any  fixed  air  at  ail.  I  alfo  had 
the  fame  refult  hr  uftng  the  black 
powder  of  lead  and  mercury,  in- 
i'tead  of  red  precipitate  :  reducing 
6,5  ounce  meafures  to  0,4  of  q, 
meafure,  without  finding  any  very 
fenfible  quantity  of  water,  or  any 
fixed  air. 

**  In  this  experiment  there  can 
be  no  doubt  but  that  the  dephlo- 
gifticated  air  diflodged  from  the  red 
precipitate,  united  with  the  in¬ 
flammable  air  in  the  veflel  •  as  no 
nualcr  equal  to  the  weight  of  the 
two  kinds  of  air  was  produced, 
they  mu  ft  have  formed  feme  more 
[lid  fubjlance ,  which,  in  the  final} 
quantities  I  was  obliged  to  ufe, 
could  not  be  found. 

“  It  may  be  clearly  inferred 
from  this  experiment,  that  red 
precipitate  is  a  fubftance  by  nq 
means  fimilar  to  the  fcales  of  iron, 
as  the  latter  appears  to  contain 
within  itfelf  all  the  elements  of 
water;  and,  therefore,  as  the  in¬ 
flammable  air  enters  into  it,  a  quan- 
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rity  of  water,  equal  in  weight  to 
the  lofs  l'ufrained  by  the  fcales  in 
their  revival  in  the  form  of  iron, 
is  found  in  the  recipient.  Whereas 
■in  the  experiment  with  the  red 
precip  rate,  there  is  certainly  no 
more  water  found  than  may  be 
fuppofed  to  have  been  contained  in 
the  inflammable  air  which  dif- 
appeared,  or  to  have  been  lodged 
without  being  perceived  among  the 
particles  of  the  precipitate  i  tie  If. 
Consequently  the  hales  of  iron 
mu  ft  be  confide  red  as  the  calx  of 
iron  united  to  water?  and  red  pre¬ 
cipitate  as  -%nercury,  united  to 
Acphlogljllca fed  air ,  or  rather,  per¬ 
haps,  as  Mr.  Kirwan  fuppofes,  to 
fixed  air ,  the  phlogifton  belonging 
to  which  revives  the  mercury,  while 
its  other  component  part,  the  de- 
phlog-ifrlcated  air,  is  let  at  liberty, 
forming  an  union  with  the  element 
of  heat* 

ii  The  difficulty  with  refped!  to 
what  becomes  of  the  two  kinds  of 
air,  was  not  leifened  by  the  at¬ 
tempts  which  1  made  to  collet  all 
that  I  could  from  repeated  decom- 
pofitions  of  inflammable  and  de- 
phlogifticated  air  in  a  dole  veffel. 

“  As  i  had  produced  water  in 
this  procefs  when  I  made  no  more 
than  a  Angle  exphffion  at  a  time, 
I  thought  that  by  continuing  to 
make  explofions  in  the  fame  veffel, 
the  water  would  not  fail  to  accu¬ 
mulate,  till  I  might  collect  what 
quantity  I  p'leafed  ;  and  I  intended 
to  have  colledled  a  confiderable 
part  of  an  ounce.  And  as  I  fliould 
know  exactly  what  quantity  of  air 
J  decompofed,  I  had  no  doubt  of 
being  able  to  afeertain  the  propor¬ 
tion  that  the  water  and  air  bore  to 
each  other. 

“  With  this  view  I  made  a  mix¬ 
ture  of  a  large  quantity  of  air,  one- 
third  dephlogitiicated,  and  two- 
thirds  inflammable  from  iron  and 


oil  of  vitriol.  But  though  I  had  a 
fenfible  quantity  of  water  at  the  firft: 
explofldn  (in  each  of  which  was 
ufed  between  four  and  five  ounce 
meafures  of  the  mixture  of  air) 

I  was  furprifed  to  perceive  no  very 
fenfible  increafe  of  the  quantity  of 
water  on  repeating  the  expiations. 
Having,  therefore,  expended  48 
ounce  meafures  of  the  mixture,  I 
difeontinued  the  procefs  :  and  col- 
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ledfing  the  water  with  all  the  care 
that  I  could,  1  found  no  more  than, 
three  grains,  when  there  ought  to 
have  been  eleven. 

u  In  this  procefs  the  infide  of 
the  veffel  was  always  very  black 
after  each  explofion,  and  when  I 
poured  in  the  mercury  after  the 
explofion,  though  there  was  nothing 
viable  211  the  air  within  the  veffel, 
there  iffued  from  the  mouth  of  it  a 
denjie  vapour.  This  was  even  the 
cafe,  though  I  waited  to  much  as 
two  minutes  after  any  explofion 
before  I  proceeded  to  put  in  more 
mercury  in  order  to  make  another: 
which  if  the  vapour  had  been  fleam, 
would  have  been  time  more  than 
fufficient  to  permit  it  to  condenfe 
into  water,  i  even  perceived  this 
vapour  when  1  had  a  quantity  of 
water  in  the  veffel,  and  the  explo- 
lion  was  confequently  made  over 
it,  as  well  as  in  coiuadt  with  the 
fides  of  the  veffel  which  were  wett¬ 
ed  with  it ;  fo  that  as  this  vapour 
had  paired  through  the  whole  body 
of  water  when  the  veffel  was  in¬ 
verted,  it  is  probable  that  it  muft 
have  confided  of  fomething  elfe 
than  mere  water.  But  I  was  never 
ahie  to  coiled!  any  quantify  of  it, 
though  it  muft  have  been  fomething 
produced  by  the  union  of  the  two 
kinds  of  air. 

il  In  order  to  collect  a  quantity 
of  the  matter  that  formed  this  va¬ 
pour,  I  contrived  the  following 
apparatus.  In  a  cork  with  which 
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1  could  fliut  the  orifice  of  the 
ftrong  glafs  veifel  in-  which  the 
explofions  were  made,  I  had  two 
perforations.  Through  one  of  theie 
I  poured  the  mercury,  by  means  of 
a  ghfs  funnel  :  but  into  the  other 
was  introduced  a  glafs  tube,  which, 
being  bended,  was  inferred,  by 
means  of  a  cork,  into  a  thin  glafs 
veflel,  and  went  aim  oft  to  the  bottom 
of  it.  A  fmall  hole  was  alfo  made 
in  the  cork,  to  permit  the  air  to  go 
cut.  Confequently,  all  the  air 
that  remained  in  the  ftrong  glafs 
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veffel,  with  whatever  vapour  it 
might  contain,  mu  ft,  as  I  poured 
in  the  mercuty,  neceflaiily  pafs 
through  the  glafs  tube,  and  be 
daft u fed  through  the  thin  glafs 
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veffel  ;  in  which  I  imagined  th  it 
all  its  contents,  fluid  or  folid,  mull 
be  deposited.  However,  though  I 
repeated  the  experiment  feveral 
times  with  this  apparatus,  making 
about  twenty  explofions  in  each,  I 
could  not  find  any  depolit  in  the 
veflel,  befides  a  fmall  quantity  of 
water  ;  which,  added  to  the  water 
collected  in  the  ftrong  veffel,  came 
far  fhort  of  the  weight  of  the  air 
that  was  decompofed. 

“  All  the  conjecture  that  I  can 
advance,  in  order  to  explain  this 
phenomenon,  is  that,  fince  foot 
yields  pure  air,  as  will  appear  in 
the  cour'e  of  this  volume,  part  of 
the  foot  is  formed  by  the  union  of 
the  dephlogifticated  air  in  the  at- 
mofphcre  and  the  inflammable  air 
or  the  fuel.  But  fmokc ,  which  con¬ 
tains  much  foot,  is  foon  difperfed, 
and  becom  s  invilible  in  the  open 
air.  Such,  therefore,  may  be  the 
cafe  here.  The  foot  formed  by 
the  union  of  the  two  kinds  of  air 
may  be  diffuled  through  the  air, 
in  the  veffel  in  whieh  they  are 
exploded,  and  be  carried  invifibly 
into  the  common  atmofphere,  which 
may  account  for  my  not  being  able 
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to  colled!  any  quantity  of  it  in  this 
app  :  rat  us. 

u  Hoping  to  fucceed  better  in 
collecting  this  volatile  matter  by 
means  ot  a  quantity  of  water  in¬ 
cumbent  upon  the  mercury,  in  the 
ftrong  glafs  veffel  in  wh  en  the 
explofions  were  made  (though  I 
had  found  that  part  ot  it  could 
efc ape  through  the  water)  I  decom¬ 
pofed  a  great  quantity  of  the  two 
kinds  of  air  in  theft  circumftances  ; 
and  preftntiy  found  that  the  water 
became  very  cloudy,  and  was  at 
length  full  of  a  blackifh.  matter. 
This  I  collected,  and  found  that  it 
remained  perfectly  black  upon  the 
earthen  veffel  in  which  the  water 
containing  it  was  evaporated  ;  which 
would  not  have  been  the  cafe  it 
the  blackifh  matter  in  the  water 
had  been  that  powder  of  mercury , 
which  is  produced  by  agitating  it 
in  pure  watt.  r.  For  that  black  mafs 
always  became  white  running  mer¬ 
cury  the  moment  the  water  was 
evaporated  from  it.  Could  I  have 
collect'd  a  fufficient  quantity  of 
this  black  matter,  I  might  have 
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fatisfled  myfelf  whether  it  was  a 
proper  foot  or  not. 

“  Mr.  Warltire  fir  ft  obferved  this 
cloudinefs  in  a  veffel  in  which  he 
burned  inflammable  air;  hut  it  is 
remarkable  that  fometimes  I  got  it 
repeatedly  in  theft  explofions,  all 
the  in  fide  of  the  vellll  becoming* 
quite  black  after  the  explofion  ;  and 
at  other  times  I  have  not  been  able 
to  get  this  appearance  at  all  ;  fo 
that  I  am  not  yet  able  to  deter¬ 
mine  on  what  it  depends.  Atone 
time,  having  the  infide  of  the 
ftrong  glafs  tube  made  very  black 
with  thefe  explofions,  I  let  it 
remain  a  day  or  two  expofed  to  the 
common  air,  when  the  blacknefs 
difappeared,  leaving  the  infide  of  the 
veflel  covered  with  fmall  globules 
of  white  mercury.  It  teems,  there¬ 
fore, 
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fore,  that  part  of  the  phlpgifton 
of  the  inflammable  air  fome  times 
attaches  itfelf  to  the  vapour  of  mer¬ 
cury,  diftuled  invifibly  through  the 
fpace  within  the  veffel,  and  that  it 
quits  it  to  unite  to  the  air  of  the 
atmofphere, 

“  Chat  water  in  great  quantities 
is  fometimes  produced  from  burn¬ 
ing  inflammable  and  dephlogilfi- 
cated  air  is  evident  from  the  ex¬ 
periments  of  Mr.  Cavendifh  and 
Mr.  Lavoifier.  t  have  alfo  fre¬ 
quently  collected  conliderable  quan¬ 
tities  of  water  in  this  way,  though 
never  quite  fo  much  as  the  weight 
of  the  two  kinds  of  air  decompof- 
ed.  My  apparatus  for  this  pur- 
pofe  was  the  following  Into  the 
mouth  of  a  large  giafs  balloon  I 
introduced  a  tube,  from  the  orifice 
of  which  there  conrinua  ly  blued 
inflammable  air,  from  a  veil'd  con¬ 
taining;  iron  and  oil  of  vitriol  This 
being  lighted,  continued  to  burn 


like  a  candle.  Prefen  tly  after  the 
lighting  of  it,  the  inline  of  the 
balloon  always  became  cloudy,  and 
the  moifture  foon  gathered  in  drops, 
and  fettled  in  the  lower  part  of 
the  balloon.  To  catch  what  might 
iffue  in  the  form  of  vapour,  in  the 
current  of  air  through  the  balloon, 
I  placed  the  giafs  tube  in  which  I 
always  found  fome  water  condens¬ 
ed.  It  is  very  poflible,  however, 
that  in  both  thefe  modes  of  expe¬ 
rimenting,  the  water  may  be  con¬ 
verted  into  a  kind  of  vapour,  which 
is  very  different  from  fleam,  and 
capable  of  being  conveyed  a  great 
way  through  air,  or  even  water, 
without  condenfation,  along  with 
the  air  with  which  it  is  mixed  ; 
and  on  this  account  it  may  not  be 
poflible,  in  either  of  thefe  modes  of 
experimenting,  to  colledt  all  the 
water  into  which  the  two  kinds  of 
air  may  be  converted.  The  nature 
of  this  kind  of  vapour  into  which 


water  may  be  changed,  and  which, 
is  not  readily  condenfed  by  cold, 
is  very  little  underflood,  but  well 
deferves  the  particular  attention  of 
philofophers.  Even  mercury  will 
evaporate,  fo  Is  to  lofe  weight,  in. 
a  degree  of  heat  below  that  of 
boiling:  water. 

CO 

“  That  the  water  colledfed  in  the 
balloon  comes  from  the  decompo- 
lition  of  the  air,  and  not  from  the 
frefh  air  circulating  through  it,  was 
evident  from  placing  balls  of  hot 
iron  in  the  place  of  the  flame,  and 
finding  that,  though  the  balloon 
was  as  much  heated  by  them  as  by 
the  flame  of  the  burning  of  the  in¬ 
flammable  air,  and  confequenily 
there  mull  have  been  the  fame 
current  of  the  external  air  through 
it,  no  moifture  was  found  in  the 
balloon. 

u  When  in  this  manner,  I  burn¬ 
ed  inflammable  air  from  pure  iron, 
the  water  I  colledted  was  perfectly 
free  from  acid,  and  the  infide  of 
the  balloon  was  quite  clear,  but 
when  I  ufed  fulpburated  iron ,  there 
was  a  denfe  white  cloud  that  filled 
the  iniide  of  the  balloon.  There 
was  alfo  a  ftrong  fmell  of  vitriolic 
acid  air,  and  the  water  collected  was 
fenfibly  acid  to  the  tafte. 

Havinp-  found  that  water  is 
an  effential  ingredient  in  the  con- 
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ftitution  of  inflammable  air,  at 
leafl  as  produced  from  iron,  it  flill 
remained  to  be  determined  whether, 
when  a  calx  is  revived,  and  the 
metal  formed,  the  pure  phlogiflon 
only  entered  the  calx,  or,  together 
with  it,  that  water  which  was  ne* 
ceflary  to  its  form  of  inflammable 
air. 

u  In  order  to  afeertain  this,  I 
frequently  revived  dry  calces  of 
lead  in  dry  inflammable  air,  and 
examined  the  appearances  of  moif¬ 
ture  afterwards.  But  notwithftand- 
ing  all  the  attention  that  I  gave 

to 
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to  the  procefs,  I  could  not  be  ab- 
fblutely  certain,  whether  more 
mo i(t u re  was  left  in  the  veffel,  than 
might  have  exifted  extranoufly  in 
the  inflammable  air,  or  whether, 
when,  the  phlogifton  was  abforbed, 
it  left  behind  it  any  water  that  had 
been  effential  to  it,  as  inflammable 
air.  Appearances  were  fuch  as 
fometimes  inclined  me  to  think 
that  every  thing  which  conflitutes 
inflammable  air  goes  into  a  calx,  in 
order  to  form  the  metal  ;  fo  that  if 
this,  though  a  compound  thing, 
be.  called  phlogifton ,  it  will  ft  ill  be 
true  that  phlogifton  and  inflammable 
miF  are  the  fame  thing  ;  but,  on 
the  whole,  I  rather  think  that  the 
water  which  was  effential  to  the 
conftitution  of  inflammable  air  was 
left  behind. 

That  water,  however,  may 
exift  in  bodies  in  a  combined  ft  ate * 
without  appearing  to  be  water,  we 
know  in  many  cafes  ;  but  it  is  in 
nothing  more  evident  than  in  the 
leaks  of  iron ,  than  which  no  fub- 
ftance  can  have  lefs  the  appearance 
of  containing  water. 

“  But  not  to  give  a  mere  opinion , 
I  fhall  recite  the  particulars  of  a 
few  experiments ,  which  I  made  with 
the  view  above-mentioned.  In  6\ 
ounce  meafures  of  inflammable  air 
from  iron,  I  revived  lead  till  it  was 
reduced  to  i  \  ounce  meafure,  care 
having  been  taken  ro  make  every 
thing  as  dry  as  pofnble.  Some 
moifture,  however,  did  appear, 
perhaps  more  than  half  a  grain  ; 
but  as  this  air  had  been  confined  by 
water,  it  was  no  more  than  might 
have  been  contained  in  it  as  an 
extraneous  fubftance.  It  ought  alfo 
to  be  confidered  that  it  mu  ft  be 
exceedingly  difficult  to  expel  ad 
jnoifture  by  mere  heat  from  fuch  a 
powdery  fubftance  as  the  yellow 
palx  of  lead,  without  reviving  the 


metal.  All  chemifts  well  know 
how  firmly  moifture  adheres  to 
many  fubttances,  with  which  it 
does  not  properly  unite,  and  how 
much  heat  is  neceffiary  to  feparate 
them. 

“  Again  in  6|  ounce  meafures 
of  inflammable  air  from  iron,  X 
revived  lead  till  there  remained  0,9 
of  a  meafure,  and  there  was  hardly 
any  more  moifture  than  I  had  rea- 
fon  to  think  might  have  been  in 
the  veffel,  independently  of  what 
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was  contained  in  tne  inflammable 
air;  and  in  order  to  enable  myfelf 
to  judge  of  this,  1  melted  an  equal 
quantity  of  the  fame  minium,  under 
a  dry  glafs  veffel  with  common  air, 
when  a  little  moifture  appeared*  011 
the  infi.de  of  the  glafs,  about  as 
much,  1  thought  (for  1  could  only 
judge  by  my  eye)  as  when  I  had 
revived  the  lead  from  that  minium 
in  inflammable  air.  The  quantity 
of  lead  revived  was  only  16  grains, 
but  a  good  deal  of  the  minium  had 
been  made  black  in  the  procefs. 

u  Lastly,  I  expofed  fome  calx  of 
lead  to  the  heat  of  the  lens  in 
inflammable  air,  received  immedi¬ 
ately  from  the  veffel  in  which  it 
was  generated  from  iron  and  oil  of 
vitriol,  becaufe  this  contains  lefs 
water  than  that  which  has  been 
received  in  water  and  confined  by 
it  ;  and  when  6  or  7  ounce  mea¬ 
fures  of  the  air  were  abforbed,  I 
could  not  fuppofe,  from  the  ap¬ 
pearance,  that  the  water  could  be 
more  than  a  quarter  of  a  grain. 
However,  when  I  repeated  the 
experiment  once  more,  I  thought 
there  miaht  be  about  half  a  grain 
of  water,  which  is  more  than  I  can 
well  account  for,  without  fuppofing' 
that  the  water  which  was  neceflary 
to  the  conftitution  of  infl  mmabje 
air,  and  which  I  fuppofe  to  \  e 
about  half  its  weight,  was  left 
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behind  when  the  pure  phlogiflon  ciined  ;  fo  that  I  do  not  think  that 
revived  the  calx.  This,  therefore,  any  water  enters  into  the  conflitu- 
13  the  opinion  to  which  I  am  in-  tion  of  any  of  the  metals.” 


An  ESSAY  on  PORTABLE  FURNACES. 

[From  the  IVth  Volume  of  the  Transactions  of  the  Society  for  the 
Encouragement  of  Arts,  Manufactures,  and  Commerce.] 


T'HE  well  known  advantages 

tg  w 

that  have  accrued  to  expe¬ 
rimental  philofophy,  and  to  the 
arts,  particularly  thofe  that  depend 
on  chemical  precedes,  from  the  ufe 
of  poi table  furnaces,  render  it  urn 
neceflary  to  fay  any  thing  in  com¬ 
mendation  of  the  invention ;  but 
as  by  them  gentlemen  of  rank  and 
fortune  (from  whom  experiments 
are  chiefly  to  be  expedited)  are  en¬ 
abled  further  to  profecute  thofe  flu- 
dies,  which  have  already  been  the 
origin  of  many  of  the  benefits  the 
public  reap  from  the  prefent  im¬ 
proved  Fate  of  our  manufactures, 
it  may  not  be  unprofitable  to  give 
a  fhort  account  of  the  invention, 
jdeferibe  the  feveral  kinds  moil  in 
ufe;  and  as  all  hitherto  contrived 
have  laboured  under  feme  objec¬ 
tions,  to  flievv  a  cheap  and  eafy  me^ 
thod,  confirmed  by  conflderable  ex¬ 
perience,  by  which  thofe  defeats 
are  remedied,  and  the  ufe  of  fuch 
furnaces  rendered  more  agreeable 
and  commodious, 

u  It  is  not  in  this  paper  intended 
to  deferibe  the  feveral  forms,  which 
fometimes  the  judgment* and  fome- 
times  the  caprice  of  the  maker 
have  adopted,  but  to  (hew  that  the 
materials  of  which  they  have  been 
conftruCted,  though  fit  tor  the  pur- 
pofe  intended,  have  nevertheless 
been  hardly  ever  properly  applied  ; 
apd  then  lay  before  the  reader,  the 
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method  alluded  to  above,  of  obvi¬ 
ating  the  objections  hitherto  made 
to  them. 

“  To  the  celebrated  John  Joa¬ 
chim  Becher  we  owe  the  inven¬ 
tion  of  portable  furnaces,  contrived 
for  performing  the  different  kinds 
of  chemical  procefles,  of  which  he 
has  given  us  a  full  hiflory  and  ex¬ 
planation,  with  many  plates,  in  his 
work  entitled,  Scyphus  Becheria- 
nus.  In  the  introduction  to  that 
work,  the  author  fays,  That  hav¬ 
ing  obferved  fome  workmen  melt 
iron  in  a  fmall  furnace,  it  occurred 
to  him  that  fome  thing  might  be 
contrived  by  which  the  feveral  che¬ 
mical  procefles  might  be  conveni¬ 
ently  performed  ;  and  that  having 
completed  his  ideas  on  this  head, 
fome  of  the  firfl  furnaces  made 
were  purchafed  by  Dr.  Dickenlbn, 
phyfician  to  the  king,  prince  Ru¬ 
pert,  and  the  honourable  Mr.  Boyle. 

“  He  direCts  the  furnace  to  be 
made  of  plate-iron,  having  rivets 
faflened  at  different  places,  with 
heads  projecting  fufficiently  within 
the  in  fide  of  the  furnace  :  As  the 
furnace  was  to  be  (to  the  thicknefs 
of  an  inch  and  half)  lined  with  a 
lute  compofcd  of  clay  and  fluid  ; 
thefe  rivets  were  intended  to  pre? 
vent  its  cracking,  and  falling  from 
the  fides, 

<4  The  ufe  of  fuch  a  contrivance 
as  this  appeared  fo  commodious  to 

the 
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the  late  Dr.  Shaw,  and  Mr,  Hawkf- 
bee  (ro  whom  the  prefent  tafte  for 
chemical  experiments,  is  in  a  great 
degree  owing),  that  in  the  ye,»r  173  i 
they  published,  with  confiderable 
additions  to  Bucher’s  tract1,  a  fmall 
volume  entitled,  “  An  EfTay  for  in¬ 
troducing  a  Portable  Laboratory”, 
for  which,  as  they  ingenuoufly  ac¬ 
knowledge,  they  were  almoft  whol¬ 
ly  indebted  to  Becher.  The  fur¬ 
nace  -described  by  Dr.  Shaw  and 
Mr.  Hawkfbee  differs  little  from 
that  of  Becher,  and,  like  it,  is  in¬ 
tended  to  be  lined  with  a  lute,  which 
is  to  be  fecured  to  the  iron  plate  by 
means  of  rivets. 

“  This  has  been  hitherto  almofl 
the  uni verfnl  practice  in  forming 
portable  furnaces  for  chemical  ex¬ 
periments ;  and  it  is  but  juftice  to 
fay,  that  to  thefe  authors  arp  to  be 
aferibed  the  invention  and  introduc¬ 
tion  of  furnaces  on  this  conftruc- 
tion,  however  the  fhapes  may  have 
been  varied  line'e  their  time. 

Another  kind  of  portable  fur¬ 
naces,  if  they  may  be  faid  to  de 
ferve  the  title,  were  contrived  by 
Johannc  Francifco  Vigani,  and  the 
cefcription  of  them,  with  figures, 
publifhed  by  him  in  a  fmall  treatife 
entitled,  Medulla  Chymiae  ;  print¬ 
ed  in  London  1683,  and  dedicated 
to  three  Englifh  noblemen. 

As  thefe  furnaces  confided  fole- 
1y  in  having  a  number  of  bricks, 
fo  fitted  together  and  marked,  that 
they  might  eaiily  be  taken  a  funder, 
when  an  operation  was  finifhyd,  and 
commodioufly  fet  aiide  until  they 
Ihould  be  again  wanted,  the  fre¬ 
quent  mi  flaying,  or  lofs  of  the 
loofe  bricks,  foon  brought  this 
kind  of  furnace  into  difufe,  in  ex¬ 
perimental  laboratories ;  though  it 
muft  be  owned,  it  has  in  many  caf¬ 
es  fome  advantages,  and  is  often 
ufecf,  to  this  day,  by  plumbers,  and 
other  workmejl. 


u  About  the  year  1750,  the  late 
Dr.  Lewis,  whole  name  and  memo¬ 
ry  will  ever  be  refpedled  by  ail  vo¬ 
taries  to  chemillry,  obferving  the 
inconveniencies  that  attended  the 
ufe  of  both  the  foregoing:  kinds  of 
furnaces,  and  taking  the  hint,  as 
he  candidly  acknowledges,  from  an 
ingenious  workman,  and  alfo  re- 
Hefting-  on  the  durability  of  black 
lead  crucibles,  and  the  eafe  with 
which  the  openings  for  doors, 
chimneys,  &c.  are  made  in  them, 
contrived  thole  portable  furnaces, 
fo  accurately,  and  fo  properly  de- 
feribed  by  him,  in  the  frit  part  of 
his  excellent  work,  entitled,  The 
Philofophical  Commerce  of  Arts  ; 
a  work,  which  if  he  had  met  with 
due  encouragement  to  profecute, 
and  had  completed  according  to  his 
ideas  on  the  fubjeft,  would  have 
done  infinite  honour  to  himfelf  and 
to  his  country.  Since  that  time, 
it  does  not  appear  that  any  one  has 
made  an  eftential  alteration  in  the 
conftrudtion  of  thefe  kinds  of  in¬ 
crements,  except  the  ingenious 
Me  firs,  R 11  111  and  Hem  pel,  of 
Cheyne  Row,  Chelfea,  who  having, 
under  the  patronage  of  the  Society, 
eflabliflied  a  manufactory  of  black 
lead  pots,  and  profiting  by  the 
thoughts  of  Dr.  Lewis,  have  em¬ 
ployed  themfelves  in  making  fur¬ 
naces,  in  a  very  neat  and  commo¬ 
dious  manner,  of  the  fame  materi¬ 
als  their  pots  are  formed  of ;  and 
the  only  objection  to  them,  is  the 
price  at  which  they  mu  ft  neceflarily 
be  fold,  on  account  of  the  value  of 
the  materials,  and  the  workman*. 
Clip  ;  in  every  other  reipedt,  they 
anfwer  well  the  purpofes  they  are 
in  ended  for,  being  ingeniouliy  con¬ 
trived,  and  executed  in  a  workman¬ 
like  manner, 

“  It  would  be  highly  improper 
here  to  omit  obferving  that  the  juft- 
ly  admired  JBoerhaave,  mentions 

two 
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two  kinds  of  portable  furnaces  con¬ 
trived  by  himfelf,  the  one  formed 
of  wood,  lined  with  iron  plate,  in 
which  only  thole  operations  that 
require  a  very  gentle  heat,  hardly 
exceeding  that  of  boiling  water, 
could  be  performed.  As  in  this 
furnace,  a  finall  equable  fire  may 
conveniently  be  kept  up  without 
much  trouble  or  expence,  he  calls 
it,  Furnus  Studioforum.  His  o- 
ther  furnace  lie  diredts,  like  thofe 
of  Becher,  to  be  made  of  plate- 
iron,  but  lined  with  brick  let  in 
mortar  made  of  lime  and  fand  ,*  this 
furnace,  however,  as  defcribed  by 
him,  feems  too  large  for  experi¬ 
ments,  and  in  ftrong  heats,  every 
one  knows  how  improper  it  is  to 
have  lime  come  in  contact  with 
the  bricks,  which  are  liable  to  be 
greatly  injured  by  it,  and  indeed, 
neither  of  thefe  furnaces  have  thefe 
many  years  pall  been  much  ufed, 

“  The  celebrated  Pott,  in  bis 
treatife,  entitled  Lithogeognofia, 
alfo  delcribes  a  portable  furnace, 
of  which  a  defign  is  annexed  to  his 
work ;  in  this  furnace,  he  fays 
every  thins:  in  nature,  that  is  fu- 

v  «p  9  7 

fible,  may  be  melted  in  an  hour  or 
two.  He  acknowledges  this  fur¬ 
nace  to  be  very  fimi'lar  to  that  of 
Becher,  and  defciibes  the  lute  he 
lined  it  with,  as  compofed  of  equal 
parts  of  pipe-clay,  burnt  and  un¬ 
burnt,  mixed  together  and  moi¬ 
stened  to  the  confidence  of  patle, 
with  bullock’s  blood  :  it  is  evident 
this  will  be  fubjedt  to  all  the  in  on- 
veniencies  of  the  other  furnaces 
lined  with  lute. 

u  The  principal  objection  that 
has  arifen  again  ft  the  furnaces  of 
Becher  and  Shaw,  is  that  the  lute, 
being  a  mixture  of  land,  clay,  and 
water,  muff  necelFarily  flirink,  and 
gonfequently  crack  in  drying  ;  but 
this  evil  m.»y  in  fome  degree  be  re¬ 
medied  by  filling  up  the  cracks, 


when  dry,  but  before  afire  is  light¬ 
ed,  with  frefli  lute,  which  will,  if 
artfully  managed,  adhere  pretty- 
well  to  the  firft  layer ;  but  there 
Hill  remains  an  infuperable  obftacle, 
which  is,  the  iron  rivets  that  pafs 
through  the  fides  of  the  furnace, 
into  lute,  expanding  in  great  heats, 
and  contra&ing  with  cold,  in  a 
degree  very  different  from  that  of 
the  mixture  of  clay  and  fand  that 
furrounds  them,  they  are  continu¬ 
ally  cracking  the  lute,  and  ferve 
rather  to  ieparate  and  throw  it  off 
from  the  iron  plate,  than  to  retain 
and  fix  it. 

u  The  chief  objection  to  the 
black  lead  furnaces  of  Dr.  Lewis, 
is  the  thinnefs  of  the  crucibles  of 
which  they  are  formed  ;  this  not 
only  permits  a  large  proportion  of 
heat  to  efface,  but  when  the  fur- 
nace  grows  red-hot,  tends  very 
much  to  incommode  the  operator, 
and  heat  the  room  wherein  any  ex¬ 
periments  are  making. 

“  It  is  with  a  view  to  remedy 
thefe  inconveniencies,  rather  than 
to  propofe  any  new  form  of  a  fur¬ 
nace,  that  this  paper  is  fubmitted 
to  the  confederation  of  the  l'ociety  ; 
and  this  end  is  obtained  by  uniting, 
in  fome  degree,  the  three  above 
mentioned  contrivances,  by  adopt¬ 
ing  the  iron  of  the  furnace  of 
Becher,  the  bricks  of  Vigani,  and 
the  uze  of  Dr.  Lewis,  which  feems 
bell  adapted  to  experimental  en¬ 
quiries. 

44  To  form  the  body  of  the  fur¬ 
nace,  which  is  the  only  part  in¬ 
tended  to  be  here  defcribed,  (as 
any  perfon  converfanc  with  thefe 
machines,  will  readily  fafhion  the 
dome  and  other  parts  as  may  bell 
luit  their  intention  ; )  procure  a 
cylinder,  about  eleven  inches  in 
diameter,  and  twelve  or  fourteen  in 
length,  made  of  ftrong  plate  iron, 
ri vetted  together  or,  as  the  thick- 

nefs 


[126]  An  ESSAY  on  PORT 

nefs  of  the  lining',  will  prevent  its 
ever  becoming  hot  enough  to  melt 
hard  folder,  it  will  be  much  nea¬ 
ter,  if  the  joint  be  brazed  :  at  one 
end,  which  is  to  be  confidered  as 
the  bottom  of  the  cylinder,  a  piece 
muft  be  cut  out  about  four  inches 
fquare,  which  is  to  be  the  opening 
to  the  afh-hole,  to  this  an  iron  door 
is  to  be  fitted  ;  juft  above  this 
opening,  three  iron  pins,  project¬ 
ing  half  an  inch  or  more  withinfide 
the  cylinder,  muft  be  well^  ri- 
vitted  on,  at  equal  diftances  from 
each  other ;  four  or  five  inches 
above  thefe  pins  let  another  hole 
be  cut  in  the  iron  cylinder,  and  a 
door  fitted  to  it,  this  ferves  for 
putting  in  the  fuel,  when  the  fur¬ 
nace  is  ufed  for  diftilling,  and  inch 
operations  as  require  oniy  a  gentle 
heat. 

“  On  the  pins  before  mentioned, 
lay  an  iron  grate,  and  let  the  whole 
of  the  cylinder,  above  this  grate, 
be  lined  with  fire-bricks,  the  joints 
well  fitted,  and  laid  in  loam  ;  by 
this  means  the  objection  to  the  lute 
of  Recher  and  Shaw,  is  obviated  ; 
and  as  the  bricks  may  be  reft  an 
inch  and  half  or  more  in  thicknefs, 
the  heat  will  be  better  retained  than 
in  the  black  lead  furnaces  of  Dr. 
Lewis.  To  fecurc  the  iron  door, 
whenever  the  furnace  is  to  be  uied 
as  a  wind  hole,  or  any  ftrong  fire 
raifed  therein,  a  piece  of  fire-brick 
is  to  be  fitted  to  the  opening,  and 
the  door  fhut,  which  will  effec¬ 
tually  preferve  the  iron  from  in¬ 
jury. 

4<  It  has  been  cuftomary  to  make 
portable  furnaces  in  the  form  of  a 
truncated  cone,  the  fmaller  end 
being  the  lower  part,  that  different 
fized  grates,  may  fit  at  different 
heights  ;  if  this  fliape  is  ftill  thought 
eligible,  it  may  be  eafily  obtained, 
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by  leaving  thofe’  bricks  that  are 
next  the  grate*  thicker  than  thofe 
towards  the  upper  part,  and  the 
diminution  may  either  be  regular, 
or  projections  left  at  the  heights 
required,  on  which  the  different 
grates  may  reft. 

Fire-bricks,  fit  for  this  purpofe, 
are  eafily  obtained  in  every  part  of 
this  kingdom,  and  in  London  they 
are  conftantly  to  be  met  with,  at  a 
low  price,  being  fent  hither  of  two 
kinds,  under  the  names  of  Wind- 
for  bricks,  and  Nonfuch  bricks  ; 
the  firftfo  called  from  being  brought 
from  the  town  of  that  name,  and 
the  other  from  their  being  made  at 
Nonfuch  Park,  near  Epfom,  Sur¬ 
ry  :  thefe  bricks  hand  every  degree 
of  fire  well,  and  are  of  fo  foft  a 
texture,  as  readily  to  admit  of  cut¬ 
ting  and  grinding  into  any  form  re¬ 
quired,  fo  as  to  be  eafily  adapted  to  tbe 
figure  of  the  furnace  ;  and  as  the 
loam  or  earth  of  which  they  are 
made,  is  alfo  brought  to  town  for 
fetting  them,  that  alfo  may  be 
readily  obtained  ;  and  thus  final! 
portable  furnaces,  more  durable, 
and  better  adapted  to  the  making 
chemical  experiments  than  any  I 
have  hitherto  met  with,  are  eafily' 
and  at  little  expence  conftruCted, 
u  The  very  refpeCtable  authors 
I  have  already  quoted,  have  given 
fuch  precife  and  accurate  delcrip- 
tions  of  the  forms  beft  adapted  to 
the  ufes  intended,  that  no  additions 
med  be  .  made  to  their  works  on 
that  head ;  and  the  well  known 
furnace  of  Dr.  Black  of  Edinburgh, 
when  lined  with  bricks,  as  now 
recommended,  will  be  found  greatly 
to  exceed  in  utility,  thofe  which 
having  been  hitherto  lined  with 
lute,  have  been  liable  to  the  ob¬ 
jections  ftated  above. ” 
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{  From  Letters  concerning  the  Northern  Coaft  of  the  County  of 
.Antrim,  &c.  By  the  Rev.  William  Hamilton.] 


u  vicinitv  of  the  little 

■Milling-  village  of  Portrulh 
to  the  Giant’s  Caufevvay,  has  af¬ 
forded  me,  during  my  flay  here, 
ample  opportunity  to  vifit  that  curi¬ 
ous  work  of  nature,  and  to  examine, 
with  a  good  deal  of  attention,  the 
features  of  the  adjoining  country, 
which  has  hitherto  been  very  im- 
perfeCtly  known. 

46  The  Caufeway  itfelf  is  gene- 
rally  defcribed  as  a  mole  or  quay, 
projecting  fyom  the  bafe  of  a  deep 
promontory,  forne  hundred  feet 
into  the  fea,  and  is  formed  of  per¬ 
pendicular  pillars  of  bafaltes,  which 
Hand  in  contact  with  each  other, 
exhibiting  an  appearance  not  much 
unlike  a  folid  honeycomb.  The 

■J 

pillars  are  irregular  prifms,  of  va¬ 
rious  denominations,  from  four  to 
eight  tides  ;  but  the  hexagonal 
columns  are  as  numerous  as  all  the 
others  together. 

44  On  a  minute  infpeCtion,  each 
pillar  is  found  to  be  feparable  into 
ieveral  joints,  whofe  articulation 
is  neat  and  compact  beyond  ex- 
predion ;  the  convex  termination 
of  one  joint  always  meeting  a  con¬ 
cave  focket  in  the  next  ;  bolides 
which,  the  angles  of  one  frequently 
riioot  over  thofe  of  the  other,  fo 
that  they  are  completely  locked 
together,  and  can  rarely  be  fepa- 
rated  without  a  fraCture  of  fome  of 
their  parts. 

44  The  tides  of  each  column  are 
unequal  among  themfelves,  but 
the  contiguous  Tides  of  adjoining- 
columns  are  always  of  equal  di- 
tnendons,  fo  as  to  touch  in  all  their 
parts. 

u  Though  the  angles  be  of  va¬ 
rious  magnitudes,  yet  the  fum  of 


the  contiguous  angles,  of  adjoining 
pillars,  always  makes  up  four  right: 
ones.  Hence  there  are  no  void 
fpaces  among  the  bafaltes,  the  fur- 
face  of  the  caufeway  exhibiting  to 
view  a  regular  and  compaCt  pave¬ 
ment  of  polygon  Hones. 

44  The  outlide  covering  is  foft, 
and  of  a  brown  colour,  being  the 
earthy  parts  of  the  done  nearly- 
deprived  of  its  metallic  principle 
by  the  aCtion  of  rhe  air,,  and  of  the 
marine  acid  which  it  receives  from 
the  fea. 

44  Thefe  are  the  obvious  external 
characters  of  this  extraordinary 

J 

pile  of  bafaltes,  obferved  and  de- 
feribed  with  wonder  by  every  one 
who  has  f'een  it.  But  it  is  not  here 
that  our  admiration  Hiouid  ceafe  ; 
— whatever  the  procefs  was  by 
which  nature  produced  that  beau¬ 
tiful  and  curious  arrangement  of 
pillars  fo  conspicuous  about  the 
Giant’s  Caufevvay  ;  the  caufe,  far 
from  being  limicted  to  that  fpot 
alone,  appears  to  have  extended 
through  a  large  tract  of  country, 
in  every  direction,  info  much  that 
many  of  the  common  quarries,  for 
feveral  miles  around,  feem  to  be 
only  abortive  attempts  towards  the 
production  of  a  Giant’s  Caufe¬ 
way. 

44  From  want  of  attention  to  this 
circumftance,  a  vail  deal  of  time 
and  labour  has  been  idly  fpent  in 
minute  examinations  of  the  Caufe¬ 
way  itieif ;  — in  tracing  its  courfe 
under  the  ocean,  p-urfuing  its'  co¬ 
lumns  into  the  ground— determin¬ 
ing  its  length  and  breadth,  and  the 
number  of  its  pillars — with  nume¬ 
rous  wild  conjectures  concerning 
its  original ;  all  of  which  ceafe  to 

be 


[128]  NATURAL  HISTORY  of  the  GIANT’s  CAUSEWAY. 


be  of  any  importance,  when  this 
ipot  is  confidered  only  as  a  final! 
corner  of  an  immenle  hafalt  quar¬ 
ry,  extending  widely  over  all  the 
neighbouring  land. 

“  The  leading  features  of  this 
whole  coaft  are  the  two 'great  pro¬ 
montories  of  Bengore  and  Fairhead, 
which  hand  at  the  diltance  of  eight 
miles  from  each  other  :  both  form¬ 
ed  on  a  great  and  ex  ten  live  fcale, 
both  abrupt  toward  the  lea,  and 
abundantly  expofed  to  obfervation, 
and  each  in  its  kind  exhibking 
jioble  arrangements  of  the  different 
jfpecies  of  columnar  balaltes. 

64  The  former  of  thefe  lies  about 
feven  miles  weft  of  Ballycaftle,  and 
is  generally  deferibed  by  feamen, 
who  lee  it  at  a  diftance  and  in  pro¬ 
file,  as  an  extenfive  headland, 
running  out  from  the  coaft  a  con- 
fiderable  length  into  the  lea  ;  but, 
jftricftly  fpeaking,  it  is  made  up  of  a 
number  of  lefter  capes  and  bays, 
each  with  its  own  proper  name,  the 
tout  enfemble  of  which  forms  what 
the  feamen  denominate  the  head' 
land  of  Bengore. 

44  Thefe  capes  are  compofed  of 
a  variety  of  different  ranges  of 
pillars,  and  a  great  number  of 
ilrata  ;  which,  from  the  abruptness 
of  the  coaft,  are  extremely  confpi- 
cuous,  and  form  an  unrivall-  d  pile 
of  natural  architedhire,  in  which 
all  the  neat  regularity  and  elegance 
of  art  is  united  to  the  wild  magni¬ 
ficence  of  nature. 

44  The  mod  perfect  of  thefe 
capes  is  called  Plealkin,  of  which  I 
lhall  attempt  a  deferiptioh,  and 
along  with  it  hope  to  fend  a  draw¬ 
ing  which  my  draftfman  has  taken 
from  the  beach  below  at  the  rifque 
of  his  neck  ;  for  the  approach  from 
thefe  promontories  down  to  the 
fea  is  frightful  beyond  defer! ption, 
and  requires  not  only  a  ftrong  head. 


but  very  conftaerable  bodily  acti¬ 
vity  to  accomplifh  it. 

44  The  fummit  of  Pleafkin  is 
covered  with  a  thin  grafiy  fbd, 
under  which  lies  the  natural  rock, 
having  generally  an  uniform  hard 
furface,  fo  me  what  cracked  and  fhi- 
vered.  At  the  depth  of  ten  or 
twelve  feet  from  the  fummit,  this 
rock  begins  to  aflame  a  columnar 
tendency,  and  forms  a  range  of 
maffy  pillars  of  bafaltes,  which  Hand 
perpendicular  to  the  horifori,  pre- 
fenting,  in  the  fharp  face  of  the 
promontory,  the  appearance  of  a 
magnificent  gallery  or  colonade, 
upwards  of  fixty  feet  in  height, 

44  This  colonade  is  fupported 
on  a  folid  bale  of  coarfe,  black, 
irregular  rock,  near  fixty  feet  thick, 
abounding  in  blebs  and  aw  holes ; 
but  though  comparatively  irregu¬ 
lar,  it  may  be  evidently  obferved 
to  affeCt  a  peculiar  figure,  tending 
in  many  places  to  run  into  regular 
forms,  refembling  the  fliooting  of 
falts  and  many  other  lubftances 
during  a  hafty  cryftallizatipn. 

44  Under  this  great  bed  of  (lone 
ftands  a  fecond  range  of  pillars, 
between  forty  and  fifty  feet  in 
height,  lefts  grofs,  and  more  fliarp- 
ly  defined  than  thole  of  the  upper 
ftory,  many  of  them,  on  a  clofe 
view,  emulating  even  the  neatnefs 
of  the  columns  in  the  Giant’s 
Caufeway.  This  lower  range  is 
borne  on  a  layer  of  red  ochre 
ftone,  which  ferves  as  a  relief  to 
fhew  it  to  ^reat  advantage. 

44  Thefe  two  admirable  natural 
galleries,  together  with  the  inter- 
jacent  mafs  of  irregular  rock, 
form  a  perpendicular  height  of  one 
hundred  and  feventy  feet;  from 
the  bale  of  which,  the  promontory, 
covered  over  with  rock  and  grafts, 
hopes  down  to  the  Tea  for  the  fpace 
of  two  hundred  feet  more,  making 
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in  all  a  mafs  of  near  four  hundred 
feet  in  height,  which  in  beauty 
and  variety  of  its  colouring,  in  ele¬ 
gance  and  novelty  of  arrangement, 
and  in  the  extraordinary  magni¬ 
tude  of  its  objeCls,  cannot  readily 
be  rivalled  by  any  thing  of  the 
kind  at  prefent  known. 

44  Though  there  are  but  two 
complete  ranges  of  pillars  which 
app  ar  in  any  of  the  promontories, 
vet  it  is  not  imorobable  that  there 
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may  be  many  more  in  fuccdtron,  at 
various  depths  under  ground  ;  and 
this  opinion  is  confirmed  by  co¬ 
lumnar  marks  which  nuv  be  traced 
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in  feveral  rocks  that  lie  in  the  fea. 
The  Caufeway  itfelf,  which  is  fit  a- 
ated  at  the  bale  of  one  of  thole 
promontories,  on  the  level  of  the 
beach,  is  one  of  thofe  columnar 
beds  that  has  been  ‘accidentally 
(hipped  and  walked  by  length  of 
time  and  (forms. 

44  The  pillars  of  this  whole 
headland  appear  naturally  to  effect 
a  perpendicular  (filiation,  and  in 
the  few  places  where  they  lie  in  an 
inclined  poftuiv,  it  feerns  to  be  the 
effect  of  fome  external  caufe, 
which  has  deranged  them  from 
their  original  difpofiticn.  Indeed 
where  the  forms  of  cryfrallizatfin 
are  imperfeCt,  they  may  be  fee  11  to 
(hoot  in  various  directions,  and 
fometimes  in  irregular  curves,  but 
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in  molt  of  thefe  in  fiances  the  co¬ 
lumnar  outline  is  very  rude  and 
unfinillied. 

“  It  is  worth  remarking,  that 
the  ranges  of  pillars  are  more  per - 
|ec,t  in  proportion  as  they  lie  deeper 
under  ground  ;  the  fecond  range  in 
Pleafkin  is  evidently  better  finiih- 
ed  than  rhe  upper  ony  and  contains 
much  fever  irregularities  in  the 
grain  of  its  Rone  ;  while  the  pillars 
of  the  Caufeway,  which  runs  into 
the  fea  itfelf,  have  ltill  a  greater 
iharpnefs  in  their  figure,  and  are 
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more  clofe  and  uniform  in  their 
texture. 

44  Such  is  the  general  outline  of 
this  great  headland,  which  affords 
objedts  extremely  intending  to 
every  one  who  may  with  to  ftudy 
native  in  her  bold  and  uncommon 
works. 

44  At  the  difiance  of  eight  miles 

o 

from  hence  (as  I  mentioned  before) 
the  promontory  of  Fairhead  raifes 
its  lofty  fummit  more  than  four 
hundred  f  et  abo/e  the  fea,  forming 
the  eaftern  termination  of  Rally- 
caftle  bay.  It  prefents  to  view  a 
vaft  compadf  mats  of  rude  colum¬ 
nar  fiones,  the  forms  of  which  are 
extremely  grofs,  many  of  them 
being  near  one  hundred  and  fifty 
feet  in  length,  and  the  texture  fo 
•coarfe,  as  to  referable  black  fchorle 
fbane,  rather  than  the  clofe  fine 
grain  of  the  Giant’s  Caufeway  ba- 
faltes.  At  the  bale  of  thefe  gigan- 
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tic  columns  lies  a  wild  wafte  of 
natural  ruins,  of  an  enormous  fize, 
which  in  the  courfe  of  fucceifive 
ages  have  been  tumbled  down  from 
their  foundation  by  (forms,  or  fome 
.more  powerful  operations  of  11a- 
tu  e.  Thefe  mafiive  bodies  have 
fometimes  withfiood  the  (hock  of 
their  fall,  and  often  lie  in  groups 
and  clumps  of  pillars,  refembling 
many  of  the  varieties  of  artificial 
ruins,  and  forming  a  very  novel 
and  finking*  landfcape. 

44  A  favage  wildnefs  characleii* 
zes  this  great  promontory,  at  the 
foot  of  which  the  ocean  rages  with 
uncommon  fury.  Scarce  a  fingle 
mark  of  vegetation  has  yet  crept 
over  the  ha<d  rock  to  diverfify  it’s 
colouring,  but  one  uniform  grey- 
nefs  clothes  the  feene  all  around. 
Upon  the  whole,  it  makes  a  fine 
contrail  with  the  beautiful  capes  of 
Bengore,  where  the  varied  brown 
(hades  of  the  pillars*  enlivened 
by  the  red  and  green  Ants  of  ochre 
i  uqedt 
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and  grafs,  calls  a  degree  of  life  and 
clieerfulirefs  over  the  different  ob- 
jedt  s.. 

Though  I  have  particularly 
deferibed  the  bufalt  pillars  of  thefe 
two  magnificent  promontories,  yet 
♦there  are  many  other  iimilar  ar¬ 
rangements  through  this  country, , 
which,,  though  lefs  worthy  ot  ad¬ 
miration'  as  great  objects,  yet  be¬ 
come  extremely  in.terelling  when 
one  willies  to  fearch  minutely  in¬ 
to  the  natural  caufes  which  might 
have  produced  thefe  extraordinary 
pillars. 

u  The  mountain  of  Dtinmull,. 
lying  between  Coleraine  and  the 
river  Bufh,  abounds -in  this  fpecies 
of  iione,,  particularly  at  the  craigs 
of  Iflamore,  where  two  different 
ranges  of  columns  may  he  dil'cover- 
cd ;  and’  at  moll  of  the  quarries, 


which  have  occafionally  been  opens- 
ed  round  the  mountain. — They  may 
be  feem  alio  at  Donluce  hill,  near 
the  callle  of  Dunluce  r— in  the  bed 
of  the  river  Bufh,  near  the  bridge 
of  Bufh  mills : — -on  the  fummit  of. 
the  mountain  of  Croaghmore; — in 
many  parts  of  the  high  land  over 
Ballintoy  : — in  the  illand  of  Rag  fi¬ 
ery  ;  and  various  other  placet,, 
through  an  extent  of  coaft  about 
fifteen  miles  in  length,,  and  two  in 
breadth. 

44  I  fliall  not  at  prefent  delay  you 
with  a  minute  dele tipt ion  of  each 
of  thefe,  but  may,  in  the  courfe  of” 
my  letters,  take  an  opportunity  to 
mention  the  general  character  of 
the  lace  of  this  country,  and  any 
Angularities  worthy  notice,  in  the 
forms  and  fituation.  of  its  ba lakes.** 


DESCRIPTION  of  GORDALE. 

[From  Hartley’s  Account  of  fome  Natural:  Curio fities  in  the  Environs 
of  Malham,,  in? Cr'A ven^  Yorkshire.] 


4(  Ifmounting  at  a  neat  little 
JL/  farm -ho  ufe,  at  the  en¬ 
trance  of  an  expnnlive  vale,  your 
attention  immediately  is  arretted 
from  the  meanders  of  a  rapid  rivu¬ 
let,  filled  with  concretions  and  pe- 
trifications,  to  the  proud  and  Yuriy 
front  of  an  inacc edible  rnafs  of  1b- 
15 d  rock,  impending  towards  the 
winding  of  a  gloomy  cavern,  and 
feeming  to  prohibit  your  advance. 

44  1  he  laid  time  1  paid  my  vows 
ro  the  genius  of  this  my  native  her¬ 
mitage  ;  wrapt  in  contemplation  and 
lamenting  the  deft rubtion  of  many 
;  a  variegated  blofibm  cropt  by  the 
mdifcnmmnting  hunger  of  the  lino-, 
gard  goats,  over  my  head  among 
the  cliffs  one  of  them  flood  and 
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fcratched  an  ear  upon  a  fhelf  where; 
1  would  nor  have  hood  dock  dill 

For  all  beneath  the  moon.” 

14  The  gloomy  melancholy  day 
fuited  well  the  favage  afpedt  of  the- 
pi  ce ;  and  although  my  mind, 
from  the  frequent  adulations  1  have 
paid  here,  ought  to  have  been  proof 
again  ft  furprize,  yet,  juft  on  turn¬ 
ing  the  corner  of  the  fear  where  the 
fiflu  res  hardly  arc  a  funder,  and 
feem  doling  directly  over  you  — 
Good  heavens  !  what  was  my  afto* 
nifliment !. — “.The.  Alps,  the  Py¬ 
renees,  KilJnrnsy,  Loch  Lomond, 
or  any  other  wonder  of  the  kind  at 
no  time,  (fays  an  eminent  ton  rift 
and  philofupher,)  exhibit  fuch  a 

chafm  i** 
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c'hafm — -but  at  this  inftant,  a 
dreadful  peal  of  thunder,  which  if 
I  had  not  been  flupid  beyond  con¬ 
ception  I  ought  to  have  been  pre¬ 
pared  for,  bur  11  upon  me. 

<4  Struck  with  indifcribable  ter- 
tor  and  aftonifhment,  the  natural 
apprehenlions  of  inftant  deftrudlion 
being-  over,  a  man  muft  have  been 
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dead  to  rationality  and  reflection, 
whole  mind  was  not  elated  with  im¬ 
mediate  gratitude  to  the  lupreme 
Architect  and  Preferver  of  die  uni- 
veric. 

44  In  a  brighter  dav,  and  without 
any  hereditary  veneration  for  the 
ground,  to  a  mind  capable  of  be¬ 
ing-  imprefted  with  the  grand  and 
fublime  of  nature,  this  is  a  fcene 
which  muft  infpire  a  plcafure  chaf- 
tifed  by  aftonifhment  and  admira¬ 
tion.  Perfonal  fafetv  alfo  inftnu- 
ates  itfelf  into  the  various  feelings 
where  the  eye  and  ear  are  lb  tre- 
mendoully  aftailed. 

44  As  loon  as  you  are  turned  with¬ 
in  the  canopy,  the  fuperhicumbent 
crags,  and  a  ilupendous  cataradt 
gufliing  impetuoufly  through  a  pro¬ 
digious  arch  above  1  co  feet  atmoft 
horizontally  above  you,  proclaim 
again  more  fternly  44  Hue  ades  fed 
non  amplius.”-—  f he  rock  upon 
your  left  rifes  perpendicularly,  va¬ 
riegated  indeed  with  yews  and  ever¬ 
greens  flatting  from  its  interlaces 
and  llielves.  But  th.efe  are  not  the 
thing -It  is  the  rock  upon  your 
right,  under  which  you  Hand  to  fee 
the  Fall,  which  forms  the  principal 
horror  of  the  place. 


44  From  its  very  bafe  it  begins  to 
dope  forwards  over  you  in  one  black 
and  awful  canopy,  and  overfhadows 
above  half  the  area  below  its  tre¬ 
mendous  roof.  When  you  Hand 
five  or  fix  yards  diftant  from  its 
foot,  the  drops  which  are  inceflant- 
ly  dillilling  from  its  brow  fall  upon 
your  head,  and  in  one  part  of  its 
top  more  expofed  to  the  weather, 
there  are  feveral  loole  ft  mes  which 
feem  hanging  in  the  air,  and  threat¬ 
en  you  with  immediate  annihilation. 

“  It  appears  fafer  however  to 
file  I  ter  vourfelf  clofe  under  its  bale, 
and  trull  to  the  mercy  of  that  en¬ 
ormous  mafs  which  nothing  but  an 
earthquake  can  remove. 

44  From  the  bottom  of  this  right- 
hand  cleft  to  its  fummir,  which  o- 
verhangs  its  bafe  above  twenty 
yards,  is  240  feet  ;  but  above  this 
point  there  are  three  other  rows  of 
receding  rocks,  confronting  a  fimi- 
l,tr  range  on  the  opposite  fide  the 
chafm,  from  which,  if  a  line  was 
drawn  acrofs,  the  central  height 
from  the  rivulet  would  be  above 
360  yards. 

44  If  any  thing  can  increafe  the 
natural  lolemnity  of  this  vaft  and 
tremendous  gulf,  it  is  the  mourn¬ 
ful  folitary  fereaming  of  the  eagle 
tribe  and  the  ill-boding  croakings 
of  the  ravens,  which  if  they  are 
not  beyond  your  light  appear  foar- 
hw  fo  high  amid  the  clouds  as  if 
they  were  inhabitants  of  fome  lof¬ 
tier  region,  taking  a  furvey  of  the 
world  below  them.’" 
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A  N  T  I  Q  U  I  T  I  E  S. 

-A  SKETCH  of  the  WELSH  BARDS. 


[From  Warrington’s 

a  rr^HE  bards  derived  their  ori- 

j[  gin  from  remote  antiquity, 
and  were  ever  held  in  high  ellima- 
tion  Mankind  have  been  early  led 
to  poetical  compolitions.  Agree¬ 
able  founds  would  ft  like  at  firlt  e- 
very  ear,  but  poetry  was  neceffaty 
to  give  thofe  founds  a  lading  effedt. 
Verfe  was  m.de  life  of  to  prefen  e 
the  memory  of  remarkable  events 
and  great  actions.  The  religious 
ceremonies  of  nations,  their  man¬ 
ners,  and  rural  labours,  were  alfo 
recorded  in  numbers.  Hence  it  was 
that  Greece  could  boaft  of  a  Ho¬ 
mer,  a  Heliod,  and  many  other  po¬ 
ets,  feveral  ages  before  an  hiftori- 
an  had  written  in  prole.  Among 
the  Gauls  alfo,  and  other  Celtic 
nations,  there  were  poems  com- 
pofed  on  various  fubjedis  from  the 
eaiiiefl  ages. 

It  is  difficult  to  fix  the  etymolo¬ 
gy  of  the  name  beirdh ,  unh  fs  de¬ 
rived  from  bar,  which  iignities  fu¬ 
ry-  ;  and,  no  doubt,  has  fome  ana¬ 
logy  to  that  poetic  fury,  or  enthu- 
liafm,  with  which  the  poets  fancied 
themfelves,  or  might  feign  to  be 
infpired.  Diodorus  Siculus  is  the 
firft  author  among  the  ancients,  who 
makes  mention  of  the  bards,  as 
compofers  of  verfes  ;  which  they 
fun  g  to  the  harp,  and  other  inftru- 
inents  of  rnufic ;  celebrating  the 
praifes  of  heroes,  or  chalHfing  vi~ 
'ftious  characters  with  iatirical  iu- 
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vedlives.  Ammianus  Marcellinus 
fays,  it  was  the  province  of  the 
bards  to  liny,  in  heroic  verfe  fet  to 
mufical  notes  of  the  harp,  the  at- 
chievements  of  illuftrious  men. 
There  is  a  paffage  of  Poffidonius, 
cited  by  Athenseus,  which  deferibi  s 
the  Celtic  princes  going  to  war, 
having  bards  in  their  train  ;  who 
celebrated  the  praifes  of  their  chief¬ 
tains  in  verfe,  which  they  fung  to 
the  people. 

“  Great  refpedt  was  paid  by  all 
the  northern  nations  to  their  bards, 
as  they  not  only  publifhed  their  re¬ 
nown  to  the  world,  but  eonugned 
their  fame  to  pofferity.  It  is  laid, 
that  this  order  of  men  were  never 
guilty  of  flattery,  and  never  lavifh- 
ed  their  praifes  on  heroes,  or  even 
on  kings  themfelves,  unlefs  deferr¬ 
ed  by  their  gallant  exploits. 

u  Though  the  order  of  the  bards 
was  common  to  the  Celtic  nations, 
no  veltige  of  them,  remains  but  a- 
nvng  the  Welfh,  the  Iriffi,  and  the 
ancient  Caledonians. 

“  On  the  invalions  of  the  Pi  As, 
the  Scots,  and  the  Saxons,,  and  on 
the  decline  ,of  the  Britifh  empire, 
many  poetical  compolitions  were 
deftroyed,  with  other  ancient  re¬ 
cords  ;  hence  the  writings  of  the 
bards,  and  thofe  of  the  early  hii- 
torians  are  exceedingly  fcarce.  Nen¬ 
nius,  who  wrote  in  the  ninth  cen¬ 
tury,  and  in  the  reign  of  prince 
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Merfyn,  is  the  firft  of  oar  Britifh 
h  i  dorian  s,  who  mentions  the  baids. 
He  lays,  that  Talhaiarn  was  famous 
for  poetry,  that  Aneurin,  and  Ta- 
1  eftn,  Llvwarch-hen  and  Cian, 
flouriftied  at  tne  fame  period.  Of 
thefe  bards,  the  works  only  of 
three  are  extant ;  chofe  of  Alien  via, 
or  Taliefln,  and  Llywarch-ben. 
The  writing  of  the  other  bards  be- 
ing  loft,  we  can  only  bring  Nenni¬ 
us  as  an  evidence  m  their  prai.e, 
who  a  Herts  that  the  bards  of  his 
age  were  men  of  excellent  geni - 
us.  The  poems  which  are  extant 
contain  many  things  deferring  of 
notice,  and  throw  a  great  light  up¬ 
on  the  hiftorical  events  of  that  age. 
At  the  fame  time  they  are  difficult 
to  be  underftood,  owing  in  part  to 
the  careleffnefs  of  tranferibers,  and 
in  part  to  the  language  of  itielf,  be¬ 
come  obfolete  from  its  very  great 
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antiquity.  Aneurin,  to  whom  his 
country  gave  the  honourable  dif- 
tindfion  of  Mychdeirn-Keirdh,  or 
monarch  of  the  bards,  in  a  poem 
entitled  Gododin,  relates  that  he 
had  been  engaged  in  a  battle  again  ft 
the  Saxons.  Taliefln,  called  like- 
wife  Pen-Beiroh,  or  the  prince  of 
the  bards,  reiided  at  the  courts  of 
Maelgwyn  Gwynedh,  and  Urien 
Reged,  prince  of  Cumberland. 
Llywarch-hen,  or  the  aged,  who 
was  kinfman  to  the  lall  mentioned 
prince,  uas  himfelf  a  fovereign  in 
a  part  of  Cumbria,  and  had  palled 
his  youthful  days  in  the  court  ol 
king  Arthur  There  are  extant 
fome  manufeript  poems  of  his, 
wherein  he  recites  that  he  was  dri¬ 
ven  by  the  Saxons  into  Powis,  that 
he  had  twenty -four  Ions,  all  of 
whom  were  dilHnguiftied  by  golden 
torquefes,  and  that  they  ail  died  in 
defence  of  their  country.  Bdiides 
thofe  already  menthmed,  there  were 
other  bards  who  flourillied  during 
this  period,  the  moft  eminent  of 


whom  was  Merddin  Wyllt,  who 
compofed  a  poem  called  Afallenau, 
or  the  Orchard, 

“  From  the  ftxth  to  the  tenth 
century,  it  is  difficult  to  meet  with 
any  of  the  writings  of  the  bards, 
owing,  it  is  probable,  to  the  devaff 
rations  of  war,  and  to  the  civil  dif- 
fen lions  among  the  Welfti. 
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Such  was  the  refpeeft  in  which 
the  bards  were  held,  that  it  was  en¬ 
acted  by  a  law  of  Howel  Dha,  that 
whoever  fhould  llrike  any  one  of 
this  order  muft  compound  for  the 
offence,  by  paying  to  the  party  ag¬ 
grieved  one  fourth  more  than  was 
neceflary  to  be  paid  to  any  other 
perlbn  of  the  fame  degree.  The 
election  of  the  bards  was  made  e- 
very  year,  in  an  alfembly  of  the 
princes  and  chieftains  of  the  coun¬ 
try  ;  in  which  they  were  affigned 
precedence,  and  emolument  fuitable 
to  their  merit ;  but  the  bard  molt 
highly  diftinguifhed  for  his  talents 
was  folemnly  chaired,  and  had  like¬ 
wise  a  badge  given  him  of  a  fiver 
chair.  This  congrefs  of  the  bards 
was  moft  ufually  held  at  the  three 
royal  refdences  of  the  princes  of 
Vv  ales  ;  the  fovereign  himfelf  pre- 
tiding  in  that  alfembly. 

u  There  were  three  different 
ejaffes  of  this  order  in  Wales.  The 
frit  was  called  Beirdhs,  and  were 
the  compofers  of  verfes  and  odes  in 
various  meafures  ;  it  was  neceflary 
that  thefe  ftiould  pallets  a  genius  for 
poetry,  and  that  genius  tindiured 
with  a  high  degree  of  enthufiafm. 
They  were  likewife  the  recorders 
of  the  arms  of  the  Welfti  gentry, 
and  the  grand  repofrories  of  the 
genealogies  of  families,  ThisHafs 
Was  accounted  the  moll  honourable, 
and  was  high  in  the  public  eftima- 
tion.  The  fecond  clafs,  called 
Minftrels,  were  performers  upon  in- 
ftruments,  chiefly  the  harp  and  the 
myth.  The  third  were  they  who 
I  }  runs’ 
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fung  to  thofe  inftruments,  and  were 
Called  Datgeiniaid. 

44  In  the  reign  of  Gryffydh  ap 
Cynan,  a  law  was  enadted  to  al¬ 
ee  rtain  the  privileges  of  the  bards 
and  min  tire  Is.,  and  to  retrain  their 
licentious  manners.  This  iiatute 
preferibed  the  emoluments  each  was 
to  receive,  as  well  as  the  perfons  on 
whom  fuch  emoluments  were  im- 
p  fed.  It  was  likewife  enadted,  that 
neither  the  bards  nor  the  minfcrels 
fhould  lead  the  lives  of  vagabonds, 
nor  ling  verfes  in  houfes  of  public 
re  fort ;  that  thev  fliould  not  be  in- 
toxicated  with  liquor,  or  be  quar 
relfome  perfons,  or  be  addicted  to 
women  ;  and  that  they  fhould  nei¬ 
ther  be  thieves  themfelves,  nor  be 
the  companions  of  luch  ;  they  were 
prohibited  likewife  from  entering 
into  any  houfe,  or  making  latirical 
fongs  on  any  perfon,  without  the 
licence  of  the  parties  concerned. 
If  a  bard  or  a  m.inftrel  fliould  vio¬ 
late  thefe  rellraipts  in  their  c  n- 
dutft,  by  a  lingular  and  unexampl¬ 
ed  feverity,  every  man  was  made 
an  officer  of  iu  ft  ice,  and  was  au- 
thonled  not  only  to  arrell  and  to 
punifli  diicredonally,  put  to  feize 
on  whatever  property  the  offender 
had  about  him.  This  ftatute,  the 
feverity  of  which  in  Ionite  degree 
points  out  its  neceffity,  has  been 
frequently  put  in  force  by  the 
reigning  authority  of  the  country, 
as  appears  by  feveral  comb  iffioqs 
directing  the  better  regulation  of 
the  order. 

“  From  this  time  under  the  au- 
fpicious  protection  of  the  Wei  ill 
princes,  many  excellent  bards  a- 
rofe  Meilir,  who  was  the  bard  of 
Gryffydh  ap  Cynan,  was  alfo  em¬ 
ployed  in  a  military  character,  and 
was  lent  by  that  prince  to  tranfacf 
a  npgociation  in  England.  Gwalch- 
mai  ti  e  foil  ot  Meilir,  in  a  poem 
entitled  Gorhoffedd,  glories  that  he 
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had  defended  the  marches  of  Wales 
again  ft  the  Englilh.  Cynddebv 
Brydydd-Mawr,  or  Cynddelw  the 
great  bard,  was  a  perfon  eminent  for 
his  valour,  and  lived  in  the  court 
of  Madoc  ap  Meredydh  the  prince 
of  Powis. 

44  From  the  time  of  Owen  Gwy- 
nedh,  to  the  death  of  that  gieat 
prince  the  laft  Llewelyn,  feveral 
bards  flourillied  of  diftinguifhed  ta¬ 
lents  ;  the  moft  eminent  of  whom 
was  Llywarch  Prydydh-y-Moch, 
who  has  celebrated  in  many  odes 
the  victories  of  Llewelyn  the  Great; 
likewife  Dafydh  fen  Iras,  Daniel 
ap  Llofgurn  Mew,  and  Llewelyn 
Fardd  ap  Cyward.  Cotemporary 
with  thefe  ftourifhed  Phi1  ip  Bry» 
dydh,  who  was  an  eminent  bard  in 
Cardigan, 

44  Tyranny  having  eredled  her 
banner  in  Wales,  by  the  cruel  po¬ 
licy  of  Edward,  in  the  mafiacre  of 
the  bards,  that  ancient  feat  of  free¬ 
dom  and  of  poetry,  was  for  a  long¬ 
time  deprived  of  the  exercife  of 
their  talents, 

44  During  the  Minted,  and  for  a 
time  the  profperous  infurrediion  of 
Owen  Glendwrdwy,  the  Mules  a- 
gain  appeared  in  the  country  :  en« 
couiaged  by  the  munificence  of  that 
leader,  and  animated  by  the  tranfi* 
tory  ray  which  had  dawned  upon 
liberty.  Among  the  number  of 
thole  bards  who  appeared  at  the 
court  of  Glendwrdwy,  was  L  ies 
Goch,  who  celebrated,  iu  a  high 
ft  rain  of  eulogy,  the  magnificence 
and  the  viclorjes  of  his  patron.  At 
the  fame  time  ftourifhed  Dafydh  ap 
Gwilim,  a  native  of  Caerdigan. 

44  The  Weill],  having  made  the 
laft  effort  for  their  expiring  freer 
dom,  funk  into  a  ftate  of  flavery, 
the  moft  deep  and  fevere.  The  bards 
were  prohibited  by  law  from  mak¬ 
ing  their  annual  progrefs,  and  from 
holding'  public  alfemblics ;  which 

privileges 
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privileges  were  called  by  the  natives 
clera  and  cymhortha.  During-  this 
dark  period,  and  the  conteil  be¬ 
tween  the  boufes  of  York  and  Lan- 
cafler,  the  genius  of  poetry  was 
nearly  extinguished,  or  was  only- 
employed  in  foothing  the  raifery  of 
the  times  by  oblcure  predictions  of 
more  prosperous  days. 

“  A  brighter  profpeft  opening 
on  the  Welfh  in  the  reign  of  Hen¬ 
ry  the  Seventh,  a  feries  of  bards 
from  this  time  a  rote  ;  who,  being 
chiefly  maintained  in  the  families 
of  the  chieftains,  afeertained  the 
genealogies  ;  and,  the  caufes  of  re¬ 
citing  warlike  exploits  having  ceaf- 
ed.  they  celebrated  the  civil  virtues 
of  their  patrons,  their  magnanimi¬ 
ty,  their  hoi  pi  table  fpirit,  their  ta¬ 
lents,  and  the  graces  of  their  per¬ 
sons.  They,  likewife,  amid  11  other 
duties,  had  the  mournful  office  of 
compofing  an  elegy  en  the  death  of 


the  chieftain  in  whole  family  they 
reiided  ;  which  was  lung  to  the  fur* 
viving  relations  in  honour  of  the 
dead;  reciting  the  noble  families 
from  which  thedeceafed  had  fpritng, 
and  the  great  actions  performed  by 
him  lb  If  or  his  ancestors. 

44  Since  the  reign  of  queen  Eli¬ 
sabeth,  there  has  not  been  any  re¬ 
gular  affiembly  of  the  bards.  The 
motives  of  emulation  and  reward 
being  thus  removed,  and  the  fpirit 
of  ancient  freedom  being  extin- 
gu Mired,  the  poetic  fire,  for  which 
thi-s  nation  had  been  fo  renowned, 
gradually  declined.  But  fome  fparks 
of  that  ancient  fire  yet  remain  a- 
mong  the  Wellli,  which  in  feafons/ 
of  feflivitv,  break  out  into  a  finvu- 
far  kind  of  poetry,  called  Penny  11 ; 
and  which/  as  a  native  art,  may 
long  lurvive,  though  time,  or  the  in¬ 
fluence  of  Engiifh  manners,  fliould 
erafe  every  other  original  trait. 
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THE  Royal  Ho ufehold  con¬ 
fided  of  the  following  ot- 
fleers  and  dome  flics, 

44  The  Mailer  of  the  Palace.  lie 
was  fome  times  the  heir  apparent, 
always  of  the  royal  blood.  His 
authority  extended  to  every  perfon 
ot  the  houfehold,  and  when  any  of 
them  fell  under  the  king’s  dif- 
pleafure,  this  officer  entertained 
him  till  a  reconciliation  was  e£ 
fected.  He  received  a  fliare  of  all 
military  plunder,  and,  on  ,thrcc 
feflivals  in  the  year,  was  obliged  by 
his  office  to  deliver  the  harp  into 
the  hands  of  the  domeftic  bard. 
He  was  alfo,  it  is  probable,  the 
king's  treafurer.  . 


44  The  Dome  (Re  Chaplain,  wa® 
by  his  office  appointed  to  fay  grate, 
to  celebrate  mafs.,  and  to  be  con- 
iulted  in  matters  of  confidence. 
He  was  alfo  fecretary  to  the  king, 
and  to  the  principal  court  of  juf- 
tice.  In  the  king’s  abfence,  the 
domeflic  chaplain,  the  judge  of  the 
palace,  and  the  fie  ward  of  the 
houfehold,  fupported  the  royal  dig- 
n:ty,  and  exercifed  the  authority 
annexed  to  it. 

44  The  Steward  eff  the  Houfehold, 
fuperjnrendcd  the  inferior  dornefeics ; 
receiving,  among  other  emoluments, 
the  fkins  of  lambs,  kids,  and  fawns, 
and  all  other  creatures  from  an  ox 
to  an  eel,  killed  for  the  ufe  of  the 
I  $  king’s 
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King’s  kitchen.  He  was  the  king’s 
taller  ;  and  drank,  but  did  not  eat, 
at  the  king’s  table.  He  ditiributed 
among  the  lioufehold  iheir  wages, 
he  aifigned  them  proper  teats  in  the 
hall  of  rhe  palace,  and  allotted  the 
apartments  where  they  were  to 
lodge. 

44  The  Mailer  of  the  Hawks, 
was  required  to  lleep  near  his  birds  : 
he  had  his  bed  in  the  king’s  gra- 

o  o 

nary,  where  they  were  kept,  and 
not  in  the  palace,  left  they  fhould 
be  injured  by  the  fmoke.  He  w,s 
reflridled  to  a  certain  meafuie  of 
mead  and  ale,  that  he  might  not 
neglebt  his  duty.  In  fpring  he  had 
the  (kin  of  a  hind,  and  in  autumn 
that  of  a  flag,  for  gloves  to  guard 
his  hands,  and  thongs  for  the 
gefles  of  his  hawks.  i  he  eagle, 
the  crane,  the  hawk,  the  falcon, 
and  the  raven,  were  confide- ed  as 
royal  birds-;  when  any  of  thefe 
were  killed  without  authority,  a 
fine  was  paid  to  the  king.  The 
king  owed  three  fcrvices  to  the  m af¬ 
ter  of  the  hawks  ;  on  the  day  when 
he  took  a  curlieu,  a  hern,  or  a 
bittern.  He  held  the  horfe  of  this 
officer  while  he  took  the  bird,  held 
his  fiirrup  while  he  mounted  and 
difmounted  ;  and  that  night  ho¬ 
noured  him  likewife  with  three 
different  p refen ts.  If  the  king  was 
not  in  the  field,  he  rofe  from  his 
feat  to  receive  this  officer  upon  Lis 
return  ;  or  if  he  did  not  rife,  he 
gave  him  the  garment  he  then 
wore. 

“  The  Tudge  of  the  Palace.  The 
court  in  which  this  judge  prefided 
was  the  principal  court  of  Wales. 
It  is  Did  that  he  always  lodged  in 
the  hall  of  the  palace,  and  that  the 
cufhion  on  which  the  king  was 
feated  in  the  day,  ferved  for  his  pil¬ 
low  at  night.  On  this  appoint¬ 
ment,  he  received  an  ivory  chefs- 
board  from  the  king,  a  gold  ring 


from  the  queen,  and  another  gold 
ring  from  the  dome  [Lie  bard  ;  which 
he  alwa)s  kept  as  the  infignia  of 
his  office.  V\  hen  he  entered,  or 
departed  out  of  the  palace,  the 
great  gate  was  opened  for  him, 
that  his  dignity  might  not  be  de¬ 
graded  by  palling  under  a  wicket. 
He  determined  the  rank  and  duty 
of  the  feverA  officers  of  the  houie- 
hold.  Fie  decided  poetical  contefts  ; 
and  received  from  the  victorious 
bard,  whom  he  rewarded  with  a 
filver  chair,  the  badge  of  poetical 
pre-eminence,  a  gold-ring,  a  drink¬ 
ing  horn,  and  a  cufhion.  If  com¬ 
plaint  was  made  to  the  king,  that 
the  judge  of  the  palace  had  pro¬ 
nounced  an  unjuft  fcntcnce,  and 
the  accufation  was  proved,  he  was 
then  forever  depiived  of  his  office, 
and  condemned  to  lofe  his  tongue, 
or  pay  the  ufual  ranfom  for  that 
member.  The  other  judges  were 
alfo  fubiedl  to  thefe  fevere  but:  fa- 
lutary  conditions.  A  perfon  igno¬ 
rant  of  the  laws,  whom  the  king 
defigned  to  make  his  principal 
judge,  was  required  to  refide  pre- 
v-ioufly  for  a  whole  year  in  the 
palace,  that  he  might  obtain  from 
the  other  judges,  who  reforted 
thither  from  the  country,  a  compe¬ 
tent  knowledge  of  his  duty  and 
profeffion.  During  this  year,  the 
difficult  caufes  which  occurred, 
were  fated  and  referred  by  him  to 
the  king  ;  at  the  expiration  of  this 
term  he  was  to  receive  the  facra- 
ment  from  the  hands  of  the  do- 
meftic  chaplain,  and  to  fwear  at  the 
altar  that  he  would  never  knovw 
ingly  pronounce  an  unjuft  fentence, 
nor  never  be  influenced  by  bribes 
or  intieaties,  hatred  or  affedfion  ; 
he  was  then  placed  by  the,  king- 
in  his  fear,  and  invefled  with  the 
judicial  authority;  and  afterwards 
received  prefents  from  the  whole 
houfehold.  It  was  reckoned  among 

the 
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the  remarkable  and  peculiar  cuf- 
toms  of  the  Welfh,  that  the  tongues 
of  «-ll  animals  llaughtered  for  [he 
houfehold  were  given,  to  the  judge 
of  the  palace. 

44  The  Mailer  of  the  Horfe.  His 
lodging  was  near  the  royal  liable  s 
and  granary  ;  and  it  was  his  duty 
to  make  an  equal  diftribut;on  of 
provender  among  the  royal  horfes. 
From  every  perfon  on  whom  the 
king  had  bellowed  one  of  his  horfes, 
this  officer  received  a  prefent,  To 
him  and  to  his  equerries  belonged 
all  colts,  not  two  years  old,  in¬ 
cluded  in  the  king’s  (hare  of  fpoils 
taken  in  war.  To  him  alfo  be¬ 
longed  the  riding  caps,  laddies, 
bridles,  and  fpurs,  which  the  king 
had  ufed  and  laid  a  fide.  The  fpurs, 
we  are  told,  were  of  gold,  lilver, 
and  brafs.  It  was  part  of  his 
duty,  to  produce  the  horfe  belong¬ 
ing  to  the  judge  of  the  palace  in 
good  condition  and  in  his  complete 
furniture.  The  judge,  in  return 
for  this  care,  inftrudled  him  in  the 
nature  of  his  rank  and  privileges. 
The  extent  of  his  protection  was 
the  difiance  to  which  the  fwitteil 
horfe  in  the  king’s  babies  could 
run. 

44  The  Chamberlain,  was  obliged 
to  eat  and  fleep  in  the  king’s  private 
apartment,  which  he  was  appointed 
to  guard.  It  was  his  duty  to  fill, 
and  prefent  to  the  king,  his  drink¬ 
ing  horn ;  and  to  keep  alio  his 
plate,  and  rings,  for  all  of  which 
he  was  accountable.  When  the 
king’s  bed-furniture  and  wearing 
apparel  were  laid  alide,  they  were 
given  to  the  chamberlain,.  If  a 
perfon,  walking  in  the  king’s  cham¬ 
ber  at  night,  without  a  light  in  his 
hand,  happened  to  be  ffiiin,  the 
laws  gave  no  compenfation  for  his 
death. 

u  The  Domefiic  Bard,  was  con- 
lidered  as  next  in  rank  to  the  chief 


bard  of  Wales.  He  was  obliged, 
at  the  queen’s  command,  to  ling 
in  her  own  chamber,  three  different 
pieces  of  poetry  fet  to  mu  he,  but 
in  a  low  voice,  that  the  court  might 
not  be  diiturbed  in  the  hall.  At  his 
appointment  he  received  a  harp 
from  the  king,  and  a  gold  ring 
from  the  queen.  On  three  great 
feftivals  in  the  year,  he  received 
and  wore  the  garments  of  the 
lie  ward  of  the  houfehold,  and  at 
thole  entertainments  fat  next  to  the 
mailer  of  the  palace.  He  accom? 
panied  the  army  when  they  march¬ 
ed  into  the  enemies  country  ;  and 
when  they  prepared  for  battle,  he 
lung  before  them  an  ancient  poem 
called  Unbenniaeth  Prydain,  or  the 
Monarchy  of  Britain  ;  and  for  this 
fervice  was  rewarded  with  the  molt 
valuable  beads  of  the  plunder 
which  they  brought  back  from  thefe 
incurlions. 

“  An  Officer  to  command  Si? 
lence.  This  he  performed  firfi  b)r 
his  voice,  and  afterwards  by  {hik¬ 
ing  with  his  rod  of  office  a  pillar 
near  which  the  domeftic  chaplain 
ul'ually  fat ;  and  to  him  a  fine  was 
due  for  every  diiiurbance  in  the 
court.  He  took  charge  of  the 
implements  of  hulbandry,  and  of 
the  flocks  and  herds  belonging  to 
the  king’s  demefne,  in  the  abfence 
of  the  bailiff,  or  during  the  vacancy 
of  his  place.  He  was  alfo  a  col¬ 
lector  of  the  royal  revenues. 

“  The  Mailer  of  the  Hounds* 
In  the  hunting  feafon  he  was  en¬ 
tertained,  together  with  his  fervants 
and  dogs,  by  the  tenants  who  {mid¬ 
lands  in  villanage  from  the  king. 
Hinds  were  hunted  from  the  mid¬ 
dle  of  February  to  Midfummer,  and 
flags  from  that  time  to  the  middle 
of  October.  From  the  ninth  day 
of  November  to  the  end  of  that 
month,  he  hunted  the  wild  boar. 
On  the  fird  day  of  November  he 

brought 
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brought  his  hounds  and  all  the 
hunting  apparatus  for  the  king’s 
inipechion-;  and  then  the  Ikins  of 
the  animals  he  had  killed  in  the 
preceding  feafon  were  divided,  ac¬ 
cording  to  a  fettled  proportion,  be¬ 
tween  the  king,  hi  ml  elf,  and  his 
attendants.  A  little  before  Chrift- 
mas  he  returned  to  the  court-,  to 
tfupport  his  rank  and  enjoy  his 
privileges.  During  his  relidence 
at  the  palace  he  was  lodged  in  the 
kiln-houfe,  where  corn  was  pie 
pared  by  fire  for  the  dogs.  His 
bugle  was  the  horn  of  an  ox,  va¬ 
lued  at  one  pound.  Whenever  his 
oath  was  required,  he  fwore  by 
his  horn,  hounds,  and  leafhes. 
Early  in  the  morning  before  he 
put  on  his  boots ;  and  then  on¬ 
ly,  he  was  liable  to  be  cited  to 
appear  before  a  court  of  judicature. 
The  mailer  of  the  hounds,  or  any 
other  perion  who  fhared  with  the 
king,  had  a  right  to  divide,  and 
the  king  to  choofe.  It  was  his  duty, 
to  accompany  the  army  on  its 
march  with  his  horn  ;  and  to  found 
the  alarm,  and  the  fign-al  of  battle. 
His  protedlion  extended  to  any  di- 
llance  which  the  found  of  his  horn 
could  reach.  The  laws  declared, 
that  the  beaver,  the  martin,  and 
the  float  were  the  king’s,  where- 
ever  killed ;  and  that  with  the 
furry  fkin  of  thefe  animals  his 
robes  were  to  be  bordered.  The 
legal  price  of  a  beaver’s  fkin  was 
Hated  at  ten  fhillings, 

“  The  Medd  or  Mead-brewer. 
This  liquor,  which  was  the  wine 
commonly  ufed  by  the  Welfli,  was 
made  with  honey  mixed  in  a  vat 
with  boiling  water,  '  and  fpiced. 
The  wax  feparated  by  this  procefs 
from  the  honey,  was  partly  given 
to  the  mead -brewer,  and  partly  ap- 
pl  ed  to  the  u fes  of  the  hall,  which 
was  the  refectory  of  the  palace,  and 
t®  thofe  of  the  queen L  dining  a- 
partment. 


“  The  Phyfician  of  the  Houfc* 
hold,  was  alfo  a  praflitioner  of 
furgery.  In  flight  cafes  he  cured 
the  king’s  dometlics  without  a  fee. 
When  he  healed  a  common  wound, 
he  claimed  the  torn  and  bloody 
garments  of  the  wounded  perfon. 
When  the  brain  was  laid  open,  the 
bowels  in. light,  or  a  thigh,  leg,  or 
arm  was  fradured,  he  received  one 
pound  for  the  cure.  He  was  en¬ 
titled  to  a  bond  from  the  family 
of  his  pattern  s,  by  which  he  was 
indemnified,  if  death  endued  fioin 
his  preferiptions  ;  if  he  did  not  take 
this  precaution,  and  the  patient 
happened  to  die,  he  was  liable  to  a 
legal  profecution.  He  always  at- 
tended  the  army  on  its  march. 

44  The  Cup-bearer,  had  charge 
of  the  mead-cellar,  and  filled  and 
p relented  the  drinking  horns. 

**  The  Door  keeper,  whole  duty 
it  was  to  carry  meffages  to  the 
king  and  his  court.  His  llation 
and  lodging;  was  the  uate-houfe.  He 
Was  required  to  know  perfonally  all 
the  officers  of  tire  houfehold,  that 
he  might  not  refufie  admittance  to 
any  of  them,  which  refufal  was 
. considered  and  puniflied  as  a  viola¬ 
tion  of  privilege.  If  he  defen cd 
his  pod,  and  happened  to  receive 
any.  Tnfuk,  he  could  obtain  on 
that  account  no  compcnfatien.  He 
cleared  the  way  before  the  king, 
and  with  his  rod  kept  off  the  crowd. 
He  p refer ved  the  hall  of  the  palace 
free  from  intruders,  and  did  not  fit, 
but  kneel  in  the  king’s  prefence. 
The  door-keeper  ot  the  palace, 
and  the  door  keeper  of  the  royal 
chamber,  lodged  with  the  gate¬ 
keeper  in  the  gate-houie. 

The  Cook,  to  whole  office  ap¬ 
pertained  the  fkins  .ot  all  animals 
flaughtercd  for  the  ufe  of  the  kitch¬ 
en.  He  always  carried  the  lad  dilh 
out  of  the-  kitchen,  and  placed  it 
before  the  king,  who  immediately 
rewarded  him  with  meat  and  drink. 

u  Tim 
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44  The  Sconce-bearer,  who  held 
wax  tapers  when  the  king  fat  in 
the  hall,  and  carried  them  before 
him  when  he  retired  to  his  chamber. 

44  The  Steward  to  the  Queen  ; 
this  officer  was  alfo  her  taller.  He 
fuperintended  her  domeftics,  and 
was  entertained  at  her  table. 

44  The  Queen’s  Chaplain,  who 
was  alfo  her  iccretary,  and  received 
a  fee  lor  every  grant  or  inftrument 
which  bore  her  leal.  He  was  alfo 
entertained  in  her  dining  apart¬ 
ment,  and  fat  oppolite  to  her  at 
table.  He  was  entitled  by  his  of¬ 
fice  to  the  penitential  robes  which 
the  queen  wore  during  Lent.  He 
lodged  together  wirh  the  king’s 
chaplain,  in  the  faeri flan’s  houfe. 

44  The  Mailer  of  the  Horfe  to 
the  Queen,  was  in  feveral  re fp cels 
upon  the  fame  footing  with  the 
king’s  officer  of  the  fame  name. 

i4  The  Queen’s  Chamberlain, 
tran facie d  every  bufinefs  between 
her  apartment  and  the  hall,  and 
kept  her  wardrobe.  His  lodging 
was  near  the  royal  chamber,  that 
he  might  be  at  hand  whenever  he 
was  wanted. 

44  The  Woman  of  the  Queen’s 
chamber,  whofe  office  it  was  to 
ileep  fo  near  her  mitlrefs  as  to  be 
able  to  hear  her  fpeak  though  in  a 
whifper.  She  was  entitled  to  the 
queen’s  linen,  hair-laces,  ffiocs, 
bridles,  and  faddles,  when  they 
were  laid  aiide. 

‘4  The  Door-keeper  to  the  queen, 
lodged  in  the  gate-houfe. 

44  The  Queen’s  Cook. 

44  The  Queen’s  Sconce- bearer. 

44  The  Groom  of  the  Rein,  who 
when  the  mailer  ot  the  horfe  was 
abfent,  fupplied  his  place.  He 
hd  the  king’s  horfe  to  and  from 
the  llables,  brought  out  his  arms, 
held  his  ilirrup  when  he  mounted 
or  difmountedj  and  ran  by  his  fide 
as  his  page. 


44  An  officer  to  fupport  the 
king’s  feet  at  banquet’s  :  he  was 
the  ioot-ilool  ot  his  throne  ;  and 
the  guard  of  his  perfon.  There 
was  one  in  every  cantred. 

44  The  Bailiff  of  the  ICing’s  De- 
mefne.  It  was  his  province  to  judge 
and  to  p uni lh  the  king’s  private 
valfals,  and  to  him  their  heriots 
and  amercements  were  paid.  The 
fervants  of  the  chancellor  and  the 
officers  of  revenue  drove  into  his 
cuflody  the  tribute  cattle,  and  by 
him  the  king’s  houiehold  was  fup¬ 
plied  with  provilion. 

44  The  Apparitor,  as  an  officer  of 
the  houfchold,  Hood  between  the 
two  pillars  in  the  hull,  and  had  the 
charge  of  the  palace  during  enter¬ 
tainments,  that  it  might  not  fuffer 
any  damage  by  fire  or  otherwife. 
He  appeared  likewife  in  another 
capacity,  conveying  the  fummonfes 
and  citations  of  the  principal  court 
ot  j  u llice.  He  carried  a  rod  or 
wand  as  the  badge  of  his  office,  and 
claimed  entertainment  at  every 
houie  to  which  he  was  font :  when 
the  judges  were  fitting,  it  was  the 
apparitor’s  duty  to  filence,  or  take 
into  cuflody,  thofe  offenders  who 
diilurbed  the  court. 

44  The  Gate-keeper  claimed  by 
cutfom  a  fliare  of  feveral  things 
carried  through  the  gate-houfe  m 
the  palace.  State  prifoners  were 
committed  to  his  cuifody.  Headed 
as  apparitor  in  the  king’s  demefne. 
He  provided  ft  raw  for  the  beds 
and  other  ufes  of  the  houfehold,  and 
took  care  that  the  fires  were 
lighted. 

44  The  Watch  -man  of  the  palace 
was  a  gentleman  who  guarded  the 
king’s  perfon  while  he  flept.  To 
him  were  given,  as  fymbols  of  his 
duty,  the  eyes  of  all  animals 
ilaughtered  for  the  ufe  of  the  pal  we 
kitchen.  When  the  king  and  the 
houlehold  retired  to  reft,  a  horn 

was 
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Was  founded  which  was  a  fignal  to 
the  watchman  to  go  upon  duty. 
In  the  morning,  when  the  palace 
gate  was  opened,  he  was  relieved, 
from  that  time  till  the  horn  wTas 
founded  again  at  night,  he  was 
permitted  to  deep,  and  was  under 
no  neceffity  of  performing  any 
other  fervice,  unlefs  he  voluntarily 
undertook’  it  for  a  reward.  If  he 
was  found  negligent  or  alleep  dur¬ 
ing  his  watch,  he  was  fubjedt  to 
heavy  punifhments. 

The  Wood-man  procured  fuel 
for  the  ufes  of  the  houfehold.  He 
alfo  flaughtered  the  cattle  for  the 
royal  kitchen  with  his  axe. 

44  The  Baker  Woman. 

44  The  Palace -finith  was  obliged 
to  work  without  a  reward  for  the 
houfehold,  except  when  he  made  a 
boiling  pot,  the  point  of  a  fpear, 
the  wood-man’s  axe,  the  iron  work 
of  the  gate  of  the  palace,  or  royal 
cable,  and  the  iron  work  of  the 
mill.  It  was  bis  duty  to  hrike  off 
the  fhackles  of  prifoners  releafed 
by  the  court  of  juffice,  and  he  re¬ 
ceived  a  fee  for  that  fervice.  No 
other  fmith  was  allowed  to  exercife 
his  trade  in  the  fame  commot  with 
himleif  without  his  permifficn. 

44  The  Laundrefs. 

44  The  Chief  Mufician  was  chofen 
into  and  feared  in  the  chair  of 
rnufic,  for  his  fuperior  fkill  in  that 
fcience,  bv  the  feilion  of  the  bards 
at  the  end  of  every  third  year. 
When  his  term  expired,  if  he  had 
maintained  his  fuperiority  he  was 
re-chofen.  He  was  the  only  per- 
fon,  except  the  domeilic  bavd,  who 
was  allowed  to  perform  in  the  king’s 
prefence.  He  was  lodged  in  one 
of  the  apartments  belonging  to  the 
heir  apparent.  In  the  hall  he  fat 


next  to  the  judge  of  £he  palace. 
When  the  king  defired  to  hear  ma¬ 
fic,  the  chief  mulician  fung  to  the 
harp  two  poems  ;  one  in  praife  of 
the  Almighty,  the  other  in  honour 
of  princes  and  of  their  exploits; 
arb  r  which  a  third  poem  was  fung 
by  the  domeilic  bard.  His  emolu¬ 
ments  arofe  out  of  fees  given  by 
brides  on  their  nuptials,  and  from 
thofe  of  novices  in  mafic,  when 
they  were  admitted  to  the  practice 
of  their  art.  The  Welfh  bards 
accompanied  their  longs  with  the 
harp,  the  erwth  and  the  flute. 
They  frequently  addreffed  poems 
ro  their  princes. and  lords,  in  which 
they  afked  for  prefents,  Inch  as  a 
horfe,  a  bull,  a  fword,  or  a  gar¬ 
ment,  and  they  were  feldoin,  if 
ever,  refufed.  The  controller  of 
the  revenues  had  the  privilege  of 
bringing  three  gueffs  to  banquets 
in  the  palace.  '1  his  officer  and  the 
chancellor  received  all  the  honey, 
the  fid),  and  wild  creatures,  which 
weie  paid  as  tributes,  or  forfeited 
to  the  king.  r.f  hey  alfo  received  a 
third  part  of  the  income  a  riling 
to  the  king  from  his  tenants  in  vil- 
htriage. 

O 

44  Thefe  were  the  different  offi¬ 
cers,  of  whom  the  royal  houfehold 
was  compofed.  They  were  free- 
he  lders  by  their  offices,  and  in 
confequence  of  this  they  all  enjoyed 
the  right  of  protection,  by  which 
they  granted  criminals  a  temporary 
fafety.  On  the  heads  of  thefe 
perl'ons,  and  on  all  their  members, 
a  price  u  as  fixed  by  the  laws. 
They  received  for  their  wearing 
apparel  woollen  cloth  from  the 
king,  and  linen  from  the  queen. 
They  were  all  called  together  by  a 
horn.” 
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44  TJ  Y  the  Saxon  laws,  every. 

O  freeman  of  an  age  capable 
of  bearing  arms,  and  not  incapa¬ 
citated  by  any  bodily  infirmity,  was, 
in  cafe  of  a  foreign  jtnvafion,  in- 
ternal  infurrecrlon,  or  other  emer¬ 
gency,  obliged  to  join  the  army, 
•that  being  one  of  the  three  fervices 
comp  rife  d  under  the  title  of  the 
trinoda  neceffitas  ;  rhefe  were,  at-* 
lending  perfonally  in  war  for  the 
defence  ot  the  nation,  working  at 
and  contributing  to  the  building  of 
the  public  eddies  and  fortrefles, 
and  repairing'  bridges  and  high¬ 
ways. 

44  Iii  forming  their  armies  the 
following  regulations  were  obferv- 
ed  :  all  fuch  as  were  qualified  to 
bear  arms  in  one  family,  were  led 
to  the  field  by  the  head  of  that 
family.  Every  ten  families  made 
a  tvthing,  which  was  commanded 
by  the  borfholder  in  his  military 
capacity  filled  conductor.  Ten 
tythings  condituted  an  hundred  ; 
the  foldiers  of  e  .ch  hundred  were 
led  by  the  chief  magi  ft  rate  of  the 
hundred,  fometimes  called  the  hun  • 
dredary.  Several  hundreds  formed 
a  try  thing,  which  was  co  rmanded 
by  the  officer,  called  a  trything- 
man  ;  and  the  force  of  the  country 
or  {hire,  was  commanded  by  the 
hertoch,  dux,  or  duke,  and  he  by 
the  king,  or  an  officer  called  the 
kynings  hold,  i.  e.  the  king  s  l:eu- 
tenant  or  general,  which  office 
lafted  only  during  the  war.  In 
times  of  peace,  or  when  the  king 
did  not  think  it  nccelfary  to  have 
a  general,  the  militia  rema  ned 
under  the  command  of  the  dukes  of 
each  county. 

44  Every  landholder  was  obliged 


to  keep  armour  and  weapons  ac¬ 
cording  to  his  rank  apd  pofieifions 
thefe  he  might  neither  fell,  lend, 
nor  pledge,  nor  even  alienate  from 
his  heirs.  Jn  order  to  inftrudt  them 
in  the  ufe  of  arms,  they  had  their 
Hated  times  for  performing  their 
military  exercife  ;  and  once  in  a 
year,  ufually  in  the  fpring,  there 
was  a  general  review  of  arms, 
throughout  each  county. 

44  The  clergy  were  exempted 
from  perlbnal  military  fervices,  not 
only  as  being  contrary  to  their  pro- 
fefiion,  but  likevvife  that  they 
might  the  better  attend  to  their 
religious  duties.  Their  e  dates, 
though  held  in  franc  almoig-ne, 
were  however  chargeable  to  the  tri- 
noda  neceffitas,  the  only  i  nr  poll  non. 
to  which  they  were  liable. 

44  The  greater  part  of  the  Anglo 
Saxon  forces  confided  of  infantry  ; 
the  cavalry  was  chiefly  compofed 
of  the  Thanes,  an  i  fuch  men  of 
property  as  kept  horfes. 

44  The  Saxon  cavalry  are  fre¬ 
quently  delineated  in  ancient  illu¬ 
minations  as  riding  without  it ir- 
ru  p«,  with  no  other  defenfive  ar¬ 
mour  than  a  helmet  ;  their  wea¬ 
pon  a  fpear.  It  is  necerffielefs 
certain,  that  defenfive  arm  ur  was 
worn  bv  their  officers  and  great* 

-  a  O 

men  about  the  time  or  the  Norm  an 
conqueif. 

44  Their  infantry  feem  to  have, 
been  of  two  forts,  the  heavy  and 
light-armed.  The  firft  are  rep  re¬ 
lented  with  helmets  made  of  the 
ikins  of  beafts,  the  hair  outwards, 
large  oval  convex  ,,  fliields,  w  th 
fpikes  proj acting  from  she  bodes, 
long  and  very  broad  fwords,  and 
ipears.  The  light-infantry  with 
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fpears  only,  and  fame  no  other 
weapon  than  a  fword,  befides  which, 
different  hiffories  relate  that  they 
alio  ufed  clubs,  battle-axes,  or 
bills,  and  javelins,  the  latter  they 
darted  with  great  dexterity,  and  then 
iriftantly  came  to  dole  fight.  The 
drefs  of  both  horl'e  and  foot,  was  a 
tunic  with  lleeves,  the  fkirts  reach¬ 
ing  down  to  the  knees,  the  horfe- 
men  wore  fpurs  with  only  one 
point. 

“  The  kings  commonly  wore 
their  crowns  in  battle,  which  alfo 
in  fome  meafure  anfwered  the  pur- 
pofe  of  a  helmet. 

44  The  Anglo-Saxon  mode  of 
drawing  up  their  armies,  was  in 
one  large  denfe  body,  furrounding 
their  ffandard,  and  placing  their 
foot  with  their  heavy  battle-axes  in 
the  front. 

“  %  the  laws  of  king  Edward  the 
Confeifor,  any  man  who  from 
cowardice  abandoned  his  lord,  or 
fellow-foldiers,  w hi  1ft  under  the 
command  of  the  hertoch,  in  any 
expedition  by  land  or  lea,  forfeited 
both  his  life  and  property,  and  his 
lord  might  relume  any  lands  he  had 
formerly  granted  him.  He  who 
was  ILin  in  war  fighting  before 
his  lord,  either  at  home  or  abroad, 
all  payments  due  for  reliefs  on  his 
effates  Were  remitted  to  his  heirs, 
who  were  to  enjoy  his  lands  and 
money  without  any  diminution, 
and  might  divide  It  among  them. 

44  The  introduction  of  the  feu¬ 
dal  fyftem,  which  took  place  in 
th  is  kingdom  about  the  year  i  oR6, 
gave,  a  very  con  fide  ruble  change 
to  the  military  eHablifhment  of  the 
nation.  This  alteration  in  the 
conftitution,  was  not,  it  is  faid, 
effected  by  the  foie  power  of  king 
William,  but  was  adopted  with  the 
confent  of  the  great  council  of  the 
realm,  affemblcd  at  Sarum,  where 
all  the  principal  landholders  iu  In¬ 


jected  their  pofleflions  to  military 
iervices,  became  the  king’s  vafikls, 
and  did  homage,  and  (wore  fe  dty 
to  his  perfon  for  the  lands  held  of 
him,  as  fuperior  lord  and  original 
proprietor.  But  when  it  is  cotlfi- 
dered,  that  the  great  land-holders 
at  that  meeting  were  moft  of  them 
Normans,  the  friends  and  followers 
of  the  king,  on  whom  he  had  be¬ 
llowed  the  eftates  taken  from  the 
Englifli ;  the  fuft'rage  of  fuch  an 
afiembly,  though  freely  obtained, 
will  fcarce  juffify  the  meafure  being 
deemed  a  national  choice. 

44  By  this  fyllem  all  the  lands 
of  the  realm  were  confidered  as 
divided  into  certain  portions,  each 
producing  an  annual  revenue, 
ffyled  a  knight’s  fge.  Our  ancient 
lawyers  are  not  agreed  as  to  the 
quantity  of  land,  or  fum  of  money 
of  which  it  confuted  ;  it  indeed 
feems  to  have  varied  at  different 
periods  :  however,  in  the  reigns  of 
Henry  II.  and  Edward  II.  a 
knight’s  fee  was  Hated  at  20I.  per 
annum,  the  number  of  knight’s 
fees  in  this  kingdom  was  efiimated 
at  fixty  thoufand. 

44  By  the  feudal  law,  every  te¬ 
nant  in  capite,  that  is  every  perfon 
holding  immediately  from  the  king, 
the  quantity  of  land  amounting  to 
-a  knight’s  fee,  was  bound  to  hold 
himfelf  in  readinefs,  with  horfe 
and  arms  to  ferve  the  king  in  his 
wars,  either  at  home  or  abroad,  at 
his  own  ex  pence,  for  a  Hated  time, 
generally  forty  days  in  a  year,  to 
be  reckoned  from  the  time  of  join¬ 
ing  the  army.  Perfons  holding 
more  or  let's,  were  bound  to  do  du¬ 
ty  in  proportion'  to  their  tenures, 
thus  one  poffdTed  of  but  half  a  fee, 
’way.-  to  perform'  fervice  for  twenty 
days  only.  The  lands  of  the  church 
were  not  exempt,  but  eccleliaflics 
were  generally  indulged  with  per¬ 
forming  their  fervice  by  deputies. 

Although 
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Although  fometimes  their  perfonal 
appearance  was  in  lifted  on,  poilibly 
from  a  fuppofition  that  their  pre¬ 
fence  with  the  army  would  give  a 
confidence  to  the  foldiers,  and  a 
function  to  the  caule,  effects  not 
unlikely  in  thole  days  of  fa  perdi¬ 
tion  ;  or  perhaps  the  indance  here 
particularly  alluded  to,  was  occa¬ 
sioned  by  fome  new  contrivance  of 
the  clergy,  to  avoid  the  perform¬ 
ance  of  their  military  fervkes,  by 
calling  a  convocation. 

44  The  fervice  being  accomplidi- 
ed,  the  tenant  was  at  liberty  to  re¬ 
turn  home  ;  if  he  or  his  followers 
afterwards  continued  to  ferve  with 
the  army,  they  were  paid  by  the 
king- :  certificates  from  the  con  If  a- 
ble  or  marlhal  were  fometimes  re¬ 
quired,  in  proof  that  a  knight  had 
duly  performed  his  fervice. 

44  If  a  tenant  in  capite,  or  knight, 
could  not  perform  his  fervice  in 
perfon,  through  ficknefs,  being  a 
minor,  or  any  other  caule,  he  ob¬ 
tained  leave  to  fend  fome  able  per- 
fon  in  his  Head,  an  indulgence  for 
which  it  was  often  neceflhry  to  fine 
to  the  king,  a  fine  being  in  the  lan¬ 
guage  of  thofe  days,  not  only  an 
amercement  for  an  offence,  but  al¬ 
io  the  price  of  a  favour.  Our 
records  afford  fcveral  indances, 
wherein  feudal  tenants  unable  to 
bear  arms,  were  by  proclamation 
'diredjed  to  find  unexceptionable 
perfons  to  perform  their  fervices 
for  them. 

44  As  a  tenant  who  held  feveral 
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knights  fees,  could  not  do  the  fer¬ 
vice  of  more  than  one  in  his  per- 
fon,  he  might  difeharge  the  others, 
by  able  fubflitutes  being  knights* 
or  by  two  efquires,  fometimes 
diled  fervients,  in  lieu  of  each 
knight. 

o 

44  Sometimes  the  king  compound¬ 
ed  with  his  tenants  for  particular 
fervices,  and  fometimes  for  thofe  of 
the  whole  year,  accepting  in  lien 
thereof  pecuniary  pay  meets,  with 
which  he  hired  llipen diary  troops  : 
this  is  generally  fuppofed  to  have 
introduced  the  practice  of  levying 
{outages,  fird  begun  by  king  Hen¬ 
ry  II.  The  punidiment  for  non- 
attendance,  when  duly  fummoned* 
was  a  heavy  fine,  or  forfeiture  of 
the  tenure. 

44  The  tenants  in  capite  in  order 
to  find  lubditutes  for  thofe  fees,  four 
which  they  could  not  ferve  them- 
felves,  made  under  grants  to.  their 
favourites  and  dependants,  liable  to 
the  fame  conditions  as  thofe,  on 
which  they  held  them  from  the 
crown,  namely  fealty  and  homage, 
and  that  their  tenant  diould  attend 
them  to  the  wars,  when  they  diould 
be  called  upon  by  the  king,  there 
to  ferve  for  a  dated  time  at  their 
own  expence,  properly  armed  and 
mounted  :  thefe  again  had  their  un¬ 
der  tenants  and  valla  k,  Men.  at 
arms,,  or  knight*,  wore  generally 
attended  by  their  tenants  and  vaf- 
fak,  both  on  horfeback,  and  on 
foot,  thefe  ferved  in  the  infantry 
either  as  archers  or  bill  men.” 
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r-j confiitutionnl  military  feudal  troops  and  the  pofle  comita- 
Jf.  force  of  England,  foOn  af-  tus. 
ter  the  Cocqued,  confided  of  the  ^  The  feudal  troops  were  either 

the 
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the  perfons  who  held  lands  in  ca- 
pite,  that  h,  immediately  of  the 
crown,  or  their  vaffals  and  under¬ 
tenants,  both  of  whom  were,  as 
has  before  been  obferved,  obliged 
by  their  tenures  to  attend  the  king 
and  their  lords  to  the  wars,  at  home 
or  abroad,  completely  armed  and 
mounted,  for  forty  days  in  a  year, 
or  according  to  the  value  of  the 
fees  held  by  them. 

44  The  poffe  comitatus,  or  power 
of  the  county,  included  every  free¬ 
man  above  the  age  of  fifteen,  and 
under  that  of  fixty,  and  although 
the  chief  deftination  of  this  eita- 
blifhment  was  ro  preferve  the  peace 
under  the  command  of  the  flic  riff, 
they  were  alfo,  in  cafe  of  hollile 
invalions  called  out  to  defend  the 
country,  and  repel  the  enemy.  The 
poffe  comitatus  differed  from  the 
feudal  troops  in  this ;  they  were 
only  liable  to  be  called  out  in  cafe 
of  internal  commotions,  or  aftuui 
invalions,  on  which  occafions  only 
they  could  legally  be  marched  out 
of  their  refpedhve  counties,  and  in 
no  cafe  out  of  the  kingdom  ;  where¬ 
as  the  feudal  troops  were  fubjedt  to 
foreign  fervice  at  the  king’s  plea- 
fure.  That  this  body  of  men  might 
be  ready  to  take  the  field,  the  fol¬ 
lowing  law  was  enadted  by  Henry 
II.  A.  D.  i  i8t,  in  the  27th  year  of 
his  reign  ;  which  was  in  fublbmce 
fxmilar  to  that  mentioned  in  treat¬ 
ing  of  the  military  eftablilliment 
,, before  the  battle  of  Haflings. 

“  Whofoever  holds  one  knight’s 
fee  (hall  have  a  coat  of  mail,  a 
helmet,  a  Ihield  and  a  lance  ;  and 
every  knight  to  have  as  many  coats 
of  mail,  helmets,  fhields  and  lances, 
as  he  lhall  have  knights  fees  in  his 
domain. 

44  Every  free  layman  having  in 
chattels  or  rent  to  the  value  of  fix- 
teen  marks,  fhall  keep  a  coat  of 
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mail,  a  helmet,  a  fhield,  and  s 
lance. 

44  Every  free  layman  who  fliall 
have  in  chattels  or  rent  ten  marks, 
(hall  have  a  habergeon,  a  chapelet 
of  iron,  and  a  lance. 

44  Alfo  all  burreffes  and  the  whole 

o 

community  of  freemen  fhall  have  a 
wambais,  a  chapeiet  of  iron,  and  a 
lance. 

44  Every  one  of  thefe  (before 
mentioned)  lhall  fwear  that  he  will 
have  thefe  arms  before  the  feaft  of 
St.  Hilary,  and  will  bear  fealty  to 
king  Henry,  to  wit,  the  f,n  of  the 
emprefs  Matilda,  and  that  he  will 
keep  thefe  arms  for  his  fervice,  ac¬ 
cording  to  his  command,  and  with 
fidelity  to  our  lord  the  kin sr  and  his 

J  o 

realm  :  and  no  man  having  thefe 

O 

arms  fliall  fell,  pledge,  nor  lend 
them,  nor  alienate  them  in  any  o- 
ther  manner:  nor  fhall  the  lord 
take  them  from  his  vaffal  by  for¬ 
feiture,  gift,  pledge,  or  any  other 
manner. 

44  On  the  death  of  any  one  hav¬ 
ing  thefe  arms,  they  fliall  remain 
to  his  heir ;  and  if  the  laid  heir  is 
not  of  fuch  age  as  to  be  able  to  ufe 
arms,  they  fliall,  if  n<  ceffary,  be 
put  into  the  cufiody  of  him  who 
has  the  guardianlhip  of  his  perlbn, 
who  fliall  provide  a  man  to  ufe 
them  in  the  fervice  of  our  lord  the 
king,  if  required,  until  the  heir 
lhall  be  of  a  proper  age  to  beaf 
arms,  and  then  they  fliall  be  deli- 
vered  to  him. 

44  Any  burgefs  having  more  arms, 
than  he  is  by  this  affize  required  to 
have,  fhall  fell  or  give  them,  or  fo 
alienate  them,  that  they  may  be 
retained  for  the  fervice  of  our  lord 
the  king  of  England  ;  and  none  of 
them  fliall  keep  more  arms  than  he 
is  by  this  ailize  hound  to  have, 

44  No  Jew  fliall  have  in  his  cufio- 
dv  a  coat  of  mail,  or  habergeon, 

but 
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"but  fliall  fell  or  give  itaway,orinforne 
other  manner  ib  difpofe  of  it,  that  it 
iliaii  remain  in  the  king’s  ferviee, 

44  Alfo  no  man  fliall  carry  arms 
out  of  the  kingdom,  unlefs  by  the 
command  of  our  lord  the  king,  nor 
{hall  any  man  fell  arms  to  another, 
who  means  to  carry  them  out  of 
the  kingdom. 

44  By  other  parts  of  this  law  it 
was  directed,  that  juries  fhall  be 
appointed  in  the  hundreds  and  bo¬ 
roughs  of  every  county,  to  difco- 
Ver  who  had  chattels  or  rent  to  the 
value  exprelfed  therein  ;  on  which 
inqueft  no  perfon  who  had  not 
chattels  to  the  value  of  fixteen 
marks,  or  ten  at  lead,  was  to  ferve. 
The  king’s  juflices  in  their  circuits 
were  required  to  enroll  the  names 
of  the  jurors,  and  of  thofe  who 
fitould  be  found  to  have  chattels  or 
rents  to  the  value  above  mentioned, 
after  which  they  were  to  caule  this 
affize  to  be  publicly  read,  and  all 
the  perfons  concerned  were  to  be 
fworn  to  obferve  it  in  all  points. 

44  And  if  it  happened  that 
any  one  of  thofe  who  ought  to  have 
thefe  arhis  Was  not  in  his  coumy 
at  the  time  the  juflices  were  there, 
they  were  directed  to  appoint  an¬ 
other  time  and  county  for  his  ap¬ 
pearance  ;  and  if  he  did  not  come 
to  them  in  any  of  the  counties 
through  which  they  palled,  they 
were  iri  that  cafe  to  appoint  him  a 
time  at  Wellmintler,  at  the  o£taves 
of  Sr*  Michael*  then  to  attend  and 
take  his  oath,  as  he  loved  himfelf 
and  all  that  belonged  to  him  ;  and 
he  was  likewife  to  be  commanded 
to  have,  before  the  feall  of  St.  Hi¬ 
lary,  arms  fuch  as  he  was  by  law 
bound  to  polfefs. 

46  Alio  the  juflices  were  enjoined 
to  caiife  it  to  be  notified  over  all 
the  counties  through  which  they 
Were  to  pafs*  that  thole  who  had 
not  thefe  arms  as  atorefaid,  the 
king  would  pimifh  corporally  in 
178  6> 


their  limbs,  and  not  in  their  goods$ 
their  lands,  or  chattels. 

44  Alfo  none. might  adt  as  jurors 
refjpedting  legal  and  free  meii,  who 
hath  not  fixteen  marks  in  land,  or 
ten  marks  in  chattels. 

“Alfo  the  juhiCes  to  command 
in  all  the  counties  by  which  they 
fliould  pafs,  that  no  one  as  he  lov¬ 
ed  himfelf  and  all  that  belonged  to 
him,  fnould  buy  or  fell  any  Ihip* 
to  be  taken  out  of  England  ;  and 
the  king  commanded  that  none  but 
a  freeman  fliould  be  admitted  to  take 
the  oarh  of  arms. 

44  This  regulation*  or  affize,  re¬ 
ceived  a  farther  corroboration,  by 
the  llatute  of  the  13th  of  king  Ed¬ 
ward  I*  called  the  llatute  of  Win- 
ciieller,  by  which,  every  man  was 
bound  to  provide  and  keep  armour 
and  weapons*  according  to  his  e» 
flate  or  goods. 

The  armour  and  weapons  direiT 
ed  by  the  llatute  of  WincheEer  to 
be  kept  by  perfons  of  ,  different  pof- 
feffions,  were  thus  allotted  :  every 
one  poffeffed  of  lands  to  the. yearly 
value  of  fifteen  pounds  and  forty 
marks  in  goods,  to  keep  a  hauber- 
geon*  an  iron  head  piece*  a  fword, 
knife,  and  horfe.  Thofe  having 
from  ten,  and  Under  fifteen  pounds 
in  lands  and  chattels*  or  the  value 
of  forty  marks*  the  fanie  as  the 
preceding  clals,  the  horfe  excepted.; 
Perfons  having  an  hundred  lliil^ 
lings  per  annum  in  land,  and  up¬ 
wards,  were  to  keep  a  doublet,  a 
head-piece  of  iron,  a  fivord,  and  a 
kiiife.  And  from  forty  {hillings 
annual  rent  in  land*  and  upwards* 
to  one  hundred,  a  fword,  bow  and 
arrows*  and  a  knife.  Fie  that  had 
under  forty  {hillings  in  land*  wa» 
fworn  to  keep  faulchions,  gifarmes, 
daggers*  and  other  frnall  arms, 
Perfons  poffefiing  lei's  than  twenty 
marks  in  chattels*  to  have  fwords, 
daggers*  and  other  inferior  weapon- ; 
and  all  others  author! fed  to  keep 
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bows  and  arrows,  might  have  them 
out  of  the  forefts.  A  review  of  thefe 
arms  was  to  be  made  twice  a  year, 
bv  two  conftables  of  every  hun¬ 
dred,  who  were  to  report  default¬ 
ers  to  the  juff ices,  and  they  to  pre- 
fent  them  to  the  king  in  parliament. 
This  ftatute  was  repealed  in  the  firft 
of  Philip  and  Mary,  and  another 
enabled,  wherein  armour  and  wea¬ 
pons  of  more  modern  date  were  in* 
ferted. 

“  By  that  a£l  it  was  provided, 
that  all  temporal  perfons,  having 
eftates  of  a  thoufand  pounds  or  up¬ 
wards,  fliould,  from  the  firft  of  May, 

1 5 88,  keep  fix  horfes  or  geldings  lit 
for  mounting  demi-launces,  three 
of  them  at  lead;  to  have  fufhcient 
harnefs,  fteele  faddles,  and  weapons 
requifite  and  appertaining  to  the 
faid  demi-launces,  horfes  or  geld¬ 
ings  ;  and  ten  light  horfes,  or  geld¬ 
ings  with  the  weapons  and  harnefs 
requifite  for  light-horfemen ;  alio 
forty  corfclets  furnifhed,  forty  al¬ 
maine  rivetts,  or  inflead  of  the  faid 
forty  almaine  rivetts,  forty  coats  of 
plate,  corfelets  or  brigandines  fur¬ 
nifhed  ;  forty  pikes,  thirty  long 
bowes,  thirty  fheaf  of  arrowes, 
thirty  fleele  cappes  or  fculles,  twen¬ 
ty  black  bills  or  halberts,  haque- 
bufq  and  twenty  morians  or  fallets. 

“  Temporal  perfons  having  e- 
flates  to  the  value  of  1000  mark's 
and  upwards,  and  under  the  clear 
yearly  value  of  soocl.  to  maintain 
four  horfes  or  geldings  for  demi- 
launces,  whereof  two  at  the  leaf!  to 
be  horfes  ;  with  fufhcient  weapons, 
laddies,  meet  and  requifite  to  the 
faid  demi-launces ;  fix  light-horfes, 
with  furniture,  &c.  neceflary  for 
the  fame,  thirty  corcelets  furniflied ; 
thirty  almaine  rivetts,  or  in  lieu 
thereof  thirty  coates  of  plate,  corce¬ 
lets,  or  brigandines  furniflied  ;  thir¬ 
ty  twenty  long  bowes,  twen¬ 

ty  fheafs  of  arrowes,  twenty  heel 
caps  or  feuils,  ten  black  bills  or 
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halberts,  ten  haquebuts  and  tea, 
morians  or  fallets. 

44  Every  temporal  perfon  having 
4C0I.  per  annum,  and  under  the 
clear  yearly  value  of  1000  marks, 
to  keep  two  horfes,  or  one  horfo 
and  one  gelding,  for  light-horfes, 
twenty  corfelets  furnifhed,  twenty 
almaine  rivetts  furniflied,  or  inflead 
thereof,  twenty  coats  of  plate, 
corfelets  or  brigandines  furniflied  ;< 
twenty  pikes,  fifteen  long  bowes, 
fiiteen  fheaves  of  arrowes,  fifteen 
Heel  caps,  or  feuils,  fix  haquebuts, 
and  fix  morians  or  fallets. 

“  Temporal  perfons  having*  clear 
2 or  1.  per  annum,  and  under  400E 
per  annum,  one  great  horfe  or  geld¬ 
ing  fit  for  a  demi-iaunce,  with  fuf- 
ficient  furniture  and  harnefs,  fleeted 
faddle,  &c.  two  geldings  for  light- 
horfe,  with  harnefs  and  weapons 
as  aforefaid  :  ten  corfelets  furniflied, 
ten  almaine  rivetts,  or  inflead  there¬ 
of,  ten  coats  of  plate  corcelets,  or 
brigandines  furniflied,  ten  pikes, 
eight  long  bows,  eight  fheafs  of 
arrows,  eight  Heel  caps  or  feuils, 
three  haquebuts,  and  three  mori¬ 
ans  or  fallets. 

“  Every  temporal  perfon,  &c« 
having  iool.  or  under  200I.  per 
annum,  two  geldings  and  furniture*. 
&c.  for  light-horfemen,  three  corfe¬ 
lets,  furniflied,  three  almaine  rivetts* 
corfelets  or  brigandines  furnifhed, 
th  ree  long  pikes,  three  bowes,  three 
flieafes  of  arrowes,  three  fieel  caps 
or  feuils,  two  haquebuts,  and  two 
morians  or  fallets. 

“  Temporal  perfons  having  100 
marks  and  under  iool.  per  annum* 
one  gelding  and  furniture  for  a 
light  horfeman,  two  corcelets  fur¬ 
nifhed,  two  almaine  rivetts,  coats 
of  plate  or  brigandines  furniflied* 
two  pikes,  two  long  bowes,  two 
fheafs  of  arrows,  two  fieel  caps 
or  feuils,  one  haquebut,  one  mo- 
rian  or  fallet. 

u  Temporal  perfons  having  40L 

or 
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or  under  100  marks  per  annum, 
two  corfelets  furnifhed,  two  almaine 
rivetts,  corfelets  or  brigandines  fur¬ 
nifhed  ;  two  pikes,  one  long,  bowe, 
one  flieaf  of  arrows,  one  fteel  cap 
or  fcull,  two  haquebuts,  two  mo- 
rians  or  ballets. 

44  Perfons  having  20I.  and  under 
40I.  per  annum,  one  corfelet  fur¬ 
niflied,  one  pike,  one  haquebut, 
one  morian  or  fallet,  one  long  bowe, 
one  fheaf  of  arrows,  and  one  fteel 
cap  or  fcull. 

44  Temporal  perfons  having  k>L 
and  under  20L  per  annum,  one  al¬ 
maine  rivett,  a  coat  of  plate  or  bri- 
gandine  furniflied,  one  haquebut, 
one  morian  or  fallet,  and  one  long 
bowe,  one  fheaf  of  arrows,  and 
one  fteel  cap  or  fcull . 

44  Temporal  perfons  having  5I, 
and  under  icl.  per  annum,  one  coat 
of  plate  furniflied,  one  black  bill 
or  halbert,  one  long  bowe,  and  one 
fheaf  of  arrows,  one  fteel  cap  of 
fcull. 

44  Temporal  perfons  having  goods 
and  chattels  to  the  amount  of  1000 
marks,  one  horfe  or  gelding  fur- 
nifned  for  a  demi-launce,  one  geld¬ 
ing  furnifhed  for  a  light-horfeman, 
or  eighteen  corfelets  furnifhed  in- 
itead.  of  the  faid  horfe  and  gelding 
and  furniture  of  the  fame,  at  their 
choice ;  two  corfelets  furniflied, 
two  almaine  rivetts,  orinftead  there¬ 
of  two  corcelets  or  two  brigandines 
furnifhed,  two  pikes,  four  long 
bowes,  four  flieafs  of  arrowes, 
four  feel  caps  or  fculls,  and  three 
haquebuts,  with  three  morians  or 
fallets. 

44  Temporal  perfons  having  goods 
&c.  to  the  amount  of  400 1.  and  a- 
bove,  and  under  1000  marks,  one 
gelding  for  a  light-horfeman,  pro¬ 
perly  furnifhed,  or  inflead  thereof 
nine  corcelets  furniflied,  at  his 
choice,  and  one  other  corceiet  fur¬ 
niflied  ;  one  pike,  two  almaine  ri¬ 
vetts,  or  plate  coates,  or  brigan- 


dines  furniflied,  one  haquebut,  two 
long  bowes,  two  flieafs  of  arrowes, 
and  two  fteel  caps  or  fculls. 

44  Goods,  &c.  to  the  amount  of 
200I.  and  upwards,  and  under  400L 
one  corceiet  furniflied,  one  pike, 
two  almaine  rivetts,  plate  coats,  or 
brigandines  furnifhed  ;  one  haque¬ 
but,  one  morian  or  fallet,  two  long 
bowes,  two  fheafs  of  arrows,  and 
two  fculls  or  feel  caps. 

44  Goods,  &c»  to  the  amount  of 
look  or  above,  and  under  200b 
one  co'rcelet  furniflied,  one  pike, 
one  pair  of  almaine  rivetts,  one 
plate  coat,  or  pair  of  brigandines 
furniflied,  two  long  bowes,  and 
two  fheafs  of  arrowes  and  two  fculls. 

44  Goods,  &c.  to  the  amount  of 
40I.  and  under  100I.  two  pair  of 
almaine  rivetts,  or  two  coats  of 
plate,  or  brigandines  furniflied,  one 
long  bowe,  one  flieaf  of  arrowes, 
one  fteel  cap  or  one  fcull,  and  one 
black  bill  or  halbert. 

Goods,  Sec.  to  the  amount  of  20I. 
and  upwards,  and  under  40I.  one 
pair  of  almaine  rivetts,  or  one  coat 
of  plate,  or  one  pair  of  brigandines, 
two  long  bowes,  two  flieafs  of  ar¬ 
rowes,  two  fculls  or  fteel  caps, 
and  one  black  bill  or  halbert, 

44  Goods,  Sec.  to  the  amount  of 
iol.  and  above,  and  under  20I.  one 
long  bowe,  one  flieaf  of  arrowes, 
with  one  fleet  cap  or  fcull,  and  one 
black  bill  or  halbert. 

44  T\  v moral  perfons  not  charged 
by  this  am,  having  annuities,  eo- 
py  holds,  or  e  it  ate  of  inheritance 
to  the  clear  yearly  value  of  30L 
or  upwards,  to  be  chargeable  withv 
furniture  of  war,  according  to  the 
proportion  appointed  for  goods  and 
chattels. 

44  Arid  every  perfon  who  by  the 
aft  of  the  3  3d  of  king  Henry  VI I H 
cap.  3.  was  hound  by  reason,  that 
his  wife  fliould  wear  Tuch  kind  of 
apparel,  or  other  thing,  as  in  the 
fame  flat  me  is  mentioned  and  de¬ 
ist  2  ciared. 
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dared,  to  keepe  or  find  one  great 
Honed  trotting  horfe,  viz  Every 
person  temporal,  whofe  wife  (not 
being  divorced,  nor  willi  gly  ab- 
fentitur  herfelf  from  him)  doth  were 
any  gowne  of  hike,  French  hood, 
or  bonet  of  velvet,  with  any  habi¬ 
liment,  pafl,  or  edge  of  golde, 
pearle,  or  {tone,  or  any  chaine  of 
golde  about  her  necke,  or  in  her 
partiet,  or  in  any  apparel!  of  her 
body,  except  the  fonnes  and  heires 
apparentofdukes,  marquefes,  earles, 
viconfs  and  barons,  and  others  hav¬ 
ing  heriditaments  to  the  yea*  ly  var 
lue  of  600  marks  or  above,  during 
the  life  of  their  fathers  and  wardes 
having  hereditaments  of  the  yea.  ly 
Value  of  200I.  and  who  are  not  by 
this  act  before  charged,  to  have, 
tnaintaine,  and  keep  any  horfe  or 
gelding  ;  fliall  from  the  ia;d  fir  ft  of 
May,  have,  keep,  and  maintain, 
one  gelding,  able  and  meete  for  a 
lightwhorfcman,  with  fufficient  har- 
nefs  and  weapon  for  the  fame,  in 
fuch  manner  and  forme,  as  every 
perfon  having  lordfhips,  houfes, 
lands,  &c.  to  the  clear  yearly  va¬ 
lue  of  100  marks  is  appointed  to 
have. 

44  Any  perfon  chargeable  by  this 
a#,  who*  for  three  whole  months 
from  the  ift  of  May,  fliall  lack  or 
want  the  hor  es  Or  armour,  with 
which  he  is  charged,  fhall  forfeit 
dor  every  horfe  or  gelding  in  which 
he  is  deficient,  ten  pounds ;  for  e- 
verv  demi-launce  and  furniture, 
th  i*ee  pounds ;  for  every  corfelet 
and  furniture  of  the  fame,  forty 
/hillings,  and  for  every  almain  ri¬ 
vet,  coat  of  plate,  or  brigandine 
and  furniture  of  the  fame,  twenty 
/hillings  ;  and  for  every  bow  and 
fheaf  of  arrows,  bill,  halbert, 
hacquebut,  fteel  cap,  fcull,  mori- 
an  and  lalfet,  ten  fl/ill  ngs,  one 
half  of  thele  forfeitures  to  the  king 


and  queen,  the  other  half  to  the 
parties  fuing  for  the  fame. 

44  '  he  inhabitants  ot  all  cities, 
boroughs,  towns,  pariflies,  &c.  '  6- 
ther  than  fuch  as  are  fpeeially 
charged  befo-e  in  this  aft,  fhall 
keep  and  maintain  at  thei-  com¬ 
mon  cha-ges,  fuch  harneis  and 
weapons  as  fliall  be  appointed  by 
the  comm;lfioners  of  the  King  and 
queen,  to  be  kept  in  fuch  places  as 
fhall  by  the  laid  commilfioners  be 
appointed. 

44  Indentures  to  be  made  of  the 
numbers  and  kinds  thereof  between 
two  or  more  o  the  find  commiifi on¬ 
ers,  and  twelve,  e  ght,  or  four,  of 
the  principal  inhabitants  of  every 
fuch  city,  borough,  &c.  &c.  one 
part  to  lemain  with  the  chief  offi¬ 
cer  ot  the  laid  city,  & c.  and  the 
other  part  with  the  clerk  of  the 
peace  of  the  county. 

“  And  if  any  of  the  inhabitants 
fhall  be  deficient  tor  three  months 
in  any  of  the  articles  dire&ed  to  be 
found,  they  fliall  forfeit  for  every 
artic  e  according  to  the  proportion 
before  mentioned,  to  be  applied  and 
levied  as  there  direbled. 

14  The  lord  chancellor  for  the 
time  being  fhall  have  full  power  to 
grant  commiffions  under  the  great 
leal  of  England,  to  as  many  juf- 
t  ces  of  every  fhire  or  county  as  he 
fliall  deem  neceffarv  for  making  this 
appointment  of  horfes  and  armour. 
This  a<ft  not  to  invalidate  any  cove¬ 
nant  between  a  landlord  and  his  te¬ 
nant  for  finding  horfes,  armour,  or 
weapons. 

44  The  juftices  of  every  county 
are  hereby  authorized  to  make 
fearch  and  view  from  time  to  time 
ot  and  for  the  horfes,  armour,  &c„ 
to  be  kept  by  perfons  polfefled  of 
200I.  per  ann.  and  not  above  400I. 
per  ann.  or  to  be  found  by  perfons 
chargeable  on  account  of  their 
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goods,  chattels,  &c.  as  aforefaid, 
and  to  hear  and  determine  at  their 
quarter  effions  every  default  com¬ 
muted  or  <f  tie,  contrarv  'o  this  ac"t, 
within  the  county,  and  to  ievel  the 
penal  ie^. 

4  Am  fol  ier  mak’ng  fale  of  his 
ho’-fe,  harneis,  or  weap  n,  or  any 
of  them  contrarv  to  the  form  of 
the  ftatute  made  in  the  laid  2d  and 
3d  year  of  the  late  king,  i.  e.  the 
2d  and  3d  of  king  Edward  VI. 
(hall  incur  the  penally  of  the  faid 
Ha  ute,  and  the  lale  ill  a  1 1  be  void, 
the  purchaser  knowing  him  to  be 
a  f'oldier, 

44  All  preferments  and  profecu  • 
tions  to  be  within  one  year  after 
the  commifFon  of  the  offence. 

44  per  tons  p  o  fee  u  ted  for  deficient 
cles  of  armour  may  plead  their  in- 
abi'it'y  to  procure  it,  on  account  of 
the  want  of  it  within  the  realm, 
whi  h  (.-lea,  if  true,  fhaii  be  a  fuf- 
iicient  juftification  ;  if  den  ed,  if- 
fue  to  be  joint  d,  and  the  trial  of 
Each  iffue,  onl\  had  by  the  certifi¬ 
cate  of  the  lord  chancellor,  lord 
treafurer,  the  lord  preiident  of  the 
council,  the  lord  reward  of  the 
kin  *s  and  queen’s  mod  honourable 
bouf  hold,  the  lord  privy  feal  the 
lord  admiral,  and  the  lord  cham¬ 
berlain  of  the  faid  houfehold,  or 
by  three  of  them,  under  their 
hands  and  feals,  &c.  &c.  this  add 
or  any  ufage  to  fhe  contrary  not- 
withidandin.  .  No  peiibns  10  be 
charged  both  for  lands  and  goods. 
This  adt  not  to  repeal  the  add  of  the 


33d  of  Henry  VIII.  for  having 
lon^  bowes,  and  exerciling  archery. 

•4  Prvided  an*  horfes  fliall  d  e, 
or  be  killed,  or  armour  be  loft  or 
expendeu  in  the  defence  of  the 
realm,  the  owner  fliall  not  he  pro- 
fecuted  for  the  deficiency  within 
one  year  after  luch  lofs. 

4i  The  want  of  a  gantlet  or  gant¬ 
lets  fliall  not  be  leAoned  a  defici¬ 
ency  for  a  corcelet. 

44  the  fervants  of  fuch  perfons 
as  are  bound  to  find  a  haquebut, 
may  exercife  themfelves  in  fliooting 
at  fuch  marks  as  are  limited  and  ap¬ 
pointed  by  the  ,  3d  of  Henry  VlXf. 
fo  that  they  do  not  life  fuch  haque¬ 
but  in  any  highway.  This  add  not 
to  extend  to  Wales,  Lancafter,  or 
Chefler,  nor  to  oblige  any  one  to 
have  or  to  find  a  haquebut,  but 
that  they  may,  at  their  will  and 
pleafure,  have  and  keep  inftead  of 
every  haquebut  charged  in  this  add, 
one  long  bowe,  and  one  fheaf  of 
arr  wes,  over  and  abo\e  tuch  other 
armour  and  munition  as  is  by  tho 
laws  of  tne  realm  appointed. 

4>  J  he  lord  chancellor,  or  lord 
ke.  per  of  th -*  great  leal  may  from 
time  to  time  by  virtue  of  the  king’s 
commiflion,  appoint  commiftioners 
in  very  city,  borough,  &c  &c  as 
well  in  hngland  as  Wales,  confid¬ 
ing  or  j  11 11  ices  with  other  perfons 
joined  with  them,  as  he  fliall  think 
meet,  to  take  a  view  of  armour, 
and  to  ailign  what  harnefs,  &c. 
they  fliall  be  bound  to  provide  and 
keep.” 
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44  LOUGHDEARG; 

“  |N  the  parifh  of  Templccarn,  the  largeft  is  called  the  ifland  of  Sf« 
and  barony  of  Tirhugh  ;  in  Dabeoc,  fome  call  it  St.  Fintau’s 
this  lough  there  are  feveral  ifiands,  ifland,  and  others  the  ifland  of 

K  3  Saint; 
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Saints.  In  this  ifland  was  a  priory 

•  of  canons  regular,  following  the 
rule  of  St,  Auguftine,  which  was 
dedicated  to  the  faints  Peter  and 
Paul,  and  founded,  as  fome  fay, 
by  the  great  apoftle  of  Ireland,  but 
others  give  the  foundation  to  St. 
Dabeoc,  who  was  alfo  called  Mo- 
beoc  and  Keonan ;  he  was  brother 

•  to  st.  Canoe,  who  flourifhed  about 
the  year  492.  St.  Dabeoc  is  patron 
of  this  church,  where  three  fefti- 
vals  are  held  to  his  honour  yearly, 
on  the  .1  ft  of  January,  24th  of 
JOy,  and  16th  of  December.  St. 
Dabeoc  is  faid  to  have  been  buried 
in  this  abbey,  which  he  made  fub- 
ject  to  the  great  Abbey  of  Armagh  ; 
it  had  a  fine  chapel,  with  conveni¬ 
ent  houfes  for  the  monks,  the  re¬ 
mains  of  which  may  yet  be  feen. 
One  of  the  St,  Patricks  was  prior 
here  about  the  year  850. 

6i  JNotwithftanding  the  reputed 
holinefs  of  this  celebrated  monaf- 
tery,  it  was  plundered  and  reduced 
to  allies  by  Bratachas  O’Boyle  and 
M ‘Mahon  A.  D,  3207,  John  was 
.prior  in  1353. 

((  St.  Patrick’s  purgatory,  as  it 
is  called,  was  firit  fixed  in  this 
ifland,  but  it  being  near  to  the 
fhore,  and  a  bridge  from  the  main 
land  giving  the  people  a  free  and 
eafy  accefs  into  it,  the  cave  was 
doled  up,  and  another  was  opened 
in  a  1  offer  ifland,  about  half  a  mile 
from  the  ftiore.  Some  people  have 
given  the  invention  of  this  purga¬ 
tory  to  the  great  St.  Patrick,  but 
others,  with  more  probability,  a- 
.  feribe  it  to  Patrick  who  was  prior 
here  about  the  year  850.  This 
purgatory  continued  a  long  time  in 
high  repute  both  at  home  and  a- 
broad.  We  find,  in  our  records, 
feveral  fafg conducts  granted  by  the 
kings  of  England  to  foreigners  de» 
firous  to  vifit  it,  and  particularly 
in  the  year  1358,  to  Maletejfo  Un¬ 


gams,  knt.  another  bearing  the 
fame  date,  to  Nicholas  de  Beccario, 
a  nobleman  of  Ferraria;  and  in 
1397,  one  to  Raymond,  vifeount 
de  Perilleux  and  knight  of  Rhodes, 
with  a  train  of  20  men  and  30 
horfes.  But  this  purgatory  mu  ft 
have  fallen  afterwards  into  di De¬ 
pute,  for  we  find,  that  by  the  au¬ 
thority  of  the  pope,  Alexander  the 
Vlth,  (he  having  confidered  the 
fame  in  the  light  of  impofition)  it 
was  de  mol  ifiied  on  St  Patrick’s  day, 
in  the  year  1497,  by  t^ie  ^atber 
guardian  of  the  Francifcans  of  Do¬ 
negal  1,  and  fome  other  perfons  of 
the  deanery  of  Loughem,  who 
were  deputed  for  this  purpofe  by 
the  bifhop.  A  canon  of  the  priory 
of  St.  Dabeoc  ufually  redded  on 
the  ifland,  for  the  fervice  of  the 
church  and  pilgrims. 

The  extent  of  this  ifland  is 
fcarcely  three  quarters  of  an  Irifti 
acre  ;  the  cave  of  the  purgatory  is 
built  of  free  done,  and  covered 
with  broad  flags  and  green  turf 
laid  over  them  ;  in  length,  within 
tfie  walls,  it  meafures  fixteen  feet 
and  an  half,  and  in  breadth,  about 
two  feet  and  an  inch  5  when  the 
door  is  fliut,  no  light  can  be  difeo- 
vered  fave  what  enters  at  a  final! 
window  in  the  corner.  In  3630 
the  government  of  Ireland  thought 
fit  to  have  it  finally  fuppreifed,  and 
it  was  accordingly  dug  up,  to  the 
no  fmall  diftrefs  and  lofs  of  the  Ro-* 
man  Catholic  clergy,5’ 

“  Priory  of  the  Holy  Trinity, 
commonly  called  Christ  Church, 

INVOLVED  in  darknefs  and 
obfeurity,  in  vain  we  fearchfor  the 
oiigin  ot  our  religious  foundations, 
the  improbabilities  and  fidtions  of 
monkifli  legends  are  often  our  only 
evidences,  and  we  are  frequently 
obliged  to  adopt  the  palpable  ana- 

croni  fnis, 
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eronifins  of  fuch  writings,  in  the 
place  of  authentic  documents  and 
chronological  certainty. 

44  On  the  prefent  occalion  we  are 
fortunately  relieved  from  thefe  dif¬ 
ficulties  by  the  teilimony  of  a  ve¬ 
nerable  record,  the  Black  Book  of 
Chrift  Church,  which  informs  us, 
that  about  the  year  of  our  Lord  1 03  8, 
Sitric,  the  foil  of  Ableb,  or  rather 
Aulif,  the  Danifh  prince  of  Dublin, 
gave  to  Donat,  bifhop  of  that  fee,  a 
place  where  the  arches  or  vaults 
were  founded,  to  eredt  a  church  to 
the  honour  of  the  BlefTed  Trinity. 

44  Ware,  Harris,  and  other  an¬ 
tiquaries  who  have  mentioned  thefe 
circumdances,  give  us  the  extradt 
without  fubjoining  any  elucidation, 
which  however  it  feerns  to  call  for. 

44  From  the  pradiice  of  thole 
ages  we  know,  that  it  was  ufual  to 
.build  fnrall  oratories,  and  to  arch 
that  part  in  which  the  fhrine  of  the 
faint,  or  other  facred  depoiit  was 
placed.  The  ftone  rooting  pre¬ 
vented  accidents  from  lire,  and  at 
the  fame  time  preferved  a  reference 
to  thofe  cryptical  monadic  cells,  then 
held  in  general  veneration.  When  a 
large  .edifice  was  conltrudled,  as 
was  particularly  the  cafe  at  Cafhell, 
thofe  ancient  vaulted  oratories  were 
religioufly  preferved,  and  were 
looked  upon  as  indubitable  proofs 
of  the  antiquity  and  holinefs  of  the 
church.  From  this  explanation 
and  inllance,  a  doubt  cannot  be  en¬ 
tertained  of  thefe  arches  being  the 
foundation  of  an  ancient  oratory, 
and  which  the  donations  of  Sitric 
enlarged  and  furnilhed  with  conve- 
nient  and  necedary  offices  ;  tor  fo 
the  words  44  fufficienter  ad  aedifican- 
dam  eecleliam  cum  tota  curia”  are 
to  be  interpreted. 

44  The  father  and  grandfather  of 
Sitric  died  on  their  journey  to 
Rome,  the  faihionable  tour  of  thole 
days,  and  Sitric  feems  to  have 


been  actuated  with  the  fame  love  of 
religion  which  fo  eminently  di¬ 
ll  in gui idled  his  family.  Additional 
credit  is  derived  to  this  .record 
from  the  times  of  Sitric  and  Donat 
fynchronizing  ;  fo  that  it  may  be 
alfumed  as  certain,  that  the  church 
was  begun  about  the  period  now 
affigned. 

44  The  grants  of  Sitric  were  not 
many,  as  his  territory  was  circum- 
leribed,  and  lay  moftly  on  the  fea 
coail ;  but  he  bellowed  on  them 
the  lands  of  Bealdulech,  or  Bal- 
doyle,  Rechen  and  Portrahern, 
with  their  villains,  cows,  and  corn  ; 
and  Donat  built  an  epifcopal  pa¬ 
lace  contiguous  to  the  church. 
The  religious  of  this  community 
were  lecular  canons,  not  tied  to 
the  obfervance  of  dridt  monadic 
rules,  or  belonging  to  any  of  the 
cenobitical  orders  ;  yet  they  were 
a  fort  of  monks  lax  in  difeipline, 
and  bound  to  fuch  regulations  as 
the  billiop  preferibed,  On  the  ad¬ 
vancement  of  Laurence  O’Toole  to 
the  fee  of  Dublin  in  A.  D.  1163, 
he  made  them  canons  regular  of 
the  order  of  Arras,  a  branch  of  the 
Auguftinians. 

44  We  find  in  Ware’s  hiffory  of 
the  bilhops,  that  after  the  death  of 
Maurice  M4Donaid,  archbilhop  of 
Armagh,  in  the  year  1134,  Nigel 
M4Aid  ufurped  that  fee,  taking 
away  with  him,  fays  St.  Bernard  in 
his  life  of  Malachy,  the  ornaments 
of  the  church,  fuch  as  the  text  of 
the  golpejs  which  had  belonged  to 
St.  Patrick,  and  a  llaff  covered  with 
gold  and  fet  with  precious  Tones, 
called  the  Faff  of  Jefus  :  in  fuch 
reverence  were  thefe  reliques  held, 
that  whoever  polfelTed  them  was 
etleemed  the  rightful  polfelTor  of 
the  lee.  The  hidory  of  this  cele¬ 
brated  llaff,  as  delivered  by  Joce» 
line,  is  briefly  this  :  St.  Patrick, 
moved  by  divine  indindl,  or  angelic 
K  4  revelation9 
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revelation,  vilited  one  Julius,  an 
afcetic  who  inhabited  an  ifland  in 
the  Tyrrhene  fea,  a  man  of  ex¬ 
emplary  virtue  and  moil  holy  lite. 
After  mutual  fajutations  and  dif- 
courfe,  he  p  relented  the  Irifh 
Apoftle  with  a  ftaff  which  he  aver- 
eci  he  had  received  from  the  hands 
of  Jefus  Chrilt  himfelf*  In  this 
ifland  were  fome  men  in  the  bloom 
of  youth,  and  others  who  appear¬ 
ed  aged  and  decrepit ;  bt.  Patrick 
converfing  with  them,  found  that 
thefe  aged  perfons  were  fons  of 
thofe  feemingly  young  ;  aftoni filed 
at  this  miraculous  appearance,  he 
was  told,  “  that  from  their  infancy 
they  had  ferved  God,  that  they 
were  conftantly  employed  in  works 
of  charity,  arid  their  doors  ever 
open  to  the  traveller  and  diftrefted  ; 
that  one  night  a  ft  ranger,  with  a 
flaff  in  his  hand,  came  to  them, 
whom  they  accommodated  to  the 
heft  of  their  power  $  that  in  the 
morning  he  Hefted  them,  and  faid, 
I  am  Jefus  Chrift  whom  you  have 
always  faithfully  ferved,  but  laft 
night  you  received  me  in  my  proper 
perfon  :  he  then  gave  his  ftaff  to 
their  fpiritual  father,  with  direc¬ 
tions  to  deliver  it  to  a  tl ranger 
named  Patrick,  who  would  fhortly 
vifit  them  j  on  faying  this  he  a- 
feended  into  heaven,  and  left  us  in 
that  ftate  of  juvenility  in  which 
you  behold  us,  and  our;  fons,  then 
young,  are  the  old  decrepit  per¬ 
fons  you  now  fee.’ 5  J oce, line  goes 
on  to  relate,  that  with  this  flaff  our 
Apoftle  collected  every  venomous 
creature  in  the  ifland  to  the  top  of 
the  mountain  of  Omagh  Phadruig, 
in  the  county  of  Mayo,  and  from 
tHence  precipitated  them  into  the 
ocean.  '  5 

“  Thefe  tales  were  traditional 
among  the  Irifh  from  the  early 
ages  and  antecedent  to  the  time  of 
Jocelines  who  wrote  A,  DO  1185, 


for  we  find  them  in  Henry  the 
monk  of  Saltrey,  who  flourifhed 
about  forty  years  before  that  pe- 
riod.  Superftition  thus  finding  an 
eafy  aftent  from  the  credulity  of 
mankind,  wonderfully  exalted  the 
power  of,  and  excittd  the  venera¬ 
tion  due  to,  fuch  reliques,  fo  thaf 
we  need  not  wonder  at  the  notice 
taken  of  them  in  the  records  of  this 
church. 

<4  Clonmacnoise. 

“  This  monaftery,  which  belong* 
ed  to  the  regular  canons  of  St* 
Auguftin,  was  peculiarly  ana  uni- 
verbally  efteemed;  it  was  uncom¬ 
monly  extenfive,  and  amazingly 
enriched  by  various  kings  and 
princes  ;  its  landed  property  was 
fo  great,  and  the  number  of  cells 
and  monafteries  fubjebted  to  it  fo 
numerous,  that  almoft  half  of  Ire¬ 
land  was  faid  to  be  within  the  bounds 
of  Clonmacnoife  :  and  what  was  a 
ftrong  inducement  ami  contributed 
much  towards  enriching  this  houfe, 
it  was  believed,  that  all  perfons 
who  were  interred  in  the  Holy 
Ground  belonging  to  it,  had  in- 
fured  to  themfelves  a  lure  and  im¬ 
mediate  afeent  to  Heaven ;  many 
princes  (it  is  fuppofed  for  this  rea- 
fori)  chofe  this  for  the  place  of  their 
fepulture  ;  it  was  the  Jona  of  Ire¬ 
land  :  yet  notwithstanding  the  re* 
puted  fantftity  of  this  monaftery, 
&nd  the  high  efiimation  in  which  it 
was  held  by  all  ranks  of  people,  it 
appears  from  the  foregoing  hiftorv, 
that  the  abbey  and  town  were  fre¬ 
quently  plundered,  burnt,  and  de- 
ftroyed  by  defpoilers  of  every  kind, 
from  the  impoliflied  I ri ill  defpe- 
rado  to  the  empurpled  king  :  the 
abbey  alfo  buffered  by  the  handsof 
the  barbarous  Qftmen,  and  no* 
only  by  them,  but,  (with  concern, 
do  wp  add)  by  the  Englifh  then 
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fettled  in  the  kingdom,  whole  er¬ 
rand  hither,  we  would  vvifh  to 
think,  was  to  conciliate  the  affec¬ 
tions  of  the  people,  to  unite  them 
in  bonds  of  friendship,  and  to  teach 
them  to  be  like  fellow-citizens  and 
fubje&s  ;  inilead  of  this,  we  are 
compelled  to  fay,  they  too  often 
joined  in  the  facrilegious  outrages 
of  other  wicked  men,  and  repeat¬ 
edly  diilurbed  and  defpoiled  the 
peaceful  fe  urinary  of  Clonmac- 
noife  ;  fparing  neither  book,  veft- 
xnent,  or  any  other  appendage  of 
the  facred  altar,  which  belonged 
to  thefe  truly  inoffenhve  men. 

“  The  Situation  of  Cionmac- 
noife  is  delightful.  It  Hands  about 
ten  miles  from  Atblone,  on  the 
banks  of  the  Shannon,  and  is  raifed 
above  the  river  on  ground  com- 
pofed  of  many  final l  elevations,  on 
which  are  a  few  of  the  buildings 
which  did  belong  to  this  ancient 
ho ufe  :  feveral  other  ruins  apper¬ 
taining  to  it  may  alfo  be  feen  in 
the  little  vallies  between  the  hills. 
The  whole  is  bounded  to  the  eaft 
and  north  with  very  large  bogs. 

u  Here  are  two  round  towers, 
elegantly  built  of  hewn  ftone  ;  the 
larger,  which  is  called  CrRourk's, 
and  wants  the  roof,  is  fixty-two 
feet  in  height,  and  lifty-Six  in  cir¬ 
cumference,  and  the  walls  are  three 
feet  eight  inches  in  thick nefs  ;  the 
other  tower,  called  M‘Carthy’s, 
is  Seven  feet  in  diameter  within, 
and  the  walls  ate  three  in  thicknefs, 
and  fifty-fix  in  height,  including 
the  conical  Shaped  roof.  The  next 
considerable  building  we  find  here 
is  the  cathedral,  which  was  the 
ancient  abbey,  the  doors  of  it  are 
richly  carved.  There  are  feveral 
old  monuments  in  this  church,  on 
which  are  inl'criptions,  faid  to  be 
partly  in  Hebrew  and  partly  in 
IriSh.  At  length  this  abbey,  which 
was  formerly  endowed  with  very 


large  polfeffions,  fuffered  a  gradual 
decline,  and  in  the  courfe  of  time 
was  reduced  and  defpoiled  of  all  its 
property. 

“  The  cemetery  contained  about 
two  IriSh  acres,  on  which  tea 
other  churches  were  afterwards 
built  by  the  kings  and  petty  princes 
of  the  circumjacent  country,  who* 
though  at  perpetual  war  whilst 
living,  wrere  content  to  re  Si  peace¬ 
ably  befide  each  other.  The  feveral 
founders  named  theie  churches  as 
follows  :  Temple  Righ,  or  Me- 
laghlin’s  Church,  built  by  O’Me- 
laghlin,  king  of  Meath,  and  to 
this  day  it  is  the  burial  place  of 
that  family ;  Temple  O’Connor 
built  by  O’Connor  Dun  ;  Temple 
Kelly  •  Temple  Finian,  or  M‘Car- 
thy,  built  by  M‘Ca'thy-more  of 
Muntler  ;  Temple  Hurpan,  ot 
MfLaffy’s  Church;  Temple  Kie- 
ran  ;  Temple  Gauney  ;  Temple 
Doulin,  which  is  now  the  parish 
church;  and  Temple  M‘Dermot* 
this  laft  was  much  larger  than  any 
of  the  others,  and  before  the  weft 
door  Stands  a  large  old  crofs  of  one 
entire  Slone,  much  defaced  by  time* 
on  which  was  fome  rude  carving, 
and  an  infeription  in  antique  and 
unknown  characters  ;  the  north, 
doors  are  very  low,  but  guarded 
with  final l  pillars  of  fine  marble* 
curioufly  hewn.  Another  of  .thefe 
churches  hath  within  it  an  arch  of 
greenifh  marble,  flat  wrought,  and 
beautifully  executed,  the  joints  of 
which  are  fo  clofe,  that  the  whole 
appears  to  be  of  one  entire  Slone. 
Befides  the  crofs  before  mentioned 
there  are  three  others  in  the  church¬ 
yard. 

44  Here  we  alfo  find  Temple 
Eafpic,  or  the  BiShop’s  Chapel ; 
and  on  the  weft  of  the  cemetery- 
lie  fome  ruins  of  the  epifcopal  pa¬ 
lace,  which  may  ftill  be  feen. 

H  The  9th  of  September  is 

annually 


I 


f  1 54}  MONASTIC  INSTITUTIONS  in  IRELAND, 


annually  obferved  as  the  patron- 
day,  when  great  numbers  from 
the  moil  aidant  parts  of  Ireland, 
afleiftble  here  in  pilgrimage, ” 

Inismurray, 

*s  An  iiland  in  the  great  Webern 
ocean,  and  about  five  miles  from 
the  main  land  of  the  barony  of 
Carbary.  In  the  early  ages  there 
was  an  abbey  here,  dedicated /to 
the  Virgin  Mary,  and  governed 
by  St.  Dicholla,  the  foil  of  Meinida, 
who  died  A.  D.  747. 

“  This  iiland  was  dell  roved  by 
foreigners,  but  we  are  not  inform¬ 
ed  at  what  period. 

“  807.  The  Danes  or  Gentiles, 
as  called  by  our  annalibs,  made 
good  a  landing  in  this  year,  and, 
with  their  accuftomed  barbarity, 
fet  fire  to  this  very  poor  abbey. 

“  O  ur  monadic  annals  clofe 
here ;  but  from  a  gentleman  who 
vilited  Inifmurray  in  the  fummer 
of  1779,  we  are  enabled  to  give  the 
following  defcription  : 

“  This  ifland  is  a  rock  riling 
from  the  fea,  with  horrid  precipi- 
cds  towards  the  ocean,  but  Shelving 
gently  like  heps  on  the  fide  oppofite 
the  land ;  it  contains  about  one 
hundred  and  thirty  acres  of  a  fiial- 
low  foil,  from  four  to  five  inches  in 
depth,  which  ferves  to  feed  fome 
bleep,  a  few  cows,  and  five  or  fix 
horfes,  the  remainder  of  the  ifland 
is  a  mere  rock  ;  the  habitable  part 
contains  about  forty  or  fifty  people, 
children  included,  who  live  in  five 
houfes,  with  as  many  barns  ad¬ 
joining  them  ;  they  intermarry 
amongft  each  other,  and  when  the 
land  is  overbook ed  with  inhabi¬ 
tants,  they  leek  their  fortunes  oil 
the  great  ifland  of  Ireland  ;  they 
are  one  community,  and  live  by 
fifhing  and  felling  them  fifh  on  the 
main;  they  ip  e<ut  Indi  only,  one 


man  bowed  beneath  the  weight  of 
years  excepted  ;  and  boab  their 
having  had  this  ifland  in  pofTeffion 
upwards  of  feven  hundred  years. 

il  What  is  called  the  abbey,  is 
an  enclofure  of  dry  bones,  from 
five  to  feven  and  eight  feet  thick  ; 
it  impoffible  to  determine  whe¬ 
ther  it  is  round  or  oval ;  more  rude 
inelegant  workmanfhip  was  never 
feen.  There  are  a  few  cells  under 
ground,  which  receive  their  light, 
fome  through  a  hole  at  the  top, 
others  through  a  loop  hole  in  the 
fide  ;  they  are  dark  and  horrible 
dungeons. 

O 

“  There  are  alfo  two  chapels 
built  with  mortar,  and  quite  in  a 
grofs  Hate,  as  is  St.  Molafie’s  cell, 
which  has  a  bone  roof,  and  where 
the  batue  of  the  faint  is  preferr¬ 
ed.  One  of  the  chapels,  banding* 
by  itfelf,  has  an  extraordinary 
window,  the  arch  of  which  is  one 
rough  crooked  done,  juft  in  its 
original  diape.  Here  is  an  altar, 
called  the  curling  altar,  which  is 
covered  with  round  bones,  and 
north-weft  of  this,  bands  the  altar 
of  the  Trinity. 

“  The  neighbouring  inhabitants 
fay,  that  if  a  man,  ,who  is  really 
wronged,  turns  one  of  thefe  bones, 
and  at  the  fame  time  curies  his  ad* 
verfary,  the  wifh, .  whatfoever  it  is, 
will  fall  upon  him  if  guilty,  but  if 
otherwife,  the  curfe  recoils  upon 
the  perfon  who  denounces  it  ;  this 
keeps  them  in  luch  awe,  as  to 
prevent  rafli  imprecations.  There 
are  feveral  fmall  enclofures  with  a 
done  in  the  centre,  and  fome  fprings, 
each  of  them  confecrated  to  a  par¬ 
ticular  faint. 

“  A  batue  of  their  patron,  faint 
Molafle,  very  rudely  carved  in 
wood,  and  painted  of  a  reddifh  co¬ 
lour,  is  dill  preferved  here  ;  the 
abbey  was  ereibed  conjointly  by 
this  faint  and  St.  Columb,  but  the 

latter 
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latter  being'  of  an  impetuous  and  fler,  and  that  there  a  few  Culdees, 
fiery  difpolition  could  not  accord  or  Colidei,  did  devoutly  ferve  God. 
with  the  mildnefs  of  Molafie,  and  To  the  call:  of  the  abbey  church  is 


betook  himlelf  to  the  main  land, 
leaving  the  other  in  peaceable 
pofTeflion.” 

u  Monaincha. 

«  The  monaftery  of  Monaincha, 
Htuated  almoft  in  the  centre  of  the 
great  bog  of  Monela,  in  the  barony 
of  Ikerrin  and  about  three  miles 
fouth-eaft  of  Rofcrea,  was  origin¬ 
ally  an  abbey  of  Culdean  monks, 
under  the  invocation  of  St.  Go- 
lumba,  whofe  feftival  was  formerly 
celebrated  there,  on  the  15th  of 
June  ;  the  lituation  chofen  by  thefe 
religious  was  very  lingular :  the 
iiland  whereon  the  mo  nailery  is 
built  con  fills  of  about  two  acres  of 
dry  ground;  all  the  fu r rounding 
parts  being  a  loft  morals,  fcarcely 
acceffible  by  human  feet,  and  yet 
on  this  iile  Hand  the  remains  of  a 
beautiful  edifice  ;  not  large,  but 
constructed  in  fo  fine  a  flyle,  and 
with  fuch  materials,  as  excites  our 
wonder  how  they  could  have  been 
tranfported  thither.  The  length 
of  the  church  is  forty-four  feet, 
the  width  about  eighteen  ;  the  arch¬ 
es  of  the  choir  and.  the  we  Hern  port¬ 
al  are  femicircular,  and  adorned 
with  a  variety  of  curious  mould¬ 
ings  ;  the  windows  were  contrailed 
arches,  fuch  as  appear  over  the 
weft  entrance  to  the  church  of  St. 
Edmondlbury,  Suffolk,  but  they 
are  decaying,  and  lome  have  fall¬ 
en  down. 

44  The  antiquity  of  this  monaf¬ 
tery  is  indifputable ;  for  it  is  men? 
iioned  by  Giraldus  Cambrenlis, 
who  came  into  Ireland  in  1 185,  as 
preceptor  and  fecretary  to  king 
fohn,  then  earl  ol  Morton ;  he 
fays  this  ifland  borders  upon  North 
jdunfter  and  fh£  Leiju 


a  fmall  oratory,  but  no  veftige  of 
monaftic  dwellings  can  be  found  on 
this  ifle,  fave  only  the  abbey  and 
the  abbot’s  room  adjoining  it,  which 
was  over  the  cellars,  and  but  fmall  ; 
whatever  others  might  have  been 
were  probably  lormed  of  wood, 
and  in  the  lapfe  of  many  centuries 
have  ceafed  to  exift.  Superftition 
eftablifned  an  opinion,  fo  early  as 
the  age  of  Giraldus,  that  no  per- 
fon  could  die  In  this  iile,  let  his 
malady  be  ever  fo  extreme,  or  his 
fate  ever  fo  urgent:  the  merits  of 
the  patron  faint  and  thofe  of  hU 
religious,  fecured  this  privilege  tp 
an  ifle  fo  favoured,  and  hence  it 
acquired  the  appellation  of  Infula 
Viventium,  or,  the  Iiland  of  the 
Living.  This  legendary  celebrity 
brought,  from  the  remoteft  parts 
innumerable  pilgrims,  to  expiate 
their  lins  at  the  altar  of  St.  Colum- 
ba,  and  a  gainful  trade  was  carried 
on  for  more  than  ten  centuries  ; 
which  enabled  the  monks  to  im* 
prove  their  abbey,  and  add  fuch 
decorations  as  the  fafhion  and  tafte 
of  the  day  required :  for  we  are 
not  to  fuppofc,  that  the  prefent 
church  is  the  fame  as  the  original 
which  was  ere  died  in  the  feventh 
century ;  that  was  probably  of 
wood,  in  which  ftate  it  continued 
till  the  invaiion  of  the  Oilmen, 
when  a  new  ftyie  of  architecture 
commenced,  and  Monaincha  was 
conftruded  of  more  durable  mate¬ 
rials. 

u  However,  the  falubrity  and 
fupernatural  power  of  the  iile  was 
not  fo  great  as  to  prevent  the  emi¬ 
gration  of  its  religious  inhabitants 
to  the  main  land  :  they  found  the 
noxious  vapours  of  the  furround-. 
ing  marfhes  and  fvvamps  highly  in-? 
jurious  to  their  conftitutions,  and 
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they,  as  Ware  informs  us,  fixed 
their  refi  ence  at  Corbally  ;  where 
is  at  this  dav ,  in  good  prefervation, 
a  fmall  neat  chapel,  of  a  cruciform 
jhape,  v,i  h  nan  w  flits  for  win¬ 
dows,  and  many  other  particulars 
indicating  a  refpedtable  antiquity.” 

**  Glendalogh. 

lt  THE  ruins  of  this  abbey  (be¬ 
ing  the  fir fl  which  a  traveller  per¬ 
ceives)  are  htuated  in  the  bottom 
of  thr  vale,  and  con  It  if  of  two 
buildings  parallel  to  each  other 
(the  larger  one  on  the  fouth  being 
the  church;)  on  the  eatf  end  of 
the  abbey  is  an  arch,  of  extremely 
curious  «  orkmanfhip  ;  the  columns 
on  the  fides  recede  one  behind  an¬ 
other,  and  are  very  ftort,  but  do 
not  diminiffi ;  t  he  capitals  are  orna¬ 
mented  in  a  lingular  manner,  mold 
©f  them  with  human  hea.  s  at  the 
angle?,  and  dragons  or  other  fabu¬ 
lous  animab  at  the  fides ;  the  heads 
have  much  the  appearance  of  thofe 
in  Egyptian  fcuipture,  with  large 
ears,  long  eyes,  and  the  trefles  of 
the  hail*  ffrait ;  the  ring-ft.  nes  of 
the  arch  are  indented  triangularly, 
in  imitat  on  of  the  Saxon  architec¬ 
ture,  and  in  fome  parts  human 
heads  and  other  ornaments  are 
within  the  triangular  mouldings 
On  t'  e  removal  of  fome  heaps  of 
rubbifh  from  under  the  ruins  <  f 
this  arch,  a  few  (tones  be;  utifully 
carved  were  found,  m  ny  of  them 
belonging  to  the  arches,  and  fome 
to  the  architrave  of  the  win  ow  ; 
the  architrave  ;s  twelve  inches 
broad,  an  a  pannel  is  funk,  orna 
mented  lozenge  wife,  an  an  ovelo 
forms  the  lozenge,  with  a  bead 
running  on  each  iide ;  the  centre 
of  the  lozenge  is  decorated  on  one 
fide,  in  bafs  relief,  with  a  knot  de¬ 
licately  carved  ;  the  other  w  th  a 
flower  in  the  centre,  and  mouldings 


correfponding  to  the  fhape  of  the 
lozenge.  The  half  lozenge  at  the 
bottom  of  the  piiafter,  in  one  i£ 
filled  with  a  bas  relief  of  a  human 
head,  with  a  bird  on  each  fide  peek¬ 
ing  ar  the  eye,  and  the  other  by  a 
dragon,  twitting  its  head  round, 
and  the  tail  turned  up  between  its 
legs  into  the  mouth.  H  re  is  an¬ 
other  fione,  apj  arenfly  the  capital 
of  a  column ;  twro  fides  of  it  are 
vifible,  both  are  ornamented  with 
a  patera,  but  each  fide  in  a  differ¬ 
ent  manner;  one  confiils  of  a  flow¬ 
er  of  lixteen  large  leaves  and  fif¬ 
teen  fmaller  ones,  relieved  the 
eighth  of  an  inch,  and  the  other 
of  fix  leaves  branching  from  the 
centre,  with  another  leaf  extend¬ 
ing  between  their  points. 

44  In  deferibing  the  other  ruins 
of  this  defolated  city,  (which  ap¬ 
pears  to  have  been  built  in  an  ele¬ 
gant  Ayle  of  Greci  n  architecture) 

o  §  ^  ^  * 

we  in  fome  meafure  outflep  the 
bounds  original  y  preferibed,  in 
which  monaflic  dwellings  we^e  a- 
lone  inc  tided  ;  but  their  contigu¬ 
ity  to  the  abb>y,  which  we  have 
jult  now  quitted,  induces  us  to 
proceed  to  the  next  erection  called 
the 

“  Church  of  theTrinity  j 

“  It  flands  on  a  riling  ground, 
north  of  the  abbey  ;  and,  as  the 
inhabitants  fay,  was  dedicated  to 
the  Holy  i  rin.ty  ;  in  the  front  of 
this  church  is  a  circular  building 
upon  a  fqeare  bafe,  which  evident¬ 
ly  was  inter ded  for  a  belfry,  a 
fuflicient  fpace  being  left  for  the 
rope  to  come  down.  Hence  let 
us  come  to  the 

“  Seven  Churches. 

14  For  which  Glendalogh  has 
been  for  many  centuries  remark¬ 
able,, 
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able,  and  for  which  it  will  be  ce¬ 
lebrate  i,  even  when  the  veltiges 
now  remaining*  are  no  more. 

c-* 

44  j  he  entrance  to  the  area,  on 
which  thefe  churches  hand,  is 
on  the  north-eaft  iide,  through  the 
ruins  of  a  gateway,  iixteen  feet  fix 
inches  in  length,  by  iixteen  feet  in 
width  ;  the  arches,  which  are  hill 
entire,  are  nine  feet  ieven  inches 
wide,  and  ten  feet  high,  and  the 
ring-hones,  of  mountain  granite, 
are  the  full  depth  of  the  wail ;  the 
outfide  arch  is  compofed  of  twenty- 
four  hones,  and  the  infide  one  of 
twenty-feven,  which  are  two  feet 
fix  inches  in  depth. 

44  The  Cathedral  Church 
ranks  as  the  firh,  and  owes  its  origin 
to  St*  Keivin,  by  whom  it  was 
dedicated  to  the  patron  faints  of 
the  abbev.  It  meafures  forty-eight 
feet  in  length  and  thirty  in  width ; 
on  the  fouth  fide  were  three  {mail 
windows,  and  at  the  eah  end  was 
an  arch  feventeen  feet  fix  inches 
wide,  behind  which  was  another 
building  thirty -feven  feet  fix  inches 
an  length,  by  twenty-three  feet  in 
width,  with  a  beautiful  window 
at  the  eaft  end,  on  the  north  are 
two  fmall  ones,  and  one  on  the 
fouth,  with  a  door  three  feet  eight 
inches  wide,  communicating  to  a 
fmall  building  ot  Iixteen  feet  by 
ten,  the  door  of  the  church  is  feven 
feet  tour  inches  high,  three  feet  fix 
inches  wide  at  top,  and  three  feet 
ten  at  bottom  ;  the  jambs  are 
compofed  of  four  courfes  and  a 
lintel  at  top,  over  which  is  a  dif- 
charging  arch  ;  the  fiones  are  the 
entire  depth  of  the  walls,  with  a 
reveal  cut  at  the  infide  for  the  door, 
which  appears  to  have  turned  on 
pivots  ;  holes  are  cut  for  bars  acrofs, 
and  iron  cramps  and  bolts  appear 
in  fome  places  ;  leveral  courfes  of 
this  building  are  of  hewn  ftone,  as 
Well  as  a  kind  of  pilafiers^  which 
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projetff  from  the  ends  of  the  wall 
to  the  front  and  rear,  and  meafure 
two  feet  fix  inch  s  in  width  ;  the 
wall  of  the  building  to  the  eaft, 
within  thefe,  is  detached,  and  has. 
the  appearance  of  a  more  modern 
ityle. 

44  Under  a  fmall  window,  at  the 
fouth  fide  of  th  choir,  is  a  tomb 
of  freeftone,  ornamented,  and  in 
the  cemetery  (lands  a  round  tower* 
one  hundred  and  ten  feet  high,  un¬ 
commonly  well  built,  and  in  fine 
prefervation,  the  roof  alone  having 
buffered  by  time  ;  at  the  bottom  it 
meafures  fifty-two  feet  in  girth,, 
and  the  walls  are  four  feet  thick. 

44  f  he  remains  of  feveral  crofies 
may  (fill  be  feen  amongft  thole 
ruins,  and  that  firuated  in  the  ce¬ 
metery  of  this  chureh,  particularly 
merits  notice,  being  one  entire 
ffone,  eleven  feet  in  height. 

44  Sr.  Keivin’s  Kitchen  (its 
vulgar  appellation)  was  undoubt¬ 
edly  one  of  the  Seven  Churches, 
and  is  now  almofi  entire,  having 
buffered  alone  in  the  ruin  of  a 
window,  the  only  one  in  the 
thu  ch,  this  was  placed  about  eight 
feet  from  the  fouth-eaff  angle,  and 
was  ornamented  with  an  architrave 
elegantly  ivi ought,  but  being  of 
freefone,  it  was  conveyed  away  by 
the  neighbouring  inhabitants,  and 
brayed  to  powder  for  dome. tic  ufeM 
The  area  of  this  church  meafures 
twenty  two  feet  nine  inches  by 
fifteen,  in  height  it  is  twenty  feet, 
and  the  wa'ls  are  thre  feet,  fix  in 
thicknefs  ;  at  the  eaft  end  is  art 
arch  five  feet  three  inches  in  width, 
which  communicates  to  another 
building  ten  feet  fix  in  length,  by 
nine  feet  three  in  width;  on  the 
no  th  fide  of  which  is  a  door  two 
feet  two  inches  wide,  which  com¬ 
municates  with  another  chapel  of 
the  fame  length,  and  f  ven  feefc 
nine  inches  in  width  ;  each  of  thefe 

buildings 
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building's' has  a  final!  window  in  the 
centre  to  the  eaft,  the  walls  are 
three  feet  thick,  and  both  meafure 
twelve  feet  in  height.  The  foun¬ 
dation,  with  two  or  three  couries  of 
the  building-  is  laid  of  cut  mountain 
grit ;  the  door  is  fix  feet  eight 
inches  high,  two  feet  four  inches 
wide  at  top,  and  two  feet  eight 
inches  at  bottom,  moft  of  the  ftones 
run  through  the  entire  thicknefs 
of  the  wall ;  the  lintel  is  five  feet 
eight  inches  in  length,  by  eleven 
inches  and  an  half  in  depth,  and  a 
rude  cornice,  projecting  about  five 
inches,  and  meafuring  four  feet  ten 
inches  long,  by  iix  inches  in  depth, 
is  worked  out  of  the  fame  flone. 
A  round  belfry  riles  from  the  weft- 
end  of  the  church,  the  entrance 
to  it  is  through  a  fquare  hole  in  the 
cove  of  the  church,  over  which, 
between  the  cove  and  the  roof,  is  a 
large  fpace,  open  to  the  belfry,  that 
received  its  light  from  a  .lmall 
window.  The  height  of  this  tower 
is  about  forty -five  feet ;  the  roof, 
both  of  the  church  and  tower,  is 
compofed  of  thin  hones,  very  neatly 
laid,  and  with  a  very  high  pitch  ; 
the  ridge  of  the  roof  is  about  thirty- 
feet  above  the  ground,  and  the 
double  building,  at  the  rear,  is  only 
twenty  feet  ;  having  afcended  the 
roof  of  this  building,  we  difcover 
a  groove  cut  in  the  eafl-end  of 
the  larger  building,  which  fhews 
that  this  was  not  the  original  tower, 
but  much  higher  and  narrower 
than  the  former ;  indeed  the  walls 
of  the  double  building  are  lepe rat¬ 
ed  from  thofe  of  the  large,  and 
though  undoubtedly  very  ancient, 
yet  the  inferiority  of  the  mateiials 
and  workmanfhip,  evidently  fhew 
that  this  work  was  pofleriour  to  the 
former,  and  eredted  by  much  lefs 
fkilful  builders. 

“  Our.  Lady’s  Church,  the 
mod  weflward  of  the  feven,  and 


nearly  oppoflte  to  the  cathedral; 
is  now  almoft  in  ruins,  but  from 
the  door  way,  and  the  few  remains 
of  walls,  it  appears  to  have  been 
built  with  more  knowledge  of  the 
art  than  the  Other  buildings.  The' 
door  confifls  of  only  three  courfes ; 
the  lintel  is  five  feet  fix  inches  in 
length,  and  fourteen  inches  and  an 
half  in  depth  ;  the  door  is  fix  feet 
four  in  height,  two  feet  fix  in  width 
at  top,  and  two  feet  ten  at  bottom  ; 
a  kind  of  architrave  is  worked  a- 
round  the  door  lix  inches  broad, 
and  in  the  bottom  of  the  lintel  an 
ornament  is  wrought  in  a  crofs  re- 
fembling  the  flyer  of  a  flumping- 
prefs.  The  walls  are  carried  up 
with  hewn  llone,  in  general  of  a 
large  fize,  to  about  the  height  of 
the  door,  and  the  remainder  are  of 
the  rude  mountain  rag-flone,  but 
laid  incomparably  well.  At  the 
eail  end  was  an  arch  of  hewn 
Hone  exactly  flmilar  to  that  of  the 
cathedral. 

“  The  Rhefeart,  literally  the 
fepulchre  of  kings,  is  famous  for 
having  feven  princes  interred  with¬ 
in  its  limits  ;  in  this  church  is  the 
tomb  of  M‘Mthuil,  or  O ‘Toole, 
the  ancient  chieftain  of  the  countrv, 
with  the  following  infeription,  in 
the  Irifh  charadter 

“  Jesus  Christ 

“  Mile  deach  feuch  corp  re 

Mac  Mthuil. 

ii  See  here  the  refling-place  of 
the  body  of  king  M‘Thuil,  who 
died  in  Chrifl  ioio. 

“  Many  others  of  this  family  are 
faid  to  have  been  interred  here, 
where  a  ftone  crofs,  elegantly  carv¬ 
ed,  is  {fill  preferred. 

“  Priory  of  St.  Saviour,  com¬ 
monly  called  the  Eaftern  Church. 
Of  this  building,  little  can  be  faid, 
the  foundation  only  remaining; 
but  about  five  years  iince,  a  quan- 
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tity  of  hone  remarkably  well 
wrought,  was  dUcovered  here,  and 
on  removing’  ail  heap  of  rubbifh, 
the  collection  of  many  centuries, 
two  clufters  of  columns  were  found, 
with  curious  emblematic  decora¬ 
tions,  which  had  fupported  a  great 
fretted  arch,  compofed  of  the  before 
mentioned  hones,  which  lead  to  the 
•difcovery. 

44  The  Ivy  Church,  is  fituated 
fomewhat  to  the  weftward,  and  has 
large  breaches  in  its  walls  long  fmee 
overgrown  with  ivy  ;  nothing  wor¬ 
thy  of  remark  can  be  found  in  this 
building,  which  is  entirely  un¬ 
roofed. 

u  TEAMPULL-kA  Shell  to,  fi¬ 
tuated  in  the  recefs  of  the  fouth 
mountain,  was  the  ancient  Priory 
of  the  Rock,  and  was  alfo  called 
the  Temple  of  the  Defert,  both 
exp  re  Hive  of  the  irilh  appella¬ 
tion. 

44  The  celebrated  bed  of  St. 
Kelvin,  on  the  fouth  fide  of  the 
lough  is  a  cave,  hewn  in  the  folid 
rock,  on  the  fide  of  the  mountain, 
exceeding  difficult  in  afcent,  and 
terrible  in  profpecf,  for  it  hangs 
perpendicular  over  the  lake,  at  an 
alarming  height  above,  the  fujfiace 
of  the  water ;  at  a  final!  diftance 
from  this  bed,  on  the  fame  fide  of 
the  mountain,  are  to  be  feen,  the 
ruins  of  a  fmail  ft  one  building, 
called  St.  Kelvin's  cell. 

44  We  fhall  now  bid  adieu  to 


this  illuilrious  feminary,  which 
(in  the  language  of  a  late  eminent 
writer,)  44  was  once  the  luminary 
of  the  weftern  world,  whence  la¬ 
vage  fepts  and  roving  barbarians 
derived  the  benefits  of  knowledge 
and  the  blelfings  of  religion. 

44  The  romantic  fhape  of  the  fur- 
rounding  mountains,  many  of  which 
are  covered  with  a  frefli  fp ring  of 
wood,  and  others,  though  of  a 
furprifmg  height,  retaining  the 
liveliefl  verdure  almoft  throughout 
the  year  ;  thefe,  a  ded  to  the  wind¬ 
ing  form  of  a  very  fertile  valley, 
which  terminates  in  a  lake  of  con¬ 
fide  cable  extent,  increafe  our  ve¬ 
neration  ;  in  a  word,  on  a  review 
of  fuch  a  fcene,  44  to  ab draft  the 
mind  from  all  local  emotion  would 
be  impoffible  if  it  were  endeavoured, 
and  would  be  foolifh  if  it  were 
poffible.  Whatever  withdraws  us 
from  the  power  of  our  fenfes ; 
whatever  makes  the  pall,  the  di- 
fiant,  or  the  future,  predominate 
over  the  prefent,  advances  us  in  the 
dignity  of  thinking,  beings.  Far 
from  us  and  from  our  friends  be 
fiich  frigid  philofophy  as  may  con¬ 
duct  us  indifferent  .and  unmoved 
over  any  ground  which  has  been 
dignified  by  w idiom  or  by  virtue. 
That  man  is  little  to  be  envied* 
whole  piety  will  not  grow  warmer 
as  he  treads  the  ruins  of  Glenda* 
logh !,? 
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[  In  a  Le*ter  from  the  "Rev.  Edward  Ledwich,  LL.  B.  in  the 
Appendix  to  Walker’s  Historical  Memoirs  of  the  Irish 
Bards,] 

44  T  Wifh  my  reading  or  know-  the  curious  fubjedl  which  To  laud* 
X  tedge  enabled  me  to  affifi  your  ably  engages  your  attention.  Your 
Ingenious  enquiries,  or  elucidate  patriotifiu  is  eminent  in  recovering 

from 
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from  oblivion  the  veftiges  and  frag¬ 
ments  of  our  ancient  mufical  art ; 
and  the  valuable  lpecimens  you 
Jrave  exhibited  of  it,  no  lefs  de¬ 
mon  Urate  your  tafte  and  judg¬ 
ment. 

44  In  treating  of  the  hi  dory  of  the 
church  of  Ireland  in  the  12th  cen¬ 
tury,  it  was  neceffary  to  examine 
and  refute  an  afiertion  of  St.  Ber¬ 
nard,  that  antecedent  to  the  pri¬ 
macy  of  Malachy,  we  were  igno¬ 
rant  of  pfalmody  and  church  mu  lie  : 
they  gave  rife  to  the  following  no¬ 
tices  and  conjectures. 

*4  How  plain  foever  it  may  ap¬ 
pear,  that  mufic  exiiled  in  the 
Chriitian  church  from  its  founda¬ 
tion,  yet  fome  induftry  is  requifite 
to  difeover  it  in  England  and  in 
Ireland.  Bifhop  Stillingfleet  has 
been  able  to  colledl  but  few  mufical 
traits  of  the  Gallican  or  Britifh 
offices,  as  contra-diftinguiflied  from 
the  Gregorian  or  Roman  :  the 
paucity  of  records,  and  the  bare 
hints  of  writers  forming  very  un¬ 
certain  data  from  whence  to  de¬ 
duce  pofitive  conclufions.  The 
fame  obfeurity  clouds  the  remote 
periods  of  mufical  hiftoty  in  Ire¬ 
land.  This  mult  be  ail  apology 
for  the  imperfection  of  the  hints 
now  offered  on  this  topic,  which 
however  lies  open  to  future  im¬ 
provement  from  fuperior  abilities 
and  more  extenfive  erudition. 

44  It  was  in  the  year  1134?  that 
Malachy  O’Morgan  afeended  the 
archiepifcopal  chair  of  Armagh. 
He  was  the  beloved  friend  of  St. 
Bernard,  after  whofe  deceafe,  the 
latter,  in  a  high  ftrain  of  paregyric, 
compoied  his  life.  Among  other 
particulars  there  recorded,  he  in¬ 
forms  us,  that  the  Irifii,  through 
the  primate’s  zeal,  were  brought 
to  a  conformity  with  the  Apoftolic 
Confiitutions  and  the  decrees  of  the 
fathers,  but  efpecially  with  the 


cmioms  of  the  holy  church  of 
Rome.  They  then  began  to  chaunt 
and  ling  the  canonical  hours,  as  hi 
other  places,  which  before  was  not 
done  even  in  the  metropolitical  city 
of  Armagh  ;  Malachy  had  learned 
fong  in  his  youth,  and  enjoined 
fi  aging  in  his  own  mo  nailery,  when 
as  yet  it  was  unknown,  or  not 
pradiled  in  the  city  or  diocefe. 
Thus  far  St.  Bernard, 

“  This  citation  fuggefts  two 
fads  ;  the  firff  incredible  and  cer¬ 
tainly  far  from  truth,  that  the  Irifh 
church  had  fubfifted  for  feven  hun¬ 
dred  years  without  mufic  or  pfal¬ 
mody  :  the  other  more  probable, 
that  Malachy  exerted  the  influence 
of  his  ilation  to  oblige,  the  Irifh  to 
relinquifh  their  old  ritual,  and  a- 
dopt  the  Roman  manner  of  cele^ 
brating  divine  offices.  His  efforts 
were  in  vain,  even  allowing  a  tem¬ 
porary  acquiefcence  ;  for,  in  thirty 
years  after  we  find  the  council  of 
Cafhel  decreeing  an  uniformity 
of  public  worfhip,  according  to  the 
model  of  the  Englifh  church.  The 
Irifh.  received, sVery  reludlantly,  in^ 
novations  in  dodtrine  and  difeipline; 
nor  was  it  before  their  princes 
were  expatriated  and  the  people 
reduced  to  extreme  mifery,  that 
they  embraced  foreign  fuperftition, 
and  obeyed  the  dictates  of  the  lb- 
ve  reign  pontiff. 

44  That  the  Chriftian  fathers 
adapted  their  pfalms  and  hymns  to* 
the  Greek  notation  and  inodes,  ad¬ 
mits  of  the  full  eft  proof.  Accuftom- 
ed  from  infancy  to  the  choral  fer- 
vice  of  Paganifm,  the  convert  na¬ 
turally  retained  his  former  mufical 
ideas,  but  applied  them  to  more 
fanctified  eompofitions,  and  a  purer 
objedf.-  Though  it  is  impoffible  to 
determine  of  what  kind  the  eccte- 
fiaftical  modes  were,  or  what  the 
difeipline  of  the  fingers,  I  cannot 
believe  the  whole  fervice  of  the 

primitive 
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primitive  church  was  irregular;  or 
that  the  people  fang  as  their  in¬ 
clination  led  them,  with  fearcely 
any  other  reftridtion  than  that  it 
fhould  be  to  the  praife  of  Goa. 
For  early  in  the  third  century, 
Origen  informs  us,  the  Chrifiians 
fang  in  rhyme,  that  is,  with  nice 
regard  to  the  length  and  fhortnefs 
of  the  lyllables  of  rhe  poetry,  and, 
in  good  tune  and  harmony.  The 
terms  he  ufes  are  taken  from  the 
Greek  mafic,  and  evince  that  Chnf- 
tians,  in  their  church  perform¬ 
ances,  were  fcientific  and  correct. 
The  definition  of  a  pfaim  by  Gre¬ 
gory  Nazienzen,  by  St.-  Balil  and 
Chryfofiom,  in  the  4th  century,  is 
an  additional  proof  of  what  is  ad¬ 
vanced.  I  have  infilled  on  this 
point  the  more,  in  order  to  fubveit 
the  groundlefs  afterfion  of  St.  Ber¬ 
nard  ;  and  to  demon  ft  rate,  that 
finging  made  a  part  of  the  Chriftian 
fervice,  wherever  the  gofpel  was 
eftablifhed, 

u  About  the  year  386,  pfalms 
and  hymns  were  ordered  to  be  lung 
after  the  Eaftern  manner  ;  and 
about  384,  the  Ambroiian  chant 
was  formed  of  the  Dorian,  Lydian, 
Mixolydian,  and  Phrygian  tones, 
which  were  called  authentic  modes, 
and  to  which  pope  Gregory,  in 
599,  added  four  piagal.  Weftern 
Europe  had  been  evangelized  an¬ 
tecedent  to  Gregory’s  pontificate, 
and  the  Ambroiian  chant  admitted 
into  many  principal  churches :  I 
fay  principal,  beeaufe  there  is  rea- 
fon  to  believe,  many  bifliops  and 
diocefes  prefer ved  the  Curius,  that 
is,  the  offices  and  finging  introdu¬ 
ced  by  the  fir  if  miffionaries,  and 
which  more  clofely  adhered  to  the 
Eaftern,  that  is.,  the  ancient  Greek 
mufic,  than  the  chant  of  the  ca¬ 
thedral  of  Milan.  And  this  leems 
countenanced  by  a  very  curious 
M  S.  fuppo&d  to  have  been  written 
1786. 


by  an  Iriffi  fcholar  about  901,  and 
primed  by  fir  Henry  Spelman.  In 
this  it  is  faid,  that  the  Curfus  of 
the  Scots  (for  fuch  was  the  appel¬ 
lation  of  the  Irifh  in  thofe  days) 
was  compoied  by  St.  Mark,  and 
ufed  by  St.  Gregory  Naz,  St.  Balil, 
St.  Patrick,  and  communicated  to 
the  continent  by  Columbanus.  No 
notice  is  taken  of  St.  Am b role  and 
pope  Gregory  but  juft  mentioned. 
Now,  as  the  monadic  rule  of  our 
countryman  Columbanus  has  been 
publilhed,  and  as  this  rule  made 
part  o,f  the  Irifti  Curfus,  we  lliall 
fee  how  great  a  part  of  it  was 
made  up  of  pfalmody  and  anthems, 
or  alternate  linsrinp;. 

“  The  monks  are  to  aflemble 
thrice  every  night,  and  as  often  in 
the  day,  to  pray  and  ling.  In  each 
office  of  the  day,  they  were  to  ufe 
prayers  and  ling  three  pfalms.  In 
each  office  of  the  night,  from 
Gclober  to  February,  they  are  to 
ling  thirty-fix  pfalms  and  twelve 
anthems,  at  three  feveral  times  ; 
in  the  reft  of  the  year,  twenty- 
one  pfalms  and  eight  anthems  ;  but 
on  Saturday  and  Sunday  nights, 
twenty-five  pfalms  and  twenty-five 
anthems.  Here  was  a  perpetual 
pfalmody  or  laus perennis,  like  that 
pradtifed  in  Pfalmody  Ific  in  the 
diocefe  of  Niimes.  founded  by  Cor- 
billa,  a  Syrian  monk,  about  the 
end  of  the  14th  century.  Thefe 
may  be  added  to  the  other  nume¬ 
rous  in  fiances  of  the  orientalifm 
of  our" church,  and  its  fymbolizing 
with  the  eaftern  in  moft  articles  of 
faith  and  practice,  and  which  cre¬ 
ated  fo  much  uneafinefs  to  Rome 
and  her  emiftaries  for  many  ages  ; 
the  feJud.ons  of  flattery  and  the 
thunders  of  the  Vatican  were  e- 
qually  ineffedhial  to  (hake  our 
principles  ;  tfte  mellifluous  elo¬ 
quence  of  St.  Bernard  might  ca¬ 
lumniate,  but  was  unable  to  fub- 
L  jedfc 
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]e£l-  us  to  the  domination  of  the 
Roman  fee. 

44  The  canons  aferibed  to  St. 
Patrick,  Aitxilius,  and  Hern’1  mis, 
extant  in  Corpus  Qhrifti. College, 
Cambridge,  were  -t  ran  fen-bed,  ac¬ 
cording  to  an  excellent  anfkjuary, 
in  the  icth  century  ;  Dachery  iup- 
i^)fes  they  were  made  in  the  8th, 
ami. I  have  elfewhere  {hewn  this  to- 
be  probable.  The  fecond  directs 
the  readers  to  remain  in  the  church 
m  which  they  are  appointed  to 
fipg  ;  this  feems  to  be  the  meaning, 
but;  whatever  if  is,  it  teaches  us 
that  the  reader  and  finger  had  the 
fame  office.  Many  of  our  primates, 
as  may  be  feen  in  Ware’s  Bifhops, 
and  mofl  of  our  learned  men, 
among  other  literary  difti  net  ions, 
are  called  readers.  On  this  it  is 
remarked  —  That  the  name,  left  or , 
is  more  frequently  found  among 
the  Irifh  liiftorians  than  that  of 
fa-ihe  j  neverthelc  s,  to  c-  nceal 
nothing,  fome  by  the  ancient  leribes 
underhand  writers  ; 75  —  this  throws 
no  light  on  the  lector.  By  the 
j  ^th  canon  of  the  Laodicean  coun¬ 
cil,  no  one  is  to  fing  in  the  church 
but  the  canonical  fingers,  who  arc 
to  afeend  the  deik  and  read  from 
the  book.  In  the  an  fivers  of  John, 
bifhop  of  Citri  to  Conftantine  Ca- 
bafilas,  archbifliop  of  Dyrrachium, 
we  find  the  readers  were  placed  on 
each  fide  of  the  choir,  and,  like 
the  precentor  and  kiccentor,  led 
the  chori tiers.  At  this  day  we 
read  each  verfe  of  the  pfalm  before 
it  is  fung ;  in  this  infiance  alio 
we  retained  the  ufage  of  the  Eafiern 
church.  On  the  whole,  the  evi¬ 
dence  now  produced  is  fufficient 
to  convict  St.  Bernard  of  error,  and 
vindicate  our  pr abide e  of  mufic  and 
p  fid  mo  -y. 

44  Giraldus  Cambrenfis  gives  a 
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WenJi  l  a.  count  of  tl.*e  perfeblion 
<;t  i.iih  mufic  in  the  12th  century, 
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and  Caradoc  of  Lhancarvan  agree? 
with  him.  They  confine  their 
prarfe  to  fecular  performances,  and 
fpeak  nothing  of  ecclefi'afHeal.  Such? 
excellence  was  not  atrainable  by 
any  Hidden  or  faihionable  a. p plica¬ 
tion  ;  it  mull  have  been  the  effe  A 
of  long  practice  and  habit.  Per' 
haps  the  following  obfervations 
may  elucidate  this  point. 

44  Caradoc,  without  any  of  that 
illiberal  partiality  lo  common  with 
mu  tonal  writers,  add res  us,  the 
lrifli  deviled  all  the  infiruments,. 
tunes,  and  raeafurcs  in  ule  among 
the  Weifh,  Cambrenfis  is  even  more 
copious  in  his  praife,  when  he  pe¬ 
remptorily  declares,  that  the  Irifh, 
above  any  other  nation,  is  incom¬ 
parably  Ikiiled  infymphonal  mufic. 
Such  unequivocal  teftimony  of  our 
lbperior  tafie  and  improvement  in 
the  muiical  art,  naturally  calls  for 
fome  enquiries  into  fo  curious  a 
faff,  more  efpecially  as  the  per¬ 
form,  who  deliver  it,  lived  in  a 
polifhed  age,  both  in  relpebt  of  li¬ 
terature  and  manners. 

44  The  words  of  Cambrenfis  are 
clearly  expreifive  of  attainments 
in  the  lcience  of  mufic  far  beyond 
the  mini! reify  of  Png  land  and 
France,  or  any  other  country  he 
had  travelled.  The  riehnefs  of  our 
invention  ;  the  vivacity,  beauty, 
and  variety  of  our  melodies  extort¬ 
ed  applaufe  from  him  :  1  fay  ex¬ 
torted,  beeaufe  he  takes  care  to 
inform  us,  there  was  femee  any 
thing  elfe  to  commend  among  the 

o  o 

lrifli. 

44  This  incomparable  fkiil  could 
never  be  predicated  of  unlearned, 
extemporaneous,  bardic  airs  :  it 
implies  a  knowledge  of  the  diagram, 
and  an  exabt  diviiion  of  the  har¬ 
monic  intervals  ;  a  juft  expreffion. 
of  the  tones,  and  in  the  quickeft 
movements,  an  unity  of  melody. 
Cambrenfis  obfirves  ihcfic  particu¬ 
lars 
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lars  of  our  mufic.  He  accurately 
diftinguifties  the  Irifh  and  Engiilh 
Ryles :  the  latter  was  the  diatonic 
genus;  ilow  and  made  up  of  con¬ 
cords  :  heavy  ;  the  intervals  fpa- 
clous,  as  in  ecclefiaftical  chant. 
The  former  was  the  enharmonic 
genus  ;  full  of  minute  divihons, 
with  every  diefis  marked  ;  the  fuc- 
ceftion  of  our  melodies  lively  and 
rapid  ;  our  modulations  full  and 
fweet. 

44  He  alone  who  had  the  fliarp- 
eft  faculties,  and  was  the  moll  pro¬ 
foundly  verfed  in  the  mufical  art, 
felt  ineffable  pleafure*  It  is  then 
evident,  that  all  this  tranfcendent 
excellence  in  mufic  could  be  de¬ 
rived  but  from  two  fources  ;  a  per- 
fe6t  knowledge  of  it  as  a  fcience 
and  practice.  We  are  not,  it  is 
true,  able  to  produce  our  ancient 
tablature,  or  tunes  from  M.  S.S. 
hitherto  difcovered  ;  but  as  from 
Caradoc,  it  appears  we  communi¬ 
cated  both  to  the  Welfh,  and  as 
they  exifl  in  Mr,  Morris’s  Collec¬ 
tions,  we  may  fairly  affume  them 
as  our  own,  and  derivatives  from 
this  ifle.  Thefe  collections  are 
of  the  1  2th  century,  the  very  time 
in  which  Caradoc  and  Cambrenlis 
flour iihed  *  fo  that  connecting  the 
evidence  together,  that  we  had 
mufic  in  fcore,  can  hardly  be  de¬ 
puted,  and  what  is  more  extraor¬ 
dinary,  moft  of  the  pieces  for  the 
harp  are  in  full  harmony  and  coun¬ 
terpoint. 

44  From  thefe  fads  a  miftake  of 
Cambrenlis  unfolds  itiell  to  view. 
The  Irifh,  he  informs  us,  ufed  but 
the  tabor  and  harp.  Here  then 
could  not  be  a  varied  combination 
of  founds  ;  a  multiplicity  of  parts, 
or  fuch -an  artificial  competition  as 
to  conftitute  counterpoint :  a  tingle 
melody,  and  that  confined  within 
a  fmall  coinpafs,  was  all  that  could 
be  executed.  The  Welfh,  he  tells 


us,  had  three  inffruments,  confe- 
quently  they  could  play  counter¬ 
point  ;  fo  that  Cambrenfis  muff 
have  been  ignorant  of  the  art  he 
was  deferibing,  or  extremely  in¬ 
advertent,  as  no  fuch  effects,  as  he 
fuggefts,  could  be  produced  by  fuch 
inftruments.  Nor  can  any  reafon 
be  affigned,  why  we  fhould  not 
have  an  equal  number  of  mufical 
inffruments  with  the  Welfh,  who 
confefifedly  adopted  them  from  us. 
An  omiflion  of  a  tranferiber  very 
probably  gives  rife  to  the  error. 

44  The  tenor  of  our  ecclefiaftical 
hiffory  very  explicitly  fhews  the 
propagation  of  the  gofpel  among 
us  by  Helleniflic  millioners  ;  our 
dodrine  and  difeipline  were  the 
fame  as  pradifed  in  the  primitive 
ch  u rch  d u  ring  the  fou  r  firif  cent  u  ries . 
Each  bifhop  appointed  fuch  an  or¬ 
der  for  the  celebration  of  divine  of¬ 
fices,  as  he  judged  moft  eligible  and 
belt  fuited  to  his  refpedive  diocefe. 
So  various  were  thefe  offices  in 
1090,  that  Gillebert,  bifhop  of 
Limerick,  preftes  the  Irifh  clergy 
to  adopt  the  Roman.  44  What,” 
fays  he,  44  can  be  more  indecent* 
or  fchifmatical,  than  that  a  clergy¬ 
man  who  is  very  learned  in  the  of¬ 
fices  of  one  church,  fhould  be  very 
ignorant  and  a  laic  in  thole  of  an¬ 
other  ?”  This  is  a  new  proof  that 
we  were  unacquainted  with  tha  Ro¬ 
man  fervice,  as  well  as  with  the 
Ambrofian  and  Gregorian  chant, 
and  that  we  retained  the  forms  of 
the  eaftern  church,  originally  de¬ 
livered  to  us.  Bifhop  Stillingfieet* 
as  cited  by  Dr.  Burney,  makes  the 
principal  difference  between  the  Ro¬ 
man  and  Galilean  ritual  to  confift: 
in  their  church  mufic. 

44  St.  Paul  defires  the  Ephefians 
to  fpeak  to  each  other  in  pfalms  and 
hymns  and  fpi ritual  Jongs.  He 
here  feems  to  make  fife  of  a  harfh 
expreftion  to  avoid  introducing  a 
L  2  heathen 
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heathen  term.  With  what  propri¬ 
ety  could  chriliians  be  faid  to  fpeak 
to  each  other  in  hymns,  which  ce¬ 
lebrated  the  divine  perfections  ? 
But  they  might,  as  in  the  Pagan 
Pithy ramjbics  and  Paeans,  exercife 
tliemlelves  in  the  antiphonial  fing- 
ing,  and  fucceed  or  anfwer  each  o- 
ther.  And  this  is  clearly  the  Apo- 
ftle’s  meaning. 

44  H  owever,  he  difliked  the  prac¬ 
tices  of  idolatry  ;  the  permillion  he 
here  gives  the  Epheiians,  a  gay 
and  luxurious  people,  of  tiling 
pl'alms,  hymns,  and  odes,  was  ab- 
iolutely  neceflary  for  keeping  new 
converts  in  the  faith  :  they  could 
not  ealily  forget  the  raptures  of 
their  fedal  and  choral  hymns ;  and 
it  is  probable  the  apoltles,  and  their 
difcipies,  formed  fpiritual  fongs,  on 
their  model,  in  various  metres  and 
melodies :  at  lead,  the  early  fathers 
of  the  church,  as  Clemens  of  A- 
lexandria,  Eufebius,  Chryfodom, 
Balil,  and  Gregory  Nazienzen  did 
fo.  Some  of  their  imitations  are 
poetical ;  but  no  merit  of  this  kind 
could  compenfate  a  Grecian  ear  for 
the  negligent,  injudicious,  and  of- 
fenfive  ufe  of  improper  meafures, 
with  which  the  chritlian  compoli- 
tions  abounded.  Dionylius  Halii- 
carnadaeus,  in  his  beautiful  treatife 
lad  cited,  gives  indances  of  the 
mod  favourite  performers  being 
hiffed  on  the  ftage,  for  the  fmalled 
want  of  rytllm  or  accent  ;  ftich 
were  the  delicacy  of  Grecian  or¬ 
gans,  and  the  cone&nefs  of  Gre¬ 
cian  tade. 

44  The  more  zealous  catholics 
digeded  thefe  in  lipid  productions  ; 
but  the  public  were  very  far  from 
acquiefcing  in  fuch  unlearned  and 
barbarous  poetry  and  mulic.  Sr. 
Balil  complains  that  his  flock  ne¬ 
glected  his  plaints  and  hymns  for 
their  old  Pagan  fongs.  The  Ar¬ 
rians,  Apollinarians,  and  other  he- 
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reties  taking  advantage  of  the  po¬ 
pular  difgud  formed  poems  in  the 
true  Greek  dyle,  and  in  captivating 
melodies ;  the  union  and  charms  of 
harmony  and  verfe  were  too  pow¬ 
erful  for  orthodoxy  ;  the  number  of 
feCtaries  foon  exceeded  that  of  true 
believers.  The  church  beheld  this 
triumph  with  terror  and  amaze¬ 
ment,  flie  faw  her  danger  and  en¬ 
deavoured  to  avert  it.  She  reform¬ 
ed  her  hymns,  and  embraced  the 
Greek  modes  ;  nor  was  John,  the 
cecumenic  bifliop  of  Conllantinople, 
afhamed  to  urge  his  people  to  imi¬ 
tate  the  Arrian  compolitions.  Gil- 
das  and  Bede  agree,  that  Britain 
was  infeded  with  Arianifm,  and  St. 
Jerom  complains,  that  the  chrilli- 
an  world  groaned  under  this  herefy. 

44  Theie  notices,  hitherto  uncon¬ 
nected,  may  perhaps  throw  fome 
light  on  the  peculiar  dyle  of  our 
ancient  mulic.  We  received  the 
knowledge  of  the  gofpel  about  the 
end  of  the  ^.th  century,  and  with 
it  the  Greek  or  eadern  harmony, 
then  univerfally  in  ufe.  From  an 
expreffion  of  St.  Auftin,  it  is  evi¬ 
dent,  the  enharmonic  genus  was 
then  adopted  and  cultivated,  as  it 
alone  -was  calculated  to  exhilarate 
the  fpirits,  revive  plealing  hopes, 
and  banifli  melancholy  and  defpair  y 
nor  can  there  be  any  doubt  but  our 
primitive  miffioners  firffc  conciliated 

the  affections  of  their  hearers  by 

* 

harmony,  before  they  opened  to 
them  the  doCtrine  of  redemption. 
Brde  makes  Augudine  approach 
Ethelbert  and  his  court,  finging  li-. 
tanies. 

44  Beforethe  Ambrolian  and  Gre¬ 
gorian  chants  were  generally  intro¬ 
duced,  we  were  grown  drong  in  re¬ 
ligion  and  learning,  and  for  a  long 
time  drangers  to,  as  well  as  averfe 
from  Romifh  innovations.  We  had 
an  independent  hierarchy,  which 
neither  in  900  nor  in  1090,  as  has 
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been  feen,  yielded  fubjeChon  to  St. 
Ambrofe  or  pope  Gregory ;  it 
therefore  was  not  poffible  for  us  to 
have  any  other  mulic  but  on  the 
Greek  model,  the  character  of  which, 
as  may  be  coile&ed  from  St.  Auflin 
and  Cambrenfis,  was  enharmonic. 

“  The  date  of  focicty  here  at 
our  converfion  ;  a  precife  and  en¬ 
ergetic  language  ;  the  paucity  of  our 
inllruments,  and  the  admirable  ef¬ 
fects  of  our  harmony,  clearly  point 
out  the  Ample  ftyle  of  our  melodies ; 
how  exactly  they  coincided  with  the 
Greek  ;  how  well  adapted  to  delight 
our  national  vivacity  and  amufe  our 
indolence.  Topics  t&efe,  capable 
of  much  curious  and  entertaining 
amplification,  but  exceeding  the  li¬ 
mits  of  this  epiftie,  and  fuperfluous 
to  fo  excellent  a  mailer  of  this  fub- 
jeel. 

u  As  the  feeds  of  chriftianity 
and  learning  were  coeval  in  this 
Idle,  notwithftanding  the  vain  and 
groundlefs  pretentions  of  fome  an¬ 
tiquaries,  fo  they  found  a  foil 
wherein  they  vegetated  with  un¬ 
common  flrength  and  rapidity :  mo¬ 
nadic  foundations,  the  tchools  of 
literature  in  thofe  ages,  greatly 
multiplied,  and  letters  foon  fiou- 
rifhed  in  every  corner.  I  have  elfe- 
where  alledged  many  circumftances 
to  induce  a  belief  that  the  Greek 
language  was  particulacly  cultivat¬ 
ed  in  thofe  feminaries,  and  1  have 
already  produced  an  inftance  or 
two  of  natives  eminently  fkilied  in 
it.  Can  it  then  feem  iir.mge  that 
we  ihould  have  the  mufical  diagram 
of  the  Greeks,  or  that  we  pradlif- 
ed  fcientifically  their  bed  melodies  ? 
This  notation,  it  is  true,  appears 
corrupted  in  Mr.  Morris’s  M.  S,  S. 


but  it  invincibly  demon ftrafes  that 
the  Welfli  had  a  notation,  and  that 
it  mull  have  exifted  previoudy  a- 
mong  theTrifh.  The  Northum¬ 
brians  and  Albanian  Scots,  both 
converted  by  the  Irifh,  excelled  in 
harmony. 

“  The  Englifii  mufic  on  the  con¬ 
trary,  was  of  the  diatonic  genus. 
It  was  the  policy  of  the  church  of 
Rome,  from  the  firft  entrance  of 
her  miliionaries  into  Britain,  to  de¬ 
cry  and  depreciate  the  ancient  rites 
and  ceremonies  of  the  natives,  and 
to  exalt  the  efficacy  and  perfection 
of  her  own.  Arguments,  however, 
were  in  vain,  power  foon  decided 
the  controverfy  in  favour  of  the 
latter.  We  are  informed  by  Bede, 
that  James,  the  deacon,  inftrudled 
the  clergy  of  York  in  finging  after 
the  Roman  manner,  as  Stephen  did 
the  northern  eccleliaftics.  Pope 
Agatho  thought  the  eftablifhment 
ot  the  Gregorian  chant  fo  import¬ 
ant  an  affair,  that  he  fent  John,  his 
precentor,  hither  for  that  purpofe. 
Thefe  efforts  of  the  papal  fee,  fe- 
conded  by  the  favour  of  the  Bri- 
tifli  princes,  foon  extinguifhed  eve¬ 
ry  fpark  of  our  ancient  mufic,  and 
confirmed  the  flow,  fpacious,  and 
unifonous  melody  of  plain  fong. 
The  perpetual  ufe  of  it  to  both 
clergy  and  laity  was  fecured  by  ca¬ 
nons,  and  when  it  became  a  com¬ 
mutation  for  fins  and  falling  the 
praClice  ot  it  mull  have  been  uni- 
verfiil.  ’Tis  then  no  wonder  that 
the  tafie  of  the  nation  accommo¬ 
dated  itfelf  to  this  chant ;  a  dull 
and  heavy  modulation  fucceeded, 
well  fitted  to  a  flate  of  fpiritual 
thraldom,  and  to  exprefs  the  dif- 
mal  tales  of  mmftrejfy.”’ 
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[From  FI  ami  l  ton’s  Letters  concerning  the  Northern  Coaft  of  the 

County  of  Antrim.J 


'\7'OU  would  hardly  believe 
jf_  how  little  remains  of  Infix 
hiftory,  language  or  cu Horns,  are  to 
be  traced  in  this  part  of  the  coun¬ 
try  :  the  revolutions  which  it  has 
undergone,  in  confequence  of  for¬ 
feitures  to  t  he  Englifh,  and  the  en¬ 
croachments  of  the  Scots,  have  o- 
verturned  every  remnant  of  its  ori¬ 
ginal  hate. 

“  During  the  time  that  the  Eng- 
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lifli  were  endeavouring  to  extend 
their  pale,  in  every  diredlion  from 
the  metropolis  of  the  kingdom,  o- 
ver  a  defperate  but  difunitrd  ene¬ 
my?  the  Scottish  clan  of  M ‘Do¬ 
nalds,  who  by  an  intermarriage  had 
got  footing  in  Ireland,  began  their 
ravages  on  the  northern  coall  of 
Antrim  ;  and  by  the  powerful  flip- 
port  which  they  received  from  Can- 
tire,  and  the  we  hern  ihes  of  Scot¬ 
land,  eftubliftied  their  dominion  o- 
ver  a  tradl  of  country  near  forty 
miles  in  length. 

“  As  the  people  of  thofe  days  ge¬ 
nerally  followed  the  fortune  of  their 
chief,  the  greater  part  of  the  na¬ 
tive  Irilh  who  furvived  thefe  bloody 
feenes,  tranfplanted  themfclves  ellc- 
where  ;  while  the  Scots-  remained 
peaceable  poffeffors  of  the  field.- — 
Hence  the  old  traditions  and  cuf- 
torns  of  the  country  were  entirely 
loft  ;  and  the  few  who  fpeak  the 
Celtic  language  at  all,  ufe  a  kind 
<qf  ijnxed  dialed!,  called  here  Scofch- 
Jrtfh ,  which  is  but  imperfedlly  un- 
derftood  by  the  natives  of  either 
country. 

“  The  prefent  pofieflors  are  in 
general  an  induftrious  thrifty  race 
bf  people.  They  have  a  great  deal 


of  fubftantial  civility,  without  much 
courtefy  to  relieve  it,  and  fet  it  oft 
to  the  beft  advantage. — -The  hold 
ideas  of  rights  and  privileges,  which 
feem  infeparable  from  their  prefby- 
teiian  church,  renders  them  apt  to 
be  ungracious  and  litigious  in  their 
dealings. — On  the  whole,  the  mid¬ 
dling  and  lower  ranks  of  people  in 
this  quarter  of  the  kingdom  are  a 
valuable  part  of  the  community  ; 
but  one  mull  eflimate  their  worth 
as  a  miner  often  does  his  ore,  rather 
by  its  weight  than  its  fplendor. 

“  There  are  three  or  four  old  caf- 
tles  along,  the  coaft,  fituated  in 
places  extremely  difficult  of  accefs, 
but  their  early  hiftories  are  for  the 
greater  part  loft,- — The  moft  re¬ 
markable  of  thefe  is  the  callle  of 
Dunluce,  which  is  at  prefent  in  the 
poifellion  of  the  Antrim  family. 
It  is  fituated  in  a  lingular  manner 
on  an  ifolated  abrupt  rock,  which 
projects  into  the  fea,  and  feems  as 
it  were  Tplit  off  from  the  terra  fir- 
rna.  Over  the  intermediate  chafm 
lies  the  only  approach  to  the  callle, 
along  a  narrow  wall,  which  has  been 
built  fomewhat  like  a  bridge,  from 
the  rock  to  the  adjoining  land ; 
gnd  this  eircumfiance  muff  have 
rendered  it  almoft  impregnable  be¬ 
fore  the  invemion  of  artillery.  It 
appears,  however,  that  there  was 
originally  another  narrow  wall, 
which  ran  acrols  the  chafm  parallel 
to  the  former,  and  that  by  laying 
boards  over  thefe  an  eafy  paffage 
might  occalionally  be  made  for  the 
benefit  of  the  garrifon. 

“  The  walls  of  this  caftle  are 
built  of  columnar  bafaltes,  many 
*  '  ’  ‘  joints 
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joints  of  which  are  placed  in  fuch 
•a  manner  as  to  fliew  their  polygon 
lediions  ;  and  in  one  of  the  win¬ 
dows  of  the  north  fide,  the  archi¬ 
tect  has  contrived  to  fjplay  off  the 
•wall  neatly  enough,  by  making  y  fe 
of  the  joints  of  a  pillar  whole  an¬ 
gle  was  fufficiently  obtufe  to  iuit 
his  purpofe. 

44  The  original  lord  of  this  -eaftie 
and  its  territories,  was  an  Irith  chief, 
called  Me  Quillan,  of  whom  little 
-is  known,  except  that,  like  moil:  of 
his  countrymen,  he  was  hofpitable, 
■brave,  and  improvident ;  unwarily 
allowing  the  Seats  to  grow7  in 
It r eng th,  until  they  contrived  to 
beat  him  out  of  all  his  pofieffions. 

44  In  the  eourfe  of  my  expedi¬ 
tions  through  this  country,  1  met 
with  an  old  man uteri  pt  account  of 
the  fert lenient  of  the  Scotch  here, 
of  whxh  I  thall  give  you  a  fhort 
extract.  It  will  ferv-e  in  good  mea- 
fure  to  thew  the  barbarous  fiate  of 
the  inhabitants  in  the  lixteenth  cen¬ 
tury,  and  the  manner  in  which  pro¬ 
perly  was  fo  readily  transferred 
from  one  matter  to  another. 

“  The  manufeript  is  in  the  hands 
of  the  Me  Donalds,  and  thereto! e 
mod  likely  (peaks  rather  in  their 
favour. 

“About  the  year  1580,  Coll. 
Me.  Donald  came  with  a  parcel  of 
men,  from  Cantire,  to  Ireland,  to 
affill  Tyrconnell  again rt  great  CL 
Neal,  with  whom  he  was  then  at 
war, 

44  In  palling  through  the  Root 
of  the  county  of  Antrim,  he  was 
civilly  received,  and  hoi  pit  ably  en¬ 
tertained,  by  Me.  Quill  an,  who  was 
then  lord  and  matter  of  the  Root. 

44  At  th  it  time  there  was  a  war 
between  Me,  Quillan  and  the  men 
beyond  the  river  Bann,  for  the  cui- 
tom  of  this  people  was,  to  rob  from 
every  one,  and  the  firongelt  party 
carried  it,  be  it  right  or  wyong. 


“  On  the  day  when  Coll.  Me, 
Donald  was  taking  his  departure  to 
proceed  on  h  s  journey  to  Tyrcon¬ 
nell,  Me.  Quillan,  who  was  not 
equal  in  war  to  his  favage  neigh¬ 
bours,  .called  together  his  militia  or 
gallogloghs,  to  revenge  his  affronts 
over  the  Bann  ;  and  Me.  Donald 
thinking  it  uncivil  not  to  offer  his 
fervice  that  day,  to  Me.  Quillan, 
after  having  been  fo  kindly  treated. 
Cent  one  of  his  gentlemen  with  an 
offer  of  his  fervice  in  the  field. 

44  Me.  Quillan  was  right  veil 
plea  fed  with  the  offer,  and  declared 
k  to  be  a  perpetual  obligation  on 
him  and  his  pgllerity.  So  Me. 
Quillan  and  the  highlanders  went 
againfi  the  enemy,  and  where  there 
was  a  cow  taken  from  Me.  Quilian’s 
people  before,  there  were  two  re? 
flored  back  :  after  which  Me.  Quil¬ 
lan  and  Coll.  Me.  Donald  returned 
back  with  a  great  prey,  and  without 
the  lots  of  a  man. 

44  Winter  then  drawing  nigh,  FdTc* 

O  v_> 

Quillan.  gave  Coll.  Me.  Donald  an 
invitation  to  flay  with  him  at  his 
cattle,  advifing  him  -to  fettle  him* 
felf  until  the  fpring,  and  to  quar¬ 
ter  his  men  up  and  down  the  Boot. 
This  Coll.  Me.  Donald  gladly  ac¬ 
cepted  ;  and  in  the  mean  tinqe  in¬ 
duced  Me.  Quilian’s  daughter,  and 
privately  married  her  ;  on  which 
ground  the  Scots  afterward  found* 
ed  their  claim  to  Me.  Quilian’s  ter¬ 
ritories. 

44  The  men  were  quartered  two 
and  two  through  the  Root,  that  is 
to  fay,  one  of  Me.  Quiilan’s  gal- 
logjoghs  and  a  highlander  in -every 
tenant’s  houfe. 

4‘  It  fo  happened  that  the  gnl- 
loglogh,  according  to  cuttom,  be¬ 
tides  his  ordinary,  was  entitled  to  a 
meather  of  milk,  as  a  privilege. — ■ 
This  the  highlanders  efieemed  to 
be  a  great  affront ;  and  at  lull  one 
of  them  atked  his  landlord,  -  “Why 

L  4  do 


[i 68]  FIRST  SETTLEMENT  o 

do  you  not  give  me  milk  as  you 
give  to  the  other?” — The  gallog¬ 
logh  immediately  made  anlwer, 

“  Would  you,  ci  highland  beggar 
as  you  are,  compare  yourfelf  to 
me,  or  any  of  Me.  Quillan’s  gal- 
logloghs  r” 

“  The  poor  honed:  tenant,  (who 
was  heartily  weary  of  them  both) 
faid,  “  Pray,  gentlemen,  I’ll  open 
the  two  doors,  and  you  may  go  and 
fip-ht  it  out  in  the  fair  fields,  and  he 
that  has  the  victory  let  him  take 
milk  and  all  to  himfelf.” 

tc  The  combat  ended  in  the  death 
of  the  galloglogh  ;  after  which, 
(as  my  manuscript  fays)  the  high¬ 
lander  came  in  again  and  dined 
heartily. 

44  Me.  Quillan’s  galloglcghs  im¬ 
mediately  alTembled  to  demand  fa- 
tis  faction  •  and  in  a  council  which 
was  held,  where  the  conduft  of  the 
Scots  was  debated,  their  great  and 
dangerous  power,  and  the  cifgrace 
ariiing  from  (he  fe dud  ion  of  Me. 
Quillan’s  daughter,  it  was  agreed 
that  each  galloglogh  ihould  kill  his 
comrade  highlander  by  night,  and 
their  lord  and  mailer  with  them  ; 
but  Coll.  Me.  Donald’s  wife  difeo- 
vered  the  plot,  and  told  it  to  her 
hufband — So  the  highlanders  bed 
in  the  night  time,  and  efcaped  to 
the  illand  of  Raghery. 

44  From  this  beginning,  the  Me. 
Donalds  and  Me.  Quillans  entered 
on  a  war,  and  continued  to  worry 
each  other  for  half  a  century,  till 
the  Englilh  power  became  fo  fupe- 
rior  in  Ireland,  that  both  parties 
made  an  appeal  to  James  the  Firll, 
who  had  juft  then  afe ended  the 
throne  of  England. 

44  James  had  a  predile£fion  for 
his  Scotch  countrymen  the  Me. 
Donald,  to  whom  he  made  over  by 
patent  four  great  baronies,  includ¬ 
ing,  along  with  other  lands,  all  poor 
Me.  Quillan’s  polfeffions,  Eow- 
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ever  to  fave  fome  appearance  of 
juffice,  he  gave  to  Me.  Quiilan  a 
grant  of  the  great  barony  of  Enlfh- 
owen,  the  old  territory  of  O’Dogh- 
erty,  and  fent  to  him  an  account 
of  the  whole  decihon  by  iir  John 
Chichefler. 

u  Me.  Quiilan  was  extremely 
mortified  at  his  ill  fuccefs,  mid  verv 
difconfolate  at  the  difficulties  which 
attended  the  tranfporting  his  poor 
people  over  the  river  Bann,  and  the 
Lough  Fo\le,  which  lay  between 
him  and  his  new  territory.  The 
crafty  Englifhman,  taking  advan¬ 
tage  of  his  dotation,  by  an  offer  of 
fome  lands  which  lay  nearer  his 
old  dominions,  perluaded  him  to 
cede  his  title  to  the  barony  of  E- 
nifhowen.  And  thus  the  Chichef- 
ters,  who  afterwards  obtained  the 
title  of  Earls  of  Donegal,  became 
poiicfSed  of  this  great  efhite  ;  and 
honed;  Me.  Quiilan  fettled  himfelf 
in  one  far  inferior  to  Enifhowen. 

44  One  llory  more  (fays  the  ma¬ 
nufeript)  of  Me.  Quiilan— The 
edate  he  got  in  exchange  for  the 
barony  of  Enifhowen  was  called 
Clanreaghurkie,  which  wTas  far  in¬ 
adequate  to  fupport  (he  old  hofpi- 
tality  of  the  Me.  Quillans.  Bury 
Oge  Me.  Quiilan  fold  this  land  to 
one  of  Chicheffer’s  relations,  and 
having  got  his  new  granted  edate 
into  oik  bag,  was  very  generous 
and  hofpi table  as  long  as  the  bag 
laded.  And  fo  (continues  the  ma- 
nufeript)  was  the  worthy  Me.  Quil- 
lan  foon  extinguifhed. 

44  I  fhould  not  have  obtruded  the 
account  of  the  downfal  of  this  Irifh 
chief,  but  that  it  affords  fo  good  a 
reafon  for  the  utter  obliteration  of 
every  ancient  record  and  monument 
in  this  part  of  the  country  ;  and 
will  plead  my  excufe  for  not  adding 
jfomewhat  to  our  cplle&ion  of  Irifh 
antiquities. 


MIS- 
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LETTERS  on  the  BREEDING  and  TREATMENT 

of  SILK  WORMS. 

[From  the  Transactions  of  the  Society  for  the  Encouragement  of 

Arts,  Manufactures,  and  Commerce.] 

February  i,  1785,  the  Silver  Medal  was  voted  to  Mifs  Henrietta 
Rhodes,  of  Cann  Hall,  near  Bridgnorth,  for  her  Sedulous  Attention  to 
and  judicious  Obfervations  on  the  breeding  and  treating  of  Silk  Worms, 
as  communicated  in  the  firft  of  the  following  Letters;  and  the  Thanks 
of  the  Society  were  given  to  her  for  her  fecond  Letter  on  the  fame 
Subject,  in  which  is  contained  an  Account  of  the  Succefs  of  her 


Experiments  during  the  following 

ii  IN  add  refling  this  letter  to  you 
with  the  inclofed  hank  of  lilk, 

I  believe  I  deviate  from  the  mode 
which  your  infiitution  prefcribes, 
to  thofe  who  become  claimants  for 
the  honorary  rewards  which  are  fo 
nobly  dill  rib u ted  to  genius  and  in¬ 
dustry  ;  but  my  attempts  have  fall¬ 
en  fb  fliort  of  what  is  required  by 
the  fociety,  that  I  dare  not  appear 
before  them  under  any  of  thofe 
forms  which  would  indicate  my 
pretenfions  to  be  unequivocal :  fuch 
liowever  is  the  idea  I  have  formed 
of  their  liberal  propenfity  to  pa¬ 
tronize  the  efforts  of  preferring 
ingenuity  and  laudable  ambition, 
that  if  I  fhall  be  found  to  have  fuc- 
eeeded  better  than  any  one  elfe  ; 
if  the  fpecimen  of  lilk  1  produce,  is 
(and  I  have  been  fo  told  by  many 
good  judges)  fuperior  to  any  that 
has  yet  been  manufactured  in  Eng¬ 
land,  and  equal  to  that  which 
comes  from  Italy  :  and  if  I  can 
pro\e  that  it  is  impoffible  for  lo 
large  a  quantity  as  five  pounds  to 
be  procured  in  one  year,  until 
plantations  of  mulberry  trees  have 
actually  been  made,  I  flatter  myfelf 
that  I  {hall  not  remain  undiftin- 
gui  filed. 


Summer. 

u  I  will  begin  from  the  period  in 
which  I  firft  took  to  feed  filk  worms, 
as  it  will  ferve  to  {hew  their  pro¬ 
digious  and  rapid  increafe.  In  the 
fummer  of  the  year  1782,  a  do¬ 
zen  and  half  of  lilk  worms  were 
fent  me  by  a  friend  who  refided  at 
a  diftance  ;  I  was  then  totally  ig¬ 
norant  of  the  method  of  treating- 
them,  but  I  preferred  them  in 
health,  and  they  produced  me  a 
great  number  of  eggs. 

44  In  the  May  following,  (1783), 
I  found  my  flock  inereatedto  about 
thirteen  hundred,  and  I  was  fo 
fortunate  as  to  lofe  very  few  dur¬ 
ing  the  whole  time  of  feeding  ; 
for  I  had  twelve  hundred  and  fe- 
yenty  very  fine  cones,  and  they 
produced  me  near  four  ounces 
of  lilk.  I  preferved  all  the  eggs 
from  thefe,  and  on  the  12th  of  lad 
May,  placed  them  in  the  fun,  they 
were  hatched  in  incredible  num¬ 
bers  ;  and  by  the  mofl  accurate 
calculation,  I  was  mill  refs  or  more 
than  ten  thoufand  ;  I  fed  them  with 
lettuce  leaves,  for  the  firfl  week, 
and  then  from  three  or  four  mul¬ 
berry  trees,  which  grew  in  feme 
adjacent  gardens.  However,  as 
they  grew  larger,  they  became  fo 

extremely 
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extremely  voracious,  that  I  felt  the 
in  oft  mortifying  apprehenfions  left 
a  Famine  Ihould  enfue  ;  and  my 
eompaffion  for  the  induftrious  little 
animals  who  depended  on  me  folely 
for  their  daily  food  and  fupport, 
was  fo  abundantly  excited,  that  the 
prefervation  of  their  lives  became 
ari  interefting  objeCt  independent 
of  the  advantages  I  had  proposed 
to  myfelf.  I  fought  after  mul¬ 
berry  trees  with  an  anxiety  I  can¬ 
not  defcribe,  and  the  difcovery  of  a 
new  one  was  a  real  acquilition.  At 
length  my  refources  were  augment¬ 
ed  to  the  number  of  twelve  trees, 
though  fome  of  them  were  at  the 
diftance  of  ten  miles  from  me.  To 
thefe  the  kindnefs  of  many  friends 
enabled  me  to  fend  every  day,  and 
the  frequency  of  my  vifits,  were 
vilibly  difplayed  on  ail  the  trees  ; 
of  the  truth  of  this  you  will  judge, 
fir,  when  I  inform  you  that  a 
bufhel  of  leaves  crammed  in  as  clofe 
as  poffible,  would  frequently  be  in- 
fufficient  to  fupport  them  one  day. 

<c  Towards  the  latter  end  of  June, 
they  had  attained  their  full  growth, 
when  an  unexpected  circumftance, 
checked  my  ambitious  hopes,  (for 
until  then  I  had  certainly  enter¬ 
tained  the  extravagant  idea  that  I 
might  poffibly  gain  the  golden 
fleece,  which  would  intitle  me  to 
the  envied  prize)  and  deprived  me 
of  thoulands  of  my  infeCts.  You 
will  perhaps  recolleCt  a  moft  awful 
and  tremendous  thunder  form, 
which  happened  about  this  period, 
in  the  night,  and  which  fpread  a 
general  alarm  throughout  England, 
On  vifiting  my'  manufactory  early 
the  next  morning,  I  found  that  the 
lightning  had  ftruck  feveral  of  the 
pans  ;  for  I  cannot  believe  that  the 
noife  of  the  thunder  could  ocCa- 
fiion  filch  appearances.  A  large 
pan  immediately  oppofite  to  the 
window',  containing  about  five  hun¬ 
dred  filk  worms,  was  full  of  a 


liquor  as  yellow  as  gold,  and  all 
the  little  animals  who  had  been  its 
inhabitants,  were  dead,  and  as  ap¬ 
parently  fcorched  up,  as  if  they 
had  undergone  the  operation  of 
lire  ;  while  others  of  the  pans,  had 
been  only  partially  affeCted.  I  re¬ 
moved  all  the  dead,  but  my  mis¬ 
fortune  did  not  end  there,  for  three 
iucceeding  days  prefented  me  with 
fuch  numbers  who  had  equally  felt 
the  baneful  effeCts  of  the  lightning, 
that  my  immenfe  ftock  was  reduced 
to  two  thoufand  eight  hundred  and 
ninety  three  :  thefe  were  exceed¬ 
ingly  fine  and  healthy,  and  they 
began  fpinning  on  the  7th  of  july. 

During  all  this  time,  they 
had  had  no  other  attendant  than 
myfelf,  except  when  the  pans  were 
to  be  cleaned,  which,  was  about 
once  a  week,  and  in  that  office  I 
was  affifted  bv  a  fervant.  1  fed 
them  three  times  a  day  with  leaves 
which  had  been  gathered  in  the 
morning,  and  they  took  up  fo  final! 
a  portion  of  my  time,  that  neither 
my  amufements,  or  any  other  avo¬ 
cations,  were  interrupted  by  it. 

u  By  means  of  a  fmall  and  very 
fimple  machine,  which  I  invented 
1  for  the  purpofe  of  winding  the  filk, 

I  wras  enabled  to  get  through  that 
talk  very  expeditioufly.  I  leleCfed 
two  hundred  and  fifty  of  the  large  ft 
cones,  and  from  them  I  wound  the 
fkean  which  I  have  fent  vou  ;  its 
weight  is  three  quarters  of  an 
ounce  and  one  drachm  :  however, 
upon  an  average,  I  find  that  three 
hundred  and  fixty  cones  produce 
an  ounce  ;  for  bom  the  two  thou- 
iand  eight  hundred  and  ninety- 
three,  I  had  exaCtly  half  a  pound 
ol  filk  :  the  whole  is  precifely  of 
the  fame  colour,  texture,  and 
height  of  gum  with  the  inclofed. 

“  Of  the  wafte  filk  wi'h  which 
the  cones  are  furrounded,  I  had 
fomewhat  more  than  a  quarter  of  a 
pound,  and  l  fent  it  fome  months 
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ago  to  Nottingham,  to  be  carded 
and  wove  into  dockings.  It  was 
my  defign  to  have  lent  thofe  dock¬ 
ings  alfo,  for  the  infpe6tion  of  the 
fociety,  but  the  manufacturer  has 
not  yet  returned  them  to  me. 

44  1  am  determined  to  perfevere 
until  I  have  procured  a  lufficient 
quantity  to  make  a  piece  of  lilk  ; 
but  the  difficulty  which  attends 
the  meeting  with  food,  and  the 
unplealant  circumflance  of  being 
fo  very  troublefome  to  one’s  friends, 
renders  it  neceflary  for  me  to  pro¬ 
ceed  by  a  Ilower  progrefs  than  I 
had  hoped  for. 

44  From  the  recital  I  have  given, 
it  will  appear  very  obvious,  that 
a  number  not  lefs  than  thirty 
thoufand  muft  be  fed  to  obtain  fh  e 
pounds  of  lilk  ;  and  that  the  leaves 
of  twelve  large  mulberry  trees, 
(allowing  that  they  were  not  ab- 
folutely  dripped)  were  lcarcely 
found  adequate  to  the  fupport  of 
ten  thoufand. 

44  The  eafe  and  fuccefs  with 
which  I  managed  my  manufactory, 
will,  1  think,  make  it  .equally  ap¬ 
parent,  that  if  it  be  podible  by  any 
means  to  flimulate  the  fpirit  of 
making  mulberry  plantations,  that 
the  whole  difficulty  is  overcome. 

44  The  expence  of  eredling  a  place 
for  them  would  be  very  trifling, 
and  from  the  little  trouble  I  myfelf 
experienced  in  the  management  of 
my  ten  thoufand,  I  am  of  opinion 
that  two  perfons  would  hefufficient 
to  take  care  of  a  whole  manufac¬ 
tory,  until  they  begin  to  fpin.  The 
period  they  lived  with  me  was 
about  fix  weeks.  The  calamity 
mine  fuffered  from  lightning,  is  not 
to  be  adduced  againd  me,  that  was 
certainly  no  common  occurrence  ; 
and  if  it  were,  might  be  guarded 
againd,  as  mine  were  in  an  expofed 
fit  nation. 

44  Amidlt  the  fcarcity  of  food, 


which  threatened  me,  I  tried  mod 
of  the  did'erent  leaves  to  be  found 
in  a  large  kitchen  garden,  but  the 
fllk  worm  would  eat  none,  except 
lettuce  and  fpinnage  ;  and  thsy  pe- 
rifh  even  on  thofe  in  a  very  fliort 
time,  owing,  as  I  imagine,  to  their 
moidure  and  coldnefs, 

44  The  criterion  to  judge  of  the 
goodnefs  of  lilk  is,  I  have  been 
told,  by  the  height  of  the  gum  ; 
that  mine  more  than  vies  with  the 
Italian  fllk,  in  this  refpedt  I  thus 
account  for:  in  their  climate,  the 
chryfalis  foon  comes  to  life,  and  it 
is  neceflary  to  defiroy  them,  left 
by  eating  their  way  our,  they  fnould 
injure  the  fllk*  and  to  effebt  this, 
they  are  placed  in  heated  ovens  : 
in  ours,  where  every  progreffion 
is  flower,  there  is  lufficient  time 
to  wind  off  the  fllk,  without  killing 
the  chryfalis.  -I  frequently  wound 
the  cones  out  of  boiling  water,  pla¬ 
cing  them  afterwards  on  dry  paper, 
and  always  found  that  the  chryfa¬ 
lis  came  to  life  again,  at  its  proper 
time, 

44  If  therefore  the  chryfalis 
could  bear  fo  great  a  degree  of  heat 
as  boiling  water,  it  is  obvious  that 
the  warmth  of  the  ovens,  and  the 
length  of  time  neceflary  to  keep 
them  there,  mud  gieatly  injure 
the  ftrength  and  glofly  hue  of  the 
fllk.  But  this  is  not  all,  for  in 
Italy  they  fufler  the  moth  to  eat 
its  way  out  of  the  larged  cones,  in 
order  to  have  eggs  from  the  mod; 
healthy,  and  thereby  lole  all  the 
dlk  in  thofe  cones.  Here  the  fllk 
may  be  gathered  as  well  as  the  moth 
preserved  ;  and  thus  do  we  pofl'efs 
two  linking  advantages,  which  am¬ 
ply  compenlate  for  the  lofs  of  many 
others.  Upon  the  whole  I  am  de¬ 
cidedly  of  opinion,  that  this  great 
article  of  commerce,  which  ufe  and 
luxury  have  rendered  fo  eflent’al 
to  our  comforts  and  conveniencies,, 

and 
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and  for  which  fuch  immenfe  fums 
are  annually  lent  into  other  na¬ 
tions,  may  be  culivated  at  home 
with  the  greated  eafe,  and  with  the 
ut moll  certainty  of  fuccefs. 

44  You  will  conceive,  lir,  that  I 
mull  feel  a  degree  of  anxiety  to 
learn  whether  I  am  honoured  with 
any  attention  from  the  fociety  ;  and 
on  your  politeneis  I  prefume  to 
rely  for  that  information. 

I  remain,  Sir, 

Your  humble  fervant, 
Henrietta  Rhodes. 
Bridgnorth ,  Dec. 

22,  1784. 

ct  Sir, 

64  THE  marks  of  approbation 
Which  the  fociety  honoured  me 
with  lafh  year,  together  with  your 
polite  willies  to  hear  from  me  again, 
have  determined  me  to  communi¬ 
cate  the  fuccefs  which  has  attended 
my  management  of  lilk  worms  this 
iui  timer. 

44  I  think  I  mentioned  in  my 
laid  letter  that  the  difficulties  I  had 
encountered  in  procuring  mulberry 
leaves,  had  fo  far  checked  the  ar¬ 
dour  of  my  ambition,  that  I  fhould 
greatly  limit  the  extent  of  my  ma¬ 
nufactory  another  feafon  ;  I  accord¬ 
ingly  prefer ved  only  one  flieet  of 
writing  paper  covered  with  eggs  ; 
and  in  order  that  the  worms  might 
htive  the  advantage  of  the  hottell 
fummer  months,  thele  eggs  were 
not  expofcd  to  the  fun  until  the 
morning  of  the  fil'd  of  June  ;  before 
night,  feme  hundreds  were  hatch¬ 
ed,  and  in  a  day  or  two  the  whole 
made  their  appearance.  Having 
convinced  myfelf  by  repeated  ex¬ 
periments,  that  the  lettuce  was  the 
only  food  which  could  be  relied 
upon  next  to  the  mulberry,  I  had 
caufed  fame  large  beds  to  be  care¬ 
fully  cultivated  ;  and  it  now  re¬ 
mained  for  me  to  make  trial  how 
long  they  would  fubfid  upon  theft 


without  injury  to  their  growth,  or 
the  produce  and  texture  of  the 
dlk  ;  they  were  fo  extremely  fine 
and  healthy,  that  I  fed  them  folely 
with  lettuces  until  the  24th  of  June, 
a  lunar  month  within  four  days, 
and  more  than  double  the  time 
they  tiled  to  be  kept  from  the  leaves 
of  the  mulberry  tree. 

44  In  lei's  than  a  week  after  their 
change  of  food,  they  began  to  fpin, 
and  I  had  the  pl-eafure  to  ©bftrve 
that  the  cones  were  as  due  and  firm 
as  anv  I  ever  had. 

j 

44  By  the  latter  end  of  July,  the 
whole  bu  finds  was  completed, 
and  I  had  wound  exa&ly, four  thou¬ 
sand  cones,  which  produced  me 
eleven  ounces  of  iilk,  precifely  the 
fame  as  the  fpecimen  you  have  feen. 
1  am  tempted  to  entertain  very  fan- 
guine  hopes  from  the  diicovery 
that  the  dlk  worm  will  fubfid  fo 
long  a  period  or  it’s  little  life,  on 
an  indigenous  plant  fo  eafily  pro¬ 
cured  ;  the  more  efpecially  fo,  as 
I  did  not  loft  a  dozen  during  the 
whole  time  of  their  feeding,  and 
can  demondrate  that  the  cones  were 
not  inferior  in  lize  and  weight  to 
thofe  which  have  been  manufac¬ 
tured  in  Italy. 

44  Mrs.  Williams,  in  the  account 
die  has  given  of  her  management 
of  dlk  worms,  (fee  the  ftcond  vol, 
of  the  Tran  factions,  page  15  .*.) 
afferts  that  two  hundred  and  forty 
four,  produced  near  an  ounce  and 
half  of  dlk.  Upon  an  average  I 
have  collected  no  more  than  one 
ounce  from  three  hundred  and  lixty 
of  mine  ;  but  this  apparently  ma¬ 
terial  difference  between  us,  will 
be  found  to  exid  only  in  the  date- 
ment  of  facds. 

44  Conceiving  that  the  premiums 
Offered  by  the  fociety,  extended 
merely  to  that  dlk  whieh  may  be 
manufactured  without  carding,  I 
held  it  incompatible  with  my  ideas 
of  truth  and  candour,  to  bring  the 

wade 
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wafte  or  carding  lilk,  into  the  ac¬ 
count,  otherwile  I  Ihould  at  ail 
times  have  been  able  to  double  my 
quantity.  For  the  loofe  lilk  which 
you  mud  drip  from  the  cones, 
Isefore  you  begin  to  wind,  together 
with  fome  that  will  remain  round 
them  at  the  lad,  notwithdanding 
the  utmod  care,  is  nearly  one  third 
more  than  that  which  i.  have  un- 
derdood  to  come  under  the  deno¬ 
mination  of  merchantable  filk  ;  and 
thus  this  year  I  might  have  beaded 
of  twenty-five  ounces  indead  of 
eleven,  if,  like  Mrs.  William-,  I 
had  included  the  filk  for  carding. 

In  a  treadle  which  lately  fell 

w 

in  my  way,  add  reded  to  the  trudees 
for  edablifhing  a  lilk  manufactory 
in  Georgia,  the  author,  who  feems 
perfectly  well  informed  on  the  fob¬ 
bed,  tells  us  that  the  cones  in  ge¬ 
neral  are  found  to  contain  three 
hundred  yards  of  dlk,  which  weighs 
no  more  than  two  grains.  Happy 
to  meet  with  a  piece  of  information 
which  would  enable  me  to  afcertain 
the  degree  of  perfection  I  had 
brought  the  lilk  worm  to,  I  mea- 
fured  the  lilk  from  one  cone,  with 
the  mod  critical  exadnefs,  and 
found  it  contained  four  hundred  and 
four  yards,  which  when  dry  weigh¬ 
ed  three  grains  ;  and  this  was  from 
one  of  the  worms  which  fed  only 
a  week  upon  mulberry  leaves.  I 
mud,  however,  acknowledge  that 
although  this  cone  exceeded  the 
given  quantity  in  weight  and  mea- 
lure,  that  all  were  not  equally  fine, 
and  that  I  purfued  the  thiead 
through  all  its  intricacies,  with 
a  mod  perfevering  patience. 

“  Mrs.  Williams’s  obfervations 
on  the  vaiious  kinds  of  leaves  they 
will  eat,  admitting  their  truth,  can 
never  be  of  the  lead  utility,  unlefs 
to  gratify  the  curiolity  of  the  fpe- 
culative  philofopher.  She  talks  of 
gathering  cowllip  leaves  in  Qdober, 
but  they  vegetate  luxuriantly  only 
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in  the  fpi;ing  ;  and  neither  could 
they  nor  the  leaves  of  the  black¬ 
berry,  even  then,  be  procured  in* 
fufficient  quantities  to  ferve  a  ma- 
nufadory.  Of  the  young  leaves 
of  the  elm,  I  myfelf  made  trial,  to 
the  deftrudtion  of  nine  worms  out 
of  twelve,  which  I  gave  them  to. 
The  remaining  three  I  refeued  from 
the  fame  fate,  by  giving  them  the 
mulberry  leaf ;  but  they  never  re¬ 
covered  their  drength  diffidently 
to  form  a  cone, 

“  I  alfo  adopted  the  ingenious 
hint  of  the  honourable  Daines  Bar¬ 
rington,  and  colleded  tbofe  kinds 
of  leaves  which  were  fimilar  to 
the  mulberry,  in  tafle  and  appea¬ 
rance  ;  fuch  as  the  nut,  currant, 
lime,  kidney  beans,  drawberry, 
chefnut,  rafberry,  &c.  &c.  but  none 
of  thefc  would  do.  The  cabbage 
leaf,  (of  which  1  was  end  need  to 
make  trial,  bee  aide  it  is  made 
choice  of  by  our  common  cater¬ 
pillar)  was  preferred  to  either  of 
thefe,  though  fparingly  eaten  of; 
and  I  had  no  wiih  to  try  the  effect 
of  their  continuance  at  this  food, 
as  the  fmcll  would  render  it  unfit 
for  a  large  manufactory.  A  female 
friend  of  mine,  who  had  kept  lilk 
worms,  many  years  ago,  allured  me 
that  they  devoured  affi  leaves  with 
great  avidity;  and  a  gentlema  of 
my  acquaintance,  likewife  told  me 
that  his  Idler  ufed  to  give  them 
vine  leaves.  The  latter,  mine 
would  not  venture  to  begin  upon, 
and  of  the  former,  they  were  Ini¬ 
tiated  at  one  meal. 

“  Mr.  Barrington  fuggefts  that 
it  might  podibiy  be  difeovered 
what  leaf  the  lilk  worm  would 
live  bell  upon,  if  we  were  to  ob- 
ferve  what  infect  made  the  mul¬ 
berry  its  luccedaneuixi;  it  has  there¬ 
fore  efcaped  the  notice  of  that 
learned  invefiigator  into  the  phe¬ 
nomena  of  nature,  that  no  other 
infed  whatever,  will  feed  upon  the 

mulberry 
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mulberry  leaf,  of  is  even  found 
upon  it;  I  fpeak  from  my  0W11  ob- 
fervation,  and  from  the  experience 
of  three  years,  in  which,  during 
the  time  I  made  ufe  of  the  mul¬ 
berry  leaves,  a  bitlhel  at  lead  have 
palled  through  my  hands  in  a  day, 
and  I  never  vet  found  a  fingle  in- 

•f  cj  f 

fedt  amongft  them,  or  a  leal  which 
had  the  fmalled  part  eaten  away. 

“  Until  the  lad  rain  fell,  our 
fruit  trees,  and  even  the  more 
lowly  vegetables,  were  covered  with 
myriads  of  infeeds  ;  the  mulberry 
alone  remained  facred  from  their 
depredations.  At  this  circumdance 
is  cufious,  Mr.  Barrington,  will 
perhaps  thank  you  for  the  infor¬ 
mation.  Indeed,  every  thinking 
mind  will  find  new  call ffe  from  it, 
to  adore  the  goodnefs  of  the  great 
creator,  who  in  his  wonderful  ceco- 
Homy  of  nature,  has  thus  boun¬ 
tifully  fecured  food  to  the  reptile 
whole  labours  vveie  t-o  be  of  iervice 
to  man. 

u  I  cannot  agree  with  Du  Halde, 
in  thinking  that  ngife  is  at  all 
prejudicial  to  the  fiik  worm.  Mine 
were  fo  dtuated  that  thev  were  ex- 
pofed  to  all  the  founds  incidental 
to  a  country  town,  from  ihe  bark¬ 
ing  of  dogs,  up  to  a  family  con¬ 
cert  ;  and  I  am  lure  they  never 
were  vidbly  aim  died  by  citht  r. 
They  certainly  have  but  one  night 
and  one  day  throughout  the  whole 
of  their  exiuencc.  They  eat  per¬ 
petually  from  their  fir tt  appear¬ 
ance,  until  they  become  chryfa- 
Iifes,  which  I  imagine  to  be  their 
only  fate  of  red.  If  properly  fe¬ 
cit  red  from  birds  and  thole  infeeds 
which  make  others  their  prey,  they 
do  not  appear  liable  to  any  dan¬ 
gers  except  that  of  lightning,  and 
pt-rhaps  this  they  (hare  in  common 
only  with  other  tender  ani  t  alculae. 
The  edecd  which  we  commonly  at¬ 
tribute  to  thunder  dorms,  that  of 
infe&s  being  walked  from  the  trees 


by  rain,  has  more  probably  its 
caufe  in  lightning,  which  on  the 
principles  of  electricity,  mud  de¬ 
ft  roy  millions. 

“  Mrs.  Williams  thinks  that 
the  dlk  worm  wades  it  dlk  by  being- 
moved  incautiaudy,  but  a  power 
of  throwing  out  a  fine  thread,  in 
its  very  early  date,  is  enjoyed  alfo 
by  various  other  infebts,  and  was 
given,  no  doubt,  by  providence,  to 
prevent  the  extinction  of  the  whole 
fpecies,  by  violent  rain  or  wind  : 
by  this  thread  they  will  hang  fuf- 
pended,  and  redd  a  torrent  of  wa¬ 
ter,  unlefs  lightning  fnap  the  web, 
together  with  their  lives.  The 
II Ik  worm,  however,  lofes  this  pro¬ 
perty  with  its  fird  coat  ;  for  it  is 
then  able  to  crawl  with  celerity^ 
and  provide  for  its  own  fafety. 

u  I  am  very  far  from  thinking 
it  impoldble  to  procure  two  crops 
of  dlk  in  a  feafon  in  this  climate, 
the  attempt,  however,  cannot  be 
made  wi-h  fifccefs,  until  the  plant¬ 
ing  of  mulberry  trees  has  engaged 
the  attention  of  the  nation  ;  and  I 
diould  rejoice  greatly  to  fee  that 
once  more  became  a  matter  of  royal 
condderation.  So  triding  a  num¬ 
ber  as  two  or  three  hundred,  may 
ben'eared  almoft  in  a-ny  feafon,  but 
I  allude  to  a  manufactory  of  fuch 
extent  as  might  afford  other  grati- 
dcations  b  lides  thofe  of  curiodty. 

u  I  have  fcarcely  a  more  predo¬ 
minant  widi  at  prefent,  than  that 
of  being  able  to  produce  the  fird. 
quantity  you  propofe,  five  pounds 
in  one  year  ;  and  I  have  a&ually 
preferved  eggs  to  fupply  me  with 
thirty  tboufand  worms ;  this  idea* 
however,  i  never  could  have  en¬ 
tertained,  had  I  not  arrived  at  the 
certainty  of  their  living  upon  let¬ 
tuce  leaves  for  fo  long  a  period  : 
and  circumdances  mud  dill  deter¬ 
mine  the  completion  of  my  plan. 

“  Hitherto  I  have  been  able  to 
condubl  the  whole  myfelf,  but  if  1 

purfue 
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jpurfue  my  defign,  I  mult  call  in 
alii  fiance,  and  devote  much  more 
time  to  the  fuperintendance  of  the 
buiinefs . 

‘c  If  my  fcheme  is  carried  Into 
execution,  the  eventual  fuccefs  of 


the  enterprize  fliall  be  communi¬ 
cated  to  you,  by  Sir, 

Your  mail  obliged  humble  fervant, 
Henrietta  Rhodes.’* 

Gann  Hall , 

Aug.  24,  1785. 
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[From  Shaw’s  Sketches  of  the  History  of  the  Austrian  Nether¬ 
lands. 


U  if  '^MMERCE  and  manufac- 
ture  have  declined  in  the 
Aufirian  Netherlands,  but  agricul¬ 
ture  is  un decayed.  The  populouf- 
nefs  of  the  cities  is  dimi milled,  but 
the  number  of  inhabitants  in  the 
country  is  augmented  beyond  the 
parallel  of  pail  times.  Even  in  the 
moll  flourifhing  time  of  thefe  pro¬ 
vinces,  under  the  dukes  of  Bur¬ 
gundy  and  the  firfl  princes  of  the 
Aufcrian  line,  the  appearance  of  the 
country  in  regard  to  culture  and 
population  did  not  equal  its  prefect 
date. 

The  natives  of  this  region  be- 

o  e 

took  themfelves  at  an  early  time  to 
the  art  of  husbandry,  to  which 
they  were  invited  by  a  foil  well  ad¬ 
apted  to  vegetation,  and  by  the 
happy  temperature  of  the  climate. 
In  ages  when  only  a  rude  tillage 
was  known  in’  the  neighbouring 
countries,  agriculture  had  attained 
here  to  a  great  degree  of  perfeflion, 
and  had  gained  that  firm  pofifelfion 
of  the  foil  which  it  has  finee  kept. 
The  fertility  of  Flanders  was  not 
fubdued  by  the  ravages  of  war  it- 
felf.  Even  in  the  laft  century,  in 
that  mofl  unprofperous  period  when 
the  other  arts  of  the  Flemifii  pro¬ 
vinces  funk  and  fell  into  decline,  a- 
griculture  ftiii  retained  its  vigour: 
but  during  the  long  tranquillity 
which  the  prefent  century  has  af¬ 
forded,  this  ait  has  acquired  a  new 


aflivity,  and  has  advanced  thefe 
lands  to  a  Hill  higher  Hate  of  im¬ 
provement.  Where  the  tillage  was 
imperfedf,  a  more  complete  hus¬ 
bandry  has  taken  place :  large 
trails  that  were  formerly  wade  have 
been  fubjeded  to  the  plough  :  the 
villages  have  increafed  in  extent 
and  in  number,  and  a  degree  of  po- 
puloufnefs  is  found  in  fome  of  thefe 
provinces,  that  is  not  perhaps  fur- 
paflfed  in  any  part  of  Europe. 

u  The  rural  fceiie  prefents  here 
pleafing  profpeds  on  all  fidcs,  fields 
crowned  with  fruitful  crops,  mea¬ 
dows  covered  with  numerous  herds, 
neat  and  commodious  farm-houfes 
fet  fingty  or  in  groupes,  chearful 
tyid  crowded  villages  embowered  a- 
mong  trees,  and  divided  from  each 
other  by  final!  intervals.  Between 
fuch  fair  landicapes  wind  the  rivers, 
or  extend  the  clear  canals  of  Flan¬ 
ders  and  Brabant.  ri  he  bounty  of 
the  land  is  diffufed  in  decent  com¬ 
petence  through  all  the  multitude 
t'hdt  inhabits  it ;  and  the  looks  cf 
the  labourer,  his  wholefome  fare 
and  neat  dwelling,  exp  refs  thgt  he 
has  his  fhare  of  that  plenty  with 
which  his  induftry  crowns  the  fields. 

“  Agriculture  fiouriflies  greatly 
In  Brabant  and  Haynault,  but  it  is 
in  the  province  of  Flanders  that  this 
art  has  attained  its  higheft  praife* 
Here  were  made  the  earliefi  im¬ 
provements  of  hulbandry.  In  thefe 

rich 
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rich  plains,  the  plough,  long  held 
in  veneration,  has  left  the  feweft 
fpaces  wafte  or  unemployed  ;  and 
the  hufbandman’s  art,  aided  here 
by  long  experience  and  purfued 
with  conftant  induftry,  exhibits 
moil  the  extent  of  its  power  in  the 
copious  productions  that  it  calls 
forth  from  the  earth, 

44  The  fields  of  Flanders  never 
repofe  or  lie  fallow,  yet  the  rich 
foil  fails  not  to  repay  the  care  of 
the  farmer  by  a  conftant  fucceflion 
of  fruitful  crops.  Nor  is  he  fatis- 
fied  only  with  the  crops  that  the 
fummer  ripens.  Soon  as  the  har- 
vefts  are  gathered,  the  earth  re¬ 
ceives  again  into  its  bofom  new 
feeds  or  plants,  and  new  crops  of 
greens  and  vegetables  arife,  that 
cover  the  fields  through  the  autumn 
and  the  winter  months,  till  the 
fpring  warns  to  prepare  the  ground 
for  the  ’  enduing  feafon.  Such  is 
the  fertility  which  thefe  lands  de¬ 
rive  from  the  natural  goodnefs  of 
the  foil,  from  the  rich  manure  which 
numerous  cities  and  villages  be¬ 
llow,  and  from  excellent  methods 
of  agriculture  ;  but  above  all,  from 
the  patient  toil  of  the  hufbandman, 
who  labours  in  thefe  fields  with  un¬ 
equalled  induilry  and  pains ; 

Exercetque  fpequens  tellurem,  atque  im- 
ptrat  arvis. 

44  The  farms  in  Flanders  are 
fmall,  rarely  exceeding  fifty  acres, 
and  frequently  contracted  within  a 
narrower  bound.  Set  at  a  lmali 
diftapee  from  each  other  in  the  cen¬ 
ter  of  their  refpedtive  farms,  as  is 
often  the  cafe  here,  the  farm-houfos, 
when  feen  from  fome  eminence, 
prefen  t  a  continued  village,  alid 
exhibit  a  picture  of  great  popula¬ 
tion.  The  fmall  extent  of  the 
farms  has  been  thought,  and  not 
without  reafon,  to  have  contribut¬ 
ed  much  to  the  exadt  culture  and 


populoufnefs  of  Flanders.  In  a 
lmali  farm,  each  part  feen  by  the 
eye  of  the  matter  has  its  due  til¬ 
lage  :  the  work  of  hufbandry  is 
chiefly  performed  by  the  farmer 
and  his  family,  who  ipare  no  pains 
to  cultivate  that  field  which  allures 
their  fubfiflence ;  and  the  glebe, 
fubdued  and  manured  with  affidu- 
ous  care,  makes  a  large  return  to 
that  labour  which  is  bellowed  on 
its  culture.  A  vale  population 
fp rings  up,  and  the  land  is  covered 
with  the  dwellings  of  a  multitude 
of  cultivators,  who  find  each  in  the 
produce  of  that  fmall  farm  which 
he  tills,  a  decent  and  comfortable 
maintenance.  It  happens  other- 
wife  in  a  country  where  the  farms 
are  of  a  wide  extent.  In  a  large 
farm,  many  parts  are  overlooked  or 
negiedled,  and  a  more  negligent 
culture  is  bellowed  by  hired  labour¬ 
ers,  more  remifs  and  iefs  interefted 
in  the  crop.  The  great  farmer  is 
placed  in  a  (late  of  higher  plenty, 
and  his  dwelling,  his  furniture, 
and  table  exprefs  his  opulence  ;  bui 
while  he  enjoys  this  affluence,  and 
while  luxury  gains  admittance  a- 
mong  a  rank  of  men  to  whole  con¬ 
dition  it  is  ill-fuited,  the  popu-louf- 
nefs  of  the  country  decays,  the 
number  of  indullrious  cultivators 
is  diminiflied,  and  extreme  indL 
gence  is  often  found  in  the  dwell¬ 
ings  of  the  cottagers  that  inhabit 
arottnd. 

44  The  other  provinces  have  re-, 
marked  the  advantages  which  Flan¬ 
ders  has  derived  from  the  fmall  ex¬ 
tent  of  the  farms,  and  have  imitat¬ 
ed  that  example.  The  Stares  of 
Haynault  have,  by  an  exprefs  law, 
limited  the  extent  of  the  farms  in 
that  province,  and  have  ordained, 
that  no  farm  fliall  contain  a  larger 
fpace  than  a  hundred  and  fifty  acres. 
The  good  effedls  of  this  regulation, 
which  was  made  about  thirty  years 
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ago,  have  been  fenfibly  found. 
Since  that  time,  the  fields  in 
Haynauk  are  more  completely 
cultivated,  the  lands  are  not  per¬ 
mitted  to  lie  fallow,  the  country 
has  become  more  populous,  and 
the  villages  increafmg,  draw  near¬ 
er  to  each  other.  The  States  of 
Brabant  and  Namur  meditate  by  a 
limilar  law  to  circumfcribe  the  ex¬ 
tent  of  farms  in  thefe  provinces. 
That  part  of  Brabant  which  is  call¬ 
ed  the  Walloon  Brabant,  is  a  coun¬ 
try  call  into  large  farms,  and  from 
that  cireu-m dance  is  lefs  populous, 
and  more  imperfectly  cultivated, 
than  other  parts  of  that  province 
where  the  fmali  farms  obtam. 

A  contrary  practice  has  for  feme 
time  pail  prevailed  in  England, 
where  the  number  of  fmali  farms 
is  diminifhed,  and  where  the  pro¬ 
prietors  of  e dates  have  in  frequent 
inflances  adopted  the  plan  of  lay¬ 
ing  many  fm  ill  farms  into  one  large 
farm.  Agriculture  has  not  profit¬ 
ed  by  this  alteration.  The  glebe, 
Hinted  in  its  tillage  where  a  fingle 
rnafter  grafps  a  large  extent  of 
fields,  has  not  yielded  more  abund¬ 
ant  harvefb  ;  and  the  markets,  leii 
amply  provided  in  home  Important 
articles,  mil's  that  fupply  which 
they  were  accuitomed  to  draw  from 
the  fmali  farms.  The  populouinefs 
of  the  country  has  fallen.  W  hile 
the  man  lion  of  the  great  farmer  has 
rifen  more  ofientatioully,  thofe  nu¬ 
merous  tenements  that  were  feat* 
tered  through  the  fields,  or  that 
encircled  the  cheatful  ereen,  have 
difappeafed,*  and  the  deferted  vil¬ 
lage  has  furnifhed  a  theme  for  the 
poet’s  fong.  The  ancient  tenant, 
finding  no  occupation  in  the  fields 
where  he  has  fpent  his  youth,  and 
not  caring,  as  a  mercenary,  to 
plough  that  land  which  he  former¬ 
ly  rented,  forfakes  his  native  fhore, 
and  feeks  with  his  family  another 
i  7864 


climate  where  his  induflry  may  be 
better  requited.  Other  difadvan- 
tages  may  be  numbered,  that  have 
flowed  from  this  practice.  Let  it 
be  remarked  as  an  article  of  fome 
moment,  that  the  firm  and  inde¬ 
pendent  fpirir  of  a  bold  peafantry 
is  better  noun  filed  among  that  rank 
of  men  by  whom  fmali  farms  arte 
occupied,  than  among  fervile  la¬ 
bourers  who  perform  the  talks  of 
hufbandry  in  large  farms. 

The  country  of  W-ais,  a  diftridf 
lying  along  the  northern  bank  of 
the  Scheld  below  Ghent  (the  {bene- 
antiently  of  wars  between  the 
Counts  of  Flanders  and  of  Holland, 
and  through  which  in  latter  times 
the  Prince  qF  Parma,  in  the  memory- 
able  fiege  of  Antwerp,  drew  a  ca¬ 
nal  that  Hill  remains),  is  the  pride 
of  Flanders  in  reipedt  of  culture 
and  population.  Yet  the  foil  of  the 
country  of  Wafs  is  in  many  parts 
ungrateful,  and  equals  not"  in  ge¬ 
neral  the  goodnefs  of  foil  of  other 
parts  of  Flanders  :  but,  divided  in^ 
to  flender  heritages,  and  parcelled 
out  into  fmali  farms  that  often  do 
not  exceed  twenty  acres,  fertilized 
by  rich  manure,  and  fubdued.  by 
the  unceafing  labour  of  the  peafant* 
who  here,  imitating  the  gardener’s 
{kill,  applies  the  fpade  and  the  hoe* 
no  lefs  than  the  plough,  to  the  cul¬ 
ture  of  his  narrow  field,  this  dif* 
trick  furpafles  all  the  tracks  of  this 
fruitful  region  in  the  abtmd  mce  of 
its  crops.  A  vaft  population  is 
found  in  this  territory,  whoftl 
villages  are  equal  to  large  cities, 
St.  Nicholas,  and  Lockeren,  vil¬ 
lages  of  the  county  of  Wafs,  con* 
tain  ’each  not  lefs  than  ic*ooo  in¬ 
habitants. 

The  Province  of  Flanders,  now 
fo  cultNated,  wore  anciently  a  far 
different  afpedt.  The  vaft  fore  It 
of  the  Ardennes,  of  which  there 
are  yet  feme  {lender  remains  here 
M  ,  in 
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in  the  pleafant  wood  of  Wynendale 
and  other  finallcr  woods,  then  over- 
fpread  ail  that  region  :  the  firfi 
Counts  of  Flanders,  on  account  of 
the  deep  forefis  that  covered  their 
domain,  were  named  the  forefters 
of  Flanders.  Marfhes  ailb  and  fiag- 
nant  waters  abounded.  A  moill 
Iky  added  to  the  natural  humidity 
of  the  foil ;  and  the  Scheld  and  o- 
ther  rivers,  as  yet  tinrefirained  by 
dykes,  and  keeping  no  certain  bed, 
overflowed  the  level  face  of  the 
country. 

Agriculture  and  the  art  of  man 
have  wrought  the  mighty  change 
that  is  now  f'een.  The  monks,  who 
in  early' times  united  ruftic  labour 
With  contemplation  and  praye-,  in¬ 
troduced  the  firtl  rude-tillage.  Thole 
fertile  fields  that  furround  the  mo¬ 
nadic  hoiifes  were  in  thei»’  origimil 
date  wild  and  lavage  tracts,  that 
were  cleared  of  their  woods,  and 
fubdued  to  culture  by  religious 
hands.  The  violence  of  a  barba¬ 
rous  age  refpedted  the  labour  of 
holy  men  :  feudal  lords  beheld  with 
furprize  the  effedls  of  indufiry,  and 
lands  were  bellowed  on  the  monaf- 
teries,  as  the  charters  by  which 
y  they  are  granted  exprefs,  that  they 
might  be  rendered  fruitful  by  the 
fkill  of  the  monks.  The  fathers  of 
the  convent,  extending  their  lands 
and  gaining  hew  fields  from  the 
wildernefs,  aflociated  other  hands 
in  their  toil ;  ahd  around  the  mo- 
nadery  rofe  frequent  cottages,  the 
habitations  ©f  labourer*,  the  be¬ 
ginning  of  popuLous  villages,  and 
fometimes  of  nourishing  cities. 

-  Agriculture  thus  introduced  by 
the  monks,  made  a  rapid  prog  re  Is 
as  the  yoke  of  feudal  op  predion  be¬ 
came  lighter*  and  as  the  peafanrs 
acquired  privileges,  by  which  they 
were  fecured  from  the  violence  of 
their  Lords.  The  cities  of  Flan¬ 
ders  riling  in  trade  and  arts,  aSbrd- 
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ed  a  great  encouragement  to  agri- 
culture.  The  merchant,  adven¬ 
turous  in  commerce,  by  which  he 
was  enriched,  exerted  the  fame  en- 
terprifing  fpirir  in  cultivation  :  the 
nobles,  that  they  might  procure 
thole  luxuries  which  the  commerce 
of  the  cities  prefented,  turned  their 
care  to  the  improvement  of  their  \ 
detnefnes  ;  and  the  hulbandman, 
who  in  the  large  confumption  of 
crouded  cities  found  a  ready  mar¬ 
ket  for  the  produce  of  his  fields, 
was  tempted  on  that  account  to  re¬ 
double  his  indufiry.  The  Princes 
alib  beheld  the  prog  refs  of  this  u'e- 
ful  art  with  peculiar  favour;  and 
the  Counts  of  Flanders,  as  it  is  laid 
bellowed  rewards  on  thole  who  ex¬ 
celled  in  agriculture.  Already  in 
the  twelfth  century,  the  deep  fo~ 
relfs  of  Flanders  were  cut  down, 
and  the  foil  laid  open  to  the  rays  of 
the  fun  :  fpacious  canals  were  form¬ 
ed,  which,  wbilfi:  they  drained  the 
lands,  opened  the  communication 
of  the  country.  The  Scheld,  com¬ 
pelled  to  yield  up  fruitful  fields  that 
had  long  been  hidden  under  his 
wave,  was  red  rained  by  dykes,  and 
obliged  to  keep  a  certain  bed.  \  lan¬ 
ders  bee  me  the  mod  cultivated  and 
moil/ten ile  domain  of  Europe  ;  and 
though  file  has  fince  been  imitated 
her  nations  her  praile  has  not 
fallen.  England,  where  tillage  was 
long  in  an  imperfect  date,  and 
which  took  from  this  country  lef- 
fons  of  hufbandry  as  well  as  <  f 
other  arts,  far  furpaffing  Flanders 
in  commerce  and  man ufadl ores,  has 
not  yet  furpafled  her  in  agriculture. 

Liberty,  which  firfl  animated  the 
indufiry  of  the  hufbandfnan  in  thefe 
parts,  fiill  fufiains  his  labotiis.  The 
prefent  lovereign,  by  a&s  that  add 
fignal  lufire  to  his  reign,  leeks  to 
promote  agriculture  in  other  parts 
of  his  wide  empire,  by  the  entrant ♦ 
chifement  of  the  pc  at  ants  from  that 

feudal 
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feudal  bondage  in  which  they  have 
been  long  kept  by  the  nobles.  A 
like  attention  has  not  been  needed  in 
this  country,  where  the  peafant,  no 
iefs  than  tiie  lord,  poflefies  rights 
that  may  not  be  invaded  with  im¬ 
punity,  and  where  tho<e  feudal  fer* 
vitudes,  that  (till  difgrace  fome 
parts  of  this  illand,  have  been  long 
unknown.  Confcious  of  his  pri¬ 
vileges,  the  f  iemifli  peafant  refumes 
his.  toils,  nor  repines  whillt  the 
laws  fee  are  to  him  his  property  in 
that  field  which  he  cultivates.  The 
feafon  that  renews  his  labours  brings 
alfo  along  the  appointed  days  of 
fport  and  recreation.  A  religion 
indulgent  to  her  votaries  gl  wi¬ 
dens  him  with  her  returning  holi¬ 
days^  that  are  accompanied  by 
fporrs  and  games,  and  exerciies, 
confecrated  by  long  ufage.  The 
Kerre-Melfe,  or  feilival  of  the 
faint  who  is  the  patron  of  the  pa- 
riffi*  church,  dilfolves  all  the  vil 
iarce  in  mirth  and  oblivion  of  care, 
and  the  jocund  neighbourhood  ex¬ 
hibits  thofe  feftive  fcenes,  which 
the  pencil  of  the  Flemifh.  painter 
has  fo  often  fought  to  imitate.  Re- 
fiored  by  this  remillion  of  toil,  the 
hulbandman  riles  more  vigorous  to 
purfue  his  talks,  and  the  year  is 
crowned  with  plenty  by  his  re¬ 
doubled  activity 

Ail  the  various  kinds  ©f  grain 
are  cultivated  happily  in  this  coun¬ 
try.  Years  of  fearcity  that  afreet 
other  parts  cf  Europe  are  little 
known  here,  where  the  crops  of 
ordi wfify  feafons  yield  a  much 
larger  itore  than  the  fubfi fence  of 
the  inhabitants,  though  numerous, 
requires,  and  where  the  expo-nation 
of  grain  to  other  countries  lefs  for¬ 
tunate,  forms  a  principal  branch  of 
commerce.  The  flax  of  Flanders 
not  only  fupplies  to  that  province 
its  chief  manufacture,  but  yields 
alio  a  profitable  article  of  traffic 
with  other  nations.  Many  valu¬ 


able  plants  adapted  to  various  ufes 
are  raifed  with  fuccefs  :  tobacco 
nlay  be  ranked  among  thefe  plants  : 
legumes  and  all  the  tribe  of  efcU- 
lent  roots  grow  in  abundance,  and 
have  lent  to  England  mod  of  her 
vegetables  of  that  clafs.  Vines 
were  formerly  trained  in  Flanders 
and  Brabant  ;  blit  the  vine,  lefs 
grateful  to  the  planter’s  care,  has 
given  wsy  to  products  that  are  bet¬ 
ter  fuited  to  the  clime  and  foil,  and 
in  which  the  hufbandman  finds  a 
greater  advantage. 

Agriculture,  whilft  it  fupplies 
materials  to  commerce  acd  manu¬ 
facture,  is  alfo  more  permanent  than 
either,  and  aff. >rds  a  more  folid  ba- 
fis  of  national  profperity.  The 
manufactures  of  Louvain  have  fail¬ 
ed,  and  the  trade  of  Antwerp  is  fal¬ 
len  ;  but  the  fields  of  Flanders  keep 
a  con  ft  ant  fertility.  Agriculture 
alfo  entertains  a  race  of  men,  tem¬ 
perate,  hardy,  fimple,  that  vvith- 
itand  the  attacks  of  luxury,  and 
among  whom  virtue  lingers  long, 
when  corruption  has  gained  the 
other  ranks  of  the  Hate.  Even  in 
the  improved  ftate  which  hufbandry 
has  attained  in  this  illand,  England 
has  ft  ill  caufe  to  make  it  a  reproach 
to  her  inhabitants,  that  they  have 
not  enough  refpeCfed  agriculture, 
and  that,  intent  on  colonies  and  fo¬ 
reign  pofieffions,  they  have  neglec¬ 
ted  the  due  improvement  of  her  foil, 
the  beft  fource  of  wealth.  Hence, 
while  a  defective  tillage  is  found  in 
many  places,  and  while  in  other 
pirts  vaft:  t raffs  of  ground  are  yet 
unsubdued  by  the  plough,  her  na¬ 
tives  have  palled  into  foreign  climes, 
where  themlelves  with  their  induf- 
try  have  been  loft  to  the  parent 
country,  or  where,  witk  impaired 
health,  and  too  often  with  impaired 
virtue,  they  have  acquired  Indian 
gold,  returning  to  advance  the  reign 
of  luxury  at  home,  and  extend  the 
/Corruption  of  a  Aiding  age. 

Mz  ' 
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An  APOLOGY  for  LUXURY. 

[From  the  Marquis  de  Casaux’s  Thoughts  on  the  Mechanism 

of  Societies.  ] 


1X/QLLD  not  the  quefiion 

VV  about  luxury,  reduced  to 
its  elements,  like  thofe  other  qief- 
tions  which  '1  have  touched  upon 
hitherto,  prefent  confequences  dia¬ 
metrically  oppofite  to  thofe  ideas 
which  perhaps  are  yet  too  common, 
only  becaufe  they  have  not  been 
thoroughly  examined  ?  Methinks  I 
have  advanced  one  hep  towards  the 
folution  of  the  problem,  by  prov¬ 
ing  (if  I  have  proved  it)  that  the 
tax  laid  on  that  pretended  monfter, 
luxury,  is  in  fadt  the  moll  opp ref- 
five  for  the  people,  on  account  of 
the  following  effedts,  from  which 
the  impoft  cannot  be  freed. 

44  Firft,  if  that  tax  lefiens  the 
confumption  of  the  article  taxed, 
provifion  mud  be  made,  by  a  frelh 
tax,  for  the  deficit  in  the  firft, 
which  neverthelefs  has  already  de¬ 
prived  of  fuffenance,  thofe  who  de¬ 
rived  it  only  from  that  article  of 
confumption  annihilated  by  the 
tax. 

44  Secondly,  if  the  rage  for  the 
article  taxed,  gets  the  better  of  the 
rigour  of  the  tax,  or  in  other  words, 
of  the  abiurd  difproportion  thereby 
euablifhed  between  the  real  and 
nominal  value  of  that  article,  the 
land  proprietor  has  no  other  re¬ 
source  left,  whereby  to  provide  for 
the  tax,  and  for  the  -reft  of  his 
ftanding  expcnces,  than  to  raife  the 
prices  of  his  commodities  accord¬ 
ingly  ;  and  the  poor,  whole  con¬ 
fumption  has  not  been  taxed,  pays 
dearer,  neverthelefs^  for  his  bread, 
and  for  all  that  he  ccnfumes  bo¬ 
lides,  whilft  the  tax  laid  on  luxury 
alone,  is  pleaded  by  all  the  capita- 
lilts  as  a  pretence  for  not  increafing 


the  price  of  labour  amongfl  the 
people' they  employ. 

44  Thirdly,  if  the  little  private- 
calculations,  of  which  I  have  fpo- 
ken,  did  not  redtify  (as  I  contend 
they  do  by  degrees,  and  as  they 
ought  to  do  fooner)  the  miftakes  of 
the  grand  calculations  in  the  ad- 
miniftration  of  finances  ;  thar  is  to 
fay,  if  the  land  proprietor  did  not 
increafe  the  price  of  his  commodi¬ 
ties,  in  proportion  as  the  tax  bears 
heavy  on  that  article  of  luxury 
which  he  hill  peril  Its  to  confume  ; 
it  would  appear  hill  more  heinous, 
in  the  eves  of  the  moralift  ;  for 
thofe  artificers  who,  without  re- 
inorfe,  without  a  blufh,  fhould 
employ  themfelves  in  the  work  of 
fatan,  of  which  the  confumption 
fhould  continue  the  fame?  would 
fubfilt  undifturbed  in  peace  and 
plenty  on  that  very  work,  whilft 
a  confiderable  number  of  ferupu- 
lous  artifans,  employed  hitherto  on 
articles  free  from  cenfure,  but  of 
which  the  confumption  fhould  have 
decreafed  by  the  counterblow  of 
the  taxes  on  luxury,  would  mo  ft. 
fcandaloufly  be  left  ftarving  and 
unemployed. 

44  I  fliall  now  infpedt  the  ques¬ 
tion  more  minutely  ;  for  all  I  have 
faid  hitherto  is  not  fo  much  an  apo¬ 
logy  for  luxury,  as  an  expofition 

of  the  inconvenieacies  attending 

•  c  * 

its  being  made  the  principal  objedt 
of  taxation  :  I  beg  to  be  excufed,  if 
1  grow  unwillingly  more  familiar 
in  my  ftyle,  when  the  dignity  of 
the  fubjedt  feems  to  require  one  of 
fuitable  dignity  in  the  manner  of 
treating  it.  < 

It  is  the  quality  of  the  la#^ 

that 
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that  determines  the  divilion  of  its 
twoduCts :  however  ungrateful  the 
toil,  the  man  who  cultivates  it, 
fir  ft  deduces  what  is  necelTaiy  for 
his  fubfi (fence,  and  a  trifle  more  ; 
the  reft  is  divided  among  ft  the 
landlord  and  fome  others,  for  one 
reafon  or  another  admitted  to  a 
fliare.  This  divilion,  determined 
by  the  moil  general  quality  of  the 
land,  brings  down  the-  proprietor, 
who  farms  out  his  eft  ate,  to  about 
one  third  of  its  productions,  and 
reduces  nearly  to  the  i  ke  propor¬ 
tion,  thofe  who  are  employed  in 
wreftin?  them  from  the  bofom  of 

u 

the  earth. 

u  In  order  therefore  to  confume 
as  much  as  80  men,  the  proprietor 
mull  have  a  landed  eftate  capable 
of  giving  food  to  240  ;  and  out  of 
thefe  ^240,  160  muft  be  provided 
for  before  the  proprietor  can  think 
on  his  own  confumption.  Confe- 
quently,  it  would  be  unreafonable 
to  call  him  to  any  other  account 
than  for  that  portion  which  he  has 
received  :  but  I  readily  fubfcribe  to 
the  neceifify  of  having  that  account 
examined  with  the  utmoft' rigour, 
iince  .he  objeCt  is  to  juftify  the  diffi- 
pation  of  fo  confiderable  a  furplus, 
and  fince  the  employment  of  that 
furplus,  well  afcertained,  will  give 
us  fufficient  light  on  the  employ¬ 
ment  of  the  other  parts  of  the  re¬ 
venue,  which  by  that  means  if  will 
be  ufelefs  to  examine. 

44  The  high  elf  pitch  of  extra-  - 
vagance,  in  point  of  luxury,  is, 
beyond  contradiction,  that  which, 
in  the  fm.  tile  ft.  poflible  ■  compafs, 
contains  the  larged  quantity,  as 
well  as  the  g  re  ate  ft  perfection  of 
labour,  and  of  a  labour  the  mod 
eafy  to  deftrov. 

44  Let  us  ftippofe  a  man  who,  to 
the  fancy  o  being  poftelled  of  fueh 
an  article,  (houTd  join  that »of  fee¬ 
ing  conftandy  at  work  <ail  thofe 
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hands  which  muft  be  employed  to 
complete  it ;  fuch  a  f mcy  never 
produces  any  other  effect,  but  that 
of  tertiating  or  doubling  the  price 
of  things.  The  patriarchs  of  old, 
bufied,  and  atnufed  themfelves,  no 
doubt,  in  felting  to  work  thofe 
whom  they  enabled  to  eat ;  they 
lived  too  near  the  time  when  mail 
was  condemned  to  labour,  to  main¬ 
tain  them  in  idfenefs.  The  modern 
patriarch  of  whom, I  am  fpeaking, 
provided  with  a  pound  weight  of 
flax,  which  cods  him  fix  pence,  di¬ 
vides  it  among  twenty-five  working 
people,  who  give  it  every  prepara¬ 
tion  ncceflary  to  anfwer  the  pur- 
pofe  it  is  intended  for.  After  an 
entire  month  of  the  moft  llavifh 
precautions,  the  moft  minute  de¬ 
tails,  a  thread,  hardly  perceptible 
to  the  naked  eye,  prefents  to  the 
warm  imagination  of  the  proprietor, 
tft&  idea  of  the  chef-d’oeuvre  of 
which  this  thread  is  to  be  the  foun¬ 
dation  ;  after  four  or  five  months 
more,  devoted  to  the  moft  patient 
and  afliduous  induftry,  he  is  at  laft 
put  in  poffeffion  q£  fome  flips  of 
lace,  weighing  in  all  four  or  nve 
drachms,  picked  out  and  forted, 
thanks  to  the  laft  refinement  of  art, 
from  that  pound  of  flax  which  had 
coft  fix  pence.  Five  pence  throe 
farthings,  and  a  few  fractions,  are 
then,  it  Teems,  in  the  ftriCteft  cal¬ 
culation,  the  only  real  lofs — the 
only  devaluation  which  is  occafioned 
by  luxury  carried  to  the  higheft 
pitch  of  extravagance  ;  and  this 
lofs  is  com  pen  fated  by  fome  very 
curorts,  pieces  of  w  rkmanfhip, 
which  it  is ;  iinpoftible  to  value  at 
lefs  than  227I.  10s.  being  the  a- 
mount  of  4550  days  work  at  13d.  « 
paid  to  each  of  Tne,  twenty- five 
working,  people,  who  have  owed 
their  fubtiftence,  for  fix  months,  to 
that  pretended  inutility.— .Amongft 
•all  the  paffions  with  which  provi* 

'  '  M  3  ’  ..  (fence- 
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denee  has  been  pletfied  to  gratify 
the  rich  for  the  advantage  of  the 
poor,  name  me  only  one  that  occa- 
fions  lefs  devastation,  and  main¬ 
tains  a  greater  number  of  indigent 
perfons,  than  luxury  carried  to  ex- 
cefs*  O  ye  rigid  men,  who  have 
left  off  wearing  lace,,  join  with  me 
who  have  left  it  off  too, — join  with 
me  in  teaching  thofe  who  continue 
to  wear  it,  how  many  of  their 
brethren  they  nourifii  without 
knowing  it  !  Make  them  virtuous 
by  teaching  them,  that  in  order  to 
be  fo,  they  need  only  do,  from  a 
fentirqent  of  humanity,  what  hi¬ 
therto  perhaps  they  have  done 
through  a  motive  of  puerile  vanity, 
or  from  a  principle  of  oflentation, 
which,  when  conlidered,  needs  to 
be  con.fideied  with  fome  indul¬ 
gence. 

“  Another  afpedl,  whinffical 
enough  perhaps,  but  by  no  means 
foreign  to  the  title  of  this  pam¬ 
phlet,  would  be  that  under  which 
we  fiiould  view  thofe  prodigies  of 
art  and  patience,  as  the  work  not 
only  of  twenty- fiye  artificers  who 
were  bufied  upon  it  for  fix  months, 
but  alfo  of  twelve  or  fifteen  huf- 
bandmen  whole  exiflence  and  la¬ 
bour  were  indifpenfable  for  the 
fuflenance,  during  the  fame  time, 
of  the  twenty-five  labouring  people 
employed  in  that  great  work.  ••  •• 
A  peevjlh  man  would  perhaps  ex¬ 
claim,  Was  it  indeed  worth  while 
to  be  boyn,  if  all  ends  with  this 
life  jW— And  yet,  even  in  this  cafe, 
thvead-lace  ought  not  to  be  pro¬ 
scribed  ;  it  was  not  worth  while 
indeed  to  come  into  the  world, 
folely  to  make  lace ;  but,  once 
born,  we  mull  work  at  fomething, 
jn  order  to  bear,  without  wearinefs, 
every  inflant  even  of  a  life  which 
fhould  not  require  lace-making  for 
its  fupport :  as  to  the  nature  of  the 
work,  let  us  not  find  fault  with  th^t 
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of  others,  before  we  juftly  eflimate 
our  own.  •  •  *  Can  we  find  many 
of  our  fellow-creatures,  who  on 
their  death  -  bed  are  able  to  ihew 
the  work  of  their  whole  lifei  ••  •• 
worth  the  fmallelt  Hired  of  lace  then 
in  being  ? 

After  this  fingle  mftance  ot 
luxury,  by  which  twenty-five  men 
are  fed  during  fix  months  at  the 
expence  of  another,  by  da  ly  re¬ 
ducing  his  revenue  from  80  to  55, 

I  think  that,  without  being  an  em 
thufiaft  or  declaimer,  it  would  be 
difficult,  even  for  a  good  man,  in 
the  right  fenfe  of  the  word,  to 
withffimd  the  pleafure  (although 
perhaps  rather  of  the  mifehievous 
kind)  of  obferving  that  little  more 
is  wanted  beyond  two  fuch  fancies 
as  wre  have  ilated,  to  bring  the 
proprietor,  reduced  in  the  origin 
from  140  {hillings  to  Sc,  and  then 
from  80  to  55  -  to  bring  him,  I 
fay,  exactly  tc  the  level  of  the 
cultivator,  whom  he  has  brought 
down  to  ^d.  or  red.  and  of  the  me¬ 
chanic  cn  whom  he  has  bellowed 
1  id,  or  1 2d.  however,  I  am  wil¬ 
ling  to  allow  him  24  for  his  real, 
perfonal,  and  daily  confumption. 
T'wenty-four  pence  !  will  it  be  faid, 
“  What  fignifies  being  fo  rich,  to 
confume  fo  little  !”  Yes,  twenty- 
four  pence  ;  and  this  is  by  much 
too  much,  if  we  dedudt,  as  we 
ought,  from  the  price  of  each  ar¬ 
ticle  fuppofed  to  be  confumed  by 
the  rich,  the  fum  that  remains  m 
the  hands  of  the  pilferers  of  all 
kinds,  who  Hand,  unknown  to  him 
between  him  and  that  article.. — 
How !.  what  fay  you  then  to  that 
plate  of  green  peas  which  coils  6, 
8,  or  10  guineas!— -But,  my  good 
friend  the  confumer  of  green  peas, 
if  you  knew  how  many  pilferers  it 
conceals,  of  whom  vou  have  not 
the  leaf!  idta  !  if  you  knew  how 
many  wants  it  has  fupplied  to 
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fbrne,  how  many  indulgences  of 
luxury  ir  has  procured  to  others, 
be  tore  it  found  its  way  to  the  table 
of  an  epicure,  or  of  an  oftentatious 
man  !  — -  Let  us  try  to  enumerate 
them  :  workers  of  mines  and  quar¬ 
ries,  mafons,  carpenters,  glaziers, 
colliers,  lock-fmiths,  Englifli,  and 
French  tailors  fo»  the  common-fpice 
trade  ;  Dutch  feamen,  for  the  more 
precious  kinds  ;  blips  of  war  of  the 
three  powers,  mdifpenlable  for  the 
protection  of  the  merchantmen 
employed  on  thofe  objects  ;  wood- 
feilers  in  Sweden,  fail -cloth  wea¬ 
vers  in  Ruffia  ;  fliip  builders,  pilots, 
admirals  of  the  three  nations,  htif- 
bandmen  bulled  in  the  tour  parts 
of  the  world  in  procuring  food  tor 
themfclves,  in  order  to  prepare 
food  lor  all  thofe  wood-fellers,  gla- 
zieis,  admirals,  |&c.  excluiive  of 
the  Dutch  gardener,  and  the  French 
cook  who  alone  can  worthily  crown 
the  m:ghty  operation.-— Imagina¬ 
tion  loles  itfelf  in  that  Angle  plate 
of  green  peas.  How  many  re¬ 
ductions  from  16  pence  to  8,  and 
from  8  to  4,  have  been  required  to 
produce k  !  It  is  inconceivable  that 
It  fhould  not  fell  for  more  than 
6  or  8  guineas  but  if  each  of 
thofe  pilferers  above  mentioned 
takes  back  the  final!  portion  by 
which  he  has  increafed  the  intnnfic 
value  of  the  article  ••  ■  O  ye,  who 
mud  have  f wallowed  up  500  pro- 
pert  es,  in  order  to  ear,  without 
being  guilty  of  extravagance,  that 
plate  of  green  peas,  and  who  flatter 
yourfelves  with  the  idea  of  having 
confumed  on  that  day  fifty  or  fixty 
crowns  worth,  learn  and  reflect 
henceforward,  without  remorfe  and 
without  vanity,  that  you  have  not 
fpent  above  half  one  penny,  the 
real  value  of  any  other  difti  of 
greens  which  you  might  have  fub- 
diluted  to  the  peas  you  have  con- 
fumed. 


u  Scrutinize,  in  the  fame  manner, 
your  wearing  apparel ;  choofe,  like 
a  child,  what  pleafes  raoft  the  eyes 
of  the  body  ;  or,  like  a  faftuous 
man,  all  that  is  mod  impoling  to 
the  eyes  of  the  imagination  ;  or, 
mifer-iike,  that  which  cods  lead 
money  ;  or,  in  fine,  like  a  man  of 
fenfe,  what  your  means  or  your 
tafle  incline  you  to  wear;  the  differ¬ 
ence,  as  to  efifentials,  is  little  or 
none.  It  cannot  be  pofitively 
aflerted,  that  your  confumption  will 
be  more  or  lets  condderable  in  one 
than  in  the  other  cafe  ;  but  recol¬ 
lect  that  thread  lace,  for  which  you 
could  not  pay  lefs  than  2.27I.  10s. 
becaufe  there  band  between  you 
and  the  pound  of  flax  from  which 
it  has  been  extracted,  35  or  40 
intermediate  pilferers,  to  be  fed 
during  fix  months this  lace, 
however,  in  fpite  of  that  extrava¬ 
gant  price,  could  not,  as  you  have 
feett's,  be  let  down  to  account  a- 
mongfl  the  articles  of  your  real  and 
perfonal  confumption,  for  more 
than  fix  pence,  fuppofed  to  be  the 
intriniic  value  of  a  pound  weight 
of  flax,  which  has  gone  through 
fo  many  hands  to  be  converted  into 
lace.  Now,  on  this  principle,  you 
might  be  wrapped  in  lace  from 
head  to  foot  :  and  your  entire 
mummy,  inbead  of  prefenting  to 
the  eye  of  a  fwern  appraifer  a  con¬ 
fumption  of  30  or  40,00c!.  would 
in  tb  s  indent  of  its  higheft  fpien- 
dor,  only  prefen t  him  with  a  tie- 
vaftation  of  aoolb.  of  flax,  facrificed 
to  decorate  that  mummy,  or  to 
hide  its  defeats. — And  as  the  ob¬ 
ject  would  be  2odb.  of  flax,  the 
value  of  which  is  fully  known  by 
the  number  of  people  to  whom  it 
would  afford  fupport,  in  dead  of 
dealing  fo  lightly  as  I  did  with  a 
Angle  pound,  when  I  introduced 
my  patriarch,  the  appraidr  would 
reckon  with  you  rigoroufly ;  he 
M  4  *  would 
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would  confide r,  that  in  the  hands 
of  the  arts,  no  part  of  the  works  of 
the  creation  can  be  loll  ;  that,  as 
it  is  their  triumph,  fo  it  is  their 
duty,  to  divide  into  to,  20,  or  30 
parts,  whatever  requires  fetch  a  di¬ 
vision,  in  order  that  each  may  re¬ 
ceive  the  degree  of  utility  of  which 
it  is  fufceptible,  _  and  which  the 
arts  are  bound  to' account  for  to 
fiocrety  j  the  appraifer  would  then- 
carry  you  to  the  lace-merchant,  in 
order  to  lav  before  you  ten  diffe¬ 
rent  forts  of  an  inferior  lace,  taken 
from  parts  chofen  fuccefiively  after 
that  which  ferves  you  for  a  wrap¬ 
per,  and  d.efc  ending  fiill  from  pil- 
fery  to.  pilfery,  he  would  at  laid, 
inveigle  you  in  the  cabins  of  fome 
pretended  wretch,'  where  he  would 
ihew  you  the  quantity  of  coarfe 
and  fubffantial  fhirts,  neeeffary  to 
teach  you  that  3  or  qlbv  of  flax,  at 
the  moth,  are  the  only  pofhble  de- 
•vaflations  your  mummy  can  be  re¬ 
proached  with,  as  two  (hillings  are 
the  only  expence  your  vanity  can 
boaft  of  in  the  23  or  30,  000!.  which 
;you  could  p  re  fume  to  have  con¬ 
sumed, 

“  Yet,  let  us  grant  fomething  to 
the  pretended  importance  of  being 
pofTefled-.of,  300  properties,  each  of 
them  fufficierit  to  the  fnpport  of 
.one  man.  I  fhall  accordingly  fup- 
pofe  you  to  be  habitually  clothed 
in  thofe  fluffs,  which,  to  the  uich- 
nefs  of  the  materials  that  compote 
-them,  join  the  perfection  of  work - 
man  flap,  '(Which- concerns  you,  as 
you  have  teen,  un  no  other  light, 
but  that  cReifher  a  benevolent,  or 
an  unintentional  provider  for  the 
necefiary  confumption  of  the  la- 
fbo.uring  man)  but  loib.  of'  frill, 
as  they  come  out  of  nature’s  hands, 
iare  -not'  wofth  ,30  fhillings  : — with¬ 
out  .enquiring  #hy  they  may  then 
be  valued  at  30  fliiilings,  bring  all 
jfche  other  parts  of  your  drefs  ,to 
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the  touchftone  I  have  furnlfhed 
you  with  ;  conlider,  that  it  yon 
wear  the  fame  coat  every  day,  it 
would  be  far  from  being  worn  out 
at  the  end  of  the  year,— and  how 
far  it  would  be  of  courfe  from 
Handing  tor  two  or  three  pence  in 
the  account  of  your  daily  confump- 
tion  add  thereto  vour  real  and 
perfonal  waitings  in  coals,  wood, 
pomatum,  eflenees,  elixirs,  &c..  va¬ 
lued  after  the  fame  principle  at 
what  a  diflance  you  ftill  remain 
from  the  24  pence  I  have  granted 
you  for  confumption  !  —  And  do 
not  fay  that  you  renew  vour  coat 
every  feafon  ; — had  you  fvvallowed 
up  3 coo  in flead  of  500  properties, 
and  fhould  -you  change  c oaths 
every  day,  your  real  confumption 
would  not  be  the  greater  for  it: 
would  not  your  valet  de  chambre, 
to  whom  you  fhould  have  given 
that  fuit  ol  cloaths,  for  which  you 
had  paid  40  guineas,  and  which 
you  had  worn  only  once  u  ould 
not,  I  fay,  your  valet  de  chambre. 
fell  it  for  15  guineas  to  an  old 
cloaths -man,  who  would  get  oL 
for  it  from  a  flrolling  player  ?'*— > 
Be  pleafed  now  to  trace  that  fuit 
from  Paris'  to  Lifie,  to  Brufiels, 
Dre-fden,  Poland,  Ruflia  ;  fee  how 
many  people  will  get  a  livelihood 
by  carrying  it  about  ;  how  many 
guineas  it  will  bring  to  the  travel¬ 
ling  Rofci-us,  who  will  fhine  in  fo 

O  ' 

many  countries  at  your  expence  ; 
refiebt  on  the  revolutions  which  the 
elegance  of  that  drefs  will  occalion 
in  the  modes  at  Peterfbu rgh  ;  how 
many  draughtiinen,  embroiderers, 
Working  people  of  all  forts,  will 
be  employed  and  fed,  (thanks  to 
your  ■ luxury),  in  copying  that 
mafler-piece  of  tafle  and  fancy  — 
'This  is  not  all  ;  you  might  pro- 
‘  baldy,  at  the  end  of  15  years, 
mPet  •  again  in  Paris  with  the  fiVme 
fuit,  cut  into  fmall  pieces,  in  the 


An  APOLOGY  for  LUXURY. 


hands  of  fome  ladies  of  the  fir  ft 
rank,  bufily  engaged  in  unweaving 
the  rags,  to  fend,  as  fo  >n  as  poftible, 
thofe  precious  relics  of  your  feem- 
ingiy  fpoiled  cloaths,  to  Lyons, 
&c.  where  ten  workmen  are  waiting 
its  arrival,  to  get  bread  by  relloring 
to  it  a  great  part  of  its  former 
value,  under  another  form.  -  And 
you  would  prefume  to  have  con- 
fumed  it  ?  ••  ••  The  work  of  God  is 
not  ffo  .eaiily  -deftroyed,  nor  his 
beneficence  fo  eaiily  concentered. 

Was  it  worth  being  fo  rich,  to 
con  fume  fo  little  r* 

“  Where  you  to  fay,  Is  it  worth 
while  to  commit  an  injuftice  in  or¬ 
der  to  orow  rich,  when  we  can  con- 
fume  but  fo  little,  and  when  the 
means  are  fo  numerous  of  pilfering 
fo  lawfully  all  that  is  wanted  for 
confurnption  ?  I  could  then  under¬ 
hand  you  but  fince  you  are  in 
polfdfion  of  coo  properties  without 
having  been  guil  y  of  injuftice  ;  it 
js  fomething  to- refled  that  they  are 
really  to  you,  the  fource  of  num- 
berl.cfs  enjoyments  which  you  have 
it  in  your  power  to  render  worthy 
of  a  rational  being  :  and*  as  the 
continuance  of  thofe  enjoyments 
depends  entirely  on  the  health  and 
bodily  ftrength  of  fo  many  others 
who  are  to  contribute  thereto,  it  is 
fomething  to  be  confcious  that  we 
find  our  own  pleasures  in  the  in- 
tereft  of  others  ;  it  is  fomething  to 
refled,  that  thefe  pleafures  are  a 
very  gentle  mean,  deviled  moll 
probably  b  y  an  u-niverfal  watch¬ 
ful  nefs,  to  induce  you  to  provide 
men  deftitute  of  every  thing,  with 
that  modicum  of  goods  which  was 
not  granted  to  them,  and  which, 
lieverthelefs,  being  neeeffary  for 
their  fuftenancc,  is  fufiicient  to 
the’r  moderation,  and  prevents  their 
feeling  die  privation  of  all  the  reft  : 
it  is  fomething  to  refled,  that  you 
feed  in  fad  5-0,  too,  500  perhaps 
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of  your  brethren,  among  ft  whom, 
these  are  1  ,  1-5,  30,  as  well  feef 
as  yourfelf,  fince  they  live  on  what 
comes  from  your  table.  As  to  the 
other  ,  whofe  laces  you  will  never 
fee,  lince  Lome  of  them  are  at  Pe¬ 
kin,  in  Arabia,  at  Con  flan  t  mop  le, 
and  others  in  r  ranee  Ruflia, 
be  allured  that,  with  much  lefs 
meat  than  you,  but  more  bread, 
potatoes,  or  rice,  and  a  few  gbiftfs 
of  an  acid  liquor,  the  idea  of  which, 
whilft  I  venture  to  fpeak  of  it,  is 
enough  to  crifp  all  your  nerves, 
they  are  as  contented,  as  happy  as 
you,  becaufe  they  confume,  with¬ 
out  any  refledion,  without  any7-  fo- 
licitude  for  the  morrow,  all  they 
want,  in  order  to  view  that  mor¬ 
row  with  the  fame  tranquillity.— 
Would  it  not  be  unjuft  in  that 
Being,  who  weigheth  the  moun¬ 
tains  in  a  balance  if  there  were, 
amongft  men,  one  condition  more 
u  nfort  u  n ;  te  th  an  ■  a  no  die  r  ?  •  Would 
he  not  be  unjuft,  if  amongft  men, 
there  were  one  condition  more 
defied  than  another  ?  I  fuppofc,  in¬ 
deed,  that  there  exifts  a  Being., 
wdio  weigheth  the  mountains  in  a 
balance,  as  others  have  fuppofed 
that  there  is  a  future  life,  where 
happineis  is  more  vilibly  equal ; 
and  I  have  hitherto  ventured  upon 
fo  many  f  uppofitions  !• — yret  I  would 
beg  leave  to  offer  one  more,  relat¬ 
ing,  though  indiredly  perhaps,  to 
to  the  objed  now  under  conlider- 
ation  ;  but  this  fliall  be  the  laft  :  I 
will  afk  (upon  the  fuppoliti  n  that 
there  really  exifts  a  Being,  not  only 
Eftimator,  Moderator,  but  Creator 
abo  of  all  that  thinks,  wiflies,  and 
can  be  happy)  ••  ..\  yes,  I  prefume 
to  afk,  whether  the  created  being, 
capable  of  conceiving  the  idea  of 
giving  immortality  to  the  creature 
capable  of  wifhing  for  it,  of  fofler- 
ing  the  hopes,  and  feeling  the 
value  cf  it,  would  ndft  be  greater 

than 
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than  the  Creator  himfelf,  if  the  Cre¬ 
ator  had  not  conceived  fuch  an  idea  ? 
—I  freely  confefs,  that  I  fliould 
think  myfelf  better  than  the  Creator, 
had  the  Creator  conceived  fuch  an 
idea  without  putting  it  execution. 

u  I  now  return  to  the  point  which 
requires  no  kind  of  fuppofition,  I 
mean  the  real  confumption. — Let 
.  us  pafs  from  that  very  iniignificant 
pofTeffor  of  500  properties,  to  the 
great ej£  monarch  upon  earth. — 
What  difference  is  there  between 
his  confumption  and  that  of  the 
ineaneft  of  his  fubje&s  ?— He  has 
the  choice  of  every  thing,  fuch  is 
the  ne  plus  ultra  of  his  power : 
three,  four,  or  five  pounds  weight 
of  nourifhing  food,  are  really  as 
fufficient  for  the  one  as  they  are  ne- 
ceffary  to  the  other and  on  all 
points,  what  is  the  objedf  that  pro¬ 
cures  to  the  monarch  either  advan¬ 
tage  orpleafure,  the  price  of  which 
as  paid  by  him,  were  it  even  of 
fourfold  the  value,  is  not  exactly 
compofed,  both  of  the  amount  of 
the  fuftenance  that  was  neceffary  to 
the  production  of  that  objedr,  and 


of  a  fum  which  will  infallibly  pav 
for  other  productions,  which  mu  ft 
be  purchafed  to  forward  new  ones— 
from  which  the  people  will  con- 
ftantly  have  deducted  their  neccft'a- 
ries,  before  they  are  permitted  to 
fatisfy  the  luperfluities,  the  luxu¬ 
ry  of  any  whofoever  ?— Such  is 
that  never-ending  ferew,  that  ador¬ 
able  chain,  which  nothing  can  hop 
or  break,  unlcfs  it  be  the  infanity 
of  a  monfier,  who  fliould  receive 
that  fourfold  price,  arid  bury  it  un¬ 
der  ground,  left  it  fliould  prove 
ufeful  to  fociety.- — That  wretch  was 
very  conliftent  with  his  feelings, 
who  wlfhed  the  Roman  people  to 
have  but  one  head,  that  he  might 
exterminate  the  whole  nation  at  a 
fingle  blow  ;  but  the  phenix  will 
ever  rife  from  its  allies  ;  and  hu¬ 
manity,  noth  all  her  refources,  all 
her  rights,  would  be  reproduced 
from  the  very  hones,  were  it  pof- 
lible  that  not  a  lingle  head  fliould 
efcape  the  fword  of  that  conliftent 
being  who  might  wifli  to  cut  them 
all  off.” 
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[From  the  4th  Number  of  the  Trifle*,  in  the  Gentleman’s 

Magazine.] 


X 

Eo  quod 

Ulecehris  erat  et  grata  novitate  1110- 
rand  us. 

Sped  at  or*  Hor. 

For  novelty  alone,  he  knew,  could 
charm 

The  lawlefs  crowd.  Francis. 

O  treat  on  a  fubjedt,  in  the 
purfuit  of  which  the  moft 
eminent  writers  of  modern  ages 
have  been  fruftrated,  is  certainly 


no  very  eafyr  or  trivial  undertaking, 
and  may  feem  to  require  more  abi¬ 
lities  and  more  experience  than  a 
mere  Trifler  can  poilibly  have  at¬ 
tained.  But  in  an  age  when  efta- 
bliflied  principles  are  received  ra¬ 
ther  as  a  burden  than  an  advantage 
to  fociety  ;  when  fafliion  and  in¬ 
vention  are  become  the  grand  to¬ 
pics  of  meditation  and  employ  ment; 
when  the  leaft  attempt  towards  the 
revival  of  antiquated  and  forgotten 

cu  l'toms 
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eu Homs,  the  fimpleft:  difcovery  of 
new  amufementa,  or  the  propaga¬ 
tion  of  fuch  as  are  not  uni ver* ally 
known,  meet  with  the  moll  liberal 
rewards  and  acknowledgments  from 
every  rank  and  ftation  ;  in  fuch  an 
age,  I  fay,  fome  thoughts  upon  the 
fubjebt  of  Novelty  may  not  be 
found  totally  impertinent,  though 
unfupported  by  that  claim  which 
fhould  chiefly  recommend  them. 

44  Novelty,  like  commodities  of 
every  fort,  becomes  more  or  lefs 
valuable  according  to  its  greater  or 
lefs  degree  of  fcarcity,  and  conti¬ 
nues  to  lofe  part  of  its  influence  as 
new  inventions  become  more  com¬ 
mon,  and  variety  is  enjoyed  with 
greater  frequency.  In  thole  dark 
ages  of  the  world  when  arts  and 

O 

fciences  ferved  no  other  purpofe 
than  to  gratify  the  appetites  of  an 
ignorant  monarch,  or  to  confume 
whole  lives  of  his  fubjeds  in  the 
contemplation  of  what  they  knew 
nothing  more  of,  except  the  mere 
exiftence,  without  the  moft  feeble 
attempts  to  cultivate  or  render  them 
ferviceable  to  the  ends  of  moral  in- 
fHtutions  or  natural  appearances. 
Novelty  may  be  faid  to  have  been 
at  its  higheft  pitch  of  infection.  bo 
little  were  arts  and  fciences  known 
in  thofe  days,  that  the  difcovery  of 
anv  thing  new,  though  never  fo 
trivial,  excited  their  attention  al- 
mo'ft  to  a  degree  of  enthufiafm  ; 
but  fo  ignorant  were  the  people  of 
cultivation,  and  their  genius  fo  in¬ 
capable  of  exertion,  that  they  ad¬ 
mired  it  more  for  its  rarity  than  its 
real  value.  Having  no  idea  of  the 
operations  of  any  machine  already 
conftrubted  to  their  hands,  nor  how 
that  conftrudion  was  produced,  they 
could  not  poflibly  place  any  value 
on  that,  the  mere  exiftence  of  which 
was  all  they  could  comprehend. 
The  moft  they  could  prefume  to 
$0,  was  to  ftiew  their  apparent 


knowledge  and  real  regard,  by  re¬ 
maining  fixed  in  a  ftate  of  amaze¬ 
ment  and  ftupidky,  without  once 
enquiring  in  what  manner,  or  to 
what  purpofe,  fo  wonderful  a  piece 
of  mechanifm  had  been  wrought. 
It  was  the  amulement  of  monarchs, 
to  toy  and  dally  with  that  which 
was  the  admiration  of  their  fub- 
jebts.  When  the  Europeans  fir  ft 
introduced  locks  and  keys  into 
America,  the  Virginian  king  was 
fo  ftruck  with  the  addnefs  of  the 
phenomenon,  that  it  was  his  con- 
ftant  employment,  for  fome  time, 
to  turn  the  key,  and  become  door¬ 
keeper  to  his  attendants  :  but,  when 
arts  and  fciences  began  to  fiourifh 
more  diffufeiy  over  the  whole  globe, 
tfi6y  became  the  objects  of  more 
circurnfpebi  attention  ;  the  folly 
and  ignorance  of  preceding  ages 
was  now  beginning  to  wear  off,  and 
thes  e  was  manifeftiy  to  be'  feen  in. 
every  new  difcovery  fomething  that 
called  for  enquiry,  and  demanded 
analyfis.  What  was  difcoveredffa 
this  led  to  the  difcovery  of  fome¬ 
thing  more  myfferious,  and  of 
greater confequence ;  till,  at  length, 
the  whole  body  of  philofophy  was 
laid  open,  its  contents  examined, 
the  thread  of  its  myfteries  unravell¬ 
ed,  and  its  truths  expofed  to  pub¬ 
lic  circumfpe&ion.  By  this  means 
Novelty  is  become  more  common 
and  lefs  ft  liking.  It  muft  be  fome¬ 
thing  of  the  greateft  importance, 
and  fomething  of  the  moft  extra¬ 
ordinary  nature,  that  can  now  ex¬ 
cite  the  public  curio  Pity  j  I  mean, 
that  can  affebt  every  individual 
equally  alike  ;  for  fafhions  are  con¬ 
tinually  changing ;  manners  and 
cuftoms  depend  totally  upon  the 
fancy  and  whimfies  of  the  court ; 
but  revolutions  of  this  fort  are  not 
of  equal  moment  to  all  ranks  of 
people ;  the  great  alone  are  fubjebt 
to  them,  and  to  thefe  I  fhall  very 

{paring!,’ 
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fparingly  allude.  The  late  rage  of 
ballooning,  which  had  f.  read  itlelr 
beyond  even  th  nations  ot  Europe, 
begins  now  to  be  appeafef  :  every 
Tec  ret  of  the  art  is  explored,  and 
every  principle,  that  actuated  the 
powers  of  this  -wonderful  bubble  is 
sen  ered  common  to.  the  moll  igno¬ 
rant  beholder.  Yet  nothing  at  its 
Jail  appearance  met  with  fuch  uni- 
.verfal  attention;  n  r  was  the  in¬ 
vent  ;r  unworthily  » ewarded  :  and 
.1  am  forty  to  remark,  that  fio.cele 
brated  a  nurlery  of  the  aits  ,  and 
fciences,  as  that  XJniverfity  of  which 
I  have  the  honour  to  be  a  member, 
fhould  degrade  itfelf  fo  far  as  to 
fuller  fuch  ingenious  and  truly  phi- 
lofophic  merit  as  that  of  Mr*  , Sad¬ 
ler’s  to  lie  undifimguifhed  by  any 
fmgle  mark  of  efteem,  or  even  at¬ 
tention.  The  improvement  of  an 
invention  oi  fbeh  a  nature,  though 
at  prefent  fo  imperfect,  may  lead 
to  the  difc  >very  of  fomething  more 
confidernhie,  especially  when  inge¬ 
nuity  and  ambition  concur  in  the 
purfuit  of  o;  e  grand  end.  For  an 
ambition  lb  highly  laudable  as  (his 
in ull  be,  rakes  in.  our  minds,  a  de- 
fire,  which,  if  it  once  calls  for  gra¬ 
tification,  w,ii  never  be  refilled,  nor 
ought  we  to  re  lift  a  pa  Hi  on  which 
.may  tend  to  produce  fuch  great  and 
ufefiil  fiervi.ees.  in  eve  y  in  fiance, 
this  pa  non  of  nove’ty  may  ealily 
be  proved:  to  l  e  not  iefs  ufeful  than 
confiderable.  Genius,  however 
dep  efied  by  accident  or  inc  lination, 
mu.fi, at  one  time  or  other,  be  ex¬ 
erted.  A  (fate  of  indolence  and 
*  Ibiicfiude  can  nod  nger  be  endu red 
when  once  the  pad  ions  are  called 
forth  by  the  force  ot  example,  or 
the  hopes  of  encouragement.  The 
warbling  of  birds,  the  f  liing  of 
cafeades,  and  all  the  vari  tv  of  ru- 
'  ral  enjoy  men’s-,  becom  either  nau- 
feous  or  t- talk  bafipid,  when  once 
the  charm  of  Novelty  has  railed 


on  NOVELTY. 

our  defires,  and  its  pleafnres  de¬ 
manded  gratification.  It  is  true 
that  latitude  and • -quiet  are  the  moil 
effectual  requi.lit-es  for  diving  into 
the  myfi cries  of  profound  litera¬ 
ture;  but  while  they  improve  the 
underfland!ngy  and  favour  t he  pur- 
fuits  after  real  knowledge,  genius 
and  tafie  are  left  at  a  di fiance  be¬ 
hind.  Tfie  man  of  the  world, 
who  has  travelled  through  moil  of 
the  countries  in  Europe,  and  care¬ 
fully  obferved  the  diffefenee  be¬ 
tween  their  .manners  and  cufioms  ; 
has  ranged  from  tavern  to  tavern, 
from  coffee- houfe  to  coffee-houfe, 
and  indulged  himielf  with  the  gra¬ 
tification  or  every  enjoyment  ot 
life,  from  the  pomp  and  fph  ndor 
of'  St.  James’s,  to  the  privacy  and 
humility  of  the  44  firaw-built  cot 
may  be  able  to  temper  his  genius, 
and  direbt  his  tafie  to  a  degree  of 
elegance  and  accuracy,  to  which 
the  rural  enthufiafi  is  an  entire 
ffranger.  In  order,  therefore,  to 
correct  the  natural  morality  of  fuch 
a  man’s  temper,  and  to  divert  the 
peculiarities  of  his  manner,  no¬ 
thing  will  be  found  of  greater  ef¬ 
ficacy  than  a  change  of  place,  con- 
verfation,  and  acquaintance.  A 
trap  fit  ion  from  obfeurity  to  public 
attention ;  from  the  fecurities  of 
retirement  to  the  hazards  of  a  riot¬ 
ous  and  yjtio.us  metropolis  ;  from 
the  private  conviviality  of  a  few 
friends  to  a  wide  world  of  acquaint¬ 
ance  ;  from  the  artlefs  melody  of  /a 
nightingale,  to  the  choral  dignity 
of  an  opera  ;  font  the  humble  em¬ 
ployments  of  huibandry,  or  the 
Itudy  of  vegetation,  to  the  match  - 
lei's  fubliinity  of  theatrical  enter* 
tainments,  or  the  matter  and  im¬ 
portance  of  political  fquabbles.j 
cannot  but  awake  him  from  his  le¬ 
thargy,  and  demand  his  attention. 
He  has  now  an  opportunity  of  ai- 
cending  from  fpeculation  to  prac- 
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nee,  from  precept  to  example.  The 
moralid,  who  has  the  i  mere  ft  and 
happinefs  of  a  few  individuals  at 
heart,  muft  expedt  the  rewards  and 
acknowledgements  of  a  few  indivi¬ 
duals  only;  but  he  that  has  all 
mankind  for  his  fubjefft,  will  not 
only  be  rewarded  by  fivch  myriads 
of  thofe  to  whom  his  labours  were 
confecrated,  but  will  receive  the 
particular  diftinciion  of  HIM,  in 
whole  hand  is  the  full  and  foie 
power  of  eompenfati  n  and  up- 
plaufe.  In  order  to  proiefs  this 
latter,  in  any  degree  of  perfection, 
a  large  acquaintance  muft  be  attain¬ 
ed  with  the  world  and  its  foibles, 
which  can  only  be  d  me  by  the  a- 
bove  tranlltion  and  accurate  obfer- 
vation  ;  and  it  generally  happens 
that  this  tranfi  ion  is  e  deeded  mere¬ 
ly  by  the  averfion  whi  h  molt  peo  ■ 
pie  frequently  difeover  to  a  tedious 
return  of  the  fame  pleafures,  and 
the  fame  Uniform  method  of  life. 
At  a  period  when  letters  are  fought 
after  as  the  grand  incentive  to 
earthly  happineis,  and  cultivated 
as  the  moll  indiffolubie  cement  of 
focietv,  I  am  happy  to  obferve, 
that  a  means  of  circulating  them 
by  an  eafv  and  concife  plan  of  pub¬ 
lication  becomes  daily  increafed. 
Within  the  narrow  bounds  of  a 
Magazine  may  be  found,  at  once, 
information,  variety,  and  entertain¬ 
ment.  The  generous  reception 
■with  which  the  Gentlemards  Maga¬ 
zine  ever  has,  and  It i  1 1  continues 
to  be  .honoured,  may  prove  the 
truth  of  rhis  alfertion  ;  nor  can  the 
clofed  imitations  ever  hope  to  rival 
Originality  of  deiig n,  and  a  noble 
fpirit  of  execution  ;  and  I  regard 
as  a  favourable  omen  the  circum- 
ffance  of  having  introduced  myfelf 
to  the  world  by  means  of  fo  ex- 
tenfive  and  communicative  a  miff 
cell  any.  The  warmth  and  fpirit 
which  has  hitherto  buoyed  up  this 
publication,  it  is  to  be  hoped,  will 


dill  continue  to  be  countenanced 
and  app  a u tied :  for,  in  purfuit  of 
any  thing  new,  nothing  can  be  too 
much  applauded,  nothing  too  much 
encouraged.— -I  fliali  here  remark 
an  error  which  parents  are  conti¬ 
nually  guilty  of,  in  refhaming 
their  children  from  that  ffphere  of 
life,  which  the  early  bent  of  their 
genius  has  dlfcbvered  a  (irony  par¬ 
ted  icy  for.  Perhaps  eigfr  out  of 
ten  are  prejudiced-  in  favour  of  a 
travelling-  Lfe ;  a  life  which  the 
moil  dignified  rank*  and  the  mod 
luxurious  enjoyments,  can  never  be 
compared  with,  either  in  point  of 
plealure  or  utility.  To  charm  is 
in  the  power  of  every  kind  of  life ; 
but  to  charm  with  continuance  the 
life  of  a  traveller  can  only  profelM 
He  is  carried  off  in  the  heat  of  his 
euLofity  from  the  contemplation  of 
one  project,  to  others  as  different 
in  their  kind  as  d  iff  ant  in  their  da- 
tion.  Before  one  ple'afure.  has  loft 
vs  power  of  attraction,  another 
fecceeds  in  its  pla  e  ;  from  court 
to  court,  from  country  to  country, 
from  profpeef  to  pro  fpect,  his  at¬ 
tention  is  diverted,  while  every 
frefh  motion  brings  along  with  it 
forne  new  beauty,  orconfelffes  feme 
unknown  truth.  The  boundaries 
of  his  underdanding  are  hereby  ex¬ 
tended,  the  bent  of  his  genius  com¬ 
plied  with,  and  the  ardour  of  his 
curiofity  appeafed.  The  ffudy  of 
arts  and  fciences  is  facilitated  by 
a  continual  fucceffion  of  new  difeo- 
veries.  The  fyflem  of  vegetation 
becomes  more  enlarged,  the  di fiance 
and  ftation  of  countries  more  de¬ 
terminate,  and  their  manners  and 
policy  more  publicly  imderffood. 
In  fliort,  every  pleafure  that  can 
touch  the  heart,  and  every  good 
that  can  improve  the  mind,  is  to  be 
expeded  on!y  .from  the  fulled  en¬ 
joyments  of  variety,  and  the  keen- 
eft  third  of  Novelty  W 
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ADVICE  to  PREBENDARIES. 

[From  Advice  to  the  Clergy  of  every  Denomination  and  Degree,  &c.j 

«tN  confequence  of  a  proper  at-  book, wrill  fufficiently  occupy  all  your 
J[  tention  to  the  admonitions  con-  leifure.  The  re  it  of  your  library 
tained  in  the  preceding  chapters,  is  totally  ufelefs,  except  now  and 
your  are  now  a  canon  of  Wind  for,  then  a  Review,  in  order  to  enable 
or  prebendary  of  Durham,  Canter-  you  to  give  your  opinion  occafion- 
bury,  Wincheller,  or  fome  other  aby  on  recent  publications.  Books 
opulent  cathedral.  You  have  be-  of  divinity  are  quite  out  of  the 
fides,  livings  of  live  or  fix  hundred  qutftion  :  of  thefe  you  have  read 
a-year,  where  the  duty  is  done  by  enough  when  you  had  no  better 
your  curates  for  thiity  or  at  molt  employment:  befides,  in  the  pre¬ 
forty  pounds  per  annum  each.  If  fent  confiitution  of  things,  they 
they  happen  to  have  wives  and  la-  are  all  become  obfolete. 
milies,  they  may  pofiibly  have  fre-  “If,  out  of  frolic,  you  fiiould  at 
quent  occafion  to  exert  their  ceco-  any  time  chufe  to  preach  a  fermon, 
nomical  faculties.  So  much  the  let  the  fubjebt  be  fome  mythical 
better.  Luxury  in  the  inferior  point  of  divinity  ;  fo  that  it  may 
clergy  is  a  vice.  The  apofiles  were  be  totally  unintelligible  to  the  con- 
all  poor  men.  Parfon  Adams,  to  gregation*  The  people  of  which 
the  belt  of  my  recolledtion,  had  not  congregations  are  generally  corn- 
above  twenty  pounds  a- year,  and  po fed,  admire  moil  what  they  leait 
yet  he  wras  perfe&ly  contented  and  underhand.  As  to  the  chrifiiati 
happy.  Thefe  arguments,  if  they  duties  of  humility,  charity,  abfti- 
fhould  prefume  to  complain,  will  nence,  mortification,  and  felf-dc- 
ftop  their  mouths ;  befides  curates  nial,  they  might  do  well  enough 
are  a  mere  drug  ;  fo  that  they  may  whilft  you  were  a  poor  curate, 
decamp  whenever  they  pleafe.  An  Such  topics  would  now  give  oc- 
advertilement  in  the  papers  will  cafion  to  invidious  reflexions :  they 
give  you  the  choice  of  half  a  fcore.  are  duties,  with  which,  in  your 
Charity  begins  at  home.  A  pre-  prefent  lituation,  you  have  no  con- 
bendary  has  occafion  for  every  fifil-  cern.  I  remember  a  young  cler- 
ling  of  his  revenue.  He  mu  ft  keep  gyman*s  preaching  a  fermon  againft 
fervants,  a  good  table,  and  a  car-  adultery,  who  the  night  before  had 
riage.  His  wife  and  daughters  muft  been  furprized  in  bed  with  the  wife 
drels  fafhionably,  frequent  public  ofone  of  his  parilhioners.  As  hecame 
diverfions,  and  play  at  cards.  out  of  the  church,  the  injured  huf- 

u  Cards  are  now  no  longer  the  band  feized  him  by  the  collar  and 
amufement,  but  the  principal  oc-  threw  him  into  a  horfe-pond. 
cupation,  the  bufinefs  of  the  po-  “  We  learn  from  an  old  adage, 
lire  world :  therefore,  as  moil  of  that  a  man  is  beft  known  by  the 
your  time  muft  be  appropriated  to  character  of  his  afi'oeiates.  For 
this  rational,  this  infinitive,  this  this  realbn,  I  muft  admonilh  you 
philofophicafi  this  moral  employ-  not  to  admit  the  minor  canons  tc\ 
,  ment,  you  cannot  fpend  your  morn-  any  degree  of  familiarity.  They 
jngs  better  than  in  the  ftudy  of  are  poor,  and  confequently  men  o*' 
Hoyle,  which,  with  the  other  red  no  chara&er.  You  may  employ  them 

as 
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as  preceptors  to  your  children,  or 
to  luperintend  your  houlehold  dur¬ 
ing  your  abfence,  and  you  may 
now  and  then  admit  them  to  vour 

J 

table  when  you  hare  no  better  com¬ 
pany.  When  you  w  ant  to  get  rid 
of  them,  as  loon  as  they  have 
drank  Church  and  Ring,  you  may 
take  out  your  watch,  and,  looking 
towards  the  bottom  of  the  table, 
fay,  you  fancy  it  is  a  1  moil:  time 
for  evening  prayers.  When  thefe 
thread-bare  drudges  are  gone,  vou 
puili  back  your  wig,  feat  vourfelf 
afrefh  on  your  chair,  open  your 
countenance,  and  patting  the  lid 
of  your  fnuff-box,  facetiouily  apo¬ 
logize  to  the  company  tor  the  ne- 
cellity  of  now  and  then  admitting 
inferiors  to  one's  tub  e.  You  then 
whii'per  a  toall  to  the  baronet,  on 
your  right  hand,  and  letting  down 
your  glals,  you  exclaim,  Vive  la 
bagatelle!  Thus  the  laick  part  of 
the  company  are  relieved  from  all 
lellraint,  and  the  evening  is  fpent 
in  focial  jocundity  and  eafe.  About 
eight  o'clock,  tea  being  announced, 
you  join  the  ladies  in  the  drawing¬ 
room,  where  the  card-tables  being 
prepared,  the  company  Iks  down 
to  crown  whiff,  w’.th  half  a  guinea 
or  a  guinea  on  the  rubber,  and  you 
break  up  between  eleven  and  twelve. 
Such  were  the  lives  of  the  apo tiles 
and  primitive  fathers  of  the  church. 

44  If  there  happens  to  be  a  com¬ 
pany  of  llrolling  players  in  the 
town,  three  nights  in  the  week,  at¬ 
tended  by  your  wife  and  daughters, 
you  may  fpend  at  the  theatre  ;  but 
you  muft  not  lo  far  forget  your 
rank  as  to  mix  with  the  adreffes 
behind  the  feenes ;  that  privilege 
belongs  to  the  younger  clergy. 
Plays,  you  know,  afford  a  moll  ra¬ 
tional  entertainment ;  and  that  they 
have  a  patural  tendency  to  promote 
morality,  is  evinced  by  the  virtu- 
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ous  lives  of  thofe  who  frequent  the 
theatres. 

44  But,  though  this  neceffary  round 
of  anmiements  will  occupy  much 
the  greateff  part  of  your  time,  bufi- 
nefs  mull  not  be  entirely  neglect¬ 
ed.  The  ffudy  of  the  two  red 
books,  with  the  perfeCl  knowledge 
of  which  your  intereft  is  fo  infepar- 
ably  connected,  mult,  on  no  ac¬ 
count,  be  omitted.  One  will  teach 
you  how  to  fill  your  card-purfe, 
and  from  the  other  you  will  learn 
the  names  of  the  great  men  in 
power,  whom  you  are  to  court  in 
expectation  of  a  biihoprick.  Thefe 
fevere  ffudies  will  generally  employ 
your  morning  hours  :  neverthelefs, 
you  will  find  it  neceffary  to  appro¬ 
priate  fome  portion  of  your  time  to 
the  receipt  of  your  rents,  and  cor- 
relpondence  with  your  curates  con¬ 
cerning  your  rvthes.  You  will  al¬ 
io  have  frequent  oceafion  to  write 
letters  to  the  lawyers  and  attornie* 
employed  in  carrying  on  law --funs 
again!!  your  pariihioners.  On  this 
fubjeCl  let  me  conjure  you  never  to 
let  the  feelings  of  humanity  clafii 
with  the  lac  red  intereil  of  the 
church,  nor  warp  the  pious  feve- 
rity  of  divine  julUce.  44  If  you 
yourfelf  were  only  concerned  in 
thefe  litigations,  you  would  be  the 
lad  man  m  the  world  to  ruin  a 
poor  nv.tfi  for  the  non-payment  of 
his  rent,  his  tythe,  or  modus  ;  but 
this  is  the  caufe  of  the  church,  of 
religion,  of  the  whole  body  of  the 
clergy  to  the  lateff  pofterity :  be¬ 
tides  to  fpeak  the  ^ruth,  thefe  farm¬ 
ers  arc  inch  a  pack  of  rafcais  that 
they  deferve  no  compaffion. 

44  I  have  promifed  to  conduCt 
you  to  the  fummit  of  ecclefiadica-1 
dignity  and  preferment ;  and  I  will 
fulfil  that  promiie  :  but  I  muff  in¬ 
form  you,  that  your  attention  to 
rny  admonitions  muff  increaie  in 

pro- 
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proportion  to  your  proximity  to 
the  goal.  Never  forget  that  the 
king  makes  bifhops,  and  that,  con- 
fequently,  the  mini  Her  for  the  time 
being  is  your  foie  objedt.  You  are 
not  yet  fulhciently  elevated  to  make 
a  point  blank  attack  on  a  chancel¬ 
lor  of  the  exchequer  ;  but  by  gra¬ 
dually  extending  your  influence  in 
the  corporation,  and  among  the 
voters  for  the  county  in  your  feve- 
ral  parifbes,  you  will  in  time  at¬ 
tain  the  honour  of  being  mention¬ 
ed  to  him  by  the  peer  that  makes 
the  members  ;  and  your  intereffc  at. 
court  will  increafe  in  proportion  to 
the  increafe  of  your  parliamentary 
intereft  in  the  county.  Mean  while, 
you  mu  ft  be  exceedingly  careful, 
even  when  converling  with  your 
muff  intimate  friends,  never  to  let 
liip  a  fingle  patriotic  ex  pro  film,  nor 
feem  diflatisfied  with  taxes  nor  with 
any  other  meafure  of  government. 
There  are  indeed  many  examples 
in  our  hi  (lory  of  turbulent  men 
forcing  them!  elves  into  power  by 
op  poling  the  miniiler  ;  but,  in  the 
cccleiiallical  line,  that  method  does 
not  fucceed  ;  it  is  therefore  wifely 
abandoned, 

*4  As  to  the  wifdom  and  honed y 


of  the  minifter,  they  are  no  concern 
of  yours.  It  you  fuller  conference 
to  obilruct  your  road  to  preferment, 
I  have  done  with  you  at  once  ;  and 
the  bell  advice  I  can  give  you,  is 
to  retire  to  one  of  your  livings  in 
the  country,  and  fpend  the  remain¬ 
der  of  your  life  in  obfcurity.  But, 
Sir,  1  prefume  you  have  had  a  li¬ 
beral  education,  and  that  you  have 
by  thh  time,  fliook  off  the  tramels 
of  a  religion  of  which  humility, 
fcrupulous  integrity,  and  fclf-de- 
nial  are  the  fundamental  principles ; 
a  religion,  that  preheats  an  infur- 
mountable  bar  to  the  attainment  of 
wealth,  rank,  and  power,  the  de- 
fiderata  of  all  mankind.  Your  fu- 
periors,  in  compliance  with  the 
times,  have  fkipt  over  this  bar  with 
great  agility.  They  yet  preferve 
the  femblance  of  the  old  imprac¬ 
ticable  religion  ;  but  it  requires  ve¬ 
ry  little  penetration  to  ci.fcover, 
that  they  are  iince  profelytes  to  the 
dock rincs  of  that  fublime  philofo- 
pher  Epicurus  who  laughed  at  di¬ 
vine  providence,  who  proved  be¬ 
yond  a  doubt  that  the  foul  dies  with 
the  body,  and  whole  fununum  bonum 
was  picafure.” 
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[From  Tales,  Romances,  Apologues,  Anecdotes,  &c*  in  Two 
Volumes,  tranflated  from  the  French.  ] 


44  ABSCHELI M,  king  of 
-L/  the  Indies,*  poileffed  a  li¬ 
brary  fo  large,  that  it  required  a 
hundred  Bramins  to  revile  and  keep 
it  in  order,  and  a  thoufand  drome¬ 
daries  to  carry  the  books*  As  he 
had  no  intention  to  read  all  it  con¬ 
tained,  he  commanded*  bis  Bramins 
to  make  extradts  from  it,  for  his 


life,  of  whatever  they  judged  moft 
valuab  e  in  every  branch  of  litera¬ 
ture.  Thefe  dodtors  immediately 
undertook  to  form  filch  an  abridg¬ 
ment,  and,  after  twenty  years  la¬ 
bour,  compofed  from  their  feveral 
colledtions  a  fmall  Encyclopedia, 
confiding  of  twelve  thoufand  vo¬ 
lumes*.  which  thirty  camels  could 

fcarcely 
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fcarcely  carry.  They  had  the  ho¬ 
nour  to  prefent  this  to  the  king, 
but  were  aitoniihed  to  hear  him  fay 
he  would  not  tead  a  work  which 
was  a  load  for  thirty  cameis.  They 
then  reduced  their  extracts  fo  that 
they  might  be  carried  by  fifteen, 
afterwards  by  ten,  then  by  four, 
and  then  bv  two  dromedaries.  At 

j 

lad,  no  more  were  left  than  were 
fufficient  to  load  a  mule  of  ordinary 
fize.  Unfortunately,  Dabfchelim 
had  grown  old  while  his  library 
was  abridging,  and.  did  not  expect 
to  live  long  enough  to  read  to  the 

o  o 

end  this  mafter-piece  of  learning. 
The  fage  Pilpay,  his  vilir,  there¬ 
fore,  thus  addrefled  him.  Though 
I  have  but  an  imperfect  knowledge 
of  the  library  of  your  lublime 
majertv,  yet  can  I  make  a  kind  of 
analyfis  of  what  it  contains  ;  very 
fhort,  but  extremely  ufeful.  You 
may  read  it  in  a  minute,  vet  will 
it  afford  you  fufficient  matter  for 
meditation  during  your  whole  life. 

o  y 
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64  ^"T^HE  dean  of  the  cathedral 
J[  of  Badajoz  was  more  learn- 
ed  than  all  the  doctors  of  Salaman¬ 
ca,  Coimbra,  and  Alcala  a  nted. 
He  underftood  all  languages,  living 
and  dead,  and  was  perfect  matter 
of  every  fcience,  divine  and  hu¬ 
man  ;  except  that,  unfortunately, 
he  had  no  knowledge  of  magic,  and 
was  inconfolable  when  he  reflected 
on  his  ignorance  in  that  fublime  art. 
He  was  told  that  a  very  able  ma¬ 
gician  refided  in  the  fuburbs  of 
Toledo,  named  Don  Torribio.  Im¬ 
mediately,  he  faddled  his  mule,  de¬ 
parted  for  Toledo,  and  alighted 
ij  86. 
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At  the  fame  time  the  Vilir  took  the 
leaf  of  a  palm-tree  and  wrote  on  it, 
with  a  pencil  of  gold,  the  four 
following  maxims. 

44  I.  In  the  greater  part  of  fei- 
ences  there  is  only  this  Angle  word, 
perhaps  :  in  all  hiftory  but  three 
ph rales  :  they  were  born,  they 
were  wretched,  they  died. 

44  II.  Take  pleafure  in  nothing 
which  is  not  commendable,  and  do 
every  thing  you  take  pleafure  in. 
Think  nothing  but  what  is  true, 
and  utter  not  all  you  think. 

44  III.  O  ye  kings !  fubdue  your 
pafiions,  reign  over  yourfelves,  and 
you  will  confider  the  government 
of  the  world  only  as  recreation. 

44  IV »  O  ye  kings  !  O  ye  na¬ 
tions  !  liften  to  a  truth  you  never 
can  hear  too  ofteh,  and  of  which 
fophids  pretend  to  doubt.  There 
is  no  happinefs  without  virtue,  and 
no  virtue  without  tke  fear  of  the 
Gods.” 
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at  the  door  of  no  very  fuperb  dwell¬ 
ing,  the  habitation  of  that  great 
man. 

44  Mod  reverend  magician,  faid 
he,  addrefling  himfelf  to  the  fage, 
I  am  the  dean  of  Badajoz.  The 
learned  men  of  Spain  all  allow  me 
their  fuperior,  but  I  am  come  to 
requeft  from  you  a  far  greater  ho¬ 
nour,  that  of  becoming  your  pu¬ 
pil.  Deign  to  initiate  me  in  the 
myfieries  of  your  art,  and  doubt 
not  but  you  fhall  receive  a  grateful 
acknowledgement,  fuitable  to  the 
benefit  conferred,  and  your  own 
extraordinary'  merit. 

jV  *4  Don 
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u  Don  Torribio  was  not  very 
polite,  though  he  valued  him  fell  on 
being'  intimately  acquainted  with 
the  bell  company  in  hell.  He  told 
the  dean  he  was  welcome  to  leek 
ellewhere  for  a  mailer  in,  magic; 
for  that,  for  lbs  part,  he  was  weary 
of  an  occupation  which  produced 
nothing  but  compliments  and  pro-r. 
mifes,  and  that  he  would  not  dif- 
honour  the  occult  fciences,  by 
proilituting  them  *o  the  ungrate¬ 
ful. 

il  To  the  ungrateful  1  cried  the 
dean  :  has  then  the  gr,  at  Don  Tor- 
ribio  met  with  perfons  who  have 
proved  ungrateful!  and  cars  he  fo 
far  mi  (lake  me  as  to  rank  me  with 
fuels  monilers  ?  He  then  repeated 
all  the  maxims  and  apophthegms 
which  he  had  read,  on  the  fub- 
je£t  of  gratitude,  and  every  relined 
fentiment  his  memory  could  fur- 
»ifli. 

“  In  fliort,  he  talked  fo  well  that 
the  conjurer,  after  having  conffder- 
ed  a  moment,  confeffed  he  could 
refufc  nothing  to  a  man  of  fuch 
abilities  and  fo  ready  at  pertinent 
quotations.  Jacintha,  Did  he,  call¬ 
ing  to  his  old  woman,  lay  down 
two  partridges  to  the  fire  ;  I  hope 
my  friend,  the  dean,  will  do  me 
the  honour  to  flip  with  me  to-night. 
At  the  fame  time  he  takes  him  by 
the  hand,  and  leads  him  into.. „h  is 
c  ibinct ;  there,  he  touches  his  fore¬ 
head,  mutteiing  three  my  fie  lions 
words,  which  I  mull  requeft  the 
reader  not  to  forget*  Ortobolan, 

.  Pitlafrier,  Onagriouf ;  then,  with¬ 
out  further  preparation,  he  began 
to  explain,  with  all  poffible  per- 
fpicuity,  the  introductory  elements 
of  his  profound  fcience. 

u  His  new  difciple  liflened  with 
an  attention  which  fcarcrly  per¬ 
mitted  him  to  breathe  ;  when,  on  a 
f ud den,  Jacintha  enters,  followed 
by  a  little’ man,  in  monflrous  boots, 
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and  covered  with  mud  up  to  the 
neck,  who  deiired  to  fpeak  vvitn 
the  dean  on  very  important  bu¬ 
ll  lie  is. 

“  This  was  the  poflillion  of  his 
uncle,  the  bifliop  of  Bada  oz,  who 
had  been  lent  exprels  after  him, 
and  had  galloped  quite  to  Toledo, 
before  he  could  overtake  him  ;  he 
came  to  brine'  him  information 
that,  fome  hours  after  his  depar¬ 
ture,  his  grace  -had  been  attacked 
by  fo  violent  an  apoplexy  that  the 
moll  terrible  confequences  were  to 
be  apprehended.  The  dean  hear¬ 
tily  curfed  (inwardly  that  is,  and 
fo  as  to  oc  call  on  no  fcandal)  at 
once  the  diforder,  the  patient,  and 
the  courier,  who  had  certainly  all 
three  chofen  the  molt  impertinent 
time  poffible.  He  difmifled  the 
poflillion,  telling  him  to  make 
ha  lie  back  by  Badajoz,  whither  he 
would  prefently  follow  him  :  after 
which  he  returned  to  his  leffon,  as 
if  there  were  no  fuch  things  as 
either  uncles  or  apoplexies. 

“  A  few  days  after  he  again  re¬ 
ceived  news  from  Badajoz,  but  fuch 
as  was  well  worth  hearing.  The 
principal  chanter  and  two  old  ca¬ 
nons  came  to  inform  the  dean  that 
his  uncle,  the  right  reverend  bi~ 
fhop,  had  been  taken  to  heaven  to 
receive  the  reward  of  his  piety  ; 
and  that  the  chapter,  canonically 
aflembled,  had  c  ho  fen  him  to  fill 
the  vacant  biilioprick,  and  humbly 
requeued  he  would  coniole,  bv  his 
prefence,  the  afflicted  church  ot 
Badajoz,  now  become  his  fpiritual 
bride.. 

“  Don  Torribio,  who  was  pre- 
fent  at  this  harangue  of  the  depu¬ 
ties,  endeavoured  to  derive  advan¬ 
tage  from  what  he  had  learned, 
and,  taking  affde  the  new  hilltop, 
after  having  paid  him  a  well  turn¬ 
ed  compliment  on  his  promotion, 
proceeded  to  inform  him  that  he 

had 
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had  a  fon,  named  Benjamin,  pof- 
feiied  of  much  ingenuity  and  good 
inclination  ;  but  in  whom  he  had 
never  perceived  either  tafte  or  ta¬ 
lents  for  the  occult  fciences  ;  he 
had  therefore,  he  faid,  advifed  him 
to  turn  his  thoughts  towards  the 
church,  and  had  now,  he  thanked 
heaven,  the  fat  is  faction  to  hear  him 
commended  as  one  of  the  molf  de- 
lervimr  divines  among  all  the  cler- 
gy  of  Toledo  :  he,  therefore,  took 
the  liberty,  moft  humbly,  to  re- 
quefl  his  grace  to  bellow,  on  Don 
Benjamin,  the  deanery  of  Badajoz, 
which  he  could  not  retain  together 
with  his  biflioprick. 

4‘  I  am  very  unfortunate,  replied 
the  prelate,  apparently  fornewhat 
embarrafled  ;  you  will,  I  hope,  do 
me  the  jullice  to  believe  that  no 
thing  could  give  me  fo  great  a 
pleaiure  as  to  oblige  you.  in  every 
requefl.  But,  the  tri/th  is,  I  have 
a  coulin,  to  whom  I  am  heir,  an 
old  ecchTiaitic,  who  is  good  for 
nothing  but  to  be  a  dean  ;  and,  if 
I  do  not  Beftow  on  him  this  prefer¬ 
ment,  I  muff  embroil  myfelf  with 
my  family,  which  would  be  far 
from  agree  Tie.  But,  continued 
he,  in  an  affedlionate  manner,  will 
you  not  accompany  me  to  Bada¬ 
joz  ?  Can  you  be  fo  cruel  as  to 
forfake  me  juft  at  the  moment  when 
it  is  in  my  power  to  be  of  fervice 
to  you  ?  Be  perfuaded,  my  honour¬ 
ed  mailer:  we  will  go  together; 
think  of  nothing  but  the  improve¬ 
ment  of  your  pupil,  and  leave  me  to 
provide  for  Don  Benjamin  :  nor 
doubt  but*  fooner  or  later,  I  will 
do  more  for  him  than  you  exptdl. 
A  paltry  deanery,  in  the  retnoteft 
part  of  Eftremadura,  is  not  a  be¬ 
nefice  fuitable  to  the  fon  of  Inch  a 
man  as  yourfelf. 

44  The  Canon  law  would,  no 
doubt,  have  conllrued  this  offer  of 
the  prelate’s  into  limony.  The 


propofal,  however,  was  accepted  ; 
nor  was  any  fcruple  made  by  either 
of  thefe  two  very  intelligent  per¬ 
forms.  Don  Ton  ibio  followed  his 
illuftrious  pupil  to  Badajoz,  where 
he  had  an  elegant  apartment  a  .ft* 
figned  him,  in  the  epiicopal  palace, 
and  was  treated  with  the  utmoit 
refpedl,  by  all  the  diocefe,  as  the 
favourite  of  his  grace,  and  a  kind 
of  grand  vicar. 

64  Under  the  tuition  of  fo  able  a 
mailer,  the  bilhop  of  Badajoz  made 
a  rapid  progrefs,  in  the  occult 
fciences.  At  fir  ft,  he  gave  himfelf 
up  to  them,  with  an  ardour  which 
might  appear  excelfive  :  but  this 
intemperance  gre  v  be  degrees  more 
moderate  ;  and  he  purfued  them 
with  fo  much  prudence  that  his 
magical  if udies  never  intefered  with 
the  duties  of  his  d'oeefe.  He  was 
well  convinced  of  the  truth  of  a 
maxim,  very  important  to  be  re¬ 
membered  by  ecclefiaftics,  whether 
addicted  to  loreery  or  only  philo- 
fophers  and  admirers  of  literature, 
that  it  is  not  fufficient  to  aflift  at 
learned  noflurnal  meetino’S,  or  a- 

•  •  o  ' 

dorn  the  mind  with  the  embellifh- 
ments  of  human  fcience  ;  but  that 
it  is  alfo  the  duty  of  divines  to  point 
out  to  others  the  way  to  heaven, 
and  plant,  in  the  minds  of  their 
hearers,  wholefome  dodtrine  and 
chrillian  morality. 

44  Regulating  his  condudt  by 
thefe  commendable  principles,  the 
learned  prelate  was  celebrated 
throughout  Chriliendom,  for  his 
merit  and  piety  ;  and  promoted, 
when  he  leaft  expedled  fuch  an 
honour,  to  the  arch  biflioprick  of 
Compoflella. 

44  The  people  and  clergy  of  Ba¬ 
dajoz  lamented,  as  may  be  fup- 
pofed,  an  event  by  which  they  were 
deprived  of  fo  worthy  a  pallor  ; 
and  the  canons  of  the  cathedral,  to 
teflify  their  refpedt,  unanimoufly 
N  z  con.- 
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conferred  on  him  the  right  of  no¬ 
minating  his  fuccefibr. 

u  Don  Torribio  did  not  negledt 
fo  alluring  an  opportunity,  to  pro¬ 
vide  for  hjs  Ion.  He  requefted  the 
bifhoprick  of  the  new  archbifliop, 
and  was  refufed  with  all  imaginable 
politenefs.  He  had,  he  laid,  the 
created  veneration  for  his  old  maf- 
ter,  and  was  both  lorry  and  aili ant¬ 
ed  it  was  not  in  his  power  to  grant 
a  thing  which  appeared  fo  very  a 
trifle  ;  but,  in  fad,  Don  Ferdinand 
de  Lara,  conftable  of  Caftile,  had 
a  Iked  this  fame  bifhoprick,  for  his 
natural  fon  ;  and,  though  he  had 
never  feen  that  nobleman,  he  had, 
he  laid,  fame  fecret,  important,  and, 
what  was  more,  very  ancient  obli¬ 
gations  to  him.  It  was,  therefore, 
an  mdifpenfable  duty  to  prefer  an 
old  benefactor  to  a  new  one :  but 
that  he  ought  not  to  be  difeou raged 
at  this  proof  of  his  juilice.  as  he 
might  learn,  by  that,  what  he  had 
to  exped  when  his  turn  arrived  ; 
which  it  certainly  would  the  very 
hr  ft  opportunity. 

This  anecdote,  concerning  the 
ancient  obligations  of  the  archhi- 
jliop,  the  magician  had  the  good- 
nefs  to  believe  ;  and  rejoiced,  as 
much  as  he  was  able,  that  his  io* 
terefts  were  facrificed  to  thole  of 
Don  Ferdinand. 

u  Nothing,  therefore,  was  thought 
of  but  preparations  for  their  depar¬ 
ture  to  Compoftella,  where  they 
were  now  to  re  fide.  Though  thefe 
were  fcarcely  worth  the  trouble, 
confidering  thefliort  time  they  were 
defimed  to  remain  there  ;  for,  at 
the  end  of  a  few  months,  one  of  the 
Pope’s  chamberlain’s  arrived,  who 
brought  the  archbiihop  a  Cardinal’s 
cap,  with  an  epiflle,  conceived  in 
the  snoli  refpedful  terms,  in  which 
his  Holinefs  invited  him  to  affifr, 
by  his  counfel,  in.  the  govern¬ 
ment  of  the  Cluiilian  world  ;  per¬ 


mitting  him,  at  the  fame  time,  to 
difpofe  of  his  mitre,  in  favour  of 
whom  he  pleafed. 

u  Don  Torribio  was  not  at  Com- 
pofteila,  when  the  courier  of  the 
holv  father  arrived.  He  had  been 
to  fee  his  fon,  who  (fill  continued  a 
pried,  in  a  lmall  parifh,  at  Toledo; 
but  he  prefently  returned,  and 
was  not  put  to  the  trouble  of  afk- 
ing  for  the  vacant  archhifhoprick. 
The  prelate  ran  to  meet  him  with 
open  arms. 

u  My  dear  mallei',  faid  he,  I 
have  two  pieces  of  good  news  to 
relate  at  once.  Your  difciple  is 
created  a  cardinal,  and  your  fon 
fliall— -fhortly  be  advanced  to  the 
fame  dignity.  I  had  intended,  in 
the  mean  time,  to  have  bellowed 
on  him  the  archbiihop  rick  of  Cotn- 
poflclla  ;  but,  unfortunately  for 
him,  or  rather  for  me,  my  mother, 
whom  we  left  at  Badajoz,  has, 
during  your  ab fence,  written  to  me 
a  cruel  letter,  by  which  all  my 
mcafures  have  been  dilconcerted. 
She  will  not  be  pacified,  unlefs  I 
appoint  for  my  fuccefibr  the  arch¬ 
deacon  of  ray  footer  church,  Don 
Pablos  de  Salazar,  her  intimate 
friend  and  confefibr  ;  file  tells  me 
it  will  occaiion  her  death  if  fine 
fhould  not  be  able  to  obtain  pre¬ 
ferment  for  her  dear  father  in 
God ;  and  I  have  no  doubt  but. 
what  (lie  fays  is  true.  Imagine 
yourfelf  in  my  place,  my  dear  m af¬ 
ter.  Shall  I  be  the  death  of  my 
mother  ? 

“  Don  Torribio  was  not  a  per- 
fon  who  would  incite  or  urge  his 
friend  to  be  guilty  of  parricide 
nor  did  he  indulge  himfelf  in  the 
lead  refentment  againft  the  mother 
of  the  prelate. 

“  To  fay  the  truth,  however, 
this  mother,  he  talked  of,  was  a 
good  kind  of  woman,  nearly  fu- 
peranuated,  who  lived  quietly  with 
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her  cat  and  maid  fervant,  and 
fcarcely  knew  the  name  of  her  con” 
ieffor.  Was  it  likely,  then,  that 
fhe  had  procured  Don  Pablos  his 
archbifhoprick  ?  Was  it  not-  far 
more  probable  that  he  was  in¬ 
debted  for  it  to  a  Gallician  lady, 
his  coufin,  a  young  widow,  at  once 
devout  and  handfome,  in  whofe 
company  his  grace  the  archbifhop 
had  frequently  been  edified,  during 
his  refidence  at  Compoflella  ?  Be 
it  as  it  may  Don  Torn  bio  followed 
his  Eminence  to  Rome.  Scarcely 
had  he  arrived  in  that  city  before 
the  Pope  died.  It  is  eafy  to  ima- 
•gine  the  confequence  of  this  event. 
The  Conclave  met*  All  the  voi¬ 
ces  of  the  facred  college  Were 
unanimous  in  favour  of  the  Spa- 
mfh  cardinal.  Behold  him,  there¬ 
fore,  Pope  ! 

44  Immediately  after  the  ceremo- 

j 

nies  of  his  exaltation,  Don  Terri  - 
bio,  admitted  to  a  fecret  audience, 
wept  with  joy,  while  he  biffed  the 
feet  of  his  dear  pupil,  whom  he 
faw  fill  with  f'o  much  dignity  the 
pontifical  throne.  He  mod  eft  ly  re- 
prefented  his  long  and  faithful  fer- 
vices.  Pie  reminded  his  holinefs 
of  his  promifes  :  thofe  inviolable 
promifes  which  he  had  renewed, 
before  he  entered  the  Conclave.  He 
hinted  at  the  hat  which  he  had 
quitted,  on  receiving  the  tiara ; 
but,  inflead  of  demanding  that  hat 
for  Don  Benjamin,  he  finifhed,  with 
mod  exemplary  moderation,  by 
renouncing  every  ambhious  hope. 
He  and  his  fon,  he  faid,  would 
both  elleem  themfelves  too  happy, 
if  his  Elo-linefs  would  bellow  on 
them,  together  with  his  benedic¬ 
tion,  the  fmallefl  temporal  benefit. 
Such  as  an  annuity  for  life,  fuffi- 
cient  for  the  few  wants  of  an  ec- 
clefiaftic  and  a  philofopher. 

44  During  this  harangue,  the 
fovereign  Pontiff'  confidered  within 


himfelf  how  to  difpofc  of  his  pre¬ 
ceptor.  Ele  reflected  that  he  was 
no  longer  very  neceffary,  that  be 
already  knew  more  of  magic  than 
was  fufficient  for  a  pope,  that  it 
muff  be  highly  improper  for  him 
to  appear  at  the  nodfurnal  affem- 
blies  of  forcerers,  and  affift  at  their 
indecent  ceremonies.  After  weigh¬ 
ing  every  circumflance,  his  Ho- 
linefs  concluded  that  Don  Torribio 
was,  not  only  a  ufelefs  but,  .  a 
troublefome  dependent ;  and,  this 
point  decided,  he  was  no  longer  in 
doubt  what  anfwer  to  return ;  ac¬ 
cordingly  he  replied  in  the  follow¬ 
ing  words,  44  We  have  learned, 
with  concern,  that,  under  the  pre¬ 
text  of  cultivating  the  occult  fci- 
ences,  you  maintain  a  horrible  in- 
tercourfe  with  thefpirit  of  carknefs 
and  deceit ;  wherefore  we  exhort 
you,  as  a  father,  to  expiate  your 
crime  by  a  repentance  prop®rtion- 
able  to  its  enormity.  Moreover, 
we  enjoin  you  to  depart  fiom  the 
territories  of  the  church,  within 
three  days,  under  pain  of  being 
delivered  over  to  the  fecular  arm, 
and  its  mercihffs  flames.’''' 

44  Don  Torribio,  without  being 
difconcerted,  immediately  repeated 
aloud  the  three  myfferious  words 
which  the  reader  was  deli  red  to  re¬ 
member;  and,  going  to  the  win¬ 
dow,  cried  out,  with  all  his  force, 
jacintha,  you  need  (pit  but  one 
partridge,  for  my  friend,  the  dean, 
will  not  fup  here  to  night.  This 
was  a  thunderbolt  to  the  imaginary 
Pope :  he  immediately  recovered 
bom  a  kind  of  1  ranee,  into  which 
he  had  been  thrown  by  the  three 
magic  words,  when  they  were  tint 
pronounced,  and  perceived  that, 
in  (lead  of  being  in  the  Vatican,  he 
was  Hill  at  Toledo,  in  the  cloiet  of 
Don  Torribio,  and  faw,  by  the 
clock,  it  was  not  yet  a  complete 
hour  fince  he  firll  entered  that  la  al 
N  3  cabi- 
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cabinet,  where  he  had  been  enter¬ 
tained  with  fiich  pleafant  dreams. 
In  that  jfhort  time  he  had  imagined 
himfelf  a  Magician,  a  Bifhop,  an 
Archbifhop,  a  Cardinal,  a  Pope, 
and,  at  lalh  found  he  was  only  a 
dupe  and  a  knave.  All  was  illu¬ 
sion,  except  the  proofs  he  had  given 


o^-  his  deceitfulnefs,  and  evil  heart. 
He  inftantly  departed,  without 
fpeaking  a  word,  and,  finding  his 
mule,  where  he  had  left  her,  re¬ 
turned  to  Badajoz,  without  having 
made  the  fmalleft  progrefs  in  the 
fublime  fcience  in  which  he  had 
propofed  to  become  an  adept. 


Interefling  PARTICULARS  refpe&ing  the  DEATH  of 

Captain  COOK. 

[From  the  Narrative  of  David  Samwell,  Surgeon  of  the  Difeoverv. ] 

“  npO  widen  the  breach  be-  on  board  himfelf,  and  it  would 
JL  tween  us,  fome  of  the  In-  have  been  fortunate,  if  our  people 


dians,  111  the  night,  took  away  the 
Difcovery’s  large  cutter,  which 
lay  fwamped  at  the  buoy  of  one 
of  her  anchors :  they  had  carried 
her  off  fo  quietly,  that  we  did 
not  mil's  her  till  the  morning,  Sun- 
day,  February  the  fourteenth.  Cap¬ 
tain  Clerke  loft  no  time  in  wailing 
upon  Captain  Cook,  to  acquaint 
him  with  the  accident:  he  return¬ 
ed  on  board,  with  orders  for  the 
launch  and  I’m  all  cutter  to  go,  un¬ 
der  the  command  of  the  fecond 
lieutenant,  and  lie  oft' the  eaft  point 
of  the  bay,  in  order  to  intercept 
all  canoes  that  might  attempt  to 
get  out ;  and,  if  he  found  it  necef- 
fary,  to  fire  upon  them.  At  the 
fame  time,  the  third  lieutenant  of 
the  Resolution,  with  the  launch  and 
fmall  cutter,  was  fent  on  the  fame 
fervice,  to  the  oppofite  point  of  the 
bay  ;  and  the  mailer  was  difpatched 
in  the  large  cutter,  in  ptirfuit  of  a 
double  canoe,  already  under  fail, 
making  the  bed  of  her  way  out  of 
the  harbour.  He  foon  came  up 
with  her,  and  by  firing  a  few  muf- 
kets,  drove  her  on  fhore,  and  the 
Indians  left  her :  this  happened  to 
be  the  canoe  of  Omea,  a  man  who 
bore  the  title  of  Qrono,  He  whs 


had  fecured  him,  for  his  perftn  was 
held  as  facred  as  that  of  the  king. 
During  this  time,  Captain  Cook 
was  preparing  to  go  on  fhore  him¬ 
felf,  at  the  town  of  Kavaroah,  in 
order  to  fee  11  re  the  perfon  of  Kari- 
opoo,  before  he  fhould  have  time 
to  withdraw  himfelf  to  another  part 
of  the  ifiand,  cut  of  our  reach. 
This  appeared  the  moll  effectual 
flep  that  could  be  taken  on  the  pre- 
fent  occafion,  for  the  recovery  of 
the  boat.  It  was  the  meafure  he 
had  invariably  purfued,  in  fimilar 
c^fes,  at  other  ifiands  in  thefe  feas, 
and  it  had  always  been  attended 
with  the  defired  fuccefs ;  in  fabt,  it 
would  be  difficult  to  point  out  any 
other  mode  of  proceeding  on  thefe 
emergencies,  likely  to  attain  the 
objebt  in  view,  he  had  reafon  to 
fuppoft ,  that  the  king  and  his  at¬ 
tendants  had  fled  when  the  alarm 
was  firil  given  :  in  that  cafe,  it  was 
Captain  Cook’s  intention  to  fecure 
the  large  canoes  which  were  haul¬ 
ed  up  on  the  beach.  He  left  the 
fliip  about  feven  o’clock,  attended 
by  the  lieutenant  of  marines,  a  feiv 
jeant,  corporal,  and  feven  private 
men  :  the  pinnace’s  crew  wrere  alfo 
armed,  and  under  the  command  of 
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Mr.  Roberts.  As  they  rowed  to¬ 
wards  the  (bore,  Captain  Cook  or¬ 
dered  the  launch  to  le.ve  her  Na¬ 
tion  at  the  welt  point  of  the  hay, 
in  order  to  affitl  his  own  boat.  This 
is  a  circmn (ranee  worthy  of  notice  ; 
tor  it  clearly  thews,  that  he  was  not 
unapprehensive  of  meeting*  with  re¬ 
finance  from  the  natives,  or  un¬ 
mindful  of  the  necelTarv  prepara¬ 
tion  for  the  fat  ty  of  hirnlelt  and 
his  people,  I  will  venture  to  fay, 
that  from  the  appearance  of  things 
juikat  that  time,  there  was  nor  one, 
be  tide— him  felt,  who  judged  that 
inch  precaution  was  abfoiuteiy  re- 
quilite  :  fo  little  did  his  conduct  on 
the  occalion,  bear  the  marks  ot 
rafhnefs,  or  a  precipitate  felf-con- 
fidence  !  He  landed,  with  the  ma¬ 
rines,  at  the  upper  end  of  the  town 
of  Kavaroah  :  rhe  Indians  imme¬ 
diately  flocked  round  as  ufiu'al,  and 
ihewed  him  the  cufiornary  marks  of 
refpedt,  by  p roll: rating  themfelves 
before  him.  Tiiere  were  no  fig  ns 
of  hoililities,  or  much  alarm  among 
them.  Captain  Cook,  however, 
did  nor  feem  willing  to  trail  to  ap¬ 
pearances  ;  but  was  particularly  at¬ 
tentive  to  the  difpofition  of  the  ma¬ 
rines,  and  to  have  them  kept  clear 
of  the  crowd.  He  fir  if  enquired 
for  the  king’s  Tons,  two  youths  who 
were  much  attached  to  him,  and 
generally  his  companions  on  board. 
Meifengers  being  lent  for  them, 
they  foon  came  to  him,  and  inform¬ 
ing  him  that  rbeir  father  was  afleep, 
at  a  boule  not  far  from  them,  he 
accompanied  them  thither,  and 
took  the  marines  along  with  them. 
As  he  palled  along,  the  natives  e- 
very  where  profirated  themfelves 
before  him,  and  feemed  to  have 
loll  no  part  of  that  refpedt  they  had 
always  fliewn  to  his  perfon.  He 
was  joined  by  feveral  chiefs,  among 
whom  was  Kanynah,  and  his  hro- 
ther  Koohowrooah.  They  kept  the 
crowd  in  order,  according  to  their 


u fual  cuitom  ;  and  being  ignorant 
of  his  intention  in  coming  on  fhore, 
frequently  afked  him  if  he  warned 
any  hogs,  or  other  provi lions :  he 
told  them  that  he  did  not,  and  that 
his  bu  finds  was  to  fee  the  king. 
When  he  arrived  at  the  houfe,  he 
ordered  fome  of  the  Indians  to  go 
in,  and  inform  Ka  iopoo,  that  he 
waited  without  to  fipeak  with  him. 
They  came  out  two  o'*  three  times, 
and  iniiead  of  returning  any  an- 

•  fp  * 

fwer  from  the  king,  prefen  ted  fome 
pieces  of  red  cloth  to  him,  which 
made  Captain  Cook  filliped  that  he 
was  not  in  the  houfe ;  he  therefore 
delired  the  lieutenant  of  marines  to 
go  in.  The  lieutenant  found  the 
old  man  jufi  awaked  from  fleep,  and 
feemingly  alarmed  at  the  meffage  ; 
but  he  came  out  without  hefitation. 
Captain  Cook  took  him  by  the 
hand,  and  in  a  friendly  manner, 
alked  him  to  go  on  hoard,  to  which 
he  very  readily  vonfented.  Thus 
far  matters  appeared  in  a  favour¬ 
able  train,  and  the  natives  did  not 
feem  much  alarmed  or  apprehen- 
five  of  holl Hit v  on  our  fide  :  at 

j  * 

which  Captain  Cook  expreffed  him- 
felf  a  litile  furprized,  faying,  that 
as  the  inhabitant  of  that  town  ap¬ 
peared  innocent  of  healing  the  cut¬ 
ter,  lie  fhotild  not  moieft  them,  but 
that  he  mull:  get  the  king  on  board. 
Kariopoo  fat  down  before  his  door, 
and  was  furrou tided  by  a  great 
crowd  :  Kanynah  and  his  brother 
were  both  very  aftive  in  keeping 
order  among  them.  In  a  little 
time,  however,  the  Indians  were 
obferved  arming  themfelves  with 
long  fpears,  clubs,  and  daggers, 
and  putting  on  thick  mats,  which 
they  ufe  as  armour.  This  hollile 
appearance  increafcd,  and  became 
more  alarming,  on  the  arrival  of 
two  men  in  a  canoe,  from  the  op¬ 
posite  fide  of  the  bay,  with  the 
news  of  a  ch:ef,  called  Kareemoo, 
having  been  killed  by  one  of  the 
N  4  Difco very’s 
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Difcovery’s  boats,  in  their  p adage 
acrofs  :  they  had  alfo  delivered  this 
account  to  each  of  the  fhips.  Upon 
that  information,  the  women,  uho 
were  lifting'  upon  the  be.tch  at  their 
breakfads,  and  convening  famili¬ 
arly  with  our  people  in  the  boats, 
retired,  and  a  confufed  murmur 
fpread  through  the  crowd.  An  old 
prieft  came  to  Captain  Cook,  with 
with  a  cocoa  nut  in  his  hand,  which 
he  held  out  to  him  as  a  prefent, 
at  the  fame  time  tinging  very  loud, 
lie  was  often  defiled  to  be  blent  but 
in  vain  ;  he  continued  importunate 
and  tfoublefcme,  and  there  was  no 
fuch  thing  as  getting  rid  of  him  or 
his  noife  ;  it  leemed,  as  if  he  meant 
to  divert  their  attention  from  his 
countrymen,  who  were  growing 
more  tumultuous,  and  arming  them* 
(elves  in  every  quarter.  Captain 
Cook,  being  at  the  fame  time  fur- 
rounded  by  a  great  crowd,  thought 
his  firuation  rather  hazardous  :  he 
therefore  ordered  the  lieutenant  of 
marines  to  march  his  fmall  party  to 
the  water-fide,  where  the  boats  lay 
within  a  few  yards  of  the  fhore  : 
the  Indians  readily  made  a  lane  for 
them  to  pafs,  and  did  not  offer  to 
interrupt  them.  The  didance  they 
had  to  go  might  be  about  fifty  or 
fixty  yards  ;  Captain  Cook  follow¬ 
ed  them,  having  hold  of  Kariopoo’s 
hand,  whp  accompanied  him  'very 
willingly  :  he  was  attended  by  his 
■  Wife,  two  fens,  and  feveral  chiefs. 
The  troublefome  old  pried  follow¬ 
ed,  making  the  fame  iavage  noife, 
Kxowa,  the  younger  fon,  went  di- 
yeddy  into  the  pinnace,  expending 
his  father  to  follow  ;  but  jud  as  he 
arrived  at  the  water-fide,  his  wife 
threw  her  arms  about  his  neck,  and, 
with  the  abidance  of  two  chiefs 
forced  him  to  fit  down  by  the  fide 
of  a  double  canoe.  Captain  Cook 
expod ulated  with  them,  but  to  no 
purpofe  i  they  would  not  fuffer  the 
fetag  to  proceed,  telling  him,  that 
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he  would  be  put  to  death  if  he  went 
on  board  the  drip.  Kariopoo,  whofe 
condudf  leemed  entirely  reiigned  to 
the  will  of  others,  hung  down  his 
head,  and  appeared  much  diftrefied. 

While  the  king  was  in  this  fitu- 
ation,  a  chief,  well  kn  wn  to  us, 
of  the  name  of  Coho,  was  obferv- 
ed  lurking  near,  with  an  iron  dag¬ 
ger,  partly  concealed  under  his 
cloke,  feemingly  with  the  inten¬ 
tion  of  dabbing  Captain  Cook,  or 
the  lieutenant  of  marines.  The 
latter  propofed  to  fire  at  him,  but 
Captain  Cook  would  not  permit  it. 
Coho  doling  upon  them,  obliged 
the  officer  to  drike  him  with  his 
piece,  which  made  him  retire.  An¬ 
other  Indian  laid  hold  of  the  fer- 
jeant’s  mulket,  and  endeavoured  to 
wrench  it  from  him,  but  was  pre¬ 
vented  by  the  lieutenant’s  making 
a  blow'  at  him.  Captain  Cook,  fee¬ 
ing  the  tumult  increafe,  and  the 
Indians  growing  more  daring  and 
refolute,  obferved,  that  if  he  were 
to  take  the  king  off  by  force,  be 
could  not  do  it  without  lacrificing 
the  lives  of  many  of  his  people. 
He  then  paufed  a  little,  and  was 
on  the  point  of  giving  his  orders 
to  reimbark,  when  a  man  threw  a 
11  one  at  him  ;  which  he  returned 
with  a  difeharge  of  fmall  (hot, 
(with  which  one  barrel  of  his 
double  piece  was  loaded).  The 
man,  having  a  thick  mat  before 
him,  received  little  or  no  hurt :  he 
brandillied  his  fpear,  and  threaten¬ 
ed  to  dirt  it  at  Captain  Cook,  who 
being  dill  unwilling  to  take  away 
his  life,  inrlead  of  firing  with  ball, 
knocked  him  down  with  his  mulket. 
He  expollulated  lirc.ngly  with  the 
mpli  forward  of  the  crowd,  upon 
their  turbulent  behaviour.  He  had 
given  up  all  thoughts  of  getting  the 
king  on  board,  as  it  appeared  im¬ 
practicable  ;  and  his  care  was  then 
only  to  a 61  upon  the  defenfive,  and 
to  fecure  a  iafe  embarkation  for  his 
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fmall  party,  which  was  clofely  prefix¬ 
ed  by  a  body  of  feveral  thouDnd 
people,  Keowa,  the  king’s  foil, 
who  was  in  the  pinnace,  being  a- 
larmed  on  hearing  the  fir  it  firing, 
was,  at  his  own  entreaty,  put  on 
ffore  again  ;  for  even  at  chat  time, 
Mi’.  Roberts,  who  commanded  her, 
did  not  apprehend  that  Captain 
Cook’s  perion  was  in  any  danger  : 
otherwife  he  would  have  detained 
the  prince,  which,  no  doubt,  would 
have  been  a  great  check  on  the  In¬ 
dians.  One  man  was  obferved,  be¬ 
hind  a  double  canoe,  in  the  adtion 
.of  darting  his  fpear  at  Captain 
Cook,  who  was  forced  to  fire  at 
him  in  his  own  defence,  but  hap¬ 
pened  to  kill  another  clofe  to  him, 
equally  forward  in  the  tumult  :  the 
ferjcant  observing  that  he  had  miff¬ 
ed  the  man  he  aimed  at,  received 
orders  to  fire  at  him,  which  he  did, 
and  killed  him.  By  this  time,  the 
irapetuollty  of  the  Indians  was 
ibmewhat  repreffed  ;  they  fell  back 
in  a  body,  and  Teemed  daggered  : 
but  being  puffed  on  by  thofe  be¬ 
hind,  they  returned  to  the  charge, 
and  poured  a  volley  of  ilones  among 
the  marines,  who,  without  waiting 
for  orders,  returned  it  with  a  gene¬ 
ral  difeharge  of  mufketry,  which 
was  infiantly  followed  by  a  fire  from 
the  boats.  At  this  Captain  Cook 
was  heard  to  exprefs  his  aftoniff- 
ment :  he  waved  his  hand  to  the 
boats  to  ceafe  firing,  and  to  come 
nearer  in  to  receive  the  marines. 
'Mr.  Roberrs  immediately  brought 
the  pinnace  as  clofe  to  the  fhote  as 
he  could,  without  grounding,  m>t- 
with (landing  the  Blowers  of  ilones 
that  fell  among  the  people ;  but 
Mr.  John  Williamibn,  the  lieuten¬ 
ant,  who  commanded  in  the  launch, 
inlie, id  of  pulling  in  to  the  alfifianee 
of  Captain  Cook,  withdrew  his 
boat  further  off,  at  the  moment 
that  every  thing  feems  to  have  de¬ 
pended  upon  the  timely  exertions 


of  thofe  in  the  boats.  By  his  own 
account,  he  mi  Book  the  fignal :  but 
be  that  as  it  may,  this  circumfiance 
appears  to  me,  to  have  decided  the 
fatal  turn  of  the  affair,  and  to  have 
removed  every  chance  which  re¬ 
mained  with  Captain  Cook,  of  es¬ 
caping  with  his  life.  The  bu.fi  nefs 
of  laving  the  marines  out- of  the 
water,  in  confequence  of  that,  fell 
altogether  upon  the  pinnace  ,*  which 
thereby  became  io  much  crowded, 
that  the  crew  were,  in  a  great  rnea- 
fure,  prevented  from  uiieg  their 
fire-arms,  or  giving  what  alfiftance 
they  might  have  done,  to  Captain 
Cook ;  fo  that  he  feems,  at  the 
molt  critical  point  of  time,  to  have 
wanted  the  alfifianee  of  both  boats, 
owing  to  the  removal  of  the  launch. 
For  notwithftanding  that  they  kept 
up  a  fire  on  the  crowd  from  the  fi~ 
t nation  to  which  they  removed  in 
that  boat,  the  fatal  con  full  on  which 
en filed  on  her  being  withdrawn,  to 
fay  the  leafi  of  it,  muff  have  pre¬ 
vented  the  full  effedl,  that  the 
prompt  co-operation  of  the  twTo 
boats,  according  to  Captain  Cook’s 
orders  muff  have  had,  towards  the 
preservation  of  him  felt  and  his  peo¬ 
ple.  At  that  time,  it  was  to  the 
boats  alone,  that  C  aptajn  Cook  had 
to  look  for  his  iafety  ;  for  when  the 
marines  had  fired,  the  Indians  ruff¬ 
ed  among  them,  and  forced  them 
into  the  water,  where  four  of  them 
were  killed  :  their  lieutenant  was 
wounded,  but  fortunately  efcaped, 
and  was  taken  up  by  the  pinnace. 
Captain  Cook  was  then  the  only 
one  remaining  on  the  rock  :  he  was 
obferved  making  for  the  pinnace, 
holding  his  left  hand  a^ainfi  the 
back  of  his  head,  to  guard  it  from 
the  ftones,  and  carrying  his  muf- 
ket  under  the  other  arm.  An  In¬ 
dian  was  fee-n  following 'him,  but 
with  caution  and  timidity  ;  for  he 
flopped  once  or  twice,  as  if  unde¬ 
termined  to  proceed.  At  laft  he 
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Advanced  upon  him  unawares,  and 
with  a  large  club,  or  common  hake, 
gave  him  a  blow  on  the  back  of  the 
head,  and  then  precipitately  re¬ 
treated.  The  ftroke  feemed  to  have 
(tunned  Captain  Cook  :  he  dagger¬ 
ed  a  few  paces,  then  fell  on  his 
hand  and  one  knee,  and  dropped 
his  rnyfket.  As  he  was  riling,  and 
before  he  could  recover  his  feet, 
another  Indian  dabbed  him  in  the 
back  of  the  neck  with  an  iron  dag¬ 
ger.  He  then  fell  into  a  bite  of 
water  about  knee-deep,  where  others 
crowded  upon  him,  and  endeavour¬ 
ed  to  keep  him  under  :  but  drag¬ 
gling  very  drongly  with  them,  he 
got  his  head  up,  and  calling  his 
looks  towards  the  pinnace,  feemed 
to  folicit  afliflance.  Though  the 
boat  was  not  above  five  or  fix  yards 
eliflant  from  him,  yet  from  the 
crowded  and  confufed  date  of  the 
crew,  it  feems,  it  was  not  in  their 
•power  to  lave  him.  The  Indians 
got  him  under  again,  but  in  deep¬ 
er  water:  he  was,  however,  able 
to  get  his  head  up  once  more,  and 
being  aimed  lpent  in  the  druggie, 
he  naturally  turned  to  the  rock, 
and  was  endeavouring  to  fupport 
himfelf  by  it,  when  a  favage  gave 
him  a  blow  with  a  club,  and  he 
was  feen  alive  no  more.  They 
hauled  him  up  lifelefs  on  the  rocks, 
where  they  feemed  to  take  a  favage 
pleafure  in  ufing  every  barbarity  to 
his  dead  body,  thatching  the  dag¬ 
gers  out  of  each  other’s  hands,  to 
have  the  horrid  fatisfadion  of  pierc¬ 
ing  the  fallen  victim  of  their  bar¬ 
barous  ragec 

I  need  make  no  reflection  on  the 
sreat  lofs  we  fullered  on  this  occa- 
lion,  or  attempt  to  deferibe  what 
we  felt.  It  is  enough  to  fay,  that 
no  man  was  ever  more  beloved  or 
admired  :  and  it  is  truly  painful  to 
refled,  thar  he  feems  to  have  fallen 
a  facrifice  merely  for  want  of  being 
properly  fupported ;  a  fate,  Angu¬ 


larly  to  be  lamented,  as  having  fall¬ 
en  to  his  lot,  who  had  ever  been 
confpicuous  for  Ips  care  of  thole 
under  his  command,  and  who  feem¬ 
ed,  to  the  lad,  to  pay  as  much  at¬ 
tention  to  their  p reservation,  as  to 
that  of  his  own  life. 

If  any  thing  could  have  added 
to  the  fliame  and  indignation  uni- 
verfally  felt  on  the  occafion,  it  was 
to  find,  that  his  remains  had  been 
deferred,  and  left  ex  poled  on  the 
beach,  although  they  might  have 
been  brought  off.  It  appears,  from 
the  information  of  fqur  or  five  mki- 
fhipmen,  who  arrived  on  the  fpot 
at  the  coriclufion  of  the  fatal  bull- 
nels,  that  the  beach  was  then  al- 
mofl  entirely  deferted  by  the  In¬ 
dians,  who  at  length  had  given  way 
to  the  fire  of  the  boats,  and  dii- 
peried  through  the  town  :  fo  that 
there  feemed  no  great  obfiacle  to 
prevent  the  recovery  of  Captain 
Cook’s  body  ;  but  the  lieutenant 
returned  on  board  without  making 

o 

the  attempt.  It  is  unneceffary  to 
dwell  longer  on  this  painf  ul  fubjed, 
and  to  relate  the  complaints  and 
cenfures  that  fell  on  the  conduc'd  of 
the  lieutenant.  It  will  be  i ufficient 
to  obferve,  that  they  were  fo  loud, 
as  to  oblige  Captain  Clerke  publicly 
to  notice  them,  and  to  take  the  depo- 
fitions  of  his  accufers  down  in  writ¬ 
ing.  TheCaptain’s  badftateof  health 
and  approaching  diflblution,it  is  fup- 
pored,  induced  him  to  deftroy  thefe 
papers  a  fliort  time  before  his  death. 

it  is  a  painful  talk,  to  he  obliged 
to  notice  circumfiances,  which  feem 
to  relied  upon  the  character  of  any 
man.  A  Arid  regard  to  truth,  how¬ 
ever,  compelled  me  to  the  infertioii 
of  thefe  fatfs,  which  I  have  offered 
merely  as  fads,  without  prefuming 
to  conned  with  them  any  comment 
of  my  own  :  efteeming  it  the  part 
of  a  faithful  hiflorian,  “  to  exte¬ 
nuate  nothing,  nor  fet  down  aught 
in  malice.” 
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ODE  for  the  NEW  YEAR. 

By  the  Rev.  T.  Warton,  B.  D.  Poet-Laureat. 

k 

ii  T^EAll  to  Jove,  a  genial  ifie, 

44  JL*/  Crowns  the  broad  Atlantic  wave  ; 
u  The  feafons  there  in  mild  afEmblage  finite. 
And  vernal  blofibms  clothe  the  fruitful  prime  ; 

&i  There,  in  many  a  fragrant  cave, 

Dwell  the  Spirits  of  the  brave, 
s<  And  braid  with  amarinth  their  brows  fublime.” 

So  feign’d  the  Grecian  bards,  of  yore; 

And  veil’d  in  Fable’s  fancy-woven  veft 
A  vi  lion  ary  fhore, 

That  faintly  gleam’d  on  their  prophetic  eye 
Through  the  dark  volume  of  futurity  : 

Nor  knew,  that  in  the  bright  attire  they  dred 
Albion,  the  green-haii ’d  heroine  of  the  Well ; 
Ere  yet  file  claim’d  old  Ocean's  high  command, 

And  ihatch’d  the  trident  from  the  Tyrant’s  hand. 

Vainly  flow’d  the  myflic  rhime  1 
Mark  the  deeds  from  age  to  age, 

That  fill  her  trophy-pidtur’d  page  : 

And  fee,  with  all  its  ilrength,  untam’d  by  time, 
Still  glows  her  valour’s  veteran  rage, 

O’er  Calpe’s  cliffs,  and  fleepy  towers. 

When  dream ’d  the  red  fulphureous  fhowers, 

And  Death’s  own  hand  the  dread  artillery  threw; 

While  far  along  the  midnight  main 
Its  glaring  arch  the  flaming  volley  drew ; 

How  triumph’d  Elliott’s  patient  train, 

Baffling  their  vain  confederate  foes ! 

And  met  the  unwonted  fight’s  terrific  form  ; 

And  hurling  back  the  burning  war,  arofe 
Superior  to  the  fiery  florin  ! 

Is  there  an  ocean,  that  forgets  to  roll 
Beneath  the  torpid  pole  ? 

Nor  to  the  brooding  temped  heaves  ? 

Her  hardy  keel  the  ftubbom  billow  cleaves. 
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The  rugged  Neptune  of  the- wintry  brine 
In  vain  his  admamine  bread-plate  wears  1 
To  learch  coy  Nature’s  guarded  mine, 

She  burfts  the  barriers  of  th5  indignant  ice  ; 

O’er  funlefs  bays  the  beam  of  Science  bears  ; 

And  rouzing  far  around  the  polar  deep. 

Where  Drake’s  bold  eniigns  fear’d  to  fweep. 

She  fees  new  nations  dock  to  fome  fell  facrifice, 

Shee  fpeeds,.  at  George’s  fage  command, 

Society  from  deep  to  deep. 

And  zone  to  zone  die  binds  ; 

From  fhore  to  fhore,  o’er  every  land, 

The  golden  chain  of  comrfierce  winds. 

Mean  time,  her  patriot-cares  explore 
Her  own  rich  woof’s  exhaudlefs  ftore  ; 

Her  native  fleece  new  fervour  feels, 

And  wakens  all  its- whirling  wheels. 

And  mock’s  the  rainbow’s  radiant  dye  : 

More  wide  the  labours  of  the  loom  die  fpreads. 

In  firmer  bands  dornedic  commerce  weds, 

And  calls  her  Sider-ide  to  diare  the  tie  : 

Nor  heeds  the  violence  that  broke 
From  filial  realms  her  old  parental  yoke  l 

Her  cities,  throng’d  with  many  an  Attic  dome, 

Afk  not  the  banner’d  badion,  mafiy-proof  j 
Firm  as  the  paftle’s  feudal  roof, 

Stands  the  Briton’s  fociai  home, — 

Hear,  Gaul,  of  England’s  liberty  the  lot?— 

Right,  Order,  Law,  protect  her  fimpled:  plain  f 
Nor  fcorn  to  guard  the  diepherd’s  nightly  fold, 

And  watch  around  the  fored-cor. 

With  confcious  certainty,  the  fvvain 
Gives  to  the  ground  his  truded  grain. 

With  eager  hope  the  reddening  harved  eyes ; 

And  claims  the  ripe  autumnal  gold, 

The  meed  of  toil,  of  induftry  the  prize. 

For  our’s  the  King,  who  boahs  a  parent’s  praife, 
Whofe  hand  the  people’s  fceptre  fways  : 

Ours  is  the  Senate,  not  a  fpecious  name, 

Whofe  aflive  plans  pervade  the  civil  frame  : 

Where  bold  debate  its  nobleb  war  difplays, 

And,  in  the  kindling  hrife,  unlocks  the  tide 
Of  manliell  eloquence,  and  rolls  the  torrent  wide, 

X 

Lienee  then,  each  vain  complaint,  away, 

Each  captious  doubt,  and  cautious  fear  ! 

Nor  blah  the  new-born  year, 

That  anxious  waits  the  fpring’s  flow-fhooting  ray  : 
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Nor  deem  that  Albion's  honours  ceafe  to  bloom. 

With  candid  glance,  th*  impartial  Mule 
Invok’d  on  this  aufpicious  morn. 

The  prefect  leans,  the  didant  feene  pur  fries. 

And  breaks  Opinion’s  fpeculative  gloom ; 

Interpreter  of  ages  yet  unborn, 

Full  right  die  fpells  the  characters  of  Fate, 

That  Albion  dill  (hall  keep  her  wonted  date  t 
Still,  in  eternal  dory,  dime, 

Of  Vi  Tory  the  fea-beat  ferine  ; 

The  fouree  of  every  fplendid  art, 

Of  old,  of  future  worlds  the  uni  verbal  mart. 


PERSIAN  SONG, 

By  Sir  William  Jokes. 

SWEET  Maid,  if  thou  won  kid  charm  my  fight. 
And  bid  thefe  arms  thy  neck  enfold, 

That  roly  cheek,  that  Lily  hand. 

Would  give  thy  poet  more  delight, 

Than  all  Becara’s  vaunted  gold, 

Than  all  the  gems  of  Samarkand. 

Boy,  let  von  liquid  ruby  flow, 

And  bid  thy  pen  five  heart  be  glad. 

Whatever  the  frowning  zealots  lay. 

Tell  them  their  Eden  cannot  feew 
A  dream  fo  clear  as  Roenabad, 

A  bower  fo  fw  eet  as  Mo  fell  ay. 

Oh  !  when  thefe  fair  perfidious  maids, 

Whofe  eyes  our  fecret  haunts  in  fed, 

Their  dear  dedructive  charms  difplay  ; 

Each  glance  my  tender  bread  invades. 

And  robs  my  wounded  foul  of  red, 

As  Tartars  feize  their  de  din’d  prey* 

In  vain  with  love  our  bofoms  glow, 

Can  all  our  tears,  can  all  our  fighs. 

New  ludre  to  thofe  charms  impart  } 

Can  cheeks  where  living  roles  blow, 

Where  Nature  fpreads  her  richeft  dyes, 

Require  the  borrow’d  glofs  of  art ! 

Speak  not  of  fate- — ah  !— change  the  theme. 

And  talk  of  odours,  talk  of  wine, 

Talk  of  the  flowers  that  round  us  bloom  ; 

^Tis  all  a  cloud,  Stis  all  a  dream  ! 

To  love  and  joy  thy  thoughts  confine, 

Nor  hope  to  pierce  the  facred  gloom* 
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Beauty  has  fuch  refidlefs  power, 

That  even  the  chafie  Egyptian  dame 
Sigh’d  tor  the  blooming*  Hebrew  boy  ; 

For  her  how  fatal  was  the  hour, 

When  to  the  banks  of  Nil  us  came 
A  youth  fo  lovely  and  fo  coy. 

But  ah  !  fweet  maid,  my  counfel  hear, 

(Youth  fhould  attend  when  thofe  advife 
Whom  long  experience  renders  fage,) 

While  mulic  charms  the  ravifli’d  ear, 

While  fparkling  cups  delight  our  eyes. 

Be  gay,  and  fcorn  the  frowns  of  age. 

What  cruel  anfwer  have  I  heard! 

And  yet,  by  Heaven,  I  love  thee  dill : 

Can  aught  be  cruel  from  thy  lip  ? 

Yet  fay,  how  fell  that  bitter  word 

From  lips  which  dreams  of  fweet nefs  fill, 

Which  nought  but  drops  of  honey  dp  ? 

Go  boldly  forth,  my  dm  pie  lay, 

Whofe  accents  flow  with  artlefs  eafe. 

Like  Orient  pearls  at  random  ftru-ng  ; 

Thy  notes  are  fweet,  the  dam  I  els  fay  ; 

But,  oh  !  far  fweeter,  if  they  pleafe 

The  nymph  for  whom  thefe  notes  are  fung. 


SONG,  in  the  Comedy  of  the  Heiress. 

FOR  tendernefs  fafhion’d,  in  life’s  early  day, 

A  parent’s  foft  forrows,  to  mine  led  the  way  ; 

The  lelfon  of  pity  was  caught  from  her  eye. 

And  ere  I  knew- language,  I  fpoke  with  a  bgh. 

The  nightingale  plunder’d  the  mate-widow’d  dove. 

The  warbled  complaint  of  the  differing  grove  ; 

To  youth,  as  it  ripen’d,  gave  fentiment  new  : 

The  objedl  dill  changing,  the  fympatby  true. 

Soft  embers  of  paffions  yet  red  in  their  glow  ; 

A  warmth  of  n^ore  pain  may  this  bread  never  know  ! 

Or  if  too  indulgent  the  bleiiing  I  claim, 

Let  the  fpark  drop  from  reafon,  that  Weakens  the  flame1. 

ODE  to  PHILLIS. 

j^From  Horace,  Book  IV.  Ode  xi.  by  Mifs  Seward.] 

SWEET  Phyllis  leave  thy  quiet  home, 

For,  lo  !  the  ides  of  April  come  ! 

Then  haflen  to  my  bower  ; 


A  calk 


POET  R. 


A  cafk  of  rich  Albanian  wine, 

In  nine  years  mellownefs,  is  mine, 
l'o  glad  the  feilal  hour. 

My  garden  herbs,  in  fragrance  warm,. 

Our  various  chaplets  wait  to  form, 

My  tender  ivies  grow, 

That,  twining  in  thy  amber  hair. 

Give  jocund  fpirit  to  thine  air. 

And  whiten efs  to  thy  brow. 

My  wails  with  filver  veffe is  fhine  ; 

Chafle  vervain  decks  the  modefi  fhrine^ ' 

That  longs  with  c- rim  fan  ft  alas 
To  fee  its  foliage  fprinkled  o’er, 

When  the  devoted  lamb  fliali  pour 
The  treafure  of  his  veins. 

Each  houfiiold  girl,  and  menial  boy. 

From  room  to  room  a  did  no  us  fly, 

And  bufy  hands  extend  ; 

The  numerous  fires  are  quiv’ring  bright, 

And,  rolling  from  their  pointed  height, 

The  dufky  wreaths  afcend. 

Convivial  rites  in  my  flic  date, 

Thou,  lovely  nymph,  flialt  celebrate, 

And  give  the  day  to  mirth, 

Which  this  love-chofen  month  divides ; 

This  day  that  deck’d  its  blooming  ides 
With  dear  Maecenas’  birth. 

O  !  not  by  me  my  natal  flar 
Is  half  fo  priz’d !— Then,  nymph,  prepare 
To  grace  its  facred  dawn  ; 

A  wealthier  maid,  in  glittYmg  chains,, 

Thy  noble  Telephus  detains, 

From  humble  thee  withdrawn. 

IMITATION  of  HORACE,  Book  II.  Ode  xvi.  by  Mr. 

H  astings,  on  his  Railage  from  Bengal  to  England, 

•  ;  }  \  y  ,  \  *,  .  ■  -  -r  *:  ;  ' . I 

[From  the  2d  Voh  of  the  Assylum  for  Fugitive  Pieces.] 

FOR  eafe  the  harrafs’d  feaman  prays. 

When  Ecpainodial  tempefts  raife,  1 
The  Cape’s  furrounding  wave  ; 

When  hanging  o’er  the  reef  he  hears, 

The  cracking  mail,  and  fees  or  fears, 

Beneath,  his  watrv  grave. 
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For  eafe,  the  flow  Marat £a  fpoils. 

And  hardier  Sic  erratic  toils, 

While  both  their  eafe  forego  ; 

For  eife,  which  neither  gold  can  buy, 

Nor  robes,  nor  gems,  which  oft  belie, 

The  cover’d  heart,  bellow  ; 

For  neither  gold,  nor  gems  combin’d. 

Can  heal  the  foul,  or  fuffering  mind, 

Lo!  where  their  owner  lies, 

Perch’d  on  his  couch  Dillemper  breathes, 

And  Care  like  fmoke,  in  turbid  wreathes. 

Round  the  gay  ceiling  flies. 

He  who  enjoys  nor  covets  more, 

The  lands  his  father  held  before, 

Is  of  true  blifs  poflefs’d  : 

Let  but  his  mind  unfetter’d  tread, 

Far  as  the  paths  of  knowledge  lead, 

And  wife,  as  well  as  bleft. 

No  fears  his  peace  of  mind  annoy, 

Left  printed  lies  his  fame  dellroy, 

Which  labour’d  years  have  won  ; 

Nor  pack’d  committees  break  his  reft, 

Nor  avarice  fends  him  forth  in  quell 
Of  climes  beneath  the  fun. 

Short  is  our  fpan,  then  why  engage 
In  fchemes,  for  which  man's  transient  age, 

Was  ne’er  by  fate  delign’d  ; 

Why  flight  the  gifts  of  Nature’s  hand, 

What  wanderer  from  his  native  land, 

E’er  left  himfelf  behind  ? 

*  * 

The  reulefs  thought,  and  wayward  will, 

And  difcontent  attend  him  Hill, 

Nor  quit  him  while  he  lives  ; 

At  fea,  care  follows  in  the  wind. 

At  land,  it  mounts  the  pad  behind, 

Or  with  the  poll-boy  drives. 

He  who  would  happy  live  to  day, 

Mull  laugh  the  prefent  ills  away, 

Nor  think  of  woes  to  come  ; 

For  come  they  will,  or  foon  or  late, 

Since  mix’d  at  beft  is  man’s  eflate, 

By  Fleaven’s  eternal  doom. 

To  ripen’d  age  Clive  liv’d  renown’d, 

With  lacks  enrich’d,  with  honours  crown’d, 

His  valour’s  well-earn’d  meed  ; 

Too  long,  alas  !  he  liv’d  to  hate 
His  envied  lot,  and  died,  too  late, 

From  life’s  oppreflion  freed. 
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An  early  death,  was  Elliott’s  *doom, 

1  law  his  op’ning  virtues  bloom, 

And  manly  fenfe  unfold  ; 

Too  foon  to  fade!  I  bade  the  done, 

Record  his  name  *  ’midit  Hordes  unknown* 
Unknowing  what  it  told. 

To  thee,  perhaps,  the  fates  may  give, 

I  with  they  may,  in  health  to  live, 

Herds,  flocks,  and  fruitful  fields ; 
Thy  vacant  hours  in  mirth  to  fhine, 

With  thefe  the  mufe  already  thine, 

Her  prefent  bounties  yields. 

For  me,  O  Shore,  I  only  claim, 

To  merit,  not  to  feek  for  fame, 

The  good  and  juft  to  pleafe  ; 

A  date  above  the  fear  of  want, 

Dome  flic  love,  Heaven’s  choiced  grant, 
Health,  leifure,  peace,  and  eafe. 


ODE  for  his  MAJESTY’S  BIRTH-DAY,  by  the  R 
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Warton,  B.  D.  Poet  Laureat. 


7  HEN  Freedom  nurs’d  her  native  fire 
In  ancient  Greece;  and  rul’d  the  lyre  ; 
Her  bards,  difdainful,  from  the  tyrant’s  brow 
The  tinfel  gifts  of  flattery  tore  ; 

But  paid  to  guiitlefs  power  their  willing  vow  : 

And  to  the  throne  of  virtuous  kings, 

Tempering  the  tone  of  their  vindictive  firings,1 
From  truthds  unprodituted-dhore, 

The  fragant  wreath  of  gratulation  bore. 

*T was  thus  Alceus  fmote  the  manly  chord ; 

And  Pindar  on  the  Perfian  lord 
His  notes  of  indignation  hurl’d. 

And  fp tim’d  the  mindrel-flaves  of  eaflern  Avar, 
From  tremblifty  Thebes  extorting  confcious  fliame 
But  o’er  the  diadem,  by  Freedom’s  flame 
Ilium  d,  the  banner  of  renown  unfurl’d  ; 

Thus  to  his  hiero  decreed, 

’Mongft  the  bold  chieftains  of  the  Pythian  game, 
The  brighted  verdure  of  Cadalia’s  bay  ; 

And  gave  an  ampler  meed 


*  Elliott  died  in  October  1778,  in  his  way  to  ICaugpore,  the  capital  of  Mood- 
ajce  Rvofiu’s  dominions,  being  deputed  on  an  embafiy  to  that  prince,  by  the  governor- 
geriera!  and  countil;  a  monument  yi’as  credited  to  his  memory,  on  the  fpot  where  he 
was  buried'  ;  and  the  Marattas  have  farce  built  a  town  there,  called  Elliott  Gunge,  ot 
Elliott's  town. 
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Of  Pifan  palms,  than  in  the  field  of  Fame 
Were  wont  to  crown  the  car’s  victorious  fpeed  t 
And  hail’d  his  fcepter’d  champion’s  patriot  zeal, 
Who  mix’d  the  monarch’s  with  the  people’s  weal  j 
From  civil  plans  who  claim’d  applaufe, 

And  train’d  obedient  realms  to  Spartan  laws. 

And  he,  fweet  mailer  of  the  Doric  oat, 
Theocritus,  forfook  awhile 
The  graces  of  his  paftoral  ifle, 

The  lowing  vale,  the  bleating*  cote, 

The  cluflers  on  the  lunny  fleep, 

And  Pan’s  own  umbrage,  dark  and  deep, 

The  caverns  hung  with  ivy-twine, 

The  cliffs  that  wav’d  with  oak  and  pine. 

And  Etna’s  hoar  romantic  pile  : 

And  caught  the  bold  Homeric  note, 

In  {lately  founds  exalting  high 
The  reign  of  bounteous  Ptolemy  : 

Like  the  plenty-teeming  tide 
Of  his  own  Nile’s  redundant  flood, 

O  ’er  the  cheer’d  nations,  far  and  wide, 
Diifufing  opulence,  and  public  good  ; 

While  in  the  richly-warbled  lays 
Was  blended  Berenice’s  name, 

Pattern  fair  of  female  fame, 

Softening  with  domeftic  life 
Imperial  fplendour’s  dazzling  rays, 

The  queen,  the  mother,  and  the  wife  ! 

To  deck  with  honour  due  this  feflal  day, 

O  for  a  {train  from  thefe  fublimer  bards ! 

Who  free  to  grant,  yet  fearlels  to  refute 
Their  awful  futfrage,  with  impartial  aim 
Invok’d  the  jealous  panegyric  Mufe ; 

Nor,  but  to  genuine  worth’s  feverer  claim, 

Their  proud  diflindlion  deign’d  to  pay, 

Stern  arbiters  of  glory’s  bright  awards  ! 

For  peerlefs  bards  like  thefe  alone, 

The  bards  of  Greece,  might  bell  adorn, 
With  feemly  fong,  the  Monarch’s  natal  morn ; 
Who,  thron’d  in  the  magnificence  of  peace, 
Rivals  their  richeft  regal  theme  : 

Who  rules  a  people  like  their  own, 

In  arms,  in  polifh  d  arts  fupreme  ; 

Who  bids  his  Britain  vie  with  Greece, 
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An  Irregular  FRAGMENT,  found  In  a  dark  PafTage  in  the  Tower* 

[From  the  2d  Volume  of  Mifs  Williams’s  Poems.] 

Bi  ISE,  winds  of  night !  relentlefs  tempers,  rife  S 
^  Ruhr  from  the  troubled  clouds,  and  o’er  me  roll ; 

In  this  chill  paufe  a  deeper  horror  lies, 

A  wilder  fear  appals  my  liiudd’ring  foul.— 

*Twas  on  this  day,  this  hour  accurft, 

That  nature  Ida r ting  from  repofe 
Heard  the  dire  fhrieks  of  murder  burd— 

Fi  om  infant  innocence  they  role, 

And  Ihook  thefe  folemn  towers ! — »  . 

I  fhudd’ring  pafs  that  fatal  room 
For  ages  wrapt  in  central  gloom ;  — 

1  fhudd’ring  pafs  that  iron  door  ‘ 

Which  Fate  perchance  unlocks  no  more  ; 

Death  fmeard  with  blood  o’er  the  dark  portal  lower* 

How  fearfully  my  ftep  refounds 
Along  thefe  lonely  bounds  : 

Spare,  lavage  blaft !  the  taper's  quiv’ring  fires, 

Deep  in  thefe  gathering  fhadeshs  flame  expires. 

Ye  hoft  of  heav’11  T  the  door  recedes— •  ; 

It  mocks  my  grafp— what  unfeen  hands 

Have  burd  its  iron  bands  ?  - 

No  mortal  force  this  gate  unbar  Pd 
Where  dangr  lives,  wrhich  terrors  guard-*”*  ; 

Dread  powers!  its  {creaming  hinges  clofe  ’ 

On  this  dire  fcene  of  impious  deeds—  •'*'* 

My  feet  are  fix’d  ! — Difro ay  has  bound 
My  dep  on  this  polluted  ground—  j 
But  lo  !  the  pitying  moon,  a  line  of  light  - 

Athwart  the  horrid  darknefs  dimly  throws* 

And  from  yon  grated  window-  chafes  night.— 

Ye  vifions  that  before  me  roll, 

That  freeze  my  blood,  that  fhake  my  foul  I 
Are  ye  the  phantoms  of  a  dream  ?  y 

Pale  ipebtres !  are  ye  what  ye  feem  ? 

They  glide  more  near — 

Their  forms  unfold ! 

Fix’d  are  their  eyes,  on  me  they  bend— 

Their  glaring  look  is  cold  ! 

And  hark  ! — I  hear 

Sounds  that  the  throbbing  pulfe  of  life  fufpend. 

No  wild  illufion  cheats  hy  fight 
**  With  fhapes  that  only  live  in  night 

O  a 
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<4  Mark  the  native  glories  fpread 
44  Around  my  bleeding  brow  ! 

««  The  crown  of  Albion  wreath’d  my  head, 

And  Gallia’s  lilies  twin’d  below  — 

44  When  my  father  fliook  his  fpear, 

44  When  his  banner  fought  the  ikies, 

44  Her  baffled  hod  recoil’d  with  fear, 

44  Nor  turn’d  their  fhrinking  eyes : — * 

44  Soon  as  the  daring  eagle  fprings 
44  To  balk  in  heav’ns  empyreal  light, 

44  The  vultures  ply  their  baleful  wings, 

*•  A  cloud  of  deep’ning  colour  marks  their  flight 
44  Staining  the  golden  day 
44  But  fee  !  amid  the  rav’nous  brood 
44  A  bird  of  fiercer  afpedf  foar— - 
<4  The  fpirits  of  a  rival  race, 

44  Hang  on  the  noxious  blab,  and  trace, 

44  With  gloomy  joy,  his  detlin’d  prey  ; 

44  Inflame  th’  ambitious  wifli  that  thirds  for  blood, 
And  plunge  his  talons  deep  in  kindred  gore. 

44  View  the  flern  form  that  hovers  nigh, 

14  Fierce  rolls  his  dauntlefs  eye 
44  In  fcorn  of  hideous  death  ; 

44  Till  darting  at  a  brother’s  name, 

44  Horror  flirinks  his  glowing  frame, 

44  Locks  the  half-utter’d  gropi, 

44  And  chills  the  parting  breath  : — • 

44  Adonifh’d  nature  heav’d  a  moan  l 
44  When  her  affrighted  eye  beheld  the  hands 
44  She  form’d  to  cherifh  rend  her  holy  bands. 

44  Look  where  a  royal  infant  kneels, 

44  Shrieking,  and  agoniz’d  with  fear, 
n  He  fees  the  dagger  pointed  near 
44  A  much  lov’d  brother’s  bread, 

44  And  tells  an  abfent  mother  all  he  feels : — - 
44  His  eager  eye  he  calls  around; 

44  Where  fhall  her  guardian  form  be  found, 

44  On  which  his  eager  eye  would  red  1 
44  On  her  he  calls  in  accents  wild, 

44  And  wonders  why  her  dep  is  flow 
44  To  fave  her  fud’ring  child  ! — 

44  Rob’d  in  the  regal  garb,  his  brother  bands 
44  In  more  majeflic  woe — ; 

44  And  meets  the  impious  broke  with  bofom  bare, 

44  Then  fearlefs  gralps  the  murd’rer’s  hands, 

44  And  alks  the  minifter  of  hell  to  fpare 
44  The  child  whofe  feeble  arms  fudain 
44  His  bleeding  form  from  cruel  Death.—* 
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In  vain  fraternal  fondnefs  pleads, 

41  For  cold  is  now  his  livid  cheek. 

And  cold  his  laft  expiring  breath: 

And  now  with  afpedt  meek, 

The  infant  lifts  his  mournful  eye, 

44  And  afks  with  trembling  voice,  to  die* 
death  will  cure  his  heaving  heart  of  pain— 

44  His  heaving  heart  now  bleeds — - 

o  k 

Foul  tyrant !  o’er  the  gilded  hour 
That  beams  with  all  the  blaze  of  power, 

44  Remorfe  fliail  fpread  her  thickeft  fliroud  ; 

The  furies  in  thy  tortur’d  ear 
44  Shall  howl,  with  curfes  deep,  and  loud, 

And  wake  diftnuSing  fear  ! 

1  fee  the  ghaftly  fpcftre  rife, 

Whofe  blood  is  cold,  whole  hollow  eyes 
Seem  from  his  head  to  hart— » 

With  upright  hair,  and  fiii  v ’ring  heart, 

Dark  o’er  thy  midnight  couch  he  bends, 
iJ  And  clafps  thy  fhrinking  frame,  tby  impious  ipirit  rends.’* 
Now  his  thrilling  accents  die— - 
His  fhape  eludes  my  fearching  eye— 

But  who  is  he,  convuls’d  with  pain, 

That  writhes  in  every  fw el  ling  vein  ? 

Yet  in  fo  deep  fo  wild  a  groan, 

A  lharper  anguifh  feems  to  live 

Than  life’s  expiring  pang  can  give 
He  d  ies  deferred  and  alone— 

If  pity  can  allay  thy  woes 
Sad  fpirit  they  fhall  find  repofe — - 
Thy  friend,  thy  long-lov’d  friend  is  near! 

He  comes  to  pour  the  parting  tear, 

He  comes  to  catch  the  parting  breath—* 

Ah  heaven  !  no  melting  look  he  wears, 

His  alter’d  eye  with  vengeance  glares; 

Each  frantic  paffion  at  his  foul, 

’Tis  he  has  dafh’d  that  venom’d  bowl 
With  agony,  and  death. 

But  whence  arofe  that  folemn  call  ? 

Yon  bloody  phantom  waves  his  hand, 

And  beckons  me  to  deeper  gloom  — 

Red,  troubled  form  !  I  come — 

Some  unkhown  power  my  ftep  impels 
To  horror’s  fecret  ceils — 

44  For  thee  I  raife  this  fable  pall, 

44  It  fhrouds  a  ghaftly  band  : 

Stretch’d  beneath,  thy  eye  fliail  traye 
44  A  mangled  regal  race: 
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44  A  thoufand  funs  have  roll'd,  jince  light 
44  Rudi’d  on  their  folid  night — 

44  See,  o’er  that  tender  frame  grim  famine  hangs, 

44  And  mocks  a  mother’s  pangs  ! 

The  lad,  lad  drop  which  warm’d  her  veins 
44  That  meagre  infant  drains  — 

44  Then  gnaws  her  fond  fuftaining  bread  — 

44  Stretch’d  on  her  feeble  knees,  behold 
44  Another  vidlim  finks  to  lading  red— 
ic  Another,  yet  her  matron  arms  would  fold 
56  Who  drives  to  reach  her  matron  arms  in  vain— 

44  Too  weak  her  waded  form  to  raife, 

44  On  him  die  bends  her  eager  gaze ; 

44  She  fees  the  foft  imploring  eye 
44  That  afks  her  dear  embrace,  the  cure  of  pain  — 

44  She  fees  her  child  at  didance  die — 

44  But  now  her  deadfad  heart  can  bear 
44  Unmov’d,  the  prefiure  of  defpair — 

44  When  flrd  the  winds  of  winter  urge  their  courfe 
44  O’er  the  pure  dream,  whofe  current  fmoothly  glides^, 
44  The  heaving  river  fwells  its  troubled  tides ; 

44  But  when  tire  bitter  blad  with  keener  force, 

44  O’er  the  high  wave  an  icy  fetter  throws, 

44  The  harden’d  wave  is  fix’d  in  dead  repofe.”— 

44  Say  who  that  hoary  form  ?  alone  he  dands, 

44  And  meekly  lifts  his  wither’d  hands- — 

44  His  white  beard  dreams  with  blood— 

44  I  fee  him  with  a  fmile,  deride 
44  The  wounds  that  pierce  his  fhrivel’d  fide, 

44  Whence  flows  a  purple  flood —  , 

44  But  fudden  pangs  his  bofom  tear— 

44  On  one  big  drop  of  deeper  dye, 

44  I  fee  him  dx  his  haggard  eye 
44  In  dark,  and  wild  defpair! 

44  That  fanguine  drop  which  wakes  his  woe— 

44  Say,  fpirit !  whence  its  fource.” — • 

44  Afk  no  more  its  fource  to  know — 

44  Ne’er  fliall  mortal  eye  explore 
44  Whence  flow’d  that  drop  of  human  gore, 

44  i  ill  the  darting  dead  fliall  rife, 

44  Unchain’d  from  earth,  and  mount  the  Ikies, 

44  And  time  fliall  end  his  fated  courfe.” — 

44  Now  th’  unfathom’d  depth  behold — 

44  Look  but  once  !  a  fecond  olance 

o 

44  Wraps  a  heart  of  human  mold 
44  In  death’s  eternal  trance.” 

44  That  fbapeled  phantom  finking  flow 
44  Deep  down  the  vad  abyfs  below, 

44  Darts,  thro’  the  miffs  that  fliroud  his  frame, 

44  A  horror,  nature  hates  to  name!”' 
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44  Mortal,  could  thine  eyes  behold 
44  All  thole  fullen  mills  enfold, 

44  Thy  lincws  at  the  light  accurlt 
44  Would  wither,  and  thy  heart-firings  bur  11 j 
44  Death  would  grafp  with  icy  hand 
44  Ana  drag  thee  to  our  grizly  band— 

44  Away  !  the  fable  pall  I  fpread, 

44  And  give  to  reft  th  unquiet  dead — 

44  Halle!  ere  its  horrid  Ihroud  enclofe 

44  Thy  form,  benumb’d  with  wild  affright^ 

44  And  plunge  thee  far  thro’  waftes  of  night, 

44  jn  yon  black  gulph’s  abhorr’d  repofe!”— 

As  ftarting  at  each  ftep  f  fly, 

Why  backward  turns  my  frantic  eye, 

That  doling  portal  pall  ?  — 

Two  fullen  lhades  half-feen  advance  !  — 

On  me,  a  blafting  look  they  call, 

And  fix  my  view  with  dang’rous  fpells. 

Where  burning  phrenzy  dwells !  — 

Again  their  vengeful  look— -and  now  a  fpeechlefs  — 

#  #  #  *  %  *  * 


Part  of  an  ODE  to  SUPERSTITION,  publilhed  with 

fome  other  Poems. 

ON  yon’  hoar  fummit,  mildly  bright 
Vvith  purple  ether’s  liquid  light, 

High  o’er  the  world,  the  white  rob’d  Magd  gaze 
On  dazzling  burfts  of  heavenly  fire, 

And  wildly  ftart  at  each  blue  blaze. 

Each  flame  that  flits  with  adverfe  fpire. 

But  fay  what  founds  my  ear  invade? 

From  Delphi’s  venerable  fnade  ? 

The  temple  rocks,  the  laurel  waves  ! 

44  The  God  !  the  God  !”  the  Sybil  cries. 

Her  figure  fvvells !  fhe  foams,  fhe  raves  S 
Her  figure  fvvells  to  more  than  mortal  fize  ! 

Streams  of  rapture  roll  along, 

Silver  notes  afcend  the  ikies. 

Wake,  Echo,  wake  and  catch  the  fong, 

Oh,  catch  it,  e’er  it  dies. 

The  Sybil  fpeaks,  the  dream  is  o’er. 

The  holy  harpings  charm  no  more. 

In  vain  fine  checks  the  God’s  controul, 

His  madding  fpirit  fills  her  frame, 

And  moulds  the  features  of  her  fouI? 

Breathing  a  prophetic  flame.  < 

O  4  .  The 


[zi6]  POETRY. 

*  * 

The  cavern  frowns !  its  hundred  mouths  qnclofe, 

And,  in  the  thunder’s  voice,  the  fate  of  empire  flows* 

Mona,  thy  Druid  rites  awake  the  dead  ! 

Rites  thy  brown  oaks  would  never  dare 
E’en  whifper  to  the  idle  air  ; 

Rites  that  have  chain'd  old  Ocean  on  his  bed. 

Shiver’d  by  thy  piercing  glance, 

Pointlefs  falls  the  hero’s  lance. 

Thy  magic  bids  th’  imperial  eagle  fly, 

And  mars  the  laureate  wreath  of  victory* 

Hark,  the  bard’s  foul  infpires  the  vocal  tiring  ! 

At  ey’ry  paufe  dread  Silence  hovers  o’er : 

While  murky  night  fails  round  on  raven  wing, 

Deepening  the  tempeft’s  howl,  the  torrent’s  roar; 

Chas’d  by  the  morn  from  Snowdon’s  awful  brow, 

Where  late  (lie  fat  and  fcowl’d  on  the  biack  wave  below* 

Lo,  fleel-clad  War  his  gorgeous  ftandard  rears ! 

The  i ed-crofs  fquadrons  madly  rage, 

And  mow  thro’  infancy  ar}d  age  ; 

Then  kifs  the  facred  dull  and  melt  in  tears. 

Veiling  from  the  eye  of  day, 

Penance  dreams  her  life  away  ; 

In  cloytler’d  folitude  file  fits  and  iighs, 

While  from  each  fhrine  (fill  final!  refponfes  rife. 

Hear  with  what  heart-felt  beat,  the  midnight  bell 
Swings  its  flow  fummons  thro’  the  hollow  pile! 

The  weak  wan  votaritl  leaves  her  twilight  cell, 

To  woo  with  taper  dim,  the  winding  ifle  ; 

With  choral  chantings  vainly  to  afpire 

Beyond  this  nether  fphere,  on  rapture’s  wing  of  five. 

We  have  been  favoured,  by  the  AuxKpR,  with  the  following  elegant 
Tribute  to  the  Memory  of  the  late  Lady  Jfrn'nqham.  A  few 
Copies  of  it,  only,  have  been  pointed,  at  the  Solicitation  of  Several 
of  her  Friends. 

LINES  written  in  the  ALBUM, 

At  Cossey  Hael,  Norfolk,  by  Mr.  Jerningham. 

TH  O  U,  to  whofe  facred  page  the  parting  guefl 
Confides  the  workings  of  his  grateful  bread:, 

With  awful  pleafure  o’er  thy  form  I  bend 
My  gift  to  bring— as  brother,  guefl:,  and  friend. 

Farewell,  ye  fliades !  (ah!  not  to  fame  unknown) 

Where  Elegancy  has  rear’d  her  Attic  throne  i 
Whofe  beauties,  to  the  pure  of  tafle  addrefs’d, 

In  Nature’s  charts  munificently  drefs’d ; 

Whofe  foft  amenity,  with  grace  combin’d, 

Pifplay  the  emblem  of  tfye  mailer’s  mind ; 

Farewell 


POETRY. 


£2173 

Farewell !— Say,  {hall  I  not  regret  the  bow’r 
Where  l'ocial  intercourfe  endear’d  the  hour ; 

Where  die,  whofe  footdeps  blefs  this  fylvan  fe at* 

The  pride  and  miflrefs  of  this  calm  retreat, 

Her  foul  illum’d  with  Wifdom’s  piercing  beam, 

Sheds  o’er  the  converfe  her  enlight’ning  gleam  ? 

By  native  Tafte,  that  lure  diredtrefs,  led, 

She  {lores  her  talents  at  the  fountain-head. 

So  the  bright  fun-ftow’r,  on  the  cultur’d  plain, 

A  f  pi  res  impatient  o’er  her  filler  train, 

Unfolds  her  bofom  at  the  dawn  of  day 
To  catch  the  radiance  of  the  folar  ray. 

Ye  fcenes  o’er  which  I  cad  a  ling’ring  view. 

O’er  which  atfedtion  breathes  a  warm  adieu. 

That  hour  I  now  recall  with  plealing  pain. 

Which  gave  your  beauties  to  my  wifti  again  : 

Yet  then,  as  i  approach’d  your  fmiling  iliore, 

Prompt  e.:pe£lation  gladly  hew  before  ; 

Wing’d  vvi'h  gay  hope,  as  nearer  Hill  I  drew, 

Hills,  plains  and  woods  aifum’d  a  brighter  hue  : 

Soft-wreath ’d  in  lilac  veilment,  laughing  May 
With  hailing  afpedt  met  me  on  the  way  : 

The  various  vale  with  eager  Heps  1  prefs’d, 

Praife  on  my  tongue,  an  tranfport  in  my  breaft ; 

O’er  each  lov’d  fpot  I  lent  a  fond  furvey, 

Where  in  the  morn  of  life  I  wont  to  dray  j 
The  winding  walks  by  memory  endear’d, 

Where  with  the  growing  plant?  my  youth  was  rear’d, 
Tmbow’rjng  Blades,  in  whofe  deep  gloom  immers’d, 

Rcfledtion  fed  me,  and  the  Mufes  nurs’d, 

And,  fcreening  from  ny  view  amb  tion’s  fky. 

Pour’d  other  vifions  on  my  raptur’d  eye. 

Yet,  Album,  ere  the  willing  tafk  I  leave, 

Warm  f  pm  the  heart  thefe  doling  lines  receive. 

’Twas  at  the  hour  to  contemplation  due, 

WThen  evening  meek  y  from  the  world  withdrew, 

Beneath  an  aged  oak,  in  penlive  mood, 

I  Sorrow’s  fo  itary  cap'ive  Hood  ; 

When,  from  the  rifted  trunk’s  obfeure  recefs, 

A  voice  breath’d  forth  in  accents  of  didrefs  ; 

Where  !  where  is  Hie  !  pf  mild  and  rev’rend  mien, 

<6  Once  the  lov’d  miff  refs  of  this  fylvan  feene?” — 

Fail’n— fa’ Bn— fall  n — falPn” — a  diHant  voice  replied : 

The  branches  fliviok,  as  if  to  fenfe  allied  ; 

Wild  Terror  flung  his  Hrong  enchantment  round, 

And  evening  hurried.  into  night  profound  ! 

Novv  fond  remembrance  turns  a  willing  light, 

To  dwell  on  gayer  fcenes  of  pad  delight, 

Pleas’d  to  behoid  her,  midd  the  polifh’d  train, 

With  grace,  with  dignity,  her  part  fudain. 
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To  mild  feftivity  by  nature  prone, 

With  inbred  wit  peculiarly  her  own, 

Prompt  ev’ry  fportive  incident  to  feize, 

DifFufing  pleafure  with  a  carelefs  eafe  ; 

Of  pow’r  to  charm  invincibly  poftefs’d, 

Unfelt  fhe  glided  into  every  brealf. 

There  are,  who,  fram’d  with  an  enlighten’d  tafte, 

High  on  the  critic  form  by  judgment  plac’d, 

Who  (marking  well  her  fenfe  with  ftrength  combin’d, 

The  fcintillations  of  her  playful  mind, 

An  aptitude  that  never  loft  its  aim) 

With  brilliant  Sevigne  inwreathe  her  name. 

To  difcontent,  the  vice  of  age,  unknown, 

Her  chearfulnefs  maintain’d  its  envied  throne  : 

The  gay,  the  old,  the  learned,  and  the  young, 

And  they  whofe  heart  pure  elegance  had  ftrung. 

By  the  foft  pow’r  of  her  enchantment  won, 

Would  oft  the  glare  of  throng’d  afl'emblies  fhun, 

To  court  her  ready  wit’s  enliv’ning  beam, 

And  bafk  beneath  its  undulating  gleam. 

Yet  oft  from  thefe  unnotic’d  would  {he  fteal, 

Tofoothe  the  bed-rid  ftretch’d  on  Torture’s  wheel, 

To  fmooth  the  furrow  on  Misfortune's  brow, 

To  warm  the  timid  and  exalt  the  low. 

With  lenient  hand  adminifter  relief, 

And  clofe  the  bleeding  artery  of  grief. 

Ah,  ever  dear  !  ah,  venerable  fhade  ! 

Indulge  this  honour  by  Affetftion  paid. 

Enthron’d  in  blifs,  ah  !  yet  forbear  to  lliun 
This  holy  tribute  from  a  zealous  fon. 

*T  as  mine,  attendant  on  thy  evening  ray, 

To  watch  the  fun-fet  of  thy  bhmielefs  day  ; 

To  fee  thee,  weary  of  th’  unequal  ftrife, 

Shed  the  faint  glimm’rings  of  exhaufted  life, 

And  (heavenly  moralift,  fublimely  great !) 

At  the  dread  opening  of  thy  future  date, 

Teach  by  example,  to  thy  late  If  breath, 

Meeknefs  in  pain,  and  fortitude  in  death. 

INVOCATION  to  RETIREMENT. 

[From  a  poetic  Epistle  to  a  Curate,  by  Josiah  Thom  as,  A.  B.] 

II  ETIREMENT,  hail ! — thy  hofpi table  fhade, 

V  By  blundering  Pride  injurioufly  pourtray’d, 

Demands  my  verfe — could  gratitude  infpire 
T.  he  fage’s  wiidom,  or  the  poet’s  fire, 

How  would  the  Mufe  th’  immortal  theme  prolong, 

And  biefs  thy  fond  encomiaft  and  the  fong ! 

Retirement, 
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Retirement,  hail  S  though  ridiculed  by  Pride, 

Sublime  th’  aiTociates  in  thy. bower  abide. 

Sublime  thy  joys,  however  difavow’d 

By  I  nftincl’s  herd,  the  profligate  and  proud. 

Thougdi  round  thy  bower  no  pompous  buildings  flare. 

Nor  Tafte’s  capricious  vanities  be  there  ; 

Within  the  iweet  recefs  Truth  loves  to  dwell  ; 

And  meek  Simplicity  adorns  the  cell  : 

Learning  the  volume  of  the  world  difplays, 

Blaz’ning  the  wonders  of  the  Sire  of  Days: 

Genius,  with  eye  undazzled  by  the  fun, 

Traces  each  foot  ft  ep  where  Old  Time  has  run  ; 

Science  the  exhauftlefs  univerfe  explores, 

Dives  to  the  bottom,  to  the  fummit  fears  : 

There  Contemplation  by  fage  Wifdom  led, 

44  Holds  her  high  converfe  with  the  mighty  deadft3* 

While  fair  Content  and  Peace,  congenial  powers, 

Crown  with  delight  the  confecrated  hours. 

Retirement,  hail  S  beneath  thy  foftering  care 
The  Mufe  firft  gives  her  callow  wing  to  air; 

To  thee  the  liberal  Arts  their  1  uft re  owe, 

Plants,  that  reward  the  foil  wherein  they  grow,. 

From  thee  the  Poet— whofe  illumin’d  page 
Glows,  like  the  Sun,  above  the  wrecks  of  age  : 

From  thee  the  Sage— whofe  meditative  mind 
Prefcribes  the  Laws  that  civilize  mankind  : 

From  thee  th’  Historian— -whofe  fagacious  pen. 

To  man  inculcates  his  firft  ftudy,  MEN  : 

From  thee  the  keen  Philosopher— -whole  eye 
Darts  through  the  glooms  that  lhroud  futurity . 

From  thee,  Retirement !  ALL  their  glories  claim  ; 

Thine  the  firft  triumphs  in  the  fields  of  fame. 

:  ■  ,  \ 

Blest  is  his  lot,  from  Vice,  from  Folly  free, 

Whofe  tranquil  paffions  are  arrang’d  by  thee!  # 

To  him,  though  Faction’s  difeontented  rout 
Pronounce  deftrudtion— while  themfelves  are  out ; 

Though  counties,  with  endemic  frenzy  curs’d, 

Contend  and  war  which  cypher  (hall  be  firft, 

To  him  the  clamour  but  one  forrow  brings, 

That  men  fliould  madden  for  inch  idle  things.— 

When,  darting  radiance  o’er  the  brightening  iky, 

The  fun  renews  his  race  :  or  while,  on  high 
The  dewy  clouds  involve  the  morning  ray, 

As  loth  to  yield  their  ftation  to  the  day, 

How  fweet  the  opening  morn! — the  genial  hour, 

Retirement!  calls  thy  votary  from  thy  bower, 
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To  meet  fair  health  upon  the  mountain’s  fide  :  ' 
There,  while  blue  mills  the  lower  vallies  hide, 
Health  and  her  rofe-lipt  zephyrs  meet,  to  pay 
Their  balmy  fragrance  to  the  new-born  day. 

When  Evening  hovers,  in  her  noifelefs  car, 
Upon  the  fhadowy  bofom  of  the  air, 

What  time  the  fur,  that  bids  the  dews  arife, 
Drinks  the  lad  radiance  of  the  wedern  Ikies, 

And  Nature  breathes  refrelh’d — quick  let  my  feet. 
Retirement !  haflen  to  thy  lov’d  retreat : 

There,  while  each  paihon  calm’d,  and  wifli  refin’d. 
Expand  the  heart,  and  elevate  the  mind  ; 

Let  Fancy  bear  me  to  th’  immortal  clime, 

Where  Poesy,  above  the  moon  fublime, 

With  Infpiration  dwells — Or,  let  me  hold 
Converfe  « ith  fages  of  the  years  of  old  ; 

And  gleaning  ev’ry  truth  and  moral  ai  t, 

Treafure  ihe  living  harvefl  in  my  heart, 

STANZAS  on  FUTURE  FAME. 

fFrom  Fordyce’s  Poems.] 

Ah  me  !  what  countlefs  myriads  lie  entomb’d, 

To  deep  forgetfulnefs  for  ever  doom’d, 

Who  once  adorn’d  life’s  active  flage, 

Who  fhone  the  winders  of  their  age, 

And  hop’d  pollerity  to  charm, 

By  their  atchievements  to  difarm 
Time’s  ruthlefs  all-oppofing  force, 

And  give  their  fame  an  endlefs  courfe! 

No  more,  alas !  are  heard  the  high  acclaims 
That  promis’d  to  tranfmit  the  glory  of  their  names, 

Thofe  very  names  have  long  on  earth  been  loll  : 

In  folemn  filence  funk  their  loudeft  boail ! 

Soon  were  their  gaudy  enfigns  torn  ; 

Soon  wrere  their  gilded  fcutcheons  worn  j 
Their  marble  monuments  no  more 
Are  feen  to  tell  they  liv’d  before : 

All,  all  is  vanifli’d  like  a  dream. 

Yet  pride  Hill  hopes  to  be  the  theme 
Of  praife  unwearied  to  the  wond’ring  world  ; 

Nor  fears  to  be  forgot,  when  from  its  confines  hurl’d ! 

While  you  are  adling  your  allotted  part, 

Well-tim’d  applaufe,  no  doubt,  will  chear  the  heart, 
Your  languid  powers  demand  fuch  aid ; 

Without  it  virtue  foon  would  fade. 

5 


Virtue, 


POETRY. 

Virtue,  alas!  is  weak  at  beft* 

And  flight  her  hold  upon  the  breaft. 

Self-love  could  ne’er  content  the  mind  : 

She  feeks  the  fandtion  of  her  kind. 

Rut  when  Heav’n’s  awful  verdict  once  is  pad. 
What  can  avail  to  her  Fame’s  fonded,  loudefl  blad  ? 

Or  grant  its  notes  could  pierce  the  ear  of  Death  ; 
They  could  not  yet  reftore  the  vital  breath, 

Or  call  forth  pleafure  in  the  tomb. 

Or  change  or  fix  your  final  doom. 

The  world’s  joint  plaudit  Hill  were  vain  : 

Each  foul  would  in  the  place  remain, 

'  Allign’d  her  by  the  judge  fupreme, 

Whofe  approbation,  or  whole  blame, 

Mu  ft  damp  the  colour  of  her  fate, 

In  th.it  untry ’d,  unfeen,  and  dread  eternal  date* 


VIRTUE  and  ORNAMENT:  an  Ode  to  the 

(From  the  fame  Publication,] 

THE  diamond’s  and  the  ruby’s  rays 
Shine  with  a  milder,  finer  flame, 

And  more  attract  our  love  and  praile 
Than  beauty’s  felf,  if  lod  to  fame. 

But  the  fweer  tear  in  pity’s  eye 

Tranfeends  the  diamond’s  Frighted  beams; 

And  the  foft  blufh  of  Modedy 

More  precious  than  the  ruby  feems. 

The  glowing  gem,  the  fparkling  done, 

May  drike  the  light  with  quick  furprife  ; 

But  Truth  and  Innocence  alone 

Can  dill  engage  the  good  and  wife. 

No  glittering  ornament  or  fhow 
Will  aught  avad  in  grief  or  pain  : 

Only  from  inward  worth  can  flow 
Delight  that  ever  fhali  remain. 

Behold  ye  fair,  your  lovely  queen  ! 

’Tis  not  her  jewels,  but  her  mind  ; 

A  meeker,  purer,  ne’er  was  feen ; 

It  is  her  virtue  charms  mankind  ! 
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PROLOGUE  to  the  HEIRESS. 

By  the  Right  Ron.  Richard  Fitzpatrick, 

AS  fp rightly  fun-beams  gild  the  face  of  day, 

When  lowering  tempers  calmly  glide  awav. 

So  when  the  poet’s  dark  horizon  clears, 

Array’d  in  fmiles,  the  Epilogue  appears. 

She  of  that  houfe  the  lively  emblem  Hill, 

Whole  brilliant  fpeakers  llart  what  themes  they  will  ; 
Still  varying  topics  for  her  fportive  rhymes, 

From  all  the  follies  of  th Hz  fruitful  times  ; 

Uncheck’d  by  forms,  with  flippant  hand  may  cull, 
Prologues,  like  Peers ,  by  privilege  are  dull. 

In  folemn  ft  rain  addrefs  th’  aflembled  pit, 

The  legal  judges  ot  dramatic  wit, 

Confining  fill,  with  dignify’d  decorum, 

Their  obfervations  -  to  the  play  before  ’em. 

Now  when  each  bachelor  a  helpmate  lacks, 

(That  fweet  exemption  from  a  double  tax) 

When  laws  are  fram’d  with  a  benignant  plan 
Of  lightning  burdens  on  the  married  man, 

And  Hymen  adds  one  folid  comfort  more, 

To  all  thofe  comforts  he  conferr’d  before  ; 

To  fmooth  the  rough  laborious  road  to  fame, 

Our  bard  has  chofen — an  alluring  name. 

As  wealth  in  wedlock  oft  is  known  to  hide 
The  imperfedions  of  a  homely  bride, 

This  tempting  title,  he  perhaps  experts, 

May  heighten  beauties— and  conceal  defeds  : 

Thus  Sixty’s  wrinkles  view’d  through  Fortune’s  glafs. 
The  rofy  dimples  of  Sixteen  furpafs  : 

The  modern  Suitor  grafps  his  fair  one’s  hand, 

O’erlooks  her  perfon,  and  adores— Am  land ; 

Leers  on  her  houfes  with  an  ogling  eye , 

O’er  her  rich  acres  heaves  an  arnrous  ligh, 

His  heart-felt  pangs  through  groves  of — timber  vents, 
And  runs  difiraded  for — her  three  per  cents . 

Will  thus  the  poet’s  mimic  Heirefs  find, 

The  bridegroom  critic  to  her  failings  blind, 

Who  claims,  alas !  his  nicer  take  to  hit, 

The  lady’s  portion  paid  in  Jlerling  wit  ? 

On  your  decrees,  to  fix  her  future  fate, 

Depends  our  Heirefs  for  he-r  whole  eft  ate  : 

Rich  in  your  fmiles,  file  charms  th’  admiring  town  * 

A  very  bankrupt ,  fhould  you  chance  to  frown: 

O  may  a  verdid  given  in  your  applaufe, 

Pronounce  the  profp’rous  ifiue  of  her  caufe, 

Confirm  the  name  an  ancient  parent  gave  her, 

And  prove  her  Heiress  of— the  Public  favour. 
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EPILOGUE  to  the  HEIRESS. 

THE  Comic  Mufe,  who  here  eredls  her  flirine, 

To  court  your  offerings,  and  accepts  of  mine, 

Sends  me  to  ftate  an  anxious  author’s  plea, 

And  wait  with  humble  hope  this  court’s  decree. 

By  no  prerogative  will  hie  decide, 

She  vows  an  Englifh  jury  is  her  pride. 

Then  for  our  Heiress  — forc’d  from  finer  air. 

That  lately  farm’d  her  plumes  in  Berkeley-fcpiare  •. 

Will  file  be  helplefs  in  her  new  refort,  - 
And  find  no  friends  about  the  Inns  of  Court  ? 

Sages,  be  candid,  though  you  hate  a  knave. 

Sure,  for  example,  you’ll  a  Rightly  fave. 

Be  kind  for  once,  ye  clerks- — ye  fportive  Sirs, 

Who  haunt  our  theatres  in  boots  and  fpurs. 

So  may  you  fafely  prefs  your  nightly  hobby. 

Run  the  whole  ring— and  end  it  in  the  lobby. 

Lovers  of  truth,  be  kind,  and  own  that  here , 

That  love  is  drain’d  as  far  as  it  will  bear. 

Poets  may  writ o~~~P bllofopbers  may  dream— 

But  would  the  world  bear  truth  in  the  extreme  ? 

What,  not  one  Blandijh  left  behind  !  not  one  ! 

Poets  are  mute,  and  painters  all  undone  : 

Where  are  thofe  charms  that  nature’s  term  furvive. 

The  maiden  bloom  that  glows  at  forty-five? 

Truth  takes  the  pe n c i  1-— * vri nklc-— freckles— fqui n /, 

The  whole’s  transform’d — the  devil’s  in’t, 

Dimples  turn  fears,  the  finile  becomes  a  fcowl! 

The  hair  the  ivy-buffi,  the  face  the  owl. 

But  fiiall  an  author  mock  the  flatterer’s  pow’r  > 

Oh,  might  you  all  be  Blandljhes  this  hour ! 

Then  would  the  candid  jurors  of  the  pit, 

Grant  their  mild  paflport  to  the  realms  of  wit  j 
Then  would  I  mount  the  car  where  oft  I  ride, 

And  place  the  favour’d  culprit  by  my  fide. 

To  aid  our  flight— one  falhionable  hint  — 

See  my  authority  a  Morning  Print— 

6i  We  learn  ’ — obferve  it  ladies — u  France’s  Queen, 

Loves,  like  our  own,  a  heart-diredled  feene  ; 

And  while  each  thought  file  weighs,  each  beauty  fcans, 

“  Breaks,  in  one  night’s  applaufe,  a  fcore  of  fans !” 

L  & eating  her  fan  again/}  her  hand. 
Adopt  the  mode,  ye  belles — fo  end  my  prattle. 

And  fhew  how  you’ll  out-do  a  Bourbon  rattle. 


An 
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An  ITALIAN  SONG. 

-j|  .1;  jj 

[  From  an  Ode  to  Superstition,  &c.  ] 

DEAR  is  my  little  native  vale, 

The  ring-dove  builds  and  warbles  there  ; 
Clofe  by  my  cot  (lie  tells  her  tale 
To  ev’ry  palling'  villager. 

The  fquirrel  leaps  from  tree  to  tree, 

And  fhells  his  nuts  at  liberty. 

In  orange  groves  and  myrtle  bovvers, 

That  breathe  a  gale  of  fragrance  round, 

I  charm  the  fairy-footed  hours 
With  my  lov’d  lute’s  romantic  found  ; 

Or  crowns  of  living  laurel  weave, 

For  thofe  that  win  the  race  at  eve. 


The  fhepherd’s  horn  at  break  of  day, 
The  ballet  danc’d  in  twilight  glade, 
The  canzonet  and  roundelay 
Sung  in  the  blent  green-wood  lhade  ; 
Thefe  hmple  joys,  that  never  fail, 
Shall  bind  me  to  my  native  vale. 
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DOMESTIC  LITERATURE 

Of  the  Year  178 6. 


THE  year  1786  hath  net  been 
remarkable,  either  for  the 
number  or  value  of  its  theological 
productions.  We  meet  with  a  few, 
however,  which  mav  afford  us  de- 
firable  aid  in  o\ir  critical  enquiries; 
or  which  claim  our  notice  from  the 
pious  and  benevolent  intentions 
with  which  they  were  publifhed, 
and  the  reibeCtable  characters  of 
their  authors.  In  this  number  we 
find  44  1  he*  Holy  Bible ;  contain¬ 
ing  the  Books  of  the  Old  and  New 
1  effaments,  carefully  printed  from 
the  firfi  Edition,  (compared  with 
others)  of  the  nrefent  Tranilation: 
with  Notes,  by  the  right  reverend 
father  in  God,  Thomas  Wilfon, 
D.  D.  lord  Bifhop  of  Sodor  and 
Man  ;  and  various  rendering*?,  col¬ 
lected  from  other  Tranflations,  by 
the  reverend  Clement Crutwell,  the 
Editor,”  three  volumes  quarto.  The 
character  of  the  venerable  prelate 
is  eafily  difeovered  in  the  manner 
and  fpirit  with  which  this  work  is 
executed.  He  was  diftinguifhed, 
during  a  very  long  life,  by  the  ex¬ 
cellence  of  his  heart,  and  his  en¬ 
deavours  to  be  ufeful  to  mankind, 
more  than  by  the  fplendor  of  geni¬ 
us,  or  profound  literary  acquire¬ 
ments.  That  reader,  therefore, 
will  be  difappointed,  who  expeCts 
to  meet  in  thefe  volumes  with  much 
critical  information,  or  new.  and 
ingenious  expofitions  of  difficult 
paffkges  of  {capture.  The  good 
17  86. 


bi (hop’s  notes  were  chiefly  intended 
by  him  for  the  familiar  explana¬ 
tion,  or  praCfical  improvement  of 
the  facred  writings,  while  he  read 
them  daily  in  his  family  ;  and,  for 
that  purpofe,  they  were  Written  by* 
him  in  the  margin  of  his  Bible,  as 
they  were  at  different  times  fuggeff- 
ed  by  his  own  mind,  or  collected 
from  the  writings  of  others.  It  will 
not  then  excite  any  furprize,  that 
fo  me  times  they  fhould  appear  rather 
fanciful  and  incongruous  ;  and  de¬ 
fective  in  that  degree  of  reafoning 
and  evidence,  by  which  we  with  all 
interpretations  of  (capture  to  bo 
attended.  Nor  can  we  avoid  la¬ 
menting,  notwithstanding  ail  our 
prejudices  in  favour  of  the  bifhop, 
that  any  fentences  fhould  be  found 
in  his  remains,  which  the  candid 
and  liberal  fpirit  of  an  improving 
age  mud  condemn.  Mr.  Crutwell, 
to  whom  the  revifion  and  publica¬ 
tion  of  this  work  was  entruited  by* 
the  late  Dr.  Thomas  Wilfon,  the 
fon  of  the  bifhop,  hath  greatly  in- 
creafed  its  value,  by  inferring  in 
the  margin,  various  renderings  o£ 
particular  paffkges,  drawn  from  a 
great  number  of  tranflations  and 
verfions  of  the  Bibje.  Thefe  ren¬ 
derings,  together  with  the  biogra¬ 
phical  lketches  of  feveral  of  our 
tranflators  and  commentators,  which 
are  given  us  in  the  preface,  do 
honour  to  the  induflry  and  good 
fenl'e  of  the  editor,  and  will  render 
P  tl|is 
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this  part  of  the  work  not  unaccep¬ 
table  to  the  biblical  fcholar  and 
critic. 

Dr.  HodgfoR,  principal  of  Hert¬ 
ford  College,  Oxford,  hath  acquir¬ 
ed  deferved  praife,  by  his  endeavour 
to  illuftrate  the  meaning  and  beauty 
of  “  Solomon’s  Song,”  which  he 
hath  44  tranflated  from  the  He¬ 
brew.”  Our  author  defignedly 
avoids  all  difquifition  refpeding  the 
fuppofed  myftical  fenfe  of  this  an- 
tient  poem.  His  objed  is,  to  give 
fuch  an  exad  and  literal  tranflation 
of  it,  illuftrated  by  parallel  paff- 
ages  from  antient  authors,  as  fhall 
render  the  allegories  with  which  it 
abounds,  clear  and  intelligible  ; 
while,  at  the  fame  time,  -it  pre- 
ferves  the  diflinguifhing  brilliancy 
of  eaflern  imagery  and  compofition. 
This  talk  he  appears  to  have  exe¬ 
cuted  with  confiderable  fuccefs. 
His  Verfion  is  rendered  with  judg¬ 
ment  and  fidelity ;  and,  in  many 
places  in  which  it  differs  from  our 
common  tranflation,  very  happily 
elucidates  the  fenfe  and  elegant 
fjmplicity  of  the  original.  The 
critical  notes,  likewife,  by  which 
Dr.  Hodgfon  juftifies  his  variations 
and  amendments,  carry  with  them 
equal  marks  of  his  ingenuity,  and 
acquaintance  with  oriental  litera¬ 
ture. 

The  44  Profpedus  of  a  new  Trnn- 
ifation  of  the  Holy  Bible,  from 
correded  Texts  of  the  Originals, 
compared  with  the  ancient  V erfions: 
with  various  Readings,  explanatory 
3STotes,  and  critical  Obfervations,  by 
the  rev.  A.  Geddes,  LL.  D.”  is  a 
publication  which  hath  very  much 
engaged  the  attention,  and  raifed 
the  expectation  of  the  learned.  And 
the  liberal  candid  fpirit  with  which 
it  is  written,  together  with  the  fa- 
tisfadory  tetlimonies  which  it  af¬ 
fords  to  the  extenfive  abilities  of  the 
author,  entitle  it  to  general  appro- 
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bation  and  encouragement.  This 
work  con  lifts  of  an  account  of  the 
hate  of  the  original  text  ;  of  the 
various  edition's  of  the  Bible  in 
different  languages,  with  their  diffe¬ 
rent  charaders,  and  of  the  method 
which  he  intends  to  follow  in  his 
own  edition.  This  account  is,  in 
general  fo  perf'picuous  and  impar¬ 
tial  •  and  the  principles  on  which 
he  propofes  to  proceed,  are  .  fo  fair 
and  reafonable,  that  we  lincerely 
wifh  him  fuccefs  in  his  very  labo¬ 
rious  and  very  important  undertak¬ 
ing.  Dr.  Geddes,  if  we  mi  flake 
not,  is  of  the  communion  of  the 
church  of  Rome.  We  rejoice  to 
find,  that  all  denominations  of 
Chrifti.ms  feeni  willing  to  concur 
in  clearing  the  facrecf  text  from 
thofe  corruptions  and  abfurdiues, 
which  the  negligence  or  ignorance 
of  tranferibers  had  gradually  in¬ 
troduced.  It  is  an  omen  favourable 
to  the  general  diftufion  of  know¬ 
ledge  and  truth.  "We  are  happy, 
likewife,  in  refleding.,  that  the  fpirit 
of  the  times  is,  at  length,  become 
fo  tolerant,  that  the  attempt  of  our 
author  will  not  excite  an  illiberal 
jealoufy  in  the  mail  confirmed  pra¬ 
te  ft  ant  :  that  the  charader  under 
which  he  deferibes  a  faithful  tran- 
flator,  is  no  longer  conlidercd  as  to 
be  appropriated  to  any  one  of  the 
various  feds  which  prevail  among 
Ghriiiians  ;  but,,  that  in  all  of  them 
the  man  may  be  found,  who  fhall 
be  44  un wedded  to  any  fyflem  ;  and 
forgetting  that  he  belongs  to  any 
fociety  of  Chriftians,  be  extremely 
jealous  of  his  moil  rational  pre- 
pofTefiions  ;  keep  all  theological 
confequences  as  far  out  of  his  fight 
as  pofiible,  and  inveftigate  the 
meaning  of  his  original  by  the  rules 
only  of  a  found  and  fober  criti- 
cifm.” 

To  the  lift  of  writers  who  have 
come  forward  as  advocates  for  re¬ 
vealed 
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mealfed  religion,  the  prefent  year 
has  added  the  name  of  Dr.  Ken  tie. 
His  44  Evidences  of  the  ChrifiDn 
Religion.;  briefly  and  plainly  dated, 
in  two  vols.”  feem  t©  have  been  in¬ 
tended  by  him,  chiefly,  for  the 
life  of  perfons  who  have  little  lei- 
fnre  for  enquiry;  or  who,  from 
the  indolence  of  their  difpofition, 
would  fooner  become  infidels,  than 
undergo  the  fatigue  of  laborious 
difcuiiion.  We  could  have  wished 
however,  that  the  refpeftable  ta¬ 
lents  of  our  author  had  not  been 
confined  to  the  production  of  loofe 
and  almoft  independent  eifays'  on  a 
fubjeft  to  which  he  could  have  done 
ftrch  ample  jufiice.  This  method 
of  detailing  the  arguments  in  favour 
of  our  holy  religion,  though  it  may 
adapt  them  to  particular  defcrip- 
tions  of  readers,  yet  it  weakens 
their  fire  noth  and  energy,  and  lef- 
fens  the  power  with  which,  in  their 
regular  connefted  form,  they  force 
conviction  on  the  mind.  We  mufi, 
neverthelefs,  do  our  author  (he  juf- 
tice  to  acknowledge,  that  as  far  his 
method  would  admit  of  it,  he  hath 
i rated  feveral  of  the  evidences  of 
the  chriftian  religion  with  novelty 
and  addrefs.  Such  inaccuracies  and 
mifiakes  as  a  careful  r-evifion  will 
eafiiy  point  out,  will,  doubtlels, 
meet  with  his  correction  in  future 
editions;  and  the  work  become, 
what  Dr.  Beane  withes  it  to  he, 

44  life  fill  to  youth  at  their  rirfi  en¬ 
trance  into  the  world.” 

Dr.  Priefiiey,  who  is  indefatigably 
zealous  in  the  purfuit  of  w'hatever 
he  deems  to  be  truth,  and  who  has 
a  gauntlet  for  every  opponent,  hath, 
in  his  44  Letters  to  the  Jews,”  called 
out  new  combatants  into  the  field  of 
controverfy.  The  Angular  oppref- 
fions  by  which  that  ancient  people 
have  been  marked,  and  their  dif- 
perfion  over  almoft  every  part  of 
*h'e  globe,  he  attributes  to  their  re* 
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jeftion  of  Jefus  as  the  Meffiah  ;  he, 
therefore,  wiflies  them  tc  enter  on 
amicable  difcuffion  of  their  objec¬ 
tions  againfi  Chrifiianity,  and  of 
the  evidences  by  which  it  is  fup- 
ported.  We  cannot  fusficiently 
praife  the  admirable  temper  which 
appears  in  thefe  letters.  It  is  mild 
and  affectionate  ;  and  well  calculat¬ 
ed  to  call  forth  a  fpirit  of  cool  and 
deliberate  inveftigation.  We  need 
nor  fay  that,  in  the  hands  of  fo 
able  a  difputant,  the  arguments  ill 
favour  of  our  author’s  fide  of  rhe 
quefiion,  lofe  nothing  of  their 
weight  and  force.  Thofe,  however, 
who  differ  from  Dr.  Priefiiey  in  his 
views  of  chriftian  doftrine,  will  not 
thank  him  for  relinquifhmg  at  the 
beginning  of  the  controverfy,  the 
fuppofed  fuperfority  of  Jefus  to 
human  beings,  and  the  doftririe  of 
his  miraculous  conception.  And 
there  are  others  who  will  think,, 
that  the  profpeft  with  which  he 
flatters  the  Jews,  of  a  fplendid 
temporal  kingdom,  under  a  prince 
of  the  houfe  of  David,  is  rather 
the  creature  of  a  luxuriant  fancy, 
than  drawn  from  any  of  the  re  pre¬ 
fer,  tad  ns  or  prophecies  of  the  fa*’ 
creel  writings.  But  independent¬ 
ly  of  the  peculiar  opinions  of  our 
author,  we  rejoice  that  by  the  pre¬ 
fent  publication,  the  attention  of 
the  ingenious  and  learned  among 
the  jews,  is  likely  to  be  directed  to 
an  enquiry  into  the  fcriptural  cha- 
r after  of  the  Meffiah,  and  the 
claims  of  Jefus  Chrifi.  And  we 
hope  to  find  their  writings  oil  this 
fubjeft,  diftated  by  the  fame  liberal 
candid  fpirit  which  thefe  letters  dif* 
cover* 

To  the  unwearied  zeal  which 
gave  rife  to  the  laft  article,  are  we 
to  aferibe  the  faipe  author’s  44  Hif- 
tory  of  Early  Opinions  concerning 
jefus  Chrifi,  compiled  from  origi¬ 
nal  Writers;  proving  that  the  Chrif* 
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tian  church  was  at  firft  Unitarian  ; 
in  four  vols.  8vo.”  Thefe  volumes 
contain,  an  enlarged  and  very  am¬ 
ple  di  feu  111  on  of  a  fubject,  to  which 
J3r.  Prietlley  had  before  called  the 
attention  of  the  public  in  his  Hif- 
tory.of  the  Corruptions  of  Chrif- 
tianity.  The  hr  ft  part  of  the  p  re¬ 
lent  work  contains  the  hiflory  of 
opinions  which  preceded,  the  doc¬ 
trine  of  the  divinity  of  Chrill,  and 
prepared  the  Way  for  it.  Under 
this  divifipn,  a  particular  account  is 
given  of  the  principals  of  the  Gnof- 
tics,  which  they  borrowed  from  the 
e  a  hern  philofophy,  and  of  the  Pla¬ 
tonic  Chritiians ;  to  the  mixture  of 
whofe  iyilems,  our  author,  in  his 
fecond  part,  attributes  the  doctrines 
of  the  pre  exiilence  of  Chrill,  and 
of  the  equality  of  the  three  per¬ 
sons  of  the  Trinity.  The  third 
part  conhhs  of  an  hiflory  of  the 
Unitarian  doftrine,  which  is  traced, 
oil  the  authority  of  the  facred  books, 
from  Mofes  to  Jefus  Chrill  and  his 
apohles  ;  and  after  their  times,  from 
the  earlieh  remains  which  we  have 
of  the  firfl  chritiians,  and  the  lub- 
jefts  which  were  chiefly  controvert¬ 
ed  by  the  different  lefts  of  whom 
we  have  any  certain  information. 
To  this  hiflory  is  added  an  account 
of  the  rife  of  Arianilm,  and  of  the 
other  opinions  which  bear  any  re¬ 
lation  to  the  Trinitarian  and  Unita¬ 
rian  controverfies  ;  of  the  remains 
of  the  ealtern  and  Platonic  philo¬ 
fophy  in  the  creeds  of  the  modern 
Chriflian  lefts ;  and  of  the  prefent 
flate  of  the  controverfy  re  fpe  cling 
the  perfon  of  Chrifl.  We  may  he- 
litate  at  embracing  the  opinions  of 
Dr.  Prieilleyq  and  even  doubt  of 
the  real  importance  of  .thefe  hif- 
torical  enquiries  to  the  eiiablifh- 
ment  of  that  hypothecs  for  which 
he  contends.  But  we  cannot  doubt 
of  the  goodnefs  of  his  motives ;  of 
the  faumefs  with  which  he  hath  re- 
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prefented  the  paffages  which  he 
lia>h  adduced  from  antient  w  iters  ; 
or  with-hold  our  praife  from  him 
on  account  of  the  great  labour  and 
attention  which  he  hath  bestowed 
on  the  prefent  publication.  Nei¬ 
ther  can  We  do  let's  at  the  fame 
time,  than  admire  the  boldnefs  with 
which  he  courts  and  provokes  op- 
pofition,  and  offers  what  he  hath 
written  to  the  moll  rigorous  ex¬ 
amination,;.  declaring  his?  readinels 
to  anfwer  at  the  bar  of  the  public, 
any  important  queiUons  upon  the 
fubject*  when  properly  put  to  him. 

It  would  feem  to  aril'e  from  a  per- 
left  conviftion  that,  although  in 
fome  trifling  in  dances  he  may  have 
been  inadvertent,  or  miflaken,  his 
leading  portion  cannot  be  invalid-* 
ated  by  his  moil  learned  and  inge¬ 
nious  adverfaries. 

We  were  miftaken,  when  we  gave 
it  as  our  opinion  in  a  former  Regil- 
ter,  that  the  contefl  between  Dr* 
Horfley  and  Dr.  Prieftley  was,  pro¬ 
bably,  at  an  end.  The  former 
gentleman  hath  again  entered  the 
lids,  by  44  Remarks  upon  Dr. 
Prieilley’sfecondLetterstotheAreh- 
deacon  of  St.  Alban’s,  with  Proofs 
of  certain  Fafts  aflerted  by  the  Arch¬ 
deacon.”  He  takes  care,  however, 
to  excufe  his  long  filence  by  de¬ 
claring-,  that  he  confidered  Dr. 
Priellley  as  an  44  indifferent  anta- 
goniil,”  whofe  44  book  abounds  with 
new  fpecimens  of  confident  igno¬ 
rance;”  and  of  his  44  incompe¬ 
tency  to  write  on  the  fubjeft 
and  his  fatisfaftion  that  he  was 
at  liberty  to  44  indulge  his  indo¬ 
lence,  without  feemiug  to  dele  it 
his  caufe  and  that  his  foie  rea- 
ion  for  now  troubling  the  public, 
is  to  eilablifh  fome  fafts,  which  had 
been  too  peremptorily  denied,  and 
to  vindicate  his  cha rafter  from  al- 
perfions  which  had  been  too  incon- 
iiderately  .thrown  .out.  The  fafts 
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which"  he  wifhes  to  prove  are,  Orb 
gen’s  want  of  veracity  in  deputa¬ 
tion  ;  the  exifb  nee  of  orthodox  He¬ 
brew  Chriftians  in  Judea,  after  the 
time  of  Adrian;  and  the  decline 
of  Calvinifin,  amounting  aimoft  to 
a  total  extinction  of  it  amongft 
English  diifenters.  On  the  two 
former  topics,  his  reafonings  are 
defervine  the  attention  ot  Dr. 
Pi  irftley,  and  will,  doubtlefs,  meet 
with  it :  what  he  hath  laid  on  the 
hitter,  is  confide  red  by  thofe  who 
are  belt  acquainted  with  the  Hate 
of  the  diifenters  in  England,  to  be 
totally  void  of  truth.  We  will  not 
exp  refs  what  we  felt  from  the 
haughty  and  virulent  language 
which  disgraces  the  prefent  publi¬ 
cation.  It  atfeCfs,  not  the  matter 
in  difpute,  but  the  character  of  Dr* 
Horfley,  as  a  gentleman,  and  as  a 
chriilian.  Should  the  conteff  be¬ 
come  perfonal,  our  readers  will  not 
expect  that  we  fhall  take  any  far¬ 
ther  notice  of  it. 

What  we  have  faid  in  the  former 
article,  refpe&mg  the  date  of  the 
Englifh  diifenters,  has  been  ably 
and  fatisfaClorily  confirmed  by  a 
pamphlet,  entitled  44  the  Calvinilm 
of  Protelfant  Diifenters  averted;  in 
a  Letter  to  the  Archdeacon  of  St. 
Alban's  .*  by  Samuel  Palmer,  Pallor 
of  the  Independent  Congregation  at 
Hackney  ;”  in  which  the  author, 
with  conliderable  advantage,  ex- 
pofes  the  weak  grounds  on  which 
Dr,  Horiley  had  built  his  declara¬ 
tion,  and  fully  efrablilhes  the  prin¬ 
ciple  for  which  he  contends. 

The  clergymen  and  lay  gentle¬ 
men  who  formed  themfelves  into  a 
fociety,  in  Effex-flreet,  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of  promoting  the  knowledge 
of  the  feriptures,  have,  lince  we 
took  notice  of  their  publications, 
added  three  new  numbers  to  their 
o  Commentaries  and  Effays/5  Their 
3<d  number  contains  u  A  new  Tratyi- 
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Ration  of  Ifaiah,  i.  12.  with  Notes, 
fupplementary  to  thofe  of  Dr. 
Louth,  Bifhop  of  London,  and 
containing  Remarks  on  lome  Parts 
of  his  Tranllation  and  Notes  ;  to¬ 
gether  with  a  Criticifm  on  Gen. 
iv.  26.”  The  new  tranllation  of 
Ifaiah  is  the  produfbon  of  the  fame 
able  pen  to  which  we  were  indebt¬ 
ed  for  a  very  rational  and  excellent 
criticifm  on  the  53d  chap,  of  the 
fame  prophet,  in  a  former  number. 
The  obfervations  on  Gen.  iv.  26* 
throw  conliderable  light  on  a  paf- 
fage  which,  as  it  Hands  in  our  pre¬ 
fent  cranilation,  teis  afforded  much 
room  for  the  conjectures  of  diffe¬ 
rent  commentators.  N°  TV.  con¬ 
tains  64  critical  notes  on  many  pal- 
fages  of  the  Old  Teflament,”  which 
will  be  found  exceedingly  ufeful  to 
the  biblical  fcholar ;  and  44  an  en¬ 
quire  into  the  evidence  which  points 
out  Chrift  to  have  been  only  a  crea¬ 
ture  of  the  human  race,  invelted 
with  extraordinary  powers  from 
God  ;  as  it  arifes  from  his  own  de¬ 
clarations,  and  thofe  of  his  apoftleb 
and  evanaeiifls.”  In  the  latter 
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traff,  the  principal  arguments  m 
favour  of  the  Socinian  hypothelis, 
are  deduced  from  illuftrations  of 
the  different  texts  relating  to  the 
perfon  and  character  of  Thrift  in 
the  gofpel  and  epiftles.  N  V.  con¬ 
tains  obfervations  on  parts  of  the 
viii.  xi.  and  xii.  chapters  of  Da¬ 
niel  which  will  afford  defirable 
aid  in  elucidating  the  dark  language 
of  the  prophetical  writings*  arid, 
alfo,  44  a  gleaning  of  remarks  on 
Mr.  Travis’s  Attempt  to  revive  the 
exploded  Text  of  i  John,  chap.  v. 
verfe  7,”  which, by  unqudtionable 
authorities,  Juftifies  the  cenfure  we 
formerly  palled  on  that  illiberal  and 
injudicious  performance. 

In  the  44  Four  Dialogues  on  the 
Doctrine  of  the  Holy  Trinity,,  &c. 
bv  E.  W,  Whitaker,  Redtor  of  St. 
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Mildred’s  and  All  Saints  Canter-  did  not  take  place  *tBI  the  time 
bury,”  the  author  enters  the  lilts  in  when  he  was  born  of  a  woman, 
fupport  of  the  A  than  a  nan  doctrine,,  Again  ft  this  notion  he  fupports  the 
in  oppofttion  to  the  dangerous  and  more  orthodox  one,  that  the  feco'nd 
formidable  Dr.  Prieftley.  The  two  perfon  in  the  Trinity  exited  in  the 
firft  dialogues  are  employed  in  ex-  filial  relation  from  all  eternity, 
plaining  and  juftifying  the  com-  And  we  mull:  do  our  author  the 
monly  received  opinion ;  and  the  juftice  to  acknowledge,  that  he 
third  in  endeavouring  to  prove,  feems  well  acquainted  with  the  ar- 


that  it  is  the  dextrine  not  only  of 
th.e,new  but  alfo  of  the  Old  Telia- 
jnent.  The  fourth  dialogue  treats 
on  the  fubjeet  of  the  atonement. 
Learning  and  candour,  whatever 
the  lentiments  be  in  fupport  of 
which  they  are  engaged,  are  en¬ 
titled  to  our  refpedlfui  attention  and 
notice.  Had  the  author  of  the 
prefent  dialogues  a  juft  claim  to 
the  former  qualification,  he  would 
not  have  afferted,  that  thofe  who 
do  not  find  a  Trinity  in  the  con¬ 
junction  of  the  plural  Elohim  with 
a  lingular  verb,  muft  be  ignorant 
of  the  general  principles  of  gram¬ 
mar.  Had  he  been  a  candid,  mo- 
deft  writer,  he  would  have  hefitat- 
ed  in  acculing  his  refpebtable  anta- 
gonift  of  “  unblufliing  obftnacy” 
in  maintaining  points  which  have 
been  repeatedly  confuted ;  ot  en¬ 
tire  unlkilfulnefs”  in  a  language 
which  he  pretends  to  render  wirh 
critical  exadtnefs ;  and  in  calling  in 
quefion  the  lincerity  and  upright  - 
nefs  of  his  views. 

The  writer  of  “  A  Defence  of  the 
Doctrine,  and  eternal  Sonfhip  of 
ourLoidJefus  Chrift,  as  revealed 
in  the  Scriptures,  in  oppofiti  n  to  a 
late  Scheme  of  temporal  Sonlhip,” 
who  figns  himfelr  a  Baptift,  con¬ 
tends  with  zeal,  and  at  the  fame 
time  with  candour  and  moderation, 
for  what  appears  to  him  to  be  a 
fundamental  truth  of  the  gofpel. 
What  gave  occalion  to  this  pam¬ 
phlet  was  an  opinion  amongft  forne 
of  his  brethren,  that  the  filial  re¬ 
lation  of  jeius  Chrift  to  the  Father 


guments  which  can  moft  forcibly 
be  adduced  in  ’favour  of  his  hypo- 
thefts  ;  and  that  he  delivers  his 
ideas  as  diftmctly  and  intelligibly, 
as  the  nature  of  fucli  a  mvfterious 
and  incomprehenftble  fubjett  would 
admit  of. 

Mr.  To ul min’s  u  Short  EBay  on 
Baptifm  ;  intended  to  elucidate  the 
,Queftion  refperling  the  extent  and 
Perpetuity  of  it’s  Obligations,”  is 
written  with  the  fame  perfpicuity 
and  liberality  which  we  have  no- 
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ticed  and  praifed  in  lbme  of  his 
former  publication?.  Our  theolo¬ 
gical  readers  need  not  to  be  inform¬ 
ed,  that  Mr.  Emlyn,  and  fince  his 
time,  lev  era  l  other  writers  have 
exprefied  their  doubt,  whether  bap¬ 
tifm  was  enjoined  to  be  continued 
to  the  defeendants  of  chriftian  pa¬ 
rents  ;  or,  whether  it  was  not  foie- 
ly  intended  for  profelytes  to  chrif- 
tianity.  This  doubt  he  combats 
with  ingenuity  and  found  argu¬ 
ment  ;  and  fatisfactorily  eftablifhes 
the  opinion,  that  baptifm  was  in¬ 
tended  to  be  of  general  obligation, 
and  to  be  perpetually  kept  up  in 
the  chriftian  church.  We  make 
no  obfervatiens  ©n  his  connecting 
his  reafoning  lb  much  wrh  his 
principles  in  favour  of  adult  bap¬ 
tifm  ;  lince  we  apprehend  that  the 
queltion  cannot,  in  the  leaft,  be  af¬ 
fected  by  any  peculiarity  of  fenti* 
ment  relpebting  the  fubjects  of  the 
rite. 

Mr.  Dore’s  u  Letters  cn  Faith,” 
contain  many  rational  and  ufeful 
obfervations,  Ju  the  three  firft 
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letters  lie  treats  of  the  nature,  the 
grounds,  and  the  effects  of  faith  1 
in  which,  if  his;  definitions  and  il- 
luftrations  are  4iot  always  metaphy¬ 
sically  accurate,  his  meaning  is  ex- 
p  relied  with  fufincient  perfpicuity, 
and  his  concluiions  are,  in  general, 
jull  and  unexceptionable.,  The 
fourth,  letter  is  on  the  reafonable- 
nefs  of  our  faith  in  Chrih,  and 
cpnt  .ins  a  brief  and  well  connected 
fummary  of  the  arguments  in  fa¬ 
vour  of  his  being  the  Meiljiah.  The 
next  letter  is  on  the  importance  of 
faith  in  Chrift ;  together  with  va¬ 
rious  and  ufeful  views  of  the  re- 
fources  which  it  affords  the  mind 
in  affliction  and  dihrefs.  To.  thefe 
letters  fucceed  fome  mifeellaneous 
obiervations  of  a  religious  and 
practical  tendency.  What  we  are 
much  pleafed  with,  in  reading  this 
little  performance  is,  rhe  beneyo- 
lent  catholic  fpirit  of  the  author, 
who  appears  anxious,  not  fo  much 
to  make  .profelytes  to  any  particu¬ 
lar  opinions,  as  to.  fl  lengthen  the 
great  principles  of  religion,  and  to 
excite  a  rational,  difpaflipnate..  tem¬ 
per  in  enquiries,  after  truth. 

.  Of  a  very  different  complexion 
and  character  are  the  44  D.ifierta- 
tions  on  the  Origin,  Nature,,  and 
Furfuits  of  Intelligent  Beings,  and 
on  Divine  Providence,  Religion,  and 
religious  Worfhip,  &c.  by,  j.  L. 
Holowell,  F.  R.  S.”  Thefe  ditfer- 
tations  contain  a  ftrange  unnatural 
compound  of  oriental  and  chriilian 
theology.  Mr.  Flo  1  Well  fuppofes 
that  the  earth  and  the  whole  pla¬ 
netary  fyflern  were  created  for  the 
refidence  of  rebellious  angels,  who 
were  caft  out  of  heaven,  and  who 
are  condemned  to  remain  in  them, 
as  in  a  probationary  hate,  under 
the  forms  of  men  and  different  ani¬ 
mals,  fubjedt  to, a  continued  tranf- 
migration  in  the  line  of  their  re- 
ip  eftive  fpecies,  hill  the  confura- 


ination  of  all  things,  when  they 
dial  I  regain  their  former  dignity  and 
happinefs.  .  The  moft  ambitious, 
and  malignant  of  thefe  fpirits,  he. 
confiders  as  having  animated  the 
various  tribes  of  prieffs  and  pre¬ 
tended  44  men  of  Qod,”  who,  un¬ 
der  different  forms  of  religion,  have 
44  obtained  dominion  over  ninety- 
nine  hundred  parts  of  this  habit* 
able  globe.”  But,  we  cannot  at* 
tempt  to  follow  the  author  through, 
his  rambling  and  inconhflent  the-,, 
ory.  What  appears  to  be  his  prin¬ 
cipal  and  avowed  object  is,  to  ex- 
pole  the  various  44  feels  aff,  lining 
the  name  and  title  of  chriftians, 
without  ppirdhiig  one  jota  of  the 
genuine  fpirit  of  Christianity,  either 
in  fentiment,  purity  of  worfhip, 
or  difeipline  :  ”  and  to  recommend, 
a  plan  for  the  reformation  of  the 
church  and  national  worfhip,  on 
the  curious  mixed  principles  which 
he  has  adopted.  We  cannot  but 
acknowledge,  that  in  reading  thefe 
difiertations  we  meet  with  many 
truces  of  good  fenfe  and  inform¬ 
ation  ;  but  the  foundation  of  the 
author’s  theory  is  1b  ilrange  and 
hypothetical,  his  creed  fo  complex 
and  queilionabie,  and  his  extra¬ 
vagancies  are  fo  numerous,  tfiat 
we  cannot  give  his  work  the  func¬ 
tion  of  our  recommendation,  ei¬ 
ther  as  an  entertaining  or  ufeful 
performance. 

44  A  Chinefe  Fragment;  con¬ 
taining  an  Enquiry  into  the  prefent 
State  of  Religion  in  England,  &c.,s 
appears  to  have  been  written  with 
the  good  intention  of  pointing  out 
and  correcting  the  vices  and  follies, 
of  the  age,  and  of  recommending 
a  more  general  attention  to  the 
true  fpirit  and  praCtice  of  religion. 
But  we  apprehend,  that  the  author, 
by  overcharging  his  picture  of  the 
Times,  hath  rendered  it  fo  unna¬ 
tural  and  difguiting  as  to  deltroy 
P  4  all 
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all  proper  effect.  The  cenfare 
which  he  paffes  on  different  or¬ 
ders  and  profeffions,  is  too  general 
and  indil'criminate  ;  and  his  view 
of  modern  principles  and  manners 
too  bigotted  and  gloomy.  It  is  not 
improbable  therefore,  that  his  la¬ 
bours,  though  they  frequently  dif- 
cover  marks  of  ability,  and  ac¬ 
quaintance  with  our  belt  writers, 
will  meet  with  the  fate  to  which 
trite  and  vague  declamations  are 
commonly  coniigned. 

The  benevolent  and  ufefui  plan 
of  eftabiifliing  Sunday  Schools  in 
different  parts  of ‘the  kingdom,  hath 
met  with  a  public  advocatb  and 
fupporter  in  the  re fpe Stable  bifhop 
Porte  us.  In  “  A  Letter  to  the 
Clergy  of  the  diocefet  of  Chefter, 
See.”  He  warmly  recommends  an 
attention  to  thofe  excellent  inilitu- 
tions,  which,  from  their  origin, 
have  been  attended  with  confide r- 
able  fuccefs.  Among  other  con¬ 
fident  tions,  he  urges  very  forcibly, 
the  facility  of  Supporting  tjiem,  not 
more  fhan  five  pounds  being  ne- 
cefTary  for  the  annual  inftrudion  of 
twenty  children  ;  the  fmal!  degree 
of  learning  propofed  to  be  taught 
in  them,  which  will  neither  indif- 
pofe  nor  tm qualify  the  learners  for 
the  mod  laborious  employments  ; 
the  habits  of  attention  and  induftry 
they  will  occafion  and  the  fpirit 
of  devotion  which  they  will  im¬ 
perceptibly  cherifli  and  encourage 
in  minds  of  the  young.  Tbefe 
confiderations,  together  with  his 
feafonable  advices  relating  to  their 
eflabliflnnent  and  conduct,  will,  we 
doubt  not,  meet  with  proper  re¬ 
gard,  and  produce  good  eifects  in 
every  part  of  the  kingdom. 

The  “  Six  Letters  to  a  Friend, 
on  the  Eibiblifl. merit  of  Sunday 
Schools,  by  Philip  Parfons,  A.  M. 
M i n i It  e r  of  W y e,  ;  i n  Kent,5’  are, 
likewife,  defer.ving  of  recommend- 
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ation,  from  the  rational  liberal  {pi¬ 
nt  in  which  they  are  written,  as 
well  as  from  the  lerious,  ufefui  ad- 
drelTes  to  parents  and  to  children, 
which  they  conta  n. 

The  mifreprefentations  which 
were  induftrioufly  propagated,  by 
th.  bigotted  among  the  Roman  ca¬ 
tholics,  re '  petting  the  motives  on 
which  Mr.  Wharton  quitted  their 
communion,  have  engaged  the  rev. 
John  Hawkins,  who  is  himieli  a 
convert  from  popery,  to  publifh 
u  An  Appeal  to  tcripture,  Reaibn, 
and  Tradition,  in  Support  of  the 
Dodrines  contained  in  a  Letter  to 
the  Roman  Cathodes  of  Wo  reefer, 
from  the  late  Chaplain  of  that  So-** 
cietv,  &c.”  Phis  volume  is  a 
feniible,  cool,  and  difpalliunate  vin¬ 
dication  of  the  principles  of  she 
reformation,  add  of  the  coildudf  of 
Mr.  Wharton  in  embracing  them. 
In  the  poflcript,  which  is  of  con- 
fiderable  length,  we  are  prefented 
with  quotations  from  the  Fathers, 
and  other  eccleiia  deal  wrtc-rs  ; 
whole  teftimony,  of  fuch  acknow¬ 
ledged  weight  with  his  opponents, 
is  with  great  fairnefs  adduced  in 
fupport  of  our  author’s  opinions* 
Flis  reafonings  on  this  ground,  are 
well  worth  the  ferious  perttial  of 
thofe  in  the  Romifh  church,  who 
are  not  determined  again  If  enquiry, 
and  who  are  open  to  convidion. 
But  what  particularly  pleales  us 
in  the  p  refen  t  publication,  is  Mr. 
Hawkins’s  tetlimony  to  an  impor¬ 
tant  fad,  of  uhich  from  his  edu¬ 
cation  and  connections  he  is  fully 
competent  to  judge  ;  that  in  the 
perluaiion  which  he  hath  quitted, 
“  there  has  been  a  fc c ret  reforma¬ 
tion  in  faith  as  well  as  difeipline, 
long,  though  fecretly  gaining 
ground.”  We  have  not  the  leaf 
doubt  of  the  truth  of  this  reprelen- 
tation.  And  we  rejoice  in  our  con¬ 
vidion,  that  the  enlightened  mem¬ 
bers 
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bers  of  the  church  of  Rome  reject, 
with  indignation  and  contempt,  the 
extravagant  opinions,  that  indul¬ 
gence  and  abiolution-  can  be  ex¬ 
tended  to  unrepented,  onto  44  fu¬ 
ture  crimes  that  it  is  44  lawful, 
or  at  lea  If  difpenfabie,  to  break 
their  faith  with  heretics  ;  that  they 
iii  11  believe  the  pope  to  be infal¬ 
lible  and  impeccable  ;  or  'that, 
without  any  relfridtion  or  excep¬ 
tion,  they  refute  the  poffibility  of 
falvation  to  all  who  diffent  from 
their  religious  tenets.” 

The  44  Sacra  Privata;  or  Private 
Meditations  and  Prayers  of  Bifhop 
Wilfon,  &c,”  have  been  ex t railed 
and  abridged  from  a  large  collec¬ 
tion  of  his  t rafts,  and  adapted  to 
general  life*  T  he  principal  excel¬ 
lence  of  thefe  devotional  pieces 
a  riles  from  the  fpirit  of  fervent 
piety  which  dictated  them,  and 
which  they  are  calculated  to  excite 
and  {Lengthen  in  others.  Should 
another  edition  of  this  little  publi¬ 
cation  be  called  for,  we  doubt  not 
but  that  the  editor  will  render  it 
ibiil  better  adapted  to  general  edi¬ 
fication,  by  fome  farther  abridge¬ 
ments  and  alterations,  the  propriety 
of  which  his  otvn  good  fenfe  will 
eallly  point  out. 

In  ©Ur  account  of  the  fermons  of 
the  year  17.Sc;,  we  overlooked  two 
volumes  4 4  On  Various  Subjects, 
and  preached  on  feveral  Occalions, 
by  the  late  rev.  Thomas  Franklin, 
D.  D,  chaplain  in  ordinary  to  his 
Majefty,  &e.”  The  merits  of  our 
author,  as  an  elegant  Tcholar  and 
critic,  were  well  known  in  the  lite¬ 
rary  world,  and  procured  him  no 
fm all  (hare  of  refpefh  And  his 
difeou|fes  on  Relative  Duties,  which 
were  piibliflied  under  his  own  in- 
fpeftion,  recommended  them  I  elves 
by  their  perfpicuity  and  elegance, 
and' a  fpirit  of  animated  piety.  It 
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does  not  appear,  that  the  fermons 
which  compofe  the  prefent  volumes 
were  ever  defigned  by  the  Dr.  for 
publication.  From  the  form  and 
difpGfition  of  their  materials,  if 
would  feem  that  they  were  intend¬ 
ed  for  the  common  ufes  of  the  pul¬ 
pit.  It  will  not  therefore,  be  ex- 
pe&ed,  that  they  fhould  be  equally 
excellent  and  perfect  with  thoie 
which  were  finifhed  by  his  own 
hands.  But  if  they  are  not  di¬ 
ll  inguifhed  by  any  marks  of  fupe- 
rior  merit,  by  a  brilliancy  of  ima¬ 
gination,  or  an  originality  and  depth 
of  thought,  they  are,  neverthelefs, 
written  with  great  eafe,  limplicity, 
and  fei  ioufnefs  ;  their  fubjedts,  in 
general,  are  calculated  to  engage 
attention  to  the  preacher,  and  they 
may  be  perufed  in  the  cl  Tef,  by 
well  difpofed  readers,  with  edifica¬ 
tion  and  improvement. 

Among  the  fermons  of  the  year 
1 7  86,  produced  by  the  clergy 
of  the  eftablifhed  church,  thofe 
44  preached  before  the  honourable 
Societies  of  the  Inner  and  Middle 
Temple,  by  the  late  William 
Stafford  Done,  D.  D.  Prebendary 
of  Lincoln,  and  Archdeacon  of  Bed¬ 
ford,”  arc  entitled  to  our  refpe&ful 
notice.  The  following  account  of 
them  by  the  editor,  the  rev.  R. 
Shepherd,  archdeacon  of  Bedford, 
conveys  a  juft  idea  of  the  rank 
which  they  are  entitled  to  hold 
among  pulpit  performances.  44  The 
nature  of  the  difeourfes  now  offer¬ 
ed  to  the  public,  is  happily  adapt¬ 
ed  to  the  audience  before  whom 
they  were  preached  ;  men  of  learn¬ 
ing,  who  are  in  the  conitant  habit 
of  pu rfuing  arguments,  of  detedb 
ing  falfhood,  and  inveftigating 
truth.  They  are  chiefly  argumen¬ 
tative  ;  and  if  the  arguments  ap¬ 
pear  fometimes  too  abtlra&ed,  even 
when  moll  abftrufe,  they  diicover 
in  the  author,  a  full  pofiefiion  of 
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his  fubjeft.  They  are  always  in¬ 
genious  ;  and  if  not  always  new, 
his  method  of  producing  them 
makes  them  peculiarly  his  own. 
There  is  a  fmgularity  in  the  llyie, 
which  every  reader  may  not  ap¬ 
prove  ;  but  thole  who  knew  him 
bed,  know  it  is  not  laboured  or  af- 
fedted  ;  it  was  the  language  of  his 
familiar  Letters,  and  in  fome  mea- 
fare,  even  of  his  ordinary  conver- 
fatipn.” 

Mr.  Hoole’s  “  Sermons,  preach¬ 
ed  in  the  Parifh  Church  of  St.  Al¬ 
ban,  Wood-dreet,”  arc  alfodeierv- 
ing  of  public  acceptance,  as  fen- 
liblc,  rational,  and  uteful  compo- 
litions.  Our  author’s  fubjedts  are 
the  principal  points  of  natural  and 
revealed  religion  :  on  which  his 
fentiincnts  are  liberal  and  juft,  and 
delivered  in  language  that  is  eafy 
and  agreeable.  He  does  not  affedt 
any  peculiarity  or  novelty  of 
thought,  or  the  ornaments  of  mo¬ 
dern  rhetoric;  but  appears  delirous 
of  impreffing  on  the  minds  of  his 
readers,  the  importance  of  ferious 
truths,  rather  than  of  exciting 
their  admiration  of  his  talents 
and  ingenuity,  or  of  entertaining 
and  pleafirig  their  fancy. 

On  Mr.  Rudd’s  “  Sermons  on  re¬ 
ligious  and  practical  Subjects,”  we 
may,  in  general,  bedow  a  fimilar 
character  with  that  which  we  have 
drawn  in  the  preceding  article. 
The  author  is  lenfible  and  inge¬ 
nious  ;  his  dyle  is  coriedt  and  ani¬ 
mated  ;  and  his  views  of  Chridian 
docfrine  are  moderate  and  unex¬ 
ceptionable.  We  mud,  however, 
withold  our  praife  from  the  lan¬ 
guage  in  which  he  fpeaks  of  a  ce¬ 
lebrated  advocate  for  the  dodfrine 
of  materialifm.  It  will  be  called 
the  language  of  bigotry,  or  of 
contempt.  The  former,  our  au¬ 
thor  would  be  afhamed  of  ufing  ; 
the  latter,  no  one  can  be  juliifiedin 
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applying  to  fo  diftinguifhed  a  cha¬ 
racter. 

Mr.  Davy’s  “  Syftem  of  Divi¬ 
nity,  in  a  Courfe  of  Sermons,  on 
the  Being  and  Attributes  of  God  ; 
on  fome  of  the  mod  important 
Articles  of  the  Chridian  Religion,  in 
connection  ;  and  on  the  feveral  Vir¬ 
tues  and  Vices  of  mankind,”  is 
compofed  of  feledtions  from  the 
works  of  different  authors,  which 
our  editor  hath  the  merit  of  having 
chofen  and  arranged  with  judge¬ 
ment  and  ability.  He  is  “  no  way 
ambitious  to  lay  new  things,  but 
principally  caveful  to  enforce,  in  a 
more  ufeful  way,  old  Truths,  and 
to  bring  together  in  one  body,  the 
detached  works  of  the  bed  authors ; 
that  what  hath  hitherto  been  the 
entertainment  of  a  few  only,  might 
be  fet  forth  for  the  benefit  of  the 
world  at  large  ;  and  every  one  be 
fupplied  with. a  fyftem  of  pradtical 
divinity,  in  every  way  fuited  to  the 
advancement  of  family  devotion.” 
Compilations  of  this  kind  have, 
on  former  occafions,  met  with  the 
approbation  of  the  public.  And 
we  doubt  not  but  the  labours  of 
Mr.  Davvs  will  be  followed  by  the 
fuccefs  which  he  willies  for,  as  the 
prefent  colledtion  appears  well  cal¬ 
culated  for  acceptance  and  ufeful- 
nel's. 

Dr.  James  Ogilvie,  who  hath 
publiflied  a  volume  of  “  Sermons 
on  various  Subjects,”  had  been 
obliged  to  refign  a  preferment 
which  he  enjoyed  in  Virginia,  be¬ 
fore  the  late  troubles  broke  out,  and 
to  fly  to  England  for  flielter,  from 
the  terrors  of  proicription,  The 
fufferings  which  he  met  with,  indu¬ 
ced  the  benevolent  parifhioners  of 
Egham,  where  he  officiated  as  a 
curate,  to  fugged:  to  him  the  idea 
of  the  prefent  publication.  And 
we  are  glad  to  find,  from  the  very 
refpediable  lift  of  fubferibers  to 

thefe 
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thefe  fermons,  that  their  friendly 
interference  is  likely  to  prove  ad¬ 
vantageous  to  our  author.  The 
fubiedts  on  which  he  treats,  are 
fuch  as  refpedt  the  heft  intereifs  of 
mankind ;  his  maimer  is  animated 
and  agreeable  ;  and  the  leiTons 
which  he  inculcates,  inilru&ive  and 
edifying.  His  fiyle  and  language 
indeed,'  may  admit  of  frequent  cor¬ 
rections  ;  bur  the  mention  which 
he  makes  in  his  preface,  of  %  me¬ 
lancholy  event  in  his  family,  and 
the  ill  ftate  of  his  health  and-Tpirits, 
fufficiently  apologizes  for  trifling 
imperfections. 

The  pofthumous  fermons-  of 
u  Dr.  James  Faterfon,  one  of  the 
Clergymen  of  St.  PauTs  Englifth 
Epifcopal  chapel  in  Aberdeen,55 
have  been  publifned  for  the  benefit 
of  his  furviving  relations,  whole 
circumftances  are  exceedingly  nar¬ 
row"  and  circumfcribed.  We  fin- 
cerely  recommend  thefe  fermons, 
not  only  to  thofe  who  have  hearts 
to  feel  for  the  biftreffes  of  worthy 
characters,  who  have  fern  better 
days,  but  to  all  lovers  of  rational, 
manly  piety.  The  different  con- 
fequences  of  virtue  and  vice  are 
reprefented  in  them,  in  a  ftrikng 
point  of  view  ;  and  the  great  truths 
of  Chriftianity  inculcated  in  a  man¬ 
ner  that  is  unaffected,  clear,  and 
forcible.  And  though  they  may 
not  have  been  intended  or  prepar¬ 
ed  by  the  author  for  the  public  eye, 
they  will  do  no  injury  to  his  memo¬ 
ry  and  character  as  a  well  informed 
and  ufeful  minifter  ef  the  Gofpel. 

Puddicombe’s  Sermons  are  loofe, 
pueiile  compofitions,  replete  with 
extravagance  and  rhapfody.  How 
widely  do  thofe  writers  depart  from 
the  true  dignity  of  pulpit  elo¬ 
quence,  who  aim  more  at  fafcinat- 
ing  the  imagination  than  perfuad- 
ing  and  convincing  the  minds  of 
their  readers ! 
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Mr.  Newton,  reCtor  of  St.  Mary* 
Woolnoth,  London,  hath  publifli-’ 
ed  two  volumes  of  fermons  under 
the  title  44  Melliah.  Fifty  expofi* 
tory  Difcourfes,  on  the  Series  of 
fcriptural  Palfages,  which  form  the 
SubjeCf  of  the  celebrated  Oratorio 
of  Handel,  &c.55  The  author  of 
thefe  fermons  is  one  of  that  clafs  of 
divines,  who,  in  the  abundance  of 
their  i  pi  ritual  humility,  have  ap¬ 
propriated  to  themfelves  the  name 
of  46  awakened  clergy, 55  — .  a  cant 
phrafe,  intended  to  convey  the 
fame  idea  with  the  term  44  gofpel 
preacher/5  among  enthu hafts  and 
fanatics.  The  religious  fentiments 
therefore,  Which  occur  in  thefe 
volumes,  and  what  Mr.  Newton, 
calls  the  44  improvement”  of  his 
difcourfes,  will  be  principally  ac¬ 
ceptable  to  thofe  who  are  of  a  me- 
thodiftical  caft.  Indeed,  none  but 
fuch  as  are  cf  a  myftical  turn  of 
mind,  will  relifti  his  attempt  to 
fpiritualife  innocent  amufements, 
and  to  draw  an  analogy  between 
44  muftcal  founds  and  fentimental 
feelings*;'5  As  compofttionsy  thefe, 
difcourfes  are  not  in  the  Icaft  en¬ 
titled  to  our  praife.  They  are 
vague  and  declamatory  ;  abound 
in  repetitions  «  and  their  language 
is  frequently  incorrect  and  mean. 
Neither  do  we  think  that  the  felec- 
tion  of  texts  in  Handel’s  Mefliah, 
was  judicroufiy  fixed  upon  by  our 
author,  from  which  to  “exhibit  the 
principal  outlines  of  the  Saviour5* 
character  and  meditation,  in  a  re¬ 
gular  feries  of  difcourfes.5’  The 
choice,  however,  in  confecpience  of 
the  n#  ft  cal  performances  in  Weft- 
m  in  fief  Abbey,  was  popular  and 
well  timed  ;  and  he  might  fairly 
and  honeftly  take  advantage  of  thefe 
circumftances,  to  engage  the  atten¬ 
tion  of  his  congregation,  and  of  the 
public,  to  the* important  fubjedtg 
which  they  comprehend. 


In 
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In  .mentioning  fuch  fermons  of 
the  Engliffi  diifenters  and  Scots 
clergy*  as  have  come  to  our  hands, 
we  fhail  begin  with  Dr.  Pricers  u  on 
the  Ghoftian  Dobtrine,  as  received 
by  the  different  Denominations  of 
Chriftians,  &c.”  The  fir tP  of  thefe 
fermons  fucccfsfully  maintains  the 
truly  liberal  and  juft  fentiments, 
if  that  Chriflians  of  all  parties, 
however  they  may  cenfure  one  ano¬ 
ther,  or  whatever  oppoiition  there 
may  feem  to  be  in  their  opinions, 
are  agreed  in  all  that  is  eifential  to 
ehrifiianity,  and  with  refpebt  to  all 
the  information  which  it  is  its  prin¬ 
cipal  dehgn  to  communicate and 
that  there  is  but  one  thing  funda¬ 
mental,  which  is  u  an  honed  mind/* 
The  four  following  difcourfes  are 
employed  in  repreienting  the  Cal- 
vinilHc  and  Socinian  tenets,  refpebt- 
ing  the'  peri  on  and  character  of 
fefus  Chrift,  with  the  Dobtor’s  rear 
fons  for  rejecting  them ;  and  in 
Hating  and  defending  the  Arian 
doctrine,  which  he  adopts.  Thele 
reprefen  tat  ions  the  author  hath 
given  with  the  utmoft  fairnefs  and 
impartiality  ;  and  his  reafonings  in 
favdur  of  his  own  hypothelis  are 
delivered  writh  a  fpirit  of  modelt 
diffidence  and  candour*  of  which 
there  are  but  few  in  (lances  among 
polemics.  The  other  fermons  in 
this  volume  are  on  the  focurity  and 
happinefs  of  a  virtuous  courfe,  the 
goodnefs  of  God,  and  the -resurrec¬ 
tion  of  Lazarus.  Thofe  on  the 
feettrity  and  happinels  of  a  virtu¬ 
ous  courfe  are  peculiarly  excellent. 
Though  the  fubjedt  is  common,  the 
arguments  in  favour  of  virtue,  and 
the  diflba lives  from  vice,  are  repre- 
fented  in  a  manner  fo  linking  and 
forcible,  that  we  receive  new  plea- 
lure  from  every  p.rufal  of  them. 
The  fermons  on  the  good  nefs  of 
God,  are  of  a  metaphylieal  nature, 
and  are  admirably  adapted  to  couii- 
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terabt  ;the  poifon  contained  in 
Huraeb  Polihumou?  Dialogues.  In 
the  fermon  on  the  re  fu  erection  of 
Lazarus,  the  credibility  of  that 
miracle  is  ably  defended,  and  the 
remarkable  coniequences  of  it  point¬ 
ed  out  and  illulfrated.  The  truly 
chriiiian  temper  with  which  thefe 
fermons  are  written,  and  their  tend¬ 
ency  to  diEeminate  principles  of 
moderation  and  philanthropy,  fhed 
the  greatefl  honours  on  the  de¬ 
clining  years  of  their  venerable 
author,  and  will  do  eifential  fer- 
vice  to  the  caufe  of  genuine  reli¬ 
gion. 

Mr.  Robinfon’s  u  Sixteen  Dif¬ 
courfes  on  feveral  Texts  of  Scrip¬ 
ture,  &c/*  were  delivered  by  him, 
extempore,  to  plain  and  illiterate 
audiences  in  the  villages  near  Cam¬ 
bridge,  and  are  printed,  as  nearly 
as  can  be  recollected  as  they  were 
fpoken.  “  The  propriety  of  every 
action, ”  the  author  obferves  in  his 
preface,  u  depends  on  circum- 
ilances,  and  nobody  can  judge  of 
the  fitnefs  or  unfttnefs  or  a  fubjebt, 
or  a  part  of  a  fubject,  or  a  manner 
of  treating  of  it,  except  they  who 
know  all  the  circumflances,  for  the 
fame  method  in  different  circumftan- 
ces  would  be  unedifying,  if  not  im¬ 
pertinent  and  rude/*  Keeping  this 
j uft  remark  in  view,  we  (hall  not  ex¬ 
pert  to  meet  in  this  volume  with  ex¬ 
traordinary  marks  of  ability  or  ge¬ 
nius,  but  with  eafy  familiar  dif¬ 
courfes,  on  ufehtl  topics,  adapted  to 
the  lit  tuitions  and  underftandings  of 
plain  common  hearers.  Such  is  the 
chat  after  of  the  productions  before 
us  ;  which  are  recommended,  at 
the. fame  time,  by  the  candid  fpirit 
which  they  breathe,  united  to  a 
becoming  eamelinefs  ot  manner, 
arising  from  the  preacher’s. iincere 
defire  of  doing  good. 

CJ  Cj 

Dr.  Hunter  continues  his  plan  of 
a  Sacred  Biography,”  which  came 

under 
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under  our  notice  irk  a  former  re  oil'- 

o 

ter.  In  a  third  volume  he  treats 
of  the  hiftory  of  Modes,  the  afto.- 
nifldng  and  miraculous  incidents  of 
his  life,  and  the  important  events 
in  the  jewifli  hiftory  which  took 
place  under  his  legislation.  Thefe 
difcourfes,  like  our  amhoCs  former 
ones,  are  lively,  perfpieuous,  and 
energetic  :  and  though  we  cannot 
accede  to  all  his  opinions,  rve  re¬ 
commend  this  additional  volume  as 
abounding  in  ufeful  remarks,  and 
pious  reflections,  and  well  adapted 
to  anfwer  the  purphfes  of  popular 
eloquence. 

The  44  Sermons  by  Samuel  Char¬ 
ters,  Minifter  of  Wiltoii,”  contain 
many  i'olid  and  ufeful  obfervations, 
but  delivered  in  an  unufual  ftyle, 
which  is  not  likely  to  recommend 
them  to  public  acceptance.  They 
are  com  poked  very  much  of  fhort 
fentences,  conveying  hints  and 
ideas,  on  which  the  author  proba¬ 
bly  enlarged  in  the  pulpit,  hut 
which,  from  the  prefs,  give  them 
an  indigefred  and  unfinifhed  ap¬ 
pearance.  They  are,  however, 
fenfibie  and  ferious,  if  not  per¬ 
fect  and  elegant  competitions  ;  and 
to  the  attentive,  thinking  reader 
will  afford  pleafure  and  improve¬ 
ment. 

The  two  volumes  of  Sermons  by  the 
late  Mr.  Thomas  Gordon,  minifter 
of  the  gofpel  at  Spey  mouth,  are 
plain,  and  chiefly  practical  dif- 
courles,  which  the  author  was  in¬ 
duced  to  prepare  for  publication, 
from  a  hope  and  conviction  that 
they  would  be  ufeful.  The  fpirit 
of  fervent  piety  which  they  diico- 
ver,  and  the  liberal  catholic  difpo- 
fitions  which  they  recommend,  leave 
us  no  room  to  doubt  but  that  this 
hope  will  be  fulfilled. 

As  the  plan  which  we  are  obliged 
to  adopt,  will  not  permit  us  to  take 
particular  notice  of  the  Angle  kr- 
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mens  of  the  year,  we  fliall  content 
ourfelves,  as  ttfual,  with  feledting  a 
few  out  of  the  number  of  inch  as 
may  be  thought  delerving  of  a  dif- 
tinCt  confide  ration*  Amon?  thefe 
we  mult  not  overlook  44  a  Sermon 
preached  at  St.  Alphage,  Canter¬ 
bury,”  by  Dr.  Horne,  dean  of  Can¬ 
terbury,  and  prelident  of  Magdalen 
College,  Oxford,  recommending 
the  excellent  inftitution  of  Senday- 
fchools.  This  fermon  is  a  fenfibie, 
ferious,  and  forcible  appeal  to  the 
public  fpirit  of  thofe  who  wifli  well 
to  the  community  in  which  they 
live.  The  corrupt  flare  of  man¬ 
ners  among  our  commomdty,  is  de¬ 
le  rioed  in  it  with  great  truth  and 
juftice,  and  many  ufeful  and  ftrik- 
ing  obfervations  are  made  by  the 
preacher,  which,  as  they  are  found¬ 
ed  in  reafon  and  nature,  carry  with 
them  the  force  of  very  powerful 
arguments  in  favour  of  the  objebfc 
which  he  recommends.  Of  the 
excellent  manner  in  which  thefe 
obfervations  are  delivered,  let  the 
reader  judge.  44  At  the  moment  in 
which  I  am  fpeaking,”  fays'  he, 
44  not  lefs  than  one  hundred  thocr- 
fand  pupils  are  faid  to  be  in  train¬ 
ing  under  it’s  care.  There  mav 
foon  be  ten  times  that  number  ;  and 
if  it  finally  fucceed  with  half  thefe, 
five  hundred  thoufand  honefl  men 
and  virtuous  women,  duly  mingled 
in  the  rnafs  of  the  community,  will 
make  a  great  alteration.”  44  An., 
evil  generation  pafles  away ;  and 
therefore,  if  proper  care  be  taken, 
it  may  be  fucceeded  by  a  good  one. 
Elfe  were  the  cafe  of  the  world  la¬ 
mentable  indeed.  With  old  offend¬ 
ers  little  can  be  done.  Hard  la¬ 
bour,  fpare  diet,  and,  above  all, 
folitude,  might  do  foinething.  And 
the  experiment,  if  is  greatly  hoped, 
will  be  made.  But,  in  general,  if 
the  hufbandman  has  in  vain  ducr 
about  the  trees  in  his  garden,  and 

taken 
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taken  every  other  ftep  neceftary  for 
their  improvement  ;  his  method 
muft  .  be  to  train  up  younger  and 
better  plants,  which  may  anlwer 
the  .  end  of  their  plantation,  and 
bear  fruit,  when  the  others  (hail  no 
longer  be  fullered  to  cumber  the 
ground.  ” 

Dr.  Prieftley’s  fermon  on  44  the 
Importance  and  extent  of  Free  En¬ 
quiry.  in  Matters  ol  Religion,  &c.” 
is  a  rational  and  d  fpaftionate  de¬ 
fence  of  an  unreftrained  and  dili¬ 
gent  inveftigation  of  truth.  To 
this  fucceed  observations  on  the 
Itate  of  free  enquiry  in  this  king¬ 
dom'  ;  on  Mr.  White’s  Remarks  on 
Socinianifm,  in  his  fermons  at  the 
Bampton  Left u re  ;  on  Mr.  Howe’s 
difeourfe  on  the  abufe  of  the  talent 
of  deputation  in  religion ;  and  on 
an  anonymous  pamphlet  called 
“  Primitive  Candour.”  It  is  al- 
moft  needlefs  to  lay,  that  in  this 
fermon  the  reader  will  meet  with 
proofs  of  the  lame  ability  and 
ihrewdnels,  as  are  diicoverable  in 
all  the  productions  of  our  author. 
With  refpedt  to  the  great  objeCt  of 
this  publication,  we  have  no  doubt 
of  the  advantages  which  mull  arife 
to  the  caufe  of  truth  and  valuable 
knowledge,  from  inculcating  the  li¬ 
beral  principle  for  which  he  con¬ 
tends.  Nor  can  we  forbear  tran- 
feribing  a  paflage,  in  which,  by  a 
beautiful  comparifon,  he  endea¬ 
vours  to  ftrengthen  the  hands  of 
thofe  who  labour  in  the  fame  caule 
with  himlelf ;  while  he  quiets  the 
apprehenjions  of  fuch  men  as  may 
be  poflefted  of  true  candour,  but 
yet  imagine,  that,  the  fpirit  of  en¬ 
quiry  may  be  carried  too  far,  and 
rendered  fubfervient  to  the  interefts 
of  enthuftafm  or  irreligion.  44  The 
friends  of  free  enquiry  and  truth” 
fays  he,  44  may  reft  Satisfied,  that 
as  every  effort  which  has  hitherto 
been  made,  to  bear  down  the.  caufe 
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for  which  they  contend,  has  in  re* 
ality  lerved  to  promote  it,  fo  alfo 
will,  every  future  effort  that  can  be 
made  for  the  fame  pur  pole.  The 
caufe  of  truth  may  be  compared  to 
to  an  engine,  conftruCted  fo  as  to 
be  put  in  motion  by  the  tide,  and 
which  is  kept  in  its  proper  move¬ 
ment  whether  the  wafer  flow  in  or 
flow  out.  Nothing  here  is  want¬ 
ing  but  motion *  if  being  impoftible 
for  that  motion,  from  whatever 
quarter  it  arife,  to  operate  unfa¬ 
vourably.” 

Dr.  Kippis’s  44  Sermon  preached 
at  the  Old  Jewry,  on  Account  of  a 
new  Academical  Inftitution,  among 
Proteftant  Diftenters,  for  the  Educa¬ 
tion  of  their  Minillers  and  Youth,” 
is  a  fenlible  and  animated  difeourfe, 
on  a  fubjeCl  of  great  importance, 
on  which  he  hath  evidently  thought 
with  great  attention,  delivered  his 
opinion  with  judgment  and  liberali¬ 
ty,  and  in  a  ftyle  that  is  peculiarly 
neat  and  pleafing.  The  defign  of 
this  new  inftitution  was  undertaken, 
as  we  are  given  to  underftand,  by 
feme  of  the  mo  ft  refpedfable  cha¬ 
racters  among  the  regular  difFent- 
ers  ;  and  has  been  carried  on  with 
an  unufuai  fpirit  and  liberality, 
that  do  them  the  greateft  honour. 
From  the  account  which  we  have 
of  the  plan,  and  of  the  views  of 
it’s  fupporters,  we  look  upon  the 
date  of  fuch  an  eftablifhment,  as 
forming  an  important  sera  in  the 
hi  dory  of  the  diftenters.  And  we 
conficler  the  exertions  made  on  this 
occaiion,  to  be  favourable  omens  to 
the  interefts  of  free  enquiry,  ra¬ 
tional  religion,  and  found  philofo- 
phy.  The  manly,  pious  fenti- 
ments  at  the  conclufion  of  this  fer¬ 
mon,  will  not  be  unacceptable  to 
our  readers.  44  Whatever  may  be 
the  ift’ue  with  regard  to  the  fcheme 
now  undertaken,,  for  the  honour  of 
God  and  the  welfare  of  our  fellow- 

creatures 
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creatures ;  whatever  may  be  the  (late 
of  thing's  among  pro  reliant  dilient- 
ers  ;  this  is  our  confolation,  that 
the  univerfe  is  under  the  direction 
of  fnpreme  wifdoni  and  benevo¬ 
lence-;  and  that  under  his  direc¬ 
tion,  the  c.mfe  of  truth,  chriftiani- 
ty,  and  freedom,  cannot  finally 
perifti.  Perhaps  it  may  revive  even 
in  our  hands  :  but  fkotild  that  not 
be  the  cafe,  it  will  rife  with  new 
luilre  among  other  bodies  of  men, 
and  in  other  forms  of  fociety.  The 
fpirit  of  enquiry  is  gone  forth  ;  the 
human  faculties  are  in  motion  ;  the 
<rood  feed  hath  been  fovvn  :  and 

O  m  * 

though  for  a  time,  it  may  be  trod¬ 
den  down  and  depreffed,  it  will 
break  through  all  obfeructions,  and 
fpri  ng  up  to  a  glor  ious  bar  veil. 
With  fitch  a  profpect  before  us,  we 
may  reft  fat i shed  and  happy  ;  re¬ 
joicing  if  God  (hall,  in  any  mea- 
fure,  make  us  the  inftruments  of 
fervice  to  the  church  and- -the  world  ; 
and  being  perfuadtd,  fhould  that 
honour  be  denied  us,  that  our  hum¬ 
ble  endeavours  to  be  ufeful  will  not 
be  forgotten  in  the  great  day  of 
retribution.1* 

Under  the  head  of  Metaphyllcs, 
we  do  not  recoil e£t  any  work,  that 
deferves  particular  notice,  except¬ 
ing  “  The  Elements  ot  the  Science 
of  Ethics,  on  the  Principles  ol  Na¬ 
tural  Phiiofophy,  by  John  Bruce, 
A.  M.  Profeffor  of  Phiiofophy,  and 
Fellow  of  the  Royal  Society  at  Edin¬ 
burgh.”  The  author  of  the  pre- 
fent  treatife  endeavours  to  reduce 
the  feience  of  morals  to  the  fame 
certainty  that  attends  other  faiences, 
and  to  eftablifh  it  on  the  balls* of 
obfervation  and  experiment.  After 
enquiring  into  the  proper  objedts  of 
phiiofophy,  he  devotes  the  fir  ft  part 
of  his  work  to.  the  hiftory  of  ethics, 
as  an  art,  and  as  a  (die nee,  and  of 
rhe  progreffive  improvements  made 
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in  it,  both  by  ancient  and  modem 
moralifts.  In  this  part  he  dife overs 
an  extenlive  and  intimate  acquaint¬ 
ance  with  the  tenets  of  the  diffe¬ 
rent  lchools  among  the  Greeks, 
and  the  belt  modern  writers  from 
Hobbes  to  Dr.  Smith.  In  the  fe- 
cond  part  he  treats  of  the  princi¬ 
ples  of  natural  phiiofophy ;  in 
which  he  is  not  fo  clear  and  accu¬ 
rate  as  we  could  wifh  when  infilling' 
on  the  necemty  of  method  in  the 
ftudy  of  nature,  and  in  efbblifhing 
what  he  calls  the  method  of  feience, 
which  is  nearly  the  fame  with  the 
analytic  method  of  the  old  lchools. 
It  is  in  his  third  part  that  Mr. 
Bruce  delivers  his  particular  the¬ 
ory  ;  and  endeavours,  from  the  re¬ 
gular  appearance  of  certain  pheno¬ 
mena  which  addrefs  the  moral  fa* 
culty,  to  eftablifh  fixed  and  deter¬ 
minate  laws  of  ethics.  That  our 
author  difeovers  great  learning  and 
ingenuity  in  this  laborious  perform¬ 
ance,  and  is  entitled  to  deferred 
ptaife,  we  readily  admit:  but  we 
cannot  think  that  he  hath  been  fuc- 
cefsful  in  removing  the  difficulties 
to  which  the  feience  of  morals  hath 
been  fubjedt.  We  hope,  however, 
that  he  will  perfevere  in  the  fame 
line  of  ftudy  ;  and  that  we  (ball  be 
able  to  congratulate  the  public  on 
the  advantages  which  they  may  de¬ 
rive  from  his  future  labours.  He 
will  not  take  it  a  mils,  if  at  the 
fame  time  we  exp  refs  our  wifh,  that 
he  would  not  be  indifferent  as  to 
the  elegance  and  propriety  of  his 
language  and  exprellion.  We  have  no- 
doubt  ot  hts  abilities  or  tafte;  we  with 
only  to  excite  his  attention  and  care. 

In  turning  our  attention  to  ob¬ 
jects  of  government  and  law,  we 
received  much  fatisfadiion  and  pica- 
fare  in  the  pent  id  l  of  Herren- 
fchwand*s  treatife  on  «  Modem 
political  Oeconomy.”  "The  object 
•of  this  work -  is  to  explain  the  ge¬ 
neral 
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neral  cauies  that  tend  to  affeff  the 
population  of  countries,  as  origi¬ 
nating  from  different  fy items  of  po¬ 
litical  oeeoilomy.  Our  author  di¬ 
vides  the  whole  human  race  into 
three  di  hi  ruff  claffes,  viz.  thofe  who 
live  by  hunting,  by  grazing,  or 
by  cultivating  the  foil  ;  and  con- 
iiders  the  degrees  of  population,  of 
which  each  of  thefe  three  divilions 
are  fufcept  ble.  The  different  fyf- 
tems  of  policy  adopted  by  thofe 
who  have  cultivated  the  foil,  he 
reduces  to  three  in  number;  the 
firff  of  which  he  calls  44  a  Syffem 
of  Abfolute  Agriculture,  fuch  as 
was  that  of  ancient  Rome.  T  he 
fecond  is  a  Syffem  of  Agriculture 
relative,  founded  on  a  byffem  of 
Slavery,  as  was  that  of  Lacedemon. 
The  third  is  a  Syffem  of  Agricul¬ 
ture  relative,  founded  on  a  Syffem 
of  Manufactures  ;  which  is  that  of 
the  Nations  of  modern  Europe. ” 
Each  of  thefe  fyffems  our  author 
particularly  conffders,  as  well  as 
their  reipeiffive  advantages  and  de¬ 
fects.  It  is  to  the  consideration  of 
his  third  fyffem,  that  the  greateif 
part  of  his  work  is  appropriated  ; 
in  which  he  takes  a  wide  and  ex- 
tenffve  range,  and  introduces  a 
numberof  political  fpeculations  and 
difquilitions  on  the  intereff  of  mo¬ 
ney  and  circulation,  the  national 
debt,  and  the  means  of  reducing  it, 
the  inconveniencies  of  war,  divilion 
of  land,  and  the  population  con¬ 
nected  therewith,  the  commerce  of 
grain,  luxury,  proportional  prices 
of  commodities,  encouragement  of 
marriage,  machines,  divilion  ofla- 
bour,  &c.  &c.  which  will  be  found 
to  be  ingenious  and  highly  inter- 
effing  to  the  reader.  The  author’s 
arrangement  of  his  materials  is 
clear  and  diftincff,  his  ffyle  fimple 
and  eafy,  and  his  reafonings,  in 
general,  fair  and  conciulive.  But 
we  do  not  beftow  our  praifes  on  his 


performance  without  any  exception 
or  relerve.  Notwithstanding  his 
good  fenfe,  he  is  rather  too  much 
addicted  to  fyffem  and  hypothelis  ; 
and  has  evidently  been  milled  in 
fume  parts  of  his  reafoning,  by 
taking  principles  and  facts  for 
granted,  which,  without  much  diffi¬ 
culty,  might  be  proved  to  be  erro¬ 
neous.  His  work,  however,  is  a 
valuable  and  entertainingprefent  to 
the  public  ;  and  we  are  happy  to 
find  that  he  intends  publiming  a 
feries  of  treadles  on  the  fame 
fubjedt. 

The  44  Thoughts  on  the  Mecha- 
mlm  of  Societies,  by  the  Marquis 
de  Cafaux,  F.  R.  S.  are  chietly 
employ  d  about  the  lituation  of 
this  country,  and  our  public  debts. 
Inffead  ot  finding'  any  ground  for 
delpondency  or  alarm,  on  attending 
to  the  ffate  of  our  finances,  he  con¬ 
tends,  that  the  nation  is  at  leaft 
twice  as  rich  as  at  the  beginning 
ot  the  century ;  that  the  liquida¬ 
tion  of  our  debts  would  be  in  the 
higheft  degree  impolitic  and  inju¬ 
rious  ;  and  that  even  the  carrying 
on  of  the  war  without  taxes,  would 
have  proved  more  hurtful,  than 
the  burthens  of  which  we  now  com¬ 
plain.  'Fhe  marquis  is  a  lively  and 
fpirited  writer  ;  and  we  have  been 
pleafed  and  improved  by  many  of 
his  remarks  ;  but  we  cannot  recom¬ 
mend  his  work  as  a  judicious  per¬ 
formance  on  the  fubjeeff  of  political 
oeconomy.  It  fliould  feem,  that 
the  author  is  to  be  admired,  rather 
for  a  brilliancy  of  talents,  and  glow 
of  fanev,  than  for  a  turn  of  mind 
adapted  to  cloie  and  accurate  in- 
velligation.  For  a  fpecimen  of  his 
manner  of  writing,  we  refer  our 
readers  to  an  extraeff  from  his  Apo¬ 
logy  for  Luxury,  which  we  have 
given  among  our  mifcellaneous 
papers. 

Of  a  very  different  and  fuperior 

character 
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Iffiaraaer  are  the  ii  Two  Di'coorfcs 
delivered  at  public  Meetings  of  the 
Royal  Academy  of  Sciences  and 
Relies  Lett  re?,  at  Berlin,  on  the 
Population  of  States  in  general,  and 
that  of  the  Pruilian  Dominions  in 
particular,  and  on  the  true  Riches 
©f  States  arid  Nations,  &c.”  by  the 
Baron  de  Hertzberg.  In  the  firft 
difcourfe  we  have  a  moll  pleafirig 
account  of  the'  judicious  and  effec¬ 
tive 'meafures  adopted  by  the  king 
-of  Pruffia,  to  iricreafe  the  popula¬ 
tion  of  his  dominions  :  which  has 
been  already  doubled  in  his  here¬ 
ditary  kingdom,  and  trebled  by  the 
increafb'  of  his  territories.  The 
proof  of  the  latter  affections,  the 
IWon  eliablifh.es  by  a  feries  of  in- 
controvertible  fabls.  In  his  fecond 
Difcourfe  he  fbews  that  the  princi¬ 
pal  foundations  of  the  profperity  of 
a  flare,  confiff  in  good  agriculture, 
National  induftry,  and  the  bal lance 
of  commerce  ;  which  balance  will 
always  be  in.  favour  of  the  nation 
whoe  commodities  are  the  neccftk- 
Hes  of  life,  and  againil  the  nation 
whole  different  kinds  of  merchan¬ 
dize  edniift  only  of  articles  of  lux¬ 
ury.  In  fupport  of  thefe  pofitions, 
fie  difeovers  the  abilities  of  a  pro¬ 
found  politician  and  well-informed 
hiftoriam  In  thefe  Difcourfes,  we 
meet  with  much  ufeful  information, 
and  found  reafoning.  The  objeils 
which  are  difeuffed  in  them,  are 
inte  re  fling  to  all  flares  arid  king¬ 
doms  ;  and  the  political  leflfon's 
which  may  be  drawn  from  them*, 
defervtn'p*  of  their  practice.  We 
fhould  be  glad  to  fee  more  of  the 
baron*s  valuable  papers  m  nff  Eng- 
liffi  drefs  ;  and  we  think  the  public 
much  indebted  to  Dr.  Towers,  for 
his  faithful  and  juft  traiiflhtion  of 
Ishofe  before  us. 

Mr.  Howler,  in  his  “  Enquiry 
into  the  Influence  which  Incloiures 
have  had  upop.  the  Population  of 


England1”  contends,  in  oppofition 
to  the  opinion  of  Dr.  Price,  and 
Others,  that  they  are  highly  favour¬ 
able  to  population.  In  order  td 
eilablifh  his  point,  he  compares  the 
ft  ire  of  population,  during  tw0 
different  periods  of  five  year's  each, 
in  feveral  pa  riffles  lately  inclofed, 
with  that  in  others,  in  the  lame 
comities,,  which  have  riot  been  in¬ 
clofed  ;  and  he  corroborates  his 
comparative  ftaremefft  by  the  re¬ 
turns  of  militia  nien  for  the  county 
of  Rutland,  con  lifting  of  56  or  57 
parilhes,  of  which  ten  have  been 
inclofed  within  the  lafl  25  years. 
Without  entering  into  the  queffiori 
Whether  the  evidence  on  which  he 
founds  his  reafoning  is  deciffve  and 
fatisfaflory,  we  think,,  that  brought 
fowards  as  it  is,  with  Mr.  Howlerii 
ufual  ability  afcd  fhrewdnefs,  it 
carries  conffderable  weight  with  it, 
add  deferves  a  careful  inveftigation. 
To  a  fecond  edition  which  has  beeri 
publilhed  within  the  year,  there 
has  been  added  an  Appendix,  con¬ 
taining  a  letter  from  the  rev.  I.  C* 
Woodhoufe,  rector  of  Ddnington9 
in  Shropfhire  ;  giving  an  account 
of  the  Hate  of  population  in  that  pa- 
rifft,  for  near  one  hundred  years  pail, 
with  judicious  remarks  and  obfer- 
vations,  which  are  favourable  to 
the  idea  which  Mr.  HoWlet  hath 
entertained. 

The  author  of  i(  Cur  Tory  Re- 
ttiarks  dn  Incloiures,  Stc.r>  which 
appear  to  be  the  genuine  product 
tions  of  a  farmer,  takes  the  oppo- 
fite  fide  of  the  queftion,  and  erf- 
deavours  to  prove  tliat  the  mod 
pernicious  and  deftruettve  confe- 
q'uen cds  mu  ft  arife  from  the  inclof- 
ing  of  common-fields;  Elis  greats 
argument  agamft  fuch  a  practice  5% 
that  it  neceffarily  and  inevitably 
tends  to  the  depopulation  of  a  conn-' 
trv.'  The  accounts,  however,  which 
the  baron  Hertzberg  gives  of  the; 
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means  made  ufe  of  by  the  king  of 
Prufiia,  to  increafe  the  population 
of  his  dominions,  will  lead  many 
of  the  readers  of  the  prcfent  pam¬ 
phlet  to  conclude,  that  the  authoi’s 
argument  is  founded  rather  on  an¬ 
cient  and  popular  prejudice  than 
on  the  fu re  bafis  of  obfervation  and 
experiment. 

Mr.  Knox  hath  publi  filed  a  fe- 
cond  edition  of  his  44  View  of  the 
Britifh  Empire,  more  efgecialLy  of 
Scotland,  &c.”  in  2  vols. ;  which 
is  fo  much  enlarged,  that  it  may 
almoft  be  coiifidered  as  a  new  work. 
In  this  edition  he  hath  given  a  more 
comprehensive  detail  of  the  ancient 
and  prefent  hate  of  North  Britain, 
in  what  relates  to  commerce,  navi¬ 
gation,  fifheries,  -manufadtures,  and 
agriculture;  to  which  he  hath 
added  a  number  of  miscellaneous 
fubjects.  The  earned  nefs  and  fer¬ 
vor  which  mark  the  writings  of  our 
author,  feefn  well  adapted  to  excite 
a-  fpir-it  of  national-  improvement ; 
and  with  thefe  fentiments  of  their 
utility,  we  heartily  recommend  the 
prefent  volumes  to  the  acceptance 
of  the  public.  What  renders  this 
recommendation  peculiarly  feafon- 
able,  is  the  late  incorporation,  by 
aid  of  parliament,  of  the  Britifh  fo- 
,ciety  _  for  extending  the  fifheries, 
and  improving  the  coafis  of  this 
kingdom,  &c.  from  whofe  exertions, 
very  effential  benefits  are  expected 
to  aiife  to  the  ftate,  as  well  as  to 
individuals. 

The  fame  author  hath  publifhed 
a  pamphlet  called  44  Obfervations 
on  the  Fifheries,”  which  is  an 
abridgement  of  what  is  contained 
in  the  volumes  juft  mentioned,  in¬ 
tended  for  a  more  general  circula¬ 
tion  and  perufal.  He  hath,  like- 
wife,  drawn  up  44  A  Difcourfe  on 
the  Expediency  of  eftablifliing  Piffl¬ 
ing  Stations  in  fmall  Towns  in  the 
Highlands  of  Scotland,  and  the 


bride  Blands,”  which  hath  been 
printed  at  the  expence  of  the  High¬ 
land  Society  in  London,  for  the  in¬ 
formation  of  the  public,  and  the 
members  of  that  l'ociety  in  parti¬ 
cular. 

Dr.  M‘Farlan\s  44  Tradh  on  Sub- 
jedls  of  National  Importance,  &c.” 
con  lift  of  two  difeourfes  which  were 
read  before  the  Royal  Society  of 
Scotland*  The  firft,  which  is  on 
4 4  the  Advantage  of  Manufadkires* 
Commerce,  and  Great  Tozvas,  to 
the  Population  and  Profperity  of  a 
Country,”  contains  many  juft  and 
pertinent  remarks  :  together  with 
the  opinions  of  the  heft  modern 
writers  who  have  treated  on  thefe 
fubjedts,  iiluftrated  in  a  manner  that 
may  be  exceedingly  uft ful  to  fuch 
as  have  not  lei  fur  e  or  ability  for 
much  reading  or  refiecsion.  The 
fecond  difcourfe,  mentions  the 
44  Difficulties  ftated  to  a  propofed 
Aflefiment  of  the  Land  Tax;” 
fuggefting,.  at  the  fame  time,  an¬ 
other  fubjedt  of  taxation,  not  liable 
to  the  fame  objections.  This  new 
fubjedf  is  a  tax  upon  ftock  ;  which 
the  author  affirms  to  be  entirely 
confident  with  the  fpirit  and  dengn 
of  the  land  tax,  as  originally  im- 
pofed.  And  tve  mu  ft  do  him  the 
juftice  to  acknowledge,  that  his 
reafonings  on  the  propriety  of  fuch 
a  fubftitute  for  a  very  unequal  and 
partial  tax,  are  not  only  plaufible, 
but  intelligent  and  weighty;  and 
that  they  are  worthy  the.  attentive 
eon  ft  deration  of  thole  who  employ 
their  thoughts  on  objedls  of  go¬ 
vernment  and  finance. 

Mr.  Hotwell,  in? his  44  New  Expe¬ 
riment  for  the  Prevention  or  Crimes, 
&c.”  fuggefts  the  fanciful  propofai* 
that  the  king  ftiould  in  fiit’u  t£  an  or¬ 
der  of  virtue,  to  be  conferred  on  all- 
fuch  perfons  as  ftrnild  deferve  it  * 
that  the  infignhv  of  it  ftiould  be  a 
gold  msdal,  to  be  wprn  fuftftnded 
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on  toe  outer  garment ;  and  that  the 
grand  juries  fhould  be  obliged  to 
prefen t  the  good  as  well  as  the  bad, 
at  the  feveral  ailizcs,  in  order  to 
find  out  the  proper  fubjedts  of  fuch 
a  diftindtion.  His  other  propoft- 
tioiis  are  better  calculated  to  en¬ 
gage  ferioiis  attention  :  as  when  he 
pleads  that  alliilance  fhould  be  al¬ 
lowed,  at  the  expence  of  the  date, 
to  honed  arid  worthy  families,  drug¬ 
ging  under  difficulties,  and  for 
the  encouragement  of  matrimony 
jtmong  the  poor.  But  even  fuch 
falutary  propofals,  for  promoting 
the  ftrength  and  good  order  of  our 
country,  will,  we  fear,  meet  with 
no  better  reception  from  our  public 
characters,  than  the  mesd  wild  and 
vilionary  projects.  The  author’s 
concluding  reflections,  on  the 
diameful  inequality  of  our  criminal 
laws,  are  founded  on  equity  and  good 
fenfe ;  and  it  may  be  worth  the  while 
of  the  legiflature,  to  make  trial  of 
fome  of  the  alterations  and  reforms 
which  he  recommends. 

Mr.  Zouch’s  44  Hints  refpeCting 
the  Public  Police,”  appear  to  have 
been  dictated  by  a  laudable  and 
weil-direCled  zeal  for  the  reform¬ 
ation  of  public  manners.  They  are 
founded  in  good  fenfe,  a  juft  know¬ 
ledge  of  human  nature,  and  a  fpi- 
rit  of  genuine  humanity  ;  and  will, 
doubtiefs,  be  refpeCtfully  received 
by  his  brethren  on  the  bench. 

Mr.  Barret,  in  his  44  Effiay  to¬ 
wards  eflablifhing  a  Sydem  of  Po¬ 
lice,  &c.”  propofes  a  national  fav- 
ing  of  four  millions  per  annum, 
from  adopting  the  plan,  which  he 
recommends.  But  this  object,  great 
and  defi ruble  as  it  undoubtedly  is, 
would  be  no  compenfatlon  for  the 
introduction  of  a  fydem,  which  is 
rather  adapted  to  a  defpotic  than  to 
a  free  country.  We  had  better 
continue  to  differ  the  evils  arifing 
a  licentious  abufe  of  liberty, 


than  give  the  fandtion  of  law  to 
dangerous  encroachments  on  her 
facred  privileges. 

The  Author  of  <e  A  Diflertation 
on  the  Poor  Laws,”  who  calls 
himfelf  44  a  Well-wifher  to  Man¬ 
kind,”  undertakes  to  ftiow,  that 
thole  laws  are  fo  abfurd  and  impo¬ 
litic  in  their  nature,  and  fo  liable 
to  perpetual  and  glaring  abufes, 
that  they  do  a&ually  promote  thofe 
very  evils  which  they  were  intend¬ 
ed  to  remedy.  Our  limits  will  not 
allow  us  to  mention,  particularly* 
the  methods  which  he  propofes  for 
the  correction  of  this  great  evil ; 
the  principal  of  them  are,  that  ther 
relief  which  is  given  to  the  poor 
fhould  be  limited  and  precarious ; 
that  the  friendly  focieties  of  the. 
poor*  where  each  per  foil  fubferibes 
a  trifle  monthly,  in  order  to  obtain 
relief  when  unable  to  work,  fhould 
be  pufhed  as  far  as  they  will  go, 
and  be  made  univerfal ;  and  that 
the  mod  vigorous  meafnres  fhould 
be  adopted  bv  the  legiflature  fW 
increafing  the  quantity  of  food  iii 
the  kingdom,  Notwithdandingthat 
we  do  not,  in  'every  inflance,.  feel 
the  force  of  our  author’s  icafoning, 
yet  wc  are  fully  convinced  of  the 
truth  of  his  leading  pofltion,  and 
anxioufly  expeCt  the  time  When 
thefe  ineffective  ftatutes  diall  under¬ 
go  a  parliamentary  reviflom 

From  an  4i  Ellhy  on  Parifh  Work- 
houfes ;  with  Lome  Regulations  pro- 
poled  for  their  Improvement,  by 
Edmund  Giiiingwater,  Overfeer  of 
the  Poor,  at  Harleflon,  Norfolk,” 
we  derive  farther  evidence  of  the 
pernicious  tendency  of  our  prefent 
fydem  of  poor  Ian  s.  He  appeals 
to  be  well  acquainted  with  the  fub- 
jeCts  on  which  he  treats ;  and  cen- 
fures,  with  great  juftiev,  the  flagrant 
mifmanagenlent  under  which  the 
interefts  of  the  poor,  and  in  theirs, 
the  interefts  of  the  community  at 
4 L  3  large 
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large  are  conduced.  But  we  can¬ 
not  think  that  the  regulations  and 
amendments,  which  he  propofes, 
Would  produce  a  reformation  ad¬ 
equate  to.  the  willies  of  our  worthy 
aftthor.  They  appear  to  us  to  be 
an  y  temporary  expedient'-.  It  is 
on  a  total  alteration,  and  entire 
change  of  fyfcern,  that  we  found 
our  expefta Tons- of  effectual  relief. 

Mr.  Aclaoa’s  1,6  flan  for  render¬ 
ing  the  Poor  independent  of  public 
Contributions,”  is  a  benevolent  pro-* 
pofd  for  checking  the  increafe,  and 
diminifhing  the  weight  of  the  poor’s 
rates,  which  are  become  almofl  an 
intolerable  burthen.  This  Plan  is- 
formeef  u  on  the  bafis  of  the  friendly 
focieties,  commonly  called  clubs.- 
It  forms  all  the  members  of  fociety 
(excepting  Inch  as  are  therein  ex¬ 
cepted)  into  one  general  club  jr 
which  is  fubdiyided  into  twelve  dif- 
ferent  claffes  of  perfons,  who  are 
all,  under  certain  circumfiances,  to 
receive,  as  a  matter  of  right,  a  dif¬ 
ferent  allowance,  according  to  rheir 
different  contributions,  in  cafe  they 
fliall  Hand  in  need  ;  but  other  wife, 
the  contributions  or  the  richer  fub- 
feribers  to  go  in  aid  of  the  poorer 
ones,  and  afford  them  a  better  pro- 
vifion  for  all  their  wants.”  Mr. 
Ac  land  feems  to  have  been  influ¬ 
enced  by  the  pureff  and  bell  of  mo¬ 
tives  ;  and  whether  his  ide,: s  be 
adopted  by  the  Iegiilature,  or  not, 
his  endeavours  to  become  eflejitial* 
}y  ufeful,  entitle  him  to  the  thanks 
of  his  country.  With  refpedt  to 
the  general  principle,  and  prudtica- 
bility  of  the  plan  itfelf,  it  can  re¬ 
quire  no  flronger  teftimonral  to  the 
public,  than  what  is  conveyed  in 
the  approbation  of  Dr.  Price.  In 
a  letter  to  the  author,  he  fays,  “it 
feems  to  me  that  your  plan  has  a 
tendency  to  do  the  greatefi  good, 
by  affording,  in  the  bell  manner, 
■tlie  mod  agreeable  and  ufeful  relief 


to  the  poor ;  by  encouraging  ifw- 
gality,  induftry  and  virtue,  among: 
them,  and  by  promoting  the  popu¬ 
lation  of  the  kingdom,  and  remov*- 
ing  many  of  the  evils  which  at¬ 
tend  our  prefent  poor  -  laws.  I 
will  add  what  appeals  to  me  a  fur¬ 
ther  recomme rrffation  of  it,  that  it 
will  fubfiitute  in  the  room  of  the 
prefent  dangerous  plans  of  th#" 
friendly  focieties  fcattered  through- 
ought  the  kingdom,  one  gene¬ 
ral  plan  of  the  fame  kind, 
well-formed,  fubffantial,  and  per¬ 
manent.”' 

Mr.  Gale,  in  an  44  Effhy  on  the 
Nature  and  Principles  of  Public 
Credit,  &c.”  employs  himfelf  in 
pointing  out  the  Hate  of  the  public 
debts  of  this  kingdom,  and  in  pro- 
poling  a  plan  for  their  gradual  pay¬ 
ment.  Of  the  principle  of  this 
pian,  and  of  its  merits,  when-  com¬ 
pared  with  the  method  of  redemp* 
tion  adopted  by  government,  we 
fhafl  enable  our  readers  to  form 
fome  judgment,  by  inferting  our 
author’s  own  account  of  it.  He 
propofes,  firfl,  to  convert  the  pub¬ 
lic  debts  into  a  five  per  cent.  Hock, 
by  offering  to  the  creditors,  a  cer¬ 
tain  proportion  of  fuch  five  per 
cent,  ftocks,  in  exchange  for  their 
prelent  Hocks  and  annuities.  Se¬ 
condly,  to  fecure  the  new  Hock  from 
a  redudfion  of  interclt  ;  by  making 
if  liable  only  to  a  periodical  tender 
;for  its  redemption-,,  equal  to  the  an¬ 
nuity.  Thirdly,  to  prov  ide  for  the 
convenfencies  of  thofe  to  whom  the 
periodical  redemption  might  be  in¬ 
convenient,  by  allowing  a  fufpen- 
fion  of  the  tender  on  certain  fixed 
principles.  Fourthly,  to  provide 
for  the  cOnveniencies  of  thofc  whofe 
fit  nations  and  circumfiances  might 
be  fuch  as  to  require  temporary 
annuities  for  lives  or  years ;  by  al¬ 
lowing  a  tranfeription  of  the  re* 
deemable  ftock  into  fuch  tempora¬ 
ry 
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tv  annuities,  on  certain  fixed  prm« 
ciples.,  according  to  their  respec¬ 
tive  values.  Fifthly,  to  give  a  far¬ 
ther  general  encouragement  far 
the  converlion  of  the  debt';  by 
granting  a  preference,  in  all  future 
loans,  to  the  holders  or  proprietors 
of  the  new  dock. ” 

The  author  of  u  The  Prefent 
State  of  Great  Britain  confide  reel, 
•and  the  National  Debt  difeuffed, 
&e.”  eftimates  the  population  of 
this  country  at  feven  millions. 
From  this  number  he  deducts 
three  millions  for  worn  or  and 
children,  two  millions  for  labour¬ 
ers  and  artisans,  one  million  far 
petty  fhopkeepers,  failers,  foldiers, 
.and  fervants.  On  the  re fp e Dive 
incomes  of  the  remaining  million, 
confiding  of  nobility,  gentry,  con¬ 
siderable  trade  (men,  raanufadurers, 
and  farmers,  he  propofes  to  lay  a 
tax  of  five  per  cent.  With  the  pro- 
duD  of  this  tax,  together  with  five 
per  cent,  on  the  value  of  all  foreign 
goods  imported  on  foreign  bottoms, 
after  aholiftiing  the  land-tax,  and 
abrogating  the  laws  of  cullom  and 
excite,  this  writer  is  certain  of  pay¬ 
ing  off  the  national  debt  in  four 
years;  one  hundred  millions  except¬ 
ed,  referred  as  a  fund  for  marriage 
fettlements,  the  property  of  wi¬ 
dows  and  orphans,  and  for  monied 
intereft  attached  to  government. 

Earl  Stanhope,  whofe  abilities 
as  a  calculator  are  well  known,, 
hath  pubiifhed  “  Obfervations  on 
Mr.  Pitt’s  Plan  for  the  redemption 
of  the  national  Debt,’5  in  which 
he  dates  fey  era  1  obiedions  to  the 
fcheme  of  the  minuter,  and  com* 
pares  it  with  one  offered  by  himfeif. 
Elis  objections  are,  that  the  com- 
miifioners  appointed  by  Mr.  Pitt’s 
bill,  may,  by  the  power  which  it 
gives  them,  become  dock-jobbers, 
.and  make  fortunes  hv  gambling  in 
the  funds,  to  the  prejudice  of  their 


truft  ;  that  by  a  rife  in  the  price 
of  the  funds,  the  redemption  will 
be  made  at  great  ad vancemements, 
above  the  natural  average  prices  $ 
and  that  the  fund  eftublifited  is.  not 
rendered  unalienable,  but  is  expofed 
to  the  depredation  of  any  future 
minuter,  for  new  exigencies,  or 
new  fchemes.  The  plan  which  our 
noble  author  propofes  is,  to  reduce 
the  capital  of  the  three  percents, 
which  is  no,  lefs.  a  fun  than  186 
millions,  by  inviting  the  holders  of 
fuch  dock  to  convert  them  into  four 
percents,  under  a  promile  of, pri¬ 
ority  of  redemption  ;  which  he 
conliders  as  an  advantage  fuffici- 
entiy  great,  to  induce  the  holders  of 
the  prelent  three  per  cents  to  make 
this  converlion.  This  method  tfip 
noble  lord  contends,  is  not  only 
■  the  cheaped  method  of  redeeming 
the  whole  public  debt,  but  the 
quickeft  in  its  operation,  requiring 
only  5 1  years,  while  that  of  the 
mini  tier  takes  up  68-.  a 

The  author  of  “  A  Short  Anfwer 
to  teEarl  Stanhope’s  Obfervations, 
&c.”  enters  into  a  clofe  and  parti¬ 
cular  examination  of  the  noble 
lord’s  objedions  ;  to  which  he  re¬ 
plies  with  much  fhrewdnefs,  and 
with  equal  alperity  of  language-. 
Inftead  of  the  advantages  aferibed 
to  his  lordfhip's  plan,  the  prefent 
writer  endeavours  to  Ihow,  that  it 
is  founded  upon  falfe  hypothefes, 
and  fupported  by  erroneous  calcu¬ 
lations  ;  that  it  is  at  once  romantic 
and  expenfive  ;  impolfible  to  be 
carried  into  execution,  and  highly 
injurious  to  the  public,  if  it  could 
be  adopted. 

Lord  Newhayen,  in  A  Short 
Addrefs  to  the  Public,”  offers  two 
fchemes  to  their  conlideration,  for 
the  redemption  of  the  national 
debt.  In  the  fir  ft,  he  fuppofes  the 
annual  income  of  Great  Britain,  it* 
lands,  houftes,  and  perfonai  proper- 
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ty,  to  amount  to  one  hundred  mil¬ 
lions  .  On  this  principal  he  fup- 
pofes  one  per  cent  to  be  charged  an¬ 
nually  ;  which,  after  paying  the 
intereft  of  our  prefent  national 
debt,  and  the  charges  of  manage¬ 
ment,  would  leave  a  furplus  fuffi- 
gient,  in  a  fhort  time,  to  difencura- 
ber  us  of  the  heavy  load.  In  his 
fecond  fcheme,  in  order  to  fhow  the 
practicability  of  reducing  our  pub¬ 
lic  debt,  he  fuppofes  that  there  are 
in  Great  Britain  two  millions  of 
perfons  capable  of  paying  12L1CS., 
pr  one  million  capable  of  paying 
^25!.,  or  live  hundred  thoufand  per¬ 
sons  capable  of  paying  ^cl.,  or  two 
hundred  and  fifty  thoufand,  capable 
of  paying  1  col.,  or  one  hundred  and 
twenty -five  thoufand  capable  of 
paying  200!.,  per  annum  ;  any  of 
which  numbers,  at  their  refpeCiive 
rates,  would  be  able  to  pay  oft  two 
hundred  millions  in  eight  years. 

In  conformity  with  the  fpirit  of 
lord  Newhaven’s  plan,  fir  Francis 
Blake,  in  his  pamphlet  called  “The 
dEfficacy  of  a  Sinking  Fund  of'cne 
^Million  per  Annum  confidered,^ 
endeavours  to  prove,  that  the  only 
way  of  liquidating  the  public  debt, 
is  by  dividing  it  among  the  people 
in  general,  according  to  the  pro¬ 
perties  which  they  pofiefs.  Every 
other  fcheme  he  contiders  to  be  vi¬ 
sionary  and  ineffectual,  and,  theie- 
fore,  equally  reprobates  the  plans 
Mr.  Pitt  and  lord  Stanhope. 

In  a  fubfequent  publication,  the 
fame  author  contefts  “the  pro¬ 
priety  of  an  aChial  payment  of 
the  public  debt,”  declaring  it  to  be 
his  idea,  that  it  has  been  the  means 
<6f  introducing  much  wealth,  of 
ivhich  the  ft  ream  would  not  other- 
Wife  have  flowed  into  thefe  parts. 
That  it  is  now  the  means  of  detain¬ 
ing  wealth*  of  which  we  cannot 
retain  the  ufe  in  any  other  way. 
4nd  that  when  reviewed  in  $hi? 
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light,  any  diminution  of  its  bulk 
would  be  feen  and  felt  as  a  diminu¬ 
tion  of  ftrength  ;  and  fo,  by  parity 
of  reafoning,  its  total  extinction 
would  not  only  be  injurious,  but 
might  prove  fatal  to  this  country* 
Mr,  Barfoot,  in  his  u  Two  Let¬ 
ters  addrfefied  to  Mr.  Pitt,  for  ob¬ 
taining  an  equal  Svftem  of  Taxa¬ 
tion,  and  for  reducing  the  national 
Debt,’*  entertains  nearly  the  fame 
idea  with  lord  Mewhaven,  and  fir 
Francis  Blake,  with  refpeCt  to  the 
practicable  means  of  paying  it  off* 
His  opinion  refpeCting ;  taxation, 
will  be  found  coincident  with  that 
of  molt  of  his  readers,  viz.  that 
the  taxes  on  the  neceflaries  of  life 
lliould  be  reduced,  and  the  defL 
ciency  of  the  revenue  fupplied  by 
additional  impofts  on  luxury. 

Schomberg’s  u  Treadle  on  the 
Maritime  Laws  of  Rhodes,”  may 
be'  confidered  as  an  appendix  to 
his  Hiftorical  and  Chronological 
View  of  Roman  Law,  which  we 
noticed  in  our  Regifter  of  Iaft  year, 
and  is  a  farther  evidence  of  the 
author’s  learning  and  ingenuity, 
and  extenfive  acquaintantance  with 
thecivil  law.  The  Rhodians,  though 
not  the  firft  navigators,  were  un- 
queftionably  the  firft  legiilators  of 
the  fea.  And  though  it  is  impof? 
Able  to  fix  .the  precife  time  when 
their  fea  laws  were  compiled,  their 
opinion  leems  tP  t  an  improbable 
one,  who  date  their  origin  from  the 
time  when  Rhodes  firft  acquired  the 
fuperiority  on  the  leas,  which  was 
about  nine  centuries  before  the 
Chriftian  rera.  In  reading  Mr. 
Schomberg’s  Treatife  on  them,  we 
have  received  much  information 
and  pleafure  ;  as  well  as  from  the 
collateral  circumf  ances  which  he 
introduces,  when  pointing  out  their 
reception  and  influence  in  every  11a? 
val  and  commercial  country/  After 
their  operation  among  the  Romans* 
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and  the  deftrudion  of  their  empire, 
he  has  traced  out  their  remains  in 
the  Pandeds  ;  (hewn  the  revival  of 
tfiem  in  the  Amaifitan  Tables;  the 
Confolato  del  Mare ;  the  Laws  of 
Oleron,  enaded  by  Richard  the 
fnil,  which  are  the  balls  of  the 
prefent  maritime  Saws  of  England  ; 
the  Wifhuy  Code  ;  and  the  Laws  of 
the  Planfe-towns.  From  the  fpe- 
ehnens  which  th#  prefent  and  our 
authors  former  performance  have 
given  of  his  abilities,  and  manner 
of  writing,  we  look  forwards,  with 
much  pleafure,  for  the  remaining 
part  of  his  plan,  which  he  hath 
pro  mi  fed  to  the  public. 

Mr,  Pickering  in  his  4£  Difcourfe 
on  the  Ufe  and  Dodrine  of  Attach¬ 
ments, s?  contends,  that  the  pradice 
%vhich  he  reprobates,  and  under 
which  he  has  been  a  fufferer,  is  an 
opprefiive  exertion  of  the  power  of 
the  courts,  and  repugnant  to  the 
fpirit  of  Magna  Charta.  His  trear 
life  is  written  with  the  animation 
and  freedom  of  a  man  who  is  jealous 
of  his  privileges,  and  who  is  well 
acquainted  with  the  laws  and  con- 
llitution  of  his  country.  And  we 
Hi  all  be  glad  to  fee  the  fubjed,  to 
which  he  here  calls  the  public  at¬ 
tention,  more  amply  difcufied,  as 
it  refpeds  the  regular  diftribution 
of  juftice,  and  the  effentiai  interells 
of  the  community. 

Among  the  articles  under  the 
head  of  Law,  which  will  be  valu¬ 
able  t@  profefiional  men,  we  mull 
pot  omit  to  mention,  that  there 
bath  been  publifhed,  during  the 
prefent  year,  a  continuation  of  the 
valuable  edition  of  44  The  Statutes 
at  Large,  from  the  twentieth  of 
George  the  Third,  to  the  twenty- 
fifth,  inclufive  ;  to  which  is  prefixed 
a  Table  of  Titles  of  all  the  public 
and  private  Statutes,  during  that 
Time,  with  a  copious  Index/’ 
la  the  fame  clafs  we  ibid. Cook’s 
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44  Compendious  Syfiem  of  the 
Bankrupt  Laws,”  which  will  be 
principally  acceptable  on  account 
of  its  bringing  into  one  point  of 
view  all  the  feparate  acts  concern¬ 
ing  bankrupts,  which  form  but  one 
fyilem  of  law ;  and  on  account  of 
the  inftrudions,  given  in  the  ap¬ 
pendix,  for  procuring  and  carrying 
on  the  bu linefs  of  a  commilfion,  to¬ 
gether  with  a  great  variety  of  uteful 
precedents. 

Sheridan’s  44  Prefent  Practice  of 
the  Court  of  King’s  Bench,”  will 
alfo  be  found  to  pofiefs  the  merit  of 
being  a  better  guide  to  the  pradice 
of  that  court  than  any  of  the  for¬ 
mer  publications  on  the  fubjed, 
which  we  have  met  with. 

In  giving  our  account  of  the 
Mathematical  produdlions  of  the 
year,  our  firil  attention  is  due  to 
Dr.  Hutton’s  44  Trads,  Mathema¬ 
tical  and  Philofophical.”  The  firlf, 
fecond,  and  third  of  thefe  Trads, 
contain  remarks  on  the  nature  of 
feries,  and  their  fummation,  toge¬ 
ther  with  new  methods  of  finding 
the  fum  of  numeral  infinite  feries, 
whofe  terms  are  alternately  plus 
and  minus,  and  of  fumming  a  very 
flowly  converging  feries,  where  the 
figns  are  all  pofitive.  It  is  not 
polfible  to  give  an  abridgment  of 
pur  author’s  method-.  They  appear 
to  us,  however,  to  he  exceedingly 
11fef1.1l,  as  well  as  curious  ;  and 
adapted  to  facilitate  the  labours  of 
the  mathematical  fiudent.  The 
fourth  Trad  is  an  in ve litigation  of 
fome  general  rules  for  extrading 
any  root  of  a  given  number;  which 
polleffes  higher  claims  to  excel¬ 
lence  than  any  of  the  ingenious 
theorems  with  which  we  had  before 
been  acquainted.  The  fifth  Trad 
is  a  new  method  of  determimng 
the  roots  of  higher  equations.  The 
iixth  is  a  demonfiration  of  the  truth 

C  f  ' 
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pf  th§  Newtonian  binomial  theo-  able  prefent  $.0  thofe  teachers  of 
yem,  in  the  general  cafe  of  fradtio-  that  l'cience  who  make  ule  of  his 
jial  exponents.  The  leventh  Tradt  work,  as  it  will  enable  them  the' 
xyill  be  peculiarly  acceptable  to  more  readily  to  examine  ’the  folu^ 
geometricians,  on  account  of  the  tions  of  their  pupils,  and  to  difco- 
4emondrations  which  it  contains  of  yea  any  errors  which  they  may 
fome  curious  properties  of  the  haye  committed. 

Iphlre.  The  eighth  traft  is  a  folu-  “  The  Rudiments  of  Mathema** 
tion  of  a  problem  to  divide  a  circle  tics;  defigned  for  the  ule  of  Stu~ 
into  any  number  of  parts,  >vhiph  dents  at  the  Univerfities,  <kc.  by 
fhall  be  as  well  equal  in  area  as  in  W.  L  ud  lam,  late  fellow  of  St. 
circumference.  T  he  lad  tradt  con-  John’s  College,  Cambridge,”  is  a 
tains  a  defcription  and  refult  of  fe-  fliprt  elementary  treatife,  which 
veral  experiments  made  at  Wool-  is  highly  deferving  of  the  patron., 
wich,  for  the  dike  of  improving  the  age  pf  the  public.  The  author 
theory  of  gunnery,  from  thefe  begins  with  explaining  the  dodtrine 
experiments  many  conclulions  are  of  vulgar  fractions,  and  the  cle- 
drawn  by  Dr.  Hutton,  from  which  ments  of  algebra  ;  which  he  hath 
the  natural  Philofopher  may  derive  done  in  a  manner  that  will  be  found 
information,  as  well  as  the  marhe-  uncommonly  eafy  and  fatisfadtory 
madman.  They  appear  to  have  to  the  learner.  His  Remarks,  like- 
been  made  with  the  greated  atten-  wife,  on  the  firffc  fix  Books  of  Eu- 
tion  aqd  accuracy,  and  do  equal  did,  will  be  ufeful,  in  rendering 
honour  to  the  ingenuity  and  judg-  young  dudents  acquainted  with  the 
jnent  of  the  learned  author.  intention  and  defign  of  that  author » 

The  public  is,  likewife,  much  and  his  illuftrations  of  trigono* 
indebted  to  Dr.  Hutton  for  “  The  metry,  in  elucidating  that  im~ 
Compendious  .Meafurer;  being  a  portant  branch  of  pure  mathe- 
brief,  but  comprehendve  Treatife  matics. 
on  Menfu ration  and  Practical  Geo¬ 
metry,”  which  will  be  found  eon-  [In  fpeaking  of  tfe  PhUofophical 
cife  and  perfpicuous,  and  fufficient  produdHons  of  the  year,  we  mud, 
for  the  information  and  ufe  of  art-  as  ufual,  begin  with  theTranfabtions 
ids  who  may  not  be  adepts  in  the  of  the  Royal  Society;  and  their 
theory  of '  menfuration.  To  this  annual  volume  is,  in  many  re- 
ufefiul  performance  are  prefixed  two  fpedfs.  interesting  and  ufeful.  The 
introductory  treaties,  containing  Series  of  Experiments  on  thePowers 
an  explanation  of  what  the  lludent  of  different  Fluids,  as  Conductors  of 
fhould  be  acquainted  wirh  in  deci-  Heat,  by  dr  Benjamin  Thomfon, 
trial  ahTduodecimal  arithmetic,  and  are  extremely  curious;  much  re¬ 
in  geometrical  definitions  and  con-  mains  to  be  done  ;  but  he  has 
Rruddens.  The  final  1  number  of  clearly  fhown,  that  a  vacuum  con- 
rules  with  which  Dr.  Hutton  bur-  dudts  heat  more  imperfectly  than 
thens  the  learner’s  memory,  and  common  air,  which  of  itfelf,  per- 
the  pertinent  examples  by  which  forms  the  office  jflowly  and  incom- 
they  are  illudrated,t  delivered  in  pletely.  Moid  air  has  a  powerful 
plain  and  familiar  language,  are  a  effedf ;  and,  what  is  more}.  extraor? 
fufficient  recommendation  of  this  dinary,  air  rarefied  considerably, 
Excellent  compendium.  differs  little  in  its  condudling  pow- 

Dr.  Hutton’s  u  Key  to  his  Arith-  er  from  the  atmofpjieric  air,  iq  its 
metic/9  will  a!fo  be  an  accept-  ufual  date.  The  author  means, 

‘  *  -  *  we 
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pc  find,  to  purfue  his  enquiries. 
Of  the  colonel's  of  the  air  in  its 
natural  date,  and  how  much  may 
real  I  v  he  effected  by  f  rigor  jfic  mix- 
tores,  we  have  a  very  fatisfabfory 
account,  m  the  experiment  on  freez¬ 
ing  mixtures,  by  Mr.  Macnab. 
Mr.  Cavendifh  has  detailed  them 
very  ad vantag eb ufly  ;  and  as  they 
Were  fuggeded  by  him,  he  was  cer¬ 
tainly  beif  fitted"  for  the  office  of 
hiftorian.  Many  fabts,  relating  to 
the  congelation  of  acids,  and  the 
appearance  of  their  ice,  are  con¬ 
tained  in  this  paper,  which  add 
greatly  to  our  knowledge  of  tliefe 
fubjedts ;  but  we  cannot  enter  on 
particulars.  We  may  add,  that 
the  greated  artificial  cold  produced, 
was- — 78I-;  and  one  morning  the 
natural  cold  was  —  ^o.  To  afeend 
to  the  other  extremity  of  the  fcale, 
we  mud  next  oblerve,  that  Mr. 
"Wedgwood  has  given  us  fome  ad¬ 
ditional  obfervations  011  his  thermo¬ 
meters,  and  fome  directions  for 
making  them  more  exact  meafures 
of  the  higher  degrees  of  heat.  In 
the  fame  collebfion,  the  New  Expe¬ 
riments  on  the  ocular  Spebtra  of 
Light  and  Colours,  by  D.  Darwin, 
are  very  important.  The  fpebtra 
are  thole  appearances  which  occur 
after  any  perfon  has  been  looking 
attentively  on  bodies  in  various 
circuit! dances,  and  the  eyes  are 
ciofed.  The  author  explains  them 
with  much  philofophical  preciiion, 
though  he  fometimes  reds  on  a 
foundation  not  ufuaily  allowed  by 
phyfiologids,  viz.  a  contraction  of 
the  nervous  fibres  of  the  retina. 
Mr.  Herchell,  with  his  eyes  open, 
continues  to  extend  his  diicoyeries  ; 
but  he  has  thonglit  it  neceffary,  at 
lad,  to  t  ike  fame  notice  of  the  ge¬ 
neral  opinion,  that  vilion  was  in- 
dirtinbf,  when  the  optic  pencils  were 
lefs  than  the  aotli  or  50th  part  of 
mi  inch.  He  could  fee  clearly, 

■  i  .  ....  fc 
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when  the  pencil  was  only  21734 
part  of  an  inch.  The  whole  a  pi¬ 
pe  a  red  to  depend  on.  the  proportion 
between  the  focal  length  of  the  ob- 
jebb  glafs,  and  its  aperture.  He 
has  this  year  added  a  thouland  new 
nebulae  to  his  catalogue  ;  and  hav¬ 
ing  now  proved,  that  he  ought  to 
fee,  we  hope  that  he  will  dill  con¬ 
tinue  his  obfervations,  and  difeove- 
ries.  Abidance,  in  this  line,  is  de¬ 
rived  alfo  from  other  fierce s ;  for 
in  the  fame  volume  of  the  Tranfac- 
tions,  we  receive  Mr.  Smeaton’s 
defeription  of  Mr.  Hinkey’s  very 
accurate  method  of  graduating* 
adron anneal  indruments.  Meffirs., 
Good  riche  and  Pigott  have  extend¬ 
ed  their  obfervations  on  variable 
dtrs.  Mr.  Pigott  has  afeertained 
the  latitude  and  longitude  of  York  ; 
and  given  us  his  obfervations  on  the 
tranlit  of  mercury  at  Louvain* 
Mr,  Mafkeiyne  has  adyertifed  us 
of  the  expebted  return  of  th£  comet 
of  1532  and  1661,  in  the  yea^r 
1788,  and  calculated  the  caufes  of 
accelera/ion  or  retardation,  that 
may  affect  it.  We  may  probably 
expebt  it  early  next  year  ;  and  its 
appearance  will  eftablilh  the  opi¬ 
nion  of  the  comet  of  the  two  for¬ 
mer  periods  being  the  fame,  while 
its  abfence  will  dedroy  it,  and  in 
fome  degree  effebt  the  fyflem  of 
the  periodical  recurrence  of  thefer 
excentric  planets. 

The  labours  of  the  Royal  So¬ 
ciety  are  not  confined  to  the  hea¬ 
vens  only  :  on  the  earth,  we  have? 
fir  William  Hamilton’s  journey  to; 
Albruzzo,  his  voyage  to  the  ifland 
Ponza,  and  the  particulars  of  the 
prelent  date  of  mount  Vefuvius. 
The  mod  linking  part  of  this  ar¬ 
ticle  is  that,  which  relates  to  ba* 
fades,  and  the  author’s  arguments, 
in  proof  of  their  being  volcanic  pro¬ 
ductions,  which  chemids  of  emi¬ 
nence  have  denial.  A  cle^r  and 
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Philofophical  'defcription  of-  thofe 
vail  ranges  of  columns  on  the  north¬ 
ern  ctM  of  Ireland,,  we  have  re¬ 
ceived  from  Mr.  Hamilton,  in  his 
Letters  on  the  northern  coaft  of 
the  county  of  Antrim.  Water  is 
no  lets  deilrudrive  than  fire":  a  late 
fubii-defi.ee  of  the  ground  near  Folk- 
ftone,  in  confequence  of  the  How 
effects  of  percolating  water,  is  well 
deferibed  in  the  annual  volume. 
The  defcription  of  the  petrifactions 
of  St.  Peter’s  mountain,  near  Mad- 
tricht,  by  Mr.  Camper,  contains 
an  account  of  marine  exuviae,  de- 
polited  there,  in  confequence  of 
Pome  former  corivulfian.  The  large 
foffil  bones  probably  belong  to  the 
genus  delphinus.  We  mu  ft  not 
leave  this  colledlion,  without  men¬ 
tioning  the  defcription  of  a  new 
eledhical  fifh.  difeovered  in  the  Eaft 
Indies,  of  the  genus  Tetrodon,  and 
of  Mr,  Cavallo’s  experiments,  on 
the  fuppofed  magnetjeal  power  of 
brafs. 

The  other  publications  on  Natur¬ 
al  Philof'phy  are  very  few.  We 
have  received  the  2d  volume  of  Mr. 
O’Gallagher’s  44  Ed  ay,  on  the  ln- 
veftigation  of  the  firft  Principles  of 
Nature,”  which  is  as  inaccurate  and 
as  incomplete  as  the  firfl  ;  and  an 
excellent  44  Introduction  to  Aflro- 
nomy”  by  Mr.  Bonnycaftle. 

Th# works,  which  have  appear¬ 
ed,  during  the  hit  year,  in  Natural 
LJiilory,  are  nearly  connected  with 
t h  ofe  of  Natural  Phi  1  ol’o p  h  y .  M  r . 
Whitehurfl’s  2d  edition  of  his  44  En¬ 
quiry  into  the  original  State  and 
Formation  of  the  Earth” -is  much  en¬ 
larged,  and  contains  many  new  tadb, 
as  well  as  important  obiervations. 
Mr.  Bufords  44  Second  Supplement 
^vhieh  is  now  hr  ft  tranflated,  and 
adde^i  to  the  fecond  edition  of  Mr, 
Smel lie’s  tranflatkm,  relates  chiefly 
to  the  o-cm ral  hiftorv.  It  is,  of 
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courfe,  very  mifcellaneous ;  but  it 
is  alfo  very  intereifing.  Though 
thefe  philolophers  differ  from  each 
other,;  they  differ  ft  ill  more  fr.cn 
Dr.  To  u  Ms  in,  wrho  has  rep  ub!  tilled 
an  old  book,  with  a  new  title,  to 
prove  the  world  eternal.  It  is  now 
called  the  44  Eternity  of  the  World,” 
and  is  a  diffufe  relation  of  the  phe¬ 
nomena,  which  the  author  fuppofes 
will  fupport  it.  Mr,  Fonler  leaves 
every  {'peculation  of  this  kind,  and 
is  contented  with  relating  the  hif- 
tory  of  the  difeoveries  and  voyages 
made  in  one  part  of  the  world,  viz, 
the  North.  It  is  a  curious  and 
ingenious  compilation,  lately  tranf¬ 
lated  into  Englifh,  though  the  au¬ 
thor  fuppofes  too  often,  that  traf¬ 
fic  and  difeoveries  were  carried  on 
by  the  medium  of  fea  voyages,  and 
negledls  the  communications  by 
land.  Of  the  44  Balloon  Excurf  ons,” 
this  new  mode  of  conveyance  which 
our  ancelfors  were  little  acquainted 
with,  we  have  had  a  few  fpecimens, 
viz.  Mr.  Baldwin’s  vvhimfical  work, 
if y led  44  Airopaidia,”  and  a  44  Jour-, 
nal”  by  Mr.  Blanchard, 

Of  the  more  particular  deferip- 
tions  of  natural  objedfs,  we  fliouid 
mention  Mr.  Miller’s  very  fplendid 
work  :  fix  numbers  are  publiihed  ; 
fome  of  which  appeared  in  the 
courfe  of  the  year  :  it  is  entitled 
44  Various  Subjects  of  Natural  Hif- 
lory,  wherein  are  delineated.  Birds, 
Animals,  and  many  curious  Plants.” 
To  the  botaniil,  the  name  of  Mil¬ 
ler  is  dear,  and  in  his  natural  hif- 
tory,  designed  as  a  fupplcment  to 
his  botany,  he  probably  will  not 
be  lei's  fuceefsful.  We  regret  that 
Ellis’s 44  N  atural  Hiifory  of  many  cu¬ 
rious  and  uncommon  Zoophytes,”1 
did  not  receive  his.lall  cares.  Dr. 
Solandcr  however  arranged  th& 
plates,  and  added  descriptions  to 
many,  in  which  they  were  wanted. 
They  were  at  ialt  published  ia 
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the  year*  Whofe  production?,  we  lot?  has  publiflied  hh  concluding 
are  now  exv.mining,  and  form  a  va-  volume,  which  has  increafed  our 
luable  addition  to  our  flock.  Qf  regret,  that  his  delicacy  fhould 
Mr.  Martin’s 4t  Obfervations  on  lpa-  lead  him  to  think  this  method  of 
rine  Vermes,  InfeCts,  &e.”  we  have  atnuiing himfelf,  and  in ;  i. rudling  the 
feen  but  one  fafcicuius  :  probably  world,  inconfillent  with  the  ch  c-o  - 
lio  other  has  been  yet  publiflied.  rum  of  his  epifcopal  character. 
This  number  (how's  him  to  be  an  The  “EfTays”are, as  ufual,  neat,ele- 
attelitive  enquirer,  and  a  minute  gant,  and  amufing.  Dr.  Prieflley,  in 
obferver.  From  an  accident,  wTe  his  humbler  ilation,  and  amidjt  his 
formerly  omitted  to  notice  his  ‘ i  Au-  theological  contefh,  flill  continues 
relian’s  Vade  Mecum.”  It  is  an  ufe-  his  enquiries  in  this  line.  He  has 
ful  pocket  companion  to  the  admit*-  publiflied  a  third  volume  of  u  Expe¬ 
er  of  the  beauties  of  thefe  humble  riments  and  Obfervations  on  various 
in  feds.  An  account  of  fome  mi-  Branches  of  Natural  Philofophv,” 
mite  Britifh  ihelfs,  by  Mr.  Light-  which,  like  his  former  publications 
foot,  is  infer  ted  in  the  Phifophical  contains  fome  new  information.  In 
Tranladtions.  In  this  year  too,  Mr.  the  Aerial  Chemiflry,  of  which  Dr, 
Bolton  has  defcribed  the  Britifh  Prieflley  was  one  of  the  fathers, 
ferns,  in  an  accurate  and  ufeful  Dr.  Higgins  has  added  fomewhat 
trail, entitled,  “FelicesBritannicse;”  to  our  knowledge,  in  his  work  in- 
and  Mr.  Dickfon  has  publiflied  a  titled  “  Experiments  and  Obferva- 
4i  Fafcicuius  of  the  Cryptogamic  tions  relating  to  acetous  Air,  fixable 
Plants”  of  our  own  country,  which  air,  denfe  inflammable  Air,  &c.” 
contains  fpecies  hitherto  pretty  In  another  branch  of  this  fcience, 
generally  unknown,  and  defcribed  we  have  appropriated  to  ourfelves 
with  much  precifion.  The  late  dif-  the  additional  labours  of  the  Swed- 
coveries  of  the  fruilification  of  ifh  chemills.  Bergman  and  Scheele 
thefe  plants  add  a  frcfli  luflre  to  had  before,  in  part,  appeared  in  Eng- 
the  fyflem  of  Linnaeus;  and  it  is  lilli ;  but  we  have  now  received  one 
remarkable,  that  it  was  announced  of  tjie  moll  important  efTays  of 
to  the  Peterfburg  Academy?  to  whom  Bergman’s  third  volume,  which  the 
Linnaeus’s  “Diilertation  on  the  Sexes  tranflators  of  the  former  volumes 
of  Plants”  was  firfl  lent,  in  confe-  feem  to  have,  forgotten,  viz.  that 
quence  of  a  prize  being  offered  for  on  elective  attractions ;  and  the  fame 
the  be  if  eBay  on  that  fubjecl.  This  tranflator,  Mr.  Beddoes,  has  col- 
dilfertation  has  lately  beenqvanfiated  leCted  the  fe'attered  fragments  of  the 
by  Mr.  Smith,  the  purchafer  of  the  able  and  induftrious  Scheele.  From 
Lin  naan  collection.  We  muff  not  thefe  gentlemen  we  received  the 
omit  a  (hort  eBay  on  the  propaga-  firfl  intelligence  of  a  new  fpecies  of 
tion  and  difperficn  of  animals  and  air,  viz.  hepatic  air;  but  we  can, 
Vegetables,  in  anfwer  to  the  doc-  with  pleafure,  obferve,  that  we 
trine  of  felf-produdion,  a  doClrine  have  added  to  their  enquiries.  Mr. 
pnee  held  by  the  divines  and  fathers  Kerwan’s  “  Experiments  on  hepatic 
of  the  church,  by  the  celebrated  Air,”  in  the  lull  volume  of  the  Phi-s 
and  truly  religious  Mr.  Evelyn,  lofophical  Tran  factions,  contain 
and  therefore  certainly  not  to  be  fome  judicious  and  accurate  expe- 
charged  with  impiety.  riments,  which  have  much  improv¬ 

ed  pur  acquaintance  with  this  fub- 
The  Chemical  works  of  this  pc-  jc£t ;  and  Dr.  Watfon’s  “Obferva- 
.™pd  are  not  numerous.  Dr.  V*  at-  tions  on  the  Sulphur  Wells  of  Har¬ 
row* 
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ifowgate,”  in  the  fame  collection, 
liave  alfo  elucidated  it. 

Chemiftry  is  never  fo  advanta- 
geoufly  emploj'ed  as  when  called 
ipi  to  the  affiiiance  of  the  arts  of  do- 
meftic  operations,  and  of  medicine. 
On  the  two  firft  of  thefe  fubjedts, 
this  year,  gives  us  few  opportuni¬ 
ties  of  enlarging.  Imifon's  “School 
-Of  Arts/’  and Baverflotk’s  “  Hydro- 
metrical  OhfervatiOns  and  Experi¬ 
ments  on  the  Brewery,”  two  works 
of  no  great  importance,  are  the  on¬ 
ly  ones  that  we  perceive  on  the  lift1. 
In  medicine,  we  mull:  mention  an 
improved  edition  of  Lewis’s  “Di  fpen- 
jfatory,”  and  a  work  of  a  Similar 
kind,  on  the  foundation  of  Lewis, 
but  with  more  copious  additions, 
publifhed  at  Edinburgh.  Thefe 
are  both  works  of  confequence  ; 
but  this  department,  will  admit 
of  fill  higher  improvement.  In 
the  Medical  Chemiftry,  we  have  al¬ 
fo  received  Dr.  Skeete’s  “Experi¬ 
ments  and  Obfervations  on  the  red 
and  quilled  Peruvian  Bark,”  and 
Dr.  Leigh’s  “  Experimental  Enqui¬ 
ries  into  the  Properties  of  Opium.” 
Thefe  are  two  diifertations,  which 
Obtained  the  prize  offered  by  the 
Harveian  fociery,  at  Edinburgh, 
and  they  are  promiiing  fpecimens 
or  a  more  advantageous  harveft  in 
maturer  years.  In  enquiries  of 
this  kind,  and  in  all  pharmaceutical 
operations,  Mr.  Biizard  his  fhown, 
that  there  is  much  danger  from  cop¬ 
per  and  bell-metal;  and  Dr.  Elliot, 
in  an  ingenious  paper  in  the  I  hilo- 
fophkal  TranfaCtions,  has  guarded 
us  from  the  uncertainty  of  the 
commonly  eftablifhed  affinities  of 
bodies,  when  the  operations  are 
carried  on  in  fpirits  of  wine.  It 
mu  ft  be  by  cuurtely  only  that  we 
can  introdnceMr.Baiker’s  u  'Treat  ife 
on  the  Cheltenham  Waters”  in  this 
place,  becaufe  he  thinks  chemiftry 
uiclefs,  in  afeer  taming  tfceir  ingre¬ 


dients  ;  but  we  cannot  introduce 
it  in  our  Medical  article,  becaufe  it 
contains  no  information  of  that 
kind;  it  is  perhaps  fufficient  to  have 
■mentioned  this  whimiicai  and  trifl¬ 
ing  work.  'The  obfervations,  con¬ 
cerning  the  medical  virtues  of  wine, 
and  Dr.  Fowler’s  “Medical  Reports 
of  the  Effects  of  Arfenic”  are  con¬ 
nected  both  with  chemiftry  and  me¬ 
dicine.  The  latter  fhows  that  arfe- 
.nicy  in  final  1  doles,  may  be  given 
internally  ;  and  that  it  is  of  fe  twice 
in  intermittents.  This  was  before 
known,  but  the  medicine  had  not 
been,  of  late,  employed  by  regu¬ 
lar  phyficians. 

If  Dr  Fowler  has  attempted  to 
revive  one  medicine,  not  common¬ 
ly  employed,  Mr.  Nevinfon  has 
been  engaged  in  a  fimilar  talk.  He 
willies  to  recommend  a  quantity  of 
crude  mercury,  deligmed  to  aft  from 
its  bulk  and  weight,  to  remove  ob- 
ftrudtions  in  the  ileus.  The  prac¬ 
tice  had,  we  underftann,  been  re-* 
linquifhed,  from  its  danger  and in- 
efficaev  ;  and  this  author  does  not 
contribute  to  remove  our  apprehen- 
lions  or  to  increafe  our  confidence. 
Dr.  Wall’s  “Clinical  Obfervations 
on  the  Life  of  Opium  in  low  Fevers,” 
is  a  work  of  greater  importance. 
It  points  out  the  proper  ufe  ©f  a 
medicine,  probably  uieful  in  Tome 
epidemics.  It  is  the  objeCt  of  Dr. 
Withers  in  his  “  Treatife  on  the 
Afthma,”  to  recommend  a  medicine, 
not  hitherto  employed  in  that  dU- 
eafe,  viz,  the  flowers  of  zinc. 
This  work  is,  in  no  other  refpeCt, 
of  confequence  ;  and  in  that,  we 
muft  leave  the  examination  to  ex¬ 
perience.  'The  recommendation  of 
lingle  remedies,  and.  the  enquiries 
after  fpecifcs,  too  often  end  in  in¬ 
dolence  and  quackery.  Dr.  Adair, 
in  his  “MedicalCautions,”  a  mifcel- 
laneous  work,  will  perhaps  agree 
with  us,  in  this  opinion.  He  has 
1  ‘  i  '5  draw:* 
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crawn  his  pen,  again  ft  a  hoft  of 
quacks,  and  the  ineffective  iiftcr- 
iiood,  which  he  calls  Lady -doctors 
and  nudes,  not  the  only  old  women 
iff  the  faculty.  With  equal  far- 
calm,  and  more  wit,  Dr.  Moore,  in  his 
€i  Medical  Sketches1’*  contributes  to 
eradicate  home  miflaken  notions,  and 
to  weaken  the  influence  oTquackiih 
practitioners,  however  dignified 
with  titles.  His  work,  which  con¬ 
tains  an  introduction  to  phyiiology 
and  the  practice  of  medicine,  is  a 
very  pleating  one.  The  author-of  aA 
Letter  to  a  Phyfidbu*  in  the  Coun¬ 
try,  on  Animal  Magnetism,”  is  an 
acute  obffrver,  and  an  ironical 
writer,  inferior  perhaps  in  abilities 
to  Dr,  Moore,  but  equal  to  him  in 
his  antipathy  to  thde  irregular 
praditi  oners. 

Of  the  more  important  practical 
works,  which  are  few  in,  number, 
we  m tiff,  mention  Dr. Blake’s  “Obfer- 
vations  on  the  Difeafes  of  Seamen,” 
which  his  ftation  as  phyiicianto  the 
fleet,  in  the  Weft  indies,  fuggefted. 
ft  contains  man}7  valuable  cbferva- 
tions.  Dr.  Trotters  44  Gbferyations 
on  the  Scurvy,  particularly  as  it 
appeared  in  Negroes,”  is  a  work  alfo 
dictated  by  faithful  obfervation.  It 
is  intended  to  fupport  the  humoral 
iyllem,  in  oppofition  to  Dr.  IMi li¬ 
man's  Treatife.  Roilo's  44  Obferva- 
tions  on  the  acute  Dyfentery,”  is  an¬ 
other  work  by  an  actual  obferver, 
in  a  climate  favourable  ro  the  dif- 
eafe*  and,  with  the  others,  is  a  flight 
compenlaticn  for  the  miferies  and 
diftreffes  of  war,  by  accumulating 
remarks,  which  may  relieve  dil- 
casfe  in  other  fituations.  Of  the 
tranflMions  in  this  department  we 
can  fay  little.  D  r.  Moffat's  44  T  ran  - 
Ration  of  Aretaeus”  is  an  impcrfeCt 
performance  ;  and  Dr.  SvvediaurT 
44  Tran  flat  ionof  Dr,  Millman’s  Ani- 
■■  mad  verfkms  on  the  Nature  and 
Cure  of  Drop  fie  s,”  though  well  exe~ 
•-  \  •  >1  z 
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cuted,  fcarcely  adds  to  the  flock  of 
DomelHc  Literature,  as  the  work 
was,  before,  our  own. 

To  the  affiftance  which  has  bees 
given  by  obfervation,  theory,  as 
may  be  expected,  cannot  add"  con- 
fiderablv.  “AT reatifeon  theGout/* 
containing  a  theory  of  that  dif- 
eafe,  is  fpoken  of  very  differently. 
We  apprehend  however,  that  lbme 
eilential  miftakes  in  the  chemical 
department,  greatly  weaken  the. 
aurhor’s  fupeirftru&ure.  Dr.  Arnold’s. 
“Obfervations  on  the  Nature, &c,  of 
I  nfa  nity”  are  continued,  and  a  fecon  d 
volume,  chiefly  containing  the  re-' 
mote  caufes,  is  now  added.  The 
author's  obj'  6.1  is,  at  la  ft,  completed, 
and  we  find  that  we  are  to  expeft 
no  more.  The  fecond  volume  is, 
we  think,  greatly  fu  peri  or  to  the 
iirfr,  Lynn’s  44  Singular  Cafe  of  a 
Lady,  wno  tiad  the  SmaiI-pox  dyr- 
ing  Pregnancy,”  contributes  to 
fupport  an  important  phyfiologlcaf 
pohtion,  that  in  fmail-pox,  the 
blood  is  not  fo  much  impregnated 
w:th  the  virus  as  to  affedi  the  foetus 
till  the  pufttdes  are  turned.  There 
are  however  many  fimiiar  fads.  Dr. 
Colignon’s  44  Mifcelianeous Works” 
are  fcarcely  of  a  medical  kind ;  hut 
their  content  approach  more  nearly 
to  phv biological  than  to  any  other 
enquiries.  The  remarks  are  often, 
neat  and  elegant,  but  fometimes  not 
accurate.— We  fljould  next  fpcak  of 
Anatomy,  if  the  publications  of 
the  year  gave  us  any  opportunity- 
but  the  only  part  of  ‘the  human, 
anatomy  ill u fixated,  is  the  change 
by  difeafe,  in  the  relation  of  the 
difleftion  of  a  perfon  who  died  in 
confzqucnce  of  an  extraordinary 
and  very  extent i.ve  interft option, 
mentioned  in  the  Philofophicai 
Tranfadl  ions,  Dr.  Monro’s  “Struc¬ 
ture  and  Phyfiology  of  Fifties  ex¬ 
plained,”  belongs  to  comparative 
anatomy,  and  is  a  great  and  an  im¬ 
portant 
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prina.pt  work,  defective  only  in  the 
engraving's. 

Yet,  perhaps,  Mr.  Blizard’s  “  Lec¬ 
ture  on  the  large  Blood-vefiels  of 
the  Extremities,”  ought  not  entirely 
to  be  palled  over.  It  does  not  pro- 
fefs  to  contain  any  thing  new,  but 
was  defigned  to  inltrudi  the  fcholars 
of  the  maritime  fchool,  to  point 
out  the  courfe  of  the  velfels,  and  to 
diredt  where  a  prelfure  may  be  ap¬ 
plied  with  advantage  in  emergen¬ 
cies.  On  Surgery,  and  fome  of  its 
branches,  we  have  received  fome 
important  works.  Dr.  White  has  col¬ 
lected  the  general  practice  into  one 
volume,  called  the  u  Prefent  Prac¬ 
tice  of  Surgery,”  which  Mr.  Bell  has 
extended  to  fix  ;  but  Dr.  White’s 
work  is  greatly  inferior  to  Mr. 
Bell’s,  whofe  annual  volume,  the 
4th,  appeared  with  its  ufual  regu¬ 
larity,  executed  with  the  care  and 
ingenuity  which  diftinguifhed  the 
former  volumes.  In  this  year,  Mr. 
Hunter  has  publifhed  his  long  ex¬ 
pected  volume,  on  the  Venereal  Dif- 
feafe,  which,  on  good  authority,  we 
€ve  can  fay,  contains  much  valuable 
information.  On  a  fimilar  fubjedt, 
we  mav  mention  Dr.  Turnbull’s 
“  Enquiry  into  the  Origin  and  Anti¬ 
quity  of  the  Venereal  Drfeafe;”  and 
remark,  that  Mu  Samwell,  in  his 
44  Narrative  of  the  Death  of  Captain 
Cook,”  endeavours  to  {how,  that 
it  was  endemial  at  the  Sandwich 
Iflands,  previous  to  the  vilits  of  the 
Englifh  navigator. 

In  Agriculture,  we  have  little 
more  to  do  than  to  tranfcribe  the 
titles  of  the  feveral  works,  which 
have  been  publifhed,  for  few  of 
them  rife  fo  high  as  to  merit  praife, 
and,  perhaps,  hone  (ink  fo  low  as  to 
be  defpifed.  The  beft  work,  that 
we  have  feen,  is  Mr.  Culley’s  “  Ob¬ 
servations  on  Live-ltock.”  It  is  the 
performance  of  a  plain  man,  inti¬ 


mately  acquainted  with  his  fubjech 
We  have  feen  alfo  Mr.  Horne’s  “  De* 
feription  and  Ufe  of  a  new  invented 
Sowing  Machine,”  which  pronitfes 
to  be  very  ufeful.  The  other  pub¬ 
lications,  in  this  department,  are 
Mr.  Twamley’s  “Draining  exem¬ 
plified,”  “Frafer’s  Certain  Arrange¬ 
ments,  in  civil  Polity,  neceifary 
for  the  farther  Improvement  of 
Agriculture,”  Mr.  Brocq ue’s  af¬ 
fected  “  Defcription  of  certain  Me¬ 
thods  of  planting,  training  and 
managing  Fruit-trees,  Vines,”  &c. 
with  “  Letters  to  a  voting  Planter 
on  the.  Management  of  Sugar  Planta¬ 
tions.”  Thefe  works  lcarcely  de- 
ferve  any  particular  notice  ;  but  we 
ought  not  to  conclude,  without  the 
annual  tribute  of  applaufe  to  the 
Society  for  the  Encouragement  of 
Arts  and  Manufactures,  whofe  4th 
volume  fliow,  that  they  are  by  no 
means  inattentive  to  the  proper  ob¬ 
jects  of  their  institution.] 

We  cannot  take  our  leave  of  this 
department,  without  giving  our 
opinion  of  “  A  Syilem  of  Mecha¬ 
nics  ;  being  the  Subftancc  of  Lec¬ 
tures  upon  that  Branch  of  Natural 
Phiiofophy,  by  the  reverend  T. 
Parkinfon,  M.  A.  Fellow  of  Ch  rill’s 
College  Cambridge.”  Notwith* 
{landing  the  author’s  mode  ft  dec  fa* 
ration  in  his  Preface,  that  he  claims 
little  other  merit  for  his  perform* 
ance,  than  what  is  due  to  a  Elec¬ 
tion  made  from  a  multitude  of 
books,  in  order  to  facilitate  the 
progrefs  of  a  {Indent  •  we  think  it 
is  entitled  to  a  refpedtable  rank 
among  publications  of  a  fimilar  na* 
ture.  His  Introdudlory  Qbferva- 
tions  on  the  Phenomena  of  Nature, 
and  the  Rules  of  P hilofophlzingi 
are  juft  and  fatisfadlory  j  and  his 
frequent  corrections  of  the  errors 
of  preceding  authors  j  by  which 
their  readers  have  been  puzzled  and 
milled }  ihew  him  to  be  well  ac- 

5  quainted 
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quainted  .with  the  fuhjecb.  of  hi 3 
lectures*  Upon  the  whole,  we 
look  upon  Mr.  Parksnfon  to  be  a 
.Life  and  intelligent  guide,  by  whole 
dutinct  and  familiar  directions,  the 
ignorant  and  uninformed  may  find 
their  way  to  the  temple  of  Philo - 

fbphy. 

£  * 

Among  the  Hiiterlcal  produc- 
1 1 on 3  o f  die  y e a r,  w e .  fhal  1  a ifi g n 
the  firft  place  to  Dr.  Giiiies’s 
44  Hiflory  of  Ancient  Greece*”  as 
it  is  a  work  from  which  the  triends 
of  the  author  had  led  the  public  to 
entertain  very  conhderable  expec¬ 
tations.  The  firfi:  chapter  of  this 
work  contains  a  view,  of  the  pro¬ 
g-refs  of  civilization  and  power  in 
Greece,  preceding  the  Trojan  War. 
The  lecond  is  employed  in  a  Dil- 
fercatioli  on  the  Religion,  Govern- 
mem,  Arts,  Manners,  and  Cha¬ 
racter  of  the  early  Greeks.  In  the 
third  we  have  an  account  of  the 
return  of  the  Dorians. to  Peloponne- 
fu.s,  under  the  conduct  of  the  He- 
.raclidse ;  of  the  Eolic,  lon  e,  and 
Doric  migrations  ;  of  the  eilablifh- 
ment  of  colonies  in  Thrace,  Ma- 
cedon?  Africa,  and  Magn-i  Grecia  ; 
of  the  abolition  of  monarchy  in 
Greece ;  of  the  Amphidtyonic  coun¬ 
cil  ;  the  oracle  of  Delphi  ;  the 
Olympic  games ;  and.  the  Spa  ram 
laws/  The  fourth  chapter  is  de¬ 
dicated  to  the  hillory  of  the  Mei- 
fenian  war,  and  the  fubjugatioa 
of  MefTenia  to  the  Spartan  govern¬ 
ment.  The  fifth  comprizes  an  ac¬ 
ton  nt  of  the  northern  republics 
of  Greece  ;  of  the  Grecian  colo¬ 
nies  ;  of  the  firft  liicred  war;  and 
of  the  Reiteration  of,  the  Pythian 
games,  and  gymnaftic  excrcife.3. 
The  fixth  chapter  contains  an  Jib- 
fay  an  the  Grecian  bards,  heroic 
and  lyric  poetry,  and  the  lyric 
poets,  M  t'he’feventH  chapter  Dr. 
Giliies"  gives .an  account  of  the  pro¬ 


arms,  the  wars  between  the  Ly¬ 
dians  and  the  Perfians,  and  the  eiul 
of  the  Lydian  Empire.  The  three 
following  chapters  continue  the 
hiftory  of  Greece,  during  the  ce¬ 
lebrated  period  of  the  Periian  War, 
and  until  the  diftribuiion  of  Alex¬ 
ander’s  conquefts  among  his  l'u.c- 
ceiTbra:  after  which  the  work  is 
doled  with  a  review  of  the  ftate  of 
arts,  learning,  and  philoihphy, 
at  the  time  of  the  death  of  Alex¬ 
ander.  With  refpect  to  the  charac¬ 
ter  of  this  performance,  we  may 
ohferve,  that  the  author,  in  gene¬ 
ral,  has  drawn  his  materials  from 
the  beft  fources  of  information ; 
and  in  the  accounts  which  hen 
gives  of  the  Grecian  Philofophy? 
and  of  the  characters  of  the  poets 
and  others,  hath  adopted  the  opi¬ 
nions  of  the  moft  approved  writers 
upon  the  fubjeft.  But  he  hath  be¬ 
trayed  an  unwarrantable  bond  nek, 
when  in  want  of  proper  authorities, 
for  deviating  into  the  dangerous 
wilds,  of  hypothecs  and  conjecture? 
and  a  credulity  unbecoming  a  phi* 
lofophical  hiitonan,  in  repeating, 
as  hillory,  the  fabulous  ftori.es  few- 
tered  through  the,  writings  of  the 
poets,  refpbding  the  Colonization.1 
of  Greece  from  Egypt,  the.  Argo- 
nauiic  expedition,  and  the  wars 
of  Thebes  and  Troy,  In  his  ac¬ 
count,  likewife,  of  the  religion 
and  c udo ms  of  the  ane'ent  Greeks, 
he  appears  to-  be  carried  too  far  by 
his  imagination,  and  fancy',,  when  he 
attributes  to  them  a  more  rational 
piety,  and  a  purer  and  more  refined 
morality,  titan  were  cpmpat  bfe 
with  their  rude  uncultivated  hate 
of  fociety  and  manners.  The.  roc- 
ral  and  political  reflections  which 
occur  in  this  hiftory  are  trite  and 
common,  rather  than  ingenious,  or 
profound.  With  refpedt  to  the  ltylo 
of  Dr.  Gillies,  it  is  very  unequal  ; 
fometimes  chafte  and  beautiful ;  but 
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abounding-  in  grammatical  impro¬ 
prieties,  and  in  meretricious  orna¬ 
ments  which  are  unfuitable  to  the 
gravity  of  hiftorical  conipdiitions. 
We  think,  however,  that  the  au¬ 
thor  is  entitled  to  praife  for  his  la¬ 
bour  in  reducing  u  the  fc uttered 
members  of  Grecian  dory  into  one 
perpetual  unbroken  narrative 
and  that  thofc  of  our  readers  who 
are  unacquainted  with  the  original 
hiftorians  of  Greece,  may  derive 
from  it  much  pleafure  and  ufeful 
information. 

We  (hall,  in  the  next  place,  in¬ 
troduce  to  the  notice  of  our  readers, 
44  The  Hiftory  of  Athens,  political¬ 
ly  and  philolbphicaily  confidered, 
with  a  View  to  the  Inveftigation  of 
the  immediate  Caufes  of  Elevation 
and  of  Decline,  operative  in  a  tree 
and  commercial  State.  By  William 
Young,  efqV  This  work  is  divid¬ 
ed  into  two  parts.  In  the  firft  part 
the  author  traces  the  population  of 
Athens,,  and  t]he  progrefs  of  fociety, 
from  the  earlieft  periods  to  the  dole 
of  the  Perfian  wars.  In  the  fecond 
lie  deferibes  the  decline  of  the 
Athenians  from  the  adminii! ration 
c£  Pericles  to  the  buttle  of  Che- 
xoftea,  and  the  fubverfion  of  the  re- 
publicr  In  reciting  the  particulars 
of  the  Athenian  hiftory,  Mr. 
Young  hath  fhewn  himfelf  well  ac¬ 
quainted  with  the  ancient  writers 
of  Greece.  His  political  and  moral 
obfervations,  are  juft  and  philofo- 
|diical ;  and  the  fpirit  which  ap¬ 
pears  in  every  part  of  his  pvriorm- 
ance,  is  manly  and  liberal.  But 
wc  do  not  think,  that  the  analogy 
between  the  hiftory  of  Athens  and 
that  of  Britain,  is  fufficiently 
clofe  and  linking,  for  the  pnrpofe 
of  political  inftradtion.  And  we 
are  lorry  that  we  cannot  bellow  cur 
praife  on  his  work,  w  ith  refpeft  to 
the  language  and  compofition.  The 
arrangement,  of  it  is  far  from  being 


perfpicuous  ;  and  the  author’s  good 
fen  ft ,  and  pertinent  ufeful  remarks, 
are  often  difgraced  by  a  ftyle  and 
phrafeoiogy  lb  impure,  uncouth* 
and  turgid,  that  it  is  with  difficulty 
we  can  comprehend  his  meaning. 
Independently,  however,  of  theft 
imperfections,  this  hiftory,  though 
not  a  popular  one,  is  pofTefted  of 
fteriing  merit ;  and  is  accompanied 
by  notes,  which  abound  in  much 
curious  and  ufeful  learning. 

In  “  The  Hiftory  of  Wales,  by 
the  reverend  William  Warrington, 
Chaplain  to  the  Right  Honourable 
the  Earl  of  Befoorough,”  we  are 
prefented,  for  the  firft  time,  with  a 
complete  view  of  the  interefting 
fads  which  form  the  hiftory  of  the 
ancient  Britons.  Theft  our  author, 
with  great  care  and  induftry,  hath 
collected  from  the  moft  authentic 
fources,  arranged  them  judiciouily* 
and  clothed  them  in  an  engaging 
and  pleating  drift.  In  his  firft,  fe¬ 
cond,  and  third  books,  Mr.  War-* 
rington  ha*h  given  a  concile  but 
perfpicitous  view  of  the  hiftory  of 
the  Britons,  before  the  retreat  of 
the  Romans  ;  of  their  ftruggles  in 
defence  of  their  liberty  and  inde-5 
pendence,  till  they  were  driven  in¬ 
to  Wales,  Cornwall,  and  Armo¬ 
rica  ;  .and  of  their  wars  with  the 
Saxons,  to  the  death  of  Roderic, 
near  the  end  of  the  ninth  cent'urvV 
This  peikxq  barren  as  it  hath  com¬ 
monly  been  deemed  of  great  and 
interefting  events,  he  hath  enliven¬ 
ed  by  a  d  tfplay  of  I  acts  and  parti¬ 
culars  which  have  not  been  noticed 
by  o'her  hiftorians,  and  by  deftrib- 
mg  the  modes  of  life,  and  private 
manners  of  the  Welfli.  In  the 
fourth  and  fifth  books*  befides  the 
circumftanccs  of  the  hiftory,  which 
are  admirably  related  bv  our  aur- 

m  ^ 

thor,  we  have  a  fummary  of  the 
famous  code  of  Howel  Dha,  prince 
of  South  Wales  >  together  with  an 

*  account 
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accbu’nt  of  the  civil  junfprudence 
of  the  Wc'Hh,  and  tlieir  criminal 
law.  The  feyenth  and  eighth 
books  are  rendered  particularly  in¬ 
to  reft  ing,  by  the  pictures  which  the 
author  hath  drawn  of  the  repeated 
efforts  of  a  brave,  but  improvident 
and  divided  people,  foi  the  li¬ 
berties  of  their  country,  and  the 
rights  of  human  nature.  The.  ninth 
brings  us  to  the  entire  conqueft  of 
Wales,,  in  the  time  of  Edward  the 
Fil'd;  at  .which  period  [  Mr.  War¬ 
rington  counsels  the  Welfli  hiilory 
with  that  of  England.  We  con¬ 
gratulate  the  public,  that  the  firfl 
regular  hiilory  of  Wales  has.  been 
undertaken  by  a  per fon  lb  well 
qualified  for  the  talk;  and  who, 
not  being  a  native  of  that  country, 
cannot  be  fuppofed  to  have  written 
under  the  indue  nee  of  an  impro¬ 
per  bias,  or  predilection.  And  we 
cannot  but  exprels  our  wifii,  that  a 
writer  who  hath  .given  fuch  a  fpe- 
cimen  of  his  abilities  and  tafte,  in 
the  line  of  hiltorical  compofition, 
would  extend  his  labours  to  other 
departments  of  that  fcience. 

In  the  3d  vol.  of  44  State  Papers, 
collected  by  Edward,  Earl  of  Cla¬ 
rendon,”  the  public  has  received  a 
•very  valuable  hiltorical  and  litera¬ 
ry  acquisition,  abounding  with  in- 
terefting  flails  and  anecdotes,  with 
many  of  which  our  hiftorians  have 
been  entirely  unacquainted.  In 
the  editor’s  Preface  we  are  inform¬ 
ed,  that  a  part  of  them  contains 
44  A  Regular  Series,  fcarcely  bro¬ 
ken  by  the  lofs  of  a  (ingle  letter, 
of  fir  Edward  Plyde’s  confidential 
correfpon  deuce  with  his  bolom 
friend,  lecretary  Nicholas,  on  the 
moft  fecret  topics  re fp effing  the 
king’s  bulinefs  ;  particularly,  from 
his  arrival  in  France,  after  his 
efcape  from  Worcefter,  till  he  fixed 
kis  refidence  at  Cologne.”  To 
1  this  it  may  be  added,  that  the  pre¬ 
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lent  colieftiop  comes  down  to  the 
return  of  Charles  to  his  native, 
kingdom.  From  fuch  a  fource  as 
that  before  us,  we  derive  the  moft 
authentic  and  curious  information 
refpecting  the  character,  profeffions, 
and  views,  of  the  principal  perlbns 
who  fu Gained  parts  in  the  political 
drama  of  the  times  ;  the  anxieties 
and  difficulties  of  the  rovalifts  ;  and 
the  can fe.s  which  gradually  and  fi- 
lently  operated, in  effecting  the  re- • 
flotation.  In  an  Appendix,  we  are 
prefented  with  the  life  of  lord  Dig- 
by,  and  other  biographical  (ketch- 
eg  by  our  noble  author,  written, 
with  his  ivfual  vigour  and  anima¬ 
tion  of  fiyle,  from  which -we  re-, 
eei.ved  confide  table  pleafure.and  en¬ 
tertainment. 

The  volume  of  44  Hiftorical 
Traffs,  by  fir  John  Davies,  At¬ 
torney  General,  and  Speaker  of 
the  Houle  of  Commons  in  Ire¬ 
land,”  is  compqfcd  of  a  curious, 
and  important  treatife,  entitled,  a 
Dilcovery  of  the  True  Caufe  why 
Ireland  was  never  brought  under 

•  o 

Obedience  to  the  Crown  of  Eng¬ 
land  ;  of  two  letters  to  the  Earl  of 
Salifbury,  in  r  607,  and  1610,  giv¬ 
ing  an  account  of  the  Rate  of  Ire¬ 
land,  and  the  plantation  of  Ulfter; 
and  of  a  Speech  in,  1613,  tracing, 
the  ancient  conftkution  of  Ireland  ; 
which  have  been  collected  from  the 
treasures  of  the  B'ritifh  Mufeum. 
The  two  letters  to  the  earl  of  Sa¬ 
lifbury,  will  be  found  particularly 
in  terefting  on  account  of  the  accu¬ 
rate  local  information  which  they, 
convey,  and  the  firiking  but  jull 
pictures  which  they  draw  of  the 
barbarifm  and  wretehednefs  of  the 
inhabitants  at  thole  periods.  To 
thefe  trabts  is  prefixed  a  well-writ¬ 
ten  Life  of  the  Author, 

Walker’s  44  Hiftorical  Memoirs 
of  the  Irifli  Bards,”  are  chiefly  to 
be  valued  from  the  accounts  Which. 

R  we 
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We  meet  with  in  them,  of  the  Hale 
of  ancient  Irifli  muiic  ;  and  for 
foine  papers  in  the  appendix  con¬ 
taining  curious  anecdotes  and  hif- 
torical  difquiiitions.  Oil  the  hif- 
tory  of  the  bards,  of  their  educa¬ 
tion,  employments,  and  privileges, 
he  doth  not  feem  to  have  thrown 
any  new  light ;  and  with  refpect  to 
his  obfervations  on  the  antient 
Hate  of  Ireland,  and  its  early  ci¬ 
vilization  and  literature,  it  were 
to  be  wifhed  that  the  proofs  of  them 
had  beenlefs  equivocal.  We  leave 
it  to  Mr.  Macpherfon  to  conte If 
with  him  the  claims  of  Ireland  to 
Fingal,  Offian,  and  the  other  he¬ 
roes  of  44  the  Hall  of  Shells.” 

In  captain  Jonathan  Scott’s 
44  Tranflation  of  the  Memoirs  of 
Eradut  Khan,  a  nobleman  of  Hin- 
doftan,  & c.”  we  meet  with  intereif- 
Ing  anecdotes  of  Aurungzebe,  and 
his  fuccedors  in  the  Mogul  Empire, 
and  curious  fpecimens  of  the  Ori¬ 
ental  character  and  manners.  Era¬ 
dut  Khan  was  perfonally  concern¬ 
ed  in  moll  of  the  refolutions  which 
took  place  during  the  period  con¬ 
cerning  which  he  writes ;  41  what 
to  others  was  known  but  by  report, 
was  planned  and  executed  in  his 
light ;  and  he  was  a  (barer  as  well 
as  fpedfator  of  the  dangers  and 
troubles  which  he  has  recorded.” 
His  relations,  like  wife,  are  drawn 
up  with  an  ingenuoufnefs  and  lim- 
plicity  that  are  llrongly  charade  r- 
adic  of  their  veracity.  Thefe  cir- 
cumitances  render  his  tefdmony  pe¬ 
culiarly  valuable,  as  it  fupplies  ips 
with  the  only  account  of  thole 
times  that  has  any  pretenlions  to 
authenticity.  We  hope  that  Mr. 
Scott,  from  the  public  reception  of 
his  prefent  work,  will  be  encou¬ 
raged  to  arrange  and  tranflate  the 
Other  authentic  documents  which 
he  has  in  his  pofleffion,  relating  to 
the  hiftory  of  Dekkan,  and  the 


continuation  of  the  hi  (lory  of  Y  > 
rungzebe,  begun  by  Mr.  i)  . 
Such  1  hours  of  his  will  be  gene¬ 
rally  entertaining  and  ufefui  ;  and 
more  efpecially  fo  to  thofe  who  are 
engaged  in  refearches  into  Oriental 
hi llory  and  literature. 

Mr.  Stanley’s  44  Obfervations  on 
the  City  of  funis,  and  the  adja¬ 
cent  Country,  &c.”  is  an  accurate 
and  entertaining  defeription  of  a 
part  of  the  world  which  is  but  fsl- 
dom  viiited  by  modern  travellers. 
With  refpedf  to  the  manners  and 
culioms  of  the  inhabitants,  they 
appear  to  be  nearly  (iinilar  with 
thofe  of  the  Aliatic  Turks.  It  is 
the  account  which  he  gives  of  the 
prefent  ftate  of  the  territories  of 
ancient  Carthage,  and  of  the  mu¬ 
tilated  remains  of  ancient  grandeur 
and  magnificence,  that  will  princi¬ 
pally  recommend  his  little  work  to 
the  hifiorian  and  clallical  reader. 

Mr.  Savary ’s  44  Letters  on  Egypt* 
&c.”  which  IVQ  briefly  mentioned 
in  our  catalogue  of  Foreign  Lite¬ 
rature  for  the  year  1785,  have* 
during  the  prefent  year,  been  read 
with  much  avidity  in  an  EiiglHh 
tranflation.  And  we  fcarcely  re¬ 
member  when  we  met  with  a  more 
inllrudrive  and  entertaining  compa¬ 
nion.  The  objedl  of  our  traveller 
is  to  examine  the  monuments  of 
pall  ages  ;  to  draw  a  parallel  be¬ 
tween  the  ancient  and  modern  man¬ 
ners  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  conn? 
try  ;  and  to  deferibe  its  prefent 
(ituation,  commerce,  agriculture, 
and  government.  He  lets  out  by 
giving  us  a  general  view  of  Egypt, 
and  of  the  revolutions  which  it  has 
undergone.  After  this  he  prefents. 
us,  in  feveral  letters,  with  particu¬ 
lar  deferiptions  of  the  cities  of 
Egypt,  of  the  pyramids,  the  la¬ 
byrinth,  the  lake  Moeris,  the  ruins 
or  Thebes  ;  and  with  lively  and 
animated  pictures  of  the  peculiar 

manners 
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manners  and  eu  Horns  of  the  Egyp¬ 
tians.  In  thefe  defcriptions  he 
hath  {hewn  himielr  to  be  well  ac¬ 
quainted  with  the  works  of  Hero¬ 
dotus,  Pliny,  and  Strabo  ;  and  is 
very  circumffantial  in  comparing- 
their  accounts  with  his  own  obfer- 
vations,  and  in  correcting  th,§  er¬ 
rors  of  modern  travellers.  He, 
1:  he  wife,  pays  particular  attention 
to  the  wprdrip  of  the  ancient  Egyp¬ 
tians,  and  their  deities  ;  and  endea¬ 
vours  to  corroborate  their  opinion 
who  have  contended,  that  the  pre¬ 
tended  deities  of  this  people  were 
no  more  than  the  names  ■  of  the 
different,  attributes  of  one  and  the 
fame  fuprerae  Being  ;  or  emblems, 
intended  to  exprefs  the  phenomena 
common,  in.  that  country,  the  in¬ 
fluence  of  the  heavenly  bodies,,  and 
the  bounties  of  nature.  Ip  is  irn- 
poffible  for  us  to  follow  our  lively 
and  intelligent  author,  in  ,his  va¬ 
rious  re/fearches  and  deicriptions. 
We  fhall  only  ohferve,  that  his 
letters  derive  advantages  from  his 
acquaintance,  with  the.  heft  clalffcal 
and  Arabic  authors,  his  enthuhaftic 
fpirit  of  enquiry,  his  accuracy  of 
difcernment,  and  happy  talent  at 
delineation,  that  juftly  entitle  them 
to  the  very  favourable  reception 
which  they  have  met  with  from,  the 
public. , 

M.  Ruffin’s  u  Appendix  to  the 
Memoirs  of  Baron  de  Tott,  &c.” 
contain  a  iatisfadfory  vindication  of 
the  reprefentations  of  the  Baron, 
from  the  remarks  of  M.  de  Peyf- 
fonnel,  late  French  eonfui  at  Smyr¬ 
na  But  what  chiefly  engages  our 
attention  in  this  publication  is, 
M.  Venture  de  Paradis’s  curious 
hiftorical  memoir  of  the  Drufes,'  a 
people  who  inhabit  mount  Leba¬ 
non,  of  whom  but  very  inaccurate 
and  indiflind  accounts  have  reached 
Europe,  The  entertaining  parti¬ 


culars  of  this  people,  lingular  in 
their  manners,  and  their  religious 
Creed,  and  who  have  maintained  a 
coniiderable  degree  of  liberty  and 
independence,  though  furrounded 
with  the  flaves  and  fupporters  of 
Ottoman  defpjotifm,  will  be  pecu¬ 
liarly  acceptable  to  the  Englifh 
reader.  To  this  memoir  fucceed, 
extracts  from  the  religions  books 
of  Hamzah,  the. prophet  of  the 
Drufes,  and  a  literal  tranilation  of 
a  cateehifm,  containing  their  doc¬ 
trines  and  tenets. 

The  ‘i  Sketches  of  the  Hi  (lory 
of  the  Auffrian.  Netherlands,  &c.’9 
by  James  Shaw,  are  calculated  to 
excite  public  -attention,  not  only 
on  account  of  their  intrinsic  merit, 
but  becaufe  the  part  of  Europe 
which  they  deferibe  is  become  a 
coniiderable  obied  of  political 
{peculation*  After  laying  down, 
in  a  clear  and  accurate  manner,  the 
geography  of  .the  Auffrian  Nether¬ 
lands,  our  author  enters  into  their 
general  hiifory,  ffnee  the  age  of 
Charlemagne.  This  is  followed  by 
an  account  of  the  conftitution  of 
each  province ;  of  their  union  un¬ 
der  the  ho ufe.  of  Burgundy  ;  of 
their  commerce,  manufactures,  cL 
ties,  agriculture,  n  ighbouringltates, 
religion,  letters,  arts,  &c.  To  thefe 
{ketches  are  annexed  a  detail  of  the 
misfortunes  of  jacoba,  countefs  of 
Hainault ;  of  the  ambitious  designs 
of  Charles  the  Bold,  duke  of  Bur¬ 
gundy  ;  and  of  the  mild  reign  of 
Albert  and  Ifabella.  On  the  whole, 
we  have  been  much  pleafed  with 
the  deicriptions  and  obfervations  of 
Mr.  Shaw,  and  entertain  no  doubt 
of  the  induftry  and  care  with  which 
he  hath  feleded  his  materials.  But 
we  could  wifh  that,  in  many  places, 
he  would  corred  his  phraleology, 
and  the  conffrndion  of  his  lan# 
guage.  As  he  hath,  probably,  de- 
$  z  rived 
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rived  much  of  his  information  from 
foreign  fources,  he  hath  been  too 
carekis  in  adopting  foreign  idioms 
and  pbrafes,  which  have  deprived 
his  llvle  of  that  perfpicuby  and 
beauty,  for  which,  otherwife,  we 
ihould  have  been  difpofed  to  re¬ 
commend  it. 

Dr.  Former’s  “  Biftory  of  the 
Voyages  and  Difcoveiies  made  in 
the  North,  &e.”  contains,  beiides 
.many  ingenious  difquiiitions,  and 
entertaining  remarks^  a  rail  fund 
of  geographical  knowledge,'  col¬ 
lected,  with  great  .care  and  atten¬ 
tion,  from  the  bed:  and  moil  au¬ 
thentic  fources.  The  general  di- 
vi iion  of  this  work  is  into  three 
books,  which  are  again  i  ubdivided 
into  i e  ve  nil  chapters,  fedtions,  See. 
Jn  the  hr  ft  book,  we  have  an  ac¬ 
count  of  the  voyages  and  dilcove- 
ries  made  by  the  P lib nici alls,  the 
Greeks,  and  the  Romans,  in  which, 
as  his  materials  were  but  icanty, 
he  frequently  indulges  lrimfelf  in 
roaming  in  the  fields  of  fancy  and 
conjecture.  The  fecond  book  con¬ 
tains  an  account  of  the  dilcoveries 
.  made  towards  the  North  in  the 
middle  ages,  by  the  Arabians ;  by 
the  Saxons,  Franks,  and.  Normans* 
and  by  the  Italians  and  fome  other 
nations.  In  this  book  we  have  a 
collection  of  many  curious  and  im- 
|)ortant  particulars  ,*  and  among  the 
reft,  Alfred’s  Tranilation  of  Oro- 
'fiiis,  that  real  literary  curiofity, 
and  relations  of  voyages  ‘  made  to 
Norway,  Greenland,  and  Winland, 
which  he  will  have  to  be  part  of 
North  America  ;  for  which  we  con¬ 
sider  ourfelves  nnuch  obliged  to  Dr. 
Tbriter,  The  /third'  book  contains 
a  luminary  of  the  different  voyages 
made  to  the  North  in  modern  times, 
by  the  Englifti,  the  Dutch,  the 
F;xnch,  the  Spaniards,  the  Portu- 
giieku  the  Dane?,  and  the  Ruf- 
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Fans,  in  which  the  author  hath 
conderifed  the  '  riurherous  books 
which  treat  of  tbele  Voyages,  with 
judgment  arid  perlpicuity,  But 
though  this  Work  poffcifes  great 
arid  unqueftionable  Naims  oil  our 
approbation,  we  do  not  pronounce 
it  to  be  a  faultlcfs  'production. 
Though  we  admire  the  ingenuity 
dilcove fable  in  many  of  his  conjec¬ 
tures  arid  etvmolo  focal  ennui  lies, 
in  the  firft  book,  we  cannot  fay  that 
his  reafonimrs  have  always  had 

o  * 

force  enough  to  make  us  Converts 
to  his-  opinion.  Neither  do  we 
feel,  in  the  fame  degree 'with  our 
author,  the  weight  of  the  author?- 
ties  which  he  brings  from  ancient 
maiiufcripts,  in  fupport  of  the 
difeovery  of  the  ancient  Win'- 
land. 

From  the  perufal  of  Ha  milt  Air's 
(*  Letters  concerning  the  northern 
Coaft  of  the  County  of  Antrim, 
&c.”  we  have  received  much  in- 
ftriuftion  and  entertainment.  They 
add  refs  themfelves  to  the  ftudent  in 
general  hiftofy,  to  the  antiquary, 
and  the  philofopher.  In  fame  of 
the  firft  letters  wc  have  a  particular 
and  plealing  account  of  the  iiland 
of  Raghery,  or  Raghliti,  of  its 
productions,  antiquities,  and  the 
iimple  innocent  manners  of  its  in¬ 
habitants.  Mr.  Hamilton  next  de- 
feribes  the  falruon  fifherfes  on  the 
oppoiite  coaft  ;  and  p relents  us  with 
hiltorical  accounts  of  the  incur- 
fions  of  the  Scots,  and  their  firft 
let  demerit  in  Ireland,  which  abound 
in  many  curious  and  interefiing 
particulars.  But  his  attention  is 
principally  engaged  by  the  natural 
curiofities  on  the  northern  coaft  of 
Antrim  ;  and  particularly  by  the 
band  tic  columns,  commonly  called 
the  Giant’s  Caufeway.  After  giv¬ 
ing  us  the  natural  hiflory,  and  an 
'accurate  an&lyfis  of  theie  balaltes, 

ha 
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he  introduces  his  ingenious  and  fa- 
tjsfatdoiy  reafonings  in  favour  of 
the  v’oie.inic  theory,  which  has  re¬ 
ceived  fo  much  .  fupport  from  hr 
William  Hamilton,  and  Mr.  Faujas 
de  St.  Fond  ;  and  in  anflwermg 
fuch  objections  as  have  been  made 
to  it.  We  recommend  this  engag¬ 
ing  and  philofophical  performance 
as  calculated  to  afford  plcafure  and 
improvement  to  every  defeription  of 
readers. 

In  Hartley’s  ii  Account  of  lb  me 
natural  Cu  noli  ties  in  the  Environs 
ofMalham,  in  Graven,,  Yorkftdre,” 
we  have  a  particular,  and  not  un- 
pleating  dejeription  of  home  lub- 
lime  natural  icenery,  in.  the 
centre  of  the  kingdom,  well  wor¬ 
thy  of  the  attention  of  travellers. 
To  this  defeription  there  is  annex¬ 
ed  an  Appendix,  containing  ufeful 
directions  to  thole  who  are  difpofed 
to  vifit  thefe  romantic  lit  nations  * 
the  height  of  fome  of  the  higheft 
mountains  in  England  and  Scot¬ 
land,  with  the  heights  of  Mount 
Blanc,  the  Pike  of  Teneriffe,  and 
Cotopaxi  in  Quito  ;  and  particulars 
of  the  life  and  genealogy  of  Lam- 
bert,  the  parliamentary  general, 
which  feem  to  be  collected  from  the 
bell  authorities. 

Dr.  Anderfon’s  u  Account  of  the 
p  re  lent  State  of  the  Hebrides,  and 
We  Hern  Coafts  of,  Scotland 
which  efcaped  our  notice,  in  its 
proper  place,  recommends  itfell:  by 
many  important  faffs  and  ufeful 
obfervations,  relative  to  the  fffhc- 
ries  of  this  kingdom,  and  other 
confiderable  fources  of  national  im¬ 
provement.  This  account  is  the 
fubftance  of  a  report  made  by 
the  author  to  the  lords  of  the  trea- 
fury,  and  of  the  evidence  which 
he  gave  before  the  committee  of 
flfheries,  after  he  had  been  employ¬ 
ed  by  government  iij  examining 
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thefe  neglected  parts  of  the  Britifll 
dominions.  And  it  presents  us 
with  fuch  a  Blocking  pic  tin  c  of  the 
melancholy  poverty  and  wretched- 
nefs  of  great  numbers  of  our  fel- 
iow-fubjeCts,  who  are  capable  of 
being  rendered  fome  of  the  moil 
ufeful  members  of  the  community, 
as  muff  intereft  the  patriotic  and 
feeling  bofom  to  apply  every  pof- 
Hble  remedy  to  fb  lamentable  ap 
evil.  To  this  account  is  prefixed 
an  Hifforical  Introduction  concern¬ 
ing  the  Britifh  Fifheri.es,  in  wdiich 
Dr,  Anderfon  takes  up  the  fubject 
from  the  earlieft  accounts  ;  points 
out  the  circumftances  and  impedi¬ 
ments  which  have  prevented  its, 
fuccefs  ;  and  fuch  regulations  as  are 
moll  likely  to  give  full  “  employ 
to  the  induffry  of  the  people,  aug¬ 
ment  the  wealth  of  the  nation, 
and  add  to  the  revenue  and  re- 
fources  of  the  ffateV*  We  have  al¬ 
ready  fecn  that  thefe  important 
objects  have  engaged  the  -ferrous  at¬ 
tention.  of  the  legiflature  ;  and  we 
doubt  not  but  that  the  judicious 
remarks  before  us,  will  have  con- 
fderable  weight  with  the  commit¬ 
tee  to  whom  they  are  referred. 

u  The  Hifforv  or  the  War  with 
America,  France,  Spain,  and  Hol¬ 
land,  by  John  Andrews  LL.  DF? 
appears  to  be  with  great  candour 
and  impartiality,  and  to  contain  a 
judicious  detail  of  the  ciicumffances 
of  the  late  war,  drawn  from  the 
public  prints,  and  the  proceedings 
6ft.be  houle.of  common's.  Many 
of  the  political  remarks  which  oc¬ 
cur  in  ir,  are  fenhble  and  pertinent. 
And  what  he  fays  on  the  views  and 
motives  that  influenced  the  con¬ 
tending  powders,  in  their  various 
operations,  feems  on  the  whole,  to 
have  been  dictated  by  a  juft  know¬ 
ledge  of  mankind,  and  deliberate^ 
cool  reflection. 

R  3  -  The 
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The  44  Account  of  the  gallant 
Defence  made  at  Mangalore,  againft 
the  United  Efforts  of  the  French, 
and  the  Nabob  Tippo  Sultan,  &e.!? 
is  a' juft  tribute  of.  refpeft  to  the 
bra  ’erv  and  good  ccnducl  of  the 
late  colonel  John  Campbell,  major 
of  the  42ft  regiment  of  foot,  his 
officers,  anti  the  troops  under  his 
command,  during  the  fatigues  and 
diftrefte£  of  a  tedium  and  oDftinate 
fiege.  The  particulars  of  this  i-c- 
count,  many  of  which  will  be  found 
exceedingly  mterefting,  are  drawn 
up  in  the  Form  of  a  journal,  in 
-which  all  the  operations  and  c  afu  al¬ 
lies  are  particularly  fpectfied  j  and 
the  whole  is  recommended  to  the 
perufal  of  military  readers,  by  a 
good  plan  and  profile  of  the  fort, 
exhibiting  the  attacks  and  batteries 
of  the  enemy. 

The  author  of  a  trail  called 
44  The  Iiiftory  of  the  Art  of  En¬ 
graving  in  Mezzotinto,  &c.”  op- 
pofes  the  commonly  received  opi¬ 
nion  that  prince  Rupert  was  the 
inventor  of  it.  This  honour  he 
claims  for  colonel  Siegen,  a  Hcffian 
officer.  And  it  appears  to  us,  that 
the  authorities  to  which  he  refers, 
in-inveftigatiug  the  fubjedl,  carry 
too  much  weight  with  them  to  be 
Rightly  rejedied.  In  this  ingenious 
performance  the  author  coiftiders 
and  explains  the  mechanic  procefs 
pf this  kind  of  engraving:  it’s  pe¬ 
culiar  character  andexcellence ;  and 
the  fubjedts  which  are  bed  adapted 
to  itf  He  hath  added,  like  wife,  an 
account  of  the  principal  artifts  in 
this  branch,  and  a  lift  of  their 
works.  And  when  we  confider  the 
high  degree  of  perfection  to  which 
this  art  hath  been  carried  in  this 
country,  and  the  rnany  excellent 
copies  of  valuable  pictures  which 
pur  artifts  have  produced,  we  may 
Venture  to  pronounce,  that  this 
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little  work  will  be  an  acceptable 
prefent  to  the  lovers  of  the  3ns  j 
efpecially  as  we  have  no  exprefs 
treatife  on  the  fubjedt. 

In  mentioning  the  Biographical 
productions  of  the  year,  we  fhall 
aftign  the  iirft  place  to  the  fecond 
volume  of  Strutt’s  44  Biographical 
Dictionary  •  containing  an  Hiftori- 
cal  Account  of  all  the  Engravers, 
from  the  earl i eft  period  of  the  Art 
of  Engraving,  to  the  prefent  Time, 
&c.”  Of  the  deiign,  and  the  ge^ 
neral  execution  of  this  work,  we 
gave  our  opinion  in  our  account  of 
the  Domeftic  Literature  of  the  vear 

j 

1785.  And  we  are  glad  to  have 
realbn  to  conclude,  from  the  ap¬ 
pearance  of  this  fecond  volume, 
that  the  author  hath  met  with  that 
encouragement  from  the  public, 
which  his  application  and  induftry 
merited.  We  have  again  received 
much  information  and  pleafurefrom 
the  continuation  of  his  Eftay  on  the 
Art  of  Engraving,  and  the  Ac¬ 
count  of  its  Origin  and  Progrefs, 
which  are  prefixed  to  this  volume. 
Thefe  afford  us  fufficient  evidence 
of  the  author’s  acquaintance  with 
the  fubjeCt  on  which  he  writes,  and 
will  be  allowed  to  poffefs  a  conli- 
derable  fhare  of  merit,  notwith- 
ftanding  that  his  ftyle  and  manner 
of  expreffion  are  liable  to  the  fame 
cenfure  which  our  remarks  on  the 
former  part  of  his  work  conveyed. 

The  44  Hiftorical  and  Critical 
Memoirs  of  the  Life  and  Writings 
of  M.  de  Voltaire-,  &c.”  t  ran  dated 
from  the  French  of  Dom.  Chau  don, 
form  a  very  unequal  and  unfinifhed 
work,  which  does  not  feem  to  have 
juft  preteniions  to  the  reception 
which  it  is  faid  to  have  met  with 
on  the  continent.  It  is  rather  a 
colledlion  of  the  anecdotes  refpedt- 
ing  Vohaire,  which  have  been  re¬ 
tail 
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failed  in  different  authors,  than  a 
regular  account;  of  his  life.  t  o 
have  appreciated  his  literary  ab  li¬ 
tres,  and  to  have  examined  into  his 
real  opinions,  would  have  been  a 
proper  employment  for  his  biogra¬ 
pher  ;  and  would  not  have  preclud¬ 
ed  the  recital  of  his  witty  epigrams 
and  bon  mots  It  would,  likewife, 
have  carried  with  it  the  appearance  . 
of  greater  candour,  if  our  author 
had  not  fo  fervilelv  followed  Vol- 

j 

taire?s  own  representations  of  his 
quarrels  with  RoufTeau,  and  Mau- 
per  in  is’,  and  of  the  circumdances 
of  his  difgrace  at  Berlin  ;  as  ihefe 
are  more  than  fufoeCted  to  be  ex- 

JL 

ceedingly  partial  and  unfair.  And 
he  would  have  deferred  the  thanks 
of  his  readers,  if  he  had  been  more 
particularly  attentive  in  expofing 
the  pernicious  tendency  of  many 
of  the  productions  of  his  hero  ;  to¬ 
gether  with  the  duplicity  and  pro- 
fanenefs  of  his  character.  W  e  would 
not  be  tmderilood  as  wifhing  to  de¬ 
prive  M>  de  Voltaire,  of  his  claims 
to  extraordinary  genius,  and  ex- 
tenfive  abilities.  We  would  not 
have  a  tingle  action  of  his  forgot¬ 
ten,  that  was  humane  or  benevo¬ 
lent ;  and  for  many  fuch  atlions  he 
will  be  remembered  with  gratitude. 
But  we  could  have  wiftied  that  the 
veil  had  been  more  completely 
withdrawn  fiom  his  imperfections, 
and  efTential  failings,  to  counter¬ 
act  the  dangerous  and  .  fafhionable 
influence  of  his  opinions  and  ex¬ 
ample.  In  this  part  of  the  duty 
of  a  good  biographer,  we  think 
that  our  author  hath  greatly  failed, 
and  loft  a  favourable  opportunity  of 
blending  the  ufeful  with  the  amuf- 
ing.  This  volume  is  concluded 
with  an  41  Abftrabt,  Hiftorical  and 
Critical,  of  the  Theatrical  Works 
©f  Voltaire.55 

from  Mrs  Piozzd’s  u  Anecdotes’5 
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of  Dr.  Tohnfon,  the  public  had 
been  led  to,,  entertain  very  high  ex- 
pectations.  Many  years  had  the 
Dodtor  fpent  at  the  houfe  of  her 
former  hufband,  Mr.  Thrale,  in  the 
habits  of  undifguifed  and  commu¬ 
nicative  friendihip.  And  fire  was 
underftood  to  pohefs  abilities  and 
materials  which  could  enable  her 
to  gratify  the  public  with  many  of 
the  valuable  obferyations,  and  pro¬ 
found  diiquilitions,  by  which  his 
private  converfation  was  diftin- 
guifhed.  But  we  are  obliged  to 
acknowledge  that  although,  from 
the  perufal  of  the  work  before  us, 
we  have  frequently  received  plea- 
fure  and  entertainment,  we  have 
been  likewife  much  di (appointed 
and  mortified.  Many  of  the  litera¬ 
ry  anecdotes  which  our  author efs 
hath  preferred,  the  poems,  and 
bon  mots,  are  new  and  curious. 
But  whoever  expedfs  that  be  fhall 
be  able,  from  this  work,  to  form  a 
judgment  of  Dr.  Johnfbn’s  abili¬ 
ties  in  argument,  of  his  powers  in 
general  converfation,  and  of  his 
manners  in  common  life,  will  find 
■himfelf  greatly  deceived.  And  it 
will  be  difficult  for  the  reader,  when 
he  confiders  many  of  the  anecdotes 
and  Tpeeches  which  are  recorded, 
to  perfuade  himfelf,  that  they  can 
have  been  published  by  one  who 
lived  for  twenty  years  in  the  ftridt- 
eft  (riendfhip  with  him,  and  who 
wi flies  to  44  warn  her  friends  to 
virtue,  even  by  the  diftant  reflec* 
tion  of  his  glowing  excellence/’ 
How  unfortunate  has  it  proved, 
that  thole  who  were  the  compani¬ 
ons  of  Dr.  Jobnfon,  and  who  have 
undertaken  to  be  his  biographers, 
fliould  feem  as  if  they  had  made  it 
the  principal  objedf  of  their  injudi¬ 
cious  performances,  to  expofe  the 
failings  and  weaknefles  of  their 
friend,  rather  than  to  preferve  his 
R  4  admirable 
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admirable  lmdUires  on  men  and 
manners,  his  critical  remarks,  and 
'moral  rdkdions !  With  reipeet  to 
the  general  merits  ol  the  work  be¬ 
fore  us,  it  is  an  '.irregular  and' de- 
ibltory  compoiition,  in' which  the 
authorefs  hath  ihewn  but  little  lb- 
licitude  about  method  and  arrange¬ 
ment.  And  the  Ityle  of  it,  though 
■fometimes  elegant  and  beautiful,  is 
frequently  deformed  by  glaring  in¬ 
accuracies  and  colloquial  barba- 
xrfms. 

j  Sam  we  115s  44  Narrative  of  the 
Death  of  Captain  James  Cook, 

•  contains  very  ferrous  and  ex¬ 
traordinary  information  relating  to 
that  event,  which  hath  remained, 
hitherto,  uncontradicicd.  Ol  the 
■nature  of  that  information,  our 
readers  will  be  able  to  judge,  from 
the  extraCt  .which  we  have  given 
among  our  Mifcella-neous  Papers. 
To  this  Narrative  are  added  lome 
intereiling  particulars  of  the  life 
and  character  of  that  great  nauti¬ 
cal  genius  ;  and  '  observations  re- 
fp  citing  the  introduction  of  the 
venereal-  difeafe  into  the  Sandwich 
Blands,  in  which  he  endeavours  to 
refute  the  arguments  of  thole  who 
contend  that  it  was  received  there 
from  our  people. 

“  The  Life  of  Hyder  Ally,  &c.” 
by  F  turn  is  Robfon,  late  captain  in 
the  honourable  Kali  India  compa¬ 
ny’s  forces,  has  beep  publifhed  by 
the  author,  to  vindicate  the  honour 
and  character  of  his  countrymen 
and  fellow- fcldiers,  from  the  inju¬ 
rious  mifreprefentations  and  lalfe- 
hoods,  contained  in  a  Hi  dory  of 
that  Eaftern  chief,  by  a  French  of¬ 
ficer.  With  this  view  he  hath 
drawn  up  a  plain,  unadorned  itat-e- 
ment  of  facts,  which  he  oppolcs 
to  the  unjull  cen lures  palled  by  that 
author  on  the  conduCt  of  the  Eng- 
lifli  in  the  Ead ;  which  is  followed 


by  a. Narrative  of  the  bufferings'  of 
the  prisoners  of  war  taken  by  Tip- 
poo  Saib,  and  a  Glolfary  of  the 
Aliatic  Terms  which  occur  in  the 
Narrative. 

Under  the  head  of  Antiquities, 
ArchdalEs  44  Monaiiicon  Hiberni- 
cum”  will  aiford  much  information 
to  the  llu dents  in  Topographical 
Hi  dory*  Our  author  was  induced 
to  engage  in  this  work  at  the  indi- 
gation  of  Dr.  Pococke,  blfhop  of 
Oflbry  and  Meath  ;  and  he  has  la- 
boured  with  indefatigable  hid  Wit  ry, 
in  collecting  and  prderving  the 
fragments  of  the  Hi  dory  of  Mo- 
nachilm,  which,  44  like  the  edifices 
it  once  reared,  is  almod  an  heap  of 
ruins'.”  Sir  James  Ware  fi rd  began 
a  collection  of  this  nature  ;  whole 
work  rather  exhibited  an  outline  of 
thole  'monadic  edablilhments  in 
Ireland,  than  a  particular  account 
ot  their  private  hidory  and  pro¬ 
perty.  In  1690  this  work  was  en¬ 
larged  by  M.  A llem an de  ;  and,  fe- 
Vcnrl  years  afterwards,  publifhed 
in  a  different  and  imperfect  form  by 
Air.  Harris.  The  prefent  perform¬ 
ance  is  only  an  epitome  of  the  re¬ 
cords  and  documents  which  JMr* 
Archdall  hath  collected ;  and  which, 
we  hope,  the  encouragement  of  the 
public  will  enable  him  to  deliver  ill 
a  more  extenlive  and  perfect  man¬ 
ner.  This  volume,  however,  con¬ 
veys  much  information  rdpeCting 
the  eflabHfhment,  the  revenues  and 
peculiar  fit  tuitions  of  various  inlti- 
tutions  •;  with  deferiptions  and  en¬ 
gravings  of  the  habits  of  the  dif- 
ferent  orders.  '  Such  memorials  as 
there  are  of  national  importance, 
and  are  intereding  to  our  ctiriolity 
and  to  our  feelings.  And  the  phi** 
lolophic  mind  cannot  but  receive 
plcalure  from  exploring  any  -of 
the  retreats,  of  literature  and  fei- 

ence 
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cnee  dur ins'  tlie  barbarifm  which 

O 

covered  the  middle  ages  of  Eu¬ 
rope. 

Mr.  Nichols’s  u  Bibliotheca  Ty- 
pographica  Britamiica,”  hath  been 
mcr.ealed,  during  .the  prelent  year, 
by  the  addition  of  ten  numbers. 
Thefe  are,  an  hilforical  Account  of 
the  Parifh  of  Wimmington,  Red- 
lordfuire,  communicated  by  Oliver 
St.  John  Cooper,  curate  of  Pad¬ 
dington  y  .  the’  Hiftory  and  Anti¬ 
quities  of  the  three  archiepifcopal 
hofpitals,  and  other  charitable 
foundations,  at  or  near  Canterbury, 
by  the  late  [ohn  Duiicombe,  M.  A. 
and  the  late  Nicholas  Batlely,  M.  A. 
the  editor  of  Somner’s  Antiquities, 
of  Canterbury  ;  a  Short  Genealo¬ 
gical  View  of  the  Family  of  Oliver 
Cromwell  ;  a  Sketch  of  the  Hi  dory 
of  Rollover  and  Peak  Cadies,  Der¬ 
by  fibre,  by  the  rev.  Samuel  Pcgge; 
two  Diflertations  on  the  Br  ils  lu¬ 
ll  rum  ents  called  Celts,  and  other 
Arms  of  the  Ancients  found  in  this 
Xlland,  by  the  rev.  James  Douglas, 
F.  A.  S. ;  Biographical  Anecdotes  of 
the  rev.  John  Hutchins,  author  of 
the  Hi  d  ory  of  Dorfetfnire  ;  arch- 
bifltop  Sharpe’s  Obfervations  on  the 
Coinage  of  England,  Sec,  with  his 
Letter  to  Mr.  Thorclhy,  1698-9; 
and  Remarks  on  the  Progrcls  of  the 
Roman  Arms  in  Scotland  ;  &e.  to 
which  are  added,  a  Map  of  Caledo¬ 
nia  Velpaliann,  by  Richard  of 
C  ire  nee  her,  and  an  account  of  two 
Roman  camps,  in  the  county  of 
Forfar,  with  the  Via  miliaria  ex¬ 
tending  between  them,  by  the  rev. 
Mr.  J  a  melon,  of  Forfar.  X  hde 
pieces,  as  may  be  expected,  pollels 
different  degrees  of  merit  ;  and 
different  deg-.ees  of  entertainment, 
according  to  the  lubjecfs  of  them. 
The  rliltory  of  the  Hofpitals,  and 
other  charitable  Foundations,  at  or 
near  Canterbury,  will  be  gratifying 
to  the  curiofity  of  mod  readers. 


IN  1  r .  DoughsN  D i lie ?  rations  on  the 
Anns  of  the  Ancients,  found  in  this 
Idand,  are  learned  and  ingenious. 
But  it.  has  been  from  archbifhop 
Sharpe’s  Obfervations  on  the  Coin¬ 
age  of  England,  Sec.  that  we  have 
received  the  greated  information 
and  plealure.  This  tract  is  divided 
into  four  chapters  ;  the  two  fifd  of 
which  treat  of  the  diver  and  of 
the  gold  coins  of  England  ;  the  two 
lad  of  the  Scot’s  money,  and  of  the 
Jrilli  coins  to  king  fames  II.  inclu- 
five.  To  thefe  are  added,  tables 
of  the  coins  of  the  fe rerat  kings, 
Sec,  down  to  Charles  II.  with  notes; 
and  a  lid  of  medals,  druck  lince 
the  latter  end  of  the  reign  of 
William  III.  to  that  of  George  II. 
includve.  AVe  have  room  only  to 
obfqrve,  that  this  treatife  will  fur- 
nidi  the  reader  with  much  amufe- 
ment,  as  well  as  very  general  fatis- 
f add  on  with  refpedt  to  this  branch 
of  lcience. 

Cardonncl’s  u  Nurnifmata  Sco- 
tise  ;  or  a  Scries  of  the  Scottilli 
Coinage,  from  the  reign  of  William 
the  Lion,  to  the  Union,”  is  divided 
by  him  into  three  parts,  viz,  the 
diver,  gold,  and  billon  of  copper 
coin  of  Scotland.  The  collection 
of  coins  in  this  work  is  very"  nu¬ 
merous,  and  tolerably  complete  ; 
and,  in  general,  they  arc  fully  de¬ 
fer;  bed,  and  accurately  delineated; 
It  will,  therefore,  be  an  acceptable 
publication  to  'the  medallid,  and 
the  colledior  of  Scottifli  coins, 
eipecially  as  Anderfon’s  Diplomats 
Si  Nurnifmata  Scot  ire,  and  Sncl- 
ling’s  valuable  works  are  now  but 
lekiom  to  be  met  with.  In  an  Ap¬ 
pendix,  the  author  hath  felebted 
ab ft racts  from  original  records,  and 
various  adts  ot  the  Scottifh  legilla- 
ture,  relating  to  the  coin. 

Mr.  Douglas  hath  publiflied, 
during  the  prelent  year,  three  N um¬ 
bers  of  a  Work  called,  44  Ncnia 

'  Britannica. 
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Britannica,  or  an  Account  of  fome 
hundred  Sepulchres  of  the  Ancient 
Inhabitants  of  Britain;**  which  the 
antiquary  will  coftfider  to  be  valu¬ 
able  and  important.  Thefe  num¬ 
bers  are  employed  in  the  defcriptkm 
of  various  inftruments  of  war,  do- 
meftic  litenftls,  rings,  gems,  &c. 
found  in  feveral  ancient  tumuli, 
which  have  been  opened  by  our  au¬ 
thor.  Of  thefe  relics,  and  the 
tombs  in  which  they  were  depo- 
fited,  we  have  fuch  accurate  ac¬ 
counts,  and  plates  etched  by  Mr. 
Douglas,  as  convey  to  us  fuffici- 
ently  dilfindf  and  juft  ideas  of  them. 
And  many  of  the  remarks  which 
he  hath  fuggefted,  are  exceedingly 
curious  and  uncommon.  We  wra>t 
with  pleafure,  for  the  completion 
of  this  performance,  which  is  in¬ 
tended  toconftft  of  twelve  Numbers, 
on  account  of  tbe  advantages  which 
it  may  afford  us  in  illuftrating  his¬ 
torical  records,  and  the  manners  of 
antiquity. 

Of  the  fame  tendency  with  the 
article  juft  mentioned,  is  the  fplen- 
did  and  expensive  work,  in  very 
large  folio,  with,  many  fine  plates, 
entitled  “  Sepulchral  Monuments 
in  Great  Britain,  applied  to  illus¬ 
trate  the  Hiftory  of  families,  Man¬ 
ners,  Habits,  and  Arts,  at  the  diffe¬ 
rent  Periods  from  the  Norman  Con- 
queft  to  the  feventeenth  Century, 
with  introductory  Gbfervations.5, 
The  prefent  volume  contains  only 
the  firft  part  of  the  propofed  plan, 
comprizing  the  tour  firlt  centuries 
from  the  Norman  conqueft.  Each 
century  is  illuftrated  by  numerous 
plates  of  monuments,  either  of  ftone 
or  brafs,  the  greater  part  of  which 
are  executed  by  Mr.  James  Baftre. 
To  the  publication  of  this  work  the 
author  was  excited  by  the  much 
admired  labours  of  Montfaucon, 
pwhich,  on  a  lefs  extenftve  plan,  it  is 
intended  to  refemblo.  We  fliouid 


be  happy  if  wre  could  indulge  our- 
felves  in  the  hope,  that  it  would 
infpire  other  able  antiquaries,  to 
illuftrate,  on  a  limiiar  fcale,  the 
other  branches  of  our  national  anri- 
quities.  Such  a  work  would  be 
peculiarly  proper  in  a  country 
which  can  boaft  of  the  higheft 
claims  to  excellence  in  the  art  of 
engraving  ;  and,  if  engaged  in  with 
fpirit,  would  certainly  meet  with 
the  patronage  of  all  men  of  fcience. 

Captain  Grofe’s  u  Treatife  on 
Ancient  Armour  and  Weapons, 
illuftrated  by  Plates  taken  from  the 
original  Armour  in  the  Tower  of 
London,  and  other  Arfenals,  Mu- 
feums,  and  Cabinets,55  is  executed 
with  the  ufual  accuracy  of  that  in¬ 
genious  gentleman,  and  is  an  addi¬ 
tional  evidence  of  his  extenftve 
reading,  and  clofe  ftudy.  The 
firft  part  of  his  work  is  appropriated 
to  defenfive,  the  other  to  offenfive 
arms.  The  deferiptions  which  Mr. 
Grofe  hath  given  of  thefe,  are 
taken  from  the  weapons  themfelves; 
his  remarks  relative  to  the  etymo¬ 
logy  of  their  names,  are  curious 
and  learned  ;  and  the  hiftorieal  ac¬ 
counts  which  he  hath  intermixed, 
will  fupply  every  clafs  of  readers 
with  information  and  entertain¬ 
ment. 

The  Military  Antiquities  re- 
fpedling  a  Hiftory  of  the  Englifti 
Army,  from  the  Conqueft  to  the 
prefent  Times,55  by  the  fame  au¬ 
thor,  do  equal  honour  to  his  abi¬ 
lities,  and  will  be  peculiarly  accept¬ 
able  to  gentlemen  of  his  own  pro- 
feffion.  Of  this  work  we  have  feen 
nine  numbers,  which  have  greatly 
railed  our  expectations  of  w b at  arc 
yet  remaining  to  be  publilhed  ; 
more  efpecially,  as  they  will  con¬ 
tain  an  account  of  the  improve¬ 
ments  in  the  art  of  war,  and  warlike 
inftruments,  which  exift  in  the 
prefent  times,  and  the  gradual  me¬ 
thods 
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thoas  by  which  they  have  been 

introduced. 

The  Hi  dory  and  Antiquities 
of- the  County  'hilatine  of  Durham, 
b  y  W  i  1  Fia  m  H ut ch  i nib n ,  F .  S >  A . 
Yol.  Id'  is  a  performance  which 
does  great  c < edit  to  the  induftry  and 
abilities  of  the  author.  This  his¬ 
tory  commences  at  the  time  when 
the  Romans  were  in  polled! on  of 
this  dill  riot  of  Britain,  and  gives 
an  account  of  the  Druidical  reli¬ 
gion,  the  laws  and  manners  of  the 
Bri  games,  and  the  introduction  of 
Chrillianity  ;  after  which  it  is  con¬ 
tinued  through  the  Saxon  period, 
when  the  ice  of  JLindisfarne  was 
founded,  which,  afterwards,  gave 
rife  to  that  of  Dun  helm,  flnee  call¬ 
ed  Durham,  towards  the  dole  of 
the  tenth  century.  To  this  hif- 
tory  iucceed  the  lives  of  the  hi¬ 
lltops  of  thofe  fees,  down  to  the  ac- 
ceffion  of  biihop  Egerton,  in  the 
year  1771  ;  and  an  account  of  the 
rights  which  they  have  claimed,  in 
their  double  capacities  of  princes 
and  barons.  Mr.  Hutchinlon  ap¬ 
pears  to  have  had  accefs  to  a  va¬ 
riety  of  valuable  materials  for  his 
work,  of  a  public  and  private  na¬ 
ture,  and  the  notes  with  which  he 
hath  ilkiftrated  them,  are,  many  of 
them,  curious  and  interefting.  From 
the  manner  in  which  the  preferit 
volume  is  executed,  wTe  may  rea- 
lonably  entertain  great  expectations 
of  the  next,  which  i,s  to  be  devoted 
to  the  antiquities  of  the  county 
palatine, 

Mr.  Alexander  Campbell ’s  Edi¬ 
tion  of  44  The  Hilfory  of  Dover 
Caflle,  by  the  Rev.  William  Dare  11, 
Chaplain  to  Queen  Elizabeth,”  ap¬ 
pears  to  be  a  faiuful  tranflation  of 
the  Latin  original,  which,  to  the 
lovers  of  antiquities,  is  a  valuable 
publication.  This  work  contains 
m  account  of  that  fortvefs  from  its 
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foundation  by  Julius  Csefar,  until 
the  reign  of  queen  Elizabeth  ;  and 
it  is  probable,  that  with  refpe&  to 
the  fadfs  which  are  related,  the  au¬ 
thor  enjoyed  the  bed  means  of  in¬ 
formation,  through  the  favour  of 
his  patron  lord  Cobham,  who  was 
the  con  liable  of  that  caflle.  This 
work  is  iliuftrated  by  ten  views,  and 
a  plan  of  the  cable,  which  are 
neat  engravings. 

Harrod’s  44  Antiquities  of  Stam¬ 
ford,  and  St,  Martin’s,”  are  com¬ 
piled  partly  from  the  annals  of  the 
reverend  Francis  Peck,  which  are 
brought  down  no  lower  than  the 
}  1  q.6 1 ,  and  pattiy  from  other 

helps,  which  his  own  indubry  and 
the  contributions  of  his  friends  fup-  ' 
plied  him  with.  The  author  is  an 
intelligent  and  entertaining  writer, 
and  his  work  will  be  particularlv 
acceptable  in  the  neighbourhood 
where  he  relides. 

Cordiner’s  44  Remarkable  Ruins 
ana  romantic  Profpedts  in  the  North 
6f  Scotland,  &c.”  are  publilhino- 
m  Numbers,  of  which  feven  only 
have  come  to  our  hands.  Though 
bis  cb  alights  and  views  do  not  dif- 
cover  a  peifedl  acquaintance  with 
the  rules  of  perfpedlive,  yet  they 
polio  is  a  conflderable  degree  of  rne- 
nt  j  and  we  hope,  that  the  public 
encouragement  will  enable  him  to 
complete  his  pleating  and  curious 
publication.  His  fubjeHs  in  na- 
rural  hifeory,  and  ancient  monu¬ 
ments,  appear  to  be  accurately  and 
faithfully  delineated  ;  and  his  lan- 
guage  of  defeription,  if  not  al- 
v.  a\  s  feientifleal,  is  iufficiently  clear 
and  intelligible. 

In  the  number  of  books  of  Tra* 
vels,  thofe  by  the  marquis  de 
Chaflellux,  44  in  North  America, 
in  the  Years  1780,  1 78  t,  and 

17S2,  tranflated  from  the  French,” 
though  occahonally  trifling  and 

frivolous^ 
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frivolous,  are  frequently  fplrited 
and  entertaining.  We  may  con¬ 
sider  the  author  in  the  different 
capacities  of  a  traveller,  fol'dier, 
and  natural  hiilorian.  As  a  tra¬ 
veller,  lie  gives  us  an  account  of 
every  objed  which  caught  his  eye, 
and  of  the  numerous  public  and 
private  charaders  to  whom  he  was 
introduced  during  his  lfay  on  the 
continent.  In  this  account  we  fre¬ 
quently  meet  with  observations  of 
importance  on  the  .{fate  of  the 
country,  the  manners  of  the  inha¬ 
bitants,  the  forms  of  their  govern¬ 
ment,  and  the  progrefs  of  the  arts 
and  Sciences  among  them.  But 
thefe  are  intermixed,  at  the  fame 
time,  with  details  of  unintereffing 
and  trifling  incidents,  and  the  au¬ 
thor’s  converfation  with  the  inn¬ 
keepers,  their  wives,  their  l'ervants, 
&c.  In  his  char  after  as  a  foldier, 
the  marquis  delivers  fuch  reflections 
on  the  various  difpofldons  of  the 
armies,  the  fituation  of  the  camps, 
and  the  military  operations,  parti, 
cularly  the  two  great  tranfadions 
at  the  Brandiwine  and  Saratoga,  as 
leave  us  no  room  to  doubt  of  his 
profeffional  abilities,  if  we  may  be 
difpofed  to  queftion  the  fairnefs  and 
impartiality  of  his  reprefentations. 
As  a  natural  hiftorian,  we  find  our 
author  zealous  in  endeavouring  to 
fupport  the  fanciful  fyftem  of  hi. 
de  Bufton.  But  when  he  is  un¬ 
confined  by  the  fhackles  of  hypo- 
f  helm,  he  is  an  intelligent  as  well  as 
lively  companion  ;  and  we  are 
fome times  greatly  entertained  by 
bis  highly  fmifhed  deferipdons  of 
the  natural  curiolities  of  the  coun¬ 
try.  The  tranilator,  upon  the  whole, 
bath  delivered  the  fenfe  of  his  au¬ 
thor  with  fidelity  and  elegance. 
The  notes,  however,  which  he  hath 
added  to  his  original,  betray  a 
glaring  and  unjulUfiub.le  partiality 
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towards  the  Americans,  and  fuch  * 
rooted  malignity  and  virulence 
againit  this  country,  as  lead  us  to 
fulped  his  claim  to  the  character 
which  he  affumes,  of  an  Engiifh 
gentleman.  ' 

The,  marquis  de  Langle’s  “  Sen¬ 
timental  journey  through  Spain, 
&c.”  is  an  eccentric  and  lively  per¬ 
formance,  abounding  in  lingular 
opinions  and  flail  ids  of  wit.  We 
do  not,  indeed,  meet  with  many 
judicious  re  fled  ions  on  the  ffate  of 
Spain,  or  the  manners  of  its  inha¬ 
bitants.  The  talk  of  philofophic 
enquiry  would  have  been  an  in-* 
luppprt able  drudgery  to  a  writer 
who  wiflies,  to  recommend  himfeif 
by  continually  faying  brilliant 
things,  and  a  peculiar  originality 
of  thought.  To  thole  who  can  be 
entertained  by  the  productions  of 
the  Shandean  fchool,  the  mar¬ 
quis  will  prove  an  amufmg  com¬ 
panion. 

u  A  Trip  to  Holland,”  in  two 
fmall  volumes,  is  a  performance 
which  deferves  to  be  reicued  from 
the  oblivion  to  which  fuch  works 
of  the  imagination  are  commonly 
conligned,  and  to  be  daffed  among 
fentimental  travels  and  voyages. 
The  preient  work,  which  is  an  at' 
tempt  at  the  manner  of  Sterne,  is 
one  of  the  beff  imitations  that  me 
have  feen  of  that  humorous  writer. 
Together  v\  ith  numerous  and  am  ti¬ 
ling  eccentricities,  the  author  pre- 
fents  us  with  feveral  of  che  cha? 
raderiflic  features  of  the  Hoi lan- 
ders,  delineated  from  the  life  and 
the  reader  will  receive  more  enter* 
tain  meat  than  he  may  probably  ex- 
ped  from  the  obfeevations  on  that 
phlegmatic  people. 

In  giving  our  account  of  the 
Political  Pro Jud ions  of  the  year,  , 
we  mall  en devour  to  keep  within 
the  limits  which  we  have  be  feu 

obliged 
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obliged  to  prefcribe  to  ouiffeTvee 
under  this  head,  and  mention  little 
more  than  the  1  objects  did: tilled  in 
them. 

Among  the  publications  on  In¬ 
dian  Politics,  vve  meet  with  44  Me¬ 
moirs  relative  to  the  State  of  India, 
by  Warren  HalHngs,  efq/ late  Go¬ 
vernor  General  ofBbngaL”  prom 
the  pown  abilities  ot  the  author, 
and  his  long1'  admtnillrafion  of  the 
atfaijs  of  the  Eail,  thefe  Memoirs 
are  rendered  exceedl n  gT  V  i mere slm g 
to  the  public.  The  accounts  which 
he  delivers  of  the  acitual  Hate  of 
Bengal  at  the  time  of  his  depar¬ 
ture,  are  calculated  to  difpel  the 
gloomy  apprehenlions  which  had 
been  propagated  in  Europe,  re- 
fpeeling  the  embar railed  Hate  of  the 
company’s  affairs.  And  the  plan 
which  he  hath  pointed  out,  as  ne- 
eeffary  to  the  future  profperity  and 
ex i Hence  of  their  Indian  empire, 
hath  been  partly  adopted  by  par¬ 
liament,  in  their  new  arrangements, 
and  the  exterdive  powers  granted  to 
lord  Cornwallis'.  How  far  Mr, 
HaHings  difplays  the  merit  of  his 
own  government,  and  triumphs 
over  his  accufers,  muH  be  deter¬ 
mined  by  another  tribunal,  In  an 
ippendix,  is  given  44  A  Narrative 
of  the  Flight  of  Prince  Jeliander 
Shah,  eldeft  Son  of  the  Mogul 
Shah  All  urn,  from  his  Father’s 
Court  at  Dehly,”  written  by  the 
wince  in  the  Perfian  language,  at 
he  requeH  of  Mr.  Mailings,  and 
ran  Hated  by  captain  Scott.  The 
mncipal  circumflances  of  this 
light  were  mentioned  in  a  letter 
fom  Mr,  HaHings  to  the  court  of 
iireCtors,  which  we  noticed  in  our 
legifler  of  lull  year. 

The  u  Tranlaftions  in  India, 
t'om  the  commencement  ot  the 
Tench  War  in  1756,  to  the  Con- 
lufjon  of  the  late  Peace  in  1783,” 
omprize  the  political  events,  re- 
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volutions,  and  treaties  of  alliance, 
which  took  place  during  a  period 
'of  neAr  thirty  years.  The  manneF 
in  which  they  are  related,  convinces 
11s ,  that  the  author  is  pofTeHed 
of- no  mean  abilities ;  and  his  re- 
HeHi.ons  upon  them  are  drawn  up 
m  animated  ana  poignant  language. 
But  his  conclufions  would  have  had 
more  weight,  had  the  afiertions  011 
which  they  are  founded,  been  more 
ilfopgly  Ripported  by  authorities, 
Th  e  evident  delign  of  this  publica¬ 
tion  i_s  to  eliminate  the  adminiftra- 
tion  of  Mr.  HaHings. 

With  the  fame  view  was  pnb- 
lifned  44  A  Letter  from  Warren 
HaHings,  Efq.  with  Remarks,  and 
authentic  Documents  to  fupport 
the  Remarks,”  which  drew  forth 
44  An  Anfwer  to  the  Anonymous 

<  #  j 

Remarks,  &c.”  both  which  pamph¬ 
lets  are  written  in  the  ufua!  fpirit 
of  political  deputation. 

But  the  principal  publications 
relative  to  the  conduct  of  that  gen¬ 
tleman,  are  thole  which ’exhibit  ths 
ct  Articles  of  Charge  of  high 
Crimes  and  Mifdcmeanors.  hgainll 
Warren  Haftings,  Efq,  late  Go¬ 
vernor-general  of  Bengal  ;  prefent- 
ed  to  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  on 
the  4th  Day  of  April,  1786,  by  the 
Right  Hon.  Edmund  Burke;”  in 
four  parts.  In  anfwer  to  .thefe  ap¬ 
peared  44  The  Minutes  of  wbat  was 
offered  by  Warren?  HaHings,  Efq. 
at  the  Bar  of  the  Houfe  of  Com¬ 
mons,  upon  the  Matter  of  the  ieve- 
ral  Charges  of  high  Crimes  and 
Mifdemeanors,  prefented  againff 
him  in  the  year  1786.”  And, 
likewife,  44  Letters  of  Albahicus  to 
the  People  of  England,  oil  the 
Partiality  andlnj  ufl  ice  of  th  eCh  arges 
brought  again H  Warren  HaHings., 
Efq.”  As  the  merits  of  thefe  fe- 
veral  publications  depend  on  the 
evidence  of  the  facts  to  which  thev 
refpe&ively  appeal,  it  would  be  ex- 

ceedmgly 
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ceedingly  unfair  in  us  to  give  any 
opinion  refpefting  them,  while  the 
validity  of  that  evidence  remains, 
as  yet,  undetermined  by  our  higb- 
cB  court  of  judicature. 

Mr,  Brough,  in  his  44  ConBder- 
ations  on  the  Neceflity  of  lowering 
the  exorbitant  Freight  of  Ships  em¬ 
ployed  in  the  Service  of  the  Eaft- 
"india-Company,”  propofes  a  plan, 
by  which  an  annual  hiving  may  be 
made  in  this  article  of  their  ex- 
pences,  to  the  amount  of  one  hun¬ 
dred  and  fifty  thoufand  pounds, 
And  that  he  may  not  be  deemed  a 
viiionary  projector,  he  offers,  if  the 
old  fhip-owners  refufe  to  lower  their 
prefent  freights,  to  furnifii  the  com¬ 
pany  with  as  many  Blips  as  their 
ifervice  can  require,  and  to  give 
the  moB  ample  iecurity  for  the  per¬ 
formance  of  his  engagements.  His 
'plan  is  to  employ  Blips  of  500  or 
600  tons,  which,  he  contends,  are 
better  adapted  to  the  Indian  com¬ 
merce,  than  the  Blips  of  800  or 
2000  tuns,  which  are  now  ufed.j 
or,  if  the  company  Biould  perfift 
in  preferring  the  larger  veiTels,  to 
fit  them  out  in  a  manner  that  muB 
steceifarily  fecure  the  propofed  lav¬ 
ing,  in  the  Brit  inftance,  and  gra¬ 
dually  increafe  it  to  the  amount  of 
two  hundred  and  fixty  thoufand 
pounds.  Whether  the  whole  of  his 
plan  be  deemed  politically  right,  or 
otherwife,  Mr.  Brough  is  undoubt¬ 
edly  entitled  to  the  thanks  of  the 
proprietors,  on  account  of  his  bold 
attempt  to  deftroy  a  fuppofed  inju¬ 
rious  monopoly,  and  the  reduction 
0/  freight  which  hath  already  taken 
place,  in  confequence  of  his  pro- 
pofal. 

The  author  of  u  Conftderations 
on  the  Freight  and  Shipping  of  the 
Eaft  India  Company, ”  takes  up  the 
caufe  of  the  old  Blip-owners,  a- 
gainft  the  principle  of  Mr.  Brough’s 
propofal.  He  infills  on  the  irapof- 


fibility  of  any  faving  being  made 
in  the  article  of  freight,  excepting 
on  the  ground  of  a  total  change  of 
fyftem a  change,  at  beB  infinitely 
hazardous,  and  which  may  prove 
ruinous  to  the  Brength  and  prqfpe* 
rity  of  the  company.  In  fuppbrt 
of  his  reafoning,  he  refers  his  read¬ 
ers  to  the  Blue  of  experiments, 
which  have  been  tried  by  fome  of 
the  Blip -owners,  and  by  the  Com¬ 
pany  themfelves. 

u  A  Serious  Addrefs  to  the  Pro¬ 
prietors  of  India  Stock,  and  to  all 
concerned  in  the  Commercial  Prp- 
fperity  of  Great  Britain,  is 

likewife  written  with  a  view  to  pre¬ 
vent  Mr.  Brough’s  plan  from  be¬ 
ing  carried  into  execution.  This 
author  ridicules  any  idea  of  ceco- 
noniy  in  the  article  of  fliipping  em¬ 
ployed  by  the  company  ;  and  de¬ 
nies  that  the  propolition  of  Mr. 
Brough  can  poffibly  produce  the 
advantages  which  he  promifes  1 
while  he  contends,  that  if  any  im¬ 
portant  faving 'can  be  e defied,  it 
muB  arile  from  Buiidinp  veifels  of 

O  # 

a  larger  hze  than  thofe  which  are 
at  prefent  employed  ;  which  venkls 
may  be  io  c  011ft  ruffed,  as  tQ  anfwer 
the  purpofes  of  Blips  of  war  of 
fixty  guns. 

u  An  Olio,  as  prepared  on  board 
an  Eaft  Indianian,'  has  the 

fame  object  in  view  with  the  two. 
laft  mentioned  publications,  and, is 
not  defective  in  Birewdnefs  of  argu¬ 
ment,  n  0 t  w  Mi  ft  a  11  d  i  n  g  the  whim- 
Bcal  Byle  of  the  title  page. 

Mr.  Baring,  one  of  the  direc- 
tors  of  the  EaB  India  company, 
publiftied,  in  the  beginning  of  the 
year,  a  pamphlet  called  44  The 
Principle  of  the  Commutation  Aft 
eftabiiBied  by  Fafts,”  in  which  he' 
lays  before  the  public  the  progref# 
of  that  plan,  during  the  iirft  year 
of  it’s  operation.  From  this  ac¬ 
count  it  appear?*  that  the  public 

gained* 
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gained,  by  lowering*  flie  duties, 
above  two  millions ;  the  company 
above  three  hundred  thduland 
pounds ;  and  that  a  fum  little  ihort 
of  two  millions  has  been  turned  in¬ 
to  the  channel  of  the  fair  trader, 
which,  otbervvife,  through  the  me¬ 
dium  of  the  fmugglers,  would  have 
been  paid  into  the  hands  of  foreign¬ 
ers*  After  mentioning  thefe  and 
other  advantages  which  have  rol- 

o 

lowed  the  palling  of  that  aft,  he 
concludes,  that  they  u  are  of  fuch 
magnitude  and  importance,  as  to 
lilt  is  fy  every  impartial  perfon,  of 
the  beneficial  confequeiiees  which 
mu  ft  refult  from,  a  general  applica¬ 
tion  of  the  fame  liberal  principle  to 
the  duties  Rill  fubiifiing  upon  va¬ 
rious  branches  of  the  manufactures 
and  commerce  of  Great  Britain. 19 
Thofe  who  confider  the  fituation  in 
which  Mr.  Baring  is  placed,  and 
bis  profeffional  habits  of  calcula¬ 
tion,  will  not  difpute  his  qualifica¬ 
tions  to  write  on  the  fubject  before 
us. 

The  u  Obfervations  on  the  Com¬ 
mutation  Project,  bv  Thomas  Bates 
Rous,  Efq.?!  are  intended  to  (hew 
that  the  fcheme  was  unneceffiry  ; 
that  the  reduflion  of  the  duties  on 
tea  would  have  been  fufficient  to 
have  ruined  the  pradfice  of  fniug- 
gling,  while  the  revenue  would 
have  been  increafed  rather  than  in¬ 
jured  ;  that  the  transfer  of  thofe 
duties  to  windows,  is  partial  and 
oppreffive ;  and  that  the  project 
muff  be  followed  by  the  moft  per¬ 
nicious  conlequences  to  this  coun¬ 
try,  Mr,  Rous  is  a  fenfible  and 
ingenious  fpeculator ;  and  his  pam¬ 
phlet  will  be  read  with  pleafure  by 
thofe  who  may  differ  from  him  with 
refped  to  all  his  leading-  principles. 
*■  <<  The  Commutation  Adi  candid¬ 
ly  confidered  in  it’s  Principles  and 
Operations,  See.”  by  a  Northum¬ 
berland  gentleman,  was  written 
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with  the  view  of  confuting  the  po- 
litions  and  reafonings  of  Mr.  Ba¬ 
ring.  The  grounds  on  which  he 
oppofes  him  are  nearly  fimilar  with 
thofe  occupied  by  Mr.  Rous ;  but 
his  obfervations  are  frequently  more 
fevere  and  declamatory,  than  liberal 
and  conclusive.  HE  arguments  are. 

farcafm  and  irony, 

* 

The  Policy  of  fide  Tax  upon 
Retailors  confidered  ;  or,  a  Plea  in 
favour  of  the  Maruifadiurers,”  i& 
the  produdfion  of  a  fenfible  and/ 
well-informed  writer,  who  in  lifts  on 
the  unpopular  opinion,  that  the 
public,  inltead  of  being  injured,  or. 
opprelfied,  derives  very  confider* 
able  advantages  from  the  Shop 
He  hath  collected  the  authorities  of 
feveral  political  and  commercial 
writers  in  fupport  of  the  propor¬ 
tion,  that  in  a  populous  and  manfi-r 
factoring  country,  retailers  are  an 
unproductive  and  detrimental  dais 
of  men  ;  and  that  regulations  cal¬ 
culated  to  reduce  their  number, 
m'ufl  tend  to  promote  the  national 
wealth  arid  profperity.  There  are 
few  of  his  readers  who  will  not 
agree  with  the  author,  that  the 
number  of  fhopkeepers  through¬ 
out  t lie  kingdom  is  too  great ;  but 
many  of  them  will  difpute  with 
him  on  his  idea  of  the  operation 
of  the  tax,  which  they  will  con¬ 
fider  as  too  fpeculative  and  hypo¬ 
thetical.  Thofe  who  agree  in  opi¬ 
nion  with  this  writer,  will  be  highly 
pleafed  in  being  able  to  call  to  their 
aid  fuch  a  powerful  and  ingenious 
advocate  ;  while  thofe  who  differ 
from  him  muff  own,  that  his  argu¬ 
ments  are  deferving  of  refpcdtful 
and  deliberate  attention. 

Farmer  Steady’s  u  General  Ob¬ 
fervations  and  Refledlions  on  tbs 
Shop  'fax,  &c.”  contain  plain,  but 
fenfible  reafons  to  prove  that  it  is 
partial  and  opprejjive,  But  the. 
propofition  which  he  makes,  to 

convert 
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convert  that  tax  into  a  general 
houfe-tax,  will  not  make  him  a  po¬ 
pular  author  among-  the  farmers. 
It  will  lead  them  to  fufpeCt,  not- 
xvith Handing  the  name  he  affumes, 
that  his  perfonal  intereds  are  more 
nearly  connected  with  the  counter 
than  the  plough. 

The  author  of  Confiderations 
on  the  Attorney  Tax,  &c.”  after 
making'  ule  of  a  variety  of  juft  and 
forcible  arguments  to  mew  the  par¬ 
tiality  and  abfurdity  of  that  tax, 
propofes,  in  the  room  of  it,  one 
'  more  juft  in  its  principle,  much 
more  productive,  and  which  may 
be  colleCted  without  any  additional 
expence.  The  plan  which  he 
offers  is  well  worthy  of  the  atten¬ 
tion  of  the  legi flat ure  ;  and  to  the 
change  no  liberal  man  of  the  pro- 
fcllion  will  object,  as  it  can  only 
affeCt  him  in  proportion  to  the  ex¬ 
tent  of  his  bull  riel's. 

Of  the  few  publications  relating 
to  Irifh  politics,  which  have  been  * 
publiflied  during  the  prefent  year, 
the  molt  intercfting  that  we  have 
met  with  is  L-  An  Add  refs  to  the 
Nobility  and  Gentry  of  the  Church 
of  Ireland,  as  by  Law  eftablifhed  ; 
explaining  the  ffaufes  of  the  Com¬ 
motions  and  Infiltrations  in  the 
Southern  Parts  of  this  Kingdom, 
refpeCting  Tythes,  &c.”  This 
writer  confiders  popery  to  be  the 
root  whence  thole  infurreCtions 
iprung,  and  not  any  oppreffion  or 
cxaCtion  on  the  tide  of  the  eftablifli- 
ed  clergy,  or  their  proCtors ;  and 
founds  the  alarm  to  the  friends  of 
the  eftablifhment  ;  the  delb  uCfion 
of  which,  he  fays,  is  the  object  of 
thofe  confederacies.  He,  therefore, 
warns  them  again  ft  condefcending 
to  61  the  moll  trifling  compliances 
with  the  infolent  factious  demands 
and  pretentions  of  a  popifli  banditti, 
lpirited  up  by  agitating  friars  and 


Romifh  miftionaries,  Pent  for  the 
purpole  of  lowing  fedition,  as  it 
Would  be  as  inconfiftent  with  juf- 
tice  as  with  found  policy,  and  the 
fafety  of  the  tlateC’  Whether  the 
rcprelentations  of  the  author  be 
juft,  refpeCting  the  caufes  of  the 
diilurbances  in  Ireland,  and  the 
views  of  their  fuppofed  projectors 
and  abettors,  we  will  not  take  upon 
ourfelves  to  determine.  But  we 
have  heard  another  tale  ;  and  fha.lt 
probably  have  an  opportunity,  in  a 
future  volume,  to  refer  our  readers 
to  fuch  authentic  documents  and 
authorities,  as  will  enable  them  to 
obtain  fatisfa&ory  information  on 
the  fubject. 

The  pamphlet  called  u  The  pre- 
font  Politics  of  Ireland,  &c.”  eon- 
lifts  of  three  parts.  The  firft  is 
the  very  able  letter  of  Mr.  Hutch- 
infon  to  his  conftituents  at  Corke, 
in  which  he  juftifies  his  conduct  in 
voting  for  the  bill  relating  to  the 
commercial  treaty  between  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland,  by  explaining 
the  great  and  certain  advantages 
which  his  country  would  receive 
from  it.  The  fecond  part  is  com- 
poled  of  the  parliamentary  debates 
in  the  I rifh  houfe  of  commons  on 
the  fubjebi  of  that  treaty,  which 
have  already  been  in  the  hands  of 
our  readers.  In  the  third  part  we 
have  Mr.  Laifan’s  political  arith¬ 
metic  of  the  population,  commerce, 
and  manufactures  of  Ireland,  with 
obier various  on  the  relative  fitua- 
tion  of  Great  Britain  and  that 
country  ;  in  which  the  author  ftre- 
nuoufly  contefts  the  principles  of 
Mr.  Grde’s  bill,  as  totally  incon* 
fiftent  with  thofe  fair  terms  of  reci¬ 
procity  of  benefits,  on  which  a 
treaty  between  the  two  kingdoms 
ought  to  be  eftabliflied.  The  edi¬ 
tor  of  this  collection,  from  his 
notes  on  Mr.  LaffhiPs  trabi,  ap¬ 
pears 
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pears  to  favour  the  fide  of  the 
queFion  which  hath  been  taken  by 
Mr.  Hutch  infan. 

u  A  Candid  Review  of  the  moil 
important  Occurrences  that  took 
place  in  Ireland  during  the  laF 
three  years,  &c,”  is  a  well  written 
publication,  which  defcribes  the 
proceedings  of  theconvention  aflem- 
bled  in  Dublin,  in  ij 83  and  1784; 
the  rife  and  progrefs  of  Mr.  Orde’s 
bill  ;  the  duke  of  Portland’s  rea- 
Tons  for  oppoiing  the  twenty  propo¬ 
sitions  lent  from  the  commons  to  the 
lords  of  England  ;  the  proceedings 
of  the  Irifli  legiflature  on  thofe  pro- 
pofitions  ;  Mr.  Fox’s  miniflerial 
character ;  the  probable  confequen- 
ces  of  any  proportion  in  the  Britiili 
parliament,  tending  to  an  union 
with  the  filter  nation  ;  and  the  pre- 
fent  Fate  of  the  prefs  in  Ireland. 
But  though  the  author  is  a  fenfible 
writer,  we  do  not  engage  ourfelves 
to  fubferibe  to  the  found nefs  of  his 
political  creed.  And  the  members 

<a 

of  the  I rifli  convention,  and  thofe 
of  the  houfe  of  commons  who  op- 
pofed  the  commercial  bill,  will  be 
difpofed  to  refufe  their  teFimony  to 
the  liberality  and  candour  of  this 
narrative. 

Robinfon’s  Treatife  on  “  The 
dangerous  Situation  of  England  ; 
or,  an  Add  refs  to  the  landed, 
trading,  and  funded  Interefls  on  the 
prefent  State  of  Public  Affairs,”  if 
it  does  not  raife  our  opinion  of  the 
author  as  a  profound  pol  tician,  yet 
it  engages  us  to  give  him  credit  for 
liberality  and  goounefs  of  intention. 
To  remedy  or  prevent  the  evils 
which  we  feel  or  apprehend,  he 
propofes  an  equal  reprefentation  of 
the  commons  in  parliament,  and 
that  the  kingdom  of  England  and 
all  its  dependencies  Fiould  have 
their  ports  open  and  free,  without 
cuftom  -houle  duties,  drawbacks, 
or  bounties,  which  he  thinks  would 
fender  this  country  the  common 
1786, 
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warehoufe  of  the  world.  The  re¬ 
venues  he  would  have  railed  by  in¬ 
ternal  taxes  and  duties,  and  all  mo¬ 
nopolies  and  public  companies  to¬ 
tally  abolifhed. 

“  The  Letters  of  an  Ensrlifli- 

o 

man  ;  in  which  the  Principles  and 
Conduct  of  the  Rockingham  Party, 
when  in  Adminiftration  and  Oppo- 
fition,  are  impartially  difplayed,” 
are  the  productions  of  a  feniible  and 
intelligent  writer,  and  contain  keen 
and  fevere  Fridtures  on  the  public 
conduit  of  the  moF  diFinguifhed 
leaders  of  that  party,  which  are 
well  calculated  to  excite  pleafure  or 
indignation  in  his  readers,  accord¬ 
ing  to  their  political  predilec¬ 
tions.  , 

Lufon’s  “Inferior Politics,” com¬ 
prize  federal  objedls,  which  are 
arranged  rather  irregularly,  but 
which  have  given  him  an  opportu¬ 
nity  of  difplaying  marks  of  good 
fenfe,  liberality,  and  benevolence. 
He  principally  employs  himfelf  in 
expoFng  the  lburc.es  of  the  wretch- 
ednefs  and  profligacy  that  prevail 
among  the  lower  orders  of  people 
in  this  metropolis  ;  and  fuggeFing 
fuch  remedies  for  thefe  evils,  as  are 
worthy  of  public  conflderation.  Fie 
alio  delivers  fome  jult  remarks  on 
the  inconveniences,  the  abfurdity, 
and  the  undiFinguiflitng  feverity  of 
our  penal  laws,  and  urges  the  ne* 
ceffity  of  attending  more  to  the  pre¬ 
vention  than  the  punifliment  of 
crimes.  An  Appendix  to  this  little 
work,  contains  a  plan  for  the 
redemption  of  the  national  debt, 
which  is  very  Ample,  and  intelli¬ 
gible,  but  we  have  our  doubts  re- 
fpedting  its  practicability. 

The  “  Short  Atldrefs  to  the  Pub¬ 
lic,  on  the  Pay  of  the  Britifli  Ar¬ 
my,  by  an  Officer,”  is  an  able  and 
pathetic  appeal  to  the  juFice,  hu¬ 
manity,  and  intereFs  of  the  nation,, 
refpedung  the  various  hardfliips 
under  which  the  military  labour* 
$  '  M 
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At  the  revolution,  when  the  pre- 
fent  pay  of  a  foldier  was  fixed,  it 
was  equal  to  his  neceffities,  and 
would  furnifhbim  with  fome  of  the 
conveniencies  of  life  :  but  at  pre¬ 
fen  t,  in  confequence  of  the  great 
decreafe  of  the  value  of  money,  it 
will  not  furnifti  him  with  one  com¬ 
fortable  meal.  And  a  fubaltern  of¬ 
ficer’s  pay  is  equally  inadequate 
to  his  necellary  ex pences,  exclufive 
of  the  appearances  which  he  is 
obliged  to  keep  up.  From  the'e  con¬ 
federations,  he  reafous  judicioufly 
and  forcibly,  on  the  equity  and  po¬ 
licy  of  granting  them  fome  relief, 
equal  to  the  compenfatioh  which 
the  other  fervants  of  the  flate  have 
received,  either  by  an  increafe  of 
the  falaries  or  the  perquifites  of 
their  lituations.  The  method  which 
he  propofes  is,  to  caiife  a  pound 
and  a  half  of  bread  to  be  delivered 
gratis  to  every  common  foldier 
daily,  and  a  trifling  addition  of  pay 
to  be  made  to  the  officers,  which 
would  not  greatly  increafe  the  ar¬ 
my  expences. 

The  author  of  “  An  Add  refs  to 
the  Right  Honourable  the  Fir  ft 
Lord  Conlmiilioner  of  the  Admi¬ 
ralty,  &c.”  warmly  oppofes  the 
coppering  of  fliips  which  are  in¬ 
tended  to  lie  in  ordinary,  as  what 
tends  to  render  them  univerfally 
leaky,  and  mere  coffins  in  which  to 
bury  the  feamen  who  are  fent  out 
in  them.  He  recommends  alfo,  the 
building  of  74  gun  fkips,  inflead 
of  thofe  carrying  only  64,  and 
different  methods  for  fpeeffily  man¬ 
ning  120  fail  of  the  line.  If  the 
author  wiflied  that  his  advice  fhould 
meet  with  attention,  he  hath  taken 
a  very  extraordinary  method'  to  in- 
fure  the  approbation  of  the  noble 
lord,  in  telling  him  that  he  is 
gloomy,  inaCtive,  and  obftinate  ; 
lmdeferving  of  the  honours  by 
which  he  hath  been  graced,  and 


unfit  to  fill  the  place  which  he  oc¬ 
cupies. 

Un  er  the  head  of  Critical,  Claf- 
fical,  and  polite  Literature,  we  Teel 
ourfelves  happy  in  congratulating 
the  public  on  the  abilities,  and  per- 
fevering  induftry  of  Dr.  Woide, 
one  of  the  librarians  to  the  Britifll 
Mufeum,  who  hath  publifhed  a  fac 
fimile  copy  of  the  Alexandrian 
M  S.  of  the  New  Tefcament.  In 
a  learned  Introduction,  the  Editor, 
after  mentioning  the  motives  which 
induced  him  tO  engage  in  fuch-a 
laborious  work,  gives,  in  different 
feCtions,  a  hiftory  of  this  MS. ; 
an  account  of  its  prefent  ftate  and 
appearance  ;  the  arguments  for  its 
antiquity,  in  which  the  objections 
of  Wetftein  are  particularly  con* 
■fide red,  and  fatis facto rily  anfwered  ; 
its  merits  ;  a  collation  of  a  part  of 
it  with  the  belt  Italian  copies  ;  and 
an  account  of  the  circumftances 
attending  the  progrefs  of  this  edi¬ 
tion.  Of  this  very  valuable  wo! k 
we  can  ouly  fay,  that  it  pcftcfiLS 
every  internal  mark  of  fidelity  ; 
that  the  tranfcript  made  by  Dr. 
Woide’s  own  hand,  was  twice  care¬ 
fully  collated  with  the  original  ; 
that  he  hath  preferved  the  exact 
proportions  of  the  letters  in  the 
M  S. ;  that  he  fuperintended  the 
founding  of  the  types  |  and  that  it 
hath  undergone,  not  only  his  own 
critical  and  minute  infpeCtion,  but 
that  of  Dr.  Butler,  the  prefent  bi- 
fliop  of  Oxford,  and  Mr.  Harper 
of  the  Mufeum.  And  with  refpeCt 
to  the  introductory  feCtions  vve  mu  it 
acknowledge  that  they  exhibit  as 
fir  iking  proofs  of  Dr.  Woide’s  eru¬ 
dition  and  judgment,  as  the  com¬ 
pletion  of  fuch  a  difficult  under¬ 
taking  does  of  his  unwearied  dili¬ 
gence.  Such  a  work  as  the  prefent, 
will  be  peculiarly  acceptable  to 
Chriftians.  of  every  age  and  nation, 
as  it  preferves  a  faithful  image  of 

tire 
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t Tic  ifVoft  authentic  original  of  their 
facred  books  ;  and  it  is  no  fniali 
honour  to  our  own  country,  thit 
it  has  met  with  encouragement  and 
fupport  from  fuch  a  numerous  lift 
of  fubferibers. 

The  public  is  alfo  much  indebted 
to  Dr„  Morell,  for  his  accurate  and 
perfpicuous  Tranflation  of  46  The 
Epiftles  of  Lucius  Annaeus  Seneca, 
Bcc  The  excellence  of  thefe 
Epiftles,  in  a  moral  view,  hath  al¬ 
ways  been  j uftly  acknowledged. 
And,  notwithftanding  that  the  lyf- 
tems  of  the  moderns  teach  the  fub- 
jedt  of  ethics  more  clearly  and  in¬ 
telligibly,  (HI!  the  perufal  of  thefe 
ancient  leftbns  ©f  wifdpro,  will  al¬ 
ways  be  pleafing  and  ufeful,  on 
account  of  the  elegant  and  pointed 
manner  in  which  they  are  delivered. 
And  by  no  perlon  could  the  tranf¬ 
lation  of  them  have  been  under¬ 
taken  with  greater  profperity  than 
by  Dr.  Morell,  who  was  a  veteran 
in  claffical  learning,  and  by  the 
bent  of  his  ft udies,  well  qualified 
for  the  difficulties  of  fuch  a  talk, 
and  to  prefer  ,e  rh®  peculiar  man¬ 
ner  of  his  original.  The  notes 
which  accompany  this  tranflation 
are  chiefly  intended  to  render  .it 
more  intelligible  to  the  Englifh  rea¬ 
dier.  To  this  work  is  prefixed  the 
life  of  Seneca,  taken  principally 
from  Liplius,  and  ext  raffs  relat¬ 
ing  to  the  character  and  writings  of 
Seneca,  from  Tacitus,  the  Preface 
of  fig  Roger  L’Eftrange  to  the 
Tranflation  ot  Seneca’s  Morals, 
and  from  a  Letter  of  Lord  Boling  - 
broke  to  Dr.  Swiff. 

Polwhelc’s  Tranflation  into 
Englifh  Verfe*  of  the  Idyliia,  Epi¬ 
grams,  and  Fragments,  ot  Theo¬ 
critus,  Bion>  and  Mofchus,  with 
the  Elegies  of  Tyrtaeus,”  is  recom¬ 
mended  to  us  by  the  general  cafe 
and  harmony  of  the  verfifkation, 
the  fidelity  and  fpirit  with  which 
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fome  of  the  beft  pieces  of  his  ori¬ 
ginals  are  rendered,  and  the  critical 
and  learned  obfervations  which  oc- 
cur  in  the  notes.  Sometimes,  in¬ 
deed,  his  language  is  more  refined 
than  is  confident  with  the  fimplicL 
ty  of  paftoral  poetry,  or  is  war¬ 
ranted  bv  his  original.  Conlider- 
mg,  however,  the  great  difficulty 
that  muff  attend  the  tranflation  of 
Theocritus,  whofe  ftyle  is  a  mix¬ 
ture  of  elegance  and  clowndhnefs* 
Mr.  Polwhele  is  entitled  to  a  con- 
fiderable  ft]  a  re  of  commendation. 

44  The  Rape  of  Helen,  from  the 
Greek,  of  Coluthus,  with  Mifcella- 
neons  Notes,”  is  a  tranflation  of  a 
work  which,  though  not  deftitut® 
of  imagery  and  of  ftriking  espref- 
iive  epithets,  difplays  no  great  de¬ 
gree  of  merit.  It  was  written  dur¬ 
ing  the  lixth  century,  which  was 
no  favourable  sera  for  poetic  ge¬ 
nius.  With  refpedt  to  the  tranila- 
tion  before  us,  we  cannot  fpeak  ill 
the  higheft  terms  either  of  its  accu- 
racy  or  harmony.  The  Notes, 
however,  which  accompany  it,  are 
proofs  of  the  author’s  labour  and 
ingenuity,  and  will  be  found  ufe¬ 
ful  in  illuftrating  the  original, 
which  is  evidently  mutilated  and 
corrupt. 

44  DeledfQs  Sententiarum  &  Hif- 
toriarum,  in  Ufum  Tironum  ac- 
commodatus,”  deferves  to  be  re¬ 
commended,  on  account  of  the  care 
with  which  the  author  hath  fele di¬ 
ed  lifts  mated  ds,  from  the  pureffc 
claffical  writers,  and  from  fuch  a® 
are  of  a  good  moral  tendency. 

Horne  Tooke’s  “Diverlions  of 
Purley,”  form  a  very  ingenious 
asrd  valuable  publication,  which 
opens  a  new  held  to  grammarians 
and  lexicographers,  and  will  prove 
of  eifential  fervice  to  the  interefts 
of  Englifli  literature.  The  leading* 
pofition  of  his  work,  which  he 
clearly  and  fatisfadtorily  eftaWifh.es 
^  2  ts , 
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is,  that  particles  or  indeclinable 
words  (as  they  have  been  called) 
fuch  as  conjunct  19 ms,  prepofttions, 
and  adverbs,  are  the  iigns  of 'other 
words  :  that  they  are  merely  ab¬ 
breviations  contrived  for  difpatch 
of  language  ;  and  that  the  fource 
of  all  the  errors  into  which  gram¬ 
marians  have  been  led,  ariieth  from 
confidering  them  as  the  Iigns  of 
ideas,  or  the  iigns  of  things.  This 
work  confifts  of  ten  chapters  ;  the 
fir  ft  of  which  is  employed  on  the 
divifion  or  diftribution  of  language, 
in  Which  the  author  juiily  expoles 
the  mifiakes  into  which  gramma- 
nans  and  philofophers  have  fallen, 
in  endeavouring  to  enumerate  the 
diftindt  parts  of  fpee'i  h.  The  fe- 
cond  contains  fome  ingenious  ob- 
fervations  on  Mr.  Locke’s  Effay . 
The  third  chapter  treats  of  the 
parts  of  fpeech,  of  which  Mr. 
Tooke  confiders  two  forts  only  to 
be  neeeffary  for  the  communication 
of  our  thoughts ;  nouns  and  verbs. 
The  fourth  and  fifth  chapters  he 
devotes  to  the  noun,  the  article, 
and  interjedfion.  The  four  follow¬ 
ing  chapters,  the  fubflance  of  which 
appeared  in  a  letter  from  the  author 
to  Mr.  Dunning,  in  the  year  1778, 
treat  of  the  word  that  ;  of  con- 
jundlions  ;  of  the  etymology  of  the 
Englifh  conjundtions  ;  and  of  pre- 
politions  The  work  concludes  with 
a  chapter  on  adverbs,  which  lie 
calls  the  common  fink  and  repoii- 
tory  of  all  heterogeneous  unknown 
corruptions.  Through  thefe  chap¬ 
ters  we  have  followed  our  fenfible 
author  with  much  pleafure  and 
improvement  ;  and  have  been  wit- 
neftes  of  the  decilive  vidtories  which 
he  hath  gained  over  grammarians 
and  etymoiogiils,  to  whom  we  had 
been  accufiomed  to  yield  almoft 
implicit  fubmiffion.  We  could  have 
wifhed,  however,  that  he  had  been 
Bot  cjuite  fo  fevere,  upon  their  mif- 
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takes  and  errors.  As  Mr.  H.  Tooke 
calls  the  prefent  treatife  only  Part  I. 
we  are  in  anxious  expedtation  of 
bring  favoured  with  his  farther  re- 
fcarehes  into  this  curious  and  intri¬ 
cate  fubjedt. 

Dr.  Towers’s  “  Effay  on  the 
Life,  Charadter,  and  Writings  of 
Dr.  Samuel  Johnfon,,!>  is  princi¬ 
pally  devoted  to  a  review  of  his 
literary  character,  and  a  criticifm 
on  his  writings  ;  on  which  account 
we  have  ailigned  it  a  place  in  this 
department  of  our  regifter.  And 
in  this  view,  it  will  be  allowed  to 
contain  many  judicious,  candid, 
and  liberal  remarks,  on  the  genius, 
principles,  and  works  of  that  ex¬ 
traordinary  man.  His  prejudices 
and  imperfections  are  treated  with 
fufficient  tendernefs  ;  and  the  ado- 
nifhing  vigour  of  his  mind,  and 
the  excellences  of  his  different  pro- 
dudfions,  are  difplayed  and  com¬ 
mended,  with  a  preciiion  and  warmth 
which  do  great  credit  to  the  abili¬ 
ties  and  impartiality  of  our  ef¬ 
fay  ill. 

The  44  Effay  on  the  Pre-emi¬ 
nence  of  the  Gomic  Genius,  &c.s> 
deferves  to  be  refeued  from  the  ob¬ 
livion  to  which  critiques  on  drama¬ 
tic  performances  are  commonly  con- 
figned,  on  account  of  the  many 
fenfible  obfervations,  and  the  marks 
of  an  elegant  and  juft  taile,  by 
which  it  is  diftinguifhed  :  but  with 
the  competition  in  which  the  author 
places  two  of  our  adtreffes,  who 
are  defervedly  favourites  with  the 
public,  we  have  nothing  to  do, 

Johnfon  and  Steevens’s  Edition 
of  44  The  Plays  of  William  Shak- 
fpear,”  hath  undergone  a  third  iin- 
preffion,  revifed  and  augmented  by 
Mr  Reed  of  Staples  Inn.  Of  all 
the  numerous  commentaries  on  our 
immortal  poet,  which  have  been 
increafed  to  a  formidable  number, 
but  which  have,  done  credit  to  the 

iuduf- 
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induffry  and  penetration  of  their 
authors,  we  cannot  but  con  fide  r 
this  as  the  bed.  Befides  judicious 
omiffions,  our  prefent  editor  hath 
improved  the  work  by  valuable 
communications  from  fir  William 
Blackffone,  fir  Jofftua  Reynolds, 
Meffrs.  Henley,  Henderfon,  Monck 
Mafon,Steevens,Tyrwhi)t,  and  Ma¬ 
lone  ;  and  by  valuable  obfervations 
and  notes  of  his  own,  which  are 
founded  on  a  diligent  perufil  of  the 
old  write  s,  and  a  careful  attention 
to  the  cuffoms,  manners,  and  lan¬ 
guage  of  the  times  in  which 
Shakfpear  lived.  To  the  enthu- 
fiafiical  admirers  of  our  favourite 
bard,— and  who  is  not  an  enthu- 
fiaffical  admirer  of  him  r  —  thefe 
communications  will  prove  an  in¬ 
valuable  prefent.  But  we  are  lorry 
to  obferve,  that  the  mechanical  ex¬ 
ecution  of  this  valuable  work  hath 
been  fo  negligently  performed* 
With  refpedt  to  the  paper,  the  type, 
and  the  typographical  errors,  a 
very  blameabie  indifference  hath 
been  fnewn.  Of  thefe  imperfec¬ 
tions  we  hope,  that  we  (hall  have 
no  reafon  to  complain  in  that  grand 
Edition  which  is  announced  to  be 
printed  from  this  copy,  and  to  be 
adorned  with  the  choicefi  produc¬ 
tions  of  our  moft  eminent  artijffs. 

Mr,  Wheatley’s  “  Remarks  on 
fnrne  oi  the  Characters  of  Shak¬ 
fpear,”  though  imperfeCl  and  unfi- 
nifiied,  contain  fufficient  evidences 
of  the  author’s  ingenuity  and  taffe, 
and  leave  us  to  regret  that  his  de- 
fjgn  was  not  completed.  It  was 
propoled  by  him,  to  trace  the  diffe¬ 
rent  appearances  of  the  fame  palfion, 
in  the  characters  of  Richard  the 
Third  and  Macbeth,  according  to 
the  different  circumffances  in  which 
they  were  placed,  and  the  different 
difpofitions  from  which  it  received 
its  direction.  And  as  far  as  our 
author  hath  gone,  he  hath  difeover- 
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ed  confiderabie  critical  penetration, 
and  an  intimate  acquaintance  with 
the  human  heart. 

The  author  of  u  Macbeth  re* 
confidered,”  differs  in  opinion  from 
Mr.  Wheatley,  in  his  remarks  on 
that  u  great  bad  man.”  He  had 
attributed  to  him  refolutioo,  but 
not  intrepidity.  To  this  character 
the  prefent  writer  thinks  that  he 
hath  ffrong  claims,  as  he  is  drawn 
in  the  reprefentationsof  Shakipeare  ; 
and  he  fuppo.its  his  opinion  with 
confiderabie  ability. 

During  the  prefent  year  th^re 
hath  been  publilhed  a  new  edition 
of  ‘ 4  the  Taller,  with  !  Huff  rations, 
and  Notes,  Hi  (tori  cal,  Biographi¬ 
cal,  and  Critical.”  For  the  valuable 
improvements  attending  this  edi¬ 
tion,  the  public  is  indebted  to  the 
care  and  attention  of  Dr.  Percy, 
bifhop  of  Dromore.  Thefe  coniiff, 
principalb. ,  of  anecdotes  relpedting 
the  triumvirate  of  wits,  Steel, 
Swift,  and  Addifon,  and  the  other 
lefs  confiderabie  perlbns  who  were 
writers  in  the  Tatler,  or  whofe 
characters  were  reprefented  in  it 
under  fictitious  names.  Bur  befides 
the  enrertainment  which  thefe  will 
afford  us,  the  prefent  publication 
will  be  found  exceedingly  ufeful, 
on  account  of  the  literary  informa¬ 
tion  which  abounds  in  the  notes. 
We  are  furprifed,  however,  that 
a  work  which  pofieffes  fuch  evR 
dent  marks  of  great  labour  and  af- 
fiduity,  fliould  be  left,  in  a  mate¬ 
rial  rcfpeCt,  more  defective  than 
the  former  editions,  by  the  omiffion 
of  an  Index. 

44  Sylva,  or  The  Wood  ;  being 
a  Collection  of  Anecdotes,  Differ- 
tatimns,  Characters,  Apophthegms, 
Original  Letters,  Bons  Mots,  and 
other  little  things,”  is  a  mifcella- 
neousand  unequal  .work  ;  but  which 
pofieffes  very  confiderabie  merit, 
and  by  which  we  have  been  highly. 

S  3  entertained, 
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entertained.  The  Author  appears 
to  be  a  j  erfon  of  juft  difcernment, 
and  much  acquired  knowledge  ;  and 
many  of  his  obfervations  are  evi¬ 
dently  the  refult  of  experience  and 
an  acquaintance  with  the  world. 
Sometimes  indeed,  his  turns  of 
thought  are  ft  range  and  peculiar  ; 
and  his  language  is  coarfe  and  in- 
corredh  'And  we  think  that  h# 
hath  departed  from  the  liberality 
by  which  his  papers  are  generally 
diftinguifhed,  when  he  pafles  an  in- 
difcriminate  cenfure  on  all  who  ex- 
prefs  their  wifhes  for  a  reform  of 
political  and  ecclefiaftical  abufes. 
But,  on  the  whole,  we  may  ven¬ 
ture  to  recommend  the  Wood*  as  a 
collection  of  juft  and  linking  re¬ 
marks,  and  curious  quotations, 
which  are  calculated  at  once  for 
am uie merit  and  inftruction. 

The  Poetical  Hiftory  of  the  year, 
.were  we  to  mention  every  publica¬ 
tion  in  verfe,  or  rhyme,  with  which 
the  prefs  hath  teemed,  would  com¬ 
prehend  a  vaft  variety  of  articles. 
But  we  fhall  only  give  an  account, 
in  our  ufual  comprelled  form,  of 
fuch  of  them  as  have  fuperior 
claims  to  our  commendation  or  nor 
face.  In  this  number  are  the 

Poems  by  Helen  Maria  Williams, 
In  two  vols.”  1  his  work  contifts, 
partly,  of  a  republication,  with 
corrections  and  improvements,  of 
Pome  pieces  which  had  obtained  for 
our  poetefs  a  conhderable  Ilia  re  of 
reputation ;  and,  partly,  of  feme 
new  pieces,  which  entitle  her  to 
rank  among  the  moll  favoured  chil¬ 
dren  of  the  Mufes.  An  American 
Tale  ;  a  Hymn  to  Seniibilhy  ; 
Queen  Mary’s  Complaint  ;  and 
Euphelja,  an  Elegy,  are  eminently 
pathetic  and  jpeautiful.  But  the 
part  of  an  Irregular  Fragment  found 
in  a  dark  paflage  in  the  Tower,  is 
a  moft  exquiftte  produdion  ;  and 
iliews  how  capable  file  is  of  riling 
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to  dignified  excellence,  when  fie 
chufes  to  enter  the  regions  of  ima-* 
gination  and  pafiion.  This  piece 
is  founded  on  the  idea  of  an  apart¬ 
ment  in  the  Tower,  ftiut  up  for 
ages,  in  which  are  afl’embled  the 
ghofts  of  all  thofe  perfons  whom 
hiftory  relates  to  have  been  mur¬ 
dered  in  that  prifon,  and  of  a  mur¬ 
dered  royal  family,  whole  ftory  is 
loft:  in  the  lapie  of  time.  We  could 
not  deny  ourfeives  the  pleafure  of 
prefenting  our  readers  with  the 
whole  of  this  fragment,  in  our  po¬ 
etical  department.  From  that  they 
will  perceive,  that  our  commenda¬ 
tion  is  not  partial  or  exaggerated. 

44  Florio,  and  the  Bas  Bleu,  two 
poems,  by  Hannah  Moore,”  are 
diftinguifhed  by  fenfible  obferva- 
tions,  liveiv  deicriptions,  and  goodr 
humoured  fatire.  in  the  frft  poem, 
the  effefts  of  modern  modes  of  edu¬ 
cation,  and  the  fentiments  and  taile 
of  young  men  of  fathion,  and  af¬ 
fluent  fortunes,  are  juftly  ridiculed 
and  expofed  ;  and  ancient  and  mo¬ 
dern  love  are  admirably  contrafted. 
The  Bas  Bleu  contains  a  panegyric 
on  the  well  known  blue  flocking 
fociety,  in  which  we  have  a  hiftory 
of  learned  iadies,  from  the  time  of 
Afpafla  to  the  prefent  day;  and 
meet  with  many  brilliant  paffages, 
and  entertaining  remarks.  Thofe 
who  have  received  inftrudion  from 
the  ufeful  moral  poems  which  Mil's 
Moore  formerly  publiflied,  will  not 
be  dilpleafed  at  the  opportunity  of 
being  agreeably  am  tiled  by  the  lame 
pen. 

Mrs.  Cowley’s  Poem  called 

The  Scottifh  Village,  or  Pit- 
cairne  Green,”  owes  it’s  origin  to 
the  accidental  perufal  of  a  news¬ 
paper,  in  which  were  deferibed  the 
ceremonies  lately  ufed  at  Pitcairne 
Green,  in  Scotland,  on  marking 
out  the  boundaries  of  an  extend  ve 
village,  to  be  eroded  for  the  put- 
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pofe  of  introducing  the  Lancafhire 
manufactures  into  that  part  of  the 
kingdom.  The  account  of  this 
t  ran  fact  ion  iu  ggefted  to  the  poetefs 
an  opportunity  of  defcribing  the 
beauties  of  rural  innocence  and  lim- 
plicity  which  are  fuppofed  at  pre- 
ient  to  prevail,  contra  lied  again  ft 
the  refinements  and  artificial  man¬ 
ners  of  poliflied  life,  which  may 
gradually  be  introduced  into  that 
place.  Our  authorefs  is  well  known 
to  the  public,  from  a  variety  of 
productions,  which  have  met  with 
their  approbation.  And  in  the 
piece  before  us,  the  reader  will  fre¬ 
quently  meet  with  pleating  imagery 
and  fentiment.  But  we  do  not 
think,  that  Mrs.  Cowley’s  excel¬ 
lencies  are  displayed  to  the  belt  ad¬ 
vantage,  in  poetical  defcription. 

Wakefield’s  edition  of  u  The 
Poems  of  Mr.  Gray,  with  Notes,” 
is  a  work  which  exhibits  the  beau¬ 
ties  of  that  author  in  a  finking 
point  of  view  ;  and  abounds  with 
many  pertinent  and  judicious  cri¬ 
tical  obfervaticns.  The  editor’s 
remarks,  particularly  on  Pindaric 
poetry,  are  excellent.  The  paral¬ 
lel  paflages,  likewife,  which  he 
hath  collected  from  ancient  authors, 
difcover  an  intimate  acquaintance 
with  the  beft  claffical  writers,  and 
are  fele&ed  with  tafte  and  judge- 
ment.  And  in  his  grand  object  of 
defending  his  favourite  poet  again  ft 
the  ani  mad  verticils  and  ftri&ures  of 
Dr.  johiffon,  we  think  that  he 
hath  fully  fpcceeded  :  while  we 
cannot  but  exp  refs  our  di  lap  proba¬ 
tion  of  the  unbecoming  and  violent 
language  in  which  he  cenfures  the 

o  o 

criticifms  of  that  biographer. 

Pinkerton’s  u  Ancient  Scottish 
Poems,  never  before  in  print,”  form 
a  very  curious  and  entertaining  col¬ 
lection,  for  which  the  public  owe 
their  thanks  to  that  ingenious  gen¬ 
tleman.  Tlieie  poems  have  been 
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feleded,  with  great  care,  from  the 
Maitland  collection,  in  two  vols., 
which  were  p  relented  by  the  duke 
of  Lauderdale  to  Mr.  Pepys,  fe- 
cretary  to  the  admiralty  in  the 
reigns  of  Charles  IL  and  James  II. ; 
who,  at  his  death,  bequeathed  them, 
with  other  curious  M  S  S.,  to 
Magdalen  College,  Cambridge.  Of 
the  authenticity  of  thefe  poems 
there  can  be  no  doubt ;  and  many 
of  them  poftefs  an  elegance  of  fen¬ 
timent  and  expreffion,  rarely  to  be 
met  with  in  fuch  ancient  produc¬ 
tions.  Prefixed  to  them,  we  are  pre¬ 
fented  with  an  Eilay,  by  Mr.  Pinker¬ 
ton,  on  the  Origin  of  Scottish  Poetry; 
and  a  Lift  of  all  the  Scottiftl  Poets, 
from  Thomas  Lermont,  who  flou- 
riflied  about  the  year  1  270,  to  Alex¬ 
ander  Rofs.  who  was  living  in  1 76 8. 
At  the  end  of  the  fecond  volume, 
we  have  many  copious  notes,  and 
a  gloftary,  explaining  the  obfolete 
words  which  occur  in  them.  In 
the  Eilay,  and  the  editor’s  remarks 
on  the  merits  of  the  refpeCtive 
poets,  he  dilcovers  a  confide  table 
degree  of  hiftoricai  knowledge  and 
hath  prepared  for  his  readers  much 
information  and  entertainment.  But 
he  betrays,  at  the  fame  time,  too 
great  a  fondnefs  for  unneceffary 
digreffions,  that  he  may  attack  the 
fame  and  character  of  forne  of  our 
beft  writers  and  books  •  and  a  weak, 
illiberal  affectation  of  infidelity. 
When  he  confines  him  Pelf  to  facts, 
he  is  ingenious  and  inftrudtive  ;  but 
when  he  deviates  into  the  wilds  of 
lpeculation,  he  forfeits  the  honour 
due  to  impartial  and  unprejudiced 
in '  efiigarion, 

Burns’s  ‘‘  Poems,  chiefly  in  the 
Scottiili  Dialed,”  are  the  produc- 
tions  of  a  man  in  a  low  fiation  in 
life,  which  he  com  po  fed  a  to  a  mule 
irimfclf  with  the  little  creations  of 
his  own  fancy,  amid  the  toil  and 
fatigues  of  labour  ;  to  tranfc.ibe  the 
5'  4  various 
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various  feeling?,  the  loves,  the 
griefs,  the  hopes,  the  fears  in  his 
own  bread.”  And  many  of  them 
are  elegant,  Ample,  and  plealing. 
Thole  that  are  written  in  a  more 
ferious  drain  have  much  poetical 
merit  ;  but  the  humorous  and  fati¬ 
dical  pieces  appear  to  have  been 
mod  congenial  to  the  author’s  feel¬ 
ings,  and  turn  ef  mind.  Such  as 
are  of  the  dcfcriptive  kind  contain 
faithful  and  pleating  delineations  of 
the  fimnlicity  of  manners,  and  en- 

i  y  ' 

gaging  feenes  to  be  found  in  a 
country  life.  Upon  the  whole,  we 
think  that  our  rural  bard  is  judly 
entitled  to  the  patronage  and  encou¬ 
ragement  which  have  been  liberal¬ 
ly  extended  towards  him. 

•  In  Dr.  u  Fordyce’s  Poems,”  we 
meet  with  the  fame  evidences  of 
good  fenfe,  and  knowledge  of  man¬ 
kind,  that  appear  in  ail  his  other 
writings.  The  fentiments  are  of 
an  ufeful  and  moral  tendency,  and 
are  conveyed  in  verfe  that  is  cor¬ 
rect,  eafy,  and  perfpicuous.  But 
we  cannot  think  that  the  Dr.  is 
entitled  to  a  very  refpedtable  rank 
among  the  fons  of  Pa  Hindus. 

Young  Fancy  down  away,”  he 
could  not  expeCl  to  arrive  at  excel¬ 
lence.  He  informs  us,  indeed, 

that  the  utmoft  to  which  he  pre¬ 
tends  is,  to  exhibit  his  ideas  in  a 
diape,  not  too  common  nor  fami¬ 
liar,  yet  neither  forced  n<>r  extra¬ 
vagant,  with  the  addition  of  fome 
melody  to  pleafe  the  ear,  fome  de- 
feription  to  ffrike  the  fancy,  and 
fome  fentiment  to  affeef  the  heart.” 
And  in  attaining  this  object  of  his 
model!  willies  he  hath  fully  fuc* 
(seeded. 

The  Ode  to  Superfiition,  &c.” 
is  a  bold  and  fpirited  poem,  in 
which  the  author  hath  collected  fe- 
veral  hidorical  faffs,  illu  if  rating  thu 
dominion  and  tyranny  of  that  de¬ 
mon ;  and  piflured  the  evils  which 
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fhe  hath  occadoned,  in  language 
that  is  truly  poetical  and  energetic. 
The  (mailer  pieces,  likewise,  which 
accompany  this  Ode,  are  elegant 
and  plealing  poems. 

Thomas’s  u  Poetical  Epiftle  to  a 
Curate,”  difeovers  marks  of  genius 
and  cultivated  tafte  ;  and  will  d;f- 
pofe  the  public  to  receive  with  con- 
dderable  prepoiieiilons  any  of  the 
future  productions  of  his  Mufe. 
His  Apoftrophe  to  Retirement,  more 
cfpecially,  will  be  found  highly 
poetical. 

A  new  edition  of  Mr.  Jennie, g- 
ham’s  “  Poems,”  ha'h  been  pub- 
lidied  this  year,  in  which  feveral 
new  pieces  have  been  introduced  by 
him,  written  in  the  fame  tender 
drain  with  moil  of  his  other  pro- 
d  actions. 

Courtenay’s  Poetical  Review 
of  the  Literary  and  Moral  Charac¬ 
ter  of  the  late  Dr,  johnfon,”  is  did* 
tingu idic-d  bv  fome  marks  and  traces 
of  poetic  fire ;  but  on  the  whole, 
it  is  a  heavy  and  nninte reding  per¬ 
formance.  To  the  merits  of  john¬ 
fon  the  author  pays  a  proper  re- 
fpect :  and  in  his  peculiarities  and 
weakireiles  we  concluded  that  he 
would  have  found  ample  fcope  for 
the  exercife  of  his  wit  and  pieafant- 
ry.  But  we  mull  confefs  ourfelves 
to  have  been  greatly  difappointed. 

From  Peter  Pindar’s  prolific  Mufe 
Wre  have  received  frequent  enter- 
tefinment  during  the  prefent  year. 
Flis  u  Farewell  Odes  for  the  year 
1786,”  are,  as  ufual,  exceedingly 
fevere  on  the  royal  Academicians, 
and  contain  feveral  humorous  do¬ 
ries,  and  laughable  deferiptions. 
I11  his  u  Poetical  and  Congratula¬ 
tory  Epiftle  to  James  Bofwell,  efq, 
on  his  Journal  of  a  Tour  to  the 
Hebrides,”  he  is  equally  unfparing 
of  his  ladies  on  the  journaiift  and 
his  friend  ;  and  in  his  u  Bozzi  and 
Piozzi?  or  the  Britifh  Biographers, 
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a  Town  Eclogue,”  his  powers  of 
ridicule  have  been  called  forthwith 
uncommon  fuccefs. 

Among'  the  other  poetical  pro¬ 
ductions  of  the  year,  fome  of 
which  would  defer ve  to  be  dii- 
tindfly  noticed,  if  our  limits  would 
admit  of  it,  we  find  a  fecond  vo¬ 
lume  of  “  The  Aiyium  for  Fugitive 
Pieces  ;”  Chriftian’s  44  Prog  refs  of 
War  ;”  44  A  Poetical  Addefs  to  Ed¬ 
ward  Gibbon,  Efq.  occaiioned  by 
his  Hiftory  of  the  Decline  and 
Fall  of  the  Roman  Empire 
ct  The  Triumph  of  Benevolence 
Humphrey’s  44  Poem  on  the  Hap- 
pinefs  of  America  ;”  44  The  Pro- 
grefs  of  Fafhion  s<  1  he  Children 
of  Thefpis  44  The  Mirror;” 
“  The  Patriad  44  The  Vale  of 
Innocence;”  44  An  Epiftle  from 
John  foil’s  Ghoft  to  his  Four 
Friends;”  44  A  Poetical  Sketch  of 
the  Revolutions  in  our  Planet;” 
Buibv’s  44  Age  of  Genius;”  Wal¬ 
ter’s  “  Ode  on  the  Immortality  of 
the  Soul;”  Mr  Weft’s  44  Poems;” 
and  44  St.  Peter’s  Lodge.” 

Of  the  Dramatic  Publications, 
we  {hail,  as  ufjual,  content  ourfelves 
with  mentioning  only  the  names. 
In  Tragedy,  Mr.  Jodrell’s  44  Per- 
ban  Heroine,”  44  1  he  Captives,” 
by  Dr.  Delap,  and  Mr.  Boyce’s 
tf  Harold,”  are  the  only  ones  upon 
the  lift.  The  Comedies  have  been 
more  numerous  ;  of  thefe  have 
appeared  44  I’ll  tell  you  What,” 
by  Mrs.  Inchbald  ;  44  The  School 
for  Grey  Beards,”  by  Mrs.  Cow¬ 
ley  ;  44  The  Heirefs,”  by  General 
Burgoyne  ;  44  He  would  be  a  Sol¬ 
dier/’  by  Mr.  Pilon,  and  44  The 
Baronefs  of  Bruchfal,”  tnmilated 
from  the  German  of  Mr.  Lelftng, 
the  Shakefpear  of  Germany.  The 
Comic  Operas  and  Farces  were, 
Mr  Cobb’s  44  Strangers  at  Home,” 
H  Peruvian,”  Mrs,  Inchbald’s 


44  Widow’s  Vowr,”  and  44  The 
Fool,”  by  Edward  Topham,  efq. 

Under  the  head  pf  Mifcellaneous 
Publications,  we  meet  with  but  a 
few  articles  of  which  it  may  be 
expected  that  we  tliould  take  fome 
notice.  In  this  number  is  44  The 
Mifcellaneous  Companion  ;  by 
William  Matthews ;  in  3  vols.” 
The  ftrft  of  thefe  volumes  contains 
a  Sentimental  Tour  through  a 
part  of  South  Wales,  intermixed 
with  thoughts  on  education,  and 
thoughts  on  hunting,  in  which 
there  appears  much  good  fenfe  and 
benevolence.  The  fecond  volume 
conftfts  of  thoughts,  maxims,  and 
diflertations  on  ufeful  and  grave 
fubjedls,  which,  excepting  when 
the  author  difeovers  his  peculiar 
tenets  as  a  Quaker,  will  be  accept¬ 
able  and  edifying  to  moft  feriou* 
readers.  The  third  volume  is  corn- 
poled  of  fimiiar  papers,  with  the 
addition  of  three  dialogues  in  the 
world  of  fpirits  ;  the  ftrft  between 
Theophilus,  Zelotes,  and  Purga- 
tus  ;  the  fecond,  between  Henry 
the  Eighth,  and  the  dukes  of  So- 
merfet  and  Northumberland  ;  and 
the  third  between  the  apoftlc  Paul 
and  a  Proteftant  Martyr. 

The  44  Lucubrations  ;  confifting 
of  Effays,  Reveries,  &c.  in  Prole 
and  Verfe,  by  the  late  Peter  of 
Pomfret,”  we  will  venture  to  re¬ 
commend,  as  containing  feveral  va^ 
luable  hints  of  in  ft  ruct  ion  to  readers 
of  every  clafs,  and  much  innocent 
amufenient.  The  poetical  talents 
of  the  author  do  not,  indeed,  dis¬ 
play  much  ftrength  or  brilliancy, 
but  they  are  meritorioufly  employ- 
ed  in  the  lervice  of  virtue,  and  of 
religion. 

Mrs.  Trimmer’s  44  Fabulous  Hif- 
tories,  deligned  for  the  InftruHioa 
of  Children,  respecting  their  Treat¬ 
ment 
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ment  of  Anknals,”  are  admirably 
adapted  to  entertain  and  improve 
the  minds  of  young  children,  and 
to  excite  in  them  a  proper  com¬ 
panion  and  tendernefs  towards  the 
brute  creation.  Sincerely  do  we' 
wifh,  that  the  excellent  principles 
and  moral  conclulions  conveyed  in 
this  little  work,  could  be  communi¬ 
cated  to  readers  of  every  age*  and 
of  every  clafs  in  fociety. 

To  the  fame  lady  are  we  alfo  in¬ 
debted  for  “  Eafy  Lelfons  for 
young  Children, 5 *  defigned  by  her 
as  a  Supplement  to  her  little  Spell¬ 
ing  Book  for  children,  which  ap¬ 
pear  to  have  been  judieioufly  com- 
pofed  by  our  excellent  precep- 
trefs. 

“  Pogonologia,  or  a  Philofophi- 
cal  and  Hiftorical  Eftay  on  Beards,” 
tranflated  from  the  French,  con¬ 
tains  a  curious  hiftory  of  44  the 
.capillary  honours  of  the  chin,” 
and  of  the  various  fafhions  to  which 
they  have  been  fubjedted;  in  which 
many  anecdotes  are  introduced, 
which  cannot  fail  to  entertain  and 
divert  the  reader. 

The  44  Addrefs  to  the  Clergy  of 
every  Denomination  and  Degree, 
&£.”  is  written  on  the  model  of 
Swift’s  Advice  to  Servants,  and 
contains  much  feverity  of  iatire, 
exprefled  with  no  fmall  fhare  oi  hu¬ 
mour.  In  fome  inftances,  however, 
we  highly  disapprove  of  the  appli¬ 
cation  of  our  author’s  powers  of 
ridicule,  as  he  defeends  to  obvious 
and  illiberal  perfonalities. 

Among  the  Novels  and  Roman¬ 
ces  of  the  year,  we  muft  place 
46  The  Works  of  the  Chevalier  de 
Florian,”  and  41  Tales,  Apologues, 
Anecdotes,  &c.”  fbledled  from  the 
works  of  different  French  writers. 
.Both  thefc  publications  have  been 
defervedly  efteemed,  on  account  of 
the  beautiful  fimplicity  and  excel¬ 
lent  moral  tendency  of  the  hones 
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they  contain,  from  which  may  be- 
derived  confiderable  entertainment 
and  inftrudfion.  Of  the  Englifh 
Novels,  44  The  Recefs,  or  the  Tale 
of  other  Times,”  by  Mifs  Lee, 
“Caroline  of  Litchfield,”  and 41  The 
Rambles  of  Fancy”  by  the  author 
of  the  Hiftory  of  the  Six  Princeffes 
of  Babylon,  have  met  with  a  very 
favourable  reception  from  the  pub¬ 
lic.— Of  the  following  we  have 
only  read  the  names,  44  The  Roch- 
fords;”  44 Raja& Khifna “ Edwin 
and  Anna;”  4  4  Theodolius  and  Ara¬ 
bella;”  44  Elfrida;”  44  Emily  Her¬ 
bert;”  “Henry  and  Acafto;”  44  The 
Convent;”  44  The  Tour  of  Valen¬ 
tine;  “Zoraida;”  44  The  Hiftory 
of  Charles  Frankland  “  The  Ca¬ 
cique  of  Ontario;”  44  Arpafia  ;” 
44  The  Innocent  Rivals;”  44  The 
Kentifh  Curate;”  44  The  Minor;” 
and  44  Olivia.” 

We  fhall  conclude  our  account 
of  Domeftic’  Literature,  with  bring¬ 
ing  into  one  fhort  view,  the  publi¬ 
cations  which  have  appeared  re- 
fpedting  the  Have  trade,  and  the 
fituatipn  and  treatment  of  the  ne¬ 
groes  in  our  Well;  India  planta¬ 
tions. 

And  the  firft  that  we  fhall  men¬ 
tion  is  Mr.  Clarkfon’s  44  Effay  oti 
the  Slavery  and  Commerce  of  the 
Human  Species,  particularly  the 
African,  tranflated  from  a  Latyn 
Diifertation  which  was  honoured 
with  the  firft  Prize  in  the  Uni.ver- 
fity  of  Cambridge,  for  the  Year 
1785;  with  Additions.”  'This  in¬ 
genious  performance  is  divided  by 
the  author  into  three  parts.  In  the 
firft,  he  gives  a  concile  and  learned 
hiftory  of  flavery,  ancient  and  mo¬ 
dern  ;  and  deferibes,  in  animated 
and  pathetic  language,  the  cruelties 
and  barbarities  perpetrated  at  the 
inftigation  of  the  Europeans,  in 
order  to  colled!  a  fufficien't  number 
of  wretches  to  fupply  their  mar¬ 
kets. 
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Jcets.  In  the  fecor.d  part,  the  au¬ 
thor  offers  fatisfadtory  reafons  to 
prove  the  iniquity  and  injuftice  of 
fuch  a  commerce,  from  the  natural 
rights  of  mankind,  and  the  end  and 
intention  of  government.  In  the 
third  part  of  this  ElTav,  he  gives  an 
account  of  the  fituarion  of  the  un¬ 
fortunate  Africans  from  the  mo¬ 
ment  of  their  embarkation  for  the 
Weft  Indies  ;  of  their  treatment  on 
board  the  ftiips  ;  of  the  numbers 
that  perifh  in  the  voyage,  and  be¬ 
fore  they  are  feafoned  to  their  la¬ 
bour  ;  of  the  hardships  they  under¬ 
go,  and  the  excelEve  feverity  with 
which  they  are  treated,  Thefe  ac¬ 
counts  are  fucceeded  by  a  rational 
and  manly  confutation  of  the  argu¬ 
ments  brought  by  the  purchafers  of 
the  negroes,  in  vindication  of  their 
conduct.  Having,  on  a  former  oc- 
cafion,  delivered  our  free  fentiments 
on  the  fubjeCt  which  engages  the 
attention  of  Mr.  Clarkfon,  we  have 
only  to  exprefs  our  warm  approba¬ 
tion  of  his  fenlible  and  difpaiiionate 
performance  ;  and  to  recommend 
the  frequent  perufal  of  it  to  thofe 
who  are  difpofed  to  offer  any  pleas 
in  favour  of  the  barbarous  and 
wicked  traffic  of  the  human  fpecies. 
The  fame  fubjeCt  hath  again  em¬ 
ployed  the  pen  of  Mr.  Ram  lay, 
who  hath  publifhed  “A  Letter  from 
Captain  j.  S.  Smith,  to  Mr.  Hill,” 
which  confirms  the  account  which 
that  gentleman  had  formerly  given 


of  the  cruelties  exercifed  on  the 
negroes,  by  the  teftimony  of  an 
eye-witnefs.  To  this  letter  Mr. 
Ramfay  hath  added  a  farther  vindi¬ 
cation  of  himfelf,  from  the  attacks 
of  his  adverfaries,  and  fome  inge¬ 
nious  and  judicious  remarks  on  free 
negroes. 

Mr,  Gordon  Turnbull,  the  au¬ 
thor  of  “An  Apology  for  Negro- 
Slavery.  &c.”  labours  with  much 
ingenuity,  in  endeavouring  to  prove, 
that  the  practice  which  he  wifhes  to 
palliate  and  defend,  is  founded  in 
good  policy,  and  is  productive  of 
confide  table  national  .benefits.  But 
the  principal  part  of  his  pamphlet 
is  employed  in  vindicating  the  Weft 
India  planters  from  the  charges  of 
inhumanity, whichhadbeenbrought 
againft  them,  in  the  reprefentations 
of  Mr.  Ramfay  and  Mr.  Clarkfon. 
Thefe,  he  contend,  are  founded 
on  ignorance,  or  malice ;  and  boldly 
appeals  againft  them  to  facts,  and 
authentic  teftimony.  We  fliould  be 
happy  if  we  had  perfeCt  conviction, 
that  the  general  condition  of  the 
negroes  were  as  eafy,  and  the  uni- 
verfal  treatment  of  them  as  humane, 
as  this  apology  would  reprefent. 
But  that  conviction  could  not  alter 
our  ideas  of  the  injuftice  and  im¬ 
piety  of  a  practice,  which,  in  its  moft 
lenient  forms,  we  mu  ft  ever  repro¬ 
bate  and  deteft,  as  men  and  as 
Batons. 


FO- 
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FOREIGN  LITERATURE, 

Of  the  Year  '  1786. 

. .  mi  IM,  . . 


IN  giving  our  fhort  and  imperfeCt 
account  of  Foreign  Literature, 
we  have  another  opportunity  of  an* 
nouncing  to  the  public,  two  of  the 
literary  productions  of  Catherine 
the  Second,  emprefs  of  the  Ruffias. 
Of  thefe  the  fubjeCts  only  have  been 
tranfmitted  to  us,  which  arc,  44  The 
Nobility  of  the  Ruffian  Empire, 51 
and  44  The  Citizens.”  From  thefe 
fubjeCts  it  is  molt  probable,  that 
they  are  intended  for  a  part  of  the 
materials  for  a  Ruffian  hiftory,  which 
are  collecting  under  the  aufpices  of 
her  imperial  majeliy.  And  from 
the  zealous,  minute  attention  which 
this  princefs  pays  to  every  circum- 
fiance  that  can  contribute  to  the  dif- 
iufion  of  knowledge  among  her  fub- 
jeCts,  we  may  expeCt  to  find  confi- 
derable  light  thrown,  by  thefe  dif- 
quifitions,  on  the  political  charaCfer 
and  importance  of  thofe  different 
claffies  in  her  empire.  The  exam¬ 
ple  of  that  princefs  in  turning  her 
attention  to  objeCts  of  literature 
and  fcience,  bath  been  followed  by 
feveral  among  her  courtiers,  and  by 
fome  of  her  own  fex,  The  pr’m- 
cefs  Dafehkaw,  a  lady  of  the  bed¬ 
chamber,  and  adorned  with  the  or¬ 
der  of  Sr.  Catherine,  hath  entered 
Co  warmly  into  the  fpirit  and  views 
of  her  .miflrefs,  that  file  hath  been 
appointed  principal,  or  direCfrefs  of 
the  Imperial  Academy  of  Sciences 
at  Peterfburgh.  And  it  doth  not 
appear,  from  the  information  we 


have  received,  that  flic  hath  been 
preferred  to  this  fituation  as  an  ho¬ 
norary  diflinCfion,  or  a  compliment 
to  the  lex  of  her  royal  patronefs, 
but  as  the  juft  reward  of  literary 
merit.  This  princefs  devotes  par¬ 
ticular  attention,  at  prefent,  ro  the 
production  of  a  grand  Etymological 
and  Critical  Dictionary  of  the  Ruf¬ 
fian  language,  of  which  a  part  hath 
already  been  prefented  to  the  world. 
Among  other  things,  file  hath  late¬ 
ly  gratified  the  Academy  with  44  A 
Definition  of  Virtue, ”  which  is 
fpoken  of  with  the  bighefl  applaufe, 
and  is  intended  to  form  an  article 
in  their  Literary  Communications.— 
Monf.  Pallas,  an  eminent  member 
of  the  Imperial  Academy  at  Peterf- 
burgh,  hath  alfo  announced,  in 
44  An  Advertifement  add  relied  to 
the  Public,”  a  vaft  and  arduous  de- 
fign,  conceived  by  the  emprefs  of 
Rnffia,  and  undertaken  by  her  or¬ 
der;  which  is,  the  publication  of 
an  44  Univerfal  and  Comparative 
Glofiary  of  all  Languages.”  This 
grand  plan,  for  facilitating  the  pro- 
grefs  of  fcience,  is  already  begun, 
by  enquiries  into  the  numerous  lan¬ 
guages  and  idioms  of  the  Ruffian 
empire. — Dr.  Hedwig,  hath  alia 
publiftied,  at  Peterfburgh,  an  admi¬ 
rable  botanical  treatife  on  the 
44  Theory  of  the  Generation  and 
Fru&ification  of  the  Plants  belong¬ 
ing  to  the  Clafs  Cryptogamia  of 
Linnaeus,  entirely  founded  on  the 
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Obfervation  and  Experiments  of  the 
Author.5’  It  is  impoffible  for  us  to 
give  a  diftimft  idea  of  the  experi¬ 
ments  related  in  this  fcientific  work. 
They  appear,  however,  to  have 
been  performed  by  the  author  with 
the  utmoft  patience,  ingenuity,  and 
fuecefs  ;  and  from  the  refult  of 
them,  we  may  fafely  predict,  that 
he  will  derive  great  and  lafiing  re¬ 
putation.  But  it  is  to  be  wifhed, 
that,  in  his  future  publications,  Dr. 
Hedwig  will  pay  more  attention  to 
bis  flyle,  and  endeavour  to  render 
it  accurate  and  intelligible. 

In  Sweden,  Dr.  Thunberg,  the 
fuceefior  of  Linnseus,  hath  prepared 
us  to  expedt  from  him  a  valuable 
publication  on  Japan  and  its  inha¬ 
bitants,  by  a  fpecimen  which  he 
hath  given  in  his  44  Sneech,  con- 
cern'mg  the  Japanefe,  delivered  be¬ 
fore  the  Royal  Academy  of  Scien¬ 
ces,  when  he  refigned  the  office  of 
president.  Our  author  enjoyed  un¬ 
common  advantages  for  obtaining 
information  from  his  appointment 
to  the  fituation  of  phyfician  to  the 
Dutch  fadtory  in  japan,  and  the  in¬ 
troduction.  which  his  profeffional 
ikill  gave  him  to  an  intimate  ac¬ 
quaintance  with  the  natives.  And 
how  well  thofe  advantages  were  im¬ 
proved  by  him,  the  public  have  al¬ 
ready  been  enabled  to  determine, 
from  his  Flora  J  a  pen  tea,  and  other- 
papers  in  the  Swedilh  tranfadlions. 
We  recommend  the  prefent  publi¬ 
cation,  as  containing  thb  bed  gene¬ 
ral  account  which  we  have  feen  of 
the  difpofitions,  manners,  drefs, 
houfes,  public  buildings,  agricul- 
culture,  manufa&ures,  chronology, 
literature,  and  religion  of  the  Japa¬ 
nefe.— Dr.  Faxe,  phyfician  to  the 
admiralty  of  Carlfcroon,  hath  an¬ 
nounced  to  t  he  Academy  of  Sciences 
at  Stockholm,  invention  of  what 
he  calls  44  Stone-pa deboa rd.”  The 
purpgfei  to  which  this  invention 


may  be  advantageoufly  applied  are, 
to  cover  houfes,  as  it  is  light  and 
folid,  and  not  liable  to  be  affedfed 
by  the  air  ;  to  line  them  within 
and  without,  in  order  to  preferve 
them  from  fire  and  moidure;  for 
ornaments,  fince  this  paper  may  bs 
cad  into  figures  ;  to  preferve  pow¬ 
der  in  arfen  a  Is,  and  on  {hip-board  5 
to  line  the  fliips,  and  wooden  piers 
in  harbours,  to  preferve  them  from 
worms ;  and  to  line  the  ftioes  of 
foldiers,  who  are  obliged  to  march 
in  rain.  From  the  report  of  the 
commiffioners,  who  were  appointed 
to  examine  the  properties  of  this  fub- 
dance,  it  appears,  that  Dr.  Faxe’s 
difeovery,  is  deferving  of  every -me- 
rit  which  he  claims  for  it ;  and  that 
it  is  applicable  to  a  variety  of  itn® 
portant  ufes,  befides  thole  which 
have  been  already  mentioned. — Mr. 
Skeele  hath  like  wife  didinguiflied 
hirafelf  by  curious  44  Experiments 
on  the  Earth  of  Rhubarb,’*  and  his 
accurate  analy  fes  of  other  vegetable 
fubdances. 

Of  the  few  literary  prod u diion© 
which  have  appeared  in  Denmark, 
the  mod  important  which  we  have 
to  announce  is,  Mr.  Thorkelln’s 
41  Dipl  om  atari  urn  Arna  -  Magnoea- 
num,  &c.”  or  a  colledfion  of  char¬ 
ters,  and  other  writs,  relating 
to  Denmark,  Norway,,  and  Iceland, 
from  the  valuable  legacy  of  Arnas 
Magnceus  to  the  univerfity  of  Co¬ 
penhagen.  Of  this  grand  and  ex¬ 
pend  ve  work,  two  volumes  are  al¬ 
ready  publidied,  which  contain  the 
Danidi  and  Norwegian  Charters, 
from  1085,  to  I299?  with  plates  of 
feals,  and  chronological  tables  of 
the  writings.  It  is  impoffible  to  be- 
dow  too  much,  praife  on  Mr,  Thor- 
kelin,  for  the  great  indudry  and  ac¬ 
curacy  with  which  he  hath  edred 
thefe  volumes,  which  mud  prove  of 
fuch  vad  utility  in  iiludraung  the 
Hidory  of  the  Daniffi  dominion*. 
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And  we  are  happy  to  learn,  from 
i'ome  of  our  public  prints,  that  the 
fame  indefatigable  antiquary  in¬ 
tends  to  publifli,  in  the  Iflandic  ori¬ 
ginal,  with  a  literal  Englifh  verlion, 
an  Hiftory  of  the  Kingdom  of  Nor¬ 
thumberland,  from  the  eighth  cen¬ 
tury  to  the  tenth,  when  it  was  fi¬ 
nally  fubjedled  to  the  Englifh  crown; 
a  period,  of  which  our  belt  accounts 
are  exceedingly  confufed  and  perplex¬ 
ed. — Mr.  Langebek  hath  alfo  pub¬ 
lifhed  “  A  Cofledion  of  the  W riters 
of  Danifii  Hiftory,  who  lived  in  the 
Middle  Ages  ;  one  part  of  which  is 
now  published  for  the  firft  time,  and 
the  other  re-publifhed  more  correfK 
ly,  and  enriched  with  Notes.” 
This  collediion,  which  is  principal¬ 
ly  written  in  Larin,  contains  the 
productions  of  national  and  foreign 
writers,  relative  to  the  kingdoms 
of  Denmark  and  Norway,  their 
chronicles  and  hiftory,  their  mo- 
aaarchs,  illuftrious  men,  and  topo¬ 
graphy. — -From  Mr.  Johnftone, 
chaplain  to  his  Britannic  majefty’s 
envoy  at  the  Court  of  Denmark, 
we  have  been  favoured  with  “  The 
Norwegian  Account  of  Haco’s  Ex¬ 
pedition  againft  Scotland,  A.  D. 
1263,  now  firft  publifhed  in  the  oii- 
ginal  Iflandic,  from  the  Flateyan 
and  Frifian  M.S.S.  with  a  literal 
Englifh  Verfion  and  Notes.”  To 
the  fame  Gentleman  we  are  indebt¬ 
ed  for  the  “  Antiquitates  Celto- 
Normannicae,”  abridged  by  Cam¬ 
den,  and  now  firft  publifhed  com¬ 
plete,  from  the  original  M.  S.  in 
the  Britifh  Mufeufn;”  and  “  An¬ 
tiquitates  Celto-Scandicae all  of 
which  works  have  been  printed  at 
Copenhagen.  Thefe  performances 
have  been  compiled  by  the  author 
from  original  records,  and  various 
hiftorical  writers  of  credit,  and  will 
be  an  acceptable  prefent  to  the  hif- 
torian  and  antiquary,  as  they  tend 
to  throw  considerable  light  011  fame 


of  the  darkeft  periods  in  the  hiftbfy 
of  Britain,  and  preferve  curious  fpe- 
ciinens  of  the  Poetry  and  Language 
of  Northern  Europe,  about  the 
tenth  and  twelfth  centuries.— -At 
Kiel,  M.  Ehlers,  profefi'or  of  luw^ 
hath  publifhed  “  Advicb  to  good 
Princes,  to  thofe  who  are  charged 
with  the  Education  of  Princes,  and 
to  the  Friends  of  the  People.”  The 
Advice  is  contained  in  five  Differ** 
rations.  The  firft  is  011  the  curious 
queftion,  How  far  it  is  advifeable 
to  carry  the  inftru&ion  of  the  peo¬ 
ple,  and  in  what  refpebfs  their  being 
well  informed  is  ufeful  and  expe¬ 
dient  ?  The  remaining  diflertatioits 
are  on  the  difad  vantages  which  may 
arife  to  any  ftate,  from  inconiiderate 
regulations  with  refpedf  to  tolera¬ 
tion  ;  on  the  methods  mojft  proper 
to  prevent  the  introduction  of  fuch 
religious  opinions,  as  may  be  per¬ 
nicious  to  the  well-being  of  a  ftate  ; 
and  on  the  principles  and  maxims 
that  ought  to  determine  the  degrees 
of  toleration,  that  may  be  granted 
to  focieties,  diftinguifhed  by  the  de¬ 
nomination  of  Religious  Orders,— 
The  fubjedts  of  thefe  differ  tarions 
are  difcuiTed  by  our  learned  and  in¬ 
genious  author  with  great  ability 
and  fhrewdnefs  ;  but  we  cannot  fub- 
feribe  to  his  doctrine  refnedling  the 
expediency  of  infiftingon  Confeflions 
of  faith,  to  be  adopted  by  perfons 
of  all  communions  who  fettle  in  any 
country  ;  and  the  limits  which  he 
preferibes  to  toleration,  are  in  con¬ 
fident  with  our  ideas  of  natural  li¬ 
berty. 

In  the  United  Provinces,  Teyler’s 
Theological  Society  at  Haarlem, have 
publifhed  the  fourth  and  fifth  volumes 
of  “  Prize  Differ  tat  ions  relative  to 
natural  and  revealed  Religion.” 
The  fubjedt  of  the  differtations  in 
the  fourth  voi.  is  this :  What  were 
the  opinions  of  the  ancient  philofo- 
phersj  from  Thales  and  Pythagoras 

to 
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to  Seneca,  concerning  the  Life  and 
the  State  of  the  Soul  after  the  Death 
of  the  Body  ?  The  fluff  prize  was 
decreed  to  Dr.  Wytrenba.cn,  Profef- 
for  of  Greek,  Belles  Lettres,  and 
Belgic  Hi  (lory,  in  the  academi¬ 
cal  fchool  of  Amfferdam-.  And  the 
knowledge  and  abilities  difcovered 
in  his  very  fenfible  and  ingenious 
performance,  fully  ju tidied  thofe  ap¬ 
pointed  to  decide  on  the  merits  of  the 
refpedi  ve  pieces, in  adjudging  that  re¬ 
ward  of  excellence  to  the  worthy  pro- 
feffor.  Nor  are  the  other  diilerta- 
tions  in  this  volume  deffitute  of  cou- 
ffderable  merit.  They  difcover  a 
great  acquaintance  with  ancient  li¬ 
terature,  and  contain  many  excel¬ 
lent  obi'ervations,  which  juffly  en¬ 
title  the  authors  of  them  to  the  ho¬ 
nours  which  they  have  received. 
The  lirlt  of  thefe  is  written  by  M, 
Teronymo  de  .Bofch,  firff  clerk  to 
the  Secretaries  of  Amfterdam  ;  the 
laft  by  an  anonymous  author.— -The 
iubjed  di feuded  in  the  filth  volume 
is,  an  Enquiry  into  the  Srate  of 
Chriftendom  ;  particularly  in  the 
Eaftern  Church  about  the  time  of 
Mahomet ;  and  whether  this  did 
not  greatly 'contribute  to  the  rapid 
propagation  of  his  religion.  On 
this  iubjed:  four  differtations  are 
pubii  filed.  The  firff  by  Mr.  Michael 
Pap  Ssathmari,  pro  feffor  of  divinity 
and  ecclefraflical  hiffory,  in  the  pro- 
teffant  college  at  Ciaufenburg  in 
Tranfyl vania,  is  not  diftinguifhed 
by  any  ftriking  evidences  of  judg¬ 
ment  or  liberality.  The  fecund 
differtation,  which  we  think  pclfef- 
i'es  fu  peri  or  merit  to  the  fir  ft,  is 
the  production  of  the  fenlible  and 
well-informed  M.  j*ronymo  de 
Bofch  ;  who  would  hand  (fill  higher 
in  the  eftimation  of  literary  men,  if 
he  were  more  attentive  to  order  and 
precifion  in  his  compositions.  The 
third  differtation  is  by  the  Rev. 
M.  P.  A.  C.  Hugenhokz,  minafter 


at  Yffelffein,  which,  though  fhort,  is 
fenlible  and  well  written,  and  contains 
juft  and  liberal  views  of  the  fubjed. 
The  lad  dillcrtation,  byM.  Valentine 
Slothouwer,  head  mailer  of  the 
grammar  fchool  at  Leeuwaarden,  h 
a  clear,  methodical,  and  mafterly 
performance,  which  fhews  the  au¬ 
thor  to  be  poffeffed  of  nluch  hiftorical 
information,  and  an  intimate  ad- 
quaintance  with  the  human  hearts  — 
The  iecond  and  third  volumes  of 
46  Tran  faff  ions  of  a  Phyfical  and  Me¬ 
dical  Society  at  the  Hague,”  are  each 
of  them  divided  into  two  parts,  the 
former  containing  meteorogical,  and 
the  other  medical  observations  made 
in  various  parts  of  the  United  Pro¬ 
vinces.  In  the  dill  part  aifo,  we 
meet  with  loine  curious  remarks  con* 
cerning  the  influence  of  the  moon.! 
on  the  weather,  and  repeated  trials 
of  the  prog-naflics  of  Mr.  Sennebier, 
and  p rote Hor  Toaldo,  which  have 
generally  proved  favourable  to  them. 
The  Medical  Observations  contain¬ 
ing  accounts,  by  different  phyficians 
and  furgeons,  of  the  difeafes  which 
occurred  in  different  cities  and  dif- 
trids  during  the  years  1780  and 
178s,  many  of  which  are  drawn  up 
with  great  judgment  and  perfpicuity, 
and  will  be  found  particularly  ufeful 
to  pradlitioners  who  live  in  low  and 
marfliy  iituation?. 

“  Pofltiones  Phyficae,  or  a  Syl¬ 
labus  ol  a  Gourde  of  Ledures  in. 
Natural  Philofophy,  by'  J.  H.  Van 
S  v  indsn,  Pro  feffor  of  Philolbphy, 
Mathematics,  anti  Aflronomy  in  the 
Academical  School,  Amfterdam,  voi. 
I.”  is  a  laborious  and  ufeful  work, 
in.  which  each  branch  in  she  fcience 
of  natural  philofophy  is  explained 
wirh  fufficient  mitntrenefs,  and  the 
late  difcoveri.es  are  regularly  in- 
lened,  lo  as  to  render  it,  as  far  as 
the  author  hath  gone,  a  complete 
fvftenqi  of  phylics.  To  this  work 
aie  prefixed  two  Introductions ;  the 
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one  mathematical,  containing  a  fe- 
ledlion  of  theorems  with  which  the 
Undent  ought  to  be  well  acquainted  ; 
and  the  other  philofophical,  relating 
to  the  ftudy  of  phyiics  in  general, 
the  objects  and  extent  of  this  i'cience, 
and  the  methods  and  rules  of  philo¬ 
sophizing. 

Dr.  Martinus  Van  Blarum  hath 
publifhed  at  Haarlem,  u  A  Continu¬ 
ation  of  Experiments  performed  with 
the  Electrical  Machine  in  Teyler’s 
Mu-feum.”  The  defign  of  feveral  of 
thefe  experiments  is  to  prove,  that 
the  fuppofcd  analogy  between  the  e- 
ledlr-ical  fluid  and  fire,  is  founded  only 
in  hypothecs,  and  not  fupported  by 
accurate  obfervation.  In  making 
thefe  experiments  feveral  curious 
phenomena  prefented  themfelves, 
favourable  to  the  theory  of  Mr. 
Lavoifier,  refpedling  the  calcination 
©f  metals,  which  were  paiticularly 
examined  by  the  Dr.  and  confirmed 
him  in  his  attachment  to  the  opi¬ 
nion  of  that  philofopher.  Thefe 
experiments  were  followed  by  feve¬ 
ral  others  made  on  different  kinds  of 
air  ;  and  on  balloons  filled  with  in¬ 
flammable  air,  by  which  he  hath 
illuflrated  feme  phenomena  observ¬ 
ed  in  thunder  ftorms  ;  fuch  as  a 
fudden  elevation  of  the  clouds,  and 
the  violent  flowers  of  rain  and  hail 
which  often  accompany  them.  This 
work  is  rendered  exceedingly  in¬ 
to  celling  to  the  eledtrician,  by  the 
largen-els  of  the  fcale  on  which  the 
experiments  have  been  made,  and 
by  the  well-known  abilities  and  ac¬ 
curacy  of  Dr.  Van  Marum.  —  At 
Amfterdam,  propofals  have  been 
printed  u  for  publishing  a  Dutch 
Cyclopaedia,  or  Didtionary  of  Arts 
and  Sciences,  by  a  Society  of  learn¬ 
ed  Men.’*  This  work,  in  the  ex¬ 
ecution  of  which  the-abUitics  of  fe¬ 
veral  of  the  moil  eminent  literary 
charadlers  in  the  Seven  Provinces  are 
to  be  combined,  is  to  be  publifhed 
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by  fubfeription,  and  is  intended  to 
confift  of  forty  quarto  volumes  of 
letter  prefs,  accompanied  by  feveral 
volumes  of  engravings. 

With  refptdl  to  German  Litera¬ 
ture,  our  account  of  it  will  not  be 
found  lb  various  and  inte refling  as 
on  fome  former  occalions,  fince  the 
lift  of  books  which  have  come 
within  our  knowledge  is,  compara¬ 
tively,  but  fmall,  and  particularly 
defective  in 1  theological,  biblical, 
and  critical  productions.,— -An  ano¬ 
nymous  author,  at  Breflaw,  hath 
published  a  work  “  On  the  Nature 
and  Progrefs  of  Science,  of  Writing, 
and  of  Sacred  Language  among  the 
firft  Inhabitants  of  the  World  ;  or 
an  Explanation  of  the  Fables  and 
obfeure  Traditions  concerning  A- 
dam,  Seth,  Enoch,  Noah,  Abraham, 
Jofeph,  and  Moles,  deiigned  to  il- 
lu  ft  rate  feveral  important  Symbols, 
and  in  y  fictions  Dodfrines  both  of 
ancient  and  modern  Times.”  This 
work  is  rather  to  be  admired  for  the 
great  labour  and  induftry  which  it 
difplays  than  for  its  utility ;  for 
the  author’s  ingenuity  in  the  adapt¬ 
ation  of  his  fymbolical  rep  refen  ra¬ 
tions,  than  for  the  fatisfadfion  which 
he  affords  his  readers  refpedling  the 
origin  of  the  fabulous  hiftories  which 
he  undertakes  to  explain.  The 
philologift,  however,  will  be  grati¬ 
fied  in  perufing  his  critical  oblerva- 
tions  on  the  cabaliftic  fables.  Van 
Bergen’s  t(  Critical  Obfervations 
and  Emendations  of  Ovid,  Lucan, 
Phaedrus,  Terence,  Cicero*  Cor. 
Nepos,  and  Q.  Curtins,”  con¬ 
vince  us  that  the  author  is  a  learned 
and  ingenious  commentator  ;  and 
that,  in  m;  ».y  inftances,  his  propof- 
ed  alterations  will  be  ufeful  to  our 
attaining  a  more  perfedl  acquaint¬ 
ance  with  the  fpirit  and  meaning  of 
the  original.  But  they  are  fome- 
times  too  fanciful,  and  inconfiftent 
with  the  rules  of  found  critic! fm» — 

For 
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For  Friefe man’s  edition  of  The 
Geography  of  Rufus  Feflus  Avi- 
cnus,  with  the  Notes  of  various 
Commentators,”  we  can  fee  no 
good  reafon,  as  its  value  is  fujpterfeded 
by  more  perfect  and  accurate  mo¬ 
dern  performances.  —  Pmfeilbr  Dit- 
mar's  44  Obfervations  on  the  Coun¬ 
try  of  the  Chaldeans,”  publiflied  at 
Berlin,  compofe  a  curious  and  in- 
terefting  treatife,  which  deferves 
to  be  reccommended  to  the  attention 
of  our  readers.  And  when  we  con¬ 
fide  r  that  it  is  only  a  fpecimen  of  a 
larger  work  relating  to  the  geogra- 
phy  of  ancient  Alia,  we  are  led, 
from  the  manner  in  which  it  is  exe¬ 
cuted,  to  form  very  high  expecta¬ 
tions  of  the  information  ami  pleafure 
which  we  fliall  receive  from  the 
completion  of  our  author’s  labours, 
— - AtStendal,  M.  Gerken  hath  pub- 
iifhed  an  ufeful  geographical  work, 
called  44  Voyages  in  Suabia,  Bava¬ 
ria,  Switzerland,  Franconia,  and 
the  Province*,  of  the  Rhine  and 
Mofelie,  Part  fecond.”  This  in¬ 
telligent  author  hath  paid  particular 
attention  in  corredting  'miflakes 
which  have  been  committed  by 
feme  of  the  befi  German  writers : 
and  as  the  countries  which  he  de¬ 
fer  i  be  s,  are  fo  irn perfectly  known,  a 
tran fhiti on  of  his  work  into  our  own 
language,  would  prove  a  valuable 
addition  to  our  flock  of  geographi¬ 
cal  knowledge, — M.  de  Baezko’s 
“  Manual  of  the  Hiilory  and  Geo¬ 
graphy  of  Pruffia,”  is  deferving  of 
public  patronage,  not  only  from  its 
excellence  and  accuracy,  but  from 
ithe  peculiar  fituation  of  the  author, 
who  hath  been  a  cripple  from  his 
birth,  and,  who  at  the  age  of  twenty- 
one  became  totally  blind  ;  but  whole 
extraordinary  merits  under  thefe 
difeouraging  circumfbmces,  have 
rendered  him  a  worthy  objedt  of  the 
fupport  and  countenance  of  the 
literary  world.-— -At  Gottingen, 
1  7  86, 
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profefTor  Kae finer  hath  publiflied 
“  Commentaries  on  the  Optics  of 
Boerhaave  and  Haller.”  The  in¬ 
tention  of  the  profefTor  is,  to  con- 
tell  a  paffage  in  one  of  Boerhaave’s 
works,  in  which  he  fays,  that  in 
fixing  the  eye  on  any  objebf,  we 
perceive  only  a  very  fmall  phyficai 
point,  di reedy  in  the  axis  ;  and  that 
other  points  are  only  ieen  when  we 
change  the  direction  of  the  eye. 
His  obfervations  on  Haller  are  con¬ 
fined  to  the  explanation  of  an  intri¬ 
cate  paflagein  his  phyfiology,  where 
he  fpeaks  of  concave  glafles  ufed  by 
near-lighted  perfons.  In  thefe  Com¬ 
mentaries  he  reafon s  on  juft  mathe¬ 
matical  principles,  and  deferves  the 
attention  of  the  difei plies  of  thole 
iliuttrious  mailers. — The  “  New 
Memoirs  of  the  Royal  Academy  of 
Sciences  and  Belles  Lettres  of  Ber¬ 
lin,  for  the  Year  1783,”  include, 
as  ulual,  the  hiftory  of  the  acade¬ 
my  for  that  year,  in  which  we  meet 
with  curious  exuxuSls  from  the  cor- 
refpondence  of  feveral  learned  men, 
on  the  1  objects  of  aflronomy,  me¬ 
teorology,  and  medicine.  The  me. 
moirs  them  I  elves  relate  to  experi¬ 
mental  phil.ofophy,  mathematics, 
fpeculative  philofophy,  and  belles 
lettres.  Under  the  head  of  expe¬ 
rimental  philofophy,  the  mofl  va¬ 
luable  memoirs  are  thole  of  Mr. 
Ac  hard,  in  one  of  which  he  gives 
an  account  of  a  feries  of  laborious 
experiments  confirming  his  objec¬ 
tions  to  the  hypothesis  of  Mr. 
Cavcndifli,  concerning  the  compe¬ 
tition  of  water,  which  hath  been 
lupported  by  M.  Lavoificr.  An  en¬ 
quiry,  by  M.  Coihenius,  into  44  The 
Nature  and  Qualities  of  the  Red 
Quinquina,”  the  fuperior  virtues  of 
which  he  zcaloufly  maintains;  and 
a  long  and  interefting  treatife,  by 
M.  Gerhard,  on  44  A  N“W  Manner 
of  raanufadluring  Glals.”  Qf  the 
mathematical  papers,  thofe  by  M. 
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de  la  Grange  are  the  mod  confidcr- 
able  and  Important.  Under  the  head 
of  Speculative  Philofophy,  wc  meet 
with  but  few  papers,  and  thofe  not 
very^  interefting.  But  the  depart¬ 
ment  affigned  to  belles  lettres  is 
peculiarly  enriched,  by  the  baron 
de  HertzberUs  obfervations  “On 

o 

the  Population  of  States  in  general, 
and  that  of  the  Pruffian  Dominions 
in  particular, ■’  of  which  we  have 
given  an  account  in  our  Hiftpry  of 
Domeflic  Literature ;  by  an  enter¬ 
taining  and  inftruClive  piece  of  bio¬ 
graphy  44  Concerning  I.  A.  de 
Thou,  by  M.  Wegnelin;”  and  by 
a  learned  and  ingenious  Memoir 
44  On  the  Caufes  of  the  Diverfitv  of 
Languages,  by  theabbe  Denina.” — 
Jjv.  Walters  well  known  fetll  in 
anatomy  and  phy  biology,  render  it 
proper  that  we  fhould  mention,  in 
this  place,  his  “  Annotatipnes  Aca- 
demieae,”  publifhed  at  Berlin,  which 
deferve  the  thanks  of  his  medical 
readers,  on  account  of  the  la¬ 
bour  and  ingenuity  which  he  hath 
difplayed  in  bis  Treatife  on  the 
Uterine  Polypi,  and  the  Liver  and 
Gall-bladder.— The  volume  on  the 

4  h  m  y 

Elements  of  Chemiftry,  conlidered 
in  its  P  elation  and  Application 
to  the  ufeful  A^ts,  by  1VJ.  G.  Ad. 
Suckow,  Leipzig,”  is  a  commend¬ 
able  attempt  to  render  the  fciences 
applicable  to  the  ufes  and  wants  of 
lile,  by  enabling  artifts  and  trades¬ 
men.  to  conduCt  their  operations 
upon  feiemific  and  folid  princi¬ 
ples.— At  Leipzig  alfo  have  been 
publifhed  fcveral  numbers  of  a  pe¬ 
riodical  work,  called  44  Chemical 
Annals,  dedicated  to  the  Lovers  of 
Natural  Hiftory,  Medicine,  Dome- 
ftic  (Economy,  Manufactures,  &c.?> 
under  the  direction  of  Dr.  Crell, 
which  is  a  very  refpeCtable  publica¬ 
tion,  and  promifes  to  contribute 
largely  to  the  improvement  and 
diffufion  of  chemical  knowledge,— 
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Mr.  Cramer,  profeffor  of  mathe¬ 
matics  in  the  ducal  college  of  Hil- 
deiheim,  hath  publiflied,  at  Bremen, 
44  A  Treatife  concerning  the  Origin 
of  the  Aurora  Jporeglis,  or  north¬ 
ern  Lights ;”  the  caufe  of  which 
he  coniiders  to  be  phlogifton,  col¬ 
lected  about  the  pole ;  an  hypo- 
thefis  vvhtch  he  fupports  with  much 
plaulibility.-— Fr.  M.  H.  de  Trebra 
hath  likewife  publiflied,  at  DefTau 
and  Leipzig,  a  plea fing  , and  ingeni¬ 
ous  work,  called  44  Obfervations  on 
the  interior  and  exterior  Structure  of 
Mountains,”  which  contains  a  va¬ 
riety  of  excellent  remarks  on  this 
branch  of  natural  hiftory,  ill ulfrat- 
ed  by  feveral  beautiful  and  coftiy 
plates.— -We  fhall  conclude  our  ar¬ 
ticle  of  German  literature,  by  an¬ 
nouncing  to  the  adepts  in  anatomical 
ftudies,  44  The  Secrets  of  Nature 
revealed,  with  refpe.Cx  to  the  Work 
of  Generation,  and  the  Method  of 
accomplishing  the  Dcfire  of  the 
Barents  with  refpeCt  to  the  Sex  of 
their  offspring,”  by  M»  John  Chrif- 
tian  Herscke,  organi ft  of  the  church 
ot  Hiidefheim  ;F  which  is  a  fcientiflq 
performance,  fupporred  By  the  liter¬ 
ati  of  Germanv,  and  abounding  in 
curious,  if  not  in  well  eftabliihed 
obfervations. 

In  Switzerland.  Natural  Hiftory 
hath  received  confiderable  improve¬ 
ments  from  Dr.  Gir tanner’s  44  Ob¬ 
fervations  on  the  Mountains  of 
Switzerland;”  which  include  many 
ingenious  remarks  on  the  Tourma¬ 
lin,  which  he  found  there  in  great 
perfection  ;  on  the  draba  pyrceniuca 
of  Linnaeus,  which  the  obfervant 
Haller  was  unaccquainted  with,  as 
the  produd  of  the  Svvifs  moun¬ 
tains;  and  on  the  marmottc  or  mus 
alpinus,  and  the  bouquetin  of  Buf- 
fon. — M.  Bourrit  hath,  likewife, 
publifhed  at  Geneva,  a  third  volume 
of  his  44  New  Defcription  of  the 

Glaciers  or  Ice  Mountains  and  Val- 
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lies  of  Barov,  &C.”  la  this  volume 
the  author  gives  a  molt  magnificent 
view  of  thefe  tremendous  .moun¬ 
tains,  which  he  clefcribes  with  phi- 
Iofophicai  accuracy  and  precifton  ; 
while  the  various  fituatiohs  in  which 
he  appears  in  his  dangerous  and  fa¬ 
tiguing  excurftons,  render  bis  pub¬ 
lication  peculiarly  iiltc retting.  To 
thefe  defcriptions  he  hath  added  ait 
account. of  a  road  recently  difcovered 
by  which  future  natural-ills  may  at¬ 
tend  the  mountains  with  greater  eafe 
and  fafetv.— »44  The  Literary  Hif- 

r  ,  y*r 

to ry  of  Geneva,'  by  the  Rev.  3VL 
John  Sennebier,  in  three  volumes,” 
is  a  publication  that  will  be  very 
acceptable  and  entertaining  to  the 
fcholar,  and  to  the  philSfopherf 
The  whole  work  is  divided'  into 
four  book?.'  In  the  firft,  the. author 
carries  down  the  literary  hiftory  of 
Geneva  from  its  origin,  which'  he 
dates  about  the  middle  of  the  founh 
Century,  to  the  conclulibh  of  the 
fix  teen  rh.  In  the  fecond,  he  brings 
it  down  from  that  period  to  the 
Reformation  ;  an  :era  diftinguifhed. 
by  a  vail  number  of  learned  and 
eminent  men,  by  ufeful  difeoveries, 
and  great  improvements  in  general 
knowledge.  The  third  book  is 
chiefly  employed  on  an  hiftoncal 
portrait  of  John  Galvin,  whole  vir¬ 
tues  and  faults  are  fairly  and  equit¬ 
ably  appreciated;  arid  on  intereft- 
ing  particulars  refpeCting  Beza,  the 
Stephens’s,'  and  other  eminent  men,. 
The  fourth  book  gives  an  account 
of  many  learned  then  fliji  alive,  or 
lately  deceafed,  whofe  character  and 
Writings  do  honour  to  Geneva. 
With  this  admirable  work  are  con¬ 
nected  two  e flays,  one  “  On  the 
Utility  which  the  Inhabitants  of  a 
Country  may  derive  from  the  Know¬ 
ledge  of  its  Literary  Hiftory;”  the 
other  44  On  the  Influence  of  Letters 
bn  Religion,  Commerce,  Arts,  and 
Manners,  especially  in  Geneva,” 
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which  do  great  credit  to  the  judg¬ 
ment  and  tafte  of  the  learned  author, 
and  are  deferring  of  the  atten- 
tioh  of  men  of  letters  in  every 
country.  "  • 

It  ib  with  great  plea  fare  that  we 
are  able  to  announce,  in  the  begin- 
iting  of  our  catalogue  of  Italian  Li¬ 
terature,  a  fecond  volume  of  1VL 
Roffi’s  44  Y  a  noil's  Readings  of  the 
GU  Te  flame  nr,  drawn  from  a  great 
number  of  M.S.’S,  and  VerOons, 
Sec.5’,  and  our  hopes  ot  feeing  this 
important  work  foon  Brought  to  a 
conclufioH.  This  volume  contains; 
the  Books  of  Numbers,  Deuterono- 
mv,  Jofhua,  Judges,  Samuel,  and 
Kings.  -  Biblical  learning  in'  this 
country  hath  alfo  derived  conflder- 
able  acquiiitions  from  a’  laborious' 
44  Commentary  on  the  unpublifhed 
Greek  Commentaries  of  Gazeus,  oif 
the  Heptateuch  and  Canticles,  by 
J.  Chrifl,  Gottlieb  Ernefti;”  and 
from  44  Dahler’s  Ammadverfions  on* 
the  Proverbs  of  Solomon,  from  the 
temh  to  the  twenty-fourth  chap¬ 
ter,”  according  to  the  Greek  Ver- 
fion,  lately  publifned  at  Venice. — 
Nor  ought  we  to  omit  mentioning 

D  "  r  Cl  . 

in  this  place,  the  u.  Fafcicufi  of 
Fragments,  from  the  Remains  of  the 
Egyptian  Books  in  the  Collection, 
of  Ugnior  Nani,”  many  of  which, 
contain  curious  fpecimeils  of  the 
Thebaic  and  Shi  die  languages,  from;" 

*  f  -  „  o  o  7 

which  may  be  derived  many  con  fi¬ 
de  rabie  advantages  in  the  ftudy  of 
lac  fed  philology.  —  The  Plea  lures  of 
the  learned  Tufcans,  of  which  we 
took  notice  on  a  former  occaiion, 
fuggefted  to  P.  Fontani,  keeper  of 
the  Riccardi  Library,  :he  defign  of 
forming  44  A  New  Collection  of  the 
Pleafures  of  the  Learned,”  confid¬ 
ing  of  anecdotes  and  tread fes,  drawn 
from  the  t real u res  of  antiquity,  to 
be  elucidated  by  notes,  and  a  com¬ 
mentary.  The  firft- article  contains 
a  Differ  taticfl  on  Phdtius  the  PatriF 
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arch  of  Conftantinople,  about  the 
end  of  the  ninth  century,  and  his 
writings;  in  which  ie\ eral  queftions 
on  eccieiiait ical  fubjePts  ate  dilcuf- 
fed.  This  is  followed  by  lour  E- 
piftles  of  Michael  Glicas,  a  Silician 
anna  lift,  who  probably  flourilhed 
ip  the  thirteenth  century. —  In  Na¬ 
tural  Fhjlofophy,  the  following  work 
is  much  applauded,  and  ftrongly  re¬ 
commended  by  good  judges  :  “  Ge¬ 
neral  and  particular  Views  of  Natu¬ 
ral  Philofbphy,  in  feveral  Ell  ays-,  by 
Father  Carlo  Barietti,  Profe-fTor  of 
Natural  Pldlofophy  at  Padua,  in 
four  volumes.”  The  fir  ft  of  thefe 
volumes  contains  an  Analytical  Ef- 
fay  on  Ht at  j  the  fecond,  the  Prin¬ 
ciples  of  Meteorology  ;  the  third, 
the  Principles  of  Aerology  and  Op¬ 
tics  ;  the  fourth,  preliminary  Dif- 
courfes  on  general  Phyfics  :  and 
two  Lectures  on  the  fame  fubjecl, 
which  is  to  be  continued  in  future 
volumes.- — F.  Scipio  B  tie-flaps  44  Mi- 
neralopical  Obfervations,  &c.”  con- 
tain  an  accurate  account  of  the  fulfils., 
minerals,  and  other  natural  curioii- 
ties,  in  thole  of  the  Pope’s  territo¬ 
ries,  which  lie  between  the  Appe- 
ifmes  and  the. Mediterranean.-  This 
beautiful  part  of  Italy  has  been  ex¬ 
plored  by  our  learned  author,  with 
&  curious  and  philofophicaleye;  who 
concludes,  from  the  number  of  vol¬ 
canic  productions  found  in  every 
part  of  it,  from  the  ffrudfure,  fttua- 
■iion,  and  ftrataof  the  bills  and  riling 
grounds,  that  the  whole  was  foi- 
inerly  covered  by  the  feu,  and  ele¬ 
vated  above  ir  by  the  efforts  of  fuh- 
raarine  volcanos. — The  “  Philofc- 
phical  Thefts  concerning'  the  Na¬ 
ture  of  Fire,  by  Count  Charles 
Reft  a,  Patrician  of  Milan,”  derive 
their  principal  merit,  from  the  au¬ 
thor’s  judicious  arrangement  of  ma¬ 
terials  for  a  complete  Treadle  on 


made  by  Prieftley,  Black,  Craw¬ 
ford,  Bergman,  &e.  —  The  ah  be 
Fontana  in  44  A  Letter  to  the  Che¬ 
valier  de  Lorgna,”  gives  an  account 
of  feveral  experiments  which  he  had 
made,  with  the  utmoft  care  and  ac¬ 
curacy,  relative  to  the  decompofi- 
tion  of  wrater.  The  refult  of  them 
has  been  a  conviction,  that  Mr, 
Cavendifli  and  Mr.  Lavoifier,  have 
been  miflaken  in  their  concluftons  ; 
that  the  water  in  palling  through 
heated  iton  tubes,  does  not  undergo 
any  decompofition  ;  and  that  the 
addition  of  weight  gained  bv  the 
tubes,  arifes  from  the  water  loir  in 
the  experiment,  which  has  entered 
into  the  fubftance  of  the  iron,  and 
not,  as  was  fuppofed,  from  dephlo- 
gifticated  air.  This  queftion  re¬ 
mains  yet  undecided  ;  and  lince  the 
accuracy  of  Mr*  Cavendifh’s  expe¬ 
riments,  and  his  reafomngs  from 
them  have  been  difputed,  a  num¬ 
ber  of  combatants  have  entered  the 
held,  among  whom  we  find  the  re- 
fpedtable  names  of  Mcflrs.  Giorgi 
and  Ciogni  of  Florence,  M*  de  la 
Metherie,  M.  Adet,  M.  Meunier, 
and  M.  Berthollct.— The  abbe  For¬ 
ds,  hath  pubiiflied  at  Vicenza,  44  A 
Memoir  concerning  the  Bones  of 
Elephants  and  other  Natural  Curio* 
ft  tie  s  found  in  the  Mountains  of 
Verosia,”  which  will  be  an  accept¬ 
able  and  entertaining  paper  to 
the  foffiologift  - — The  44  Phyftolo- 
gical  Letters”  of  Dr.  Rofti,  Prdi- 
dent  of  the  College  of  Phyftcians  at 
M'odena,  afford  us  additional  tefti- 
mony  of  the  application  and  abili¬ 
ties  of  that  learned  character,  1  hey 
contain  accurate  accounts  of  feveral 
of  bis  experiments,  and  the  refults 
of  his  attentive  obfervations,  which- 
tend  to  throw  conftderable  light  on 


that  Element,  m  his  reafonings  on 


that  ufeful  lcience.- — Profeftor  Maf- 
cagni  of  Sienna,  hath  publifhed 
64  A  Profpedtus  of  a  Work  of  Lym- 


the.  ^jperlmenif  which  have  b^eu  phatics,  illulhated  by  three  plates,5* 
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which  is  evidently  the  production  or 
mn  intelligent  and  induftrious  ana* 
tomift.  The  prefent  fpecimen  there¬ 
fore,  will,  we  hope,  be  favourably 
received  by  the  profelfion,  that  the 
author  may  be  encouraged  to  lay  be¬ 
fore  them  the  remaining  fruits  of  his 
attentive  (ladies.* — At  Rome,  M. 
Fulgoni  hath  fuggeired  $t  A  new 
method  of  Treating  certain  Difor- 
orders  under  Chirurgrcal  I  nlptbfion, 
in  four  Difiertations.”  The  firft  of 
thefe  DilTertations  treats  of  aneu- 
rifms  in  the  lower  extremities  ;  the 
fecond,  of  the  fradture  of  the  col¬ 
lar-bone  j  the  titled,  of  the  fradture 
of  the  knee-pan  ;  the  fourth,  of  the 
ufe  of  camphor  in  the  cure  of  ex¬ 
ternal  wounds.  To  thefe  Diffe na¬ 
tions,  are  prefixed  feverai  juft  criti¬ 
cal  reflections  on  chirurgical  prac¬ 
tice,  and  hiftorica!  accounts  of  le- 
veral  learned  practitioners.  We  re¬ 
joice  to  find  learned  men  in  all 
countries,  breaking  loofe  from  the 
(hackles  of  authority  and  long  con¬ 
fined  practice,  and  zealouily  con¬ 
tributing  their  labours  towards  a 
rational  and  philofophical  improve¬ 
ment  of  this  necefihry  art.— Dr. 
Baldinrs  44  Obfervanons  on  the  Me¬ 
dical  Ufesrof  the  Lizard,”  preferibe 
an  extraordinary  and  dil gulling  re¬ 
medy  for  obfimat e  cancerous,  vene¬ 
real,  and  fcorbutic  complaints  ;  the 
eating  of  lizards,  from  which  the 
head  and  tad  have  been  cut  oil,  and 
the  entrails  taken  out,rawand  warm, 
Without  declaring  an  implicit  faith 
m  the  effedts  of  fuch  a  remedy,  we 
think,  that  the  fenous  manner  in 
which  it  is  recommended  by  the 
Neapolitan  and  Spanifh  phyficians, 
and  the  effedt  q(  their  reports  on  the 
Jloyal  Society  of  Medicine  at  Paris, 
will  not  jollify  us  in  declaring  our- 
felves  quite  incredulous  ;  and  that 
they  will  warrant  profeilional  men 
in  giving  it  a  fair  trial. — u  The 
Hdiorical  grid  Critical  Treatifc  «ron- 
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eerning  the  Epidemical  Diforder  a- 
monor  the  Horned  Cattle,  in  ths 
year  1784,”  by  Dr.  M-,  Zeno  Bu- 
ongiovanni  of  Verona,  contains  an 
account  of  feverai  experiments  made 
by  him  and  other  phyficians,  to 
difpei  the  alarming  apprebenfions 
which  had  been  entertained,  re- 
fpebtmg  the  dangerous  confequences 
that  might  arife  from  fia  ughfering' 
cattle  for  food,  which  had  caught 
the  contagion.  Thefe  experiments 
are  related  with  order  and  perlpi- 
cuity  ;  and  fatisfadtorily  prove,  that 
no  fatal  effedts  can  polfibly  follow 
from  receiving  into  the  fiomach, 
the  moil  infected  fluids  of  fuch  ani¬ 
mals. — >£<i  The  Eulogy  of  the  cele¬ 
brated  Abbe  F'rizi,  delivered  at  a 


public  meeting  of  the.  Arcadian  A- 
cade  my,  by  F.  Jacquier,”  is  a  juft 
and  impartial  tsibufe  of  refpedt  to 
the  memory  or  one  of  the  mod  emi¬ 
nent  mathematicians  of  the  prefent 
age.  His  vafi  genius  and  extenfive 
knowledge  are  fairly  appreciated, 
and  the  panegyric  on  his  merit  is 
drawn  with  the  warmth  of  genuine 
friendflfip  j.  while  his  failings  are 
cen  fared  with  proper  and  becoming 
freedom.  To  this  learned  and 
pleafing  piece  of  biography,  is 
added  an  account  of  the  Manftredis 
and  oiher  eminent  Italian  mathe¬ 
maticians,  who  were  connedfed  with 
the  iubjedf  of  this  eulogy.- — The 
objebl  of  Dr.  M.  Theodore  Kfiriatti, 
in  his  “  HiOorical  Memoir  con¬ 
cerning  Cerignola,”  is  to  prove, 
that  it  is  the  Geriopum  of  the  an¬ 
cients,  which  was  founded  by  the 
A  Utopians ;  and  to  point  out  the 
prefent  date  of  Apulia,  with  refpedt 
to  population,  agriculture,  com¬ 
merce,  indufiry,  towns,  and  public 
buildings,  compared  with  theflaurifh- 
ipg  flare  in  which  it  was  when 
Hannibal  made  himfelf  mailer  of  it. 
This  part  of  his  work  will  be  in¬ 
ters  fling-  to  the  hiflorian  and  the 
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antiquary  ;  as  well  as  bis  account 
of  the  natural  hidory  of  the  coun¬ 
try,  and  the  experiments  which  he 
made  to  explode  the  abfurd  fable  re- 
fpedting  the  venom  of  the  tarantu¬ 
la.-— <The  Treatife  by  Count  J.  B. 
Gherard  D’Archo,  “  Concerning 
the  Country  in  which  the  Aits  of 
D'efign  and  Painting  were  fil'd  cul¬ 
tivated,”  is  a  learned  and  elegant 
work,  which  will  be  equally  in- 
Itrudtive  and  entertaining  to  the  an¬ 
tiquary  and  to  the  artift.  The  grand 
object  of  our  author  is,  to  maintain, 
in  opposition  to  ancient  tradition, 
and  the  opinions  of  mod  learned 
moderns  who  have  written  on  the 
fubjeht,  that  the  fine  arts  took  their 
rife  in  Italy,  among  the  Hetrurians  * 
Who  tranfplanted  them  into  Greece, 
and  affided  them  in  their  progredive 
Improvements  in  that  country.  In 
pur  filing  this  object  through  his 
iird  nvoj  chapters,  the  count  dif- 
(Covers  a  vaft  profusion  of  real  and 
ex  tend  ve  learning ;  and  a  Brill  and 
dexterity  in  repelling  the  attacks  of 
Bis  adverfaries,  and  m  turning  their 
Own  arms  againft  them,  that  feem 
?o  promife  him  a  complete  victory.' 
In  the' third' chapter,  he  difplays  a’ 
fund  of  geographical  and  topogra¬ 
phical  knowledge,  in  proving,  that 
the  feat  of  the  fine  arts  in  Italy,'  in 
the  remoted  times,  was  the  city  of 
Mantua.  He  mud: be  an  ingenious 
writer  indeed,  who  (hall  be  able  to 
Overthrow  the  hypothefis  of  our 
learned  author,  or  to  explain  away 
the  dubborn  fads  by  which  he  con¬ 
firms  it.— M.  J.  M.  Affori’s  C4  Me¬ 
moir,’  concerning  encauflic  paint¬ 
ing  with  Wax,”  is  an  ingenious  en¬ 
deavour  to  recover  the  method  of 
the  ancients,  in  which  he  hath  im¬ 
proved  on  the  attempts  of  former 
virtuofos,  particularly,  in  having 
been  able  to  revive  their  arts  of 
preferving  their  colours  thickened 
with  wax,  in  a  con  da  at  ftate  of 


fluidity.* — The  “  Diflertation  on  ilia 
ufeful  Sciences,  and  thofe  that  have 
Only  Pleafure  for  their  objed,  con- 
iideted  in  their  relation  to  the  Hap- 
pinefs  of  Man,”  printed’ at  Venice,’ 
is  a  lendble  and  ingenious  pamph¬ 
let,1  which  deferves  recommendation,1 
on  account  of  fhe  juft  reafonings 
and  ufeful  moral  obiervations  with 
which  it  abounds.-— Of  the  Italian 
“  Tranflations  of  the  Iliad  of  Ho¬ 
mer,”  by  the  abbe  Cefarotti  of 
Padua,  that  which  is  in  profe,  is  a 
literal  tranflation  ;  the  other,  prhich 
is  poetical,  is  made  with  a  freedom 
fully  equal  to  that  of  our  favourite 
Engliflt  tranfiator.  To  thefe  tranf¬ 
lations  there  is  prefixed  a  prelimi¬ 
nary  difeourfe  on  the  life  and 
writings  of  Horner.'  But  the  prin¬ 
cipal  value  of  the  work  before  us 
arifesp  from  the  immenfe  treafure 
which  it  contains  of  hillorical,  cri¬ 
tical,  and  grammatical  learning*, 
collected  from  the  bed  ancient  and 
modem  critics  and  phi lotogifis,  and' 
defigned'  to  ifluftrate  a  variety  of 
fubjeds  relative  to  the  Iliad.  At 
the  end  of  the  volume,  Mr.  Cefa¬ 
rotti  has  prefented  his  readers  with 
the  moil  conliderabie  various  read¬ 
ings  of  the  Greek  icofiads,  which' 
are  in  the  library  of  St.  Mark,  at 
Venice. — The  tranflation  of  “  The 
Poems  of  Ofiian,”  by  the  dime  gen¬ 
tleman,  hath  been  received  with5 
high  applaufe  by  his  countrymen, 
arid"  renders  many  of  the  mod  beau¬ 
tiful  pafl'agcs  in  that  curious  work,’ 
with  great  felicity  of  fpirit  and  ex- 
predion.  To  this  work  there  is  very 
properly  prefixed  a  general  account 
of  the  Celtic  mythology. 

In  turning  our  attention  to  the 
literature  of  France,  we  have  met 
with  no  publications  of  any  conic- 
quence  in  biblical  and  critical  learn¬ 
ing.  The  fir'd  work  in  order,  that 
claims  our  notice  is,  “  A  Defence 
of  Religion,  againft  the  Attacks  on 

modern 
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modern  Infidelity  ;  containing  a 
Summary  of  Sacred  Hiftory,  and 
feme  Preliminary  Reflections,  re¬ 
lative  to  the  Defign  of  this  Work.” 
Of  this  valuable  and  ufeful  per¬ 
formance,  we  .cannot  but  fpeak  in 
the  higheft  terras  of  commendation, 
on  account  of  the  folid  conclufive 
reasoning,  the  extensive  learning, 
and  the  fpirit  of  genuine  modera¬ 
tion  by  which  it  is  didinguffhed.— 
And  we  are  happy  to  obferve,  that 
the  friends  of  truth  and  piety  among 
our  neighbours^  are  rouzed  to  emu¬ 
late  the  character,  by  which  the 
writers  of  our  own  country  have 
been  for  a  long  time  eminently 
known,  as  the  defenders  of  religion 
and  morality. —The  treatife  “  On 
fhe  (Economical  Spirit  of  Govern¬ 
ment,  by  M.  Boefnier  de  L;Orme,” 
was  written  with  a  view  to  affift  the 
honed  ila tefm an  in  the  great  objeCt 
of  eitabli thing  public  happinefs.— 
The  fubjeCts  on  which  the  author 
treats,  are,  the  right  of  property, 
and  the  origin  of  fociety,  agricul¬ 
ture,  arts,  manufactures,  commerce, 
and  the  different  operaiions  of  go¬ 
vernment,  Though  we  may  not 
entirely  approve  of  the  fentiments 
of  this  writer,  we  think  that  many 
of  his  observations  deferve  the  at¬ 
tention  of  perfons  who  fuflain  pub¬ 
lic  characters.— 44  The  Elementary 
LeCtures  on  Mechanics,  by  the 
Abbe  Jantet,  Profelfor  of  Philofo- 
phy  in  the  College  of  Dole,'5  are 
remarkable  for  their  clearnefs  and 
precifion,  and  the  accurate  and  extern 
live  knowledge  of  his  fubjeCt,  which 
the  author  difplays,  The  general 
laws  of  the  balance  he  deduces 
from  one  fingle  propofition.  On 
the  principle  of  equality  of  preffure, 
he  founds  the  laws  of  the  equilibri¬ 
um  of  incomprellible  elaftic  fluids, 
snd  the  laws  of  the  equilibrium  of 
fluids  with  the  folid  bodies  which 
are  immerfed  in  them.  And  he 
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concludes  his  ufeful  work  with  a 
general  view  of  hydraulics,  with 
fome  of  the  plained  doCtrines  rela¬ 
tive  to  the  motions  of  fluids  in  water¬ 
works,— In  directing  our  attention 
to  the  productions  in  Natural  Philo- 
fophy,  we  fhal!  begin  with  44  The 
Hiitory  and  Memoirs  <gfythe  Royal 
Academy  of  Sciences  at  Paris,  for 
the  year  1783,”  which  were  pub* 
lifhed  1785.  The  divifipns  of  this 
work  are,  general  phyfics,  natural 
hiitory  and  botany,  chemiitry,  me¬ 
teorology,  and  aiironomy.  In  ge¬ 
neral  phyfics,  we  have  a  ftriking 
indance  of  the  zeal  of  M.  La  voi¬ 
der  for  ufeful  difeoveries,  in  the 
patience  with  which  he  has  gone 
through  fome  of  the  mod  difgufting 
experiments,  in  order  to  arrive  at 
truth.  —In  Natural  Hiitory, Mr. Dau- 
benton’s  Memoir  on  the  Caufe? 
which  produce  the  Representation  of y 
Trees,  Shrubs,  Plants,  and  other  ruf* 
tic  Figures,  on  certain  Stones,*’  is  par- 
t i c ularly  in tere ding.— I n  Chemi  ft ry , 
the  communications  of  M.  Lavoi- 
fier  and  M.  Berthollet,  are  the  mod 
numerous  and  valuable  :  and  in  a- 
ftronomy,  the  theory  of  the  attrao 
tion  of  ipheroids  and  of  the  figure 
of  planets  by  1VL  de  la  Place,  the 
memoir  on  the  duration  of  the  folat 
year  by  M.  de  la  Lande,  and  the 
difTertation  on  the  origin  of  the  zo¬ 
diac,  and  the  manner  of  explaining 
the  twelve  figns,  by  M.  le  Gen  ltd 
Prefixed  to  this  volume  we  find  the 
eulogies  of  Sir  John  Pringle,  MefT„ 
D.’Anviile,  Bordenaue,  Daniel  Bar-* 
noulli,  De  Montlgni,  Margraff,  Du 
Hamel,  and  Vaucanfon,  drawn  with 
that  elegance  and  nicedifcernment  of 
character  which  always  didinguifhes 
the  biographical  fetches  of  the  mar¬ 
quis  de  Condorcet.— u  The  Hiitory 
and  Memoirs  of  the  Royal  Academy 
at  Paris  for  the  Year  1783,”  have 
alfo  appeared,  in  which  we  have 
the  noble  fecreiary’s  eulogies  on 
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MdTrs.  Hunter,  Euler,  Bezout,  d’ 
Alembert,  count  de  Trefian,  and 
M.  Wargentin.  The  eulogy  on 
M.  dJ  Alembert  has  been  compofed 
with  particular  attention,  and  con¬ 
tains  a  judicious  and  ccmcife  view 
*>f  the  principles  of  his  philofophy, 
and  a  candy6!  difcuflion  of  the  ctn- 
fures  which  have  been  palled  on  his 
opinions;  Of  the  Memoirs,  the 
principal  include  the  experiments 
of  the  abbe  Tc fixer  to  fnew  the 
effedt  of  light  on  certain  plants; 
refledtions  on  phlogifton,  as  an  il- 
luftrauon  of  his  theory  on  com- 
buftion  and  calcination  and  the 
addon  of  fire,  animated  by  de- 
phlogifticated  air,  on  the  moil 
refradory  mineral  fubftances,  by 
the  indefatigable  M..  La  voder;  a 
continuation  of  the  refe arches  of 
M.  Vieq  d’  Azyr  concerning  the 
ftrudure  of  the  brain  ;  on  the 
Figure  of  the  Earth,  by  M.  de  la 
Place ;  and  tables  of  the  births, 
marriages,  and  deaths  at  Paris,  for 
the  years  1781  to  1784,  and  through 
the  whole  extent  of  France  during 
the  )ears  1781  and  1782,  by  the 
laid  mentioned  gentleman. — The  firil 
and  fecoud  parts  of  the  44  New  Me¬ 
moirs  of  the  Academy  of  Dijon, 
relative  to  the  Sciences  and  Arts” 
contain,  among  many  other  i.nftruc- 
live  papers,  an  admirable  Memoir 
011  Medical  FJedricity  by  M, 
Camay  ;  an  Eafy  Method  of  mea¬ 
suring  the  Quantity  of  Acid  Me- 
phi; ic  Gas,  which  is  contained  in 
Water,'  bv  -M.  de  Morveah ;  on 
the  contagious  Qualities  or  fome 
Ifdidsof  Fluxions  on  the  Brea  ft  ;  and 
Oil  the  remarkable  Mill  that  happen¬ 
ed  in  June  and  July  178;,  by  M. 
*Maret,  Secretary  of  the  Acade¬ 
my- —  As  we  fhould  be  carried  be¬ 
yond  our  limits  if  we  were  to  give 
a  particular  account  ot  all  the  works 
in  natural  philofophy,  which  have 
appeared  in  Fiance,  we  iball  con¬ 


tent  ourfelves  with  barely  mention¬ 
ing  the  names  of  fome  of  them, 
that  would,  otherwife,  be  entitled  to 
diftindt  fpeciftcation.  Such  are, 44  An 
analytical  EBay  concerning  Pure 
Air,  and  different  Kinds  of  Air,  by 
Mv  de  la  Mctherie,  M.  D.;  44  An 
Enquiry  into  the  Nature  and  Effects 
of  the  Mephitic  Vapour  that  arifes 
from  Neceflary  Houfes  by  M.  Hal¬ 
le  ;  ”  “  Enquiries  concerning  the 
Direction  of  the  magnetic  Fluid, 
bv  M.  Bruno  44  Phyliological  and 
philofophical  Enquiries  concerning 
Sensibility,  or  Animal  Life,  by  M. 
de  Seze,  M.  D.,!  44  Concerning 

the  Origin,  and  Nature  of  animal 
Matter,  by  M.  Roc  haute ; 53  and 
44  The  practical  Science  of  navi¬ 
gable  Canals,  or  the  Theory  of 
their  Conftrudtion,  by  M.  de 
Fer.” — -In  Natural  Hi, (lory,  M.  de 
Bournon’s  44  EBay  on  the  Litho¬ 
logy  of  St.  Stephen,  in  Fores,  and 
on  the  Origin  of  Stone  coal ;  with 
Obfervations  onFlints,  Jafpers,  &c.,3> 
is  a  very  important  work,  which, 
announces  a  new  and  curious  fyftemt 
refpeding  the  origin  of  bitumi¬ 
nous  fubftances,  and  cryftallizations. 
That  <$f  coal  he  attributes -to  an  im- 
menfe quantity  of  molufea?  and  zoo¬ 
phytes,  the  acid  of  which  animals, 
combining  with  their  oily  matter, 
forms  a  bitumen,  which  penetrates 
the  ftrata  adapted  to  receive  it,  and 
changes  them  into  coal.  But  we  have 
not  room  for  an  an.dviis  of  the 

whole  of  his  theory. - M.  de 

S a u flu  re  hath  pubhlhed  at  Paris 
and  Geneva,  the  fecond  volume  of 
his  philofophical  44  Travels  through 
the  Alps;  together  with  On  EBay 
on  the  Natural  Hiftory  of  the  en¬ 
virons  of  Geneva.”  Of  this  work, 
the  great  and  deferved  reputation  of 
the  author  hath  led  the  public  to 
entertain  very  high  expeditions ; 
and  we  will  venture  today,  that  they 
will  not  be  difappoiiited.  In  many 

of 
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vyF  liis  journeys  he  was  accompanied 
By  Melhs.  Trembley  and  Pieter, 
who  greatly  alii  lied  him  in  his  tra¬ 
vels,  particularly  in  his  experiments, 
relating  to  the  heights  of  the  moun¬ 
tains.— The  S' tidy  of  Nature, 
by  J.  Henry  Bern  a  rain  de  St. 
JPicrre,”  is  a  very  curious  and  origi¬ 
nal  production,  which,  tntwithiland- 
ang  its  many  eccentricities,  difco- 
vers  .unking  marks  of  great  native 
genius,  and  accurate  judicious  ob¬ 
servation.  It  is,  at  the  fame  time, 
recommended  by  a  ftyle  that  is  pecu¬ 
liarly  elegant  road  animated, — 44  The 
Memoirs  of  Agriculture, ”  pubiifhtd 
by  the  Royal  Society  of  Agriculture 
at  Paris,  for  the  year  1785,  con¬ 
tain  fevenal  valuable  papers,  cal¬ 
culated  for  general  tub,  by  M.  Par- 
mentier,  the  Marquis  de  Bullion, 
M.  Ardoin,  and  Mtffrs.  Thoin  and 
JBroutionct. —  in  Fliftorical  writing, 
the  able  Gvoi tier’s  a  General  Del- 
cription  of  China,  containing  an 
Account  of  the  prelem  State  of  that 
Empire,  &cT  is  a  curious,  inftrug- 
tive,  and  entertaining  wtfrk.  The 
author  appears  to  have  con (ulted  the 
be  ft  memoirs  that  have  been  publifl  - 
eci  by  the  million  a  ties,  fent  to  that 
diftant  count rv,  and  to  have  com- 
preftbd  their  voluminous  accounts 
rvith  fuch  judgment,  that  while  he 
bath  avoided  imocceftkry  details,  he 
bath  retained  an  account  of  every 
thing  that  is  imercftrmg  to  Eu¬ 
ropeans. — -M.  Bailiv,  who  hath  dif- 
tinguiftied  himfeif  br  a  ft  ro  in  .mica  1 
and  geographical  dele! iptions  of  this 
globe,  and  enquiries  into  the  date 
of  its  inhabitants,  in  periods  previ¬ 
ous  to  tradition,  hath  delivered  to 
the  Academy  of  Inftriprions  and 
Belles  Lett  res,  a  “  Memoir  on  the 
Chronology  of  the  Indian?.”  This 
chronology  he  tonftdcrs  v>  be  au¬ 
thentic;  and  not  incontinent  with 
the  European,  to  which  he  ence.t- 
vg>u re  to  reconcile  it.  Wc  cannot 
1 786* 


purfuc  our  author  through  his  inge¬ 
nious  calculations  ;  but  we  will  pre- 
fent  our  readers  with  one  of  his  ob- 
fervations,  by  which  thole  who  are 
fond  ot  fuch  ifudics,  may  hate  an 
opportunity  of  examining  into  the 
probability  ol  his  fuccets ;  which 
is,  that  in  the  Indian  language,  the 
fame  vvoid  hgniiies  a  year,  a  month, 
and  a  day. — The  “  Accounr,  ac- 
companied  with  Engravings,  of  the 
ancient  Greeks  and  Romans,  and 
other  contemporary  Nations;  in 
which  the  private  Life,  the  Cuftoms 
and  Ceremonies,  the  Arts  and  scien¬ 
ces,  the  Political  and  Military  State 
of  the  Ancients  are  amply  difcufTed, 
vol.  I.”  is  part  of  a  woik  in  which 
we  are  promised  a  valuable  collec¬ 
tion  of  antiquities.  And  though 
we  think  that  the  fpecimen  before 
us  poileifes  too  many  maiks  of  affe st¬ 
ation  and  obfeurky,  we  are  willing 
to  do  j  office  to  the  abi lilies  and 
knowledge  of  the  author,  and  to 
recommend  his  labours  as  a  fource 
of  iuftruetion  and  cntei  tainment.— 
The  Geneial  Coiledtion  of  parti¬ 
cular  Memoirs  ret  nice  to  the  Hii- 
tory  of  France,5’  is  ft  ill  continued, 
and  exhibits  a  circumflantial  view  of 
many  imerefting characters,  events, 
and  revolutions.  Thole  already 
publifhed  come  down  to  the  firil 
Book  of  the  Memoirs  of  Philip  de 
Comines-- — I  he  abbe  Gerard's 
44  Letters  from  a  Father  to  his  Son, 
concerning  the  mo  ft  inte  re  fling  Fafts 
and  Events  ot  C niverfal  Hiflory, 
vol?.  i.  and  II.”  contain  an  admir¬ 
able  ieledlion  of  fuch  circumft  mces, 
in  the  hiftory  of  the  world,  as  are 
mod  worthy  of  attention,  from  the 
creation  to  the  year  1209  before 
Cin ill.  The  facility  with  which 
he  conduits  his  leader  through  the 
labyrinth  ol  antiquity,  bis  learned 
and  judicious  ill  u  ft  rations  of  every 
intt Telling  period  and  objedl,  and 
the  ufcful  moral  lelLns  which  he 
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continuaUv  inculcate?,  entitle  bis  la* 
hours  to  a  very  high  thare  of  com- ' 
myndarion.  We  fhail  be  happy  to 
intend  oar  ingenious  author  through 
the  remaining  volumes  of  his  agree¬ 
able  and  inllructive  work, — -M.  de 
la  Place’s  t  lkCtion  of  “  Fugitive 
Pieces  in  Hiitory  and  Literature,” 
do  not  trjpdtr  tons  to  defer,  e  l  1 5  c 
applaufe  which  hath  been  bellowed 
upon  them.  They  are  l'ght  and 
trilling;  and  the  authenticity  of 
Shane  of  the  anecdotes  which  are 
interred  in  them,  can  be  ad  mb  ted 
only  by  the  mod  weak  and  credul¬ 
ous  minds.  -  M.  ICaycr’s  “  Travels 
through .  Swiueiland,”  published  at 
Paris  and  Am  herd  am,  ate  dillin- 
guithed  by  many  fenfible  remark?, 
and  jail  reflections,  particularly,  on 
the  Helvetic  confutation  ;  and  de- 
ferve  to  be  clailed  with  the  beft  de- 
icri  prions  which  we  have  or  that 
country.  It  mull  at  the,  fame  time 
he  acknowledged,  that  he  hath  iak<.  n 
liberal  advantage  of  the  observations 
which  have  been  mode  by  preced¬ 
ing  travellers.  -  In  Ciajhcal  Transla¬ 
tion,  M.  Larcher’s  French  verlion 
of  Flerodotus,  with  hiilorical  and 
critical  Observations  and  Remarks, 
&c.”  is  a  work  of  great  merit-, 
which  is  deserving  ot,  and  will 
doubtieSs  obt;  in  the  approba«ion  of 
the  public.— -Part  of  a  new  edition 
of  Brumoy’s  44  Grecian  Theatre, 
augmented  by  the  entire  Translation 
©fi  the  Gieek  Trbgeuics  and  Gome- 
die's,  accompanied  with  Compan¬ 
ions,  Observations,  and  critical  Re¬ 
marks,5’  hath  been  published  at 
Pan?,  by  IVlchrs.  de  Rochefort,  and 
du  Thiel.  This  edit  ion  is  particu¬ 
larly  valuable,  on  account  of  the 
learned  and  judicious  observations  of. 
M  de  Rochefort  on  the  genius  and 
fpirit  ot  the  Greeks  in  refpeft  to  the 
drama,  and  his, liie,  of  AUchylus. 
We  are  forty,  however,  to  learn,  that 
this  excehent  critic  renounces  all 
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further  conne&ion  with  this  un¬ 
dertaking.- — From  count  Turpin 
de  Crifie,  lieutenant- general  of  the 
kiirg/s- armies,  &c.  the  French  na¬ 
tion  hath  received  a  tranftarion  of 
“  The  Commentaries  of  Csefar,” 
enriched  with  hiftorieal,  critical, 
and  military  annotations  and  re¬ 
mark?,  in  three  volumes,  quarto. 
In  this  Splendid  and  valuable  work, 
the  text  of  Giefar  is  taken  from  the 
edition  of  Dr.  Clarke  ;  and  the. 
trarrilnioH  is  that  of  Wailly,  with 
coriedfions.  The  learned  and  live® 
ly  author  confines  his  remarks, 
chiefly,  to  the  expeditions  of  his 
hero  j  in  which  he  is  led  to  point 
out  his  genius,  capacity,  and 
talents,  the  imerefts  and  objeffs 
which  he  had  in  view,  and  his 
progreffivc  ileps  in  the  accompli  fit¬ 
ment  of  them.  In  an  introductory 
difeourfe  our  author  engages,  with 
great  fpirit,  in  maintaining  the 
honour  of  the  military  prol'cfiion,— ■** 
We  fit  all  conclude  our  account  of 
French  literature,  with  announcing 
the  publication  of  two  elegant  and 
bcatit.ful  performances,  intended 
for  the  inltruifion  and  amufernent 
of  the  younger  dalles  of, readers. 
The  firil  is  u  Numa  PompUiu?, 
Second  King  of  Rome,  bv  M«  de 
Fiom^.,,  rFhis  work  is  written  in. 

3 mi 1  aci.  n  of  Telemachus ;  and  is 
intended  to  nprefent  the  life  of  a 
young  prince,  feduced  for  a  time, 
by  ambition  and  love,  recovering 
from  his  delufion,  convinced  of  his 
offences  again  ft  virtue  and  true 
glory,  and  becoming  a  wife  and 
pacific  fovereign.  The  incidents 
in  this  piece,  are  entertaining  and 
a  hefting  ;  and  it  delivers  leftons  of 
pure  mortality,  in  a  pleating  and 
agreeable  form.— The  other  publi¬ 
cation  to  which  we  referred,  con- 
fifts  of  “  Idyls,  or  Rural  Stories 
by  Madcntoifelle  Levcfquy,,,  Thefe 
idyls  deferibe  in  unatteded  and 

charming 


charming  language,  the  innocence 
and  happinefs  of  rural  life ;  and 
are  adapted  to  c  fieri  ill  the  lovely 
affections  of  virtue  in  the  tender 
mind* 

In  Spain,  the  fpirlt  of  enquiry 
and  improvement,  is  making  a 
rapid  an  d  u  n  comm  on  p  rag  r  efs .  O  f 
this  fa£t  vve  hnvef  Visfactory  teftimo- 
ny  in  the  patriotic  encouragements 
offered  by  the  CRconovnifcal  Society 
at  Madrid,  far  the  bed  publications 
on  fubjecis  of  national  benefit  and 
importance.  Though  it  be  not  in 
perfect  confidence  with  our  plan, 
we  cannot  deny  ourielvcs  the  plea- 
lure  of  laying  before  the  public, 
two  of  the  fubjects  which  they  have 
propofed,  as  they  contain  finking 
marks  of  the  revolution  in  fentiment 
and  tafie,  which  is  taking  place  in 
that  kingdom.  The  firft  is  delivered 
in  the  following  quellion  ;  What 
is  the  true  Spirit  of  a  Legifiation 
favourable  to  Agriculture,  Indus¬ 
try,  Arts,  and  the  Commerce  ot  a 
great  Kingdom  ?  The  other  is  for 
a  differ  ration  which  fhall  lliew,  in 
the  moft  fansfafiiory  manner,  the 
prejudice  which  a  perpetual  entail 
of  a  funded  debt  will  bring  on  a 


kingdom ;  and  which  will  paint 
out  the  belt  means  to  check  and 
repair  this  misfortune  moft  con¬ 
veniently,  without  producing  greater 
evils,- — With  relpedt  to  Spanifh 
literature,  we  have  to  announce 
a  continuation  of  the  “  Memoirs 
on  Agriculture,  Commerce,  In- 
duftry,  (Economy,  and  experimen¬ 
tal  CheTfriftty*”  by  D.  Michel  Je¬ 
rome  Suarez,  and  The  V* 
and  VI.  volumes  of  the  Spanifii 
Flora,”  originally  undertaken  by 
D.  Jofeph  Quer,  and  continued, 
fince  his  death,  by  Don  Cazimir 
Gomes  de  Ortega*  Thefe  works 
are  executed  on  a  large  fcale,  with, 
uncommon  induftry  and  care.  --  The 
former,  in  particular,  is  exceeding¬ 
ly  interefiing  and  valuable.-— Befide 
thefe,  vve  have  received  an  account 
of  a  “  Memoir  of  the  Abbe  Ca-r 
vaniiles,  of  the  kingdom  Valentis, 
reciting  his  Experiments  on  the  Fi¬ 
bres,  &c.  of  malvaceous  Plants,” 
of  which  he  has  made  ufeful  cords 
and  twine.  The  pieces  which  he 
found  beft  adapted  to  his  purpofe 
were, 'the  fida  abutilon  of  Linmeus* 
and  the  malvacrifpa* 


